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Statement of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
Cord of 1680, and the Brief Statemerf of 
l.932. 

TO show, on the basis of Scripture 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
ticles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Conoordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess; teach, and practice %he 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. AU who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgement of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
AS a mixture of divergent teachings bu, 

that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgement.” 

To set forth pertinent historical inford 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of G-ad. 

To expose particularly the fal#e tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its apyeartlnce and to 
keep abreast of the curt-ent happenings 
in the church and amorpg the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and iactual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any miE 
information of which we are not aware 
ad which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarffy any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impraaefon. 



TO OUR READERS l a a 
Our Concordia Lutheran Conference is small-perhaps the 

smallest federation of congregations in the whole wor1.d. Our total 
membership is not equal to one average size congregation in the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We have few hands and when 
our few hands are made even fewer because of extenuating circum- 
stances, plans must be changed or altered. We may propose but we 
know that, in all things, it is God who disposes. 

Our little Conference has been richly blessed by the Lord with 
a Seminary and a publishing house-two important reamsons for 
whi$ch our Conference exists, namely, the tra,ining of a future min- 
istry and the promulgation of good Lutheran printed matter for 
the extension of the Kingdom of God and for the preservation of 
the pure teachings of His Word. 

We take for granted that you, our readers, will bear with us 
when the Covmo~dia Lutheran does not meet its dea.dline as is the 
case with this issue and may probably be the case in the future. 
However, in all cases, our subscribers will always receive full value 
for their subscription dollar. Pressing spiritual problems may arise 
in the local congre,gation which houses our publishing facilities ; 
illness may strike one or the other man who is giving of his time 
to linotyping, camera, or press-work; breakdown of machinery 
and technical problems may develop-all of which adds to a delay 
in the printing and publishing of our periodical. For our Septem- 
ber-October issue we experienced many of the above problems plus 
the inconvenience of relocating our business office. 

May the Lord continue to bless our humble efforts so that His 
Word may still be brought to you through our Coneordia Lutheran 
and other Scriptural printed matter. 

-Board of Control 
Scriptural Publications (Concordia Lutheran Conference) 
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qhe Reformation l + + 
God’s work and gift to man 

“Oh, how great and glorious a thing it is to have the Word of 
God! With th a we KTU~ at all times feel joyous and secure, for we t 
we before us, in a.ll its brightness, the pure and right way!” These 
words were spoken by Martin Luther, that instrument of God who 
in the 16th century restored the precious Gospel and its blessed 
fruits to the Church. This month we take note of the 456th anni- 
versary of the Reformation, which reached its climax on October 
31, 15117, when Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses to the door of 
the. Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. The statements served 
to uncover the errors of the Church of his day and to restore the 
truths of Scripture to their proper place. Concerning this event 
one writer said, “Luther blazed the way and led the Church back to 
Christ and the Bible!” 

The God-directed activity of the Reformer brought forth spiri- 
tual treasures and priceless liberties which we still enjoy but which 
stand in constant danger of attack by Satan and his evil methods. 
It is fitting that we praise God for the monumental work of His 
servant Luther, that we re-evaluate our religious heritage, and that 
we resolve, with God’s help, to become more faithful hearers and 
doers of His pure Word. 

The Reformation is truly a blessing of the Lord to enslaved 
humanity. It occurred when the Roman Papacy had reached its 
climax of power and influence and when the word of popes and 
the decrees of the church meant more than the truths of Scripture. 
In the midst of this spiritual evil lived a man of talent and learning 
named Luther, a man on whom the vicious doctrines of the church 
exerted a harrowing influtenco. Under the sway of work-righteous- 
ness he became tortured in body and soul until in despair he entered 
a cloister and became a. monk. Concerning this sad period in his life 
Luther wrote, “I was a crazy saint who believed every lie inventl;d 
by the church!!” 

Then God led Luther out of the maze of superstitions and false 
teachings to grasp the good news of forgiveness through faith in 
Christ without the deeds of the Law. In the light of Remans 1; 17, 



“The just shall jive by faith,” Luther accepted the comforting tea- 
ching tha.t Jesus made full payment for our sins on the cross, that we 
stand acquitted before God for His sake, and that we can be sure of 
our salvation. H:e. at once proceeded to spread this truth through 
sound, Biblical p reach in g and through such writings as the 95 
Theses, wh ic h sounded the call to all Christendom to return to the 
one and only foundation of God’s Word. Well aoulld he say with the 
psalmist, i’Th.e e&Taunce of Thy words gbeth light; it giveth utier- 
standing unto the simple. . ..Thy Word is very pure: therefore thy 
servant loveth it!” Psalm 119: 130, 140. 

What did Luther accomplish as the chosen instrument of God? 
Let us ret+ ,c +i and review some of the blessings of the Reformation. 
Luther’s work put the OPEN BIBLE into men’s hands, for by 
translating Scripture into the language of the common man, all 
could have access.to it and read and stu,dy it for their souYs welfare. 

Luther opened the door of approach to God directly, through 
Christ, without any mediators such as the Virgin Mary and a host 
of other saints. He restored the Sacrament of the Altar to its pro- 
per place and truk nature, exposing, for example, the. error that 
the priest offers up an un bloody sacrifice for the sins of the liv- 
ing and the dead. 

The Reformation reinstated the only effective agency for the 
conversion. and improvement of man, namely, the preaching of the 
Gospel, for Luther showed that the duty of the minister is not to 
perform meaningless ceremonies, bu.t to instruct, admonish, and 
comfort his fl~ock. The Reformation relieved men’s minds of count- 
less superstitions, fears and notions concerning the soul remain- 
ing for a time in purgatory and ooncerning the purcha,se of for- 
giveness with money together with belief in relics, dead men’s 
bones, and the like%. 

The Reformation. also broke down the domination of church 
leaders who held that the pope is the last sole supreme judge of 
what is right and wrong. Luther helped to lea’d many out from un- 
der the yoke of this declaration and restored the power of church 
government to the congregation of believers. 

Countless are the blessings which have come from this move- 
.ment in the Church. As we think of Luther’s translation of the 
Bible, his Small and Large Catechisms, his many soul-,stirring 
hymns, such as ‘“A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” the many sermons 
which he preached and the various doctrinal pamphlets which flow- 



ed from his pen, we see in all this the work of God and His gift to 
mankind. 

Luther once stated, “If this work is not God’s, I don’t want it 
to be mine either, let it be nobody’s! Christ is my Prophet, teaching 
me in theiBible the power of Godun.to salv,ation; Christ is my 
Priest, and I am justified by faith in His atoning bloold; Christ is 
my King, and I fallow the clear meaning of His Word and reject in- 
terpretations alf popes, professors, and councils! My conscience is 
bound in God’s Word. Here I stand, I cannot do.oth,erzoise, God help 
#me!” These words spoken to the assembly at Worms in 1521 clearly 
demonstrate how God ga’ve Luther courage to speak of and defend 
his convictions, and with regard to any success he humbly declared, 
“The Word did it all; I did nothing; I left it to the Word!” 

What, then, is the duty of all who enjoy these Reformation 
blessings,? First, grateful praise must pour from our hearts and 
voices Do the Lord of the Church, who so richly blessed the labors 
of L.uther. This will show our faith in Christ and our trust in Hiti 
mercy. 

Furthermore, we need to value anew the truth for which Luther 
contended. We deplore the divided state of the Church on doctrine 
and practice, but only as professing Christians reject all error and 
accept every doctrine of the Bible as God’s truth can hope for unity 
be realized. A true Lutheran needs to be on guard daily against 
everything that perpetuates divisions and offenses in the Church. 
If we believe what Luther taught and defended, we will see to it that 
we also follow, defend, and spread his teachings, for they are the 
truths of Holy Writ. Lutherans will be happy to say wi;:h St. PaxI, 
“I believed, and therefore have I spoken!” 2 Cor. 4: 13. 

Finally, if we prize our R,eformation blessings highly, we will 
seek to perpetuate them as a precious legacy for ourselves? OUT 
children, and generations to come. They must pass on to them as 
complete and true as we by God’s grace have them nqw. To accom- 
plish this we need to pray for stronger faith, more fervent love to 
our Lord, greater attachment to our worship, and more active zeal 
in His kingdom. 

Thank your heavenly Father for His work and gift to man - 
the Reformation of Martin Luther ! Continue in that Word faith- 
fully which he restored to its truth and purity and stand firm 
against all error, for then you are Christ’s disciple indeed, and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free ! John 8: 31- 
32. -0. w, s. 
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At this particular time of the year, we Lutheran Christians 
commemorate two important events in the history of the church: 
The birth of God's servant, Martin Luther, on November IO, 1483, 
and the form@ beginning of the great reformation of the Chris- 
tian Church on October 31, 1517, on which date Luther nailed to 
the church door at Wittenberg ninety-five thesis or sentences in 
which he prote,sted fal.se teaching and practice in the Church of 
Rome. Although most Lutherans are fairly well acquainted with 
Luther’s Scriptural stand through their study of his Small Gate- 
chism, nevertheless there is another important aspect of Luther’s 
work which also deserves our grateful r,ecognition with special 
praise to our Lord and Savior. 

Dr. Martin Luther was very devoted to music. Mathesius. a 
friend of Luther and the author of a popuhxr history of Luther’s 
hfe, tells us that Luther often sang with his family at mealtime. 
It wa.s a gre,at pleasure to him, as regularly as possible, to gather 
his household and friends around him after dinner to pass ,the 
time both in singing and in listening to music. The musical direc- 
tor at the court in Torgau, Johannes Walther, was often invitd 
to take part in these musical evenings. He wrote: “I have sway 
with him through many a pleasant hour and have often seen ~YJ 
the dear man’s spkit was cheered up by sknging, so much so that 
he hardZy ever became tiired of chanting.” Luther was himself per- 



sonally gifted with both musical and poetical talent, and used th.is 
gift of God to great advantage in composing and writing hymns. 
We know ho,w that up to his time, singing in the public services of 
the Roman church was restricted to chanting by the clergy and 
singing in Latin by the church ehoir. The ordinary worshipper 
had little if any knowledge of that language and thus benefitted 
little from such singing. Encouraged by various passages in the 
Bible which a.dmonish. the believer to “sing unto the Lord,” L,tithw 
contended that everyone in attendance at divine service ought to 
participate in the singing as a part of his worship and thus to con- 
fess his faith and render pra,ise and thanksgiving to his God and 
Lord. 

Shortly after he had returned to his parish in Wittenberg 
from the Wartbu.rg Castle, where he had translated the New Tes- 
tament into the langua’ge of his people, Luther began to write ori- 
ginal and inspiring hymns. This led to the publication in 1524 of 
t’he Achtliederbuch, the first Lutheran hymnal, containing as the 
title indicated, only eight hymns. Four were by Luther, three were 
by Paul Speratus, and one probably by Ju!stus Jonas. Later that 
same year, the Erfurt Enchi%dion or Handbook of Spiritual Son.gs 
and Psalms appeared containing twenty-five hymns, eighteen of 
them by Luther. Toward the end of the year, Luther and his 
friend, Johannes Walther, issueId a Spiritual Hymn-Booklet with 
thirty-two German hymns written in five-part harmony for use 
a,lso by his young people’s choir. Twenty-four of those beautiful 
hymns were by Luther himself-two-thirds of all that he created 
for congregational singing. In time he added twelve more master- 
pieces, including “Ein feste Burg” (“A mighty Fortress”) and 
“Vom Himmel hoch” (“From heaven above to earth I come”). Al- 
though many of his hymns were originals, Luther also set many 
of the Psalms into verse, translated and adapted Latin hymns, and 
improved and spiritua1ize.d German folk-songs. To so me of his 
hymns, Luther not only wrote the lyrics but also the music itself. 

“Em’ feste Burg ist unser Gott”, Luther’s beloved Battle- 
hymn of the Reformation, first appeared in Klug’s Gesangbuch 
(hymnbook) in 1529, under the title which reads in English: “The 
46th Psalm: God is our refuge and strength.” If you will take your 
Bible or hymnal in hand and read over that psalm before you next 
sing Hymn 262, you will see how wonderfully Luther used that very 
Word of God for his own and his brethren’s encouragement during 
trying and dangerous times by making that text the basis for the 
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words”A MIGHTYFORTRESS ISOUR GOIJATRUSTY SHIELD AND WEA- 
PON." Luther also wrote the melody for this famous hymn, a mel- 
ody which. stirred Frederick the Great of Prussia in the eighteenth 
century to call it “God Almighty’s Gy*enadier Ma&.” And Thomas 
Carlyle, the rnan on whose translation our present English version 
is largely based, wrote: “It is evident that to this man all popes, 
cardinals, emperors, devils, all hosts and nations, were but weak, 
weak as the forest <with all its strong tg*ees might ibe to the sm;nll- 
est spa46 of eZectric fire.” A renowned music critic, James Huneker, 
deciared: This hymn th,unders at the ve‘q gate of heaven in its 
magnificent affi~mnt~io~~ of belief.” Indeed, what glorious words 
could not every one of us raise in thsnksgiving to our gracious God 
for preserving unto us His precious Word and Sacraments through 
the fearless battling of His servant Martin Lntier! 

Knowing full well the emphasis that God Himself places upon 
our singing unto Him, let us all in this special season examine our- 
selves carefully, as to whether we gladly raise our own voices to Him 
in songs of praise and devotion. While not every Christian is bless- 
ed with a clear and pleasant-sounding voice, yet we know better 
th.an to keep silent in church during the singing of hymns and lit- 
urgy a.nd to blame God for the silence. Nay,it was in the darkness 
of popery that Christians shoved off their duty to sing onto trained 
professional choirs and sat in silence, as if they themselves had no- 
thing to be thankful for. May the Lord graciously preserve each and 
every one of us from backsliding into such thankless ways ! Rather 
let every voice ring forth this coming Sunday and every Lord’s Day 
as if to sing with renewed strength: 

Oh, that I ha.d Q. thousa.nd voices 
To praise my God with thousand tongues! 
My heart, which in the Loq-d rejoices, 
Would then proclaim in grateful songs 
To all, wherever I might be, 
Wh.at great things God hath done for ME.? 

0 all ye powers tlkt He implanted, 
Arise, and silence keep ano more! 
Put forth the strength that. He hath granted 
Your noblest work is to adore. 
0 soul and body, be ye meet 
With heartfelt praise your Lord to greet! 

L.H. 30 : 1,2. 

-David T. Mensing (submitted through his pastor) 
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We Christians sing in Hymn 451, “Stand up! -Stand up for 
J esu;s!” 

Of course, there are many who say that they are Christians 
but alas, so many are such in name only. How many so-called Chris- 
tians may honor Jesus with their lips, but their heart is far from 
Him? (Cp. Matt. 15: 8). How many are merely time-servers and 
men-pleasers? When temptations and afflictions arise, they do not 
endure ; “these h.av,e no root,” - Luke 8: 6, 13. 

The mere name is not enough. There must be a change of heart! 
There must be true sorrow for one’s sins and the reliance of the 
heart on Jesus, whose blood cleanses us from all sin (I John I: 7) 
and who grants eternal life t.o all believers (John 3: 16). He whose 
heart has thus been changed by the Holy Spirit, will certainly strive 
to continue in the Word of Him who has set him free from sin, 
death, and hell (John 8: 31,32) ; he will deny himself (Matt. 16: 24) ; 
he will seek to place Jesus first as the object of his love (Luke 14: 
26) ; he will reveal his faith in the Savior by his works (James I: 22). 

0 how necessary it is that we stand up for Jesus and His 
Word! We observe a rejection of ever so many Biblical truths even 
among many who still want to .be called C,hristians. Even some so- 
called Lutherans say that the Bible is not the inerTant Word of God, 
Adam and Eve were not real historical individuals, Jesus was not 
born of a virgin, women can be pastors, etc. 

Are we always ready to stand up for Jesus and lift high the 
banner of His Holy Word? The Lord Jesus admonishes us, “Who- 
NMW~ therefore shall be a&am<& of 1Me an&? of My swords in this 
adulterous and sinjkl generation; of him. a2so sha.ll the Son of Man 
be ashamed, when He cometh in the glo~v of His F&her with the 
holy angels,” -Mark 8: 38. 

Remember the vow we took at our Baptism and which we re- 
newed at the time of our Confirmation - loyalty and faithfulness 
to the Triune God and His Word! How can we refuse to stand up 

for Him who first loved us! 
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. . . F rom your Catechism 

“Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Gh:ost.” 

-II Peter I :21. 

This Bible text is Number I and Number 3 in your Catechism. 
It is found on pages 40 and 4LThis passage is a sedes doctrinae 
(seat of doctrine) for the inspiration of the Bible.7emphasizing 
that it is not the word of men but the Word of God. The original 
Greek text shows this emphasis very plainly by placing the words, 
“by the EloZy Ghost,” at the beginning of. the sentence. 

Those who wrote the Bible were “men of God.” These “men of 
God” were “ho/y.” We, therefore, correctly state in answer to the 
question, Who wrote the Bible? “Holy men of God wrote the Bible.” 
(Catechism question 8, page 40) Yet, they did not write the Scrip- 
tures because they were prompted by their holiness or godliness. 
They were “mo~ved. “’ The Greek word which is tra.nslated “~moved” 
in the King James Version of the Bible, has the meaning of being 
“cawied along” or 44driven” -as s,ailing vessels are driven or borne 
along by the wind which fills the sails. He who drove or impelled 
the holy men to write was God! 

What did they speak when the Holy Ghost moved them? They 
gave utterance to the words which they pronounced, the very 
sounds of which those words consist, the characters which, repre- 
sent those sounds, and the thotights which those words, sounds, 
and characters express. 

The men who wrote the Scriptures are called “holy’‘-not be- 
cause they were sinless in themselves, but especially because the 
Holy Ghost used them as His instruments through whom He gave 
utterance to the words of prophecy (see II Peter 1: 20) which were 
not their own words but, in every respect, God’s Words. 

On the basis of this passage, we believe that God Himself 
moved the holy men to write His Word! A very precious and im- 
portant teaching of Scripture, (Catechism question IO, page 41) 

P. R. B. 
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. . . tith editorial comment 

Wesley Parker, a diabetic for 5 years, died last month in a 
coma after his parents threw away his insulin. They sa.id the boy 
had been cured by a faith healer at their Assembly of God church 
in Barstow, California. The pa.rents stayed away from the boy’s 
funeral because they expected their son would rise from the dead 
in four (4) days. Parker arranged a private burial and said the 
details were unimportant. “It doesn’t matter,” he said. ‘(He’s not 
going to stay there.” The San Bernardino district attorney’s, office 
reviewed reports of the case from Barstow police for possible crim- 
inal complaints. 

There is no passage in Holy Writ wherein God h.as promised 
to h.eal the Christians of every bodily affliction in this life in an- 
swer to our prxzyers. God is not a puppet whom we can manipulate 
w.ith each and every whim. “This is the confidence that we have in 
Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth 
us,” I John 5: 14. God also says “No” at times to our requests. He 
said “No” td the Apostle Pa;ul (II Cor. 12: 8,9) when h.e asked God 
to remo.ve his “thorn in the flesh.” Besides, we dare not forget that 
God works through means. Our bodies are nourished and sustained 
by proper food, sleep, etc. Our souls are nourished and sustained 
by the’ Word of iGod. He who refuses to m‘ake use of the means 
which God has placed at our disposal, when in a position to do so, 
sins against that plain command, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord, 
thy God,” Matthew 4: 7. 

Scholars in Claremont, California, are translating a Gnostic 
bible in which the snake of the Garden is a hero. Scholars at Clare- 
mont’s Institute for Antiquity and Christianity have pieced to- 
gether a 4th-century Gnostic sacred library discovered in Egypt 
shortly after World War IT. The book now being translated, “Th>e 
Origin of the World,” is similar to the Bible’s “Gm~is.” It por- 
trays the snake as luring Adam and Eve to eat the forbidden fruit 
and “become like gods in that you will know the difference between 
evil men and good.” But when Adam and Eve have partaken, the 
Gnostic book s,ays approvingly that “the light of knowledge shone 
upon them.” 
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The Gnosties ~se~e an early sect prim,arily &xring the second 
half of the second cen.tury which taught that knowledPge rather 
than faith was the key to sativat’ion. Irenaeus, the ancient church 
fath&r, who died in 202 A.D., denounced them a.s heretics in his 
writings. “Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of 
this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wis- 
dom knew not God, it p 1 eased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing t.o save them that believe.. . we preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews a, stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God,” 1 Cor. I : 20-24. 

An Indiana professor of anthropology criticized his colleagues 
sharply for declaring “as a fact” that man descended from ape-like 
creatures. Professor Anthony Ostric of St. IMary’s College, South 
Bend, t’old the 9th International Congress of Anthropological and 
sEthnologica,l Sciences there is no evidence that man has not re- 
mained essentially the same since the first evidence of his appear- 
ance. "It is not possible to see how biological, social or cultural for- 
ces or processes could transform any kind of prehum,an anthropoid 
or ‘near man’ into homo sapiens,” he declared. Professor Ostric 
stated that the Darwinian evolutionary theory has been promoted 
by only a few leaders in anthropology and human biology, but the 
vast body of professionals have fallen in behind them “for fear of 
not being declared serious scholar 07’ of being rejected from serious 
a.cademic circles.” 

It is refreshing, to say the least, to hea,r some eminent scholar 
speak out. so .4cowpageowdy agahst the nbssurdity OT man’s alleged 
evolutionary process. Wo&d to God, that Professor Ostric would 
have gone one step further!by setting fon!h. the wisdom of God as 
related in Genesis, chapter one and two, in ,which we are told how 
and what God created in six ordir.+a,l,.y days. “I will praise Thee ; for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Thy works 
and that my soul knoweth right well.” -P&m 239: 14. 

A meeting is scheduled to be held soon between the Wisconsin 
Ev. Lutheran Synod and the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
“at the praesidium level” (presidents and vice-presidents) follow- 
ing a letter to President Naumann of the Wisconsin Synod from 
Dr. J. A. 0. Preus, inquiring about the possibility of such a meeting. 
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In his response to the letter of invitation, President Naumann de- 
clined to say that “full scale doctrinal discussions were $n the of- 
fing.” He said, “Press reports seemed to imply that. But we are 
ready to give you our evaluation of the New Orleans conve+ntion 
and to share with you our convictions concerning what must follow 
upon what we consider a good beginning and a def+Gte step toward 
Scriptural 1 discipline and sound confessional Lutherantim. It will 
continue to be our fervent prayer to the Lord of the Church that 
He would grant you grace and strength to use the tools placed into 
your Synod’s h!ands anew at New Orleans and th,at your Synod 
wouE;d return to her former faithful and staunch confessional posi- 
tion.” 

TIhe above material was taken from CHRISTIAN NEWS, Sept. 
IO, 1973. The periodical also points out that the Wisconsin Synod 
discontinued fellowship with the Missouri Synod in 1961, charging 
it with violating fellowship doctrine and practice. Since then the 
controv,ersy within the Missouri Synod relative to the inspiration 
and authority of the Bible has widened the breach. If these talks 
materialize between the two S,ynods, ewe wotild assume that there 
would also beia discussion of the Doctrine of the Church and Mini- 
stry. After all, even before the withdrawal of ithe Wisconsin Synod 
from the Synodical Conference there was disagreement between 
Wiscons,in and Missouri conxerning i this doctrine. Wisconsin hoEds 
that the pastoral oflice is one of’ VARIOUS FORMS of the Gospel mz”ni- 
stry while Missouri had ,always held that the office of the pastor is 
the highest office in the church; Wisconsin holds that the synod is 
just as much church. as the local congrega.tion!while Missouri had 
always hel&th.at the local Christian congregation a.lone is divinely 
instituted and the synod a human arrangement, which Christians 
may form in Christian liberty, but not a church in any Scriptural 
sens’e. 

-M.L.N. 



Report on Our Seminary 
“The things that thocu bust heard of me am0n.g m.any witnesses, 

the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to tea&z 
others also !” II Timothy 2:2. Aware of the great significance of 
these words of the Apostle Paul, our beloved Conference, in the 
fear of God, established a Lutheran Seminary in Tinley Park, Ill., 
for the training of future pastors in our midst. It has been in oper- 
ation for four years and has been richly blessed by our heavenly 
Father. 

The doors of our Seminary opened on Monday, October 1, with 
evening classes starting at ‘7 p.m. The stude;nt body will again con- 
sist of Mr. James Luedtke of Park Forest, Illinois ; Mr. David T. 
Mensing and Mr. Randall Styx, both of Tinley Park. Becawse of the 
necessary secular work of the students certain adjustments had to 
be made in the scheduling of classes. However, the requirements 
for each course will in no way be sacrificed because of this situation 
and the standards of our Seminary will remain as high as always. 

Your professors anticipate an interesting and enjoyable year. 
Prof. H. D. Mensing will teach Homiletics IV. Prof. 0. W. Schaefer 
will teach Chu.rch History, H,omiletics I, 1 and Comparative Sym- 
bolics. Both professors will continue in the preparation of much 
needed material for the Seminary curriculum. Together with church 
duties for which each professor is also responsible, the schedule 
every week will be quite full, demanding careful budgeting of time 
for adequate prepa,ration and study. 

We are greatful to the Lord for His countless mercies to us in 
the past ,and are confident that He will be with us also in the com- 
ing year, sustaining us and directing our ways according to His 
strength-giving and assuring Word. Trusting in Him alone, as we 
go forward into this fifth year, knowing that “our sufficiency is 
of God!” II Cor. 3: 5. 

At this time we would offer the sincere plea that all our Con- 
ference members recognize anew how vital it is that our Seminary 
continue to function, both for our own needs as well as for our mis- 
sion obligations to others; that young men in our congregations be 
encouraged to consider prayerfully the important work of the min- 
istry - a difficult task indeed, but under God, a stimulating and re- 
warding one ; and that our Mission Fund be further built up so 



tha.t it will be possible for us to call graduates of our Seminary into 
mission fields and support them fully in their ministry (I Cor. 9: 
14), unless, of course, they are called by a local congregation. 

These are all matters which need to be seriously talked about 
and prayed over in all ou.r Christian homes in the Conference and 
also prayerfully discussed and wisely acted upon by all our congre- 
gations in their voters’ a.ssemblies. 

On behalf of the faculy and students may I as President thank 
all the members of our Conference for their fervent prayers and 
generous gifts to our Seminary and Peace Congregation for the 
renewed use of its facilities! Let us continue to beseech the Lord 
of the Church to prosper th.is significant work of ministerial train- 
ing in our midst and to “send forth laborers into His harvest!‘” 
Matthew 9:38. We earnestly covet and beseech your continued 
prayers and generous offerings so that the pure Word of God may 
continue among us and our children for generations to come! 

-0. w. s. 

BQOK REVIEW 

Lutheran Customs BY N. N. Carter 
Rooklet, 63 pages, originally published in 1946, reprinted in t 973 
by Holy Cross Press. It m,ay be ordered from Mr. H. A. Insinger, 

Rt, 5, Box 34, St. Charles, Missouri 6330 I, at the price of 50 cents. 

This fine booklet presents the reasons for various practices in 
the Lutheran Church. The topics treated are as follows: CHAPTER I 
on The #Church.- the author discusses, in a, pra)ctical way, the busi- 
ness of the church, church work, and church life. CHAPTER II, on 
B,ap t&n - the matter of infant Baptism and sponsors is presented 
in a conversational style. CHAPTER III, on the Lord’s Supper -an- 
other conversational approach to the practice of having One Cup 
and Announcements for Communion. CHAPTER IV, on Educcztion 
-emphasizes the real purpose of education for the Christian and 
how education should be Christ-centered. CHAPTER V, on Prayer7 



the author again uses a conversation between a Lutheran pastor 
and a non-Lutheran inquirer to approach the practice of using prin- 
ted prayers in the Divine service, congregational participation in 
prayer, attitudes in prayer, and. prayer fellowship. CHAPTER VI, 
on The Lutheran Ch3zdrch and Qther Churches- stresses particu- 
larly what the Bible teaches about religious unionism. CHAPTER 
VII, on Proselyting -treats the subject of sheep-stealing. CHAP- 
TER VIII, on Politics-three subjects are briefly treated: The Luth- 
eran Pastor and Politics ; The Luthera.n Congregation and Politics ; 
Politics and the Lutheran Layman. CHAPTER IX, on Woman’s Plme 
in the Church- The Scriptural position is presented and practi- 
cally applied. CHAPTER X, on Marriage -a practical presentation 
especially on the subject of Mixed Marriages and Interracial Mar- 
riages. CHAPTER XI, on Naming Babies-stresses the concern 
which Christian parents should have when selecting a proper Chri- 
stian name for their child. CHAPTER XII, on Money -t.he author 
shows how a Christian should regard money ; he explains Christian 
stewardship, pastor’s salary, and perquisites. CHAPTER XIII, on 
Amusements-Dancing, Card Playing, Athletics, Professional Base- 
ball, and the Movies are discussed. CHAPTER XIV. on The Lodge- 
six pages devoted to Lodgism; its system of Salvation by Charact- 
er, the G o o d which the Lo d ge does, and how we are to confess 
Christ over against the lodge. CHAPTER XV, on Funerak-the 
author treats why a Lutheran pastor will not bury a non-Lutheran 
individua.1 and the various problems that arise over funeral occa- 
sions. CHAPTER XVI, on Titles - the distributing of “theological 
tinsel” in the form of ho n or a r y Doctor of Divinity degrees is 
briefly discussed. 

All in all, this booklet is informative (it is not meant to be ex- 
haustive) , interestingly presented, and extremely practical. We 
highly commend Holy Cross Press for making this booklet again 
available at such a reasonable price. This booklet is excellent for 
use in Bible Classes and we recommend it also for sharing with the 
unchurched, and with the non-Lutheran who asks why we do cer- 
tain things in our church which are not done in the various sect- 
arian churches -or visa versa. 

IMay the Lord richly bless the testimony to the full Truth of 
His Word which this remarkable little book offers. 

-P.R.B 
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OUTLINE 

I The Source and Norm of all true doctrine is the inspired Word 
of God. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

There are no degrees of inspiration, as though God re- 
vealed by inspiration His nature, His will, and His plan of 
salvation ; while all statements pertaining to history, etc., 
reflected merely the views of the writers. (II Tim. 3: 16) 

The inspired Word of God embraces only the can.onical 
books of the Old and New Testament but not the Apocry- 
pha. (Note the errors in Tobit. 6: 7ff; II Mace. 12: 43ff; 
14: 41ff) These apocryphal books were not given by inspira- 
tion. 

With the revelations of Jesus and the Apostles the Scrip- 
tural canon is complete, and the Church is to look for no 
further revelations from God. (John I?: %?; Eph. 2: 20; 
Heb. 1: 1-3) 
Script:ure sets forth all d0ctrine.s of Christian faith in clear 
words. (Ps. 119: 105; II: Tim. 3: 15) Scripture interprets 
itself. Hence every Christian can judge as to the truth of 
a doctrine. (Luke 16: 29-31; Acts 17: 11; John 5: 39; Rom. 
1: II, 7 ; I Thess. 5: 27 ; Col. 4: 16) 

The canonical books of the Old and New Testaments are 
the source from which all doctrine must be drawn and the 
norm by which doctrine must be judged. (1 Peter 4: 11; 
John 8:31,82; Is. 8:20; IJohn 4:l) 

II Pure doctrine is a gift of the Lord. Man can never obtain it by 
himself. (Matt. 13: 11) The doctrine is not ours but God’s and 
we are bound by the Savior’s words. (Matt. 28:20) Pure doc- 
trine alone teaches correct Christian living. (Ps. 119: 9,1.05 ; 
I Thess. 4: 1; Matt. 15: 9) 

III False doctrine - a deadly evil. (John 8:44 ; II Thess. 2: II ; 
Rev. 12:9; IICor. 11:3) 

A. False doctrine is every teaching contrary to the Word of 
God. (Jer. 1: 7 ; 23: 28 ; Mal. 2: 7 ; Matt. 28: 20 ; Heb. 13: 9 ; 
I Tim. 6: 3-5) 
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B. False doctrineis a sin which injures and ruins the soul that 
receives it. (II John 9 ; Jer. 23: 22; Gal. 1: 9; Rev. 212: 18, 
19; Matt. 16: 6-12; Gal. 5: 7-9 ; II Tim. 2: 17,115) 

IV The Lord Jesus, the Prophets, and the Apostles, opposed false 
doctrine. (Matt. 7: 15 ; 24: 23-26 ; 22: 29 ; Jer. 23: 31; Ezek. 22: 
26 ; Jer. 5: 30,31; Acts 15: 10,ll; Gal. 1: 8,9 ; 2: 4,5 ; I Cor. 15) 

V It is the duty of the teachers of the Church not only to proclaim 
the Truth, but also to denounce error. (II Tim. 4: 2 ; Mark 
16: 15 ; Matt, 28: 20 ; Gal. 1: 8,9 ; Phil. 3: 2 ; Matt. 16: 6 ; II Tim. 
2: 17,18 ; Titus 1: 9-11; I Tim. 1: 3) 

VI It is the duty of every Christian. to avoid error and fellowship 
with errorists. 

A. We -.are exhorted to abide in the Truth. 
3: 14 ; Eph. 4: 14; Heb. 13: 9) 

(II Tim.. 1: 13; 

B. Truth and error cannot fellowship with each other. (Amos 
3:3; II John 11) 

C. God’s Word forbids spiritual association with those who 
depart from the Truth. (Rom. 16:17; IIJohn 10,l.l; 
UThess. 3: 6 ; Titus 3: IO ; I Tim. 6: 5) 
1. “‘We repudiate unionism, that is, church-fellowship with 

the adherents of false doctrine, as di.sobedience to God’s 
-command, as causing divisions in the Church, (Rom. 
16: 17; II John 9, IO) and as involving the constant dan- 
ger of losing the Word of God entirely, II Tim. 2: 17-21.” 
..( Brief Statement, 1932) 

2. “The Holy Ghost (Who speaks in all words of the Scrip- 
tures) does not permit Himself to be parted or divided 
that He should permit one point to be taught or be be- 
lieved as true and the other as false.” (Luther) 

D. The only fellowship which sincere Christians can recog- 
nize is that which springs from the unity of faith and doe- 
trine. (I Cor. 1: 10; Rom. 15: 5,6; Phil. I: 27) 

VII Let us, therefore, watch and pray so that we lose not the doc- 
trine entrusted to us! (Jude 3) 

-M. L. N. 
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