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Puipose:

To set forth in simple and plain language the pure doctrine of God’s Word
as taught by the true Lutheran
Church
in full accordance with the Book of ConCord of 1680, and the Brief Statement of
1932.
To show, on the basis of Scripture
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgement
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgement.”
To set forth pertinent
historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various socalled
“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impresaiop.

to know and distinguish
HERETIC - One who persists in teaching false doctrine.
INFIDEL - One who rejects the Bible and Christianity.
AGNOSTIC - One who limits his knowledge to that which can be

perceived by the senses and therefore denies the possibility
of having certain knowledge of the existence and nature of
God and of all supernatural things.
SKEPTIC - One who holds that the attainment of truth is impossible ; a doubter.
HEATHEN - Any unbeliever; one who does not accept the Triune
God and the Lord Jesus as his only Lord and Savior.
PAGAN - A heathen person in remote regions where Christianity
has had little penetration ; one given to gross idolatry.
DIE~T - One who believes that there is a god but who rejects revealed religion.
THEIST - One who believes in one god or in many gods as ruling
the universe. A theist does not reject revealed religion.
MONOTHEIST - A person who believes in and worships one god.
PANTHEIST - One who believes that god is nature and that nature is god.
ATHEIST - One who denies the existence of God.
FATALIST - One who believes that everything is determined by
blind fate.
MYSTIC - One who believes in a direct knowledge of God through
personal inspiration.
STOIC - One who holds that men should be free from emotion,
unmoved by either joy or sorrow.
PIETIST - An overemphasis on pious emotions and feelings in
Christianity.
210~1s~ - One instrumental in settling Jews from all over the
world in the land of Palestine.
MATERIALIST - One who overmphasizes material or worldly interests with a disregard for the needs of the soul.
WORLDLING - One who is absorbed in the affairs, pleasures, and
treasures of this world.
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HYPOCRITE -

One who covers up an unbelieving heart and a wicked life with a show of piety.
PELAGIANIST - One who follows the teachings of Pelagius (400
A.D.) who denied original sin and held that man can save
himself without God’s help.
SYNERGIST - One who teaches or believes that a person is able
to cooperate with the Holy Ghost in conversion.
UNIONIST - One who joins in religious work or worship (or
both) with those of a different faith.
SCHISMATIC - One who is guilty of promoting a split or schism
in a church body without Scriptural reasons.
PAPIST - A defender of the Pope or papacy.
SECTARIAN - One who upholds the principles or teachings of a
church body given to one or more false teaching.
PERFECTIONIST - One who believes that he is able to lead a perfect life in this world.
MARTYR - One who is put to death because of his faith.
MILLENNIALIST - One who believes that Christ will come and
reign on earth visibly and personally for a thousand years
before the final Judgment.
-P. R. B.
COntinued from page 44

pians 2:8) Therefore, the Lord’s perfect fulfilling of the Law, in
itself, did not remove the curse or penalty of the Law. This was
accomplished on the cross where Jesus, enduring the torments of
Hell in our place, cried out, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me!” Both the active and passive obedience of Christ go
hand in hand in our Savior’s work of Redemption for sinful mankind. May this clarification help our readers better to understand
this important doctrine !
In the article, WALKING IN THE OLD PATHS, on page 30 of
the March issue of our periodical, we find this statement: “If w%
love God, w e will hate, deny, kill, and crucify oume’lves.‘~ Th.is
statement as it stands, of course, can be misleading as though we
must do ourselves bodily harm-as
fanatics down through the
ages have advocated. It is evident, however, that when Dr. Walther
here uses the word “ourselves” he means our sinful nature, our
Old Adam, our sinful. flesh, original sin, in harmony with the
words of the Apostle Paul in Galatians 5: 24 and Romans 6: 6.
-Editorial

Commit tee

The word creed comes from the Latin word credo which means
I beZietil;e.A creed therefore, in its simplest form, is any statement
of what w e b e1’leve and teach. Such statements of belief are required of all Christians for Christians are obligated to share with
others what they themselves have learned and are convinced of
from the Bible. They are to tell others what they believe on the
basis of God’s Word and what they reject as error or false teaehing. They are also to profess oneness of faith with their felYowl
Christians. By a true Christian creed or confession of faith the
name of the Lord is hallowed, His W70rd is praised, and His doctrines are defended.
In Psalm 119:46, we read the familiar
of Thy testimonies

words: “1 will speak

before kings, and will not be ashamed!”

Na-

thaniel made a lovely confession of his faith when he said to the
Lord Jesus : “Rabbi, Thou art th.e Son of God; Thou art the King of
Israel,"-JOHN I :49. We read Peter’s confession of faith for himself and his fellow apostles: “We believe and are sure that Thou
art that Christ, the Son of the living God!“-JOHN
6:69.
Such
statements of faith were not merely approved, but also solicited
and demanded by Christ who solemnly declares: “Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I also confess before My
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shull d‘eny Me before
men, hiw~ will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven!“-

10 :32,33. In Romans 1.0:9,10, the Lord directs
all
Christians through the Apostle Paul: ‘“If thou shalt confess with
MATTHEW

thy mouth the Lo,rd Jesus, and shalt believe in thine he.art that God
hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the’
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. I” In his second, letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul writes: “We have the same spirit of faith,
a.ccording as it is written, I believed,Yand therefore have I spoken;
we also believe, and therefore speak”--11 CORINTHIANS 4 :13.

On the basis of these and numerous other passages from the
Word of God, the true Lutheran Church is a confessing church-a
credal church. The truth which fills her heart compels her to speak.
Denials of the truth on the right hand and on the left call for a
straightforward
and honest confession of the truth and a renunciation of the opposing errors. Her confessions are a standard under which true Lutherans gather-that
they may all speak the

same thing and be perfectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment (I Cor. 1: IO).
There are churches which boast of being anti-credal. They believe in no creeds whatsoever and piously contend for “undogmatic
“not doctke,
but life,” ‘“not creeds, but deeds,”
Christianity,,’
“no creed but Christ,” ” the Bible is our only creed.” But such creed-

lessness is deceitful and such creedless churches become playgrounds for false teachers and religious unioni.sts. When any teaching of the Bible is denied, the church must reject that lie in plain
unmista,kable language. The statemems or mottos of the anti-credal
churches spring from hostility and indifference to the “all things
whatsoever I have commanded you,” which Christ ‘requires of His
Church, Matthew 28:20. Their pious sounding mottos are an obvious evasion of the truth and a cover up for leading people to Hell
by teaching a way of salvation by works.
Creeds and confessions are therefore necessary to meet the
changing conditions and misapplications of Scripture by errorists
with concise and definite formulations of Christian doctrine. Such
creeds and confessions to w’hich our Lutheran Church subscribes
without qualification are found in the Book of Concord of 1580.
The Book of Concord contains: 1. The 3 Ecumenical Creeds of
Christendom, namely, the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and
the Athanasian Creed. 2. The Special Creeds of the Lutheran
Church, namely, the Augsburg Confession, the Apology (Defense)
of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles of Luther, the
Small Catechism of Luther, the large Catechism of Luther, and the
Formula of Concord. A large book called the “Concordia Triglotta”
contains these creeds and confessions in Latin, German, and English together with a fine historical introduction to these writings.
Every Lutheran home should have a copy of the English translation of the Book of Concord and become acquainted with the
creeds and confessions of the Lutheran Church.
-P. R. B.
<
I have one preacher, said Luther one day, that I love better
than any other on earth; it is my little tame robin, which preaches
to me daily. I put his crumbs upon my window-sill, especially at
night. He hops on to the sill when he wants his supply, and takes
as much as he desires to satisfy his need. From thence he always
hops on a tree close by, and lifts up his voice to God and sings his
carol of praise and gratitude, tucks his little head under his wing
and goes fast to sleep, and, leaves to-morrow to look after itself.
He is the best preacher 1 have on earth.
42

God has commanded: “TF,ou shalt qzot kill.” The conscience of
mankind rightly extends this law to all actions which without due
reason, endanger the health and physical integrity of any person.
Suicide, and reckless actions which endanger one’s life or safety,
are as reprehensible as murder and mayhem. And yet, in our time,
a singular blind spot has devoloped in the consciences of many
people who are in all other matters law-abiding and conscientious.
We refer to the careless and even reckless use of the automobile.
Many who would never dream of handling a gun or knife carelessly seem to lose all moral sense behind the wheel of an automobile. In far too many situations where death or injury occurs in
automobile accidents the driver is at fault. His carelessness, neglect
or reckless conduct causes the death or injury. From a legal viewpoint, such conduct is a crime. From a moral and religious viewpoint., these actions are sinful.
The above quotation has been taken from the STATEMENT OF
AMERICAN BISHOPS. 'IcyeLutherans know that Dr. L&her’s explanation to the sth Comm2undmen.t is certainly Scriptural when he
writes. “We should fear and love God that we may not hurt nor

harm our neighbor in his body, but help and befriend him in every
bodily need.” Is this not what the careless and reckless driver COWLpletely ignores? Look at the statistics! Every 14 minutes someone
in our country is killed by an automobile; every 15 seconds someone is hurt, In less than 60 yeurs of automobiles more people have
been killed thun in all the wars in which our country has fought.
Being Chri.stims we shxdd be motivated by tTae love of Christ to
reveal our Chrstianity in EVERY activity-this
includes our behavior behind the wheel. It is the de,vil who prompts us to exceed,
the speed limit, to be discourteous und impatient, cureless und indifferent to the mechanical condition of oar cur. May God hetp us’
to be Christians also in our driving thut we muy let our light so.
shine before men, that they may see our good works and glorify,
our Father which is in heaven! (Matthew 5: 16).

‘Ehe Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, a Baptist clergyman, has been acquitted on charges of converting people in Greece. The law forbids
proselytism and violations are punishable by 10 days to five years
in prison and possibly by fine and exile as well. Mr. Zodhiates contended that he was not trying to convert orthodox into Protestants
but only “to bring them to Christ.” Proselytism, he said, would involve an effort to convert them to another religion.
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Proselytism is not fwbidden here in the U.S.; und the number
of those who are guilty of trying to entice Christians away from
their respective Christiun congregations is legion! Think of the
Jeholvah Witnesses, Mormons, etc. While the laws of the landido not
forbid such sheepstealing, we know that such activity is not in
harmony with the W!ovd of God. The pastoral office has been ordained by God Himself and the qualified man who occupies that
office, having been proper2y called by a Christiun congregation,
.has been placed there by God as the overseer of that particu@
congreg.ation. (See Acts 20: 28 ; I Peter 5: 2). As such, the pastor
is responsible for those souls entrusted to his keeping (Hebrews
13 97) ; he is not to build up his own congregation with th,ose who
already belong to the flock of another oveerseer. The Lord warns
that 2oeare not to be “a busybody in other men’s matters”-1
Peter
4:15. How cureful the Apostle Paul was in this respect. He states,

“S o have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was
named, lest I should build upon another man’s foundation”-Romans 15:20. Paul did not want to interfere in anolther man’s work.
Even reputable physicians consider it unethical to entice a patient
away from his own doctor? Of course, if a person is not affiliated
with a Christian congregation, then we are duty-bound to speak to
him in an effort to gain him.” (Ezekiel 3: 17: 21).

-M.

L. N.

“7%

Brief Clarifications for our Readers
It has been brought to our attention that the statement found
on page 27 of the March issue of our periodical/The Lord’s perfect
fulfilling of the law did not remo,ve the curse of the law which has
fullen upon all mankind as the result of sin”-may
be in need of

clarification for some. The statement is found in the devotional
article entitled, FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, in which it is pointed
out that our blessed Savior did TWO things “for our transgressions” : 1) He fulfilled the Law for us (active obedience) and 2)
He sacrificed Himself for us by His bitter suffering and death on
the cross (passive obedience). By His fulfilling of the Law, He
earned for us a spotless robe of righteousness (Romans 5: 18,19 ;
Galatians 4:4,5) and by His suffering and death He endured the
curse of the Law, namely, the punishment which we deserved in
Hell because of our sins (Isaiah 53: 5,6 ; Galatians 3: 13 ; PhilipPlease turn to page 46

Does the above question appear superfluous?

Someone might

say: “Are there many gospels? I have heard o&y of one, the Gospel
of Christ!” 0 we could never thank God enough if the above question were not necessary, that the sweet Gospel of Christ were proclaimed everywhere in all of its purity and sweetness. But, alas, the
old Gospel of Christ is literally torn to pieces by those who modernixe the Gospel; those who twist and turn it to their own satisfaction and that of their hearers.
We know that he who possesses pure gold is rich, but fo,ol’s
gold, although it has the appearance of gold, is practically worthless. So also with the Gospel. Strictly speaking, there is only ONE
pure Gospel of Christ, but there are those spiritual deceivers of
the soul who make impure and deceptive gospels. Let us remember
that the true Gospel speaks only of what GOD HAS DONE for our
salvation ! Any other “gospel” which proclaims salvation by the
works of men is a false gospel and not the Gospel of Christ. Read
St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians and you will quickly see that the
Apostle Paul minces no words in emphasizing this truth.
This Gospel of Christ is the means of our salvation; it is the
beginning, middle, and end of our redemption unto eternal life.
Therefore the Savior stated at the outset of His public ministry,
“Repent ye, and believe the Gospel”-MARK
I: 15. The Apostle declares, ‘“1 am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for $3 is the)
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believetbz”---ROMANS
1: 16.
The Gospel is God’s love-letter to all mankind. In it we have
the grace of God in Christ--pardon
for all sins, peace and joy,
the promise of everlasting life. YES, The Gospel is the GOODNEWS,
the GLAD TIDINGS which makes it possible for each one of us to
-M. L. N.
exclaim: GODLOVES ME!
q2=%
He who has no Good Friday and Easter has no good day throughout
the year, that is, he who does not believe that Christ died and rose fop him
is lost. For we are ca,lled Christians because we may look at the Christ and
say. Dear Lord, You took all my sins upon Yourself, You became Martin,
Peter, and Paui, and thus You crushed and destroyed my sin. There (on the
cross) I must and will seek my sin. You have directed me to find it there. On
Good Friday I still clearly see my sin, but on the Day of Easter no sin 3’s
-Luther
any longer to b,e seen.
l

Therefore with ioy shafl ye draw water (out of the
wells of salvation.
--Isaiah
I2:3.

These words are directed to the true children of God. The
Prophet Isaiah speaks here in very lovely picturesque language.
Whoever is physically thirsty, desires water to quench his thirst.
Whoever has spi~ittial thirst can quench the pangs of such thirst
only with the Word of God. The precious Gospel which assures us
of the forgiveness of sins and divine grace is the Well of Salvation
which gives such wonderful refreshment to the thirsty soul.
When a person once recognizes his sinful condition, no greater
comfort can be given to him than the sweet message of the grace of
God in Christ Jesus, our Savior from sin.
When our sins torment us and cause us anguish, let us with
joy draw water out of the wells of salvation. Through the Gospel
the Lord replaces our fear and sadness with joy; for our thirst
He gives us Water which really quenches our thirst-not
tasteless,
lukewarm water, but heavenly Water which truly satisfies. Jesus
says, “Whosoever drinketh of th;e water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water th,at I shall give him shaU be in him a
well of water springing up into everkxsting life”-JoHN
4: 14.

The Gospel announces to us that Jesus has atoned for all our
sins; God has declared us righteous ; no one can condemn us or
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus , our
Lord. Here is pure grace and forgiveness !
Dear Savior, draw reluctant hearts;
To Thee let sinners fly
And take the bliss Thy love imparts
And drink and never die.

-M.

L. N.

It pleased God not to give the Spirit without the Word but through the
Word that He might have us as His co-workers who proclaim without what
He Himself works by the Spirit ,within, wherever He will. He could, of course,
do .this apart from the Word; but He does not want to do it that way. And
who are we to inquire into. the reason for the divine will? It is enough for us
to know that God so wills it; and .it becomes us to reverence, love, and adore
-Luther
this will and to bridle the impertinence
of our reason.
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On Sunday, April 25th, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon,
Oregon, dedicated a new stained glass picture above the altar. The
picture measures 3 feet wide and 4 feet high and is illuminated by
fluorescent lighting.
The time for the dedication was most appropriate, since the
picture is the familiar scene of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and the
Sunday chosen for the dedication is known as the Good Shepherd
Sunday.
The window was designed and made by the Willemse Stained
Glass Studio in Scappoose, Oregon. Mr. B. Willemse comes from 7
generations of stained glass makers. IIe has made stained glass
windows for over 600 churches in the United States.
The text for the morning servioe was that very beautiful text
from Isaiah, “He sha.ll feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall
gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and
shall gently lead those that are with young.” (40: 11).

It was pointed out in the introduction to the sermon that Dr.
Luther would have nothing to do with the fanatical zeal of his former co-laborer, Carlstadt, who was instrumental in having the
images, pietures and statues taken out of the churches and destroyed. Dr. Luther indeed correctly insisted that the worship of
these images or their superstitious use is forbidden by God, but
where they are used to teach us and remind us of Biblical truths
and thus aid us in our devotions, then they are not sinful but edifying and instructive and may be used by the believers in their
Christian liberty. (See Galatians 5 :I)
After the service a pot-luck get-together was held at the local
Jaycee hall. In the afternoon Mr. Willemse showed colored slides of
his native IIolland, the various steps involved in making stained
glass windows, and some of the windows he has made for various
church buildings.
It was a very memorable day with which the Lord blessed us
and for which we praise IIim for the undeserved goodness bestowed
upon us. Our thoughts were well expressed in the words sung by a
tri.0 of young people in a special number adapted for the occasion:
There is a tender Shepherd Who watches o’er His sheep;
And they need fear no evil, Who in His pasture keep;
Christ Jesus is that Shepherd: 0 grant, dear Lord that we
Within Thy pleasant pastures May safe and happy be!

-M.
47
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