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To show, on the basis of Scripture
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To’ demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Cdnference
is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgement
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice
a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgement.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various so“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression,

“ . . For Our Transgressions!
*
AS THE great Substitute for all people, the Lord Jesus led a life

of perfect and complete obedience to God-observing
every corn-mandment of God-from
His ibirth in Bethlehem until His head
was bowed in death on Calvary. Now every sinner is able to say:
“I know that I have not kept God’s commandments as Gold wants
me to keep them. I know that I am a sinner and that as a sinner I
have no claim whatever on heaven and eternal life. But there is One
who kept all of the commandments for me---One who is true God
and true man. His perfect fulfillment of the Law is my hope and
my comfort. God cannot reject me on account of my sins when I
stand before Him on the Last Day clothed in the perfect righteousness of His beloved Son !”
EUT, ACCORDINGto the divine justice of God, our sins also deserve eternal punishment. Our sins cause us to be guilty-and
our
guilt demands retribution. Scripture says: "'CURSED is every one
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of
the law to do them,” GAL. 3: IO. The Lord’s perfect fulfilling of the

Law did not remove the curse of the La.w which has fallen upon all
mankind as the result of sin. Therefore, not only did the Savior
work out a spotless righteousness for us by His sinless life (active
obedience) but also bore i.n His own body the terrible punishment
which we deserve by our sins. Thus the Bible tells: “Christ hath
redeemed us from the Curse of the Law, being made a curse for us:
for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree,” GAL.
3 93. “He was wounded for OUR transgressions, He was bruised
ISAIAH 53: 4. He was %tricken, smitten of GOD
f o’r”OUR iniquities,”
cwd afllicted,” ISAIAH 53: 4. He took upon Himself the GUILT of our

sins and bore the punishment which we so richly deserve-in His
own body on the tree -in order to satisfy God’s divine justice and
holiness! When our beloved Savior, therefore, bowed His head in
death and yielded up the ghost, He had paid the penalty and suffered the punishment which we and all mankind deserve by our
sins-that all who believe in Him might not perish, but have everlasting life. His work was accomphshed! And to this end no man
took the Savior’s life from Him. He laid it down of Himself. The
Bib1.e tells us that when Jesus had cried aloud from the cross He
“yielded V,P” the ghost. At the scene of our Savior’s death we therefore view in true repentance the nature, the guilt, and the punishment of sin, and, at that same scene, we view with sincere faith in
our Redeemer, the forgiveness of all our sins, life, and salvation!
-P. R. B,
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The President’sColumn
With hearts full of thanksgiving and praise, we members of
the Concordia Lutheran Conference have reason to glorify our
wonderful Triune God! His fatherly loving-kindness has during
these twenty years so graciously preserved us in the true saving
faith in Jesus Christ, our beloved Savior “in whom we have redemption through His blood.” COL. 1: 14. By His Holy Spirit He
has also comforted our fearful and sin-stricken hearts with the forgiveness of sins, new life in Him, and abiding peace, ROM. 5: 1-2,
through the preaching of His pure Word and the administration
of the Holy Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper!
Much has happened during these twenty years ! Much that rejoices our hearts but also much that saddens and grieves them!
With grateful hearts we recall :how the Lord rescued us from
the once orthodox but then backsliding fellowship of the Synodical
Conference. When the MO. Synod had defected from the Truth and
had hardened itself in its errors of unionism and doctrinal liberalism, and when the Wisconsin Synod had also departed from the
truth of God’s Word through its initial unionistic activity with
the heterodox ,Nissouri Synod (having been leavened to such an
extent that later on it publicly, 1962, espoused un-Scriptural principles regarding the doctrine of the Church and NIinistry), God graciously guided us out of these corrupted fellowships to save our
souls from error and to preserve us from possible complete loss of
our precious faith, GAL. 5 9; ROM. 16: I%18 ; MATT. 7: 15! In His
great faithfulness the Lord provided a haven for our distressed
souls when He called into existence, in 1951, the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, which EIe permitted some of us also to help organize. Indeed, what a blessing of God’s undeserved grace this was,
to have once again a conference of congregations in which the
pure truth of God’s Word in doctrine and practice held full sway,
where our souls could find the needed nourishment, rest, protection,
and salvation from our gracious God, making it possible for us also to continue faithfully to walk in the footsteps of our faithful,
orthodox, and God-fearing Lutheran fathers : Luther, Walther,
Henecke, Koren, F. Pieper, and others ! This is the blessing which
we have enjoyed down through the years of our storm-tossed existence, first as the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, and then, since
1956, as the Concordia Lutheran Conference, which is the continuation of the former orthodox fellowship. Yes, indeed, these are the
28

blessings which quite properly constrain
heart and spirit!

us to rejoice iri God in

On the other hand, there is muc;h also that saddens and
grieves us ! Satan did not rest from his efforts also to corrupt and,
if possible, destroy even this small remnant! He has been successful in robbing us from time to time of dear brethren by leading
them into persistent error, thinning out our humble ranks! This
continues to be a grief to us, for we desire their welfare and salvation as much a.s our own ! Nevertheless, under God’s merciful
and undeserved grace, these tribulations have served as a wholesome chastening for us! VVe have been greatly humbled by them, so
that we were preserved from falling under the devil’s temptation
into sinful pride, being made ever more conscious of the wretchedness of our own sinful flesh and the deceitful.ness of our own hearts
-JER. 17: 5,9,7,14 ; PROV.3: 5-7. With the penitent sinner we have
learned with ever greater earnestness to smite upon our breast and
cry: “God be merciftil to me a sinner!” We have been taught ever
more impressively to have only one passion therefore in this life,
namely, that we personally may share with that same penitent our
Savior’s approving assurance: “1 tell you, this man went down to
And we, therefore, ceaselessly have prayed
his house justified!”
that by God’s grace in Christ in all our ways we may be partakers
of this our Savior’s promised blessing: “He that humbleth himself
shall be ex>alted!” LUKE l&13-14. Yes, God has graciously taught
us thereby also joyfully to confess with His apostle: “We glory in
tribulation #a&o: knowing th,at tribulation worketh patience; and
patience, experience; and ,experience, hope: and hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” ROM. 5: 3-5.

Indeed, we desire no higher honor of our gracious God than to
be granted the priceless privilege to continue to be exalted to the
high and coveted position of being Christ’s faithful, unashamed,
and humble cross-bearers here in this life, and to be His glorified
and exalted crown-bearers in the life to come! To that blessed end
may we all during these last evil days with ever greater dedication
continue by faith in Jesus to make ceaseless use of “the effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man,99 JAMES 5 :16, by gratefully and
repentantly confessing, and earnestly crying, day and night to our
gracious God :
The Lord. hath helped me hitherto By His surpassing favor;
His mercies every morn were tiew?, His kindness did not waver.
God hitherto hat! bee?i.rny Guide, Hath plea&&es hitherto supplied, ‘Atid hitherto hath helped me.
29

I praise and thunk Thee, Lord, my God, For Thine abundant
blessing
Wh.ich heretofore Tlzou hast bestowed And I am still possessing.
Inscribe this on my memory: The Lord bath done great things
for me And graciously hath helped me,
HeZp tize hencefo.rth, 0 God of grace9 Help me on each occasion,
Help me in each and every place, Help me through Jesus’ Passion;
Help me in Life and death, 0 God, Help me through Jesus’ dying
blood; Help me as Thou hast helped me! Amen.

-E.

Taegliche Hausandacht,

n
f

L. Mehlberg,

C. F. W. Walther, -Translated

president

by E. L. M.

any man love +he world, fhe love of the Father is not in him.
-I

John

2:15.

IF WE ASK any person in this world who still believes in a god,
w;hether he also loves God, no one will certainly say that he hates
God. Everyone will without any hesitation answer: Indeed, who
would not love God!
HOW MANY, however, how many countless people deceive
themselves into believing that they l.ove God! Oh, the love of God is
something entirely different, much greater, higher, sublimer, nobler, than anything which most pople think.
IT IS THE nature of love to love the beloved more than one’s
self; if we love God, we will hate, deny, kill, and Crucify ourselves.
It is the nature of love to unite with the bel.oved; if we love God, we
will also be one spirit and heart with God; for, says the apostle,
“he tha.t is joined unto the Lord is one spirit” with Him. It is the
nature of love to deny every other friendship and to cling alone to
the beloved; if we love God, we will not love the world, but with
Paul we will count all its joys, possessions, and honors but loss
for the sake of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ (Phil.
3: 8) ; for whoever loves the world, in him does not dwell the love
of the Father. The nature. of love is to open the heart $0 the beloved
and to expect nothing but good from him; if we love God, we will
also have a joyful confidence in God, prayer to God will be our de30

light, and we will. in all our troubles call upon Him through the
Spirit of adoption: “Ab ba, dear Father.” The nature of love is to
surrender oneself’ to the beloved with all that one is, has, and can
do ; if we love God, we will: offer ourselves entirely to Him with
body, soul, and all puwers. The nature of love is to deny one’s own
will and to fulfil the the will of the beloved in all things ; if we love
God, we rejoiee when God’s gracious will alone is carried out
through or upon us, whether it is sweet or bitter to us, easy or hard
for us to bear.
WHEN GOD'S LOVE thus dwells

in a person as it should, it
cleanses the heart of all wilful sins and transgressions against
God and of all worldly lusts, so that it seeks and loves nothing except that which is heavenly. True love draws the will? with all its inclinations and thoughts up to God, so that the soul thinks, desires,
and wishes nothing except God. For what would a person want to
seek outside of God when he has all he needs in God? What need
does he have to gather sweet drops here and there who is submerged
in an entire sea of sweetness? Love even awakens in the soul a desire to suffer for the sake of God; it considers itself blessed when
it has many burdens and crosses, rejoices with the Disciples when
it is privileged to suffer shame and blows for the sake of Christ,
and glories with Paul on account of the tribulations experienced
as the result of being in fellowship with Christ.
DAVID HAD THIS LOVE, so that he was able to cry out: “I dl

love thee, 0 Lord, my strength. The Lolrd is my rock, and my fortress, .and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in wlzom I will trust;
my buc.kler, and the hobo of my salvation, and my high tower.”
-PSALM
18:1-Z. “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for God, for
the living God: when shalZ I come and appear before God?” PSALM 42: l-2. This love Asaph also had, so that he could say:

“Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth
th.at I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart failefh: but God
is the strength of my heart, and my portion forever.“--PSALM
73:

25-26. This love St. Augustine had, who desired to be a light which
God’s love kindled and which consumed itself in this love.
OH, HOW MANY when they examine their love to God according to this test will have to confess that their love is nothing but
a lifeless thought! Oh, to how many, therefore, will our Savior have
to say, a.s He once did to those Jews:. “I know you, that ye h.ave not
the love of God in ~O/U."-JOHN 5 142. And he among us who by
God’s grace has made a beginning of tearing his soul loose from

sin and all visi.ble things and of submerging it alone in the love of
God, will nevertheless have to sigh with St. Augustine: “To late
have 1 loved Thee, my Beauty; alas, to late have I loved Th.ee, my
God! I have for such a long time sought my pea.ce in the creature,
until Thou, my Love, hast called me to Thee.”
Lord, Thee I love with all. my heart; I pray Thee, ne’er from
me depart,,. With tender mercy cheer me,
Earth has no pleasure I <would share, Yea, heav’n itself were
void and bare If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in Thee no
one could shake. Thou art the Portion I have sought;
Thy precious blo,od my sou.1 ha,s bought. Lord Jesus Christ,
My God and Lord, my God and Lord, Forsake me not!
I trust Thy Word.
Amen.
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Pari Of The Ca+echism
BAPTfSM

(The Next Questions and Answers)
I. We have heard abouf +he wonderful
do such greaf +hings?

benefii-s #of Baptism!

How can water

Water indeed does not do it alone but the water which is connected with the Word of God. (and faith, which trusts such Word
of God in the water) “Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself fov it; that He might sanctify and dea.nse it with the washing
of water by the Word.” -EPH. 5 :25-26.
2. Which

is tha+ Word

of God?

It is the Word of the institution
18-19 and Mark 16: 16)
3. Whet

is contained

in +ha+ Word

of Holy Baptism. (Matt. 28 :

of the insfitu+ton, of Holy

Baptism?

The command and promise of Christ.
4. Who ins-Muted Holy Baptism2

Christ, the Lord, as the words declare.
5. What

has Christ commanded?

He has commanded to teacih, that is to gather disciples for
Him, and to baptize. (Matt. 28: 19).
(Please

turn

to page
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Report On The Seminary
By the grace of God the faculty and students of our Seminary
have completed the work of the first semester. Final examinations
were given during the last week of January, and a semester break
took place from February 1st through 5th. God has richly blessed
the labors of professors and students, granted them good health,
and kept His protecting hand over them in the discharge of their
duties. For all these gracious blessings we are humbly gratefuh
The second semester began on February 8th and will conclude
in early June. The full-time student will retain approximately the
same load as in the first semester. One part-time student is taking
two courses each week, and because Of the demands of full-time
work as wel.1 as personal circumstances the second part-time student is able to take only one course per week while the third parttime student is unable to attend any class during this semester.
Sixteen hours of instruction are given each week. Professor
Schaefer teaches D~ogrnatics I and II, Principles of Teaching, Old
Testament Isagogics, Church History, and Symbolics. In addition,
he teaches courses in Catechism and Bible History for two hours
each week to two young men from Peace Congregation who preenrolled in the Seminary last fall. Professor Mensing teaches Homiletics and New Testament Exegesis (LUKE).
Both professors have thoroughly enjoyed their teaching duties
and approached the new semester with great anticipation. The interest and participation of the students is most commendable, and
their classroom work, both oral and written, is of admirable quality. Our full-time student has now very capably preached two sermons in the p:ulpit of our local congregation. It remains a distinct
pleasure to teach such consecrated young men, men who are truly
gifted of God and who value highly the opportunity for Seminary
training based on the pure Word of God. May the Lord of the
Church move the hearts of other young men in our various congregations to give prayerful consideration to this important work in
His Kingdom.
For all God’s goodness during the first semester we praise and
glorify His holy name and pray that He will continue to sustain
both faculty and students as we prepare men for the highest and
most necessary office on earth-the Christian ministry. To that end
may all our Conference members wholeheartedly continue to support our beloved Seminary with their fervent prayers and generous gifts to the glory of .His name and the welfare of His Kingdom!
-Prof. 0. VV.S&zefer, President
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Mrs. Ruth Hoppin, a Presbyterian whose own parents were
Jewish, holds that men have tampered with the Scripture in order
to perpetuate the inferior status of women just about long enough,
She has written a book in which she atempts to prove that a woman, Priscilla, is the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Mrs.
Hoppin claims that this unsigned letter, attributed by many to
Paul, couldn’t have been written by him because he was not in the
right place at the right time and the subject matter covered a method of conversion to Christ which he did not experience. She insists that the other candidates for authorship, Clement of Rome,
Barnabas, Luke, Phillip, Apollos, Silas and Aquila.-Priscilla’s
husband, didn’t write it either. &I&. Hoppin became acquainted with
the Priscilla theory through the works of the late German scholar,
Adolph von Harnack. According to Mrs. Hoppin, Adam was the
chief offender, Eve isn’t responsible for the original sin . . . It was
Adam, not Eve, who got the death penalty for his part in the fall’.
He alone was banished from Eden lest he eat of the tree of life.
Concerning the human authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews it is true thut we cannot definitely prove tha,t the Apostle
Paul was the author. Dr. Luther, for example, thought that Apollos
may have been the author. The autkzo~ does not give his name in
this Epistle. Therefore it remains un open question. But note, however, the reuson why &Irs. IIoppin insists upon Priscilla. It appears
as though the chief reason is her d,esire to elevate the status of
women to the level which SHE considers szcperior to what the Ho,&
k&ripture so plain13 -beach, %?amelg, “that the yoqdnger women marrg, bear children, guide the house,” I Tim. 5%~; Yo be Bober, to
love their husbunds, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands,” Titus .%&
5. Following in the footsteps of IIarnack, she, too,, throws overboard the pbuin tea.chings of God’s Word! (See also, I Tim. %:12-15
and I Cor. 14 :34,35.)

Scientific thought on what the neanderthal man was really like
has changed so much in the last several decades that he is now
looked upon as a direct relation. For this reason, Glen H. Cole, curator of prehistory at the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, has found it necessary to construct a new neanderthal exhibit. The evidence for the new conception: of this_ ice age cave man
is in the new sculpture group-two
men, a woman and three children-constructed
by the museum’s sculptor, Joseph Krstolich, who
34

under Cole’s direction and scientific coaching has been working on
the new models for the last two years. The old idea of neanderthal
man was that of a bent-over, knuckle-dragging, hairy, grunting,
subhuman who looked for meat through deepset eyes peering from
under a massive, bony brow. For one thing, Cole said, neanderthal
man stood as straight as we do. The head was ,erect, balanced on
the spinal column-otherwise,
he would have toppled over.
Here aguin we witness the foolishness of &?an’s ,wisdom in not
aeknowled,ging God’s wisdom in the creation account $n Genesis.
There are contradictions ga.lore among the advocates of evolution.
Each one seeks to surpass the other. How refreshing for the:Chrtitictn to know that his faith,does not rest upon the changing opinions of so-culled learned men, but rathe.r upon themever-changing
Word of our dear Lord “which Eiveth and ubideth for ever," I Peter
1:23.
-M. L. N.

5iztm-D
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6. Did Christ

from

have the power to command
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that?

Indeed. For He says: “All power is given unto Me in heaven
and in earth.” -MATT. 28: 18.
7. Who should teach and baptize?

The disciples of Christ, that is, ordinarily only the ministers
of the church. In the case of necessity, however, any Christian.-as
when Paul was baptized by Ananias, a common Christian.
8. Wtho should be taught

and baptized?

All’ nations, that is, each and every person. (Matt.. 28 :19)
9. Should little

children

also be baptized?

Yes, indeed. For they are in need of this grace of rebirth because of the nature of their fleshly birth. (John 3: 6) The general
command to baptize, Matt. 28: 19, could also be understood by the
Apostl,es the more easily as also including little children because
they were accustomed to the circumcision of little children already
on the basis of the religion of their fathers, Genesis 17: 12. No
objection can be raised against Baptism, which later on was cal,led
the circumcision of Christ, Col. 2: 11-12, that could also not be
raised against circumcision, which was specifically instituted for
children. Through Christ’s t,eaching a so much greater light has
been shed on God’s regard for children, Matt. 18: 5-6, IO, 14, and
for their participation in God’s Word, Mark IO: 14, also regarding
their ability to partake of the fellowship with God through the
operations of the Holy Ghost, Luke I: 15, 44, 80 ; Titus 3: 5-7.
-El. L. M.
(to be continued)
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