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Beloved friends in Christ, pastors and delegates to the 47th Convention of our CLC:
The motto of our convention this year is, “Here am I, send me!” This motto, however, cannot
be effectively followed unless there be in our hearts a certain “mindedness” which is spoken of
by the Apostle in our text. Now to be “minded” toward something is to be “inclined” or
“disposed” toward that thing—to set your mind on it, to give it first priority in your thoughts as
the Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians (4:8), “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there by any praise, think on
these things.” The Apostle Paul, in our text, has much to say about “mindedness” —and in the
light of this Word of God and under the gracious guidance of the Holy Ghost, we will consider
as our theme for this morning’s meditation:
The Importance of Spiritual Mindedness in Our Lives as Christians and, of Course,
Therefore, in our Efforts as a Conference of Lutheran Christian Congregations.
We shall consider: I. How spiritual mindedness differs from carnal mindedness,
and II. How spiritual mindedness is produced and nourished in us.
I.
The word carnal means “fleshly.” To be “carnally minded” is to be “fleshly or worldly
minded.” The carnal mind is that mind which is in all people by birth, since the Fall of Adam.
It is the mind which rules and directs all unbelievers in their thoughts, desires, words, and
actions. It is the mind of your Old Adam!
The Apostle tells us in our text: “The carnal mind is enmity against God!” It opposes God and
everything that God wants us to do and not to do, and how God wants us to be—as well as
everything that God wants us to do and not to do for us and for our salvation. Those who are
“carnally minded” “walk after the flesh” and “cannot please God!” Romans 8:8. They neither
want nor can they receive what the Lord God, by His undeserved kindness, promises them in
His Word. (Romans 8:7; I Corinthians 2:14)
“Carnal mindedness” is easy to detect and to observe in rank unbelievers—in those who will
not take the trouble even to try to obey God’s commandments outwardly. They have their own
code of morals or are entirely without moral scruples and do not want anyone to oppose or to
interfere with their life-style. The word “sin” is odious to them and is a threat to their so-called
“freedom” and “civil rights.” They hate the thought of hell and of someone calling them to
account for what they think, for what they say, and for what they do. They try to persuade
themselves that there is no God and they live in any sin which appeals to them or suits their
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fancy. Here is one who makes a god of his belly—eating and drinking are his greatest pleasures.
Here is another whose life is dominated by worldly ambition and by thoughts of power, honor,
and praise among men. Here is another who is controlled by the lust of his flesh and the lust
of his eyes—reveling in the base sensual pleasures which this world has to offer and having,
what he calls, “a good time” in life. To identify ourselves with such as are so carnally minded
by the way we dress, speak, or conduct ourselves—even though such behavior is carried out only
by ONE person in our congregations—certainly cannot bring the blessing of God upon our
Conference. Remember, the whole congregation of Israel was punished (at least three million
souls) because of the sinful behavior of Achan (Joshua 7:1ff).
But there are more subtle forms of carnal mindedness by which people are deceived into
thinking that they are grand Christians. Besides the vast army of anti-Christian sects and cults,
there are many who may even worship the true God outwardly; they may read the Bible every
day; they may contribute sacrificially to a true-teaching Church; they may respect their parents
and support them in their old age; they may have a high regard for authority and scrupulously
obey the laws of the land; they may help their neighbors and refrain from acts of impurity; they
may be polite, patient, diligent, and accommodating—but all these things they may do only
outwardly, hypocritically, to please others, to please their parents, but not out of the fear and
love of God. They may even think that by doing these things they help earn God’s grace and
favor for themselves. Such people, together with the followers of the heathen religions, are by
far in the vast majority throughout the world. They are “carnally minded” and “to be carnally
minded” St. Paul tells us in our text “is death”—spiritual death! They are walking along the
broad way that leads to eternal destruction! They neither want to do the work of the Lord, nor
do they want the work of the Lord done in them or through them.
And there are evidently many who call themselves Lutherans who deceive themselves into
thinking that, because their sins are forgiven by God’s grace for Christ’s sake, God no longer
requires of them perfection and holiness, and who, rather than repenting of their sins and
shortcomings, excuse the things which they do or leave undone contrary to the Word of God
by saying, “Well, Jesus died for my sins anyway,” and “No one can be perfect anyhow!” and
“Well, God forgives sins; in fact, in Christ, He has forgiven the sins of the whole world, so what
should I be worried about!” Such people also are “carnally minded” and are NOT
Christians—and can only hinder the work of our Savior among us!
To be “spiritually minded” is the very opposite of being “carnally minded.” This is very plain
from our text, for whereas the carnally minded are the enemies of God, the spiritually minded
are the friends of God. They love God as their heavenly Father and the Spirit of Christ dwells
in them. As a fruit of their faith in Christ Jesus, their prayers rise heavenward from their hearts
and their lips, and they offer up true heartfelt praise and thanksgiving. Earnestly they strive to
subject their will daily to the Word and Will of God, praying with Luther, That Thou wouldst
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please Thee” and
in that little morning prayer, “O, help me Lord, this day, to be Thine own dear child and follow
Thee!” With sincerity of heart, the spiritually minded “hunger and thirst after righteousness”
(Matthew 5:6) with the eager desire to be perfect—to do all that God requires of them and to
avoid all that is contrary to His Word. Yes, all true Christians are thus “spiritually minded!”
According to the New Man, which was created in them when they were brought to faith in
Jesus as their only Savior and Redeemer, by the Holy Ghost, through the power of the Gospel,
and according to that same Spirit who lives in them and makes them His holy temple, their chief
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joy and delight is to know and to do the Will of God—and, in order to do God’s Will, they
daily crucify the flesh, their Old Adam, with its sinful affections and lusts. Nothing makes them
happier than to know that they are doing God’s Will as His own dear children through faith in
their beloved Savior. Therefore also, as “spiritually minded” Christians, they love God’s Word
and joyfully confess it with their fellow Christians in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs.
They want to do works pleasing to God in their homes, in Church, at work, and among their
fellowmen everywhere. “Spiritually minded” Christians will hate and detest sin and error of
any kind as an insult to their gracious God in heaven and as a mockery of their precious Savior.
They hate sin and every evil especially when it appears in themselves through the devil, the
world, and their sinful flesh; it grieves and troubles them deeply, and with repentant and
believing hearts they earnestly fight against it with God’s Word, which is the Sword of the Spirit,
and with fervent prayer.
Are YOU thus spiritually minded, yes, you, as a pastor, as a delegate, as a member of one of the
congregations of our Conference (father or mother, son or daughter)? Are you glad to do God’s
will, not perfunctorily, but from the heart—to do what God wants you to do in your life, to look
to Him for guidance and leadership, through His Word, day by day. Do you take pleasure in
obeying God’s commandments? Does it grieve you when sin, wickedness, impurity arise in your
heart? Do you really hate sin and earnestly strive against sins of commission and sins of omission
in your words and your actions? Does your heart find true joy and rejoicing in prayer, in the Word
of God, and in the wonderful faith-confessing hymns of our Church? Do you cheerfully give of
your gifts and talents for the work of the Church and the extension of Christ’s Kingdom? O, may
we diligently examine ourselves and earnestly beseech the Lord our God that He would give us
an ever greater measure of His Holy Spirit that each one of us (pastors, and delegates, and every
member of our respective congregations) may grow daily in “spiritual mindedness” and that the
“carnal mindedness” of our sinful flesh may be more and more suppressed as we live out our
lives in this world. What a blessing our Conference would then experience!
II.
The Apostle Paul points out also in our text how this spiritual mindedness is produced in
us—how it is nourished and sustained. We read: “For what the Law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh!” Spiritual mindedness is not produced by the Law. It is not
produced by the commandments of God even though they are good and holy. It is not
produced by those portions of the Bible which tell us our duties and threaten punishment to all
who are disobedient. The Holy Law of God cannot produce “spiritual mindedness” in us or
in anyone, because, as our text states, it is “made weak through the flesh.” The fault is not in
God’s Holy Law, but the fault is in US—in our sinful flesh. Since the Fall of Adam, our corrupt
nature rebels against the Law because we are not able to keep it perfectly in our thoughts,
desires, words, and deeds as God’s Holy Law requires. If the Holy Law of God is used as a rule
for the life of unbelievers, the most it can produce is civil righteousness and hypocrisy.
“Spiritual mindedness” cannot, therefore, be produced by taking a person by the throat and
telling him:“Do God’s will!” “Be spiritually minded!” “Keep God’s Commandments, or else
you will be cast into Hell!” That has never yet produced saving faith and the love of God in the
human heart. But our text tells us, “God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh!” This is the GOSPEL which alone IS able to produce a
saving knowledge of Christ, our Savior, and, as the fruit of such faith, true growth in “spiritual
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mindedness.”
If you truly believe with all your heart that the Lord Jesus Christ, true God and true man, has
“redeemed [you], a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won [you] from all sins, from
death and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood
and with His innocent sufferings and death,” and that you have not acquired this faith by your
own reason or strength, but that the Holy Spirit, through the Gospel, has worked this saving
knowledge of Jesus in your heart; that, by virtue of Christ’s work of redemption, the Lord God
has declared you and all people righteous and has forgiven you all your sins, for Jesus’ sake,
that all who believe in Him”might not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16); that the
Lord God has graciously, in Christ, promised you an inheritance “incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation” (I Peter 1:4,5); that the Lord God has made you, who by your sins deserve
nothing but eternal punishment in hell, His own dear child through faith which is in Christ Jesus
(Galatians 3:26) and an heir of heaven where there is fulness of joy and pleasures forevermore
(Romans 8:17; Psalm 16:11), YES, spiritual mindedness which is “life and peace” will continue
to grow in you. You will want to know more and more of God’s Word, and you will want to
do His will more and more perfectly day by day. Your hatred of sin and Satan will become
greater and your love for the Word of God will increase. This is how, through the Gospel,
spiritual mindedness is created and nourished in you.
But, because of your Old Adam, your spiritual mindedness may wane and your life as a
Christian may falter. Do not, then, forget the Gospel which alone, as “the power of God unto
salvation” (Romans 1:16) is able to strengthen and preserve you steadfast in the true faith and
revitalize your spiritual life. Each and every day think of and meditate upon the Gospel of
Christ. Take every opportunity to become better acquainted with the precious promises of
God to you through your precious Savior and ponder often the great things which He has done
for you. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” John 3:16. “The blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin,” I John 1:7. “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool,” Isaiah 1:18. “Christ
Jesus came into this world to save sinners,” I Timothy 1:15. “God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them,” II Corinthians 5:19. “Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us,” Galatians 3:13. “He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed,” Isaiah 53:5. “For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God; being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus,” Romans 3:23,24. “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace,” Ephesians 1:7. “He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him,” John 3:36. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; be he that
believeth not shall be damned,” Mark 16:16. “By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast,” Ephesians 2:8,9.
Make such Bible passages your daily meat and drink for your soul. Let these Scripture texts, and
others like them, ring out daily in your mind and heart, for the Lord God says through the mouth
of the Prophet Isaiah, “Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live!”
Isaiah 55:3.
And then remember the words of the Lord Jesus, “If a man love Me, he will keep My Words”
-4-

(John 14:23) and through the Apostle Paul, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature,” II
Corinthians 5:17. Remember that we Christians are God’s product, “created in Christ Jesus
unto good works” (Ephesians 2:10), that our Lord Jesus Christ “died for all that they which live
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them and rose again”
(II Corinthians 5:15); that we, whom Christ has “delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might
serve Him, all the days of our life” (Luke 1:74); that God has made us “a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people that we should show forth the praises of Him
who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9); that “our conversation [i.e,
citizenship] is in heaven,” (Philippians 3:20); that we should “walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith [we] are called,” (Ephesians 4:1); that is we are Christians, and we should live like
Christians! Each of us should ask with the Apostle Paul, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”
(Acts 9:6) and exclaim with Samuel, “Speak, Lord; Thy servant heareth” (I Samuel 3:9), and
with our Savior in Psalm 40:8, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God.” This indeed also belongs
to “spiritual mindedness.”
To be spiritually minded, then, means not only to know by heart a host of Bible passages, but
to be able, by God’s grace, diligently and faithfully to apply what the Lord says in His Word to
what we believe and how we live as Christians and what we say to others at home and
elsewhere in our daily conversation and how we conduct ourselves as Christians. The Bible
teaches us that whatever we do in this life, even simple things like eating and drinking, should all
be done to the glory of God (I Corinthians 10:31). We therefore ask God to work in us and
through us that which is well-pleasing in His sight and which will redound to the proper growth,
welfare, and extension of His Church on earth. This work can and will be accomplished, not by
the worldly, fleshly, and carnally minded, but only through “spiritually minded” Christians who
earnestly want the Lord to lead them by His Word every moment of their lives. Have you ever
asked yourself: Are the plans which I make for myself day by day always designed to glorify God?
All of those who are carnally minded, whether outwardly they obey the Law of God or whether
they openly live in sin and wallow in the mire of vice, will perish! Their life here on earth is
a living death. They may stupefy themselves with self-deception and with the vain promises
of false prophets—but death and eternal damnation will be theirs. Such, however, is not the
case with spiritually minded Christians. They know that all their sins have been condemned and
removed in the flesh of Jesus Christ, and that therefore, as we read in our text, “There is now
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.” The Apostle continues in our text: “They that are after the flesh do mind the things of
the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit mind the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” “They that are in the flesh
cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. And if Christ be
in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Oh, what a
glorious prospect for those who are spiritually minded. And all this is brought about by the
Holy Ghost through the power of the Gospel. Let us ask Him therefore to grant us and our
fellow Christians in our member congregations of our Conference an increased measure of zeal,
interest, energy, enthusiasm and liberality in the use of our time, talents, and earthly
possessions, in harmony with His Word and motivated by our God-given love of the Savior,
that His work may be performed among us more effectively and His Word, in the life of
each member of our Conference (man, woman, or child) be in him a well of living water,
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springing up into everlasting life. And each of us will joyfully exclaim, “Here am I, send
me!” “Help me, dear Lord, to be more spiritually minded day by day — to do Thy will more
eagerly, to follow Thy Word more faithfully, and to do this cheerfully, with a heart filled with
faith in and love for Jesus my Savior, in the midst of all those with whom I associate during my
time of grace here in this world!”
With such spiritual mindedness and its blessed results in our lives as Christians, we will indeed
possess “life and peace” as individuals, as congregations, and as a Conference. God grant it for
His mercies’ sake. Amen.

Soli Deo Gloria!
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