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of Purpose :

To set forth in simple and plain language the pure doctrine of God’s Word
as taught by the true Lutheran
Church
in full accordance with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of
193%
To show, on tile baaiB of Scripture
What true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and
articles
for Scriptural
devotion
an d
meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Conrtordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public aoknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent
historical
information
which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various ao“Lutheran”
called
church
bodies
by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever
it makes its appearance
and
to keep abreast of the current happenings in the church and among the nations
as signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any mL=
information
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong imprssrsion.

“Stand

fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
for the faith of the gospel.”
-Phil,

together

I :Z7.

Together is the keynote of this ent,ire passage. We a.re together,
by the grace of God, and not divided. Therefore let us ~2uork together.

We are together. What a wonder, a miracle of God,‘s grace !
The World Council of Churches is not together but is a hodge-podge
of varying doctrines and practices. The Lutheran World, Federation, the Lutheran Council U.S.A., the L.C.A., A.L.C., and even the
Missouri Synod-though now purged of some of its grossest liberals-are not together but sorely divided in doctrine and practice.
And the same is true, though perhaps in varying degrees, also of
other, less large Lutheran church bodies. They are not united in the
truly Scriptural sense, oln the basis of the pure doctrine and. confession of God’s Word alone, as this is set forth and required (1
Car. 1 :lO) : “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and t,hat there beno
divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment.” “Is Christ divided?” (v.13).
Who are we poor sinners, we must ask, that our gracious Lord, by
His Holy Spirit, has brought and kept us together in the “unity of
the Spirit,” with “one faith? !” (Eph. 4: 3, 5).
Now the Apostle Paul, in the verse noted above, calls this great
blessing-this unity-to the attention of the beloved church in Philippi. And in view of this he beseeches of them two t h i n g s as to
(or, more plainly and forcefully
their Christian “conversation”
from the original language, their conduct) : that they keep on standing fast in one spirit, permitting nothing to arise from the hand
of their adversaries to make them fearful and to destroy that precious unity in the true faith which the Spirit of .God has given them;
a.nd that they ,with one mind keep on striving together for the faith
of the gospel.
This Word of God written

first of all to the Philippians
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During the year, 1955, a controversy developed in the Orthodojx Lutheran Conference between Pastor E. C. Hallstein and Dr.
P. E. Kretzmann over a statement which Dr. Kretzmann had made
in one of his seminary classes to the effect that he could preach for
Pastor Gersavius Fischer of Mankato, Minnesota. (Rev. G. Fischer
was a Norwegian Synod pastor who, at first, publicly supported
the cause of the O.L.C. But, a short time after the 0.L.C. was formed, withdrew his support). Pastor E. C. Hallstein regarded the
statement made by Dr. Kretzmann as unionistic aad began privately to discuss the matter with Dr. Kretzmann. This evolved into
lengthy correspondence by which other members of the O.LC.
were d,rawn into the controversy. Since Dr. Kretzmann was a professor in the O.L.C. seminary in Minneapolis, the Committee on
Theological Education which was constitutionally
authorized to
“supervise the faculty and student body” of the seminary, endeavored to d,iscuss the matter in controversy with Dr. Kretzmann, but
were hindered from doing so by Pastor 0. G. Schupmann who insisted that since Dr. Kretzmann was a member of his congregation he
could not permit the Committee on Theological Education to meet
with Dr. Kretzmann. The controversy was therefore left to smolder until or around Dec. 5th, 1955, when a notice was sent throughout the O.L.C. by Dr. Kretzmann which stated, “Unless the men
(and others) who share Pastor E. C. Hallstein’s position will withdraw their s’inful charges against me by Dec. 31, 1955, I shall no
longer consider them, either individ,ually or collectively, as brethren in the faith.”

A special pastoral conference was therefore held at Tinley
Park, Illinois, on Jan. 18, 19, 1956, at which meeting the following
declaration was formulated:
6

But this thinking is backward. The gtire hope of our eternal
city rests upon the su)?*epromises of the Lord. Christians know that
their Lord Jesus, who is “the same, yesterday, and today, and forever,” has given His promise, “I go ‘to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (Jn. 14 2,
3). Yes, Christians k n ow that “‘God is not ashamed to be called
their God : for He hath prepared for them a city.” (H,eb. 11:16).
Therefore we are faced with the stub,born fact: God, who has prepared, for our eternal future will not forsake us but watches over
us and provides also for our temporal future. Even though we do
not know what that future holds in store, we can leave all ourworries and cares with the Lord. We can confidently say, “My times
are in Thy ha.nds.” (Ps. 31: 15).
But experience shows that as we journey here as pilgrims and
strangers, looking for our heavenly city to come, faith sometimes
grows weak and we begin to lose our way amid the burdens and
cares of life. We may even forget for a l2m.e that “here we haveno
continuing city.” That is why we must keep with us at all times the
Divine Map of God’s Word, for it constantly reminds us of our
goal ; it points us to our final destination ; it leads us back to the
narrow pathway when we have lost our way. And it does this so
perfectly because it directs us to Jesus our dear Savior who says,
“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man cometh unto the
Father but by Me.” (Jn. 14 :6).
With the peace in our hearts that we have with God, through
Jesus, our only Way to heaven, we can face this new year unafraid
of whatever it may bring and unimpressed with the fleeting treasures of this present world; “for here we have no continuing city,
but we seek one to come.” Therefore as we continue our heavenward
journe,y during the new year, may this be our prayer: “Change an(X
decay in all around I see. 0 Thou, who changest not, Abide with
me ! Amen.”
-JaW.L.
“The way to pray is to use few words but to
deep meaning or intention. The fewer the words,
the more the words, the poorer the prayer. Few
m,any words and little meaning
ing is Christian;

give them a great and
the better the prayer,
words and much meanis heathenish.-Luther.

“We can m-ark our lack of faith by our ioy; for our ioy must necessar-Luther.
ily be as great as .our faith.”
5

course also for our learning (Rom. 15: 4). It applies directly to
each of our congregations. And, though the conference as an organization is not by Divine ordinance ; nevertheless, because the blessing of true unity has been extended throughout our midst, and in
our Christian liberty we have mutually banded together in joint
endeavors of God.‘s kingdom, which each congregation could not do
as efficiently alone ; therefore this same Word is applicable also in
our Conference.
Brethren, beloved of the Lord, in our congregations and also in
our Conference, never forgetting the unity with which our gracious
Lord has blessed us in these times of terrible religious confusion,
religious unionism and sinful separatism, may we all keep on standing fast in one spirit, and with one mind keep on striving togethw
for the faith of the gospel!
-H.D.M.

“For

here’we

have no continuing

city,

but we see< one
-Hebrews

to come.”

13: Id.

The holy writer here reminds us in this closing chapter of his
emstle that this world, this sinful world in which we now must live
for a time, is not our final home. As Christians who have entered
into the new year, we look ahead to the future, not just to next
week or next m.onth or next year- who knows what they will hold?
-but we look ahead to the sure hope of our eternal future, the
heavenly city that “hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is
God.” (Heb. II: IO).. Concerning this earthly life we must confess:
T’m but a stranger here, Heaven is my home;
Earth is a desert drear, Heaven is my h.ome.
Llanger awd sowow stan.d Round me on every hand;
Heaven is my fa,therland, Heaven is my home.

(L. II. 660 v. 1)
It is because we do not know what our earthly future holds
that so often we lose sight of that heavenly home. Often anxious
and perplexed, we think we are the only ones concerned about our
weltare in this world; we think that the burden of providing for
the present and for the future rests alone on our shoulders.

I.

We acknowledge and declare that Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, by his
(declaration in his undated release received by our President and
Viceipresident on December 5 and 6, 1955, has terminated his fellowship with us as of December 31, 1955. Those who share this declaration of his, namely, “Unless the men (and others) who share
Pastor E. C. Hallstein’s position will withdraw their sinful charges
against me by December 31, 1955, I SHALL NO LONGER CONSIDER THEM, EITHER INDIVIDUALLY
OR COLaLECTIVELY
AS BRETH,REN IN THE FAITH”, have also terminated their fel1o;wship with us. They have compelled us, therefore, in obedience
to the Holy Scriptures, 1 Car. 1 :lO, 1 John 2 :I9 ; Rom. 16 :17, 18,
no longer to regard them as brethren in the faith.
We have been charged with the causing of this break. This cannot be the cause since our fellowship was cut off at the very time
when we were striving to meet together as brethren to discuss difd
ferences which had arisen between us. The fact that we charged
Dr. Kretzmann with error gave him no Scriptural reason for refusing to meet with us as his acknowledged brethren to dis.cuss the
cha,rges, Eph. 4:2, 3. Neither does. the fact that we charged Dr.
Kretzmann with error give him any Scriptural reason to refuse to
consider us “either individually or collectively as brethren in the
faith.” Even though Dr. Kretzmann should hold us to be in error,
yet Rom. 16: 17 (to which he appeals against us) does not call for
such hasty action., but the Lord requires much patience and longsuffering among acknowledged brethren, John 13 :34 ; 1 Cor. 13 :4;
2 Tim. 2 :24-26. This action is sinful separatism forbidden by the
Word of God, Heb. IO:25 ; 1 John 2 :19.
The Orthodox Lutheran

Conference is an organization

for
brelthren united in the faith (Constitution, Art. V. 1, 2.). The membership is therefore disrupted when the fellowship is disrupted,
otherwise the organization itself would be of a unionistic nature.
Those members who support Dr. Kretzmann’s hasty action have
wrongfully disrupt,ed the fellowship and can, therefore, no longer
be recognized by us as bona fide members of the Ortholdox Lmtheran Conference. For this reason our bret.hren could not Scripturally
meet with them in the so-called Board Meeting of January 14, 1956,
and in our Orthodox Lutheran Conference Special Pastoral Confer7

ence of January 18, 1956. For the same reason we cannot regard
the convention which is proposed to be held by them as a bona fide,
constitutional meeting of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference. We
shall continue, God willing, to hold our own constitutional Orthodox Lutheran Conference meetings.
II.
We declare that the congregations of our Conference, because
they confess, teach, and practice the Word of God in its full truth
and purity and use the Sacraments according to Christ% institution, com:prise the true visible Aublch on earth, Mat-t. 28 :20 ; John 8 :
31, 32. We do not deny that there MAY BE others, unknown to us,
who truly share our Scriptural position in d,octrine and practice.
We hold those to be in error who apply to this doctrine of the true
visible church Scripture passages which pertain only to the invisible Church, such as John 4 :22 ; Luke 17 :16; IO :33thus
confusing the two.
We recognize those only as true brethren in the faith who openly and publicly acknowledge our Scriptural position in doctrine and
practice, 1 Car. I :lO. This we designate by the human term: co/nfessional fellowship. It is the Scriptural duty of such heartily to
support our work and endeavors and thus to practice church felZou?ship with us, otherwise they are separatistic, II Tim. I:8 ; III Jn. 9.
Such true confessional fellowship does not necessarily require
the immediate severance of membersh8ip from a heterodox body,
nor the joining in memb,ership with an orthodox orgamzation; but
it does require a cessation of every kind of church fellowship with
the corporate body in which outward membership is still held, 2
Thess. 3: 14, 15. This Scriptural principle we designate by the human term : a true state of confession.
III.
According to the Constitution of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, we, the undersigned congrega,tions and their pastors, denounce the threatened unscriptural
impeachment proceedings of
the faction. We still acknowledge the President and Vice-president
elected b,y our last convention at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, Aug. 202.2, 1955, as bona fide an.d faithful officers of the Orthodox Luthepan Conference.

Any who found it difficult to attend., or to send a statement of
their position to, the Special Pastoral Conference, Tinley Park,
Jan. 18-19, 1956, as well as others, are herewith cordially invited
8

still to join US in our Declaration and thus Continue in their original status with the Orthodox Lutheran C’onference, “Ea&avoring
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” Eph. 4:s.
Their subscription to our Declaration is to be sent to our President
and an announcement of their subscription will then be made in
the Ortho~dox Lutheran at once.
All practical matters pertaining to proper order and procedure in the work of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, which are
necessitated by the present unusual situation, will be presented to
our next OLC convention as recommendations of the Board of Directors (the vacancies on the Board and on various committees to
be filled by the President according to the By-Laws of our Constitution-see
1954 Proceedings).
Inasmuch as the faculty of the Semina,ry in Minneapolis disavows us as brethren in the faith. it is impossible for us any longer
to regard and support them as our professors. It also follows that
we do not recognize the treasury or any incumbents in office of the
faction group.
If our former brethren communicate with us regarding our
position in these matters, we stand ready to discuss these matters
with them as brethren as soon as they have retracted and repented
of this unscriptural break in fellowship with us, Gal. 6 :l.
This Declaration is unanimously subscribed to by the following congregations and their pastors:
Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
E. L. Melberg, pastor
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Ill.
II. David Mensing, pastor
Holy Trinity Orthodox Lutheran Church, Oskaloosa, Ia.
J. Ernest Shufelt, pastor
St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S. D.
0. W. Schaefer, pastor
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Clark, S. D.
E. C. Hallstein, pastor
St. John Orthodox Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Ore.
M. L. Natterer, pastor
St. Paul Orthodox Lutheran Church, Empire, Ore.
P. R. Bloedel, pastor

A year later, since the Minneapolis faction continued to use the
name Orthodox Lutheraa Conference, the following Agreement was
drawn up and ratified by the member congregations of the bona
fide O.L.C. :

Recognizing the break made in our fellowship last January by
a faction which espoused unionistic and arbitrary principles (Titus 3 :I0 ; Rom. 16: 17 ; I Tim. 5 :22 ; Gal. 5 :13) ; and recognizing the
problem that has since resulted from the break, namely, that the
erring group, or faction, continues to use the name Orthodox Luthe:van Conference, and recognizing further that these and other previous offenses brought upon this name are not serving the glory of
Christ our Savior and His Word of truth to which we have pledged
ourselves before God and men (2 Thess. 3 :I) ; and being willing
rather to suffer earthly loss than to permit such conditions to obstruct the free course of the Gospel of Christ (Phil. 3 :7-8) ; therefore, we, the Orthodox Lutherans, who have pledged ourselves to
uphold the Savior’s full Word of Truth as set forth in our Confessions, m.ake the following agreement :
We unanimously continue to abide by our orthodox Lutheran
position, having no intention to depart in any respect from the or,thodox teaching and practice of God?s holy Word., which we have
confessed, for the sake of any temporal peace and tranquility. We
continue to hold that in the sight of God we are and remain the
bona-fide orthodox Lutherans. Nevertheless, for the Christian pur‘pose of preventing any striving before the world for temporal advantage, we hereby re-organize ourselves, relinquishing the name
of Orthodox Lutheran Conference, and taking for ourselves the
name CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE.
In later years Pastor E. C. Hallstein was recognized no longer
to be in fellowship with the Concordia Lutheran Conference because
he insisted on by-piassing the Word of God by endeavoring to deal
publicly with a matter which had not at first been privately discussed. ‘His adamant legalistic insistence on his own way made it
impossible any longer to work with him as a brother in the faith.
Still later, Pastor E. L. Mehlberg of Coos Bay, Oregon, (former
president of the Coneordia Lutheran Conference) was no longer
recognized in fellowship with the Concordia Lutheran Conference
because of rank legalism in the area of birth control and his insist-

ence that his positi.on in this matter even takes precedence over
the doctrine of just’ification. Thus by the machinations of Satan, the
real disturber and destroyer of the peace and unity of the church,
our beloved Conference ha,s been sifted down through the years.
But the Concordia Lutheran Conference, by God’s grace, has emerged stronger and more unified-having
weathered the storms
of legalism and fanaticism-so
that we can boldly say: “The Lord
hath helped us hitherto!”
As for the Minneapolis faction, which for a time retained the
name Orthodox Lutheran Conference, it was soon dissolved. Some,
who had so strenuously opposed the unscriptural teachings of the
Wisconsin Synod on the Church and Ministry, joined the Wisconsin Synod ; others joined the Lutheran Churches of the Reformati.on.
Now there are many so-called independent Lutheran congregations which regard themselves %onservative” and “orthodox”.
In our next issue we shall endeavor to evaluate the dangers of remainin.g independent of fellowship with an orthodox Lutheran
church body and how fanaticism: separatism, and selective fellowship (unionism), play into this picture.
-P.R.B.

By the grace of God the faculty and students of our Seminary
have completed the work of the first semester. Final examinations
were given during the first week of F e b r u a r y., and a semester
break took place the following week. God has again richly blessed
the labors of professors and students, granted them good health,
and kept His protecting hand over them in the discharge of their
duties. For all these gracious blessings from our heavenly Father
we are humbly grateful.
The second semester began on Tuesday, February Eth, and,
God willing, will conclude in the first full week of June. Cla.sses
are arranged so as to take into account the necessary secular schedules of the students.
During the first semester the students again had opportunity
to preach in the divine services of Peace Lutheran Church. With
praise to God we note their continuing progress in preparing and
Please turn to page 17 II

Christianity and
Capital Punishment
pp. 12, 13)
The social thinking of many of the governors, magistrates
and other state and national government officials of our day is
basically against capital punishment and in favor of an elaborate
rehabilitation
program even for those who have committed the
most heinous crimes. Our penal institutions, they claim, are not to
be places of punishment but institutions which mainta.in modern
living units and up-to-date educational and entertainment, facilities. The electric chair, the gas chamber, and the gallows are considered barbaric and should be disposed of; one governor even
stated, after commuting the death sentence pronounced, upon a
Fmurderer, that the death penalty is “against the p r i n c i p 1 es of
Christianity.”
This line of tho,ught has been followed to such an extent that
prison inmates have even successfully gone on strike in favor of better living conditions, the crime wave has increased throughout the
nation and juvenile de1inquenc.y is flourishing. Death sentences
have been commuted or else not even imposed upo.n criminals who
have been proved guilty beyond doubt by plain and factual evidence.
The law-abiding citizens pay their taxes that they might live in
peace and safety and receive the protection of the government against the lawless but, instead of the upright citizen being protected, the criminal himself is protected from his deserved punishment.
Someone has said that many courts no longer regard the gross
wickedness of the crime and the severity of the punishment which
such a crime deserves, but rather approach the criminal with the
sentiment: “0 you poor man, you really need help.” A battery of
psychologists and psychiatrists are then called in to determine the
amount of help which the man needs. Instead of the death sentence
pronounced upon a murderer it is fast becoming the custom in our
country to impose a life sentence with the strong possibility of parole after several years in prison where the man (or woman) enjoys many modern conveniences and entertainment.
But for what puTpose has God ordained the government? The
Bible makes it very clear that the purpose of the government is
“for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that
do well” (1 Pet. 2 :1.3, 14) and that the government “beareth not
the sword in vain ; for he (the civil ruler) is the minister of God, a
(Re-printed

from

Vol.

III,

1.969, CL,

revenger to execute wrath upon him that do&h evil.” (Ram. 13: I4). The Scriptural principle in favor of the death penalty
for
murderers is also stated very plainly in Genesis 9 :6 : “Whoso shedd&h
man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed.,” and in Matthew 26-:
52 : “All they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.”
The attitude prevalent today regarding the renunciation of
capital punishment, for that matter, is an obvious throwback from
a little over a decade ago when the United States was swept with
the silly notion set forth by numerous psychologists that &ildren
should not be spanked because a spanking would certainly harm
their ,personality, corrupt their mental attitude, endanger their
psychological growt.h and development and hinder self-expression.
Recently many noted psychologists have become aware that such
a notion is foolish and are again encouraging a spanking as often
as needel and helpful in the consistent training of the child. In
this respect Christian parents should especially be mindful of what
Scripture has to say also on this matter: “He that spareth his
rod hateth his son: but he that. loveth him chast.eneth him betimes”
(Prov. 13:24) ; “Chasten thy son while there is yet hope, and let
not thy soul spare for his crying” (Prov. 19: 18; “Foolishness is
bound in the heart of a child.; but the rod of correction driveth it
far from him” (Prov. 22 :15) ; “Withhold not correction from the
child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou
shalt beat him with the rod,, and shalt deliver his soul from hell”
(Proverbs 23 :13-14).
Certainly spa.nkings on the part of parents and the punishment of criminals on the part of the government are not at all contrary to Christian principles but are in full accord with the teachings of God, in His Word. (cf. Fourth Commandment, Catechism,
pp. 64-66). May God, in His grace and mercy, aid parents and government officials to recognize their God-given duties and responsibilities more fully.
-P.R.B.
Great num:bers do not make the church. . . . We must look to the
W,ord alone and judge on the basis of that. For only those who embrace
the Word are the ones who will be as immovable forever as Mount Zion
(Psalm 125: I), even though they are few in nu,mber and very contemptible
in the eyes of the w,orld. Therefore whoever loses the Word and instead
eagerly looks to influential persons ceases to be the church and lapses into blindness; neither numbers nor power will do him any g.ood. Those who
keep the Word, as did Noah and his family, are the church, even though
-Luther.
they be very few in number, only eight souls.

w Church Body-

.E.L.C.

Newspapers and religious periodicals throughout our conntry
have given much coverage to the recent formation of a new church
body within American Lutheranism, known as the Ass’ociation of
Evangelical Lutheran Churches ( AELC) . This organization, composed of so+called “mod.erates” (liberals) in the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod,, is a federation of five regional synods : Pacific
Synod, East Coast Synod, English Synod, Southwest Synod, and
Great Rivers Synod. The AELC claims a membership of 75,000
souls in 150 congregations, most of whom have cut their formal ties
to the Missouri Synod or plan to do so soon. The new church body
regards itself as a “new structure to keep evangelical tradition alive and meet contemporary needs.”
After years of controversy within the Missouri Synod, centering chiefly on the proper way to interpret Scripture, whether literally or according to the Historical-Critical
method, the moderates, in teaching that the Bible contains errors and contradictions
and in questioning many miracles, found that the doctrinal climate
in the Synod, no longer suited them and therefore determined to
form a separat.e organization in which they would have freedom to
develop and promote their own religious position.
The AELC was incorporated as a religious organization on
April 27, 1976, in the State of Illinois. In November, 1976, the five
Synods mentioned above held constituting conventions and made
recomm,endations to be considered a.t the first AELC Convention.
This meeting was held Dec. 3 and 4, 1976, in Rosemont, Illinois, a
suburb of Chicago. 172 delegates were present. A Constitution and
By-laws were adopted,. Dr. William Kohn, pastor of Capitol Drive
Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was elected president. In
his keynote address he stated, “We are committed to Lutheran unity,” and the AELC will continue to evaluate “our reason for being.” Other spokesmen indicated that the break from Missouri is to
enable the AELC to be “more ecumenical and less separatistic.”
Hence it will request membership in the Lutheran Council of the
U.S.A. and in the Lutheran World Federation.
Among the charges raised against the Missouri Synod by the
AEbC are thes.e: “‘Legalism has replaced the Gospel as the operating principle of the life of the Synod.“--“Educational
programs

abandoned Scriptural, Lutheran theology in favor of a fundamentalism with a Lutheran flavor.“-“
In the Synod’s relati.onships with
Lutherans overseas, it treats them in a patronizing fashion rather
than recognizing how much we need their witness to US.”
In contrast, the A.ELC states the following as its do&rinal
posture :
“A Gospel-c&ersd
approach to church leadership,
to membw congregations and regional S2jn&.s, and
to other Christians.
A soundily Lutheran theological ,position that remains
open to Idialogue with other Christians.
A mission stance that relutes to Ctiistians in oth.er
cultures and settings as equals rather than trying
20 be controlling patrons.”
(Taken from Missouri in Perspective, June 21, ‘76.)

As to reasons for joining the AELC, one Illinois pastor stated
that %cumenical participation” was the biggest factor in deciding
to affiliate with the new church body. Other pastors took this step
because they ob;jected to what they called Missouri’s “restriction,
legalism, Synodical isolation, and a lack of openness to fellowship
with others.”
Officials of the Missouri Synod have denied the validity of all
charges brought by the AELC and hold that the Synod still maintains its h.istoric pos.ition on the matters raised therein. Accordingly, the Synod’s Commission on Constitutional Matters (CCM) has
ruled that congregations which join the AELC forfeit membership
in the Synod-this to be put in effect after Sept. 1, 1977. This date
was set to give congregations ample time to reconsider their decision to affiliate with the AELC. However, the Synodical Convention to be held in Dallas, Texa.s, next summer, could overrule the
CCM and alter the date of implementation.
Let no one imagine that because of the action of the AELC the
J&ssouri Synod has been thoroughl,y cleansed of its errors in doctrine and practice! We deplore the fact that Missouri faltered in its
traditional, Bible-centered theology and allowed a liberal element
through the years to become most active and vocal in its proposals.
Had decisive steps been taken years ago to root out false teach,ing
at its inception, the current state of affairs might have been averted.

Who can say that, all pastors and congregations in the Missouri
Synod are united in their doctrine and practice? Who can say that
no one in it agrees with the AELC and is remaining in the Synod

for other reasons? It would be most wise for Synodical and District officials to give highest priority to a thorough examination of
clergy and laity alike so as to determine what action to take to restore orthodoxy in Missouri. May the leadership of that Synod, in
obedience to God’s Word, truly lead the way!
To some it ma.y seem that the AELC is doing a commendable
thing, yet its action is schismatic in the true sense of the word. The
moderates allow human reason and erroneous philosophies to lord
it over Scripture. Their claim that the Bible alone determines doctrine is therefore a meaningless phrase. Also, in probmoting a new
doctrinal stance, they have caused agonizing splits in congregations and even in families, and yet they try to take as many people
along with them as possible.
The alert and informed Lutheran, walking in the “old paths”
(Jer. 6 :P6), will clearly see the errors of the AELC which mark its
doctrinal stand and religious activities :
1) It seeks a freedom to believe and teach as it will.-But
our
Lord and Savior tells us that we are His ldiscip,les if we CONTINUE
IN HIS W*ORD.John 8: 31-32. Acts 2:4%.
2) It finds fault with the Bible.-Yet
the Word of God assures us: “The Scripture ca;nnot be koken,” John I&35. -“Thy Word
is truth,” John 17.9 7. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God.” goTim.39 6.
3) r~$urges the ordination of women pastors.-But
God forbids this, as shown in 1 Car. 14:34-35; I Tim. Z:II-.l4. Luther writes, “The Holy Ghost has burred woqnen from the public lministry.”

(St. Louis Edition, XVI, 2280)
4) It seeksunity with iothers on its own terms.-But
the Bible teaches us a) that we are to mark and avoid erroyists,, R(om. 16:
17-18; 2 Cor. 694-18; I Joh’n 42; and b) that Godpleasing unity
is based on fall agreement in doctrine and pTa&ice, I Cor. 120;
Phil. 197.

One can only hope and pray that God would open their eyes to see
the error of their way and restore them to the truth.
May we who enjoy God’s Word in its truth and purity rejoice
and praise Him daily for its rich blessings, ever holding fast to the
One Thing Needful and singing with the hymnist:
Lord, grant, while worlds endwe,
We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations! Amen.

-0.w.s.

-
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delivering truly orthod,ox sermons with vitality and conviction. We
wish that all our Conference members could hear their edifying,
Christ-centered messages. It remains a joy for your professors to
teach these gifted young men and to prepare them for the highest
office on earth-the Christian ministry.
Having the great need of ministerial students in our hearts
always, we have prayed that God would send us more young men,
and now we have been given some indication that these prayers
are being answered. If this should materialize, we shall be happy
with all plyaise to God, to convey this information to our readers in
a forthcoming issue of this periodical.
In the meantime, let us all continue to pray the Lord of the harvest to send, forth laborers and, as Luther writes, “work day and
night to secure a large number of teachers, who may set (God’s
Word) forth to us rightly and ceaselessly!” To that end may we
all offer this fervent prayer:
“0 almighty God, preserve unto Thy Church faithful
pastors and teachers. . . and establish everywhere the ministry of the Word for the instruction of the young in sound
doctrine, for the conversion of sinners, the comfort of the
distressed, and the guidance of the fa.ithful. Incline many
devout parents to bring up their sons to become prophets
of the Highest, to go before the face of the Lord to prepare
His way, to give knowledge of salvation unto His people.
Let a host of pious youths grow up and wax strong in spirit, and send, them forth as humble, but unwavering witnesses of the Light, who shall not count it loss to foreio soft
raiment and worldly pleasures and. goods, and to decrease
in the praise of men, if so be that by their ministry Christ
increase. Raise up benevolent Christians and men of means
who with prudent counsel and generous gifts will aid in
upbuilding those institutions and agencies whereby Thy
saving health is made known to all nations. We ask it, in
*Jesus’ name. Amen.”
0. W. Schaefer, President
“Praising God and being thankful is the hig,hest form of worship both
here on earth and there in eternity. Just so ingratitude
is the most shameful vice and the greatest dishon,oring of God; and yet the world is full,
-Lu i-her.
full, full i-o th e very heavens of these vices.”
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In an exclusive interview with THE ENQUIRER, Billy Graham declared,, “I firmly believe there is intelligent life in outer space, . . .
b.eings who probably look much like the average American. . . I firmly believe there are intelligent beings like us far away in space who
worship God. But we would have nothing to fear from meeting
these people. Like us, they are God’s creation. And if we should eventually make contact with these civilizations, it would be one of
the biggest breakthroughs in the history of mankind,. It’s mindboggling to imagine how much we could learn from them. They’re
probably at least as advanced as us, and possibly more advancedwhich means they may have found answers to many of the problems we face on Earth. Disease, war, environmental pollution may
be non-existent on these other living planets. But my biggest hope
would be that they are loving, caring societies who are at peace
with God and free from sin. I see no reason why o t h e r planets
should be cursed with riots, demonstrations, wars and. rebellions
which threaten the future of our civilizatio~n.”
What God created, how He erea$ed and how long He took, to create, is told us +n the first chapter of Genesis. We are told that on the
FOURTH DAY (1 :I&19) God created the celestial bodies, sun, m.oon,
n,nd stars. Th,e existence and activi~@ of the sun, moon, amd sta?s
are dependent on ithe existence of th.e earth. When t3ze earth has
run its course, having fulfilled its purpose, which is to provide a
habitation for men to haear the Gospel of the crucifieid Savior of
sinners, then the sun, moon, and stars lwill dkzppear with thi’s
present earth. (Mutt. 24.~24; 2 Pet. 3:10, II). The cetestiul bodies
have no independent meaning and function, but their significance
and history or function are ,dependetit upon the ,earth. :(Christia,n
Dogmatics, Vol. f, puage.&?2ff~ The Lord God create(d man on th#e
Sixth.Day and placed him not on the moon, Ma,rs, or any of the othor celestial bodies but upon the e.arth!

The 1977 TV season has launched a withering attack on the
American family-lacing
shows with promiscuity, infidelity, even
homosexuality, and more senseless violence than ever before. “The
ties that bind families together are being assaulted from every side,
and television is the most powerful factor of all,” declared Dr. Vic18

tor Cline, a former scientific adviser to the Presidential Commission on obscenity, and editor of the book, “Where Do You Draw the
Line?” Said Drank Orme, executive vice-president of the National
Assn. For Better Broadcasting: “A large part of television is destructive to family values. It encourages promiscuity, infidelity,
violence and the mad scramble of pursuing material things. The
easiest way possible for the networks to boost their ratings is to exploit sex and violence.”
.?emember the story of Joh.n the Baptist in the Bible? He was
indeed a bold and courageous confessor of God’s W0r.d. When King
Herod took his sister-in-law, Hero,dias, to be his wife, John th.e
Baptist fearlessly told Herod, “It is not lawfu,l for thee to have thy
brother’s wif e” (Mark 6:Its). We Christians should ako be fearless
confessors of God’s Word. We should speak out against the filth
a,nd corruption practised by the unbelieving children of the world.
We should open our mouths against the shameful immoral%&y which.
seeks to engulf us. After all, does not our clear Lord and Savior
tell us, “Ye are the sa.lt of the earth”. . . “Ye are the light of the
world” (Mutt. 5:13-16). TV programs that were acceptable for
family entertainment not too many years ago are no longer acceptable to any sincefre Christian because of the cztrsing, immorality,
etc., which is plainly contrary to the Word of God. Let us write in
and register our p:rotest!

Lawrence R. White, vice presid.ent of programming,
3000 W. Alameda Ave., Burbank, Calif. 91523

NBC-TV

Martin W. Starger, vice president of programming, ABC-TV
1220 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N. Y. 10019
Fred Silverma,n, vice president of programming,
51 W. 52nd. Street, New York, N. Y. 10019

CBS-TV

-M.L.N.

“Asking in the name of Christ really means relying on Him in such a
way that we are accepted and heard for His sake, not for our own sake.
Those, however, who ask in their own name, presuming that God should
hear or look upon them because they are reciting so many, such great,
such attentive, such holy prayers will earn and get nothing but wrath and
-Luther.
disfavor.”
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