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“We having the same spirpit of faith, according assit is
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we
-11 Cor. 4 :18.
also believe and therefore speak.”

In Christ Jesus, the Head of the Church, dearly beloved members of our Conference,, visitors, and friends:
The 2lst c,onvention of our beloved Conference is almost over.
The sessions of this day will bring to an end another annual meeting of our delegates. The convention opened with an inspiring
divine service in which we gleaned much strength and comfort
for our tasks as God’s people. This morning we once more assemble for worship here, and await the blessing of our Lord both from
His precious Word and also on this occasion from that Sacrament
which He instituted on th.e night in which He was betrayed. How
refre,shjmg it is to meet together and to sing and pray to Him who
in His grace has united us in a common bond of faith and whose
mercies continue to be new to us every morning! With David we
declare: “I will ppuise Thy name for Thy lovingkindness and for
Tl2y
Tfmth
!” -Psalm
133 2. It is especia.lly edifying and uplifting to bask in the light of God’s Word since we are living in a
world fil1e.d wit,h strife, unrest, and religious confusion and turmoil. Many are the distractions that Satan hurls our way and
varied are his avenues of approach, seeking to make us falter and
to choose no longer the old paths, but new ways of modern thinking. Sad to say, many Christians have succumbed to these wiles
of the old evil Foe and have drifted into areas of liberalism and
unionism and have made shipwreck of their faith. God preserve
u.s from such a tragic mistake! Let us rather conti.nue to sit at
the fe.et of our Lord as humble 20th century disciples and give
heed daily to His wisdom for time and for eternity! This means
that our faith must grow and remain strong and that we seize
e,very opportunity to share God’s truth with others, Of this we are
reminded and to this we are encouraged by the words of our text,
a. passage that. is the basis for our convention motto: “I$% b&eve
and theref o;rlespeak !” On the basis of this word of God let us un-

der the guidance of the Holy Spirit consider today:
A Divine Challenge To Us For These Critica. Times CONTINUE TO BE A TESTIFYING’BELIEVER
!

By God’s grace we can meet this challenge:
I. By gratefully reviewing and reaffirming the sure founda,tion of our faith-the
pure teachings of God’s Word.
2. By resolving anew, with God’s help, fearlessly to confe,ss
His truth at every opportunity.
I.
Our text is taken from the second letter which Paul wrote
to the Christians at Corinth. In the chapter from which our text
is taken h e declared how with all sincerity and diligence he
preached the Gospel of Christ. But he also pointed out that as a
servant of the Lord he encountered many evil conditions, was
often confronted with the hatred of those whom Satan had blinded,
and endured trouble and persecution including beatings, stoning,
a,nd perils of all kinds. However, he does not murmur or complain
but calls himself an earthen vessel, a frail human being, subject
to these experiences so that through his ministry the power of
God and Jesus his Savior might be manifest to all. How his words
ring with courage and certaiaty ! “We are zkoubled on e:vew side,
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persticuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destiroyed!“-11 Cor.

4: 8-9.
What was it that made the apostle and his co-workers so stable, serene, and confident? What enabled them to endure suffering while sincerely dispensing
the treasures of salvation in
Christ? It was not sentiments like these: into each life some rain
mu.st fall; every rose has its thorn; sunshine always follows the
rain, and the like. Rather, Paul and those who labored with him
believed and trusted in God. This trust was not something his
mind imagined or fabricated. He had seen Jesus on the road to
Damascus, and that heavenly vision changed him from an enemy
of the tru,th into a preacher of the Gospel. He was filled with the
Holy Ghost and spoke in words which the Holy Ghost teach&h.
He was at h,ome in God’s inspired revelation of Himself in the
Old Testament. He knew the Psalms a.nd in our text refers to
Psalm 116 where David speaks of being greatly afflicted, but
when rememb)ering the. foundation of his faith, said, “1 believed
and therefore have I spoken” (Ps. 116: lo), and he added grate-

fully, “What shull I render unto the Skid fo)T all His benefits to-,
ward me 2”

(v.l.2)

Holding up the great faith of David as a model, Paul made
the statement of the psalmist his very own and said, We have the
same spirit of faith, and as David said, I believe, we b.elieve also!
It was a miracle of God that Paul became a Christian and an ambassador for the Lord, and’he knew that his faith had a sure foundation, for it rested on the Eiving Christ, a foundation that would
not shake or crumble with time. In this letter to the Corinthians
he assures them that his spirit of faith is the same as that which
all true people of God have, and the goal of that faith is the glorious resurrection in Christ on the Last Day and life eternal.
How is it with us, dear friends? Have we the same. spirit of
faith as David and Paul had? Thanks be to God, our Conference
by His grace has continued to walk on the old paths, while round
about us many voices are heard and many words are written to
disparage orthodoxy as old-fashioned in an att.empt to make us
feel that we are behind the times as to our faith and life. These
are indeed sad days in which we live, critical times in which to
do the Lord’s work, an era in which the Church is said to have
outlived its us,efulness. The devil, the worl:d, and our sinful flesh
would have us agree to this, but we treasure the rich storehouse of
spiritual blessings which we have and enjoy; if we take time to
review with gratitude to God the great teachings of His Word
and their significance for time and for eternity; if we, small group
of Lutherans that we are, reaffirm our confessional stand as
truly Sc8riptural, we, by God’s grace, will be able to meet the challenge to continue in His Word and to be and remain true believers.
It is important to remember that true faith must rest on a definite word of God and not on something that oMe imagines is in
Scripture and then seeks to uphold and foist on others. Thus,
for example, our conviction as to creation is based on Genesis I
and II, even though many in our day have labeled these chapters
as myth and fable. What we be3ieve on inspiration is found ‘in
II Timothy 3 :16-” All Scripture is given by inspimtion of God!”
Our belief in the Virgin Birth rests on Isaiah 7:14, !“BehoZd, a~
virgin

shall co8nc&ve

and bear a Son and shall call His nlame

Emmanuel!” and on its fulfilment in Matthe\? 1:18. Our belief iti
the resu.rrection rests on John 14: 19, ‘(BeGawe I live pe shall live
also!” A/nd so with the other teachings to which we hold fast,
whether on praye,r, marriage, Baptism, Lord’s Supper, Church
and Ministry or other doctrines, each and everyone is firmly

grounded in ‘IIoly Scripture &;nd not in a commandment of man.
Each is from God Himself, who is the essence of truth, and therefore it cannot be altered, adapted, or denied.
0 dear hearer, praise God for His grace if you ha.ve that same
spirit of faith that Paul, David, and others had ! Let nothing affe.ct it adversly, but anchored to the truths of Holy Writ, say with
the psalmist: “Thg Word have I hid in mine heart . . . Thy Word
is very pure, therefore Thy servant loveth it!“-Psalm
119 :I1 and
140.
II.
But the challenge which God puts bef0r.e us is not only to continue to be a believer, but a testifying believer. Paul’s faith was so
firm and sure that he could not remain silent. The convictian in
his heart broke forth into a confession of the mouth. In this he
patterned himself after the example of David, who said, “I believed, and therefore huve I SPOKEN!" So also Paul, despite the
troubles and dangers which confronted him, could not hold his
peace, but confessed, witnessed, and testified for his Lord, who on
one occasion reassured him, “Be not ccfruid, but speak . . . for I am
with thee !“-A&
18: 9-10.
Another example of bold witnessing for the Lord is that of
Peter and John, who after heali;ng a lame man with God’s help,
were arrested by Jewish leaders for their fearless preaching. In
an attempt to hinder their work these leaders commanded the
apostl’es not to speak or teach in Jesus’ name. To this Peter and
John replied: “We caumot but speak the things which we ha)ve seen
4:20. And fearing the people, the leaders let
and heard!” -Acts
them go, and we are told that they spake the Word of God with
boldness ! They were proud to say : “We are His witnesses!“Acts 5 :32.
Does not the great example of Luther come to mind in this
connection? Faith in Christ as his personal Savior prompted him
to use his voice and pen against doctrinal errors in the church, to
stand at the Diet of Worms and make that renowned d,efense of
the truth, and to translate the Bible into the common language
of the. lay people so they, too, might find their Savior, belime in
Him, and testify to His glory. The faith, courage, and bold confession of the Reformer will stand as a monument to the power of
the Word to the end of time.
In the early years of the once orthodox Missouri Synod one of
the most remarkable examp1e.s of a testifying believer was the
second President of that church body, Pastor Friedrich Wyneken.

He once, stated, “What I believe, telach and confess is the fuith of
the Lutheran Church which 1 am wilkbg to uphold and defend to
my last breath a,gainst all $actions and assau.lts of the devil!” As

missionary, past,or, and Synodical President, he was a bold defender of the truth and an earnest foe of error and compromise.
He gave evangelical direction to the Synod, and as God blessed his
labors, the pure Word resounded forcefully and the light of the
Gospel shone forth brightly.
How sha.11we react to these examples? Shall we say: but they
all pertain to pastors ? Then let us consider what David writes in
Psalm 145:ll: “Thy saints shall speak of the glory of Thy k&adorn
,and talk of Thy po,wer !” Lest we in our weakness claim to be unqualified for this task, let us remember what Jesus told His &sciples : “TGke no thought how or wh’nt ye shall spelak: for it shall
be given you in that same h.our what ye shall spe,nk. For it is no@
ye that speak, but the Spirit of you?r Fln.ther which spe,a,ke$h in

?jou!“-Matthew
10:19-20. Our faith in Christ should move us to
work hard in the interest of the Gospel and to give it our best efforts even if that means su.ffering for the Lord’s sake,, knowing
that God will sustain and strengthen us. We need to publicize our
existence even more than before as a church body of the pure
Word, one that has a Seminary where this truth is taught un-;
mixed with modern trends of religious thought. Our faith must
also be confessed overagainst all forms of error and unbelief in
these last days of the world’s existence. Present day conditions
in homes and countries cry out for help, and what a challenge
to true believers to testify to the Gospel, to that Word which produces faith and gives life, to that Word in which lie the, answers
to the problems of our day! Only eternity will reveal how many
were le,d to the truth through the faithful testimony of sincere!
Christians. W’hen we think of how scientists and medical men
labor in a self-sacrificing ma.nner to combat diseases and to offer
mankind thle, hope of a happier and longer physical life, dare we
who halve something far better to Ioffer man lag b.ehind in holy
enthusiasm and earnest activity? 0 let us not magnify our failures
aind difficulties, b,ut lift our eyes to the glor,ies of heaven and
direct the ‘eyes of others to things eternal so that they wjith us
might have a victorious end!
Dear Christian as you leave t,his convention and go to your
respective home and church, what will you do with the treasures
which your faith has given you? 0 say with Paul and with David,
Under God, we will continue, to believe and will continue to speak!
47

Through the mouth of the prophet Isaiah God tells His beloved
Church, “Lift up thy voice with strength, lift it up, be not tifraid!”
-Isaiah 40 19. And He a.lso promises: “Whosoever theref eve shall
confess Me before men, him will 1 confess ulso before My Father
Matth’ew 10:32. Then as we meet the diwhich is in heaven!“-

vine challenge to continue to believe and to speak, we can sing
with th,e,poet :
Onward, then! For naught despadring,
Calm we follo’w at His Word,
Thus through joy and sorrow bearing
Faithful. witness to our Lord.
Amen.

-Lutheran

Hymnal 461: 4

-Sermon delivered by Prof. 0. W. Schafer
at the Sunday Service of our 1972 Convention.
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CONVENTION
DIGEST
The 21st Annu,al Convention of the. Concordia Lutheran Conference began oa? Friday, June 23, with a divine service. VicePresident P.R. Bloedel, Seattle, Washington, delivered an instuctive sermon on the theme: “‘Some Special Facts Regarding the
Ward of God Which We Christians Do Well to Consider As We
Open the Zlst Convention of Our Beloved Concordia Lultheran
-basing
his message, on II Timothy 3:15-U. An
Conference!”

offering was received for the General Fund of the Conference.
On Sunday morning a Special Communion Service was held
by the host congregation. Pastor O.W. Schaefer, Tinley Park,
Illinois, preached an edifying and comforting sermon on II Cor.
4:13, using the convention motto: “We Believe and Therefore
Speak!” as the theme of his message. The host pastor served as
liturgist. The offering taken at this service was received into the
treasury of the local congregation.
Five pastors, six lay delegates, and 31 visitors we.re ia attendance at this convention held at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church,
Seattle, Washington. Traveling by ear and plane, people came
from the states of Washington, Oregon, So. Dakota, and Illinois.
Each session of the convention was pre,eeded by an appropriate devotion. In addition, a very instructive and comforting
essay entitled: “Can and Ought cc Christian Be Certain of His
S&m tion ?” originally
written by Pastor Koren, was read by
Pastor J. Schmitt.
The following were ele.cted for the coming year:
PRESIDENT : Rev, P.R. Bloedel
VICE-PRESIDENT: Rev. J.A. Schmitt
SECRETARY: Rev. M.L. Natterer
TREASURER: Mr. V. Bloedel
BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: Mr. Dlavid Mm&ng
and
Mr. Walter Fischer

EDITORIAL CO~UMITTEIZ
: Rev. M.L. Natterer, Editor
Rev. P.R. Bloedel, Asst. Editor
Mr. M.R. Luedtke, Business Manager
COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION :
R#ev. &IL. Natterer, Chairman
Rev. J.A. Schmitt
Mr. Glen Frerichs
Mr. Daniel Mensing
COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS: Rev. J.A. Schmitt, Chairman
Rev. M.L. Natterer
Mr. ,Victor Reil
Mr. Ronald Schlaht
Mr. V. Bloedel was e1ecte.das the layman on the Committee
on Lutheran Union.
In view of the report of the Committee on Missions which
brought to our attemtion the urgent need for planning now for the
u.se of seminary graduates in the active ministry, the delegates
sating upon a memorial from Peace Ev. Lutheran Church resolved that a Mission Fund be set up for this express purpose*by
the Treasurer of the Conference with the immediate transfer of
$l,OOO.OOfrom the General Fund to the Mission Fund.
Through the chairman of the Committee on Lu.theran Union
the delegates were informed of the various sincere endeavors om
our part to arrange for meetings with other conservative Lutherans.
With reference to the memorial from St. Luke’s regarding
the provision for the retirement ne.eds of our pa’stors, it was decided to table this memorial until our next convention.
It was with deep regret that the Conference found it necessary in convention assembled unanimously to expel both Pastor
Mehlberg and his congregation, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, from
membership in the Conference. This was dme only after we had
fru.itlessly exhausted every avenue of approach to Pastor and congregation in endeavoring to keep with the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4: 3) This action of the Conference
was taken in accordance with Article VII of our constitution, regretfully recognizing the fact that they have made it impossible
for themselves to remain in fellowship with us.
The convention resolved to express its gratitude to Peace Ev,
Lutheran Church for the use of their physical facilities which our
Conference Seminary was privileged to enjoy during the past ho
years. What a blessing to have such brotherly cooperation and
70

sacrifice in helping to promote this most necessary work among
us!
T:he convention received and accepted an invitation from
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church to hold its 1973 convention, God
willing, in Wilmot, South Dakota.
The convention concluded its official business Su,nday evening, June 25. The official proceedings of the convention, giving
detailed information pertaining to the work carried on by the
delegates during this 3-day meeting, will also, the Lord willing,
appear sometime later this coming Fall.
We are indeed grateful to the Lord for the strength and the
comfort afforded by the sermons, devotions, and the essay, for
the wonderful Christian fellowship, and for the generous hospitality of the host congregation. May our dear heavenly Father
grant that we may serve Him with renewed zeal, -placing
ourselves and all that we have at His disposal, that H,e alone may
be glorified through Christ Jesus, our only Savior from sin, death
and hell.
-M. L. Natterer, Secretary

Oregon came out with a black eye in a recent federal report
on divorce rates in the nation. The report covered 43 states and
the District of Columbia. It showed that for the first four months
of this year there were 768 Oregon divorces for every 1,000 marriages. Montana was the only state to beat this with a rate of 802.
Oregon’s rate is above that of infamous California, whose rate of
775 shows three of every four marriages breaking down. They
show Oregon’s rate significantly above the national average of
455, whereby a little less than half the nation’s marriages end in
divorce.
The above quotation from an Osnegon newspaper does not
present a voq flattering picture. Just think!768 divorces for
every .I,MW m-<~l~~~iages
during the first -four months of this&year in
the state of Oregon actlone! The editor of this Oregon newspaper
attempts to explain the rea,son.s for so manv divorces by referring
to Oregon’s new libera.lixed divo~xe laaw which permits no-fault
71

divorces, in which “&~~t%~iicila~ble diff ere,lzces” are eno,ugh reason
to dissolve a mrriage.
But we Ch&tians
know from the Scriptures that the fault lies with the devil, together with man’s sinful
flesh, who seeks to destroy the Church, the State, and th.e Home!
Only those who are clothed in the bloo,d and righteousness of the
Lord Jesus can successfully withstand this roaring Eion (I Peter
5:8,9).,For
such Christian husbands and wives will seek to continue in the Word of Christ which states, “What therefore Cod

hath joined together, let not man put asunder,“-Matthew

19: 6,

Christian husbands will seek to love their wives even as Christ
loved the Church and Christian wives will seek to love and hon0.r
their husbands as their God-given hea#ds, (Eph. 5:&i, 25; Titus
2:4). Although the State may allow a divorce for almost any relaxson, God’s Word is very plain--Jesus says, ‘Whosoever shall put
away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry ano-

ther, committeth

adultery,”

-Matthew

19 :9.

Famed British clairvoyant Marjorie Staves-who has been
frighteningly
accurate in predicting the deaths of prominent figures-says she knows the date of her own death. “0 will be April
17, I%?.$,” she says matter-of-factly.
In the; past, Mrs. Staves, 53,
has predicted the deaths of three astronauts in the Apollo moon
proj,ect, the death of Randolph Churchill, son of the late British
Prime Minister, and the death of Donald Campbell, the land and
water speed king. “I was told about 12 years ago when I wou~lc$
die. I had a hard day’s work and gone to bed eazly. I suppose I had
been asleep for several hours when I felt someone was in the room
with me. 1 opened my eyes :an,d the room was filled with a strange
opalescent light. As I stared, a man’s voice, gentle land beautiful
like music from another world, said, ‘Marjorie Staves, you will
pass away on April 17, .197/l.’ !As if to confirm the message, a coffin materialized at the foot of my bed. As it clerared and became
distinct, I saw a name on a gold plaque fixed to the top. ‘7t said
‘Marjorie Staves.’ ”
Spiritism or Spiritualism denies the vsry fundamental teachings.,of God’s Word land follows the father of all lies-the
devil
(John 8:.&Q. The greater number of these clairvoyants, mediums,
etc. are Ilriaksters and frauds. Yet, we know from Scm’pture that
the devil is very adept jat presenting his counterfeit miracles (Exodus 7:11,12).-And
the Apostle Paul in speaking of the last evil
days of the world, writes, “Now, the Spirit speaketh expressly

that in the latter times some, shall depart from the faith, giving
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heed to seducing spirits and doctrines 6f devils . . . “-I

Tim.4 :lff.

It is the Lord, our Creator and .Redeemer, who ha,s set the hour
of our death so that we can confess with Dacvid, “I trusted in Thee,

0 Lord: I said, Thou art my God. My times are in Thy hand,“-Psalm 31:14,15.
More than 750,000 men had themselves sterilized during 1970.
And final figures for 1971 may show that over a million had the
operation performed on them, a science writer reports in “Vasectomy,” a book soon to be published. Vasectomy, author John J.
Fried explains, is a simple surgical procedure that takes only 20
minutes and is performed under local anesthesia. It is, he says,
the newest and perhaps the most effective method of birth control
yet devised.
The ipurpose of marriage is a threefold one: -1) Mutulal companionship, Genesis ,?:I 8; 2) Lawful prodreation of children,
I Timothy 5:14; 3) An laid against unchccstity, I Cor 7:2,9. When
indeividuals selfishly refti,se to carry out the second purpose of marare defying God Hifmself Whose gracious Will it is
kg& -they
that mmried couples bear children (ITimothy
5:14). To despise
&d’s Will means to incur His wrath! Is it any wonder that mora.1
degeneracy, promiscuity, etc., with their consequences-venereal
disease, etc., are incre,asing by leaps and bounds!!

Bob Jones IJniversity, Greenville, S. C., has been ordered by
the Internal Revenue Service to racially integrate its faculty and
student body or lose its tax exemption. Bob Jones has replied that
it cannot obey this directive be,cause of its religious belief that God
ordered segregation of the races. They contend that the government’s order, if obeyed, would destroy their free exercise of religion. The school has go.ne to a federal district court seeking to
enjoin the IRS from revoking its exemption. The court has granted the school’s request pending a trial on the merits. The court
held that the case involves a substantial constitutional conflict
between fr,eedom of religion and freedom not to be racially discriminated against.
Our gove/mment ha.s declared that there is to be no d&rim&
nation because of race, etc. And since the Word of God does not
command rack1 segregation, we must obey the existing law of the
land which forbids it. “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of

man for the Lord’s sake : whether it be to the king, as supreme; or
unto governors . . . ” -1 Peter 2: 13,14.
-M.L.N

“Therefore

I say unto you, Take no thought for your” life..

.”

-Matthew
6. How ne,cessary these words are for us! We observe
the high cost of living which seems to be soaring ever higher and
higher; we obs,erve the unsettled conditions obtaining not only in
our own country but throughout the world, and we are tempted
to worry. Jesus, our Lord, warns us against sinful worries saying,
“After all these things do the Gentiles seek;” by a word of admonition, “‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God;” by a word of instrution-showing
how foolish our worrying is, “The morrow shall
take thought far the things of itself;” and finally, by illustrations
from the realm of nature-the
birds of the air and the lilies of
the field.
Dr. Luther comments in such striking language: “The Lord
cites the ex.ample of the other creatures that we may learn frown
them to tust God a,nd not to worry. For the bird.s fly about before
our eyes. We may take off our hats to them and, with little c.y*edit
to ourselves says: ‘My dear doctor, I must confess that I do, not possess the abilityt you possess. You sleep in your little nest at night
without any worry. In the morning you arise, are joyous a,nd of
good che&, sit on. a tree and sing, praise, and thlank God. Then
you go in search of iyour food and find it. For shame! Why hava
I, old fool th,at :I am, not learned to do the same thing-4 who have
so much reason to do so?-and yet we cannot stop this shameful
worrying.’ ”
0 how we forget this wonderful t&h: God cares for ?ul,e!Not

only is this taught in the New Testament but also very abundantly
in the Old Testament. Let us look at the example of Elijah in the
Book of Kings.
For a proper understanding of Elijah’s example, we must
take into account the conditions prevailing in his day. Remember
that under David and Solomon the united kingdom reached the
ve,ry climax of its power and glory, both spiritually and nationally. But after King Solomon’s death the kingdom was dividedKing Jeroboam in the Northern Kingdom and King Rehoboam in
the Southern Kingdom. Jeroboam set up two calves in the Northern Kingdom to discourage the people from going to J-erusalem
to worship. Later kings “walked in the way of Jeroboam,” promo74

ting this shameful calf worship. Still, the worship of Jehovah
continued to be the national religion, though much weakened. But
Baa1 worship threatened the worship of Jehovah with extinction.
This Baa1 (which means owner) was also the sun god ; Baal’s wife,
Ashtoreth, was th$e goddess of fertility. Associated with the worship of Baa1 were gross sins against the Sixth Commandment.
This vile worship of the heathen was a menace to the Israelites
who were to a.void moral uncleaness and be holy.
“And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabit,ants of
Gilead, slaid unto Ahab.” This Ahab was the 7th king of Israel. He

was even more wicke,d than his father. It was bad enough for him
to tolerate the calf worship introduced by Jeroboam. It was even
worse for him to do what is told us in I Kings 16 :31ff, Contrary
to law, he married Jezebel, an e,vil heathenish princess who completely dominated and ruled him. She preva&d upon him to erect
a temple to Baa1 in Samaria, his capital city, and to set up a pillar to Ashtoreth. Jezebel maintained 850 prophets of Baa1 and
Ashtoreth. She slew the prophets of the Lord God and abolished
the worship of Jehovah as the national religion.
Yet, in this dark hour, in this great crisis, the Lord God had
not forgotten those who still held to Him in true faith; nor, did
He overlook the rotteness and stench of these gross abominations.
For He raised u.p one of the mightiest of the prophets to rescue
the Church from idola.try and immorality, namely, the prophet
Elijah! The very name indicates “My God is Jehovah.” This bold
and courageous prophet of the Lord declares unto the wicked King
Ahab, “As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand,
there shaOZnot be cFe?gnor rain these years, but according to my
woyd.” There would be a complete drought, even the dew to be
withheld. And since the people were an agricultural nation, the
worst evil was a drought. The punishment smted the sin. (See
Deut. 11:16,17; 23: 24) What humiliation for proud King Ahab’!
For he had s,et himself up above God and His commandments and
now is made to feel dependent on Elijah whom he despise,s!
But God cares for His children. We hear God’s twofold advice.. “And the Word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Get thee
heace, and turn thee ea.&ward, a,nd hide thyself by t h e bro,ok
Cherith, that is before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt
drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee
there.” Elijah obeyed and the Lord fulfilled His promises. What

wonderful

providence !

Our own time is very much like that
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of Elijah.

We find

aNbelief,

atheism, and 4tioridliness so very, very prevalent. Nicolai

Lenin, the former leader of the Communist movement in Russia
and founde,r of the Soviet Union, stated that “religion is the opiate
of the musses? He stated that belief in God was due to the ignorance of mankind and that such belief was incompatible with Communism. This teaching has not changed. Nikita Khrushchev said,
“We, Commubsts, the Soviet politic&as, are ath,eists. Those who
believe in God are becoming fewer and fewe,y. Young peoples are
growing
up, und they in the o~vemvhelming majority,
do not bel{eve in God. Public education, the dissemination of scientific
kn,owledge, and ‘the study of ‘natwe, leuve no place for belief in
God .”
But the desp$ng ,of’God’s Word is not confined, by any means,
to Communism-it
is found even among so-culled Christians. They

reveal this by showing no respect for the Word of God and think
n,othing of flagrantly transgressing what God Himself commands.
And such wickedness does not go unheeded-God does not overlook sin. The rIesult is punishment. And so we observe wars, famines, pestilences, etc., descending upon the children of m’en. Yet,
in the midst of all this, we, see that God provides for His children
as in the days of the Prophet Elijah.
The Lord God’s gracious care is revealed also in the example
of the widow. “And it came to pass after a while, that the brook
dried up, because the,re had been no rain in the land.” God,, of

course, could have prevented this, but it was His gracious Will
to work another miracle. “And the Wo/rd of the Lord came unto
Elijah, s,aying, A&se, get th.ee to Z,arephath, which belongeth to
Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have command.ed a widow wo,man
to sustai72 thee’,” Here was a Gentile woman, converted to the true

God, who obviously was in distress. When the Prophet asked ,for
something to eat, the woman told him that she had but a handful
of meal and a little oil-that
was all. Elijah asked her, “Make me
thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make fov
thee and thy son. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The bmrel
of meal shxxll not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the
dccy that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.. . and the burr&
of meul wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to
th.e Word of the Lord, which He spuike by Elijah.” What remark-

able evid,enee of the Lord’s gracious care for His children!
We still have the poor and the widows; God wishes to help
them through US. Look at the provisions which were made in the
Christian congregation at Jerusalem to help the widows who were

in need,-Acts 6. Such works of love certainly characterize the
Christians. When the Apostle Peter went to Joppa to raise Dorcas
from the, dead, we are told that the widows were there weeping
and showing the coats and garments which Dorcas had made while
she was still with them, -Acts 9 :39. And the Apostle James reminds us, “To visit the futherless land widows in their affliction,”
--Chapter 127. The Pharisees knew nothing of such works of
love, For we hear the Savior tell them, “Woe unto you, Se&es,
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye devour widows’ houses, and fo:r
a pretence make long p,ra.yer: thetreforc ye shall receive the great&
23:14. St. Paul writes to Timothy, “Honor
dama tion,” -Matthew
widows th.at are widows indeed . . . she that is a widow indeed, and
desolate, trusteth in God, land continueth %a .supplications a.nd
p;I*ayeysnight and day. But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while
she liveth,” -1 Timothy 5 :3-6.

God showed still greater care. We are told here that the son
of this widolw woman became sick and. then died. The woman gave
in to her sinful flesh and complained to the Prophet Elijah, “Wha,t
have I to do, with thee, 0 thou man of God? Art thou come wnto me
to call my sin to remembrance,, and to skxy my son?"

0 what an outstanding miracle is then performed by the Lord
through the, Prophet Elijah. “0 Lord my God, I pray Thee, let
this child’s soul cowbeinto him aguin. And the Lord heard the voice
of Elijah; and the sou)l of the child came into1 him again, and he;
revived.” Note the woman’s gratitude and how she, acknowledged
the help of the Lord. “And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this
I know that thou lart a man of God, and that the Word of the Lord
in, tlzy mouth is truth.”

There is no evil so gre.at that the Lord cannot help. Let us remember that He cares for us in every condition, in sickness, in
health, in poverty’s vale9 or abounding in wealth, when our sins
assail us and we are tossed to and fro by perplexiiing doubts, and
finally when we stand at the thresihold of death itself. Yes, even
in death there is God’s loving plan to work out His wise designs
and bring us to His comfort. For He assures us that it is not death
to die for the believer; instead, Jesus assures us, “He that liveth
and believeth in Me shall never die,” -John 11:26. From the cradle to the grave the Lord God reveals unto u,s His gracious care.
0 that we woul,d learn to quit our foolish and unecessary worrying and east our burdens upon the, Lord -HE
W.&C SUSTA1’hT
US! (Psalm 55 :22).
-M. L. N.
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CANandOUGHTa CHRISTIAN
be CERTAINof HIS SALVATION!
Summary of an e,ssay by Dr. U. V. Koren, 1826 - 1910, a conservative Norwegian Lutheran theologian upon whom Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, conferred the title Doctor of Divinity in
1903. This essay was presented in a complete translation from the
Norwegian by Rev. J. A. Schmitt to the 1972 Convention of the Concordia Lutherance Conference. Pastor Schmitt has prepared this
summary of Karen’s essay which we are happy to share with our
readers for their growth in knowledge on this important subject.

The six following truths must be noted in advance., strictly
adhered to, and never lost sight of, if one is not to err in this
matter:
1. When our final salvation is being conside,red, there can be
no talk about any so-called absolute certainty, provided the word
absolute is correctly used. The word absolute is not here used to
mean “altogether and wholly,” “completely,” etc. For a belie&r
can and ought to be altogether land wholly certain of his salvation.

The word certain, always denotes a high degree. You can never be
half certain. If it is not a perfect certainty, then it is only a more
or less well-founded supposition. But absolute here means independent, free, not determined by anything else.
This kind of certainty of our salvation we cannot have. The
certainty of which we speak is first of all, a certainty of fa,ith.
And this certainty of faith is not a bit weaker than the absolute
certainty because it is founded and dependent entirely upon the
immovable Rock, which is Christ, and on nothing within ourselves.
2. We must maintain that as the, certainty of salvation is a
certainty of faith, only a true believer or a Christian can have it.
Being a member of the visible church does ,not guarantee this certainty of salvation. Only he who recognizes that he is justified
solely and alone through the merits of Christ has the faith of the
Bible. This God-created faith is the only faith that brings an alto-

gether and complete certainty so that even the gates of hell cannot
overcome it.
3. We likewise must maintain the distinction between the
essence of faith and the degree or strength of faith. So when we
talk about the certainty of our salvation which we rece,ive through
faith alone in the means ,of grace, we are referring not to this degree of faith but to its essence,. For faith as to its nature and es-i
sence is 1~firm conviction regardless of how weak it is, or whether
it is ne,cessarily felt or not. Because of our sinful flesh, the degree
or strength of our faith is never what it should be. For this reason
we must constantly use and meditate on the Word of God, and
seek and ask the Holy Spirit to create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us. However, certainty Ibelongs to the
essence of faith and not to its degree or strength. So then we are
at all times to be wholly certain of our salvation even though we
have to strive and pray daily to have our faith increased.
4. We must also bear .in mind that fa.ith and hope in the
Biblical meaning are not different i,n sucih a way that faith is
stronger and hope, weaker. The Christian faith alnd the Christian
hope are altogether coordinate. The difference is, partly, that hope
especially has future blessings as its objective, w(hile the objective
of faith is things past as well as present and to come.
5. We must maintain that there is no difference, between being certain of our salvation and being certain of our ele&ioq.
It may weJ1 be that a believer has not heard a thing about election,
or has not understood anything of its doctrine; but this does not
alter the case, #for these concepts, to be saved and to have been
elected, amount to the same as to effect. Every single soul of the
elect will #besaved, and none save the elect.
6. Finally, we must be convinced that certainty of salvation
can not be attained by brooding over or wanting to “investigate!
the secret, concealed abyss of divine pmdestimatio~z.” Whoever
makes this his beginning, will either fall into arrogance or de+
pair and will not attain to any certainty of salvation. For “wit%
especial care the distinction must be observed. between that which
is~evealed concerning this in the Wo/rd of God and that whkh &4
not revealed.” God has in Christ revealed to us all that we need to

be certain of our salvation, but much of His secret counsel He has
kept closed and hid. We are not to brood over this-ad
this admonition is needful in the highest degree.
-

to be continued
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