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What true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and
articles
for Scriptural
devotion
a n d
meditation.
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stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
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according
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Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
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Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
n:ith them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent
historical
information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosop;?ical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various soCZLllfXi
1‘Lutheran”
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bodies by
comparing
il.heir teaching and practice
with what is plainly
recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever
it makes its appearance
and
to keep abreast of the current happenings in the church and among the nations
as signs o,f the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of. doctrine or practice which
may be unclear
to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

“The Son of Man came, not t.o be ministered unto but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20 :28).
Here the d.ear Lord Jesus especially points us to Himself, and
teaches us His purpose for coming. The Lenten Season demonstrates
to us, step by step on the way to His cross, that Jesus truly carried
out this purpose in every way.
He calls Himself the “Son of Man” because, as the Son of God,
H’e came down from heaven and took upon Himself OUYflesh and
blood, our sins and weaknesses ‘“to give His life” as the Savior of
many.
In sinful human form He came, “not to be ministered unto”
that is, not to have us see Him and serve Him as the King and Lord
of all ; but “to minister”, that is, to se?‘veus, for “He took upon Him
the form of a se,yvant and was made in the likeness of men : And being found in fashion as a man He humbled Himself. and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Phil. 2: 7, 8).
But why? As “a ransom (a payment) for many.” No one may
say proudly, “I am not. one of the many”, nor may anyone say in despair, “I am not one of the many”; for “He died for all.” (II Car.
5 :15). Thus each must penitently confess, “H.e died to pay for my
sins also.” oh, my Savior,
I mused Thy grief and sighing
By evils ?rzultiplying
As co,untless as the sands.
I cuumd the woes unnumbeyed
W,ith which Thy soul is cumbered,
Thy so~~~owsyaised by wicked hands. (LX.

171)

Will we not watch with Him one hour in His agony of prayer?
Will we not follow on the way of sorrows Him who “was wounded
for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities ?” Is. 53 :5),
Will we not look upon Him as He gives His life into death on the
cross for us ?
Jesus has borne our entire burden of sin and guilt. Let us then
gratefully hear His invitation this Lenten Season, “Take My yoke
upon you, and learn of Me...and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matt. 11: 29, 30).
-J.W.L.
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March 3rd was a significant day on the Christian calendar, for
on that day we crossed the threshold of another Lent,en season and
began to accompany the Lord in spirit on His sorrowful journey to
t,he cross. The days of Lent are rich in meaning and filled with reverence and meditation. With eyes of faith we behold dramatic scenes
in a garden, in a palace, in courts, along city streets, and finally out
to a somber hill called Calvary. This season of the year brings us espe.cially close to our. Lord and Savior, and we shall benefit by this
annual pilgrimage only in the measure that we humbly and penitently witness His suffering and d.eath and understand the significance of His glorious work of redemption.
How shall we ponder the Passion story so as to glorify our Savior and benefit our souls ? First, we must realize anew that also our
sins caused Jesus to suffer and die. To look on Him merely as a.
noble martyr and to denounce the wicked acts of the religious and,
political leaders of His day is to fail to recognize the part which our
own transgressions played in His deep agony aad woe. Isaiah writes,
“He was wounded for OUR transgressions, He was bruised for OUR
iniquities !” (53: 5)
Secondly, we must appreciate anew how perfectly Jesus fulfilled His Father’s will. Moved by a boundless love for all sinners, He
did His work without complaint, for “as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth !” Is. 53: 7. The more we learn
of this wond,erful love of God in Christ and of the glorious work of
redemption, the more we shall a.ppreeiate what He has done for us.
Finally, from our journey in spirit to Golgotha’s cross, we
should be moved to follow the Lord more faithfully. In Matthew 16:
24 Jesus tells us to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and fol.low
Him. The story of Lent will teach us eagerly to walk in His ways
and to glorify Him by word and deed. The redeeme.d child of God
will seek t,o renounce his evil desires and heed the will of God patiently enduring all suffering and being faithful to the end by His
grace. What greater motive could inspire us than the love which
24

moved our Lord to make the supreme sacrifice?
During this Lenten season Jesus of Naz,areth is passing by and
asks each of us: “Can ye not watch with Me one hour?” May our
earnest response be :
Jesus, I will ponder now On Thy holy passion;
With Thy Spirit me endow For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish
Of Thy suff’ring, pain and death That I may not perish!
If we do this sincerely, then our observance of the glorious
Feast of the Resurrection will also be truly Godpleasing. In a matter
of a few weeks we shall celebrate the wonderful Easter festival.
Our hearts thrill anew before the almighty power of Him who says,
“Behold, I live ... and because I live, ye shall live also !” Rev. 1 :18.
John 14:19. With compelling boldness Paul speaks of the resurrection of Jesus in Acts 13 and says, “God raised Him from the dead...
and we declare u&o you glad tidings !” v. 30 and 32.
What greater news can there be than this that we are now reconciled through the Cross to Him who is merciful and gracious i.n
Christ ! Pardon and peace are complete, assured and offered through
the Gospel. The penalty of our sins has been paid in full by our
Lord,, and only he enjoys peace with God and will some day rise to
eternal life who believes in the Lamb’ for sinners slain. Concerning
this great truth of Easte.r Luther writes, “Observe what effects (it)
should have on us: namely, the banishing of our fear, the recognition of Christ. as our Brother, and the joyful acceptance of the heritage ,which H,e has prepared for us. We ought also so to conduct
ourselves that we may not, as undutiful children, lose this inheritance through our disobedience. In this manner will we rightly enjoy
the glorious results of the Resurrection and properly celebrate
Easter.”
0 rejoice in the knowledge of the risen Lord, trust in Him, and
love and serve Him all your days ! That will make for a truly happy
life and a peaceful death. A blessed Lenten and Easter season to
you all !
Your servant in the Lord,
0. W. SchEfer, President
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The Empty

Tomb ,, a
or an Empty
q

Faith!

“If Christ be not raised, your faith is is vain ; ye are yet in your
sins.” (I Cor. 15: 1’7). The sorrowing women went on Easter morning to the grave of Jesus in ord.er to anoint His body with spices.
They were sad because their Savior was dead. Their faith in Jesus
had been shattered. As they reached the sepulehre they were frightened at the sight of an angel who said to them, ‘Ye seek Jesus of
Naza;reth, which was crucified ; 13e is ,riserL; He is not here. Behold
the place where they laid Him.” (Mark 16 :6).
Without the assurance that Jesus rose from the dead, that His
tomb was empty, we too, like those women, would have to sorrow on
Easter morning. Our faith would be emptied of its power.
We believe that Jesus is the very Son of God who came down
to this earth to be our Savior; we believe that what He taught and
preached was the t,ruth; we believe that, because Jesus is our Savior, God the Father has forgiven all our sins ; we believe that all the
faithful will rise from their graves on the Last Day to eternal life.
This is our faith. But if Christ be not raised-if
the tomb had not
been empty- our faith is vain.
There are those who would rob us of our faith. Some say the disciples were liars and deceivers ; others say that they were imagining
things when they claimed to see Jesus aliveWas doubting Thomas
one of these ? “Except I see...1 will not believe, said Thomas. But
when Thomas did see Jesus, he could not deny the proof. He and all
the others who saw Jesus are God’s chosen witnesses t.o the fact of
the resurrection. Therefore we may firmly confess with Thomas,
“My Lord. and my God !”
In the empty tomb we have the truth. “Now is Christ risen
from the dead...Therefore, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord.” (I Corinthians 15 :20, 58).
-J.W.L.
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What now are our conclusions from even this brief study and
evaluation of the most popular recent English Bible translations or
editions 1
On the one hand, we cannot at all share the opinion of a certain
Lutheran pastor, not of our fellowship, who last year stated that “all
modern Bible translations are ‘devil’s brew of truth and, error,’ ” and
that “anyone who publicly uses a modern Bible translation, even
though the translation of the passage is faithful to the original,
should be denounced as disloyal to the Word of God.” (See announcement in The Notisl-thwestern Lutheran, Feb. 24, 1974, and the review of this in The IConcordia Lutheran, March and April, 1974.”
Whatever is translated faithfully from the original, inspired Holy
Scriptures is God’s Word, anyone else’s private opinion notwithstanding.
On the other hand, however, we cannot recommend the regular,
unguarded, indiscriminate use of these modern English translations
or editions, either in public or in private. We .must take this position
because of the many glaring errors in them, many of which are plain
departures from the original text regardless of the manuscripts
used; because of many wl:ong translations paraphrases,, and interpretations that disagree with and defy the analogy of faith, that is,
the “certain and clear passages of Scripture.” (See the Apology of
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the Augsburg Confession, Concordia Triglot, p. 441). For these reasons they not only fail to be a reliable rendering of God’s Word in the
English language, but they are in many instances misleading, dangerous to a Christian’s faith, and favorable to various religious errors in doctrine and even to modernism itself. We can recommend,
or, more exactly, countenance their use only for the well-guarded
comparative study of those, or with the help of those, who are properly equipped to notice and to differentiate between what is and
what is not God’s true Word. This is not being subjective or opinionated. For it is a fact of objective importance that the saving,
Christian faith rests upon the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures,
and nothing else as its foundation. Thus saith the Lord our Savior:
“If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8 :
31-32) And again it is written : “So then, faith comet11 by hearing
and hearing by th,e Word of God. ” “Ye are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone.” (Rom. 10: I7 ; Eph. 2 :20) And let us rememb.er and
heed the warning of the Lord through John, Rev. 22: 18-19: “For I
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book.” (Cp. 2
Timothy 3 96).
There are also other, practical reasons for not putting these
modern English “Bibles” to regular and indiscriminate use. One is
that they often create a very disorderly situation. Assuming of
course for practicability that you can’t spend a good part of nearly
each instruction hour on th,e study of translations and manuscripts,
just try to teach a Bible class, where the members share in reading,
or an Adult class, or something similar, with the people using the
Authorized or King James Version together with two or three modern translations, including the paraphrased L,iving Bib1.e; and you
will find that you and your people have on their hands not just several Bible editions but a veritable Babel of confusion. Another practical reason is that the use of the modern English “Bibles” does not
facilitate a systematic growth in Bible knowled.ge, but rather the
opposite. The reason for this is that practically no one memorizes
from these “Bibles.” They can’t very well, because there are so many
different ones; these too are being revised and re-revised: and peo28

ple change from one to another from time to time.
But which English Bible translation or edition shall we then
still regularly use ? We make no foolish claim or assertion, as if to
say or insinuate that the scholars of 1611 appointed by the king
were inspired by God -to translate and produce the King James Version. Yet we still recommend the continued use of the King James
Version because it is still, in our opinion, when compared with the
others, the all-around best English Bible that we have general,ly available today. W,e do not share the recently-stated opinion that “it
increasingly fails to speak to the people of our day.” (WELS Cornmission on Christian Literature, quoted from One Accord, July, IQ74)

Sure, the KJV has some inadequacies about it. There are some
passages where the translation is not. the best and clearest. There are
also some passages where the grammar and sentence-structure is
stilted and not easily flowing in English. But often this is so just because the words are very literally translated from the Hebrew or
Greek, sometimes in the very word sequence of the original rather
than re-arranged into the normal and more flowing English structure. But what is so bad about that? At least even these passa.gespresent t-o us the t:ruth rather than falsehood! They may take a little
extra study. But, after all, as I often remind my people for their
encouragement, you can’t expect to read the Bible anyway, with the
ab.undant treasures it has in it, as easily as you can read a’ funny
paper! .Does not the Lord Jesus tell us to search the Scrintures?
Moreover, the King James Version has in it quite a number of
“archaic “’ ,words and expressions, that is, words which were translated correctly from the original but whose English meaning has experienced some change, more or less, down through the years. But
is that a good reason just to give up for something else that is not
even as good? It isn’t that hard to learn the meaning of those words
and expressions in their true sense today. (Incidentally, the American Bible Society has available a printed list of such older words
and expressions with their modern ENnglish meaning.)
*
In the interest. of objectivity, we here include, by example, a
few passages from the KJV with a suggested, better or clearer translation : Gen. 3 :5:- (AV) : “... ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil.” (Improved j : “... ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil.”
*

Our brother Walter Fischer, of Albany, Ore., may also still
have such lists available for our readers who inquire.
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Gen. 4: ll:(AV) : “I have gotten a man from the Lord.” (Improved) : “I have gotten a man, the Lord.” Acts 7: 59 :- (AV) :
“And Obey stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” (Improved) : “And they stoned Stephen who
was calling upon God and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
2 Cor. 5:21:(AV) : “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin ;...” ( Improved) : “For he hath made him who knew no
sin to be sin for us ;...9’ Gal. 6: 6:- (AV) : “Let him that is taught
in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.”
(Improved) : ‘“Let him who is taught in the word share in all good
things with him who does the teaching.” Phil. 3: 20 :-(AV)
: “For,
our conversation is in heaven.” (Implroved) : “For our citizenship
is in heaven.” 1 Thess. 4 :15:- (AV) : Y..we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Loud shall not prevent them which are
asleep.” (Improved) : Y.. we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord shall not come before those who are asleep.” Let
these examples suffice. But would you really want to suggest, in the
interest of modern language and thought, changing “I am Alpha
and Omega” in Revelation 1: 8 to “I am A and %?” It requires indeed
but little effort to learn that Alpha and Omega are the first and
last letters of the Greek alphalo&, corresponding in our English
language to A and Z.
Then there are in the King James Version those words like thou,
thee, thy, t!&2e, and ,ye, inst.ead of zjou, your, yokes, and the corresponding verb endings like -est, e&t, and et/Z. The modern versions
do away with all of this and just say you, your, and, yours. Is this
change good or bad? Or, let us ask in objectivi.ty, Is this all for good
in the understanding of the Holy Scriptures? We hold that this
change is actually to be regretted because you d.oesnot at all distin
guish between the singular and plural, while the old forms do, and
the Scriptures themselves make this distinction in the original languages. This is of much importance, even doctrinally. Consid.er the
example of the Office of the Keys, the Fifth Chief Part in our Ca.techism. In Nlatt. 16: 19 we read that Jesus said to Peter: “I will give
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” He spoke individually to
Peter, and so he said, “thee,” not “you.” But did Christ give the Office of the Keys only to Peter9 as the Roman Church claims, and then
without any proof that Peter was the first pope, and concludes from
these false premises that only the pope has the authority to forgive
and retain sins? We answer : No. In this passage He indeed gave it
to Peter because He said 66thee9’9speaking in ,the singular, individually. But what He here gave to Peter He gave likewise to all His
30

disciples on other occasions. For we read, e.g., in John 20: “Christ
breathed on them (plural) and saith unto them (plural) receive ye
(plural) the Holy Ghost. Whosesoever sins ye (plural) remit, they
are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye (plural) retain,
they are retained.” Here the doctrine that Christ has given the Office of the Keys to His Church on earth, that is Do all His believing
ccliscip,les,is made crystal clear. HOW)?By the distinction, made also
in the original, between “you” singular and ““you” plural, between
“thee” and “ye.”
Isn’t though the proper use-and meaning of these words too difficult--unless we have become, like many of our time, so slothful,
yes so lazy, that we don’t want to learn anything anymore except
what is fed to us through a “tube.” For the average intelligent a.dult,
or upper-grade school child., and I speak by my own experience in
teaching, it takes only about fifteen minutes, or most generously
about ,a half hour, to understand the meaning of these importantly
distinguishing words. When we know, moreover, that many of the
unbelieving Jews today still send their children after school and other times to a Hebsrew school in order to help them learn and underst,and the ancient language of the Old Testament, why should, we
Christians find it too difficult to exp,end, comparatively, but a little
extra time and. effort to help ourselves and our children learn and
bett,er appreciate those older English pronouns and verb-forms
which render to us so reliably and exactly, so richly and meaningfully the original Scriptures ?
But yet one more important,, and very important, consideration.
Can we Christians of today, knowing about the various manuscripts
or copies of the original Scriptures, and understanding somewhat
the many difficulties encountered in the translation of the Scriptures,----can we be sure that we still have the true Word of God? We
answer: By all means ! if we refuse to be worried and troubled by
all those who would trouble us with these things, and simply, with
child-like faith, put our trust in the Lord Jesus and what He promises. He knew that H,is Word needed to be translated into other languages, and knowing this He commanded: “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every creature.” The Lord also commands
every Christian pastor : “Preach the Word.” How can we do all this
if we don’t have that Word with its precious Gospel ? Are we to
think ,that the Lord, and our Lord Jesus, did not know what He was
talking about? And what about His wonderful promise and assurance in Matthew 5: 181: “Verily I say unto you, Till hea.ven and
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earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
till all be fulfilled.” Here Jesus guarantees to us that every bit of
His Word will be preserved for us Christia.ns unto the end of the
world. For a “jot” is the smallest letter of the Hebrew alphabet,
looking something like a comma. And a “tittle” is a littl,e, minute
portion of just a letter in the alphabet.
So, my brethern, let us just continue to say, in faith, with the
Psalmist of old : “Thy word is very pure ; therefore thy servant loveth it !” (Ps. 119 :140)
-H. D. M.

REPORT ON THE SEMINARY
and
Presentation
Of A Very Great Need
By the grace of God the faculty and students of our Seminary
have completed the work of the first semester. Final e.xaminations
were given during the second week of February, and a semest.er
break took place the following week. God has again richly blessed
the labors of professors and students, granted them good health,
and kept His protecting hand over them in the d.ischarge of their
duties. For all these gracious blessings from our heavenly Father we
are humbly grateful.
The second semester began on Febr. 23rd and, God willing, will
conclude in the second week of June. Classes are conducted in the
evening because of the necessary secular sche.duIes of the students,
Prof. H. David Mensing teaches Dogmatics, and Prof. 0. W. Schaefer teaches symbolics II, Old Testament Isagogics, and Homiletics III.
During the first semester the students again had opportunity
to preach in the Sunday service of Peace Luthe:ran Church. With
praise to God we note their continuing progress in preparing and
delivering truly orthodox sermons with vitality and conviction. We
wish that all our Conference members could hear their edifying,
Christ-centered messages. It remains a great joy for your professors to teach these gifted young men and to prepare them for the
highest office on earth-the Christian ministry.
32

Dear members of our Conf,erence congregations, this vital work
must go FORWARD if we are to have faithful servants of the Word
in our midst in the future. Yes, our survival as an orthodox church
body with an orthodox ministry depends, under God, on the continuation of our Bible-centered training program. We desperately need
ministerial students in the years ahead if our child.ren and their
children are to have pure Word and Sacraments in their midst as we
have now. Much has been written on this subject in the past through
articles such as this and through convention reports.
It is high time to inquire: why has there been no positive response to our fervent pleas ? With this question we are not minimizing the fervent prayers and generous gifts which have come from
the hearts and. hands of our faithful people. But we pose another
question: are the members of our Conference truly concerned about
the urgent need for students in our Seminary? Are there no young
men in. our Conference who are interested in this great work? You
young men in our midst, what stands in the way of your response,
why have we not heard from you so that if there are certain problems, we might consider them and help you work them out? And
you who are parents of young Christian men, what are you doing
in definite, plractical ways to interest your sons in preparing for
this most important work on earth? Can it be that there is no real
concern about having the true Word of God in our midst also in the
future ?
Most important of all, our blessed Savior commands us to have
this great need, in our hearts always, when He says, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth Znbore,rs into
His harvest !” Mat,t. 9 5%. Sp,eaking at a District convention of the
once orthodox Missouri Synod, Dr. Francis Pieper declared, “Christians must ever see to it that the public ministry is preserved by
maintaining and preserving S,eminaries ... We must never allow our
interest in them to wane !” And Luther once wrote: “Since God has
given us His Word so abundantly, we should be grateful ... and
work day and night to secure a large number of teachers, who may
set it forth to us rightly and ceaselessly!”
In this 25th anniversary year of our Conference let every congregation in our midst show by concrete, forwa,rd-looking action
that it will do its part to keep our Seminary functioning to the glory
of God and the welfare of the Church.
-President
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While Holy Writ warns against a subjective isolationism, that
is, schisms and separations which are concerned with outward
forms and customs that do not bear in themselves elements of confusion and disruption (1 Cor. 1 :I@13 ; 14 :33 ; PI :I%-19)) it does not
sanction arbitrary modes of behavior which are apt to give offense
to brethren (Rom. 14 :I6 ; 1 Cor. 8: 9) ; and the Formula of Concord
is right (Art. X, especially Nos. 1.7.16.) when it tells Christians not
to identify themselves, also in outward forms, with customs which
are associated with the enemies of the truth, specifically also in the
matter of vestments and characteristic services. Separation is Demanded bz~God when church fellowship with others, also within the
Lutheran group, is equivalent to the condoning of error and the
supporting of erroneous teaching (I Tim. 5: 20-22 ; 2 John 10.11). On
such principles the Christian Chukh was founded and the Lutheran
Church established, for the repudiation of error in doctrine and
practice is an essential requirement in the case of all true members
of the Christian Church.
9.
We regard a church organization, such as synod, a federation
of congregations and certain individuals, as supreme and sovereign
with reference to its own internal affairs, and its jurisdiction over
its officials of every type. But the resolutions of a synod regarding
doctrinal matters ha.ve validity in its constituent congregations and
for its individual members only if such resolutions are in full agreement with the Word of God and do not infringe upon the sovereignty of the individual congregation. Any bureaucratic or hierarchical
polity in which congregations or individuals are subjected to manmade rules or to government and direction of synod,ical officials cannot so function according to the Word of God. While a church body
may, and should, publish its confessions and insist upon the use of
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orthodox textbooks by its constituents, it transgresses its functions
if it attempts to bind on the consciences of its members any resolutions that are not supported by Holy Writ.
10.
We recognize and honor the position of the parish pastors and
other leaders who labor in Word and doctrine (Gal. 6: 6-7 ; 1 Tim.
5 :17-H ; 1 Thess. 5: 12-13 ; Hebr. 13: 1.7)) and we acknowledge the
fact that the Lord has safeguarded their office (1 Cor. 4 :l ; 1 Tim.
5 :I9 ; Hebr. 13 :7). At the same time we emphasize the position of
all Christians as kings and priests before the Lord of the Church
(1 Pet. 2 :9 ; Rev. 1:6), and their right to judge all doctrine (John
10: 5, 1 Cor. 2: 15 ; 1 John 4: 1) Yas stressed especially by Luther in
various monographs and expository writings (also the matters of
regulating Church Ceremonies, vest,ments, etc.). When believers
form a congregation, they jointly exercise the 0ff ice of the Keys,
forgiving and retaining sins and administering the Sacraments in
the name of all, the pztblic exercise of this power being in the hands
of the pastor in his divinely instituted office.
II.

According to Scripture all officials and pastors, in fact all members of Synod who are a.ware of the implications of the Chicago
S2ate:n.en-tof 1945 and of its doctrinal. aberrations, also of the false
teaching which appeared in the columns of the LUTHERAN WITNESS and elsewhere, and did not state their objections or inform
their congregations of the growing doctrinal discord in the Missouri
Synod, are remiss in their duties and have become guilty of other
men’s sins (Rom. 16: 17-18 ; I Tim. 6 :3-5 ; 1 Tim. 5 22).
12.

Without our solieitation we find ourselves supported in our objection t.o the COVU~OYZ
Confession by the results of searching studies of brethren in our country and in other countries, the general
agreement in the criticism being that the Common Confession has
weakened and even nullified many parts of the BRXEF STATEMENT. To try to uphold them both is equivalent to halting between
two opinions. If the BRIEF STATEMENT, in all doct!rinal teaching, is right, then the Common Confession, in the corresponding
parts is wrong, because of its vagueness and omissions. And since
repeated efforts to halt. the pxogxssive deterioration of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have brought no results, the time has
come when, for the sake of hundreds of troubled consciences, the
35

actual status of affairs must be proclaimed to the whole world, lest
we be condemned by the Lord of Truth together with those who persistently teach falsehood.
-

to be continued

-

-P.R.B.

. . .

tith editorialcomment

“As far as I’m concerned, my boy died two hours after the accident,” Lawrence Clemons said. Clemons’ 19-year-old son Darrell
suffered .extensive brain damage in a motorcycle accident more than
5 months ago. Part of his brain was removed and the doctors say
the comatose youth would live about 4 minutes without the respirator that forces air into his lungs. Karen -Ann Quinlan, age 21, has
been in a coma. since April %5th, Seven doctors have testified that
her brain has been dama,ged beyond repair and that the breath-sustaining respirator simply allo,ws her to live in a “hopeless, chronic
vegetative state.”
We have read and heard mwh about the a,bove two cases. Undoubtedly, the’re a.re magzy mo;*e in our cozlntry. What is a Christian
to thinly? How <ishe to a.&? .First of al.l, we Christians must recognize that life is a precious gift f from the hand of our Creator. With
Job we exclaim, “Thou, ha& granted me life” (1 O:lZ), Secondly, the
Lord has given the 5th Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill” to protect an.d preserve hum.an life. God has given us life; He alone has
the right t.o take it. Therefore, to do anythjing which woulid shorten
and destroy human life is certainEy not i,n harmony w,ith these fundamental principles. God has bound us to certain m,eans in order to
preserve our Eves. We are to make use, if at a.11possible, of all ORDINARY me>dical ,means when so needed. Not to do so, when able to do
so, is surely contrary to the command, “Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God” (Mutt. ..&Y). TO use EXTRAORDINARY means under all
circumstances merely to sustain an obviously terminal ease is nowhere commanded in Scripture. After all, we Christians should be
happy to go to our heavenly Home! (Philippians 1: 23).
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More than 1,200 delegates to the Catholic Women’s Ordination
Conference this last November launched a campaign to win admission of women to the priesthood in the Roman Catholic Church. Sister Patricia Hughes of the Jesuit School of Theology in Chicago
sa.id the meeting in Southfield, Michigan, was intended to bring together persons in the Church who believe women should be allowed
to take the ultimate st.ep toward full priesthood. The administrative
board of the U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in advance of the
meeting reaffirmed the Church’s traditional position that “women
are not to be ordained to the priesthood.”
Those ,~ho keep urp ,with cuymnt events in Chyistendom aye aware of the fact that the Rom,an Ca:t:holic Church is 0n.e of the few
rem.aining church denominations not to a.llow /women pastors. Most
of the Protestnnt de,n.ominations, including som,e of the large Lutheran bodies, have succumbed to the demand that women be allowed
to occupy the pulpit. We, as ‘well as som.e other conse,rvative Lutheran bo>dies,refuse to yield to such dem.ands. Why? Are we stubborn?
Male chrzxvinists? Afraid to bvM; with tcraclition? No, indeed, we
are simply, ;as every true L,utheran knows, abiding by the clear
words of God in Holy Writ! The Apostle writes, “It is a, shame for
women to spea.kin the church” (1 Cor. 14 :3,5). Again, “I suffer not
a woman to teach, nor to usurp a,uthority over the (man” (1 Tim.. Z:
12). Dr. Maytin Luther correctly observes on the ba.sis of such pa.ssages, “The Holy Ghost has excluded women from the government
of the Church.” And those women who tri’uly believe what God teaches in this respect will not want to be pasto’rs but rejoice to :be “lcegers at home” ( Titus 2.~5).

Whether free or sold at 50 cents a meal, a survey of Des Moines
city schools conducted by the Des Moines Tribune found about 25 per
cent of the food in federally funded lunch programs is scrapped
down the drain. “,I’m sure parents would be schocked at the waste,”
said a cafeteria worker at Lincoln High School. Among the things
that come back uneaten are most vegetables, fruits and salads. Cabbage, broccoli and spinach lead the list, the newspaper found. At one
elementary school, 10 gallons of milk were poured down the drain
following a single Tunch hour. “I think a lot of the problem is that
kids have just what they want to eat at home,” Mrs. Scheel, cafeteria manager, said. “If they won’t eat something at home, they won’t
eat it here,”
In the Lord’s Prayer we Christians pray,, Give us this day our
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daily bread.” The unbelievers do not recognize and receive their
daily bread as a gracious gift of God, therefore it is not surprising
wh.en the children of this ,world, are ungrateful and waste the food
wh.ich the Lord has so graciously given. We dure not forget that we
Christians, because of our s1:nful flesh, are also tempted to become
guilty of unthankfulness a$nd .waste the food which the Lord gives
us. Remember how careful theSavior zas when He had fed the 5,000
men? “When they weq*efil.le&, He said unto His d’isciples, Gather up
the fragments that rem,ain, that nothing be lost” (John 6A-15).
We, who believe in Him as our Lord and Savior, should strive to be
R;I,nexample to the unbelievers also in this area of Christian stewardship by not ,wasting the food ,which our #dear heavenly Father so
bounteously bestows upon us unworthy sinners!

A growing n.umber of scientists who attended the American
Astronomical Society convention in Chicago last month are coming
to terms with the prospect. that ,eventually the stars will burn out and
the universe will end. But many are doing so reluctantly. It is more
satisfying to think of the cosmos ~1sst.able and eternal, said astronomer Simon Peter Worden of Sacramento. But he added that in the
last 5 years, most astrono~~s have changed their views and believe
that the universe a,lways will expa.nd outward, like a balloon being
‘eternally inflated. Under the so-called infinite or “open” universe
theory, it is believed that galaxies will fly apart and their stars eventually will die out. David Schramm, associate professor of astrophysics at the University of Chicago, an exponent of the “open” universe theory, says the universe simply does not contain enough mass
to provide the gravitational force to pull things together again. All
astronomers conclude that the universe was born out of a primeval
fireball whose violence sent out primordial matter flying out in all
idirections. ‘1Stars are still being born, but eventually they will no
longer be born,” said Schramm. YNore and more gas will become
locked in remnants- the white dwarfs, black holes and neutron
stars-and not be availa.ble for relea.se back into the galaxies to
make new stars. But this declining process will take a long, long
time. The universe is now about 15 billion years old and will continue to exist for many times that. period.”
Reason certainly k2a.sits place in TEMPORAL things but when it
comes to the HEA4VEhTLY truths revealed to us by God in His Wordthe,re we must take our rcaso,n captive and say: “Thus ,saith the
Lord!” We are the created.-Go,d the Creator. We are the clay-God
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the Potjter. God created the world& six ord;inary days and God will
destroy the ,u:or’ld on the Last Day. The wiseacres who think that
they know more than Gocl will e,verlastingly regret their stupidity
in hell!

A Baptist church in Tallahassee, Fla., has begun a campaign to
put the torch to records by Elton John, the Rolling Stones and other
rock stars. Some $2,200 worth of records were tossed into a bonfire
after church officials labeled the music immoral. The Rev. Charles
Boykin, associate pastor and. youth director at the church said the
main thing wrong with rock music is its sensual beat. “Too much of
this can aff,ect you in the wrong way,” he said, adding that even
some gospel music can lead youths astray. “There’s bad music all
around us. It’s not only rock nxxic. Even gospel rock has that beat,”
he said. At the Wednesday night bonfire, conducted after prayer
services at the independent Baptist church, teenage members of
the church were asked to bring Top 40 records which they felt unleashed unrestrained carnal appetites. “Teenagers in the church
felt they couldn’t give the records away,” Boykin said. “As one of
them put it, -that would be like giving dope away.”
We Christians. knorw that music is a gracious gift of Chd. It
drives away the spirit of all sadness, the devil, and makes us cheerj%l and happy. ‘When King Saul was plague,d by depression, David
played the harp and the eltil spirit was driven off. (See 1 Sam. 16:
IAjf).
Cut music, like eve,rything else, has been corrupted by the devil and pressed into the service of lust. Many of the songs (yes, even
muzy of the so-called gospel songs) have a sen.suaZbeat and rhythm
to the,m rwhich arouse the sinful flesh. Moreover, many of the present
,clay worldly songs have texts zcthich are not only suggestive and obscelLze,but also conta,in curse words. We Christians should, therefore, direct our thoughts away from such lusts and seek to learn and
cherish that which is in accord with God’s Word and thus praise
Him aright.
4vl.L.N.
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