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Dear Brother in Christ, 
In your last letter you mentioned going to your counsellor at 

school to discuss your future career and the schooling and training 
yo~z will need to have for it. I’m glad to see you wisely thinking a- 
head and planning for the future. Before you come to a decision, 
however, I’d like to “get my two cents in”. 

There are truly many fine and interesting occupations into 
which one can enter, and the schools of today are trying to do a 
good servi.ce in guiding young people into a field that well suits 
their character and ability. School counsel, however, has some in- 
adequacies. One is that the counsellors cannot really know you as 
an individual, but must base their advice mostly on theoretical tests 
of your ability and inclination. Another is that, by and large, school 
counsellors completely fail to encourage young men, like you, to con- 
sider a field of work which is important above all others ; namely, 
the office of the ministry. 

It is this latter point which is of major concern to us, for 
while not every one will actually enter the office of the ministry, 
every Christian young man should at the very least very seriously 
consider the office of the ministry and his own God-given talents, 
abilities, and qualifications with regard to it. You and I both know 
that a Christian will always consider how he can best serve his dear 
Lord and put His kingdom first, using as much as possible the gifts 
God has given him in accordance with His will, because he knows 
what great things our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has already 
done for him. 

And so now you, my brother, also consider carefully the pos- 
sibility of entering the service of the Lord as a futu’re pastor in our 
midst. If your pastor, as a. result of his observations of your char- 
acter, personality, or other qualifications, has ever mentioned to you 
specially that you should think about the ministry as your calling, 
do not lightly pass over his counsel. Your pastor is really a much 
better counsellor than the one you have at school, for he Icnows what 
he’s talking about. He knows by experience-not just theory- the 
career he’s advising you to consider. Moreover he knows y0.u far bet- 
ter than any school counse.1lo.r could, especially if he’s been your 
pastor for any length of time and has seen you grow and mature in 
the Lord. Furthermore, more than any school counsellor, your past- 
or dearly loves YOU, even as a father a son, and in that love is grea,t]y 
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concerned that you find a station in life which will be good for you. 
And if his counsel is somewhat mild,, don’t let that cause you to con- 
sider the ministry but mildly, for it is out of love that it is so, being 
careful not to force your hand in any way and knowing a decision 
to enter the ministry must be your decision. 

You know, it is to just such mild counsel of my own pastor that 
I must attribute greatly my own decision to prepare for the minis- 
try. His advice was given seemingly very casually as we met on 
other matters or in simple visiting. And though I thought his com- 
ment fit my brother more than it did me and therefore set it to the 
side, through the years the memory of his counsel kept returning, 
and when our seminary opened in 1969 I was privileged to be 
part of the student body. To him and to the Lord I owe great thanks 
for mild but wise counsel. 

But even if you don’t #remember a specific time when your past- 
or said something to you, still think seriously about the ministry. 
For, as a Christian you want to follow the Lord’s will and obey His 
Word, which says, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that 
He will send forth laborers into His harvest.” Does it make sense to 
pray earnestly for ministers, and then say, “...but not me, Lord, 
even though you may have given me talents that are well suited for 
that important work.“? 

First in your considerations are the qualifications given by our 
Lord. I cannot improve on the wording here, so I refer you to the 
Epistles to Timothy and Titus. There you will find the Lord’s re- 
quirements and counsel which He gave concerning the ministry and 
which you have learned in confirmation class. 

Among your considerations you will also wisely include the ques- 
tion, ‘“What can I expect if I follow this course 7” I myself cannot an- 
swer completely that question yet, for I still await the time when I 
actually enter the ministry. To get more information here, of course, 
your own pastor is your best resource. I can, however, comment on 
the things I have observed in the ministry and experienced in the 
seminary. 

First, you can expect not to have a grand financial income. 
While some modernistic teachers have attained from their followers 
great earthly treasure, those who hold fast to Cod’s true Word in 
great earthly reward; for while the members of the churches they 
these tim.es of liberalism and apostacy have generally not found 
serve give richly, they, being little flocks, don’t have the funds they 
would like to have to be able to pay their pastors what their office 
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deserves. 
You can expect also being ridiculed by not only the world but 

especially other pastors ; namely, those liberalistic perverters of the 
truth, who hate the way you hold to God’s pure Word alioneL 

You can expect a work load that would make many cringe--tir- 
rng mental wo’rk, unplanned “interruptions”: unending visits for 
the care of the sick, the bolstering of the weak in faith, and the en- 
couragement of the faithful-work in which, because you’re deal- 
ing with souls, you can’t afford a mistakedvork which keeps you 
on call 24 hours a day seven days a week, and of such volume that 
even that much time is insufficient. 

You can expect a life upon which all eyes are fixed, some for 
the Christian example you must give and some itching to find the 
slightest fault to criticise. 

As a student you can expect years of intense study-for our 
seminary, unlike some, is not a graduate mill, but an institution for 
adequately preparing men for the m o s t important work there is. 
You can expect a minimum of social fun and relaxation-for unlike 
schools where students care but little for God’s Word, here the stud- 
ies will demand almost all of your time. And as an example already 
to others, whether you be single or married, you can expect difficul- 
ties in a.ffairs of the heart; not only will you deny yourself and 
those you love, but even as you do so there may be those uninformed 
who will require you to be a paragon of superhuman perfection and 
will accuse you of dividing your interests between God and your 
God-recognized need of a wife and family.* 

With all these considerations, the devil and our old Adam will 
try as hard as they can to dissuade you from entering the service of 
the Lord and to make you pass over lightly the possibility with 

* “7. The Seminary curriculum is designed for full-time students. As far a8 
possible special arrangements may be made, with the approval of the faculty 
and the Committee on Theological Education, for such otherwise qualified stu- 
dents who desire part-time s t u d y in the required Seminary curriculum. Such 
special arrangements may also be made for students desiring and having the a- 
bility to pursue accelerated study. 

‘%. The Administration of our Seminary does not forbid marringe,secular 
employment, or any extra-curricular activity. It is to be emphasized, however, 
that a reguIar student may be too much encumbered by responsibilities in any 
extra-curricular matter to pursue his full-time studies adequately. Therefore, pro- 
spective students and those already in the Seminary who may be contempl&- 
ing such matters as may impede ‘their academic progress shall be expected to 
consult and counsel with the faculty in order to determine whether their full- 
time status, which is definitely to be desired for their ministerial preparation, 
can be ma.intained,” --Entrance Requirements and Necessary Rules for 
Good Order, Seminary Catalog, pag.es 1 and 2. -Ed. 
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lame excuses. When considering the qualifications our Lord has giv- 
en us in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus, we are tempt,ed to say, 
“I’m not apt to teach; I can’t... ; etc.” What poor excuses! What is 
the seminary for? It’s not to take men who are already able teachers 
of the Lord’s Word, but to take dedicated Christian young men and 
make them able, to prepare them for the Lord’s ministry. More- 
over, wha-l; pastor is able of himself to do this great work? The A- 
postle Paul says, “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
anything as of ourselves, b,ut our sufficiency is of God; who also 
hath made us able min.isters of the new testament.” No, it’s not us 
or our ability that are anything but God that giveth the increase. 
We but carry the treasures of God in as it were earthen vessels, and 
if God chooses us to do so, should it not be a great privilege? 

Another excuse the old Adam tries is, “I’m not so good at study- 
,ng, and the ministry takes so much.” Sure the ministry takes stuti.+. 
ing, and certainly a pastor needs to have a certain ability and toler- 
ation for study. But there is somethin,g in this the old Adam pur- 
posely ignores. From where does an aversion to study come? Is it 
from subjects you enjoy or from having to study in areas you dis- 
like? If, for example, you like cars, do you hate reading automotive 
magazines or books which give ways of fixing or improving your 
“beast”? If you can honestly say you don’t study well in your favor- 
ite subject, then probably the ministry is not for you. But unless 
you can say that, consider: In the seminary and in the ministry the 
subject is the Word of God and the salvation of souls. Hardly can 
this glorious subject be considered “dry” or dull. Can you as a. true 
Christian express or even feel but little interest in God’s pure Word, 
the only way to salvation for men? 

Still another excuse is often, “If I enter the ministry I won’t 
have enough money properly to support my family.” But is that the 
Word of God which reads, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
and, ‘,‘Now I am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken or 
his seed begging bread.“,? 

You see, these and all such arguments of our old Adam are eas- 
ily refuted. So don’t let your considerations stop at just the seemA 
ingly negative aspects of the ministry noted above; for there are 
some other things you can expect once you enter the preparation for 
and the work of the Lord’s ministry. 

You first of all will come to know the Lord’s Word much make 
thoroughly; and what a treasure that is ! How wonderfully His ora- 



cles give wisdom, strength, and encoura.gement in all the hardships 
you may encounter ! 

But this is only the beginning. As you see and teach what you 
will have learned you will see the wondrous power of God at work, 
bringing joy ever more abundantly to the souls of those you love, 
changing the lives of sin-plagued hearts to hearts reposing in peace- 
ful rest. As you work you can expect that rare satisfaction that 
comes from work you know is not only mildly needed but vitally ne- 
cessary. And you can expect, unlike so many earthly callings, your 
work to be greatly appreciated by your faithful he.asers and espe- 
cially by God Himself, who declares, “How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the Gospel of peace,” and who promises, “they 
that be wise shall sh.ine as the brightness of the firmament and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” 

Already as a student in the seminary I myself have had and ex- 
perienced treasures and blessings which far surpass the ability of 
comparison with any earthly standard. I know that if you decide to 
join us here at the seminary you will find the same. And if you have 
not decided for sure yet when you start seminary studies whether 
to actually enter the ministry (that decision isn’t necessary before 
you begin seminary study-I’d venture to say it’s not even common. 
My decision didn’t come for a couple of years.) I’m sure you will 
soon see that the ministry is the best place for you to be while here 
on earth. Think about it; for, as was said in a recent sermon by my 
pastor, “There is hardly any greater opportunity than this work 
of the Lord for Christian young men to e x p re s s their faith in 
Christ.” 

“Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, 
‘Who will go a,nd. work today? 
Fields aye white and hayvests waiting! 
Who will bear the sheaves away?” ’ 
Loud a,nd long the Master calleth; 
Rich rewaa*d He offers thee. 

Answer quickly when He ca$leth, 
Were am I. Send me! SmG! me! ’ )’ 

May the Lord bless your deliberations. Hoping this finds you in 
good health and happiness, physically and spiritually. I am. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Randall D. Styx 
Submitted through his 
pastor, H. D. M. 



HI istord §ketch 

IV. THE O.L.C. FOUNDED IN OKABENA, MINNES.OTA 
A.s A DIRECT RESULT of the adoption of The Common Confession 

by the Milwaukee Convention of the Missouri Synod and the inaction 
of that Synod to discipline those pastors in her midst who publicly 
taught false doctrine, a new church body was founded at Okabena, 
Minnesota, on September 26, 1951. Pastor Geo. Schweikert was 
pastor of St. John’s congregation which hosted the organizational 
convention of the new body. The first invitations. to the convention 
were sent out from Okabena on July 11, 1951, arrangements having 
been made for the convention by the St. Louis Lutheran Study Club. 
La,ymen a.nd pastors who attended the convention came from Pen- 
nsylvania, Flordia, California, Oregon, Nebraska, Missouri, Iowa, 
Illinois, South Dakota, and Minnesota. These laymen and pastors 
had no agreement beforehand to organize a new church body, but as 
the convention progressed and the facts were presented which they 
had individually gathered, it was felt that there was only one thing 
to do, naxnely., to organize a new church- body and to quit the Mis- 
souri Synod. The convention was scheduled for two days. Beginning 
on September 25, various essays were heard and accepted. Later, on 
September 26, ArticEes of Agreement were adopted including the 
Confession of Faith Professed and Practiced by All True Lutherans. 
The o,riginal signatories to the Articles of Agreement were : Pastors: 
P. R. Bloedel, Wilmot, S. D., H. F. Koehlinger, Detroit, Mich., P. E. 
Kretzmann, Cuba, MO., W. H. McLaughlin, Pittsburg, Pa., H. D. Men- 
sing, Tinley Park, Ill., M. L. Natterer, Lansing, Ill., A. M. Schup- 
mann, Plymouth, Neb., Gustav G. Schupmann, Chesterfield, MO., 0. 
G. Schupmann, Minneapolis, Minn., George Schweikert, Okabena, 
Minn. Laymen: Fred J. Niebruegge, Clayton, MO., H. A. Strumpler, 
St. Louis, MO., 0. E. Reimnitz, St. Louis, MO., Wm. Koslowske, St. 
Louis, MO., and Emil L. Weiss, Winter Haven, Fla.. Later the num- 
ber of pastoral members was increased by the following: L. N. Wil- 
enius, F. Q. Schupmann, E. E. Erickson, E. C. Hallstein, and 0. W. 
Schaefer. 

THE NAME CHOSEN for the new church body was the Or?thodox 
Lutheran Conference. It was organized under the following officers: 
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W. II. McLaughlin, president; Dr. P. %. Kretzmann, vice-president; 
A. M. Schupmann, secretary; Fred J. Niebruegge, treasurer; H. A. 
St.rumpler, board membmer-at-large. 

IN 1952, the Orthodox Lutheran Conference established a semi- 
nary at Minneapolis, Minnesota. On September 21, 1952, the newly 
founded Or’thodox Lutherma Se~minary had its opening service and 
on the next day classes began being conducted by the two called pro- 
fessors, Dr. P. E. Kretzmann and W. A. McLaughlin. 

THE FIRST EDITOR of The Orthodox Lutheran, official periodical 
of the OLC, was George S,chweikert of Okabena who only a few 
months later resigned from the Conference because of internal dif- 
ficulties in his congregation. 0. G. Schupmann succeeded Pastor 
Schweikert as editur and continued until the Fall of 1954 when P. 
R. Bloedel was elecDed to this position by the Conference in conven- 
tion assembled. 

TO GIVE OUR READERS a better recollection of the Orthodox Luth- 
eran Conference, we will reprint in our next issue the ArticZes of 
Aywe,ment and the ,Confession of Faith Professed and Practiwd by 
All /‘me Luthwans. 

---I?. R. B 

on Se P-Preservation 
It is not forbidden but rather commanded that by the sweat of 

our brow we should seek our daily food, clothing, and all we need and 
avoid destruction and disease whenever we can, as long as we do so 
without detracting from our love and duty toward our neighbor. 
How much more appropriate it is therefore to seek to preserve life 
and avoid death if this can be done without ha;rm to our neighbor, 
inasmuch as life is more than food and clothing, as Christ himself 
says in Matthew 5: 6.25. If someone is so strong in faith, however, 
that he can willingly suffer nakedness, hunger, and want without 
tempting God and trying to escape, although he could do so, let him 
continue that way, but let him not condemn those who will not or 
cannot do the same. 

Examples in Holy Scripture abundantly prove that to flee from 
death is n.ot wrong in itself. Abraham was a great saint but he fear- 
ed deat,h ,and esca.ped it by pretending that his wife, Sarah, was his 
sister. Because he did it so without neglecting or adversely affect- 
ing his neighbor, it was not counted as a sin against him. His son, 
Isaac, did likewise. Jacob also fled from his brother Esau to avoid 
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death at his hands. Likewise, David fled from Saul, and from Absa- 
lom. The prophet Uriah escaped from King Jehoiakim and fled into 
Egypt. The valiant p,rophet Elijah, I Kings 19:3, had dest&oyed all 
the prophets of Baa1 by his great faith, but afterward, when Queen 
Jezebel threatened him, he became afraid and fled into the desert. 
B e f o r e that, Moses f 1 e d into the land of Midian wheti the king 
searched for him in Egypt. Many others have done likewise. All of 
them fled from death when it was possible and saved their lives, yet 
without depriving their neighbors of anything but first meeting 
their obligations toward them. 

. 

Yes, you may reply, but these examples do not refer to dying by 
pestilence but to death under persecution. Answer: Death is death, 
no matter how it occurs. According to Holy Scripture God sent His 
four scourges: pestilence, famine, sword, and wild beasts. If it is 
permissible to flee from one or the othebr in clear conscience, why 
not from all four? Our examples demonstrate how the holy fathers 
escaped from the sword ; it is q u i t e evident that Abraham, Isaac 
land Jacob fled from the other scourge, namely, hunger and death, 
when they went to Egypt to escape famine, 8,s we are told in Genesis 
40-47. Likewise, why should one not run a’way from wild beasts? I 
hear people say, “If war or the Turks come, one should not flee from 
his village or town but s t a.y and await God’s punishment by the 
sword.” That is quit,e true; let him who ha& a strong faith wait for 
his death, but he should not condemn those who take flight. 

By such reasoning, when a house is on fire, no one should run 
outside or rush to help because such a. fire is also a punishment from 
God. Anyone who runs into deep water d a r e not save himself by 
swimming but musti surrender to the water as to a diyine punish- 
ment. Very well, do so if you can but do not tempt God, and aXlow 
others to do as much as they are capable of doing. Likewise, if some- 
one breaks a leg, is wounded, or bitten, he should not seek medical 
aid but say, “It is God’s punishment I shall bear it until it heals by 
itself.” Freez.ing weather and winter are a 1 s o God’s punishment 
snd can cause death. Why run to get inside or near a fire? Be strong 
and stay outside until it becomes warm again. We should then need 
no apothectiries or drugs or physicians because all illnesses are pun- 
ishment frolm God. Hunger and thirst are also great punishmenti 
and torture. Why do you eat and drink instead of letting yourself 
be punished until hunger and thirst stop of themselves? Ultimately 
s u c h talk will lead to the point where we abbreviate the Lord,s 

- Please turn to page 88 - 
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A MIGHTY Fortress is our God, 
A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from every need 
That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The oldevil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great tight 
Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

With might of OUP’S can naught be done, 
Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant one, 
whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Chri& it is, 
Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there’s none other God, 

He holds the field forever. 

Though devils all the world should fill, 
Al2 eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear norill, 
They cannot overpower us. 

Th,is world% prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none, 
He’s judged, the tdeed is done, 

One little word can fell him. 

Th,e Word they still shall let remain 
And not a thank%ave for it; 

Ha’s by our side upon the plain, 
With: His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take’ they-owr life, 
Goods, fame, child and wife; 
Let these all be gone, 
They yet have nothing won, 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
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As in the great drama of the Reformation one colossal figure 
stands out prominently, so in the rich storehouse of Lutheran hym- 
nology there is one great hymn which stands out as the greatest of 
them all, namely, Luther’s Battle hymn-“A mighty Fortress is our 
God.” 

Koestlin, the historian, has well written, “This hymn is Luther 
in song. It is pitched in the very key of the man. Rugged and majes- 
tic, trustful in God and confident, it was the defiant t,rumpet blast 
of the Reformation, speaking out to the powers of the earth an all- 
conquering conviction of divine vocation and empowerment. The 
world has many sacred songs of exquisite tenderness and unalterable 
trust, but this one of Luther’s is matchless in its warlike tone, its 
rugged strength and its inspiring ring.” 

Probably the prevalent impression that Luther wrote this hymn 
on his way to Worms a.nd chanted it as he entered the city is due to 
the parallel in the third stanza to his famous saying on the eve of 
the Diet of Worms, “I’ll go, though there are as many devils in the 
city as there are tiles on the roofs of the houses.” 

The time of its composition, according to the best authorities, 
was just before the Diet of Augsburg in 1529. It probably was writ- 
ten in his temporary refuge, the noble Ca.stle Coburg. It certainly 
was often sung there by him. We naturally, therefore, associate its 
imagery with this beautiful castle. Aciording to d’Aubigne, the his- 
torian, it was sung by the reformers not only at the Diet itself in 
Augsburg, but also by the people in all the churches of Saxony. Thus 
we see that this, the greatest of our Reformation hymns, was born 
almost simultaneously with Protestantism’s greatest distinctive 
creed, the Augsburg Conf,ession. We cannot consistently subscribe 
to the one without ardently loving and diligently using the other. 

The general favor and wide use of this great hymn is establish- 
ed by the fact that there are no less than ninety distinct translations 
of Luther’s Battle Hymn into English, and that it has been translat- 
ed into about fifty different languages. It was sung in a 11 the 
churches of Saxony in the formative days of the Reformation and 
its energetic strains often revived the most dejected hearts. It was 
sung at Luther’s funeral and the first line is carved on his tomb in 
the Castle Church at Wittenberg. This matchless hymn is the spe- 
cial property of the Lutheran Church which is widely used through- 
out. the world as stirring marshal music-mighty in voicing faith, 
in cultivating deepest devotion, and in developing greatest Chris- 
tian courage. 
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Luther loved the 46th Psalm on which he based the words of 
this hymn. In periods of special stress he would often say to his 
friend Melanchthon: “Come, Philip, let us sing the forty-sixth 
Psalm !” Let us also sing it in Luther’s words to Luther’s melody. It 
will point us to our real Tower and Source of strength and defence. 

Adapted from Favorite Hymns, 1917 

L cm 
REPENTANCE and GOOD WORKS 

(Primarily according to Articles IV, V, and VI of the Formula of Concord) 

- continued from previous issue - 

XIII. 

Accordingly, w h y is it necessary that the Christian here also 
needs the preaching of the Law? The THOROUGH DECLARATION an- 
swers : “However,,believers are not rene,wed in this life perfectly OYT 
completeZy, completive vel consummative (as the ancien&s say) ; for 
although their sin is covered by the perfect obedience of Christ, SOI 
that it is not imputed to believers for condemnation, and also the 
mortification of the old Adam a,nd the ren.ewal in th’e spirit of their 
mind is begun through the Holy Ghost, neverth,eless the old Adam 
cl~ings to them still in their nature and all its internal and ezterna6 
powers. Of this the apostle has written Rom. 7, 18ff.: ‘I know that 
in me (that is, in my f 1 e s h) dwelleth no goold thing., And again: 
For that which I do I allow not; for what I would that I do not; but 
what I hate, that do I., Likewise: ‘I see another law in my members 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into cap:t!ivity 
to the law of sin., Likewise, Gal. 5, 17: ‘The flesh lusteth against the 
sp.irit and the spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the 
one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.’ 
Therefore, because of these lusts of the flesh the truly bdiev~ng, elect 
and regenerate children of God need in this life not only the daily 
instruction and admonition, warning, and threatening of the Law, 
but also frequently punishm4ents, that they may be roused (the old 
man is driven out of them) as.d follow the Spirit of Go&! m it is 
written Ps. l.99, ‘71: ‘It is good for me that I have been aff&ted, t/,& 
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I might learn Thy statutes., And again, ‘when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castatuay., And again, Heb. 12: 8: ‘But 
if ye be without cha,stisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye 
bastards and not sons’; as Dr. Luther has f u 11 y explained this at 
greater length z’n fhe Summer Part of the Church Postil, on the Epis- 
tle for the LVineteenth Sunday after Trinity.” (965, 7-9.) Further- 
inore : “For th,e old Adam, as an intractable, refractory ass, is still 
a part of them, ,which m us t be coerced to the obedience of Christ, 
not only by th.e tea&Gag, admonitio,n, force, and threatening of the 
Law, but also oftentkes by the club of punishments and troubles, 
until the body of sin is entirely put off, and man is perfectly renew- 
ed in the resun*ection.,, (969, 24.) 

The Law is necessary in conriection with conversion in order to 
create contrition, in order that the Gospel dispenses the comfort of 
faith. And the Law also does not become superfluous after a person 
has come to faith because the entire life of a Christian here on earth 
is a continuous repentance and a constant battle of the spirit and of 
the flesh. The Christians do not have need of the preaching of the 
La.w in so far as they have been reborn, but because they still have 
the old Adam in them. Accordingly, when preaching to Christians 
one dare not forget that one is dealing with people there who by 
virtue of their faith are willing and anxious to do good works. But 
the o the r thing must also not be overlooked, namely, that these 
Christians, who according to the spirit have nothing but willingness 
for the good, still have the old flesh in them and therefore are still 
always imperfect in the right understanding, desire, and the doing 
of it. And this is the reason why Christians, as we find them actual- 
ly here on earth, have thenecessity that in connection with their 
conduct both m u s t be preached : Law and Gospel, b o t h with the 
right distinction. Yes, as long as Christians have the need of the 
Gospel preached to them, so long also the preaching of the Law will 
not be superfluous. And just as soon as that day dawns when the 
Law no longer has to be preached, then the preaching of the Gos- 
pel also will no longer be necessary. Accordingly, whoever says that 
the preaching of the Law is no longer necessary for Christians, he 
thereby claims, in actuality, that in general all preaching in church 
is superfluous, also that which concerns the Gospel according to 
which God comforts and forgives whom the Law condemns and ter- 
rifies. 

XIV. 

In which t h r e ef o 1 d manner do the Christians on account of 
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their old Adam still need the preaching of the Law? The EPITOME 
answers: “For although they are regenerate and renewed in the 
spirit of thei,r mind, yet in the present life this regeneration and re- 
newal -is not complete, bult only b eg un, and believers are, by the 
spirit of their mind, in a constant struggle against the flesh, that 
is, ccyc&st the corrupt nature and l&&position which cleaves to us 
unto death, On account of this old Adam, which still inheres in ltihe 
understandin,g, the will, and a.11 the powers of man, it is needful 
that the Law of She ,Lord a-lways shine before them, in order that 
they m:ay not fro,m human devotion institute wanton and self-elect- 
ed cults (that they m.ay frame nothing in a matte.r of religion from 
the desire of private devotion, and may not choose divine services 
not instituted by God,s H70zrd) ; likewise, that the old Adam also may 
not employ his own will, but may be subdued against his will, not 
only by the adm.o.nition and threatening of the LGcw, but also by pun- 
ishments and blows, so that he may follow and surrender himself 
cagx%ve to the Spirit.” (805, 3.) THOROUGH DECLARATION: “But as 
fa,r as tlae old Adam is concerned, (which still clings to them he must 
be driven not o,nly zvith the Law, but also with punishments; never II 
theless he does everything against his will and under coercion, no 
less than the godless are driven and held in obedience by the threats 
of the Law So, too, this d0ctrin.e of the Law is n e e d f u 1 for be-. 
lievers, in order that they may not hit upon a h.oliness and devotion 
of their ozun, and under the pretext of the Spirit of God set up a self- 
chosen *worship, without God’s Word and command, as it is written 
Deb. 12, 8.28. 32: ‘Ye shall not do... every man whatsoever is right 
in his own eyes,, etc., but ‘observe and hear a,11 these words which 
1 co,jxmanld thee, Thou shaJt not add thereeo, nor diminish there- 
from., SO, too, the doctrine of the Law, in and with (the exercise of) 
the good works of believers, is necessary for the reason that other- 
wise man can eas,ily imagine that his work and life are entirely pure 
an.d perfect. But the Law of God prescribes to believers good works 
in this way, that Zt shows and indicates at the same time, as in a 
mirror, thalt in this life they are still imperfect an:d impure in us, so 
that we must say with the beloved Paul, I Cor. 4, 4: ‘I know nothing 
by myself; yet am I not hereby justified.’ Thus Paul, when exhor& 
ing tlae regen.erate to g o o d works, presents to them expressly the 
Commandments, Rom. 13, 9; and that his good works are imperfect 
and impure he recognizes from the Law, Rom. 7, Tff.; and David 
declares Ps.119 ~32: ‘Earn mandatorum tuorum cueu~r~, I will run 
the way of Thy comimandments,; but ‘enter not into judgm.ent with 
Thy servant,, for in Thy s ig h t shall no man living be justified.,,’ 



Psalm 143, 2. (969, l-21.) 
The preaching of the Law is necessary for Christians because 

their old Adam does not want the good, it much rather wickedly re- 
sists the same ; because it is blind and attempts to make its own piety 
pass for the will of God; and because it pharisaically imagines its 
good works to be something. It is necessary that the Law be used to 
threaten in order that Christians do not give way to the fleshly lusts 
which still continue to live in them. The instruction of the Law is 
necessary in order that the Christian does not fall into self-chosen 
works as a result of the blindness of the flesh which still clings to 
him. The L,aw must be used also in order to expose the s!infulness of 
Christians in order that they may be preserved from self-exaltation 
and spiritual pride; for also pharisaism first dies with the death of 
the old A.dam. The new man receives his life and his power, which 
essentially is nothing else than faith itself, alone and only from the 
Gospel, not from the Law. But also therein the new man reveals his 
life, his power, and also his very willingness, that step for step he 
battles, crucifies, and kills the old Adam with his delusion and aber- 
ration, his lusts and desires, and in the process also he seizes the 
club of the Law to strike down the lusts of the flesh, in order to 
make way for the new volition of the spirit. The new man, who is 
born and nourished out of the Gospel, conducts this warfare. And in 
his battles with the old Adaim an.d victories over the flesh, in the 
good works, in which he grows, the new man reveals and shows his 
power which flows and continually grows alone out of the @spel. 

- to be continued - -Submiffed by LAS. 

- Continued from page 82 - 

Prayer and no longer pray, “deliver us from evil, Amen,” since we 
would have to stop praying to be saved from hell and stop seeking 
to escape it. It, too, is God’s punishment as is e very kind of evil. 
Where would all this end? 

From what has been said we derive this guidance: We must 
pray against every form of evil and guard against it to the best of 
our ability in order not to act contrary to God, as was previously 
explained. If it be God’s will that evil come upon us and destroy us, 
none of our precautions will help us. 

-Lu$her’s En.glish Works, Vol. 43, pp. 123-125. 
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. . . with editorial c0mmen.t 

Wife beating has become a major social problem. In New York 
State, for example, 14,000 wife abuse cases were taken to family 
court in 1973 according to FBI statistics. In Boston., police receive 
45 wife beating reports a day. Sixty per cent of the police calls at 
night in Atlanta are on domestic disturbances, many of them wife 
beating cases. One out of eight of the 19,500, murders in the nation 
in X973 involved a spouses killing a spouse. “It’s a hidden problem,” 
says Allan Rogers, director of the Massachusetts Law Reform In- 
stitute. “Many people don’t consider this a serious thing. They say 
every man has the right to beat his wife once in a while.” 

The husband has no right to beat his wife according to the Word 
of God! Instea.d, the Apostle reminds the husbands, “Husbands, love 
your wives even as Christ also loved the Church, a,nd gave Himself 
for it...So ought men to love theiT wives as their own bo$dies. He that 
loveth, his wife loveth himself. For no marn ever yet hatted his own 
flesh; but nourishetih and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church... 
let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself” 
(Eph. 5 :23ff.). If a man were to beat and injure his own body, 
would not ev,e,ry right-thinking person look upon him as being out of 
his n&d? Su.#+ely any normal person tiies to Q.&e good care of his 
body. brow aI mu&s wife is his flesh by virtue of the mawiage bond. 
Hence he shouLd love her a,s his own body. An,d this love for his wife 
should be such that, if necessary, he would even lay down his life for 
her. 

Suicide prevention centers around the country report an appar- 
ent increase in suicide and suicidal behavior as a result of the falt- 
ering ,economy. According to the National Institute of Mental Health 
in Washington, a partial survey indicates the annual suicide rate is 
above 12 per 100,000 population, compared with 10 per 100,000 an- 
nually in the 1960s. In 1932, at the height of the Great Depression, 
there were 17.4 suicides per 100,000. 

It iscrystal clear from the Holy Scriptures that God has created 
us. Job declares, “Thine hands have made me and fashioned me to- 
gether round about” (IO:@. In harmony with this a,nd scores of 
other passages zoe confess with Dr. Luther, ‘(1 believe that God has 
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made me and all crea,tures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all why members, my reason and all my senses, and 
still presepves them.” . ..Where does God, th#e #Creator, give us, the 
created, the right to take our own life? On the contrary, Go’d com- 
ma,nds, “Tlzou shaIlt not kill” (.Ex. 20:13). Our life and health are 
gracious gifts of God, theref o’re care is to be taken lest we harm and 
#destroy that which He has so graciozcsly given us. God alone has the 
right to end our life which He has called into being. Obv,iously, the 
increase in suicides during a fa.ltering .economy indicates a, woeful 
lack of confidence and trust in the Lord and His Word! And because 
of ou,r s,inful ,flesh and the smiseraible devil we Christians must also 
be on our guard lest in a moment of weakness we give in to such a 
sin. No matterbwhat the condition of the economy may be, we Chris- 
tia,ns know from the Word of Go,d that He will take care of us. “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness; and all these 
things shall be a:dded unto you” (Matt. 6.33). YES, GOD SAYS SO! 

James Harris, president of the National Education Association, 
told a U. S. Senate subcommittee hearing that school violence and 
vandalism will not be adequately controlled until violence in the 
nation is curbed. The subcommittee earlier released an IS-month 
study involving 757 school districts, showing that destruction of 
school property cost $500 m i 11 i o n a year-the amount spent on 
school books. It. also found that more than 100 murders were com- 
mitted in the schools each year and at least 70,000 assaults on teach- 
ers. 1Mr. Albert Shanker, president. of the American Federation of 
t,eachers and Dr. Owen Kiernan, executive secretary of the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals, charged that the “stud- 
ent rights” movement contributed to the rise of violence, Mr. Shank- 
er said that leniency in the courts, delaying tactics by the defense 
attorneys and two decades of literature that pictured students as a 
kind of “oppressed colonial minority” were responsible for much of 
the school violence. 

The Apostle Pa& gives a very vivid description. of the last evil 
days of the world wh.en he writes to his co-laborer, Tfim,othy, “This 
know also, that in the last zdays perilous times shall come. For men 
shall be I o v e r s of their own. s e 1 vje s, coveto,us, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truceb,reakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those. that are good” (2 Tim. 3:Iff.). Of course, the 
root of the problem definitely goes back to the home! “Ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to ;u?rath: but b\rping them up in the nur- 
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ture an*d admonition of the Lord” @ph. 6:4). What a different 
story it wo,uld be if. only we had more Christ-centered homes! 

Bernard Gill, a respected clergyman for 13 years in the Church 
of the Nazarene in Flint, Michigan, became fed up with “promotion, 
programs, and plans” of his denomination and quit seven years ago 
at age 43 to establish an independent church. He began walking the 
streets of Flint each morning pausing in front of every house to 
pray for a religious revival. He believed that he was the prophet 
who would prepare the way for Christ’s Second Coming. In Febru- 
ary, 1971, he claimed that he began receiving direct messages from 
God. Later Gill announced that God had provided a second witness 
in the person of Mrs. LMescal McIntosh, one of his parishioners. 
Questions were put to God via McIntosh., who, she said, “would just 
instantly dictate an answer as though he were on the telephone.‘* 
For months Gill led his members to believe that someone was going 
to be raised from the dead. Last summer he announced in the 
church paper that the next issue would describe an event that 
would “publicly vindicate” him as a prophet. On the very day the 
paper was to appear, Gill, age 49, suddenly died of pancreatitis after 
two days in the hospital. Mrs. McIntosh admitted that Gill had come 
to her asking whether to see a. doctor about his stomach aches. God 
told her to say no, and the prophecy proved fatal, But McIntosh now 
saw God’s plan: Gill would become his own “vindication” by rising 
from the grave. Since last August especially devout members have 
been selected to a corps that keeps a prayer vigil in the church 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, to await Gill’s resurrection. 

Let us beware during th’ese last ‘days in which “,evi,l men and 
seducers shall1 wax worse and wo,rse, deceiving and being deceived. 
But contitiue thou in the things which thou, hast learne#d...the Holy 
Scriptures” (2 Tim. 3:l f f). 

-M.L.N. 
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