doctrines of Holy Scripture, God, the Divine Decrees, Creation, Divine Providence, and the
Angels. During the academic year, and in stark contrast to what certainly would not have been the
case with the LCMS training, Pastor David T. Mensing spoke Scripture (I Peter 4:11) and mightily,
by the grace and with the help of God, refrained from all human speculations and rationalizations
(II Corinthians 10:4-5), not only as my pastor in his regular preaching and teaching of Christ
crucified and the full truth of His Word (I Corinthians 1:23; Acts 20:27), but also as my seminary
professor in his diligent preparation and thorough instruction of Christian Dogmatics. My heartfelt
appreciation to Pastor Mensing for his consistent God-given answers of “It is written” just as the
Savior did (Matthew 4:4,6,10).
In another of my seminary courses, New Testament Greek, I had the wonderful privilege to begin
learning the mechanics of the Greek language in which the New Testament was originally
written. How marvelous it was to be shown the clarity and precision of the very words that God
the Holy Ghost used in His Word of Truth (I Corinthians 2:13; I Thessalonians 2:13). During
my classes, written exercises and oral readings from Greek-to-English and from English-toGreek abounded as the quantities of personalized flashcards and study sheets of verb forms, noun
declensions, adjectives and adverbs, prepositions, and participles steadily increased throughout the
year. Professor Mensing’s teaching style and testing technique made my first real exposure to
Greek both memorable and enjoyable to the glory of God. I thank my Pastor for his patience with
me in my Greek pronunciation, and I look forward not only to the continuation of this course but
also to that of Dogmatics I in my third semester set for this upcoming Fall, the Lord willing.
I would very much like to extend my gratitude to all of you who kept me and my family in your
prayers this past year. I specially want to thank my dear wife, Gina, for her continued love and
support and her continued understanding of my time spent in class and in preparation; special
thanks also to the brethren at Peace, Oak Forest, for their expressed interest in my studies and
for their imploring of the Lord’s blessings upon my work; to the dear sisters of the Women’s
Guild at Trinity, Oak Park, for their gracious underwriting of all my textbooks; to Pastor Lietz,
not only for his time in traveling to Oak Forest and in auditing both seminary courses, but also
for all the pleasurable dinner conversations had with him and his wife, Donna, between our
classes; to Brother Phil Martin for his dedication in auditing Dogmatics I and in working through
the written examinations right along with me; and to my brethren, John Breinig from Trinity,
Oak Park, and Erik Roe from St. Mark’s, Sauk Village, for their encouragement from the Word
of God. Finally, let us all remember to pray to the One Bishop of our souls, that He move the
hearts of other men to train for the Pastoral Office, so that a faithful public ministry is graciously
and continuously provided for us and for our children.
Respectfully submitted,
Jason A. Mabe, Seminarian
___________________________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION

Dear Brethren:
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“He that hath My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully” (Jeremiah 23:28b).
One of our on-going ways of faithfully testifying to the truths of God’s Word and of opposing
persistence in false doctrine and practice in other Lutheran church bodies is the periodic
“Rightly Judging” series in The Concordia Lutheran. During the past year, the
September–October issue (pages 145-153) carried the article: “Rightly Judging the Lutheran
Church–Missouri Synod.” This issue was sent, with a brief cover letter, to a good number of
synodical leaders, pastors and lay-people. We got a few responses back, but none which gave
any evidence of taking seriously the “Rightly Judging” article on the LCMS. An example of
a polite, yet non-committal response came on November 28, 2006, from Dr. Samuel H.
Nafzger, the executive director of the LCMS’s Commission on Theology and Church
Relations: “Thank you for sending me a copy of The Concordia Lutheran and for your
‘genuine concern’ for The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod.” On the other hand, an LCMS
pastor called the article a “diatribe of LCMS.” [A diatribe is a “bitter, abusive denunciation
or criticism” –Random House Webster’s College Dictionary.] But, the pastor provided no
documentation to disprove of or refute anything in the CL article. Rather, he explained his
reasons for remaining in the LCMS (despite the clear instruction in Romans 16:17-18 to
“avoid them”).
In the state of Texas, among a group of “confessionals” in the LCMS, there is a very disturbed
“confessional.” He has been communicating with us, is most appreciative of the CLC position
in doctrine and practice, and has spread “the word” about the CLC to many; but at present he
is still in this heterodox body. We continue to set before him the will of God in the Holy
Scriptures concerning fellowship.
Two members of our CLU, Pastor Mensing and yours truly, drove to Hudson, Michigan, last
January (the 3rd) and met with Pastor Nathan Diers, who, with his congregation, Emmaus
Lutheran Church, had properly applied the instruction of Romans 16:17 to the Lutheran
Churches of the Reformation (LCR). We stayed overnight and visited with him most of the
next day also, going back home that evening. It was a very profitable use of our time! Pastor
Diers declared that he found nothing contrary to God’s Word in the doctrine and practice of
the CLC, including the proper application of 6th Commandment principles to the modern,
worldly, social dance. We offered to meet with the members of his congregation at their
invitation, to answer any questions which they may have, and to do whatever we can possibly
do to help them. It was a joy to have Pastor Diers present last Tuesday for the first day of our
Pastoral Conference.
It is more and more obvious that our Conference Web site on the Internet is an invaluable tool
night-and-day for people to get accurate information about our Conference. Furthermore, it
is an invaluable tool for us to gain information about other Lutheran bodies, especially those
coming up for consideration in our “Rightly Judging” series in the CL. We thank our gracious
and merciful God for the gift of this technology to assist us so much in our work and
“business” (Luke 2:49) in His kingdom of grace.
May the unchanging “love of Christ” (II Corinthians 5:14) continue to constrain and motivate
us 1) to “hold fast” (Revelation 3:11) to the precious truths which our God has given to us in
His infallible Word, 2) to abhor, hate, and withdraw from every false teaching and idea
contrary to the Scriptures (Romans12:9b; Psalm 119:104-105; I Timothy 6:3-5), and, when we
have the opportunity, 3) to “speak as the oracles of God” (I Peter 4:11) to those who are
caught in and deceived by error (II Timothy 3:13), ever confessing: “We can do nothing
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against the truth, but for the truth” (II Corinthians 13:8).
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Chairman
Rev. David T. Mensing
Rev. M. L. Natterer
Mr. Phillip R. Martin
___________________________________________________________________________

REPORT ON THE SEMINARY BOOKSTORE
Dear Brethren:
The Seminary Bookstore, which is maintained by Scriptural Publications on behalf of the
Committee on Theological Education, continues to acquire primarily “used” books for review
by the C. T. E. chairman to see whether they are of potential value either to the Seminary Library
collection or to prospective students and pastors in the establishment of their professional
libraries. Books “of value” are then kept in the inventory of the Seminary Bookstore for eventual
purchase, either by future students or by instructors who do not have those titles and may profit
from them in their teaching. Books so chosen by the C. T. E. are purchased from Scriptural
Publications’ inventory with Conference funds to benefit the Seminary, and books purchased
but not selected are then sold off by Scriptural Publications “at cost” to other interested parties.
We again, as in the past, are requesting the pastors of the Conference to contribute titles to a
“wish list” of books that they would deem appropriate for a new pastor’s library, and these lists
can then be combined into a “watch list” for Scriptural Publications, so that the desired books
can be sought out and purchased over the next year. Some of the pastors have also contributed
actual books to the Seminary Bookstore, extra copies that they had in their collections or copies
that they were able to acquire personally; and we are grateful for their continued diligence in this
area (and so will also future students and “new” pastors who will benefit from this combined
effort).
Respectfully submitted,
Mr. Phillip R. Martin for
Scriptural Publications
___________________________________________________________________________
REPORT CONCERNING THE CONFERENCE ARCHIVES
Dear Brethren:
Pastor Mensing, the Conference Secretary, who is constitutionally the custodian of the
Conference records (Constitution, Art. VIII, 3, b), has asked me to update the delegates
concerning the on-going work in which I am particularly active on his behalf. Very briefly, the
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