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WORD!”

By the time you read this, we shall have observed the glorious
festival of Easter. Once again our faith in the resurrected Savior
has been strengthened, and we are moved to re-evaluate our Christian lives in the service of Him who died for us and rose again. It
is my fervent prayer that all our Conference members have been
edified anew by the message of the Feast of the Resurrection and
have been encouraged to re-dedicate themselves to the Savior and
to the vital tasks in His kingdom. Let us give heed to the admonition of the apostle: “Be ye stea.dfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor
is not in vain in the Lord!” 1 Cor. 15: 58.

Your President continues to find his duties in the Seminary
and the local congregation most enjoyable and gratifying. The
work, of course, is very demanding and requires concentrated preparation and effort, but trusting in divine guidance and strength,
I strive daily to carry out the tasks of my do>ublecall to God’s glory
and leave the outcome in His hands.
In just a few weeks our annual convention will be held here
in Tinley Park. An announcement in this issue of our periodicaa
calls special attention to this fact. Meanwhile, I trust that in addition to the chosen delegates and alternates from our congregations
there will be many others of our laymen and laywomen who will
endeavor to arrange their schedules so as to be able to attend this
20th meeting of our beloved Conference. Plan to come and meet
your fellow-lbelievers gathered about God’s pure Word and determined to do His business! May God grant His richest blessings on
all who assemble for that convention!
May the risen Christ continue to uphold us as we walk on the
path of righteousness and spread and defend His truth to the glory
of His name!
Your servant in the Lord,
0. W. Schaefer
4

THE GOD of the BlBiLE
In the Athanasian Creed we Christians confess the doctrine of
the Holy Trinity, that there are 3 persons in one God: “There is one
person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy
Ghost .”
The Triune God is revealed in the Old Testament where God refers to Himself by means of a plural word in the Hebrew language,
Elohim. In the very first chapter of the Bible we see God the Father
as the Creator of heaven an.d earth; we see the Word which was in
the beginning with God, by whom all things are made, and who is
the eternal Son of God; we see the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of God,
moving upon the face of the waters. Later we see the 3 persons in
consultation with themselves, saying: “Eet US make man!” 3 persons are implied. in the blessing which God commanded Aaron and
his descendants to pronounce upon the children of Israel and which
our pastors pronounce upon us at the close of our divine services.
In the song of the angels which is recorded by the prophet Isaiah,
we read: “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Loyd of Hosts!”
In the New Testament the Triune God has revealed Himself to
us very plainly. At the baptism of Jesus we read that John saw the
Spirit of God descending in the form of a dove and lighting upon
the Savior and .that a voice from heaven declared: “This is My beloved. Son in whom I am well pleased!” The 3 persons are named in
the great commission (Matthew 28 :19) in whose name all Christians are to be baptised. Again and again in the various Apostolic
Benedictions, we read of the “grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost,”

The 3 separate persons in God is also evidenced by the way in
which the Bible speaks of their relationship one to another: The
F,ather loves the Son, speaks to Him, speaks of Him., and receives
Him into glory; the Son loves the Father, speaks to Him, speaks of
Him, obeys Him, receives His commission, and returns to Him; the
Holy Ghost is sent by the Father and by the Son, acts for them,
speak for them, distributes their grace to mankind.
And with just as much clearness the Bib1.e teaches that each
one of the 3 persons is God. We confess: “The Father is God, the
Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God” and that “we are compelled
by the Christian Truth to acknowledge every person by Himself to
be God and Lord.” Yet, we also confess: “There are not 3 Gods, but
oq2eGod !” Although 3 s.eparate persons are mentioned a.nd each person is God whole and entire, yet. the 3 are the one great Jehovah,
the one true and living God. This is the true God of the Bible who
says : “Thou shalt have no other god before Me,” Exodus 20:3.
5

“Th.at ye put off concerning the former conversation
the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceiifful
fusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that
ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.”
Ephesians 4:22-24.

a

‘hen through a living faith
in Jesus we sinners now have
been justified by God, that is,
declared fully righteous for Jesus’ sake, Satan is indeed cast
down from the throne of our
heart, but he is thereby not completely destroyed.
He watches
and seeks day and night, as Luther says, to find a little opening
where he may be able again to
get a foothold and little by little
force his way completely back
into the heart again. He doesn’t
give up until he has succeeded in
bringing us back again into the
old former condemnable condition of unbelief where we despise God and disobey His will.
For this reason the heart is in
need of daily renewal.
In justification, sin is indeed
forgiven, but it still retains its
roots in our hearts, If the Christian therefore does not renew
himself daily, his heart will necessarily grow wild again as an
unpruned tree or an unweeded
garden.
In justification
and rebirth
we indeed become God’s child-

ren, and a beginning of God’s
image is again restored in us!
But thereby one is still a weak
child, to whom in renewal must
be given daily food and strength
if it is to be preserved from again dying and decaying.
In justification
we are like
the man who fell among thieves.
Christ there indeed has had
.mercy on us, has bound up the
deep sin-wounds with the balm
of His bountiful, gracious Gospel ! But in the daily renewal
we must now also remain under
the treatment of the Holy Ghost
until we have completely recovered, that is, when He comes again and has called us out of the
infirmary of this world to Himself by means of a blessed death.
The justif ication and rebirth
is the spiritual creation. On the
other hand, the Christian% daily
renewal is the work of spiritual
preserva.tion. But as the created
world without God’s preservation and government would long
ago have perished, so also a
Christian cannot remain reborn
without daily renewal. It is indeed good if faith was once plan-

ted in the heart. But, as the
Apostle says, it then also needs
watering, so that the Lord then
also can give the final success
for the final attainment and enjoyment of eternal life.
W;hat, accordingly, is the daily renewal? It is the continuation of the work of grace which
the Holy Ghost in justification
through faith has begun in a
sinner. It is the hearty diligence
which a believing Christian applies da.ily more and more to
put away the old man, that is,
his sincere efforts to rid himself
more and more of all error and
more and more to weaken, dampen, and kill sin in himself. It is
the daily, earnest endeavor of a
child of God a.lso more and more
to put on the new man, that is,
to grow in all knowledge and
doctrine and spiritual wisdom
and experience, and in thoughts,
bearing, words, and deeds always to become more like the
image of Christ and be glorified
in it.
This daily renewal of a Christian indeed still takes place in
this life in great weakness, for
the reborn Christians also still
have great corruption to contend with in themselves; but
they keep on fighting against it,
and they do not permit it to rule
in them. Faithless people and
hypocritical hearts indeed also
say that they seek daily to become better and more godly, but
they nevertheless allow sin to

rule over them. Such a miserable, hypocritical make-believe
is not to be identified with the
daily renewal of true Christians.
When true Christians awaken
in the morning, thi s is really
their first, earnest, heart-felt
concern which they in prayer
present to God: Alas, i.f I could
only be entirely faithful today!
This concern accompanies them
when they are with others and
when they are alone. And now
when evening has come, looking
back upon the past day, they
petition God with broken hearts
to forgive all their sins. They
sigh and beg for grace and forgiveness through Christ until,
having been comforted, they are
able to yield themselves to restful sleep. There are indeed plenty of hypocrites who seek to
comfort
themselves with the
thought that they did at one
time have living experiences of
God’s grace, although now on
account of their spiritually dead
hearts they treat godliness as
though it were a business; they
do it without zeal in a purely
mechanical fashion and by way
of routine. In the ease of true
Christians, Christ, the Sun of
righteousness, has not only at
one time arisen in their hearts,
but this Sun also never again
has entirely set but daily shines
in their souls with its heavenly,
bright, and warming rays. True
Christians not only have daily
experiences of their sins but also
daily new experiences of the lov-

ing-kindness of God and of the
power of His grace. Daily they
repent anew, believe anew, wrestle anew, and overcome anew.
From this we see: Whoever
desires to be considered a Christian must not only be able to talk
about his one time conversion
but also about how God’s work
of grace still daily makes proTaegliche Huusandacht,

gress in his heart.
Destroy in me the lust of sin,
From all impureness make me
clean.
0, grant me pow? and strength
my God,
To strive against my flesh and
blood!

-The

Lutheran Hymnal, 398.

C. F. W. Walther, -Translated

by E. L. MI.
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Accordingly, in its introduction to the Twelve Steps presented
in the Guide, AA is guilty of making false and untrue statements
about God, man, and drunkeness; and about God’s will for all men.
Now let us proceed to an examination of the Twelve Steps in
the light of the explanations also offered by the Guide.
FIRST STEP
“We admitted we were powerless
come unmanageable.”

over alcohol-that

our lives had be-

As was pointed out above on the basis of God’s Word, to become drunk is to commit a sin against God’s holy Law (1 Cor. 5: 11;
6:9-IO ; Gal. 5: 19-21; Eph. 5: I-18). Now the Guide states: “There
is no known cure for alcoholism.” Since drunkenness is a sin, and
therefore a work of the devil, there is a cure according to God’s revealed Word. This cure is conversion. For just as soon as a sinner
with all his sinful corruption of heart and life is converted by God
from spiritual death to spiritual life, he is freed from the slavery
of sin ) so that it no longer can rule him, hence he is able to put
aside also the sin of drunkenness. When by the blessed operation of
the IIoly Ghost through the Word of God a sinner is led to realize
his sinfulness before God and with heartfelt sorrow over them repents of them, turning to Christ, our Savior, for forgiveness and
help, that person now by God’s work in him is pardoned from all
his sins before God and is also cleansed from their power and rule
over him in his daily life. For we read: “For this purpose the Son
of God wa.s m,anifested, that He might destroy the iworks of the
devil,” I John 3: 8. And again the same Apostle declares:
“The
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” I John
1: 7. “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and
{with His stripes we are hea,led..” Is. 53: 5. “What shall we say then?
.__
.? God fo,rbid ________.
, We are buried with
Shall 2ve continue in. sin __.._
Christ by baptism into death: that like as He was raised up from
the d.ead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life _______._
that henceforth we should not serve sin. .__..._..
Let
9

not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dowkaion over you.”

Romans 6 :I-4,6,12-14.
Accordingly, the AA way of life, in its First Step, denies what
God’s Word affirms.
S’E,COND STEP
“Came to believe
us to sanity.”

that

a power

greater

than

ourselves

could

restore

The Guide states : “Will power, help from families and friends,
medicine, and formal religion having failed, there is but one place
to turn. .That is to God as we understand Him.”
In its opinion, ‘ ‘formal religion,” among other things, has failed to help the alcoholic. That is then the reason why AA advocates
an informal type of religion, one without the conventional trappings of a definite creed, sacraments, and worship services. AA
thereby denies and rejects the Christian religion with its divinely
prescribed plan of salvation, confession, and creed, rejecting its
claim of enabling its followers to live sober lives. But accord,ing to
God’s Word, the Bible, the Christian religion is the only religion
which men should hold to in order to please God and be rescued
from the power of the sin of drunkenness and all other sins, as was
pointed out in the entire discussion above.
In place of the true Christian religion, AA promises to set up
its own religion. The god of its religion is not the true God of the
Bible, but one concocted by its own reason It advocates this god to
its members under the picture: “God as a universal Father.” The
members are to have faith in him. And in order to obtain this
fa,ith, they are to follow “the advice of your new friends”in AA.
“Follow the program they lay out for you. Have faith in that program.” The advice of AA friends, then, and the program they advocate, along the lines of the Twelve Steps, coupled with faith also
in their “universal Father” will assure the AA member of being
able to remain sober.
But the Bible also rejects this idea
which AA directs its members for help.
there is only one true God and Father,
presently rules the world, namely, the

of a “universal Father” to
For the Bible teaches that
who has created and who
Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, as we read: “F0.r this cause I bow rng knees unto the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom< the whole: family in heaven and
earth are named,” Ephesians 3: 14-X. Since AA does not acknowledge Jesus Christ to be God, it advocates a “Father” which is not
the true God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore it is
guilty of idol ,worship? for the Bible says: “AU men shoCbd honor
the Son, even as they honor the Father, He that honoreth not the
Son honoreth not the Father, which hath sent Him,” John 5:23.

AA’s religion is a religion of unbelief which falls also under the
condemnation of this word of the Apostle: “In whom the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest
&he ligiht of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them,” II Corinthians 4~4.

THIRD

STEP

“Made a decision to turn our will and outi lives over to the care of God
as we understand Him.”

As was pointed out earlier, since the “God as we understand
Him” is not the true God of the Bible, AA advises members to practice idolatry, which is forbidden by the true God, when it asks its
members to turn their lives over to such a god ! The Guide explains :
“We ask assistance from God to stay sober for that brief period.
And when the day ends we thank God for the help He has given us.
And on the next day and the next we follow the same program.”
This is a program, therefore, which invites men to practice idolatry, which the Apostle identifies with the worship of devils: “But I
say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to
devils, and not to God: and I wou,ld not that ye should have fellowship with devils,” I Corinthians 10:20. All such idolaters shall not
get to heaven ; for, says Scripture: no “idolater hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.” Ephesians 5: 5.

FOURTH
“Made

a searching

STEP

and fearless moral inventory

,of ourselves.”

In the Guide the AA members are encouraged to confess, among other things: “We have cursed God and man. We have broken faith.

We ha.ve smashed most of the laws of God and man.”

Since AA does not acknowledge the God of the Bible (Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost) to be the true God, it is very difficult to follow the
logic here presented. We ask: Which are these “laws of God”? And
where are they to be found? If the laws of God’s Word, the Bible,
are meant, why then does not AA acknowledge Him to be the true
II

God, and ditch their program in favor of the way of life which God
in His Word invites all men to follow if they would have a truly
good life before God and be saved? Since AA does not submit to
God’s Word as the only infallible Authority and Standard of faith
and life for all men and conditions, it mistakenly traces all of the
evil doings of alcoholics back to alcohol. The Bible plainly teaches
that all our evil-doing is to be traced back to our sinful hearts from
which all evil thoughts, words, and deeds flow (Matthew 15: 19).
Drunkenness is only one of the many evils which threatens to enslave us and bar us from heaven, so long as we do not repent of our
sins and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for pardon and the power
to lead a new life of soberness and godliness (Galatians 5 :19-25 ;
Ephesians 5: 6-21).
FIFTH

STEP

‘Xdmitted
to God, to ourselves, to another
ture of our wrongs.”

human being the exact na-

The Guide here displays the rationalistic nature of its religion
when it declares, “Here again we find a very logical sequence.” It
may be good logic in AA’s estimation, but it is definitely very bad
theology. And the Bible condemns it, as the previous discussion and
that on the next steps point out.
SIXTH
“We’re

entirely

STEP

ready to have God remov&all

these ,defects

of charac-

ter.”

As pointed out above, this god of AA is not the true God as He
has revealed Himself in the Bible. It is idolatry to look to a nonexistent god for help! To all such the prophet of God declares:
“They that observe lying vanities forsake th.eir own mercy? Jonah
2%

SEVENTH
“‘Humbly

.asked Him to remove

STEP

our shortcomings.”

Since AA does not acknowledge and worship the true God of
the Bible, this is a purely human device called God, which AA
members are taught to ask to remove their shortcomings. These directions really, therefore, are commandments of men. God’s Word
declares: “Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams,
saith the Lord, and do tell them, and cause My people to err by
their lies, ati by their lightness; yet I seat them not, nor cornmaw

ded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at .aEl, saith
the Lord.” Jeremiah 23:32.

That this judgment is true, some quotes from the Guide will
clearly show. We read: “The very essence of the Christian religion
is that the soul of man is eternal. It is the most precious thing in
the world. In the very least of us is a little spark of the divine. It
is that divinity that makes us rise above the lower animals.” Here
AA does lip service to the Christian religion, as though what AA
teaches harmonizes with it; when as a matter of fact it plainly does
not, as has been shown above. Since it is a Bible truth that the soul
is eternal and our most precious possession here on earth, AA ought
to be concerned about preparing it properly for eternal life! AA
shows concern only for this life, but it is a false and misguided concern, sad to say! It is false doctrine to teach that “in the very least
of us is a little spark of the divine. No man by birth has any spark
of the divine in him because he comes into this world “dead in
trespasses and sins,” Ephesians 2: I. Nothing of the divine, of God,
is in man by his natural birth; only the devil, Satan, is in man and
controls him. This continues to be man’s pitiful condition until he
becomes a converted Christian, as the Holy Scriptures teach. For
when Jesus, the risen Son of God, sent the Apostle Paul to the unbelieving Gentiles, He declared that He, Jesus, by His Word and divine work would accomplish the following blessings through the
preaching (RomanslO: 17) of His Apostle : “To open their eyes, and
to tuna them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God, that the,y may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in Me.’ Acts 26: 18.

Furthermore, the Guide speaks of the necessity of humility:
“Humility is based on the recognition that we are the children of
God.” AA here claims that even unconverted sinners are children
of God. This is a falsehood! Unconverted sinners are the children
of the devil, and they remain that way until they are converted to
God by a living faith in Jesus Christ through the gift of God’s
grace. We read in God’s Word: “Ye are all the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus _____...._..
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus,” Galatians 3 :26,28. On the other hand, the unconverted are referred to
as being: ‘children of disobedience,” such who are “by nature ’ the
children of wrath,” Ephesians 2: 2-3. The Apostle John describes
the difference between them: “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the
Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of
the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not co,rnmit sin; for His
13

seed remaineth in him: clnd he cannot sin because he is born of
God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of
the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God.” I John
3: 8-10.

Accordingly, for AA t,o claim that those who a)ccept and follow
their religious program are “children of God” is a falsehood and
nothing short of blasphemy!
EIGHTH
“Made
amends.”

STEP

a list of .all persons we had harmed,

and became

willing

to make

In itself, this is certainly an upright resolution for anyone to
make and seek to fulfil. But in the context of AA’s religious philosophy even this seemingly innocent Step is an abomination in God’s
sight. For the greatest evil and harm of which AA members are
guilty before God is entirely overlooked, namely this, that they
deny the true God of the Bible and set up their own idolatrous worship of god, thereby deceiving themselves and causing other souls
to be misled away from the truth and to lose their most precious
salvation ! So great and terrible is the offence of teaching false doetrine that the Savior solemnly declares : “Whoso shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in Me, it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in
the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offenses! for it
must needs be that oflenses come; but woe to th,at man by *whom
the o$fence cometh!” Matthew 18: 6-7. And the Lord’s Apostle
solemnly declares : “As we skd before, so say I now again, If any
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received,
let him be accursed.” Galatians 1: 9.

To make a’mends is indeed a good and necessary part of the
conduct of all of us, but we must use the right, God-appointed
means to accomplish this, namely, His Word. The Bible says: “And
if a nuzn also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he
strive lawfulZy,” II iTimothy 2: 5. The only lawful way for a man to

strive for anything good in God’s sight is that he repent of his sins,
accept Jesus Christ as his Savior, and live a new life of faith, according to the power .of the Holy Ghost. For the Word of God declares: “But (without faith it is impossible to please Him,” Hebrews
11:6; and “whatsoever is not of faith is sin,” Romans 14: 23.
So long, therefore, as men are under the power and guidance
of falsehood, as AA clearly is, they cannot make proper amends to
God or to men!
14

NINTH

STEP

“Make direct amends to such people
do so would injure them or others.”

wherever

possible,

except when to

What was said of the Eighth Step applies with equal force also
here. Our debts before the true God are our sins, as we confess in
the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,” Matthew 6: 12. But AA denies that drunkenness is a sin in
God’s sight. AA denies God’s judgment of sin against all men, and
it. casts aside the only means of getting rid of that sin by directing
its members away from the Word of God and Christ, who is our
only hope for forgiveness of all our sins, for cleansing from drunkenness and all other sinful vices of this life, and who is our only
hope of heaven (Acts 4: 12). But, sad to say, it is with AA as the
Apostle declares: “They deny the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruction!” II Peter 2: 1.
TENTH
“Continued
to take
promptly admitted
it.”

personal

STEP

inventory

and

when

we were

wrong

An AA member is unable to take proper God-pleasing inventory of himself because he is directed to seek help to do this from a
false god and to rely on the human help and advice of his fellow
members, who like himself have been blinded by error and therefore are still walking in spiritua,l darkness. He lies under the curse
of God: “Thus saith the Lord: Cursed be the man that trusteth in
man, and maketh’flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from
the Lord,” Jeremiah 175.

Only those who submit to God’s Word by a living faith in
Christ, the Savior, can really take a God-pleasing inventory of their
lives, as we read: “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye root your own selves, how th,at Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates. Now I pray to God
that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye
shmlld do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates. For we
can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth,” II Corinthians

13 :5-8.
ELEVENTH

STEP

“Sought through prayer and meditation
to improve our conscious contact with God as we understand Him, praying only for knowledge ,of His will
for us and the power to carry it out.”
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Here the idolatrous nature of AA’s religion shows itself clea,rly. Prayer and meditation is recommended. Prayer, not to the true
God of the Bible, but to a false god, an idol, as eatih member
chooses to imagine him to be from his olwn corrupt, Satan-filled
heart. Na,turally, then, this will be devil-worship ; for Satan rules
all those who do not worship the true God (I John 3: 8-10 ; Obadiah
v. 3).
And what are the members to meditate on? -not on God’s
Word which is the only means of life and salvation to be found in
this world ; but, as the Guide directs, on their “new way of living,”
on their “good” efforts toward remaining sob,er, according to the
“program.” They are to meditate on the “God above,” as each one
chooses to conceive him! That choice will be an idol because the
natural man cannot know the true God by his own thinking: “For
the /natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.” I Corinthians 2 :14.

But can such who deny the only true God pray acceptably to
Him? Prayer to a false god is an abomination to the true God:’
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou
serve,” Matthew 4:lO. All our prayers to God, if they are to be

pleasing and acceptable to Him, must be prayed in the name of Jesus, that is, with faith in Him as our Redeemer. For Jesus says:
“Verily,

verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall askcthe Father
in My name, He will give it you,” John 16 :23. And agaJn : “Let h&n
ask TN FAITH, nothing waverkg, For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea d,riven with the ,wind and tossed. For let not that
man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord,” James 1:6-7.

Only the Christian, the true believer in Christ, can pray with positive assurance of being heard, as the prophet also testifies: “Heal
me, 0 ,Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, a,nd I shall be saved:
for Thou art my praise,” Jeremiah 17 :14.

The Guide declares : “Your sincerity is what counts, not the
form of language you use. And be certain that the God to whom you
pray will make it easier for you to work out your own salvation.”
Sincerity in worshipping a false god counts for nothing before the
true God. Without following the truth of God’s Word, no one can
pray acceptably. The Apostle Paul before his conversion professed
his belief in the true God of Israel. He did this with all sincerity
and zeal, even persecuting the Christitans because he refused to accept Christ as the true Messiah and Son of God. The false religious
leaders of that day misled him into error, so that he was an unbe-

liever. After ihis conversion to Christ, he first saw his erro’r and
the terrible predicament his people were in, who also rejected the
Savior. For this reason he condemns his former unbelief and false
religion, together with that of his misled people, in these words :
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to *God for Israel is, that
they ,might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal
of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being: ignorant of
God’s righteousness, and going iabout to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of
God,” Romans 10: 1-3. The scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day were

representative of what Paul had believed before his conversion and
of what the unbelieving people under the cloak of religion believed.
Jesus condemned them on account of their false religion and told
them who was their father: “Ye are of your father the devil, and
the lusts of your futher ye will do,” John 8:44. Then Jesus goes on
to explain how true believers of God conduct themselves in contrast
to unbelievers and false believers : “He that is of God heareth God’s
words: ye th)erefore

(hear them not, because ye are not of God,”

John 8 :47. True worship of God is explained also by Jesus in these
words : “The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.” John 4:
23. In other words, true worship of God consists in worshipping
the Triune God; Fa.ther, S,on, and Holy Ghost, as this is taught in
the Bible, which is the truth of God as He has revealed it to us.
For Jesus plainly says: "If ye continue in My Word, then are ye
My disciples indeed; and ye &all lmoau
shall make YOUfree," John 8:31-32.

the truth,

and the truth

AA rejects this truth of God and sets up its own idea of worship and thereby falls under the condemnation of God : “Thus sait,h
the Lord God of Israel: Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the
words of this covenant.” And again: “Cursed be the man that truste th, in man, and maketh fEesh his arm, and whose heart depart&h
from, the Lord,” Jeremiah 11:3 17 :5.

TWELFTH

STEP

“Having had a spiritual experience as the result of these steps, we tried
to carry this message to other alcohol~ics, and to practice these principles in
all our affairs.”

The “spiritual experience,” the Guide explains, may show itself in the individual AA member in various ways. An example is
oRered : “As in the case of Saul of Tarsus, a blinding flash of

light.” The Guide then proceeds to explain that “the entire structure of the Christian religion is built on Love ___.______._
Christ taught
that there are two great commandments : to love God ; and to love
your neighbor as yourself. If you can follow these you will have no
trouble.”
Here AA again attempts to show that its spirituality can be
identified with that taught by Christ and with that whitih was experienced by one of the Lord’s Apostles. This claim represents a
falsehood because the spiritual experience the Apostle Paul (Saul
of Tarsus) had was that he was converted from serving ‘a god as
he wzderstood him, to serving the true God of the Bible by a living
faith in Christ from whom he received forgiveness of sins, a new
life in God, and the sure hope of heaven. AA, on the other hand,
teaches that a member experiences a spiritual awakening when he
acknowledges a higher Power and confesses himself completely dependent on “God as we understand Him.” This actually is no spiritual awakening at all but a delusion of the mind and of Satan because it is claimed to take place in those who follow the Twelve
Steps, which, as has b,een pointed out above, is an idolatrous call to
worship a false god! -not the God of the Bible!
Furthermore, AA’s idea of a “spiritual experience” is this that
a member tries to do good by following the “two great commandments,” loving God and his neighbor as himself. It declares confi dently: “If you can follow these you will have no trouble.” In other
words, the AA member then is assured that he is on the right path
to soberness, which is called by the Guide a “useful, decent way of
living.”
Before the true God this kind of a way of life, namely, that
whi& is based on the Law of God (Ten Commandments) is the
very kind of spiritual life which the Apostle Paul trusted in before
his conversion for which reason he was rejected of God. He thought
at that time that he was able, as AA also advocates, to please God
by living an upright life according to God’s commandments.. After
his conversion, when he had learned to know the truth by the Holy
Spirit’s awakening who granted him faith in Christ, he discovered
that no man can please God and earn any merit by living according
to God’s Law. For since the Fall into sin natural man cannot keep
the Law of God, and even Christians can keep it only imperfectly,
as the Word of God declares: “We are cc21as an unclean thing, and
alZ our righteousnesses are a.5.filthy rags,” Isaiah 64 :6. Nor does the
Bible teach that man is saved by his efforts to live according to
I8

God’s Law, as though by such works he could justify himself before God and claim heaven for himself, in an effort “to work out
your own salvation,” as the Guide would have it in its explanation
to the Eleventh Step. Scripture teaches: “No ‘man is justified by
the Law in the sight of God.,’ Galatians 3:ll.
In its discussion of this Twelfth Step, the Guide is again guilty
of misrepresenting the religion of the Bible. It is misleading its
members into believing that AA is following the religion of Christ,
but that is a bold falsehood! Christ did not come here on earth to
teach men how to attain to a “useful, decent way of living,’ for this
life, but to rescue men from this evil life and prepare them for the
life after death. Christ came to rescue men from their sins, Satan’s
power, and eternal damnation, and to lead them to heaven. To accomplish this He preached the Law, indeed to show men their sins
and utter inability to please God, showing them also God’s wrath
against their sins. But He then also preached the Gospel, that is,
the Good News of our salvation by redemption through His blood
as God’s free gift to all men, to change their hearts, converting
them from spiritual death to spiritual life by the power of the Holy
Ghost through the gift of faith in Him. That is why Jesus was able
to declare without a moment’s hesitation to the repentant thief on
the cross, without first inquiring what good works of the Law he
had performed during his life: “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt
thou be (with Me in paradise,” Luke 23: 43. Jesus did not come into
this world as another Law-giver, as AA falsely pictures Him, but
as the Savior who Himself fulfilled the Law of God for us and all
men by His innocent suffering and death on the cross, and by His
redeeming blood has earned for us the righteousness we need to be
able to stand before God’s bar of justice and receive acquittal! By
repentance and faith in Jesus that pardon is given us by God, so
that we m.ay enter heaven after death and be with Him forever!
As someone has well said: “According to that merciful decree of
God which Scripture calls justification, the Christian is in Christ
absolved from every charge against him, and can stand without
fear before the bar of divine justice; but by reason of the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ, and the resultant purity of mind and
conduct, he is also fit to dwell with God and enjoy his eternal bliss.
The merit of Christ covers him; the purity of Christ adorns him.”
-Taache.
(John 3 :16-17, v. 36 ; Galatians 3: 13 ; II Corinthians 5 :
21; I Peter 2 :24 ; I John 3: 8 ; Ephesians 2 :8-O; Mark 16: 16.)
From the above examination

which was made on the basis of
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AA’S

official position as set forth in its “Guide To The Z%uelve
Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous,” we have found that the Bible,
God’s revealed Word, condemns its religion as being false and
idolatrous. What about the question, then, Does God want you to
support or be a member of AA? The answer evidently must be in
the negative. In order to make this unmistakably clear, let us yet
note a number of Scriptures in which God informs us regarding
His will concerning fellowshipping and supporting false religions
and their members:
own

“Beware of false prophets, which come to yozc in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall knofw them
by their fruits,,, Matthew 7 :15-16.
“Have no fellowship with the unfruitful
but rather reprove them,” Ephesians 5: II.

fworks of darkness,

“Now I beseech you brethren, mark them which cause divisions
an.d offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have karxed; and
avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly; and by good words/and fair speeches deceive
the hearts of the s,kmple,,, Ilomans 16:17-18.
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for
‘what fellowship bath righteousness wit h unrighteousness ? and
what communion hath light with darkness? A,nd what concord bath
Christ with Belkl? or what part ha.th he. that believeth with an hafidel? And wha.t agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for
ye ;are the temp1.e of the living God; as God $ath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall,
be My people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, smith the Lord, and touch not the uncle.an thing; and I
will receive you, and will be a Fathe,r unto yoz~, and ye shall be My
sons and d.aughters,saith the Lord Almighty,‘, II Corinthians 6 :14f.
“Whosoever transgresseth, and ubideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, bath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
bath bot.h the Father axd the Son. If there cozmeany unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive him, not into you’r house, neither bid
him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of
his evil deeds.” II John 9-11.
“A m.an that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject; knowing that he tha.,t is such is subverted, ‘nnd sinneth,
being condemned of himself,” Titus 3:10-11.
“I marvel ‘that ye are so soon removed from Him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: which is :not an20

other; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
Gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unto you th,an that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If
any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received,, let him be accursed. For do I now persuade men, or God? or
do 1 seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be
the servant of Christ,” Galatians 1:6-10.

In conclusion, it should yet be stated that in the light of the
above discussion based on the Word of God, those clergymen who
identify themselves with or support AA are committing a grievous
crime against God and His true religion of the Bible! They are
guilty thereby also of doing the greatest in j us t ice against the
countless deluded members of AA and others whose souls they are
misleading and betraying! The greatest help we Christians, pastors
and laymen, can give these our unfortunate fellow men who have
become victims of drink and of the soul-destroying philosophy of
AA is to warn them against any further participation in AA and
to seek to lead them out of it and back to God by means of His
saving Word. With the help of God’s Holy Spirit they can be led to
repent of their sins and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, so that
their souls may be eternally rescued from sin, death, and hell; and
that they may lead a new life here on earth, free from the power
and dominion of sin and vice. Of this God’s Word assures us in
plain language: “God will have all men to be saved, and to colme
unto the knowledge of the truth,” I Timothy 2 :4. “For God so loved
the world that He gave Hzis only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God
sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through Him might be saved,” John 3:16-N’. “Wherefore He
saith, Awake thou’. tha,t sleepe th, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as wise, redeesming the time, because! the days are
evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will
of the Lord is And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but
be filled with the Spirit,” Ephesians 5 :14-l%
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fa.ithful is He rthat calleth jjou, wha will also do it,,, I Thessalonians 5 ~23-24.

-E. L. Mehlberg
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Report On The Seminary
By the grace of God the faculty and students of our Seminary
have completed the work of the first Semester. Final examinations
were given during the last week of January, and a semester break
took place from February 2 through 6. During that week faculty
and students held an informal meeting to discuss Seminary matters. Also present were Mr. H. Daniel Mensing, member of the
CTE, two prospective students, and Pastor J. Schmitt of Wilmot
as a visitor. Such sessions are most helpful and will be held in the
future as needed. God has richly blessed the labors of professors
and students, granted them good health, and kept ‘His protecting
hand over them in the discharge of their duties. For all this we
are humbly grateful.
The second semester begins February 9th and will run till
early June. Because of personal circumstances as well as demands
of full-time work, the part-time students will be reducing their
study load from 8 hours to 5. The full-time student will retain the
same study load as in the first semester, namely, 19 hours. Professor Mensing will again teach 5 hours per week: New Testament
Greek, 3; and Exegesis, 2. Professor Schaefer will teaoh 14 hours:
Dogmatics, 3 ; New Testament Isagogics, 2; New Testament Bible
History, 2 ; Homiletics, 2 ; Symbolics, 3, and Propadeutics, 2.
Both professors have sincerely enjoyed their teaching duties
and look forward to the new semester with great anticipation.
The caliber of students is very high, their interest and participation is most commendable, and their oral and written work is of
the highest quality. It is a distinct pleasure to teach such interested
and consecrated young men, men who are genuinely gifted of God
and value the opportunity for Seminary training highly. Their
classroom decorum and Christian cooperation have been most admirable.
For all of God’s goodness during the first semester we praise
His holy name and pray that He will continue to uphold both faculty and students as we resume our work of preparing men for the
highest office on earth-the
Christian ministry. To that end may
all our Conference members generously support our beloved Seminary with fervent prayers and liberal gifts to the glory of His
name and the welfare of His kingdom!
0. W. Schaefer, President

February 7, 1970
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By the grace of God we have been privileged to observe the
first Easter of the 1970’s. But the message of that festival remains the same year after year: “I am He that liveth . . . and have
the keys of hell and death!!” Rev. 1: 18. “Because I live ye shall live
also!” John 14: 19. Jesus, the Lamb for sinners slain, has conquered
all our enemies and proved Himself to be the true Son of God and
the Redeemer of the world. With joyous, faith-filled hearts we declare with David, “This is the day which the Lord hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it!” Ps. 118 :24.
In this same psalm David described what happened on that
first Easter when he wrote, “The Stone which the builders refused
i-s become the Headstone of the corner!” v.22, Jesus once referred
to this verse while speaking to religious leaders of His day, Matt.
21:42. The Jews were the builders, and the Lord was the Stone
which they rejected as unfit and worthless. They refused to accept
His offer of grace and mercy, and their rejection of Him reached
its horrible climax on Good Friday, but God used this evil action
to bring about the redemption of the world. When Christ conquered
sin, death and hell, He rose from the grave in triumph and became
the Headstone of the corner, the precious Cornerstone and Foundation, the Rock of Ages on which our faith is built.
We praise God that the resurrection proves Jesus is the Son
of God, His doctrine is true, the Father has accepted His sacrifice
for the reconciliation of the world, and all believers shall one day
rise to eternal life. Easter is OUR day of victory, too. Let scoffers
and modernists deny the resurrection, four Gospels and over 100
Bible passages remove all doubt as to its validity.
Therefore we continue to walk with the risen Savior and seek
to share with others the Easter faith, joy, and hope in our hearts,
saying,
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives,
I Amow that my Redeemer lives!

-0.w.s.
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