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on the
Christians

basis

of

Scripture

are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word cf God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgement
of such God-given unity,
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgement.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.

what

true

To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various so“Lutheran”
called
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with
what is plainly recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression,

“BeholdWe GoUp To Jerusalem”
TWICE BEFORE,the Savior had proclaimed

His suffering and
death to His disciples. After He had told His disciples the first
time, Peter took Him and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be it far
from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee.” Jesus, however,
turned and said unto Peter, “Get thee behind Me s&an: thou art
an ofSense unto Me: for thou snvorest not the things that be of God,
but thoae that be of m.en,” MATTHEW 16:21-23. Now the time had
finally come when Christ, in accord with the will of His heavenly
Father, would enter in upon His intense suffering culminating in
His death.
BEGINNING VVITH Ash Wednesday we enter the most solemn
season of the Christian church year. The Passion Season reminds
us of the many and great sins which we have committed and the
boundless love of our dear heavenly Father in sending Jesus to
atone for all our sins and to open the portals of heaven for us.
WHAT THE 0l.d Testament prophets had written concerning
Christ’s suffering and death was now going to be fulfilled to the
very minutest detail. Over 700 years earlier, the prophet Isaiah
had written, “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet ?/ued.id esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and aflicted, Cut He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace wccs upon Him;
und with His stripes we are healed . . . the Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us 1a.U. . . He mude His grave [with the wicked . . .
He was numbered with the transgressors; and bare the sins of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors,” ISAIAH 53.

These are merely a few of the many passages in the Old Testament
which speak of the Savior’s work of redemption.
WITHOUT ANY coercion the Lord Jesus goes up to Jerusalem.
He could have remained in Galilee, but He did not. Willingly He
endures all things, perfectly fulfilling all things. He is the Good
Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep-for you and for me.
“By the obedience of One shall many be made righteous,” ROMAN~
5: 19. By His perfect obedience Christ has given us lasting comfort.
We are the disobedient. We have all sinned and come short of the
gl~ory of God, ROMANS 3: 23. But Christ comes to suffer and die to
atone for our disobedience. When our consciences accuse us because
of our disobedience then let us flee to our dear Lord Jesus Christ
and cast ourselves upon His perfect obedience.
As WE, in spirit, go up to Jerusalem again this Lenten Season

our thoughts find expression in the words of the well-known Lenten hymn:
Jesus, I will ponder now On Thy holy Passion;
With Tky Spir%me eq2dow For such meditution.
Grant that I in love and faith Maly the image cherish
Of Thy sufjc’rir/Lg,pain, and d.enth That I may m,ot perish.

-M.

L. N.

The President’sColumn
In the congregations of our Conference we all, pastors and laymen alike, earnestly desire to remain faithful to the Lord and His
Word. We realize that the fact that we have remained a true Bibleteaching (orthodox) conference is due alone to God’s gracious and
unmerited blessing! By His grace alone we have been able to confess His name in doctrine and practice according to the full truth
of His Word! In these last evil days in which we are living, let us
all earnestly beseech the Lord to continue to keep us in the true confession of His name, so that we may continue also to glorify His
name and serve His Church in the fullest and most faithful manner
possible !
For our mutual strengthening in these all-important matters,
dear brethren, I am herewith submitting an article which originally appeared in our former Conference periodical, The Orthodox
Lutheran, August 1956 issue. It bears the note: “Reprinted in bulletin of Imma,nuel ‘Lutheran Church (W&c. Synod) -Ma&&o, Mkn.,
Sept. 1953. (Transl.)
Quartalschrift,
Vol. VI, Jan. 1909. Prof.
August Pieper? It now follows in full, as it appeared at that time:
UNQUALIFIED OBEDIENCETo THE WORD OF GOD

All pronouncements of Scriptures possess absolute validity.
The wording is decisive in its context, also when the content cannot be r,econciled with the so-called principles of reason or where
one passage cannot according to our reasoning be harmonized with
another. No construing, harmonizing or systematizing for the purpose of satisfying our way of thinking is here allowable. It remains
only to accept both and all Scriptural pronouncements, to believe
them, to repeat them, and commit the task of reconciling seeming
contradictions to the Lord. Nor dare the force of Scriptural doctrine be modified by bringing either theoretical or practical deductions to bear upon them.

Erasmus disapproved the practice of teaching publicly the
doctrine of the eternal foreknowledge of God, because he feared
harmful consequences. How did Luther answer him? “Now here
you say further: Who will avish to ame,nd his life, if such a doctrine
is taught? I reply: Nobody! For no one can or is empowered of himself to amend his life. And our l&rd God has no use for an amendm.ent without the benefit of Spirit cr;ndfaith, such as you speak of,
for it pi*oduces only hypocrl:tes. The elect and pious, however, will
im,pros;e by the power of God’s grace; the others will continue im
sh . . . You say further: Who will believe thut God loves him? My
answer is: No person on eurth will or can believe it. The elect and
p&s children of God, however, will believe it; the others will lx+’
damned in unbelief, will run.t and rave against God even as does’
your pamphlet.”
THUS LUTHER GAVE EXPRESSIONTo A PRINCIPLE which cannot be too earnestly taken to heart: namely that practical considerations must never determine the teaching or the withholding of a

portion of divine revelation. Th.e Church knows no greater threat
against a continuing in the Word than that of earthly considerations and interests. In every instance where doctrinal questions or
principles demand of us that we take a position, it is inherent in us
to ask, What wi.11result? What will the consequences be for me, for
the congregation, the synod, the church?
It is so easy to let our confessional stand relative to a doctrine
or our support for a divine direction .be dependent upon a preview
of consequences which according to our human calculations would
or might arise. We are prone to set up our own criterion by which
to judge that which is beneficial o,r harmful to the church. Quite
suddenly even before we are aware of it, or ready to admit it, even
to ourselves, it is our good standing with people which has become
the measure by which our dealing within the congregation or synod
is determined; such standing must be preserved at all costs-Outward peace becomes the dominant principle of our actions; our own
notion of love tends to blind our eye to a clear Word of God, a
Word which requires of us an act of seeming lovelessness.
so easily determine the
course of our dealing in the chur&. Certainly human reflections
and considerations have their place in arriving at suitable measures
where God’s Word is not determinative. But to make an action of
simple obedience in matters clearly revealed and prescribed by
God’s Word dependent upon all sorts of human estimates of what is
beneficial or harmful for one’s self, the congregation, the synod,
Anticipated

visible success or failures

the church, is already A DEFECTIOLN FROM THE WORD OF
GOD. Essentiahy, it amounts to this that one is willing to submit
to the Word only in so far as it accords with our notion of the welfare of the church and our own interests.
A church body in which human judgments are accorded an
equal status with the governing principle of the Word is essentialSly
unionistic and an unfaithful bride of the Lord. In such a body uniformity in doctrine and practice is impossible and the church has
become a babel of dive,yse doctrines and arbitrary practice where all
discipline ceases to exist. There one takes t,his, the other that stand
toward lodgery ; there one pastor will accept a wedding or a funeral
which the other will refuse; there one will meddle in another’s ministry J there everyone will finally do what he considers good and
wholesome for himself. THE CHS'RCH CAN I&MAIN UNITED AND ON
ITS RIGHTCO~RSEONLY WHEN EVERYOKE ISPREPAREDTO LET HIS
AC’B’I[ONIN ALL MKJYERS BE PRESCRIBEDBY THE WORDand renders

unqualified obedience thereto without regard to earthly considerations, let come what may. Luther was the exponent of such radical
obedience to the Word. By virtue of this he became the savior of
the church. After Luther’s death the man who espoused the consideration of consequences was Melianchton. Thereby he became the
denier of the Truth and despite all good intentions the traitor of
the church. GOD PRESEFNEUs IN THIS ONE THING NEEDFUL THAT
VOTE
FEAR HIS NAME AND OBEY HIS WORDREGARDLESSOF HUMAN
CONSIDERATIONS.Th.en alone will our synod remain united and
strong. (end of article)

Let this be our Christian response, beloved Conference br&hren, to that timely and exoehent article: Dear Heavenly Father,
for Jesus’ sake, by Thy Holy Spirit, grant all of us this Thy grace
that we i,may remain faithful t,o ,Thy Word in all things, according
to the promise of Thy Word: “If ye continue in My Word, then are
ye My disciples 6ndee.d; and ye shall know the Truth, and the Truth
shall make you free,” JOHN 8 :31-32 ; “TO tlzis man will I look, even
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My
Word,” ISAIAH 66: 2.

E.

L. Mehlberg, president
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GOD IS absolutely holy and righteous. He therefore cannot and

will not pardon and save fahen man just as he is. It is rather God’s
eternal and u.nehangeable will and decree to pardon and accept into
heaven only those who humble themselves before Him, seek His
grace with crushed and repentant hearts, and personalrly accept
with a living, hearty faith the reconciliation which has been established through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. If a person, therefore, is to be saved, he not only is in need of mere instruction, warning, and exhortation; he rather needs a means which in the first
place, has the power to heal his condition of natural blindness, so
that he rightly recognizes himself, his sin, and his wretched situation. He needs a means which awakens him out of his spiritual
death to spiritual life. He needs a means which breaks his stonehard heart; mellows, softens, and fills it with sorrow and sadness.
He needs a means which when he struggles with despair, then also
fills him with heavenly comfort, and with childlike, confident faith
that for Christ’s sake his sins are forgiven.
He finally needs a
means which breaks the thousandfold chains with which every person by nature is bound to sin, world, and to that which is earthly
and visible; and which makes him into a new, living person who
loves God and his neighbor.
WHERE CAN we find such a means in heaven and earth which

has this changing, regenerating, and renewing power over the human heart? God can bestow earthly possessions upon a person ever
so lavishly, that will not melt his hard heart, as we have seen in the
example of the rich man, LUKE 16:19-31. Yes, the more prosperous
and happy a person finds life, the more he deceives himself into believing that he does not have to be converted because he falsely
concludes that by His blessings God indicates that He already is
his Friend. Trouble and sorrow are a powerful means indeed for
making a person meek and filling him with bitterness against the
world and sin. But without the Word of God no amount of trouble
can lead men to God. Trouble only always drives them to complain
against their fate and finally to despair.

THE WORD OF GOD alone has the wonderful

power to bring
true, hearty repentance and genuinely sincere faith. The Word
which goes forth out of God’s mouth is almighty. Our God is in the
heavens, He can do whatever He pleases. The heavens were created
by means of His Word, and all their host by the Breath of His
mouth. God speaks, and it takes place; He commands, and it is
created. God said: “Let th.ere be Zig/&t!” and, behold, the light was
there! God said: “Let there be a firmament!” and it came into being. God said: “Let the waters be gathered together!” and they
were gathered. God said: ‘“Let th,e earth bring forth!” and it yielded that which was commanded. God said: “Let there be lights in
the firmament!”
and they appeared. God said: “Let the waters
bring forth!” and they brought forth. The Son of God said to the
storm: “Be quiet and still!” and it became quiet and still. He spoke
to the lepers : “Be clean!” and they were cleansed. He spoke to the
hellish spirits: “Go out!” and they departed. He said to the blind
man: YReceive yowr sight!” and his sight was restored. He spoke to
the deaf and dumb: “Ephphatha, be opened!” and his hearing and
speech was restored. He spoke to the dead in the coffin and in the
grave : “Arise and come forth!” and they stood up and came forth.
This is the same Word of God which is set forth in the Scriptures
of the Prophets and Apostles and wihich is preached by God’s true
min.isters. Also this Word of God is therefore an almighty Word
which gives life to dead souls, softens stone-hard hearts, changes
unbelief to faith, gives joy to the comfortless, pronounces the sinner saved, changes the ungodly into godly, making children of sin
and wrath into holy children of God and grace.
OH, therefore, let nothing shake our trust in God’s Word or

tear it from us ! If we give God’s Word away, then we are giving
away our salvation and our soul, then we are giving God Himself
away; for by means of the Word of God alone, God comes to us
and we to God.
God, Father, to Thy glory pure
Thy saving Word abroad be told;
Help, Jesus, may Thy teaching sure
Enlighten, lead us to Thy Fold;
0 Holy Ghost, Thy Word divine
Work in us now and all the time
Faith, hope, Iove, patience granting.

Amen.

Taegliche Hausandacht

-C. I?. W. Walther
Translated by E. L. M.

The II. S. Government ha.s launched, for the first time, a concerted, coordinated attack on the massive problem of drunken driving on U. S. highways. On January II, Sec’y of Transportation,
John A. Vol.pe, and Elliot L. Richardson, Sec’y of Health, ‘Education, and Welfare, signed an aggreement coordinating alcoholism
programs of the National Institute of Mental Health with those of
the Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
The agreement calls
for expanding and accelerating the activities of the two agencies,
with a major focus on the problem of drunken driving. Most recent
studies show that each year social and problem drinkers kill more
than 25,000 persons, cause 800,000 accidentsi and account for economic losses estimated at between 7 and 8 billion doldars.
Drunkenness is a sin which causes untold misery and suflering
not only to the d~n2kin.kard:‘but
also to others. The wise man, Solomon,
wrote by inspiration of God: “Who hath woe? who hath sorrow?
who hath contentions? who h&h babbling ? who hath wounds without cause? who ihath redness of eyes ! They thut tarry long at the
wine,” Prov. 23 :29,30.
The Apostle Paul lists drunkenness as a
work of the flesh and, says that “they which do such things shall
not ‘inherit the kixgdom.tof God,” Gal. 5~21. ‘The ionly cure for the
drunkard is to repent and believe the Gospel, Mark I :I+?. Some of
the members of the Christian congregation in Corinth had been
guilty of th.e sin of drunkenness prior to their conversibn, but,
writes the Apostle, “But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are justified in the name of the Loyd Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God, I Cor.i6:9-ll.
This truth cont’inues to stand: “If any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature!” (II Cor. 5.~17.)

The world is in a fog, Britain is in a mess, and people are beginning to revolt against permissiveness, says Archbishop Michael
Ramsey of Canterbury. In the last of a series of three telecasts to
h,is countrymen the Anglican Primate of All England said, “The
heart of our trouble is that a nation which ignores God loses sight
of Him, and to lose sight of Him is to be in a fog.” In the face of
this situation, he said, Christians must show what they stand for“T/he infinite value to God of every person, the duty of the individual or the group or country to serve the wider common interest,
the sacredness of marriage and the family, the right use of sex.”
Christians, he said, must help the world recover its lost soul,

We readily agree that th.e world is in a fog, but would prefer
the stronger statement from Scripture: “The .whole :world lieth in
wickedness,” I John 5:19.
Many clergymen within the Anglican
Church have kept the people in this fog by their denial of some of
the very fundamenta~l doctrines of Holy Writ! The only means to
lift people out of the dense fog of sin and vice is God’s Word! “For
I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,” writes the Apostle, "for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth,”
Ram. 136. Jesus says, ““I am the Way, the Truth,, and the Life: no
man cometh to the Father, but by .Me,99John l&6.
And again, “If
ye continue 1:n My Word, then are ye My disciples indeed; and ye
shall kno/w the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free,99 John 8:
3l,8%?.If only those who profess themselves to be Christians would
abide by the co<mmand of Christ, the Head of the Church, “Go ye
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,“’ Mark
16:15,
there we would lhave the true Light which dispels the darkness of sin and sh+nes the way into the eternal light of glory!

-M.L.N.
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Part Of The Catechism
BAPTISM

(The First

I. What

Questions

and

Answers)

is baptism?

Baptism is a Sacrament and verbal testimony whereby God
the Father, through Jesus Christ His Son, together with the Holy
Ghost, declares that He desires to be a gracious God to the person
baptized, and that He forgives him al’1 sins out of pure grace for
the sake of Jesus Christ, and adopts him a.s a child and heir of all
heavenly possessions.
2. What

is or is called a Sacrament?

It is a sacred act ordained by God, whereby God, by the power
of His Wurd of command and promise and by means of visible
signs, offers and bestows upon us His invisible grace and gifts.
22

3. How many Sacraments

are there?

In the Old Testament there were two: a. Circumcision and b.
the Passover. In the New Testament there are also two: c. Baptism
and d. the Lord9s Supper.
(a. Gen. 17.lOff. b. Ex. 12:3,11.
c.
Matt. 28:19. d. I Cor. 11: 26.)
4. How do the two Sacraments

of the New Testament

differ?

a. Through Baptism we enter into a covenant with God, but
b. through the Holy Supper that covenant is strengthened in us.
(a. I Pet. 3: 21. b. I Cor. 11:26.)
5. What

is to be used in baptizing?

Water, whereby he who is baptized either is immersed or
sprinkled. (Mark 7: 4. John I :26,31-33 ; 4: 1-2. Acts 8: 36 ; IO: 47.)
6. What

does ;immersion

signifly?

It signifles that the Old Adam in us should, by dail,y contrition
and repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts and,
again a new man daily come forth a.nd arise, who shall live before
God in righteousness and purity forever. (Born. 6 :3-4.)
7. What

does sprinkling

signify?

It signifies that we should henceforth be dedicated to the Lord,
rejoice in Him, and ever more faithfully and steadfastly cling to
Him. “Let us draw near with a trwe heart in the full assurance of
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession
of our faith without waver&g; for He is faithful that promised;”
HEB. 10: 22-23.
8. What

does Baptism

profit?

It assures us of the grace of God, forgiveness of sins, adoption
by God, and the inheritance of eternal life.
Dr. Luther: It works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death
and the deviI, and gives eternal salvation to all. who <believethis, as
the words and promises of God declare.
“According to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us
abmwJan,tly through Jesus Christ, our Savior; that, being justified
by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life. This is a faithful saying.” --GAL. 3 ~6~27.

(to be continued)
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