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Cord of 1680, and the Brief Statement of 
193t. 
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stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
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body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgement of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
AS a mixture of divergent teachings bur 

that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgement.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
9f God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the aid orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nation8 as 
signs of the timee. 

To be truthful and factual in our rep 
porting and freely to correct any mie- 
information of whfch we are not aware 
ctnd which has been called to our atten- 
tlon. Also to clarify any Information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impremion, 
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d yt this issue of The Concordia Lutheran we are bringing you the last 

installment of The Difference by Pastor I. G. Monson-originally published 

by CPH in I9 I!?. On pages 73 and 74 is an index for the entire booklet as it 

has been reprinted in our previous issues. Once again it is our most sincere 

hope that this old and precious booklet will help our readers to be better 

able to “mark” those who cause divisions and offenses contrary to the pure 

teachings of God’s Word. (Romans 16: I 7.) 

THE DIFFERENCE+ 
A Popular Guide 

t0 

Denominational History and Doctrine+ 

1. G. MOP-EON, 
Pastor at Williston, N. Dak., 

NO!?WEGIAN LUTHERAN SYNOD. 

ID. The O&e of the Keys, or Absolution. 

BIJXX I~OCTRIXR 

Defhzi-tion. - CL Through the office of the ministry God has given 
to the Church the command and power to pass judgment on the 
unbelieving and impenitent sinner, and, for Christ’s sake, to absolve 
the believing and penitent.” - Clzewktx, Enchir. and 33x. 
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Natt. 16, 19 : “Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” 

John 20, 23 (to all the disciples) : “Whosesoever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unt.0 them, and whosesoever, sins ye retain, they are 
retained.” 

“Men are taught that they should highly regard absolution, in- 
asmuch as it is God’s voice, and pronounced by God’s command.” -- 
Augsb. Conf., Art. 25, 3. 

“Now, their judgment is this: that the power of the keys, or the 
power of the bishops, by the rule of the Gospel, is a power, or com- 
mandment, from God of preaching the Gospel, of remitting or 
retaining sins, and of administering the Sacraments.” - Augsb. Conf., 
Art. 28, 5. 

“In addition to this it is necessary to confess that the keys 
pertain not to the person of a particular man, but to the Church, 
as many most clear and firm arguments testify. For Christ, speaking 
concerning t,he keys (Watt. 18, 19), adds : ‘If two of you shall agree 
on earth, as touching anythin, w that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of My Father which is in heaven.’ Therefore He ascribes 
the keys to the Church principally and immediately, just as also 
for this reason t.he Church has principally the right of calling. 
For just as the promise of the ~Gospcl belongs certainly and im- 
mediat,ely to the entire Church, so the keys belong immedia.tely 
to the entire Church, because the keys are not.hing else than the 
office whereby this promise is communicated to every one who de- 
sires it, just as it is actually manifest that the Church has the 
power to ordain ministers of the Church. ,4nd Christ speaks in these 
words, ‘Whatsoever ye shall bind,’ etc., and means that to which He 
has given the keys, namely, t.he Church: ‘Where two or three are 
gathered together in My name’ (Matt. IS, SO>. Likewise Christ gives 
supreme and final jurisdiction to the Church when He says : ‘Tell it, 
LO the Church.’ ” - Smalc. Art., App., 5 24. 

“In case of necessity even a layman absolves, and becomes the 
minister and pastor of another.” -Ibid., 5 6’7. 

ERROR. 

1. The well-known position of the Catholic C~VU~C~, that ‘(no one 
can enter heaven unless a priest has opened the door” (Born. Cat.., 
II, 5, 43), need here only be mentioned. And the oft-repeated 
saying that St. Peter is the doorkeeper of hea.ven is only a monas- 
tic fable. 

2. The Reformed Churches,, one and all, practise neither private 
nor public absolution. Zwingli ridiculed it, and Calvin says : “The 
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power of the keys is simply the preaching of the Gospel, . . . and in 
SO far as men are concerned, it is not so much power as ministry. 
Properly speaking, Christ did not give this power to men, but to 
His Word, of which He made men the ministers.” - Ins-&t., IV, 11, I. 

3. The Episcopalians have substituted for absolution this formula 
in lVamin,g for the Celebration, of the Holy Cownnunion: “If there 
be any of you who by this means cannot quiet his own conscience 
herein, but requireth further comfort or counsel, let him come to 
me, or t,o some other minister of God’s Word, and open his grief, 
t.hat he may receive such godly counsel and advice as may tend to 
the quieting of his conscience and the removing of all scruple and 
doubtfulness.” - Book of Co/m. Prayer, Exhort. 

4. The PresbyteGans speak only of “Church Censures” (We&m. 
Conf., XXX), and the Methodists have invented the “class-meeting” 
with its “class-leader” as a substitute for the ordinance of God. - 
Ch. Discipl., II, 28. 

NOTE. - The Scriptures speak of the Office of the Keys in a two- 
fold manner. 

1. When the Word of God is preached, His wrath and con- 
demnation is pronounced on sin and impenitent sinners. Though 
the preacher does not know of every sin, nor has any particular sinner 
in view, yet the sins of the impenitent and unbelieving are bound 
and retained in heaven through his preaching. (Matt. 24: The Jews 
were doomed for not accepting the salvation offered. Luke IO: Woe 
was pronounced upon Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum, and the 
places that would not acc.ept the preaching of the apostles. Also 
chap. 13; Acts 13, 40. 41; Eph. 5, 5 : “For this ye know, that no 
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.” 
2 Thess. I, 8: The Lord Jesus shall come to “take vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.“) 

2. When one who is conscience-stricken and weak in faith cannot 
6nd full consolation in the Word as preached to the Christian congre- 
gation, but anxiously asks whether he, the great, unworthy sinner, 
is included among those towards whom God is gracious or not, or 
what decree may have been passed upon him in the council of the 
Most High, to such a one Christ not only in general causes the Gospel 
to be preached, but in order to augment and strengthen his faith and 
give him an abiding consolation, He also privately and personally 
assures him of the forgiveness of sin. (Cf. Matt. 9 ; Luke 7, 19. 23.) 
And .this loosing key, together with its attendant gracious promise, 
He has given unto His servants to use. This is commonly called 
private absolution. (Adapted from Chemnitz’s Enchiridion.) 



E. The Lord’s Supper. 

I. What is the Lord’s Xupper? 

BIBLICAL LUTHERAX DOCTRINE. 

“The Lord’s Supper is the true body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine , given unto us Christians 
co eat and to drink, as it was instituted by Christ Himself.” - 
Matt. 26,26-28; Mark 14,22-24; Luke 22,19.20; 1 Car. l&23-25. 

The Tenth Article in the A,ugsburg Confession, is substantially 
the same as the above. In his 
defend the doctrine received in t 
Supper the body and blood of 
present, and are truly tendered 
bread and wine. And we speak 

Apology, Nelanchthon adds : “We 
te entire Church, that in the Lord’s 
Christ are truly and substantially 
with those things which are seen, 
If the presence of the living Christ, 

knowing that ‘death hath no more dominion over Him. ” - Art. X. 

1. ZfwingZi, the father of Reformed rationalism, says in his 
preface to A Short Christian Instruction to the Cleyg!j: “The Lord’s 
Supper is nothing more than the feast of the soul ; and Christ 
instituted it as a remembrance of Himself. When man. trusts in the 
suffering and redemption of Christ., he shall be saved. 0f this He has 
left us a sure and visib!e sign in the emblems of His body and blood, 
and entreats us to eat and to drink both in remembrance of Him.” -. 
Wirier, Clark’s ed., p. 269. (Compare Dnrst., XVI, 2.) 

In his Reckoning of the Faith (presented at Augsburg, 1530) 
this is his standpoint: “Eighthly. I believe that in the Holy 
Eucharist, i. e., the supper of thanksgiving, the true. body of Christ 
is present by the contemplation of fait11 : i. P.,, that, they who thank 
the Lord for the kindness conferred on us in His Son, acknowledge 
that He assumed true flesh, in it truly suffered, truly washed away 
our sins in E&s own blood : nncl .;.!?‘,ifrj ever)-thi;ig clone by Christ. 
becomes present to them by the contemplation of faith. But that. the 
body of Christ i.n essence and really - ?:. e., the natural body itself - 
is either present in the Supper or ~m~sticated wit,h our mouth or teet,h, 
as the papists and some who Ion,-. v for the fleshpots of .Egypt :lSsert, 
we not only deny, but firmly maintain is an error opposed to God’s 
Word.” - Jacobs, Book of Gomoyd, I, 170. 

2. Calvin says in his Imtitutes: “How, then, could they [the 
disciples] have been so ready to believe what is 7.ep,ugnartt to all 
,reason., viz., that Christ was seated tit table under their eye, and yet 
wa.s contained invis!‘b!;(T tx~der the bread ?” - IV. C. XVTT, $ 23.) 

3. The .Heidel&eT*g Ccrt~cl~~krn (by 17rsinus and Olevian.us, 1563) 
is the mother confession of all later Reformed confessions. Of the 
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Eucharist it says: “The Lord’s Supper is a distribut,ing and receiving 
of bread and wine commanded of Christ unto the faithful, that by 
-these siyr~s He might testify that I-Ie has delivered and yielded His 
body unto death, and has shed His blood for them, and does give 
them these things to eat and drink, that they might be unto them 
the meat and drink of eternal life, and that thereby also He might, 
testify that He would dwell in them, nourish and quicken them 
forever.” (Quest. 75, Ursin’s l?xp&ation; Henry Parry’s trans- 
lation.) - Again : “To eat is to believe, to receive remission of sin 
by faith, to be united to Christ, to be made partakers of the life of 
Christ.” (Qu. 76.) Again : “The literal sense, if it be properly taken, 
can be no othm W&C! understood than thus : The substance of this 
bread is the substance of My body. Eut so to understand it is an 
undoubted absurdity.” (Qu. 77.) 

4. The Book of Commaoir-~ Prayer (Episcopal) says in ‘(a cate- 
chism . . . to be learned . . . before confirmation” : ‘Why was the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ordained ? A,ns. : For the continual 
remembrance of the sacrifice of the death of Christ, and of the benefits 
which we receive thereby. What is the inward part, or thing signi- 
fied ? A ns. : The body and blood of Christ,, which are spirituaZZy 
taken and received by the faithful in the Lord’s Supper.” (p. 228.) - 
III. the Episcopal il.r?icles of Ral,igion, Art.. XXVIII speaks in the 
first part of “partaking of the body and blood of Christ,” but concludes 
i b.ETT st:!!ting I p that “The body of Christ is given, taken, 
kuppcr, only after an. heavenly and spiritual manner. 

and eaten, in the 
And the means 

whereby the body of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper is 
faith.” (1 f le ‘armed Episcopals the same in substance.) 

5 The Presb~yterians say : c . “Worthy receivers, outwardly par- 
taking of the visible elements in this Sacrament, do then also inwardly 
by fait,h, really and indeed, yet not carnally and corporally, but 
spiritually, receive and feed upon Christ. crucified, and all benefits 
of His death: the body and blood of Christ being there not corporally 
or carnally in, with, or under the bread and wine; yet as really, but 
spiritually, present to the faith of believers in t.hat ordinance, as the 
elements themselves are t,o their outward senses.” - Westm. Conf., 
Art. XXIX, 7. 

6. The Methodist Episcopal Chm~h, in its ArticZes of Religion, 
Art. XVIII, s i one with the Episcopalians. The Baptist and Congre- 
gationalist position is that of the Westminster Confession,. 

But God says:- 

Mat.t. 26, 26-28 : “Jesus t,ook bread, and blessed it’, and brake it, 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat: this is Ny body. 
And He t,ook the cup? and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
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Drink ye all of it; for this is My blood of the New Testament, which 
is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 

I Car. IO, 16: “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not 
the communion of t/be blood of Christ Z The bread wh.ich we break, 
is it not the communion. of the body of Christ?” 

1 Cor. 11, 27: “iTherefore, whosoever ‘shall eat this bread, and 
drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guiZty of the body 
and blood of the Lord.” (Cf. v. 29.) 

Natt. 21; 20 : “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the ,world.” 

NOTE. - When the Reformed deny the real presence in the 
Lord’s Supper and say that Christ is only spirituully present, hog can 
they explain the situation at the first Communion? At that time the 
participants did not need to “soar to heaven on the wings of faith” 
t,o get His blessing. The Sa.vior was bodily and spiritually right in 
the midst of them But they received a blessing, surely, and that was 
what it only can be if Christ .meant what He said, His body and 
blood, for the remission of sins. 

2. What Benefits Do Christians Deriue from the Lord’s Suppe~r? 

Bmx DOCTRINE. 

The Lord?s Supper, being a means of grace, confers upon the 
believing partaker forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

Matt. 26, 28 : “For this is My blood of the Kew Testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” (Luke 22, 19. 20.) 

1 Cor. 11, 29 : The u,nworthy partaker “eat’eth and drinketh 
damnation. to himself .” Hence, the worthy part&r must get “for- 
giveness of sins, life, and salvation.” 

Lu,thertxn Testimony : - 

“We have briefly considered the first part, namely, the essence 
of this Sacrament. We now come to its power and blessing, which 
is a most import.ant part, as we should know what we go for, and 
what we receive. This is plainly evident from the words just quoted: 
‘This is My body and blood, given and shed for you for the remission 
of sins.’ In other words, we go to the Communion because we receive 
there a treasure through and in which we obtain the forgiveness of 
sins. How so? There stand the words through which this is im- 
parted! When He bids me go to eat and to drink, it is with the 
intent that it should be mine, and be a source of blessing to me 
as a pledge and earnest thereof, yea, as the very gift in which I am 
to find shelter against sin, death, and every misfortune.” - Luther’s 
Large Cat., V, 20 f. ; Lenker’s Tr. 
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1. AS the Reformed Churches deny the real presence in the 
Lord’s Supper, so they also deny the real benefit thereof. But this 
makes it a Sacrament in name only. Presbyterians, Congregation- 
alists, and Baptists unite in confessing that “The Lord Jesus insti,- 
tuted the Sacrament of His body and blood . . . for the perpetual 
remembrance of the sacrifice of Himself in IIis death,” etc. - Westm. 
Conf., XXIX, 1. 

2. The Methodists speak ambiguously in their Articles of Religion 
of -the Lord’s Supper. (Cf. XVI and XVIII. And what is meant 
by the following declaration: “The Supper of the Lord . . . is a Sacra- 
ment of our redemption by Christ’s death” 2) But they are unmis- 
takably Reformed in practise and public teaching. Dr. W. Nast has 
the following in his Smaller German Catechism : “What does the 
Lord’s Supper signify ? It is to the believer a memoriaZ feast of 
Christ’s atoning passion and death and a token of his participation 
in the benefits of Christ.” 

NOTE 1. -- xo Christian dogma has a larger literature to its 
credit than the Lord’s Supper. The theologians of the early Church, 
as a whole, decidedly taught the real presence; but their lack of 
precision, at times, has given fanatics and Romanists arguments for 
the defense of their own strange opinions concerning the Sacrament 
of the Altar. 

Like popery itself, the present doctrine of the Lord’s Supper 
in the Catholic Church is a rather late development. In 844, the 
French monk Paschasius Radbertus published a work wherein the 
change of bread and wine into the flesh and blood of Christ was 
vigorously defended (metabolism, transubstantiation). In 1214, at 
the Fourth Lateran Council, this unscriptural opinion was made the 
doctrine of the Church (reiterated at the Council of Trent, in 1551) ; 
and in 1415, at the Council of Const.ance (where John Hus was 
burned), it was finally decreed that the consecrated bread alone 

should be distributed to t.he lay people (concomit,ance*), the wine 
to be drunk by the officiating priest, to insure against any of the 
“precious drops” being spilled in any manner ! And finally, the 
consecrated elements are sacrificed as a “bloodless offering,” especially 
for the dead in purgatory by being elevated in the mass; or the 
c.onsecrated wafer is carried about in solemn procession to be 
worshiped by the populace. 

These abuses were soon discarded by the Reformers (Augsb. 
Conf., XXIV), but not all reverted t,o apostolic practise. Zwingli 

* The doctrine that the consecrated bread contains the blood, hence 
the mine need not be given to the laity. 



and Calvin differ somewhat in their .definitions of the Sacramen.t of 
the Altar, but agree in denying the real presence. And their claief 
reason for doing so is the rationalistic argument: human reason 
cannot understand the real presence of Christ’s body and blood in 
the Sacrament. 

NOTE 2. - Reformed writers on the Lord’s Supper generally call 
the Lutheran doctrine of the real presence “consubstantiatiol.” This 
term means, “of the same substance,” z:ix., that in the Sacrament t,he 
bread and the body of Christ form one substance. Those who 
apply the term “consubstantiation” to the Lutheran doctrine of the 
Lord’s Supper misrepresent our position. We do not. teach that the 
bread and the body of Christ, or the wine and His blood, form one 
substance, but that in, with, and under the bread we receive, not in 
a natural, but supernatural (sacramental) manner, the true body 
of Christ, and with the wine His true blood. This is the plain 
doctrine of Scripture, though too deep for human reason to fathom. 

A FEW OBJECTIONS ANSWEREI). 

First Objection. - The word “is,” in the words of institution, 
mus;t be taken to mean “sig~ifznz.” 

Answer. - The words of institution are alike wherever quoted. 
If any figurative sense were intended, some author would surely 
have mentioned it. If the words of institution are to be understood 
figuratively, then no script,ure can be taken literally. For no doctrine 
is more plainly stated than that of the Lord’s Supper. 

Some t,exts quot,ed by Reformed writers to support their doctrine 
that “is” may mean “signifies” prove the contrary : John 14, 6 : “I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life”; IO, 9 : “I am the Door.” Here 
Christ does not signify these things, but He verily is what He 
claims to be. 

It is agreed on every hand that the Old Testament paschal lamb 
has been superseded by the Lord’s Supper. This lamb signified Christ, 
who as a Lamb should be sacrificed for the sin of the whole world. 
(John 1, 29.) Now that Christ has come, “signifies” has been, yea; 
must be, superseded by “is.” As the body is more t,han the shadow, 
so the IXucharist is more than the paschal la.mb. 

Sec0n.d Objection. - As Christ’s body has ascended int.0 heaven, 
His presence in the l3uchari.st can be only spiritual. 

rlnswer. - Though Christ ascended into heaven, this does not 
prevent, Him from being present in the Eucharist.. First : He is 
almighty, and can do whatsoever He pleases. Secondly: He is 
truthful. He has promised to be present, and He surely will. (1 Cor. 



10, 16.) Thi.rdly : He is everywhere present. The right hand of 
God is everywhere, so Christ also is everywhere. E’ourthly : Though 
Christ is invisible, His presence since the incarnation is always real. 
Or does He leave His body at the right hand of the Father while 
He is present spiritually somewhere Z Xo ! His presence is the 
presence of the person.al, undivided God-man. 

To partake of Christ spiritually is to believe on Him. Of this 
partaking Christ speaks in John 6. Zwingli, and the Reformed 
generally, use this chapter to prove their side of the case. But how 
can Jesus there ‘refer to the Sacrament, which was not yet insti- 
tuted? Besides, 1 Cor. II, 27-29 forbids us to believe that there 
is only a spiritual body, a spiritual eating and drinking, in the Lord’s 
Supper, since according to this chapter even unbelievers partake 
of Him. 

Third 0 b jection. - The body of Christ cannot8 be present in the 
Eucharist because it has not the required attribute of omnipresence. 

Answer. - Christ’s body participates in the attributes of the 
divine nature. He endured fasting forty days and forty nights 
(&Iatt. 4, 2) ; did not sink in t#he water (Matt. 14, 22) ; became 
invisible when the Jews counseled murder (John 8, 59) ; came out 
of the sealed grave; was visible and, in an instant, invisible (John 
20, 14 f.) ; came through closed doors (John 20, 19. 26). Christ’s 
human nature also participates in the attribute of omnipresence. 
According t,o His last will and testament, in which He has expressed 
Himself clearly and fully concerning our heritage, we believe in the 
real presence of His body and blood in the sacrament. 

.NOTB. - The Reformed insist on breaking the bread at Com- 
.munion, I) because Christ did. so at the Last Supper; and 2) because 
it si.gnifi.es the sufferings which Christ had to undergo in ord.er to 
redeem us. We do not hold that t.his breaking of the bread is 
essential. Christ broke the bread because the loaves were too large 
for the purpose in view; and there is no special significance connected 
with the act. He certainly did not break the bread in order t.o signify 
the treatment He was to receive; for the Scriptures state explicitly 
that Ibis body rr~~st no-l be brokeqz. (John 19, 63), as the bones of the 
paschal lamb were not broken (Ex. 12, 46). 

When the Lutheran Church uses unleavened wafers at Com- 
munion, it does so because they are convenient to distribute, and 
because the bread used by Christ was unleavened. In like manner it 
also uses grape-w&e, not. -juice, nor a juice of some other fruit, or 
merely water, as some temperance fanatics prescribe, because this 
was the wine of the Passover, and because Christ explicitly mentions 
“the fruit of the vine” (Matt. 26, 29) as the proper element. 



IO. AFTER DEATH. 

BIBLE DOCTRINE. 

At death the soul enters on its eternal existence : bliss or torment. 
Of this the body will also partake after Judgment Day. 

Gen. 3, 19 : “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground, for out of it wast thou taken ; for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

and 

and 
also 

Eccl. 12, 7: “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was; 
the spirit shall return unto God, who gave it.” 
Luke 23, 43: “To-day thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” 
Luke 16, 22. 23: “And it came t,o pass that the beggar died, 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom. The rich man 
died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, being in 

torment? 
Rev. 14, 13: “Blessed are the dead which die in t.he Lord from 

henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors ; a.nd their works do follow them.” 

Heb. 9, 2.1: “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the Judgment.” 

Phil. 1, 23 : “I desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which 
is far bet.ter.” 

&4&S 1, 25 : “Judas by transgression fell that he might go to 7zis 
own place.” 

LuLhem7i Tesfimony : - 

“I believe in Jesus Christ, . . . who ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.” - Bplosdires’ Creed, 
Sec. ,4rt. Athanmian Creed, s 3’7. &gsb. Co?? f., Arts. III and XVII. 

“We pray in this petition . . . that when, :;t last, the hour of death 
shall arrive (He would) grant us a happy end, and graciously take 
us from t.his world of sorrow to Himself in heaven.” - Small 
Cat., III, 7. 

ERROR. 

1. The CathoZic Church teaches that “there exists in the next 
life a middle state of temporary punishment, allotted for those who 
have died in venial sin, or who have not satisfied the justice of God 
for sins already forgiven. . . . This intermediate state is commonly 
called purgatory.” (Gibbons, Faith of Our Fathers, p. 248.) This 
declaration is substantially the same as that contained in canon 30, 
session 6, of t.he Council of Trent,, and in question 3, part I, 6, of 
the Roman Cadechism. -When the cardinal says that the doctrine 
of purgatory “is clearly taught in the Old Testament; that it is, 
at least, insinuated in the New Testament; that it is unanimously 
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proeiaimed by the Fathers of the Church,” but includes in the Old 
Testament the apocryphal books of the Xaccabees (see 2 Nacc. 12, 
43-46), and mentions the Montanist Tertullian, A. D. 160-220, 
as the first testifying “Father,” his “clear” and “unanimous” proofs 
do not appear convincing. 

2. Though the representative Reformed Churches stand for retri- 
bution in their confessions, the prevailing opinion among their 
members is that “we get all the hell there is here on earth,” Such 
an opinion is not even rationalism. The conception of a just God 
forbids it. Yet the Reformed sects in their preaching and in their 
literature very generally ignore the Bible-doctrine concerning a state 
of punishment after death. 

Lodgism is to a great extent the cause for disbelief in eternal 
punishment. Every lodge-man buried, even a suicide or a profligate 
Elk, is declared saved, “removed to the Grand Lodge above” or to 
“the happy hunting-ground” of the Red Man. 

But God says: - 

2 car. 5, IO: “We must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he bath done, whether it be good or bad.” (1 Cor. 15.) 

Dan. 12, 2: “Snd many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall. awake, some to everlasting life and some t.o shame and 
everlasting contempt.” 

Rom. 14, 10: “We shall all stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christ.” 

Natt. 25, 41. 46 : “Then shall He say unto them on the left hand: 
Depart from Ne, ye cursed, into everlast,ing fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life eternal.” 

JL 

ir 
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BEGINNING WITH THE combined January and February issue 
of The Con.cor&a Lutheran, we began to reproduce for our rea- 
ders a book entitled The Di@+l.ce written a number of years ago 
by Pastor I. G. Monson of the Norwegian Synod. Thus fa,r, the re- 
sponse from those who have read the ma.terial has been gratifying. 

SOME LETTERS have been received, however, which take issue 
with the following editorial statements which appeared in the Jan- 
uary and February,1973 issue : “When reading the material, par- 
ticularly i,n Chapter III 011 ~JNCHRISTIAN CULTS, we must bear in 
mind that some significant changes have been made in th.ese var- 
ious denominations since 1915. We are thankful to the Lord th.at 
there are now some in the Advent i s t group, namely, The Seventh 
Day Adventists, (p. 16) as well as some among the Quakers (p. 18) 
who emphatically profess the Holy Trinity and also teac:h Justifica- 
tion by God’s grace alone through faith. in Christ-although incon- 
sistently adhering to their other errors which overthrow this doc- 
trine. It will be noted that the Jehovah Witnesses are treated (p. 
16.) by their old former designation, Russelites.” 

THE ABOVE EDITORIAL COAWENTS were based upon the material 
which we had on those specific denominations. In order to explain 
more fully the reason for our cements we would like to share with 
our readers the following source m&erial. 

THE SEPTEMEER (1956) ISSUE of Eternity carried an artic.le on 
the Seventh Day Adventists written by Dr. Donald G. Earnhouse, 
the editor of the periodical. In the article Dr. Earnhouse stated that 
for the past t,wo years he had probed into every Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist teaching with painstaking care. Together with Mr. Walter 
R. Martin, an authority on cults, and Professor George Cannon of 
Nyack Missionary College, he had met with Adventist leaders for 
days on end. Dr. Earnhouse de&red, “They (the Adventists) hold 
that Jesus Christ is the eternal Word of God, second member of the 
Godhead, eternally existing with God as God, and they replldiats 
absolutely any concept &at Jesus wa.s a created being." 

IN THE MARCH IO, 1953 ISSUE of Look magazine there appear- 
ed an article entitled, “What is a Seventh Day Adventist?” The 
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questions were answered by Dr. Arthur S. Maxwell, the editor of 
the Adventist. periodical, S,i,ps of tlzc Times. In answer to the ques- 
tion, “Do Seventh Day Adventists believe in the Trinity?“, w=3 read, 
“Th.ey do. Reverently they worship the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
‘three Persons in one God.’ And’they do so because they belienre 
t.his to be the teaching of the Bible concerning God in His relation 
to this world and the human race.” And in answer to the question, 
“Do Adventists teach that people must obey the Ten Command- 
ments in order to be saved?“, we read, “No. Salvation is by grace 
alone. There is only one way of salvation. That is faith in the aton- 
ing death of Jesus Christ. No one can ‘work his way’ into the king- 
dom of God. No degree of obedience, no works of penance, no a- 
mount of money entitles anyone to any divine favor. Nevertheless, 
‘faith without works is dead.’ Keeping the commandments is the 
result, the evidence, of salvation. It is a matter of love, not legal 
duty. ‘If ye love Me,’ said Jesus, keep My commandments’ (John 
14 95) .” 

ALTHOUGH the Adventists emphatically profess m their o5icial 
writings their belief in the T ri u n e God and salvation by grace 
through faith alone in Christ Jesus, yet, inconsist.ently, they still 
hold to their old errors in other doctrines: the Sabbath, a double 
r.esurrection, a judgment in the heavenly sanctuary which began 
in 1844, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are mere outward signs, 
insistence upon certain Levitical laws, no eternal destruction, etc. 

Do SO&~E among the Quakers profess the Triune God and sal- 
vation by grace alone ? Apparently such is the case. We have in our 
possession a 96-page booklet entitled, “Corn fiitu tion and DiscipIGae 
of O~go~2. YeaqQ Aleeting of Friends Church” (August, 1970). (Ijl-1 
page 15, under the caption, “‘Deckwation of Faith issued by the 
Richmond Co~~.ference in 1887” on the doctrine of God, “We believe 
in one holy (ISAIAH 6: 3, 57: 15) 9 almighty (GENESIS 17 :I), all-wise 
(ROMANS 11: 33, ‘16: 27)) and everlasting (PSALM 90: 1,2) God, the 
Father (MATTHEW 11: 25-27)) the Creator (GENESIS I: I) and Pre- 
s.erver (JOE 7: 20) of all things ; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, by whom all things were made (JOHN 1: 3)) and by whom 
all things consist ( COLLOS~IANS I: 17), and in one Holy Spirit, pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son (JOHN 15: 26, 16: 7), the Re- 
prover (JOHN 16: 8) of the world, t,he Witness of Christ (JOHN 15: 
26)) and the Teacher (JOHN 14 :26), Guide (JOHN 16 93)) and 
Sanctifier (2 THESSALONIRNS 2: 13) of the people of God; and that 
these three are one in the eternal Godhe2.d (MATTHEW 28: 19, JOHN 
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10:30, 17:21), to whom be honor, praise, and thanksgiving, now 
and forever. Amen.” 

IN THE SAME BOOKLET, page 18, we read concerning salvation, 
“‘God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever b,elievetih in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life’ (JOHN 3: 16). We believe that justification is of God’s free 
grace. It is received, not for any works of righteousness that we 
have done (TITUS 3: 5), but in the unmerited mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus. Through faith in Him, and the shedding of His pre- 
cious blood, the guilt of sin is taken away, and we stand reconciled 
to God.” 

OBVIOUSLY, not all Quakers subscribe to the above doctrines, 
The Oregonian, 1955, published a series of articles presented in the 
form of questions a,nd answers on the different denominations. The 
article on the Quakers was written by Richmond P. Miller, Field 
Secretary of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Soci- 
ety of Friends, December 12 and 13, 1955. The answers given by 
him constitute a veritable hodge-podge, setting forth their various 
errors to which Pastor Monson refers on page 18 of his book which 
we have reproduced. 

ON DECEMBER 30, 1955, however, The Oregonian published an- 
other art’iele “Whia’t do the Quakers of the Pacific Northwest 
Believe?” The reason given was as follows, “On December 12 and 

13, The Oregonian published articles “Who are, the Quakers?’ The 
articles were written by Richmond P. Miller, field secretary of the 
of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends. According to Oregon Quakers, the prior art,icles contained 
statements on beliefs and practices that applied only to a small 
minority of Quakers centering mainly in the Philadelphia area. 
Oregon Quakers asked T h er Oregonian to publish the following 
article which they believe will correct any misrepresentation of 
the large majority of Friends in America. Friends of the Northwest 
under Oregon Yearly Meeting follow the orthodox pattern.” 

WHY DID WE INCLUDE such an explanatory para,graph in the 
January and February issue of our Concordia Lutheran? Simply 
‘beoa.use we confess in our Statement-of Purpose not ‘only “to e,xpose 
false, teaching and practice” but also “to be truthful and factual in 
our reporting.” We are confident that our readers would not want 
us to be otherwise! 

-The Editor 



THIS YEAR the annual Convention of our Concodicc L~~them~~ 
Confe,rewe was held in Wilmot, South Dakota, a farming com- 
munity in the northeastern part of the state. 

THE CONVENTION opened on Friday morning, June 22, with a 
divine service in which President Bledel set before us the words 
of the Apostle Paul, “Wheyefo/re sholw ye to the,m, nnd before the 
churches, the proof of vow love, and of 0,211’ boastl:ng on yowr be- 
hdf” (2 Cor.8: 24). The host pastor, Rev. J. Schmitt, served as lit- 
urgist. The offering from the service was designated for the Gen- 
eral Fund of the Conference Treasury. 

THIS YEAR we were graciously blessed with all of the congrega- 
tions in our Conference being represented by their pastor and two 
lay-delegates. 

IN HIS annual presidential report, Pastor BlcedeI reminded us 
of the, blessings which the Lord had bestowed upon us and urged 
u.s earnestly to beseech the Lord to fill us with greater zeal for the 
blessed work of Christ’s Kingdom, being motivated by our love for 
our dear Savior. 

THE FOLLOWING officers were elected: 

PRESIDENT - Rev. 0. W. SchEfer 

VICE-PRESIDENT - Rev. P. R. Bloedel 

SECRETARY - Rev. M. L. Natte,rer 

TREASURER - Mr. Glen A. Frerichs 

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE - Mr. Kent Frerichs (Midwest) 
and Mr. Walter Fischer (Farwest) 

THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE - Rev. M. L. Natterer, Rev. P. 
R. Bloedel, Mr. Martin Luedtke 

THE COMWTTEE ON THEO. EDUCATION - Rev. M. L. Natterer, 
Rev. J. A. Schmitt, Mr. Ronald Schlaht, Mr. Daniel 

Mensing 

THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS 4 Rev. H. D. Mensing, Rev. J. 
A. Schmitt, Mr. Kent Frerichs, Mr. Randall Styx, 

Mr. Henry Fischer 



THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION - Rev. P.R. Bloedel, 
Rev. M. L. Natterer, Rev. 0. W. SchEfer, &fr. David 

T. Mensing 

THE PUBLISHING HOUSE BOARD 4 Rev. P.R. Bloedel, Rev. 
M. L.- Natterer, Mr. Dale Ellis, Mr. V. 3X. Bloedel, 

Mr. Martin Luedtke 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE- Mr. Glen Frerichs, Mr. D. T. 
Mensing, IVlr. Paul Luedtke, Mr. Kent Frerichs 

“The Exercise of Chwktkn. Lm:e fin Ch~ktinn Stclcnrvlship!” 
was the theme of the essay presented by Rev. M. L. Natterer to 
the convention this year. The essayist emphasized, in particular, the 
following points: 1) The Scriptural teaching that this blessed work 
work can only be exercised by the Christians-those who b,elieve 
that Jesus is their Savior from sin, death and hell - for “without 
fa-ith ,it is impossible to please God” ( HEB. II: 6) ; 2) that it is the 
duty of every Christian to give for it is not only God’s command, 
but also a gracious p r ivi 1 ege. which God has bestowed upon the 
Christians ; 3) while the specific amount which the Christian is to 
give is not specified in Scripture, none-the-less, the Christian, 
being motivated by his love to the Savior is to give willingly, gen- 
erously and regularly. 

IN HIS REPORT as chairman of the Committee on Lutheran 
IJnion, Pastor Schmitt stated that while no new official contacts had 
been made by the Committee during the past year, personal contacts 
had been made on an individual basis by our pastors and members. 

THE EDITORIAL STAFF of our Concordin Lutheran presented a 
report of their work during the preceding year. They reviewed the 
various articles whic:h appeared, referring also to the favorable 
response on the part of some to the reproduction of Pastor Monson’s 
booklet, The Dif f ereme. 

AFTER a very careful and thorough discussion of the memorials 
which had been submitted, appropriate action was taken by the 
Convention. All of these memorials as well as the decisions of the 
delegates will appear in our Proceedings which should be available 
within a few months. 

THE REPORT of the Committee on Theological Education in- 
cluded a brief history of our Seminary and an acknowledgement 
of God’s undeserved b 1 es sings upon the faculty and students. In 
connection with this report, the Convention also heard the report 
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from our Seminary president who esp!ained that our vicar, Mr. 
James Luedtke, had se.rved his vicarage at Peace E v. Lutheran 
Church, Tinley Park, Illinois. The Lord willing, student Luedtke 
will graduate this next spring. Professor Schaefer concluded his re- 
marks with a plea that all of us earnestly pray to the Lord of the 
harvest to grant us more qualified students for our Seminary. 

THE CORWITTEE ON MISSIONS reminded us t.hat in view of the 
fact that we $hall have, by God’s grace, a full-time ministerial can- 
didate available at the end of the 1974 school-year, it is necessary 
for our Conference to renew its efforts to in crease the Mission 
Fund so that the candidate can be fully supported and thus devote 
full time to the work where the Lord places him. Various mission 
opportunities were discussed which the Lord has placed before us. 

THE BOARD OF CONTROL Scriptural Publications Chairman 
presented a brief history of our Conference publishing house. .He 
urged us to go forward in the use of the blessings which the Lord 
had granted unto us. We were grateful to the Lord that a young 
man, a voting member of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Seattle, 
Washington, has begun apprentice work in the publishing house, 
thus allowing Pastor Bloedel to devote more time to his office as 
pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. 

THE CONVENTION adopted a budget amounting to $15,374 for 
the coming fiscal year. This amount also included an increase in sal- 
aries for our two Seminary professors. 

ON SUNDAY MORNING, June 24, a divine service with Holy Com- 
munion was held in which Rev. H. D. Men sing of Tinley Park, 
Illinois, preached an edifying sermon on John 21: 15-19 using as his 
theme, “How ARE WE CHRISTIANS TO PROVE OUR LOVE TO THE LORD, 
OUR SAVIOR ?” The local pastor, Rev. J. Schmitt, served as the lit- 
urgist. 

WE PRAISE our dear heavenly Father for the spe.cial encour- 
agement and strength received from the various devotions con- 
ducted by our pastors during sessions, for the Christian fellowship 
which we were privileged to en joy, and for the kind hospitality 
shown everyone by the pastor and members of St. Stephen’s Luth- 
eran Church, Wilmot, South Dakota. May the motto of our Convcn- 
tion, PROVE YOUR LOVE (2 Cor. 8: 24), be evident to an ever greater 
degree in our lives for tlhe sake of Him Who loved us even unto 
death. 

-Rev. M. L. Natterer, secretary 
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W. Schaefer, professor/president, assistant pastor of Peace congr. 
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Spacious Grounds furnish campus atmosphere 



interior view of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois 
Used for Seminary Chapel Services and practice preaching 

One of the two rooms in Peace Ev. Lutheran Church used as q 
Seminary Classroom and Library 
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