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II. THE FALL OF THE MISSOURI SYNOD 

WHAT THE FATHERS in the Missouri Synod had, by God’s grace, 
built up, the succeeding generations proceeded to tear down and to 
destroy. By the 194Os, the Missouri Synod had grown large and un- 
wieldy-with an in-debt policy and a built-in political system all 
its own. The time was ripe for Satan to cause error in doctrine) 
and practice to gain a foothold in the Synod and to turn orthodoxy 
(true-teaching) into heterodoxy (false-teaching). 

DR. FRANZ PIEPER had written in 1890: “We Missourians con- 
sider a church body, as a church body, orthodox only when the true 
doctrine resounds from all its pulpits and lecture chairs and in all 
writings which appear in public within such a church body; when 
every erroneous teaching is stopped in the manner prescribed by 
God as soon as it makes its appearance. We Missourians must and 
want to be judged according Do the doctrine which is taught by our 
individual pastors, be it in San Francisco or New York, St. Paul or 
New Orleans, or in our publications, immaterial whether they ap- 
pear officially or unofficially. If it were shown that even but one 
pastor were preaching false doctrine, and we would not put a stop 
to this false doctrine, we would thereby have ceased to be an ortho- 
dox synod and would have become a unionistic fellowship.” The 
Brief Statement of the Doctrinal Position of the Missouri Synod, 
1932, had stated in paragraph 29: “The orthodox character of a 
church is established not by its mere name nor by its outward ac- 
ceptance of, and subscription to, an orthodox creed, but by the 
doctrine which is actually taught in its pulpits, in its theological 
seminaries, and its publications. On the other hand, a church does 
not forfeit its orthodox character through the casual intrusion of er- 
rors, provided these are comba.ted and eventually removed by means 
of doctrinal discipline, Acts 20, 30 ; I Tim. 1, 3.” But the casual in- 
trusion of error was fast becoming more and more commonplace 
as the Synod became more socially prominent and influential. It 
was this writer’s own experience in his class at Goncordia College, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the 194Os, that cheating was carried on 
by over 80 per cent of the students preparing for the Christian min- 
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istry; the coach at the same school used profanity in his contact with 
the students (he, himself, a graduate of Concordia S,eminary, St. 
Louis, Missouri) ; and one professor taught that the days of creation 
were to be recognized as eons of time. The students, by and large, 
were conditioned to think much of themselves, to put high on their 
list of priorities being pastors of large congregations, and to rele- 
gate to the background the preaching and teaching of God’s Word 
in all its truth and purity. The Synod had become size-consciom. 
The military chaplaincy, Boy Scouts, the m o d e r n dance, and 
money-making schemes in the congregations had begun to be ac- 
ceptable practice in the Missouri Synod and, with a gradual lack of 
synodical discipline in these matters, it was only a short step to a 
policy of official toleration of error. 

IN 1945, THE MISSOURI SYNOD experienced its first convulsion. It 
was shaken by a document entitled “A Statement” which was drawn 
up in Chicago, signed by 44 prominent Missouri Synod pastors and 
professors, and circularized throughout Synod. It was the first time 
in the history of the Missouri Synod that a group within it had the 
effrontery to circulate throughout Synod a. signed document con- 
trary to Scripture and the position of the Missouri Synod. “A State- 
ment” favored altar, pulpit, and prayer fellowship with heterodox 
Lutherans and rejected Romans 16: 17, 18 as a Scriptural directive 
against the sin of unionism. Liberals in Synod, by the hundreds, ral- 
lied behind the Statementarians, an.d the conservative pastors looked 
to President John Behnken for proper action against the signers 
of “A Statement.” The pressures of a high office, the gradual lack 
of synodical discipline in. an unwieldy organization, and synodical 
politics became exquisite tools in the devil’s hands to bring about 
the do’wnfall of a Synod which for 100 years had stood firm on the 
pure teachings of God’s Word. 

BEFORE “A STATEMENT" made its appearance, Dr. Paul E. Kretz- 
mann, professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, and 
author of the Popular Commentary, called to PresidentBehnken’s 
attention t,hat five professors on the St. Louis faculty were taking 
an unscriptural stand on the matter of union with other Lutheran 
bodies. Dr. Behnken, on several occasions, offered fine testimony to 
the erring professors accompanied by verbal reproof-but, like 
Eli of old, he did not follow up his admonitions with appropriate 
action. The professors involved at that time were Theodore Graeb- 
ner, Wm. Arndt, R. R. Caemerer, A. M. Rehwinkel, and W. G. Polack 
-all of whom later became initial signers of “A Sta.tement.” 

IN ORDERTORE-ESTABLISHSCRIPTURALUNITY~~~~~~ theMissouri 
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Synod, Dr. Behnken appointed IO conservative men to meet with 
JO Statementarians. These meetings were organized for the purpose 
of discussing the false doctrine contained in “A Statement” that 
these errors might be r e c o g n i z e d and the document retra.cted. 
After several meetings of the “Ten-Ten”-when the conservative 
pastors had the liberal theologians on the very verge of retraetion- 
President Behnken, for reasons not mentioned by him, discontinued 
the meetings of the “Ten-Ten” and declared that “A Sta,tement” was 
withdrawn as a basis for d&cussion. This action of President Behn- 
ken through which the signers of “A State,ment” were not made to 
retract their document but were given the green light to propagan- 
dize their unscriptural position, was an unfortunate toleration of 
,error which permitted the Statementarians to increase their number 
without hindrance. Through the action of its President, the Mis- 
souri Synod became harnassed to a policy of compromise with error 
-a policy in which Truth and error are given equal rights as was 
the ease in the United Lutheran Church and the American Luther- 
an Church-a policy which officially made the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, already at that time, a heterodox fellowship and 
paved the way for the acceptance of the “Common Confession” with 
the American Lutheran Church in the Synod’s 1950 convention at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

f&JR NEXT ISSUE will treat the weight of the Common Confes- 
sion in the plummet of the Missouri Synod into heterodoxy. 

-P.R.B. 

LUTHER ON THE TRINITY 
“It will never do to att@mpt to explain and comprehend this 

article of our faithnuith our reason, for we cannot understand how 
three can be one. We siqply take dhe Word as it is. We must be 
satisfied with what the Scriptures reveai? unto us in this matter, and 
this revelation we mu& accept in faith, if we wish to be saved. The 
full understanding, of this mystery pertains not to this life, but will 
;take place in heaven. God &ant that we may all remin firm in 
this doctrine and faith /unto the end of our life. Am,en.” 

-From : Sermons on the Gospels, Vol. II. 

-Selected by O.W.S. 
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iymns 

Hymns which lift the soul to God in worship, at the same time 
by the power of their devotional approach to God most effectively 
teach the things which pertain to God. Many good Christians have 
found truth, indelibly stam,ped on their m.inds, and have been grip- 
ped by spiritual impulses through some verse of a beautiful hymn- 
a hymn which carries the gospel theme beyond the theory, and, so 
to speak, grafts it into the soul’itseIf. It is this fact which renders 
vital to a unified and effective service the complete harmonization 
of the Scripture lessons and the hymn selections with the theme of 
the day. Herein lies one of the chief beauties and benefits which fol- 
low the arrangement of the church yea,r. By the systema.tic and 
Jogically arranged unfolding of the gospel with the life of Christ 
and His works and teachings as the guiding principle, unity and 
harmony, as well as. fulness of the presentation of truth are almost 
compelled. 

Thus when the Pentecostal festival approaches, naturally the 
work of the Holy Spirit is emphasized. Otherwise the very nature of 
the Third Person of the T.rinity and the type of work which is done 
for man by the Holy Spirit would result in an under-emphasis of 
that which is so important that Christ Himself told His disciples 
thus it was expedient for them that He should go away in order 
that the Holy Spirit might come unto them. 

The constant and necessary presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church, a presence pkomised by the Savior Himself, which promise 
was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, is often most effectively im- 
pressed upon the minds of Christian people through the use of the 
hymns of invocation of the Holy Spirit. An orderly service is most 
properly opened with such a hymn. 
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One of Luther’s g r eat hymn s is his “Komm Heiliger Geist, 
Herre Gott.” It is an amplification of an old German version of a 
still older Latin hymn, the “Veni San&us Spiritus.” This hymn as 
Luther wrote it, with its old tune, was first published in German 
in 1524. 

LUTHER’S HXMN To THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Come, Holy Spirit, God and Lord! 
Be all Thy graces now outpoured 
On the 6eliewer’s m;nd and soul, 
To streng%hen, save, and make us whole. 

Lord, by the brightness of Thy light, 
T.how in the faith dost men unite 
Of every land an’d every tongue; 
This to Thy praise, 0 Lord, be sung. 

Thou strong Defence, Thou holy LighZ, 
Tea,ch ,us to know our God arigh-t, 
And call Him Father from th,e heart; 
The wmd of life an.d truth impart; 

That we may love n.ot doctrines strange, 
Ngr e’eri to other teach,ers range, 
But; Jesus yor our Master own, 
And put our trust in Him alone. 

Thou sacred Ardor, Comfort swee%, 
Help us to wait with ready feet 
And willing heart at Thy command, 
Nor trial fright us from Thy band. 

Lofd, make us ready ,with Thy powers; 
.Strengthen the flesh in weaker hours, 
Th.a/b as good warriors we may force 
Thrwgh life ‘and death to Thee our course! 

This hymn, so rich in devotion and instruction has an abundant 
history of its own. We are told that it rapidly came into greati 
favor among the common people. An evidence of this is the fact 
which the historian narrates, namely, that in 1526, at the battle of 
Frankenhausen, in the Peasants.’ War, a whole h.ost of them stood 
immovable singing this hymn. According to the story, the Land- 
grave of Hesse gave the order to attack, but the peasants remained 
unmoved, neither retreating nor defending themselves, but singing 
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and waiting for the miraculous help of God, which their leader, 
Thomas Munser, had predicted, As they sang about 50,000 of them 
were slain and the rest were finally dispersed. 

Another instanee which illustrates the power which this hymn 
soon secured over the minds and hearts of the people occurred in 
August, 1527. It was August 16th that Leonard Kayser was burned 
at the stake because of his evangelical preaching, which fact stres- 
ses the heroism of the men of the times of Luther, who preached 
and defended the Reformation doctrines. As the preparations for 
Kayser’s martyrdom were eompleted he asked the people to sing 
“Komm Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott.” With deep emotion they sang, 
and while the flames leaped up his own voice was heard as he cried 
out, *‘Jesus, I am Thine; save me.” Repeating these words several 
times, he died. 

It is told of a family in Silesia that in the midst of a terrible 
storm in 1535 they sat singing this hyinn and were uninjured, 
while the roof of their home was blown from over their heads. 

The wife of the celebrated Frederic Perthes, of Hamburg, sent 
several stanzas of this hymn to her son, who was a student at the 
university, as a. birthday greeting. Most appropriate it was, espe- 
cially in those times. The third and fourth stanzas were those which 
she sent. They would not be almiss a.8 a message to the university 
student of today. 

This hymn of Luther’s is most appropriate as the opening hymn 
of invocation at public worship. It found place in this position in 
the official jubilee celebration service, which inaugurated the great 
quadricentennial jubilee of the Protestant R,eformation. With many 
ministers it is a favorite, not only for use in publie worship), 
but also in private devotion. Not a few instances are told of the use 
of this hymn or portions of it as the thought to sustain the soul at 
the moment of its departure from the flesh. 

There are a numbe% of translations of this hymn, which fact 
is an evidence of the wide appreciation of its value as a devotional 
hymn and medium of instruction concerning the person and work 
of the Holy Ghost. The translation which we have given is that of 
Miss Winkworth, made in 1855. 

Luther wrote another hymn of invocation of the Holy Ghost, 
which was first published in Walther’s hymn book in 1524. The 
first verse of this hymn is credited to a priest and poet of the 
twelfth century. Luther’s hymn, which was translated into Latin in 
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1550 and into Tamil for use by that pioneer of Christian missions 
in India, Bartholomew Ziegenbalg, in 1723, was once used under 
very peculiar circumstances. The story is told in “The Stories of 
Evangelical Hymns,” by Karl Heinrich. It was not long after Luther 
had written and published it, that about eighty fishermen were fish& 
ing on the ice between Copenhagen and the Island of Saltholm. The 
i.ce gave way and precipitated them into the icy water. They were 
carried along by the current and gradually became separated, near- 
ly thirty of them being drowned. While they were still close together 
one of them, Hans Vensen, called out to the others, “Dear brethren, 
let us not fall into despair because we shall lose our lives,, but let us 
prove by our conduct that we have been hearers of God’s word.” 
Thet then sang “Nun bitten wir den Heiligen Geist,” and after it 
the hymn for the dyin,, e Luther’s metrical version of Simeon’s vale- 
dictory, the “Nunc Dimittis”- “Mit Fried und Freud ich fahr da- 
bin.” (In Peace And Joy I Now Depart-L. H. 137)- 

LUTHER’S “NUN BITTEN WIR DEN HEILEGEN GEIST” 

Noug~ray we all God, the Comforter, 
Into every heapt true faith tx~ pour, 
And that He defend us, ,till death hewe’ end us, 
When for heaven we leave this world of sorrow. 

Have mercy, Lord. 

Shine &to QM, 0 most holy Light, 
That we Jesus may know aright; 
Bayed on Him forever, our only Savior, 
Who to our true home again hath brought.us. 

Have mercy, L,ord. 

Spirit of love,, no’w our spikitts bless us; 
Them with Thy own heavenly fire possess; 
That in heart uniting, in peacetdelighting, 
We may henceforth all be one in spirit. 

Have mercy, Lord. 

-from Favorite Hymns, 1917. 



The Vital Importance of the Doctrine 
of Church Fellowship ! 

No matter how loudly I claim to beGeve in the Diety of Christ, 
or the Real Presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper, or the Verbal 
Inspiration of Scripture-if I, through Church Fellowship, acknow- 
ledge as my spiritual brethren those who persistently deny and 
ridicule these doctrines, I show thereby that my “Confession” is 
a, play-confession, a jest, a taking of the Lord’s name in vain! 
Church Fellowship then is the real test, the point at which the doc- 
trines of the Bible are put into practice, or denied and changedinto 
mere human opinion. Fellowship is simply doctrine in action. It 
shows how seriously we really take our beliefs; whether we really 
have divine truth, or only uncertain human notions, which we are 
therefore not prepared to back with decisive actions. Thus the final 
exam:ination on any a.nd every doctrine, which determines whether 
we are honest in our faith, must deal with fellowship. The Devirl 
knows very well that by robbing the Church of the true doctrine of 
fellowship, he is removing not merely one doctrine, but places in 
jmeopardy every doctrine of Scripture! It is clea,r then that this is- 
sue, far from being “Secondary” or “Peripheral,” actually goes to 
the very heart of Christianity, since it is an index of how seriously 
we take not this or that aspect of our religion, but the whole thing. 
(See: I Cor. I:10 and Rom. 16: 1%) 

-Adapted from Ch&tian News 

Luther on Pentecost 
“Through &he Word and Sacraments the Holy Ghost is active in 

our hearts and enkindles in therm a new light, the light of faith, so; 
that we do no:t simply hear the Wo’rd, as did also the obstinate Jews, 
but re&ain and understand it and through it become different per- 
sons with renewed hearts. 

“Thus we see wha,t the Pentecost of the New Testament is. I$ 
is a festival in .which the Ch@tian ought to rejoice. Through. Christ 
the Holy Ghost was poured out upon all flesh so th,at we now have 
a knowledge of God in the light of the Gospel and can become, by 
#tie ;Holy Spirit, righteous an.d sand$fied in body and soul. Let us, 
to this end, be earnest in !prayer, in hearing the prea,ehing of &he 
Word of God, and in an!unblamable walk befdre men. May the Holy 
Spiriti, Through Christ our Lord, help us in this. Amen.” 

-From: Sermons on the Gospels, Vol. II. 
-Selected by O.W.S. 
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By the time you read this, we shall have observed the glorious 
;t’estivals of Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinity. Once aga.in 
our faith in the risen and exalted Savior has been strengthened, and 
we are moved to re-evaluate our Christian lives in the service of 
Him who died and rose for us, who rules over the Church and the 
world, and who bestows the blessings of His Spirit upon us in rich 
measure. It is my f,ervent prayer that all our Conference members 
have been edified anew by the stirring messages of these glorious 
festivals and have been encouraged to rededicate themselves to their 
Lord and to the vital tasks in His kingdom, knowing “thah your la- 
bor is not in vain in the Lord!” I COR. 15 :58. 

In just a few weeks our annual convention will be held in the 
middle west at Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois. An 
announcement in this issue calls special attention to this fact. Read 
it carefully and remember to pray daily for the Lord’s blessing upon 
this important meeting. Meanwhile, I trust that in addition to the 
chosen delegates and alternates from our congregations there will 
be many others of our lay people who will be able to arrange their 
schedules so as to attend this 24th meeting of our beloved Confer- 
ence. Plan to be there and meet your fellow-believers gathered about 
God’s pure Word and determined with His help to do His business ! 
May God grant His richest blessings on all who assemble for that 
convention ! 

May our risen and exalted Lord continue to uphold us as we 
iwalk on the path of righteousness and spread and defend His truth 
to the glory of His name! 

0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine eve, only Thine, to be! 

Your servant in the Lord, 

-0. W. Schaefer 
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LAW and GOS 
REPENTANCE and GOOD WORKS 

(Primarily according to Articles lV, V, and VI of fhe Formula of Concord) 

- continued from previous issue - 

IX. 

HOW must the Law be handled in order to bring a person to 
the lright understanding of his sins? The EPITOME answers: “AS 
to the revelc&on of sin, because the veil of Moses hangs before tihe 
eyes of all men as long as they hear the bare preaching of the Law, 
;&ad nothing concerning ,Christ, and therefore do no.& learn flrom the 
Luw ‘$0 perceive their sins aright, but either become presumptuous 
heoqrites (who swell with the opinion of their own righteousness) 
us the Pharisees; or despair like; Judas, Christ takes the La,w into 
His hands and explains it spiritlually, Mutt. 5:2,lf; Remans 7:1.&. 
And thus the wrath of God is reveakd from heaven against all sin- 
ners (Romuns 1:18), how great it is; by t;his means they are direc- 
ted (sent back) to 6he Law, and then first leur/n from it to I-wrw! 
aright fihe& sins-a howledge which Moses never could hatiel 
forced out of them.” (803, 7) THOROUGH DECLARATION: “For since 
i&he mere preaching of the Law, without Christ, ei$Jiar makes pre- 
sumptuous men, who imagine that they can fdfil the Law by ou;t- 
ward zo.orks, or forces them utterly to despair, Ch?%t takes the Law 
into His own hands a,nd explains it spi&-ually, Mutt. 5:21$f; Rom. 
VI4 and A-18, a;nd thus reveals His wrath fkom heaven upon a&? 
sinners, and shows how great it is; where;by they are directed to 
$he Law, and from it first lec&rn to know ,their sins uright-a know- 
le&ge which Moses nevep could extort from them. For as the aposele 
t,estifies, UCor. 3:14& even though Moses is read, yet the veil: 
which he tiut over his face is never lifted, so that they cannot under- 
stand ithe Law spir@ually, and how great things it requkes of us, 
and how severely it cu@es and condemns us because we cannot/ 
observe or fulfil it. ‘(‘Nevertheless, when it shall turn to the Lord; 
the veil shall be taken away,” -II Cur. 3.9 6. Therefore $he Spirit of 
Chhst must not only awnfort, but also through the office of the Law 
‘reprove the world of sin’ John 16:8, and ahus mus/fi ,do in the &NJ 
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Testament, as the prophet says, Is. 28:gf, opus alienum, ut vacfiat 
opus proprium, that is, He must do the work of another (reprove), 
in order that He may (afterwards) do His own work, which 6s to 
comfort and pyeuch of grace. For to this end He was earned (from 
8he fqther) a,nd sent ,to us by Christ, and for this reason, too, He % 
cailled the Comf@ter.” (955, IQ-II) 

Before the Gospel is able to comfort a person he must have 
come to an understanding that there rests upon him, sin and the 
wrath of God. Before the gracious countenance of God in Christ 
Jesus is able to quicken h<im, he must have ta.ken a look in God’s 
uncovered countenance of wrath. This knowledge of sin, however, 
the natural man is not able to create in himself. The genu,ine con- 
trition is not one made by oneself. God must reveal sin to a man. 
The veil of Moses hangs before the eyes of natural man, so that he 
nevey is able to see the burning sun of divine righteousness in a 
cloudless manner. People when they are faced with the Gospel are 
in this condition, namely, that they have the audacity and imagine 
that they are able to keep the Law, yes, that they have fulfilled the 
Law with their external works. At least they do not recognize their 
own helplessness and imagine that they, if they desired and had 
come to the decision to do so, could well with their own works be 
able indeed to merit salvation. A man does not emerge from this 
madness so long as he is left to himself, so as he himself handles 
the Law and does not take hold of Christ who desires to rescue us. 
The fault does not lie with the Law in this instance, but with the 
man who in the interest of his work righteousness (alienates) the 
Law and does not permit it to assert itself. The clouds are not 
gathered in front of the Law, but the man suffers from a spiritual 
cataract insofar as his understanding and application of the Law 
is concerned. Instead of comparing himself and his life with the 
actual norm of the La.w, he compares himself and his life with other 
people whom he considers to be worse than himself. With ever new 
imagined works he strives to earn salvation for himself. 

Concerning the scholastics who seek their righteousness in the 
Law works of love, the APOLOGY writ.es: “Sed decepti humana sa- 
pientia non viderunt faciem Mosis retecta,m, sed velatim, sicut, 
Phar&a&, philosophi, Mahometistlne. (But deceived by human wis- 
dom, they did not look upon the uncovered, but upon the veiled face 
of Moses, just as the Pharisees, philosophers, Mahometans.) ” (182, 
108) In spite of all occupa<tion with the Law, men like Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle and the scholastics yielded to the folly that they 
heartily loved God, or they could love Him, nevertheless, if they 



only earnestly attempted to do so. The divinely desired objective 
of the Law is not reached in the hand of man. Sin and God’s anger 
over the same are thus not revealed to man. He does not therewith 
come to an understanding, that so far as he is concerned, he is 
hmelplessly lost. Contrition is not attained in that manner, where 
man in all of his own doing and ability despairs. 

If the Law is to reach its intended purpose, then God who 
through the Gospel desires to save man must Himself attend to it, 
that the work of the same is not frustrated by man. Christ must 
take the La.w in His hand and must apply it according to His sav- 
ing purposes. That He also has done and does yet today through the 
Church and His preachers. In order to bring a person to that know- 
ledge that he is a lost and condemned sinner who is not able to save 
himself, Ch!rist also preaches the Law and explains it spiritually 
as in the sermon on the mount. Therewith Christ does not place a 
foreign meaning into the Law, but clearly brings out alone its deep, 
real meaning. Christ takes the veil of Moses away and destroys the 
madness that man can sufficiently fulfill the Law through external 
works of virtue. He disperses the clouds and permits man to ha.ve 
a look into the wrathful countenance of God. He permits the glow- 
ing sun of divine righteousness to burn uncovered into the eyes of 
man and, in the same manner, He permits the curse of the Law and 
the thunder from Sinai to penetrate into the ears. Through such 
treatment of the Lasv, God’s anger is revealed from heaven upon 
all sinners indicating how great it is. Christ thus leads man into 
the Law and points out to him its demands in such sharpness and 
clarity that through the understanding of it he is crushed and real- 
izes that he has not fulfilled even one part of it or that he might 
even beable to dothat. Such an understanding the Law could not 
bring forth, so long as it is in the hands of an unregenerate and 
fleshly secure person. Yes, knowledge of sin and contrition, man 
does not furnish when he approaches the Gospel, he does not create 
it himself but rather suffers it as contritio pas&xx, which the Spirit 
of God through the right use of the Law calls forth in him. Also in 
connection with contrition God alone must do everything. Christ, 
the Spirit of Christ, must swing the whip of the Law and reprove 
the world because of sin. That the preaching of the Law crushes the 
secure heart of man as a hammer breaks the rock is explained by 
the fact that the Holy Ghost in the words of the Law is operative. 
Left to himself the natural man will never be brought to a state of 
being crushed as the result of a ,right understanding of sin and con- 
trition. Of themselves the heathen, who indeed still have a partial 
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knowledge of the Law, do not come running to the missionary with 
the complaint: “We aye lost; do you know of a way ,Eo help us?” 
All rather are of this opinion that they can by their own works very 
well indeed save themselves. By nature no one knows or desires to 
know anything concerning his helplessness and his lost spiritual 
state. This understanding the Spirit of God must wo’rk in man 
through the Law. 

Accordingly, in o’rder to destroy the pharisaic madness, Christ, 
who desires to rescue us, must take the Law in His hand. However, 
in yet another respect it is important that jus,t Christ do this. For if 
the Law exercises itself freely, for example, in the case of a coarse 
fall into sin, then it frightens the conscience, falls. upon the man, 
kills him, and casts. him, as in the case of Saul and Judas, into the 
abyss of despair. Woe, and woe eternally if the Savior is not at hand 
with His saving Gospel! If man himself guides the knife elf the 
Law, he uses it then either with blunt edge exposed and becomes 
a Pharisee or he cuts himself to death when the conscience is awa- 
kened. Only Christ is able to use the Law properly, a.ccording to His 
saving purpose, because at the same time He also comes with the 
comfort of the Gospel. He indeed cuts, cuts deeply, kills, drives into 
hell ; but at the same time He extends with the other hand the life- 
giving drink., the antidote of the Gospel, (769,70), wh!ich regen- 
erates us to new spiritual life and rescues us from final despair. 
And precisely therein, in order to rescue us from despair and from 
hell, consists the real office of Christ, for which reason H.e &so 
makes use of the foreign office of tile Law. “Theretore the: Spirit 
of Christ must not only comfort, but akso through the office of thief b 
Luw reprove the wocrld of sin, John 16:8, and thus must do in th.e; 
New Teatame:n& as the prophet says, Is. 28:21, opus ulienum, ut! 
faciat opus prop&m, that is, He must do the work 01 another (re- 
drove), in order ‘-t%Jat He may (afterauards) do His own work, which 
is to comfort and preach of grace. Four to this end He was e.arned, 
(from the Father) and sent to us by Christ, and for this reason, 
too, He is culled the Comforter.” (955, 11) To seek and to savq 
that which is lost; to quicken those who labor and are heavy la,den, 
/for that purpose Christ came into the world (M$t. 18: II ; 11: 28) .’ 
And in order to glorify Christ the merciful Savior, therein really 
consists also the office of the Holy Ghost. And so far as the purpose 
of Scripture is concerned, thus writes the FORMULA OF C'ONCORD: 
“Since all Sc~%pture, given by inspiration of God, is to serve, nob 
for (cherishing) security u%d impeni&nce, but for rep;roof, for car- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness, II Tim. 3.26; also, s+ncrr; 
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everything in God’s Woyd has hem p,rescribed to us, not that /we- 
shozhld thqT*eby be driven to despnir, b& iSat we, through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. Roma/ns I&&‘” 
(1067,lZ) 

In this same sense (since a person is not able to create in him- 
self contrition, but alone God who desires to rescue us, who reveals 
sin and Cod’s wrath over it) in this sense it is also meant when our 
Confession speaks of “the entire convtirsion” and designates con- 
trition as part of the same, when in reality conversion takes place 
alone through the operation of faith through the Gospel. In order 
to make a sinner into a blessed child, God must do both, bring him 
to a knowledge of His sin through the Law and bestow the comfort 
of faith upon him through the Gospel. It is fundamentally wrong, 
however, when one concludes from this that the fear, anxiety, and 
terrors, which the Law creates in man, already before and apart 
from faith, represent a partial, initial movement of the sinner in 
God’s direction, which faith in the same direction merely has ID 
complete. The Law knows nothing of grace in Christ but only of 
curse and damnation upon the sinner. The Law does not make the 
natural man better and more pious, but only brings to 1:ight his 
wickedness, yes, increases his sin and .his anger and opposil$on 
against God. Through the Law comes the knowledge of sin, not the 
.fulfillment of the Law. The Law also does not create in natural 
man a certain hidden, secret, longing for grace in Christ Jesus. 
The Law does not preach grace but damnation. And thereby it 
creates only fear, terror, and flight before God and enmity aga,inst 
the originator of the Law, which natural man neither wants toi 
keep nor can and which condemns him. The work of the Law, with- 
out and apart from the Gospel, the contrition (penitence) before 
and apart from faith, is always only a movement in the direction of 
dSespair, towards hell, never the root and beginning of faith in 
Christ. F. PIEPER: “The Holy Ghost indeed does work on the heart 
of ‘wLGGn throfugh the L.aw; however, He does not er&er it, and the/ 
heart of man does not become a dweEng place of the HoZy Spirit.” 
The preaching of the La.w is necessary and must precede the prea- 
ching of the Gospel. New spiritual life, however, comes only and 
alone from the Gospel. Indeed one often reads: “True penitence 
always grows ido faith. Faith springs from the peni%ent heart.” 
However, faith indeed springs from penitence, bout it does not sprout 
forth from penitence but from the Gospel. Where no contrition, no 
knowledge of sin is, there can be also no faith. Where, however, 
the Law has crushed a heart and the Gospel has created in the same 



a longing for grace, there is new life, there is faith. And just there- 
in consists, God be praised, the benevolence. of Christ, that when 
the Law drives us into hell, He stands ready with the Gospel in 
order to rescue us out of hell. When a man is not destroyed through 
the terrors of the Law, rather finds himself rescued in the arms of 
the Savior, he then does not thank the Law for that which always 
only drives the sinner into hell, but gives thanks to the merciful 
Savior, who in his fear and flight before God and the persecuting 
Law grabs him into His loving arms and rescues him th.rough the 
lcomfort of the Gospel, from hell which he is fast approaching. 
The Old Testament Ceremonial Law was indeed also a direct and 
positive schoolmast,er unto Christ, insofar as it foreshadowed Christ 
and His benevolence and thereby at the same time was a preaching 
of the Gospel and dispensed the comfort of faith. The moral Law, 
however, which knows nothing of Christ, which alone demands and. 
curses the sinner and condemns, which only creates fear and flight 
before God, which does not bestow faith, does not kindle love, but 
stirs up only anger and reveals the natural enmity against God, and 
is able only outwardly to frighten one from gross transgressions, 
but is not a.ble to lead the heart away from sin, is in the given man- 
ner a schoolmaster to Christ (127, 22) only per amidens, only in 
the hand of the Savior, who at all times is concerned about this 
and is prepared to comfort sinners, whom He has terrified by the 
Law, with the Gospel and to awaken them to spiritual Tife. 

- to be continued - 

Submitted by J.A.S. 
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