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of Purpose:

To set forth in simple and plain language the pure doctrine of God’s Word
as taught by the true Lutheran
Church
in full accordance with the Book of ConCord of 1680, and the Brief Statement of
1932.
To show, on the basis of Scripture
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, ,out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aida for Bible study and articles for Scriptutil
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not a sect or a. false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do thia are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgement
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
LS a mixture of divergent teachings bul
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and ih
the same judgement.”
To set forth pertinent historical infor*
mation which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
?f God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various so“Lutheran”
called
church bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with
what is plainly recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the oId orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
And which has been called to our attentlon. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong fmpreseion.

On this occasion, for this particular issue and column, which
it is my privilege to share with you, my beloved Conference brethren, 1 find that the following hymn (LH, 477) gives fitting expression to the thoughts, desires, and earnest prayers of my heart for
us all in particular and also for God’s elect Christians everywhere:
Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head
Thou art her one Foundation;
In Thee she trusts, before Thee bows,
And waits for Thy salvation.
Built on this Rock secure,
Thy Church shall entire
E’en though the world decay
And all things pass away.
Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Jesus!
0 Lord, let this Thy little flock,
Thy name alone confessing,
Continue in Thy loving care,
True unity possessing.
Thy Sacraments, 0 Lord,
And Thy saving Word
To us e’er pure retain.
Grant that they may remain
Our only strength and comfort.
Help us to serve Thee evermore
With hearts both pure and lowly;
And may Thy Word, that light divine,
Shine on in splendor holy
That we repentance show,
In faith ever grow;
The power of sin destroy.
And all that doth annoy.
Oh, make us faithful Christians.
And for Thy Gospel let us dare
To sacrifice all treasure;
Teach us to bear Thy blessed cross,
To find in Thee all pleasure.
Oh, grant us steadfastness
In joy and distress,
That we Thee n@er forsake.
Let us by grace partake
Amen.
Of endless joy and glory.
E. L. Mehlberg
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T~~,APOSTLES’ CREEDis the first of the three ecumenical or
general creeds, the most commonly known, and the fundamental
confession of the Christian Church. Because of its general use it
is oftentimes simply referred to as “The Creed.”
From the name of this creed we would suppose that it was
written by the Apostles themselves. This, however, is obviously
not the ease since the Apostles’ Creed is nowhere referred to or
found recorded in the New Testament. Nor is it found in use or
quoted in its present form in the writings of the early church
fathers.
Although, in its present form, the Apostles’ Creed is of comparatively late origin (around the 6th or 7th century AD) yet
various phrases used in the Apostles’ Creed are found throughout the Scriptures and in the early literature of the Church. The
Apostles’ Creed.was therefore not, like other creeds and confessions,
drawn up in a set form to meet the needs of a particular emergency
in the Church. Its origin can be traced neither to an individual
author, nor to a’group of authors, nor to a synodical assembly. Its
growth was simply a spontaneous development from the practical
needs of the Christian Chu.rch from earliest times. A short summary of faith was needed for a public confession on the part of
those who desired to be baptized and for the purpose of instruction.
Its heart is found in the confession of the Apostle Peter (Matthew
16: 16) and in our Savior’s institution of Baptism which evidently
suggested the arrangement for the order of Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Phrases identical to those found in the Apostles’ Creed date
back, in the writings of the church fathers, to the second century
AD. Churches in different localities had phrases in their local creed
which were not found in the creed used in other Christian communities. Finaliy, the creed used by the Christians in Rome gained
the more general acceptance and became known as the Apostles’
Creed.
Certainly, this little creed is of great value for it is the most
remarkable summary of Christian doctrine-so
complete, yet so
brief and beautiful. Luther said of it: “Christian trzcth could not
possibly be put into a shortey and clearer statement.” Although not
written by the Apostles, nevertheless it is thoroughly Apostolic
as to the doctrines confessed and the manner in which these doctrines are stated. Whoever attacks this ancient Creed, cannot help
but attack the New Testament itself.
-I?.
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MUSIC is referred to as one of the five principle arts-the

three
tangible or ma.terial arts : Architecture, Sculpture, and Painting,
the two intangible or immaterial arts : Literature and Music. Art
is meant to stimulate and produce elevated thoughts and feelings.
The importance of art for the Christian is, therefore, only in proportion to the type of thought and feeling which is stimulated by it.
The type of literature which is referred to today as pornography is poisonous to the mind. It stimulates filthy thoughts and excites base feelings and sinful passions in an individual. Such pornography plainly violates that Word of God which says: “It is a
shame even to speak of those things which iare done of them in secret,” EPH. 5:X “Abstain from fleshly lusts which war against
the soul,” I PETER 2:ll.
“Fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;
neither filthiness nor fo,olish talking nor jesting, which are not convenient [proper], but rath.er giving of thanks,” EPH. 5: $4. “Let
no corwpt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
<which is good to the:use of edifying, that it m;ay minister grace unto the h,eayers,” EPH. 4 :29.

As in literature, so also in music ! There is music which is pornographic and profane in character. Such music places harmony or
disharmony of sounds into the service of the baser passions. The
children of the world use such music to stimulate among themselves voluptuous and lacivious girations of the body and cause
others to identify su.eh motions with the music. Young people are
particularly susceptible to the enticements of such a popular worldly u.se of music and Christian young people should constantly be on
their guard against it before their minds, too, are poisoned by that
which is utterly corrupt in itself.
Secular music, down through the years, su,ch as folk music,
historical ballads, nationalistic songs, songs about nature and social life, and the great classical art forms, should also be judged on
the basis of the thought involved in the light of that which is good
or evil as set forth in the Scriptures. Christians surely are nowhere
discouraged from secular music, popular, semi-classical, or classical-+but they must be urged to scrutinize carefully the music which
they hear and to evaluate it both with regard to the words and the
world.ly use of the “beat,” whether the words are not contrary to
-
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to know and distinguish
SUFFRAGES-

Short, terse, petitions to God used especially at Matins or Vespers (“0 Lord, have mercy upon us” ; “0 Christ,
hear Thou us.“)
INTROIT - A brief portion of a Psalm or sentence ohanted (or
spoken) in the opening liturgy, after the absolution.
ANTIPHON - A versicle, or response, the first line of which is
spoken (or intoned) by the pastor, the congregation answering by speaking (or chanting) the second line.
RE~PoN~~RY - An expression of praise sung after or before a
Scripture reading.
GIR4DUAL- An antiphon or responsory, read (or chanted) between the reading of the Epistle and Gospel Lessons.
OFFERTORY- The congregational chanting of Psalm 51: lo-12
( “Create in me. . .” ) before the offerings are gathered. Also
an organ voluntary played while the offerings are being
gathered.
VOLUNTARY - An organ solo played before, during, or after the
Divine Service.
GLORIA PATRI - The Lesser Doxology which begins with “Glory
be to the Father.”
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS - The Greater Doxology which begins with
“Glory be to God on high.”
KYRIE, ELEISON - (Gk. “Lord, have mercy upon us.“) A response
or petition beginning with these words.
AGNUS DEI - (Lt. “Lamb of God”) The prayer in the Communion Liturgy beginning with “0 Christ, Thou Lamb of God.”
A portion of the Communion Liturgy
SANCTUS - (Lt. “holy”)
based on Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9.
CELEBRANT or OFFICIANT - The officiating minister in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper or in the conducting of other
public religious rites.
AGENDA - A book containing the forms for the sacred acts of the
church.
LECTIONS - Scripture Lessons selected to be read in the Divine
Service.
PERICOPE- A section of Scripture (Gospel or Epistle Lesson) selected for every Sunday and festival in the Church Year to
be read in the Divine Service.
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LECTIONARY -

A book containing the Gospel and Epistle Lessons
for the Church Year.
PROPERS- The parts of the Liturgy which are variable, appointed for certain days.
PUBLIC WORSHIP - An act by which Christians pay divine honor
to God.
DIVINE SERVICE - A gathering together of Christians for Public
Worship, consisting of two elements: a) the sacramental
element (Scripture readings, absolution, sermon, Sacraments, benedictions) in which God brings His blessings to
us ; and b) the sacrificial element in which we offer to God
our hymns, prayers, Creed, offerings, and our very hearts
and lives.
MATINS - An early morning worship service.
VESPERS - An evening or late afternoon worship service.
LITURGY - An appointed form for public worship.
LITANY - A supplication or solemn prayer.
COLLECT - A short prayer having a certain definite structure or
form (invocation, a word of praise, a petition, purpose, and
Trinitarian ending) offered by the minister in the Divine
Service.
-P. R. B.

Dr. Martin Luther and John Bunyan
John Bunyan, (1628-1688) the author of Pilgrim’s
(an allegory of a Christian’s pilgrimage through this life
to heaven) wrote the following words about Luther in
biography: “The God in whose hands we are all our days

Progress
on earth
his auto-

and ways
did cast into my hands one duy a book of Martin Luther; it was his
cowbmentary on the Galatians; it wa,s so old th& it ww ready to
fall piece from piece, if I did but turn it over. Now I was pleased,
much that such an old book had fallen. into my hands, the which,
when I had it but a little way perused, I found my condittin in hisi
experience so singularly and profoundly handled as if his book had
been written out of my heart. This made me marvel, for thus
,thought I, this man could not know anything of the state of Christians now, but must needs write and speak of the experience of former days. But of particulars I intend to say nothing. Only this methinks, I must let fall before all men: I do prefer this book of Martin Luther upon the Galatians, excepting the Holy Bible, before all
the books that ever I have see,n, as most fit for a wounded con-

science.”
85

than half of the 616-member graduating class heard the
1971 baccalaureate address at Albany TJnion High School night in
Albany, Oregon. Attendance at the traditional ceremony is optional
for graduates. But the traditional becomes contemporary-in
sermon and song. The audience and seniors sang the new Ralph Carmichael hymn “They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love.”
This is music of “the new religion,” said the Rev. F. Wayne Bryant,
First Christian Church, who titled his sermon, “Come Alive.”
Christians no longer are concerned about denominations, doctrine
or church history. “Now we are being Christians and showing this
by our love.. it’s time to come alive and learn to be human.” The
Rev. Bryant suggested three ways to attain “true humanity” by
“keeping in touch” with yourself, other people and with God. “We
art not to worship Jesus. He came to teach us, that we might attain
the relationship with God which he had enjoyed.”
Less

,Not only is the traditional baccalaureate service contrary to
the principle of separation of church and state, but it a.lso involves
sinful unionism-joid
prayer and worship without true doctrinal
agreement, Ram. l&l7 and ICOY. i! AO. How sad when a so-called
Christian pastor not only brush.es these Scriptural principles aside,
but also teaches these young people false doctrine. With the Jehovah I;Vitnesses he denies the deity of the Lo,rd Jesus1Christ, saying,
“We are not toI worship Jesus” God, however, says otherwise in
His Word! Read: John 1:l.l~;
Joh.n 5.~23; John l&30; Heb. 1:6;
and Matt. 28:17. In the light of these cleur Scripture texts, the
true Christians of all ages joyfully acknowledge with a loud voice,
“Wo&hy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing,”
Rev. 5~12~14.

The Lutheran faith will remain the established religion of
Denma.rk so long as the “overwhelming majority” of Danes are of
that persuasion, according to Arne Fog Pederson, Danish Minister
of Church Affairs. Fifty per cent of the population was set as the
line of demarcation by Mr. Pederson. If the Lutheran contingent
were to fall below that mark, then the establishment issue would
be reconsidered, he said. Lutherans currently number ninety-one
per cent of the Danish population..
Jesus says, “Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s
and unto God the things that are God’s,” Matt. %%?1. There is to
be a wall of separation between the church and the state.
“My
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Kingdom,” says Jesus,“& not of this world,” John l&36.
Therefore we confess in our Augsburg Confession, “The power of the
Church. and the civil power must not be confounded. The power of
the Church has its ownecommission, to teach the Gospel and to administer the Sacraments . . . let it not prescribe laws to civil rulers
concerning the form of the Commonwealth,” Article XXVIII.
In
his writings, Luther plainly maintained the distinction between
church and state. We know that the church, therefore, serves the
state best 6y tending to the business which Christ, the Head of the
Church, has ‘given her-Preach
the Word!

-M.

L. N.

Somethingto Think About
A Chinese who had become a Christian explained the difference between Confucianism, Buddhis’m, and Christianity
in the
following manner : ‘(A man fell into a deep, dark pit and lay at
its miry bottom, unable to get out. Confucious walked by, looked in
and said, ‘Poor man, I am sorry for you. Why were you such a
fool as to get in there? Take my advice, if you ever get out, dcon’t
get in again.’ That is Confucianism.
“Next, a Buddhist monk passed by and said, ‘Poor fellow, I am
pained to see you there. If you will scramble up three-fourths or
even one-half of the way, I will lift you out.’ That is Buddhism.
“Then Jesus Christ, bearing a heavy cross, came that way,
leaned over the brink of the pit, stooped down, and lifted the poor
man out, saying, ‘Go and sin no more.’ That is Christianity.”
-
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God’s Word and whether the rhythm is not conducive to improper
and stimulating motions of the body (similar to pagan ritualistic
dances connected with sex and fertility)
as performed by the people of this world on TV and in night clubs or cabarets. May, we
Christians, then, especially the young people, train ourselves, by
God’s grace, to listen to, to enjoy, and to participate in GOOD
music, namely, that music whic;h incites wholesome joys and pleasures in our hearts and which raises our thoughts and desires above the base passions which are contrary to the Word of God and
which are being stimulated on every hand by the gross permissiveness of our fast deteriorating society.
In our next issue we will briefly consider the subject of sacred or spiritual music.
-P. R. B.
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ARY REPORT
Oh, m,agnify the Lord with m.e; and let us exalt His name to-

gether~" PSALM 34: 3. In the light of these words of the beloved
l

psalmist we, the faculty and students of our Concordia Theological
Seminary, ask all the members of our Conference to join us in declaring our gratitude to God for His manifold blessings upon our
dear Seminary du’ring its second year of operation. Indeed, His
mercies have been new to us every morning, and His faithfulness
toward us has continued from day to day. Where we have fallen
short because of our sinful weakness, we humbly ask divine pardon
for Jesus’ sake. He alone has guided and blessed us during this second year of teaclhing and learning, and to Him we turn for direction and strength also for the futu.re.
Our Seminary opened its second year on Monday, September
28, 1970, with one full-time student: Mr. James Luedtke of Seattle,
Washington, and three part-time students: Mr. Glen Frerichs of
Sauk Village, Illinois ; Mr. David T. Mensing of Tinley Park; and
Mr. Randall Styx of Tinley Park. During the first semester 18
hours of instruction were given each week. Prof. H. David Mensing
taught Homiletics, Hermeneutics, Advanced New Testament Greek,
and Greek Exegesis. Your President taught Dogmatics, Old Testament Isagogics, Symbolics, Principles of Teaching, and Church
History. In addition, he also taught courses in Catechism and Bible
History for two hours each week to two young men from Peace
Congregation who pre-enrolled in our Seminary. The first semester
came to a close on January 29, 1971, after a week of final examinations.
Following a semester break of one week, classes resumed on
February 8th. The full-time student retained approximately the
same study load as in the first semester. Because of the demands of
full-time work and personal circumstances one part-time student
took two courses per week during the second semester, the second
part-time student was able to take only one course each week, and
the third part-time student was unable to attend any class. Sixteen
hours of instruction were given each week. Prof. Mensing taught
Homiletics and New Testament Exegesis (Luke). Your President
taught Dogmatics I and II, Principles of Teaching, Old Testament
Isagogics, Church History, and Symbolics, in addition to the PreSem courses. The second semester came to a close on Friday, May
21, 1971, and Ibecause of unavoidable circumstances final examinations were not given until June 4 throu,gh 9.
Faculty and students are grateful for the pure Word, the sole
aa

guiding force also of our Seminary, and every Monday evening
gathered about that Word in solemn chapel devotions and gleaned
inspiration and strength for their work. A special word of thanks
goes to Mrs. H. David Mensing, who faithfully served each week as
organist for these brief services. Her labor of love is gratefully
acknowledged.
Both professors have thorou.ghly enjoyed their teaching duties.
Again it was a most busy year with many hours of preparation
and study required in addition to the time needed for the various
church duties for which we are also responsible. The interest and
participation of our students was most commendable, and their
classroom work, both oral and written, was of admirable quality.
The full-time student most capably preached three sermons in the
pulpit of our local congregation. It was truly a joy to one and all to
hear his edifying messages based on God’s Word.
God has richly blessed our mutual labors, granted us all good
health, and kept His protecting hand over us in the discharge of
our tasks. For all this we are humbly grateful. It remains a distinct
pleasure to teach such consecrated young men, men highly gifted
of God and appreciative of the opportunity for Seminary training.
May the Lord of the Church move the hearts of other young men
in our various congregations to give prayerful consideration to
this important work in His kingdom! Yes, let us all pray the Lord
of the harvest “thut He will send forth lab-em @to His harvest!”
MATTHEW 9: 38.
During the coming summ.er, preparations will be made for the
courses to be taught during the third year of theological training,
including the teaching of Hebrew by Prof. Mensing. Part-time
students will continue taking first year courses as their schedule
allows. As we look ahead, the student body for next year will be the
same as this year.
In closing this report, may I on behalf of the faculty and students offer a word of thanks to all members of the Conference for
their fervent prayers and generous gifts on behalf of our Seminary
and to Peace Congregation for the use of its facilities. May God
richly bless you for your interest in and support of our Seminary!
Once again, we earnestly covet and beseech your continued prayers
and generous offerings so that the pure Word of God may continue
among us and our children for generations to come. To that end we
pray:
Lord of the harvest, hear Thy needy,servants’ cry;
Answer our faith’s effectual prayer
And all our wants supply!
-0.
a9

w. s.
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