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“Our conversation is in heaven, from whence also  

we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

—Philippians 3:20 
 
When in 1611 the scholars of James I of England translated the New 
Testament from Greek into English, the word “conversation” con-
noted, in addition to its usual meaning of communication through 
speech, a person’s whole manner of living here in this world, his be-
havior as the mark of who he is.  Thus, for example, we have the same 
word in Ephesians 2:2-3; 4:22, and Philippians 1:27 and still other pas-
sages contrasting the wicked behavior of natural man, who serves the 
flesh, with the sanctified behavior of the regenerate, who by the grace 
of God “walk in the spirit” as the fruit and evidence of their faith (cf. 
Galatians 5:16ff.).  But the same word in our title-text, going back to 
the root word in the Greek, B@8\J,L:", really means “citizenship.”  
From that same root we have in today’s English such words as 
“political,” “politics,” and “polity.”  And the connection between one’s 
“citizenship” and one’s “behavior” is not an imaginary stretch, as 
some might think; for we have the common saying, based on that very 
connection, “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”  How people live, 
work, behave themselves, and even think is closely tied to their heri-
tage, ethnicity and citizenship. 

Our Citizenship Is 
in Heaven! 
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We know from the Word of God that we are not “natural born” citizens 
of heaven.  In fact, “[we] were shapen in iniquity and in sin did [our] 
mother conceive [us]” (Psalm 51:5).  “We were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others” (Ephesians 2:3), “flesh born of the 
flesh” (John 3:6).  “At that time [before our conversion to faith], [we] 
were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world” (v. 12). 
 
We are not even “naturalized” citizens of heaven, that is, those aliens 
who, by the process of law, are granted “administrative” citizenship 
because they have fulfilled the requirements established by a govern-
ment for “naturalization.”  Among those requirements here in the United 
States are 1) a period of continuous residence in the country, 2) a knowl-
edge and understanding of our country’s history and government, 3) 
good moral character, 4) attachment to the principles of the Constitution, 
and 5) favorable disposition toward our country (Source: “Natural-
ization,” U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, www.uscis.gov, 
2008).  1) We have not been continuous residents of heaven; 2) we have 
by nature no knowledge or understanding of spiritual matters (I Corin-
thians 2:14); 3) we have no good moral character (Ecclesiastes 7:20); 4) 
we are not attached to the principles of God’s Word (John 8:47); 5) nor 
are we “of our own reason or strength” (Luther) favorably disposed to-
ward God and desirous to spend eternity in heaven with Him (Romans 
8:7).  We have not “fulfilled the requirements” of the Law (Romans 8:7; 
Galatians 3:11). 
 
No, “our citizenship is in heaven” because “when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son” (Romans 5:10).  “By 
the righteousness of One the free gift came upon all men unto justifica-
tion of life” (v. 18).  “Our citizenship…in heaven” is “the gift of 
God” (Ephesians 2:8) —“not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but, according to His mercy” (Titus 3:5a), “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them” (II Corinthians 5:19).  Now, “to him that worketh not but believ-
eth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteous-
ness” (Romans 4:5).  “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the Law” (Romans 3:28). 
 
“Our citizenship is in heaven, from whence also we look for the Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”  That citizenship, granted “freely by [God’s] 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24), 
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gives to all true believers the wonderful, unspeakable vantage point from 
which we “look for” Jesus’ second visible advent to fetch us home.  We, 
together with Jesus’ disciples on the Mount of Olives, stand “gazing up 
into heaven” (Acts 1:11) with our eyes of faith riveted upon His prom-
ise: “I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, 
there ye may be also” (John 14:3).  Therefore, the Ascension of Jesus is 
a very important and comforting teaching which seals to us our citizen-
ship in heaven.   For the angels told the disciples: “This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 
 
And because the Ascension of Jesus is a teaching of Holy Scripture, we 
joyfully testify of it in the confessions of our Lutheran Church.  Every 
Sunday we confess in the Apostles’ Creed that Jesus “ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.”  We 
also confess in the Nicene Creed, which dates back to the year 325 after 
Christ, that Jesus “ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
the Father.”  Moreover, in the 3rd Article of our Augsburg Confession 
(1530), we confess that the Son of God “truly rose again the third day; 
afterward He ascended into heaven that He might sit on the right hand of 
the Father, and forever reign and have dominion over all creatures, and 
sanctify them that believe in Him, by sending the Holy Ghost into their 
hearts, to rule, comfort, and quicken them, and to defend them against 
the devil and the power of sin” (Augsburg Confession, Triglot, p. 45). 
 
But the Ascension of Jesus is accepted and believed by every true Chris-
tian, not because it is taught in the confessions of the Church, but be-
cause it is the crystal-clear teaching of the Word of God.  Very briefly 
the Evangelist Mark writes: “So then after the Lord had spoken unto 
them, He was received up into heaven” (Mark 16:19).  The complete 
account is given to us in the 1st chapter of the Book of Acts, which is 
usually read as the Epistle Lesson when the Ascension of Christ is ob-
served in our churches.  Luke writes:  “And when He had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight.  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as 
He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, which also 
said,  Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?  This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven” (vv. 9-11).   That the 
promised Messiah and Savior would ascend up into heaven had already 
been foretold in the Old Testament.  The Psalmist writes: “God is gone 
up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet” (47:5).  And 
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again: “Thou hast ascended on high.  Thou hast led captivity captive.  
Thou hast received gifts for men; yea for the rebellious also, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them” (68:18). 
 
Jesus’ ascension and session on the right hand of God is also a source of 
great comfort to us Christians while we are awaiting His second visible 
advent; for, as our divine Prophet, He even now continues to send men 
into the Pastoral Office to proclaim the Gospel of salvation, to serve His 
people with the Means of Grace, and to edify or build up His mystical 
body, the Church of true believers (Ephesians 4:8-12).   As our Divine 
Priest, He intercedes or pleads for us at the Throne of Grace, setting be-
fore His Father the evidence of His vicarious atonement as the purchase-
price of our heavenly citizenship (I John 2:1-2).  And, as our Divine 
King, He rules, governs, and protects His Church in the Kingdom of 
Grace, and controls all things in heaven and earth with divine power and 
majesty (Kingdom of Power) in the interest of His Church (Matthew 
28:18ff.; Romans 8:28; etc.), comforting the hearts of true believers with 
the promise:  “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.  
Amen” (Matthew 28:20). 
 
Since we, as citizens of heaven, “begotten again unto a living hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incor-
ruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
[us] who are kept by the power of God [by the Gospel Romans 1:16] 
through faith unto salvation” (I Peter 1:3-5),  —since we “look for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” to receive us unto Himself (John 14:3), 
we must constantly impress upon our own hearts “I’m but a stranger 
here, heav’n is my home” (TLH 660), so that our hearts are not fixed 
here on earth with our treasure “but a handful of sand that the heart dis-
tresses,” as that “song bird of the Reformation,” Paul Gerhardt, sings 
(TLH 523).  Our hearts must not be fastened to the things of this world, 
this vale of tears, this wilderness of sin, lest we perish with the world.  
The Apostle John warns us:  “Love not the world, neither the things in 
the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him” (1 John 2:15).  For our lives must give evidence of and conform to 
the faith which dwells in our hearts.  If we sincerely believe in Jesus as 
our dear Savior, then we will seek to please Him not only in our 
thoughts and desires, but also in our words and deeds!  The Apostle Paul 
exhorts us:  “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God. …Mortify therefore your members which 
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are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry; for which things’ 
sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedi-
ence” (Colossians 3:1ff).  For true believers in Christ, ascending to 
heaven with their hearts and lives in their everyday activities, should, as 
citizens of heaven, “let [their] light so shine before men, that they may 
see [their] good works and glorify [their] Father which is in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:16).   
 
The Savior told His disciples: “I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself, that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2-3).  In the 
meantime, however, God set Jesus “at His own right hand in the heav-
enly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and domin-
ion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come; and hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him 
to be the head over all things to the church, which is His body, the full-
ness of Him that filleth all in all” (Ephesians 1:20-23).  What a tremen-
dous comfort for us Christians in these last evil days of the world to 
know that Jesus sits on the right hand of the heavenly Father, that is, that 
He rules and fills all things with His almighty power!  The entire Person 
of Christ according to both His divine and human natures, is present with 
His Church to edify it, to protect it, and to preserve it until the end of 
time.  And, by God’s grace, “Our citizenship is in heaven, from whence 
also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20), 
yes, “looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, who, for 
the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).  
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your la-
bor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
 

—M. L. N. 
So I must hasten forward— 

Thank God, the end will come! 
This land of passing shadows 

is not my destined home. 
The everlasting city, 

Jerusalem above, 
this evermore abideth 

my home of light and love. 
            (TLH 586, 5) 
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Do We Truly LOVE the Savior? 
 

“Lovest thou Me?” —John 21:15ff. 
 
The incident is familiar to many believ-
ers.  After His resurrection the Savior 
appeared to His disciples as they were 
fishing on the Sea of Galilee.  They had 
fished all night and had caught nothing.  
Christ performed a miracle, and their 
nets were full of fish (a hundred and 
fifty-three large ones). When they had 
eaten breakfast, the Savior asked Peter 
the question three times, “Lovest thou 
me?”  And when Peter answered, “Thou 
knowest that I loved Thee,” Christ told 
him to feed His lambs and His sheep.  It 
is right and proper to consider this ques-

tion of the Lord Jesus, “Lovest thou Me?”, as if it were personally ad-
dressed directly to each one of us.  After all, the Law of God speaks to 
every one of us when it says: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37).  
And as Christians who know, confide in, and truly appreciate the unmer-
ited love of God in Christ Jesus for our forgiveness and salvation, we 
cannot but love Him in return.  “We love Him, because He first loved 
us” (I John 4:19).  Furthermore, if this love for the Lord is sincere, we 
will cherish His Word and earnestly strive to follow it in our lives.  Jesus 
says: “If a man love Me, he will keep My Words” (John 14:23). 
 
When considering what true Christian love is all about, Christ is our 
model and example.  He showed His great love for us in suffering and 
dying on the cross for our sins.  And because we believe what Christ did 
for us in saving us from the punishment that we deserved for our sins, 
we will, according to our New Man of faith,  respond with acts of kind-
ness and love toward our fellowmen.  “Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another” (I John 4:11).  Our chief concern should 
always be the salvation of their souls.  Therefore, we should go and 
make disciples of “all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever [Christ has] commanded [us]” (Matthew 28:19).  
Jesus did not commit to all Christians the Apostleship, nor the Office of 
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the Ministry, but He does expect us all to deny ourselves, to take up 
our crosses, and to follow Him as the evidence of our love for Him. 
 
The Bible teaches us that as believers in Christ we are to love Him, and 
because we love Him we will want to take the sinless Christ for our ex-
ample and follow in His steps (I Peter 2:21).  We do this, He tells us, by 
keeping His Commandments (John 14:15), that is, by walking in the fruits 
of the Spirit (Galatians 5:25) in our lives of Christian sanctification, moti-
vated by His great love for us (I John 4:19).  We focus in this meditation 
on cultivating innocence, patience, and humility. 
 
Christ is an example or model for us in His innocence.  The Apostle 
said, “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth” (I Peter 
2:22).  This is a quotation from Isaiah 53, where the Prophet said con-
cerning the suffering Messiah: “He had done no violence, neither was 
any deceit in His mouth.”  Christ had to suffer as no one else ever suf-
fered.  He was falsely accused, mocked, spit on, scourged, and cruci-
fied.  But He was perfectly innocent.  He had done nothing worthy of 
punishment.  He “knew no sin,” St. Paul said (II Corinthians 5:21).  
He was innocent, and in this regard He has left us an example that we 
should “follow His steps” (I Peter 2:21). 
 
In this sinful world we will also have to suffer.  But, of course, we are 
not perfectly innocent as our Savior was.  Our suffering, unlike the 
Savior’s, may at times be a result of our own sins and not always the 
sins of others.  When the mirror of God’s Law reveals how we have 
transgressed His Commandments, we must not seek to justify or ex-
cuse our sinfulness by pointing to the sins of others, but humbly re-
pent before the Lord our God, whose justice we have offended.  And 
through the Gospel of God’s grace, let us be strengthened in our abil-
ity and desire to follow the example of Christ’s holiness in our lives 
out of love for Him. 
 
Jesus is also an example for us to follow in His patience.  Of Him we are 
told: “Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, 
He threatened not, but committed Himself to Him that judgeth right-
eously” (I Peter 2:23).  How patient Christ was in His suffering!  Most of 
the time He remained silent.  As a sheep before his shearers is dumb, so 
He did not open His mouth.  When He poured out His life on the cross, 
His enemies insulted Him, abused Him with their vicious tongues, and 
provoked Him.  “They that passed by railed on Him, wagging their 
heads, and saying, Ah, Thou that destroyest the temple and buildest it in 
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three days, save Thyself” (Matthew 27:40)!  But did Christ answer them 
back?  He who had the power to crush His revilers to pieces with a single 
look—did He return “evil for evil, or railing for railing” (I Peter 3:9) or 
pronounce a curse upon them for their blasphemies?  No, He “reviled not 
again…He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously” (I Peter 2:23).  Patiently He bore all His sufferings and even 
prayed for His murderers when they crucified Him, saying: “Father forgive 
them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
 
We ought to take the patience of Christ for our example.  When we 
have to suffer, we are often tempted to lose our patience, to murmur 
against God because He sends us such heavy burdens, to seek help in an 
unlawful way, to resent the evil that is done to us, to repay with evil 
those who have wronged us, to revile, to threaten, to take revenge.  But 
instead of giving in to such wickedness, we should rather learn patience 
from Christ when we have to suffer, follow His great example, and 
walk in His steps out of love for Him. 
 
Furthermore, Christ should be an example for us in His humility and 
love.  We are told that on the night in which He was betrayed He 
washed His disciples’ feet and said, “I have given you an example that 
ye should do as I have done to you” (John 13:15).  This washing of the 
feet was an act by which He taught His disciples that they must not ex-
alt themselves above each other, but serve one another and not shrink 
away from the lowliest service in doing good. 
 
And so we ought to take Christ for our example and humble ourselves, 
“not minding high things, but condescending to men of low es-
tate” (Romans 12:16), as the Apostle said —not thinking all the time of 
ourselves, but considering ourselves to be servants having a duty to 
help others.  Our Savior’s entire life on earth was spent saying and do-
ing good things.  As His followers, we should be doing the same in love 
and gratitude for all that He has done for us.  “He that saith he abideth 
in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked” (I John 2:6).  
If we have a true, living faith in Christ, we will want to emulate Christ’s 
holiness in our lives (James 2:17, 20, 26).  “If we say that we have fel-
lowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth” (I 
John 1:6).  Because good works are a necessary fruit of saving faith and 
give clear evidence of such faith, on the Last Day Christ will say to 
those on His right hand: “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was 
an hungered, and ye gave Me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave Me 
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drink; I was a stranger, and ye took Me in; naked, and ye clothed Me; I 
was sick, and ye visited Me; I was in prison, and ye came unto Me.…
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me” (Matthew 25:34-36, 
40).  If, in true faith, we do good to others in word and in deed, we take 
Christ for our example and walk in His steps. 
 
What will be our motive for doing this?  And from where does the abil-
ity to do so come?  Not by our own natural power will we follow 
Christ’s example of love towards our fellow man; but by means of His 
precious Gospel, in which He offers to all men the fruits of His great 
redemptive work, He furnishes us with both the willingness and the 
power to follow His example.  Many people think they can do this by 
their own power.  They consider the heart of Christianity to consist 
merely in following Christ’s example; thus they seek to earn God’s fa-
vor by their works.  And when they have done a charitable deed, or per-
formed an act of kindness, or brought a sacrifice in some way, they think 
they have followed Christ’s example, even though their hearts remain 
unchanged, and they love sin as much as always.  And it is only from 
selfishness, for the sake of gain and reward, that they do good to others. 
 
But the power and willingness to follow Christ’s example we receive 
from Christ Himself.  He alone can endow us with power and strength 
to follow His steps.  When we try to imitate Christ by our own natural 
power, we fail, we deceive ourselves, we sink into self-righteousness.  
But we must, first of all, see our natural, sinful condition through the 
Law of God.  Damnable sinners that we are, we must understand that 
“all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6) when consid-
ered apart from Christ’s righteousness.  And we must be filled with a 
longing for that Savior who has already redeemed us from sin, death, 
and hell without any meritorious contributions on our part (Luther, Sec-
ond Article, “What Does This Mean?”).  Thankfully, in Jesus we have a 
Savior who is mighty to save, who furnishes us by means of His Gospel 
and Holy Sacraments with the power and strength to be His true follow-
ers by faith in Him, and to walk in His steps as a fruit of this faith. 
 
To have Christ as our model and to follow His example we must be-
lieve in Christ, “who,” as St. Peter says, “His own self bare our sins in 
His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness, by whose stripes ye were healed” (I Peter 2:24).  Imitat-
ing Christ will not save us, even if we should accomplish much in this 
world by His grace as far as following in His steps is concerned.  Our 
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salvation was earned for us by the perfect life, suffering, and death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  By faith in Him, without the deeds of the Law (Romans 
3:28), we “receive the promise of eternal inheritance” (Hebrews 9:15).  So 
when considering the question of Christ, “Lovest Thou Me?”, let us always 
respond with a genuine “Thou knowest that I love Thee” and demonstrate 
the truth of this confession by gladly following Him according to His Word.  
 

—D. G. R. 

Thee will I love, my Strength, my Tower;  
Thee will I love, my Hope, my Joy.  
Thee will I love with all my power,  
with ardor time shall ne'er destroy.  

Thee will I love, O Light Divine,  
so long as life is mine.  

  
Thee will I love, my Life, my Savior,  
who art my best and truest Friend.  
Thee will I love and praise forever,  
for never shall Thy kindness end.  
Thee will I love with all my heart;  

Thou my Redeemer art.  
   

Oh, keep me watchful, then, and humble 
and suffer me no more to stray.  

Uphold me when my feet would stumble,  
nor let me loiter by the way.  

Fill all my nature with Thy light,  
O Radiance strong and bright!  

  
Oh, teach me, Lord, to love Thee truly  
with soul and body, head and heart;  
and grant me grace that I may duly  

practice fore'er love's sacred art.  
Grant that my every thought may be  

directed e'er to Thee. 
  

     (TLH 399, 1, 2, 4, 5) 
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Jesus’ Promise of 
the Comforter  

to His Disciples 
and to US 

 
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He shall teach you all things and bring all 
things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you.  
Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you; not as the 
world giveth give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nei-
ther let it be afraid.” —John 14:26-27 
 
Even long before the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Sav-
ior’s disciples, the Day of Pentecost was an important festival of the Jew-
ish church-year, the “Feast of Weeks” ordained by God through Moses 
(Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10) as a harvest festival in which the 
first-fruits of the barley and wheat crop were cut and laid before the Lord 
in thanksgiving for His bounty.  It occurred seven full weeks or 50 days 
after the Passover; and the very word “Pentecost” reminds us of this tim-
ing, for it means “fiftieth,” the 50th day after Easter, as we reckon it on 
our Christian church calendar today.   It was indeed a fitting time for the 
Savior’s promise of the Comforter to be fulfilled because, on that particu-
lar Pentecost, on that seventh Sunday after Jesus’ mighty resurrection 
from the dead, a virtual “bumper-crop” harvest of souls was realized as 
the result of this miracle-outpouring of the Comforter upon the Savior’s 
apostles.  It is for this reason that Pentecost Sunday has been set aside or 
dedicated since that time as the Feast of the Holy Spirit. 
 
It therefore behooves us, who celebrated the Feast of the Holy Spirit 
this year on May 11, to examine more closely the words of the standard 
Gospel lesson traditionally read on that festive day and to study care-
fully Jesus’ promise of “the Comforter” to His disciples and to US.  
For from our Savior’s words, we learn not only who this “Comforter” 
is and in what His special work consists, but also how His gracious op-
eration affects the hearts and lives of those in whom it is accomplished. 
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Interestingly enough, this special promise of the Lord Jesus begins with 
the Word “but.”  Even though Jesus had often manifested forth His 
glory to His disciples, showing Himself without doubt to be the very 
Son of God; even though He had suffered and died in fulfillment of so 
many direct prophecies of the Messiah to come; and even though these 
dear disciples of His confessed Him to be “the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God” — yes, in spite of all these clear and certain evidences of 
Jesus’ true mission to this sinful world— they were yet, oh, so weak in 
their understanding, having in some cases only the sketchiest idea of the 
“plan of salvation” (as basic as THAT is to our faith).  And in spite of 
the fact that Jesus Himself had taught them personally, in His own 
words and by His own perfect example, He knew full well that they 
desperately needed a FULL and COMPLETE understanding of His person 
and work, and the ability then to impart this blessed message to others, 
as Jesus had commissioned them.  And so, in this discourse or conver-
sation before us, Jesus had been instructing them with great care, 
“being yet present with [them]” (v. 25), knowing that much of what He 
said was going, as we say, “in one ear and out the other,” and that much 
of it would soon be forgotten.  And so he said: “But the Comforter…,” 
namely, even if they fail fully to grasp things now, this Comforter was 
coming soon to be their Source of wisdom and knowledge, of under-
standing and faith, of strength and perseverance.  His instruction, yea, 
His sacred operation in their hearts, would make all the difference! 
 
But just who was this “Comforter” to be?  Yet another prophet perhaps 
like Moses or Elijah?  No, for Jesus calls Him “the Holy Ghost” —the 
very Spirit of God Himself, the third person of the Holy Trinity, of 
whom the believers in the Old Testament knew from the Holy Scrip-
tures.  For already in the first words of Genesis, the Lord’s Word states 
so clearly:  “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”  
And the Psalmist prays in Psalm 51: “Cast me not away from Thy pres-
ence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.”  Indeed, from the divine 
names He bears, from the divine attributes He possesses, and from the 
divine honor and glory ascribed to Him in the Scriptures, not only Je-
sus’ own disciples but we as well can easily recognize the “Holy 
Ghost,” “the Comforter,” to be true God, very God with the Father and 
the Son (cf. the Nicene Creed). 
 
And Jesus continues His description of this Holy Spirit, saying, “whom 
the Father will send” —fully accredited as belonging to that eternal 
Godhead whose unity or oneness between the persons surpasses human 
understanding— “in My name” —because Jesus will have ascended to 
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the right hand of His Father by the time this “Comforter” is sent, Jesus, 
the one and only Mediator and Advocate, whose perfect sacrifice made 
possible God’s reconciliation of the world unto Himself — “in My 
name,” namely, “for My sake,” the Father in heaven will send this 
Comforter, this Holy Spirit, to Jesus’ disciples and eventually also to 
us, to be our Comforter,  our assurance that, for Christ’s sake, there is 
now no more enmity between God and men, but that God Himself, in 
the person of the Holy Ghost, actually deigns to come to us (15:26), to 
dwell in us (Romans 8:11; I Corinthians 3:16), to comfort (Acts 9:31) 
and to help us (Romans 8:26). 
 
But now we ask, as we consider Jesus’ words, “What specifically is the 
work of this blessed Comforter, and how does He accomplish this work 
in the hearts of men?”  The Savior gives us the answer when He says: 
“He shall teach you all things and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”  Now we Christians know 
from our study of God’s Word that the chief work of the Holy Spirit is 
the conversion of natural man from a child of Satan, given to sin and 
vice and devoid of the slightest righteousness pleasing to God — to 
change man from that deplorable and utterly hopeless state into a “new 
creature” (II Corinthians 5:17),  trustingly reliant alone upon God’s 
free grace in Christ Jesus for salvation; and, although good works on his 
part would never help to save him, yet, a “new creature” who earnestly 
desires to please God and to avoid what displeases Him.  Such conver-
sion is alone the work of the Holy Spirit, to whom the prophet Jeremiah 
addresses his plea: “Turn Thou me, and I shall be turned; for Thou art 
the Lord, my God” (31:18).  And without His work of conversion, no 
one can of his own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ as his Lord 
and Savior; for Paul writes to the Corinthians and says: “No man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (I,12:3b). 
 
Moreover, contrary to the teaching of the so-called “enthusiasts,” who 
claim that the Holy Ghost operates without means, that is, simply “out 
of the blue,” Jesus shows in His words before us that the Holy Ghost 
indeed does operate through MEANS, in that He “teaches” and “brings 
Christ’s Word to our remembrance.”  His MEANS of instruction is the 
Word of God, particularly the GOSPEL, which He taught directly to the 
disciples on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4) in fulfillment of Jesus’ 
promise, as well as subsequently (I Corinthians 2:13) as He enabled 
them to preach and to teach publicly with authority.  And still today He 
continues to teach that precious Gospel “through their Word” (John 
17) in the verbally-inspired Scriptures (II Timothy 3:16).  It is that Gos-
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pel which is, in fact, “the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth” (Romans 1:16), the efficacious means through which the 
Holy Ghost calls men to salvation, offers them the blessings earned by 
Christ, and works in them the faith to accept them. 
 
Thus the Holy Spirit, “the Comforter,” is our teacher, who does His 
teaching through the Word, for Paul writes in Romans 10:17, “Faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  His teaching of 
God’s Law, what it requires, and how it condemns man for his mani-
fold transgressions against it —that teaching, properly speaking, does 
not save but kills (II Corinthians 3:6); it kills man’s pride and haughty 
spirit and prepares his heart to receive the soothing balm of the Gospel.  
It is then the Gospel alone that saves us, as it is taught to us by the 
Holy Spirit and brought to our remembrance by the hearing of the 
Word (Romans 10:17; Luke 11:28; etc.) and by daily searching in the 
Holy Scriptures (John 5:39).  It is the Gospel which says: “God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16); “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him” (I John 4:9); “God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them” (II Corinthians 
5:19).  And then, when we, by His grace, accept and cling to these 
wonderful promises of the Gospel and make them our own by faith, 
then “the Comforter” continues still to teach us, and to bring to our 
remembrance all things whatsoever the Lord Jesus said, be it the pure 
Gospel to strengthen us Christians still further in our faith, the Law to 
curb our sinful flesh, to remind us of our sins and our need for the Sav-
ior, and to order our lives as His dear children —matters “profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness,” that, in our lives of sanctification as converted, regenerate 
Christians, we may be complete, “thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works”  (II Timothy 3:16-17). 
 
What a blessing it is for us to know that the Holy Comforter is still 
with us TODAY as the unchanging and omnipresent Lord and Master 
Teacher, whose verbally-inspired Word is completely reliable, authori-
tative, clear, all-sufficient for our faith and life, and never-failing.  For 
as He continues to teach us, to instruct us, and to bring to our remem-
brance the words of our dear Savior, we have the assurance that our 
faith is built on solid rock (Matthew 7:24), on the “foundation of the 
apostles and prophets” (Ephesians 2:20), on the very “Word of our 
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God” which “shall stand forever!” (Is. 40:8).  That fact, in and of it-
self, is of real comfort in these last days of sore distress. 
 
But in His promise Jesus describes for us yet the ultimate comfort that 
all this teaching, reminding, calling, and converting of the Holy Spirit 
brings to us, namely, the end result of it all, when He says: “Peace I 
leave with you; My peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth give I 
unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
 
Faith, that is, true confidence in the promises of the Gospel, faith 
worked in them by the Holy Comforter, brought to the disciples a most 
wonderful and lasting blessing, which the Lord Jesus promised them in 
this very verse (v. 27): “Peace” —not the kind of peace that the world 
gives (temporary peace, shaky peace, uncertain peace, the mere absence 
of outward warfare for a time), no, nothing as transitory as all that!  For 
Jesus’ peace is peace of heart, He tells them: “Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  It is a most wonderful fruit of justi-
fying faith in the Savior to have true peace of heart, “the answer of a 
good conscience toward God” (I Peter 3:21) through the forgiveness of 
our sins, and the blessed knowledge that, as the redeemed and adopted 
children of God, we are now His own, can live under Him in His king-
dom, and can serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness (Luther).  For St. Paul writes to the Romans, chapter 5, 
versed 1: “Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  Moreover, concerning even the temporal trials 
which assail us, we have His ironclad promise that “all things” —even 
the most gruesome and seemingly impossible circumstances of life— 
will “work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
 
No wonder the Savior called His Holy Spirit “the Comforter;” for what 
better comfort could there ever be than to know that this ever-present 
Lord continues to strengthen us in the saving faith by teaching us the 
precious Gospel of Jesus; that He sanctifies our life, bringing to our 
remembrance all those sayings which the Savior caused to be recorded 
in His Word for our “instruction in righteousness,” and enabling us 
with His grace to follow them as obedient and grateful children.  In-
deed, what best comfort of all that, as the result of our justification 
before God —because of His unilateral forgiveness of all our sins for 
Jesus’ sake— we have “peace with God through [Him]” when we 
cling in childlike faith to the promises of His Gospel. 
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May we never “grieve” this Holy Comforter (Ephesians 4:30) nor 
“resist” His work in our hearts (Acts 7:51) by despising the precious 
means of grace by which He accomplishes all these unspeakable bless-
ings in us!   But may we rather “let the Word of Christ,” by which the 
Holy Spirit conveys to us His gracious gifts, “dwell in [us] 
richly” (Colossians 3:16), gladly hear it, learn it, meditate upon it, and 
keep it, “that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope” (Romans 15:4b) and ever keep for ourselves the special 
peace that is ours for Jesus’ sake.  To that end we pray with the Psalmist: 
 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me 
the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 
Spirit!” (Psalm 51:10-12). 

—D. T. M.  
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The WORD of the Gospel –  
The Spirit’s MEANS unto Salvation 

 
“Ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, 

be this known unto you, and hearken to my words.” –Acts 2:14 
 
The words for our Scriptural meditation are taken from the Book of 
Acts where the Apostle Peter stood up to address the gathering of those 
who had just witnessed the miraculous outpouring of God’s Holy Ghost 
in Jerusalem (vv. 1-4).  On this day of Pentecost, fifty days after Easter 
and ten days after He had ascended into heaven, the exalted Christ ful-
filled the Old Testament prophecy in Joel 2:28, the prophecy of John 
the Baptist in Matthew 3:11, as well as His own promise given both in 
John 15:26-27 and in Acts 1:4-8 that He would send the Holy Ghost 
from His Father to His disciples.  Persons “from every nation under 
heaven” (Acts 2:5) heard “the wonderful works of God” (v. 11) not in 
new, unintelligible sounds but in common, everyday language, in 
words that ordinary people could understand (v. 8).  There was no ques-
tion nor any doubt regarding the “words” of the message that Peter, as 
God’s spokesman (cf. Luke 10:16; Acts 1:8; II Corinthians 5:20), was 
to preach, because the Holy Ghost wanted God’s words to be known by 
the “men of Judea” and all that dwelt at Jerusalem.  And so the Holy 
Ghost, through the Apostle Peter as His mouthpiece, implored the peo-
ple not merely to accept what they were witnessing with their eyes, but 
first and foremost to “hearken,” to listen, to “give ear,” to the very 
“words” which the Holy Ghost by divine inspiration was giving Peter 
to proclaim into the ears of the people.  For it was the Holy Ghost who 
in words had first guided Peter himself into all truth (John 16:13) and 
had chosen him to be a witness of Jesus’ completed work of redemption 
and His mighty resurrection from the dead (Acts 10:39-41).  It was then 
also the Holy Ghost who brought three thousand souls to repentance 
and faith in Jesus Christ through the very “words”  which Peter boldly 
preached in Jerusalem (v. 41). 
 
Since God “dwell[eth] in the light which no man can approach unto, 
whom no man hath seen nor can see” (I Timothy 6:16), man is unable 
to inform himself about God (I Corinthians 1:21a; 2:14).   That is, man 
can know God only from His revelation of Himself.  The natural 
knowledge of God’s existence and of certain divine attributes is based 
on God’s revelation to mankind apart from any words or language com-
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municated from God to man.  “God hath showed it unto them” (Romans 
1:19) in nature —to which both God’s creation (Romans 1:20; Psalm 
19:1-3) and man’s conscience (Romans 2:14-15) testify, “so that they 
are without excuse” (Romans 1:20).  However, because of man’s sup-
pression “in unrighteousness” of the very truth of God known by him 
(Romans 1:18-19), he refuses to acknowledge or to worship the Creator 
(vv. 21, 25), resulting in the wrath of God being revealed from heaven 
against all his ungodliness and unrighteousness (v. 18).  This natural 
knowledge of God, then, is altogether insufficient for man to rely upon 
for knowing either who the true God is (Acts 17:23; I Corinthians 1:21a; 
Romans 1:22–23) or how he may be eternally saved from the known 
judgment of God (Romans 1:32) and enter heaven (I Corinthians 2:9). 
 
Therefore, from the beginning of time, God chose to reveal Himself to 
men and to communicate to them by means of words what they other-
wise could not know.  In the Old Testament, God spoke to men directly 
in words which they readily understood, as shown, for example, by His 
verbal communication to Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:28; 2:16; 3:9ff.), to 
Cain (Genesis 4:6, 9), to Noah (Genesis 6:13; 7:1; 8:15-17), to Abraham 
(Genesis 12:1-3, 7), to Moses (Exodus 3:4, 14; Numbers 2:1ff.), and to 
the Children of Israel at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 20:1, 22, etc.).  God also 
spoke to men indirectly through visions in words which they readily un-
derstood, as shown, for example, by His verbal communication to Abra-
ham (Genesis 15:1), to Samuel (I Samuel 3:3ff.), to David (II Samuel 
23:2ff.), to the prophets (Hebrews 1:1), to Joseph (Matthew 1:20-24; 
2:19-20), and to the wise men (Matthew 2:12).  Additionally, He caused 
His prophets in the Old Testament to preach His Word as His mouth-
pieces, shown by the recurring words:  “Thus saith the Lord, 
…” (Exodus 5:1; Judges 6:8; Isaiah 28:16 — just three examples of hun-
dreds available) in His verbal communication to His chosen people of 
Israel.  In the New Testament, Jesus commissioned His apostles to 
preach His Word which the people were to hear as from His own mouth 
(Luke 10:16; cf. also II Timothy 4:2a).  Finally, the Holy Spirit inspired 
or breathed into His holy penmen the very words which they spoke and 
wrote down (I Corinthians 2:13; II Peter 1:21), which constitute “a more 
sure Word of prophecy” than even eyewitness knowledge of God and 
His grace (II Peter 1:19). 
 
The Holy Scriptures, then, are the special revelation of God set forth in 
human language, in human speech, “in the words…which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth” (I Corinthians 2:13).  We are told in the words of the 
Holy Ghost that the Scriptures are inspired, for “All Scripture is given 
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by inspiration of God” (II Timothy 3:16), and that God Himself speaks 
to mankind in language through His chosen writers, “for the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter 1:21).  Since the Scrip-
tures were precisely “written for our learning” (Romans 15:4), it is in 
words by which God makes Himself known also to US poor sinners 
and declares His will also for US and for OUR eternal salvation.  For 
the things which God has prepared for us who love Him because He 
first loved us (I John 4:19), “God hath revealed them unto us by His 
Spirit …that we might know the things that are freely given to us of 
God, …which things also [the apostles] speak …in the words …which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth” (I Corinthians 2:10-13).  For us sinners de-
serving of eternal damnation (Romans 6:23a; Galatians 3:10), it is only 
in the Scriptures that the Holy Ghost in His words reveals to us the 
good and gracious will of God in Christ Jesus, namely that “God will 
have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth” (I Timothy 2:4). 
 
We are also told in the words of the Holy Ghost that the Holy Scriptures 
are IMPORTANT since it is only God’s words that give witness to Jesus 
Christ as our only Savior from sin (Acts 4:12; 10:43) and “are able to 
make [us] wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (II 
Timothy 3:15).  We are told in the words of the Holy Ghost that the 
Holy Scriptures are CLEAR, as we learn that “the entrance of Thy words 
giveth light, it giveth understanding unto the simple” (Psalm 119:130), 
preeminently, though not exclusively, with respect to everything that is 
necessary to be known for our eternal salvation and to train us Christians 
in holy living.  This clarity is such that the Holy Scriptures are of no 
“private interpretation” (II Peter 1:20) because there is no question 
what our Lord means by what He says to us in the words He uses, and 
when Scripture itself is allowed to interpret Scripture (Scriptura Scrip-
turam interpretatur).  We are told in the words of the Holy Ghost that 
the Holy Scriptures are AUTHORITATIVE as the source and standard of 
Christian faith and life,  that is, of Christian doctrine and practice, since 
as Christians we are “built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets” (Ephesians 2:20).  This authority of God’s Word is also such 
that the words themselves have the divine power to secure their very ac-
ceptance (Romans 1:16; 10:17; I Peter 1:23, etc.) because, as God’s own 
words, they are self-validating (Numbers 23:19), and, as God, “He could 
swear by no greater” (Hebrews 6:13).  We are told in the words of the 
Holy Ghost that the Holy Scriptures are TRUE and WITHOUT ERROR, as 
even our baptized little children, by God’s grace, know and can recite 
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the words of Holy Writ: “Thy Word is truth” (John 17:17).  We are 
even guaranteed by our Savior Himself that the integrity of His Word 
not only includes single words but also extends to the smallest parts of 
words (Matthew 5:18-19).  “God is not a man, that He should 
lie” (Numbers 23:19); and, since “no prophecy of the Scripture is of 
any private interpretation” (II Peter 1:20), the Holy Ghost assures us 
that His truth is resident in the words and not in the interpretation of 
His Word.  We are told in the words of the Holy Ghost that the Scrip-
tures are ALL-SUFFICIENT for our faith unto salvation (John 6:63; Luke 
16:29, 31), and are “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect 
[complete], thoroughly furnished [equipped] unto all good works” to 
His glory alone (II Timothy 3:16-17).  The precious doctrines which are 
according to Godliness (I Timothy 6:3) are conveyed in the words of 
Scripture (I Timothy 4:6) and not in any extra-Biblical sources and 
standards of faith. 
 
Furthermore, we are told in the words of the Holy Ghost that the Word 
of the Gospel is EFFICACIOUS as the means whereby He regenerates 
men (I Peter 1:23), sanctifies them (II Corinthians 5:14-15; Ephesians 
2:10), and preserves them in saving faith unto salvation (I Peter 1:5; 
compare with Romans 1:16).  There is divine, supernatural power both 
in the words of God’s holy Law, first to work in us true contrition over 
our damnable sins, and then also in the words of the precious Gospel of 
Christ, as the means whereby the Holy Ghost  works in us saving faith 
by giving us “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 4:6).  Even Holy Baptism, as a means 
of bestowing upon us God’s gracious blessings of forgiveness, life, and 
eternal salvation earned by Jesus Christ, derives its regenerative and 
saving power from the promise of the Word of the Gospel, since it is 
“not simple water only” (Luther’s Small Catechism, The Nature and 
Power of Baptism) but “the washing of water by the Word” (Ephesians 
5:26).  Also the Lord’s Supper, as a means of grace in which we receive 
the true body and true blood of Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 
derives its strengthening and preserving power from the Word of the 
Gospel, since it is “not the eating and drinking indeed that does 
them” (Luther’s Small Catechism, How can bodily eating and drinking 
do such great things?) but the words written, “given for you” and 
“shed for you …for the remission of sins” (Luke 22:19-20; compare 
with Matthew 26:28). 
 
Given this wonderful blessing of having the words of our God as the 
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Spirit’s MEANS unto salvation and unto godliness of living, the fruit of 
saving faith, how could we not hear, learn, study, confess, and proclaim 
the Word of God for the eternal welfare of ourselves and others?  Our 
sinful flesh, which clings to us until death (Romans 7:14-24), “lusteth 
against the Spirit” and is contrary to the Spirit “so that [we] cannot do 
the things that [we] would” (Galatians 5:17).  Therefore, it is in the 
words of the Holy Ghost that we are warned against DESPISING the 
words of Scripture; for “whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me 
and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him also 
shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He cometh in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).  We are warned against DE-
VALUING the words of Scripture when Jesus says:  “If ye abide in Me, 
and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you” (John 15:7), and against DISMISSING the words of 
Scripture, as did many of His erstwhile followers, who said of what 
Jesus told them: “This is an hard saying, who can hear it?” (John 
6:60).  In contrast, His faithful disciples said: “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).  We are warned 
against MANIPULATING the words of Scripture, for “Behold, I am 
against the prophets, saith the Lord, that use their tongues and say, ‘He 
saith’” (Jeremiah 23:31), and “they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest…the Scriptures unto their own destruction” (II Peter 3:16).  Fi-
nally, we are warned in the words of the Holy Ghost against even 
DOUBTING the words of Scripture which are able to save men’s souls 
(James 1:21b), and against REJECTING God’s Word, as “if any man 
teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to 
Godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing” (I Timothy 6:3-4); and that 
lack of the saving knowledge of eternal life (John 17:3) is, of course, 
potentially disastrous (Mark 16:16; John 3:36)!  
 
However, for the preservation of our New Man of faith, it is also in the 
words of the Holy Ghost that we are exhorted to hold in highest re-
gard the preaching and teaching of the Word of God (Isaiah 66:2), and 
to hear regularly and to listen attentively to it (Isaiah 55:10-11; Luke 
11:28), whereby faith is created and strengthened in the heart, as “faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17).  
We are exhorted to read and to study diligently and reverently the 
Word of God (John 5:39) so as to nourish our souls on the “milk of the 
Word” for growth in grace and knowledge, that the strength of our faith 
may increase (I Peter 2:2; II Peter 3:18).  It is in the words of the Holy 
Ghost that we are exhorted to learn gladly the Word of God, as “I will 
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delight myself in Thy statutes; I will not forget Thy Word” (Psalm 
119:16), and to meditate devoutly upon it, for “I will meditate in Thy 
precepts, and have respect unto Thy ways” (Psalm 119:15).  We are 
exhorted to believe the Word of God, as “these are written, that ye 
might believe…, and that believing ye might have life through His 
name” (John 20:31).  We are also to follow and to continue gladly in 
it, living according to His Word as the fruit of our faith, for Jesus tells 
us: “If a man love Me, he will keep My words” (John 14:23); and David 
asks: “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?  By taking 
heed thereto according to Thy Word” (Psalm 119:9). 
 
May we therefore heed the Lord’s own exhortation in the words of the 
Holy Ghost to love the Word of God (Psalm 119:97) as the only true 
and reliable source and standard of Christian doctrine (John 8:31-32; 
Ephesians 2:20), as the means whereby saving faith is engendered, 
strengthened and preserved (I Peter 1:23; John 17:20; I Peter 1:5), and 
as the rule for our lives of sanctification, “the fruit of the spirit” and 
visible evidence of the grace of God in our Christian walk of life here 
in time and hereafter in eternity (Matthew 5:16)! 
 

Precious Jesus, I beseech Thee, 
may Thy words take root in me; 

may this gift from heav’n enrich me 
so that I bear fruit for Thee! 

Take them never from my heart 
till I see Thee as Thou art, 

when in heav’nly bliss and glory 
I shall greet Thee and adore Thee. 

 

       (TLH 296, 4) 
 

— Jason A. Mabe, Seminarian 
(Submitted through his Pastor) 
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“These Three 
Are One” 

 
 
 
The doctrine of the Trinity is a fundamental doctrine of the Chris-
tian faith, “which faith,” we confess in the Athanasian Creed, 
“except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he 
shall perish everlastingly.  And the catholic [i.e. universal] faith is 
this, that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 
confounding the Persons nor dividing the Substance” (Triglot, pp. 
31, 33; The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 53).  This doctrine is set forth in 
clear and unmistakable passages of Holy Writ in both the Old and 
New Testaments, although, admittedly, the New Testament passages 
are the “more clear” sedes doctrinae. [“The New Testament lies in 
the Old concealed; the Old Testament is in the New re-
vealed” (Augustine)].  Because the Bible itself testifies that God’s 
Word is clear, enlightening, edifying, inerrant, infallible, authorita-
tive and all-sufficient for our faith and life (Psalm 119:105, 130; II 
Peter 1:19; John 8:31-32; Ephesians 2:20; John 10:35; 17:17, 20; 
Luke 16:29, 31; etc., etc.), we do not speak of “unclear” passages; 
for there is no Word of God that confuses the hearer, leads him 
astray, misdirects his hope, contradicts or undermines another pas-
sage, or in any way  weakens, injures or destroys a person’s faith.  
Any such allegation flies directly in the face of God Himself!  Those 
who ascribe to Scripture their lack of understanding or the cause of 
their spiritual demise are themselves the stumblingblock to their own 
faith; for, as Peter writes concerning those who are “unlearned” —
willingly ignorant of the Scriptures, their nature, and their purpose—  
and “unstable” —not grounded on the foundation of Holy Writ in 
both the Old and New Testaments (cf. Ephesians 2:20), they 
“wrest” [i.e. twist, pervert] the  “Scriptures unto their own destruc-
tion” (II Peter 3:16). 

“There are three that bear record in 
heaven: The Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost; and these three are One.” 
 

—I John 5:7 
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We have, for example, in our Explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism 
(St. Louis, C.P.H., 1943) selected prooftexts [sedes doctrinae] which 
clearly set forth the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and prove beyond any 
shadow of doubt that “the only true God is the Triune God: Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, three distinct Persons in one divine Being, or Es-
sence” (Q/A 26, p. 49).  There are, of course, also many other clear and 
certain passages of Holy Writ which establish this doctrine in words so 
unmistakable that they neither require nor permit of any interpretation 
(the definition of a sedes doctrinae).  Happily, therefore, we confess with 
Dr. Pieper, the preeminent dogmatician of the once-orthodox Missouri 
Synod:  “It is a characteristic of the Lutheran Church that it does not base 
its doctrine on any exegesis [interpretation], not even on the exegesis of 
Luther, but on the bare words of Scripture” (F. Pieper, Christian Dog-
matics. I, p. 323).  This is particularly significant since there are those 
among so-called “confessional” Lutherans today who make the prepos-
terous claim that the Lutheran Confessions (viz. the Book of Concord of 
1580) “norm” the Scriptures (not the other way around) because without 
them no one would know how to interpret the passages of Holy Writ 
“properly.”  We ask such misguided zealots: “Whatever did the Chris-
tians do before 1580 to ascertain the true meaning of passages which had 
been written for their learning (Romans 15:4)??  Whatever happened to 
the principle set forth in Scripture itself and echoed, for example, in the 
Apology of the Augsburg Confession (Triglot, §60, p. 441) and in the 
Brief Statement of 1932 (¶ 2) that Holy Scripture is the sole source and 
norm of Christian doctrine and practice??” 
 
By deliberately choosing I John 5:7 as the title-text of this article, this 
writer did not intend to re-open the  proverbial “can of worms” created 
by textual critics who allege that these words of the Apostle John, re-
ferred to by them as the “Johannine comma,” are an “interpolation” or 
later addition to a certain few Greek manuscripts of the New Testament 
and are therefore not to be regarded as Holy Writ.  Nevertheless we shall 
comment on that controversy very briefly in passing.  This allegation of 
textual critics is based upon their “scholarship” and their “investigation” 
of the early manuscripts known to be in existence still today and upon 
certain “canons” or assumptions which they have devised, accepted, and 
set forth as the ground rules for “establishing the text” of Scripture, that 
is, for determining to the best of their ability which words of the various 
manuscripts most likely represent the text of the original autographs (the 
texts written by the holy writers themselves by inspiration of God).  
When they thus decide, on the basis of their collective judgment, schol-
arship, research, and “scientific” investigation that certain words, verses 
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and sections of Scripture are of “doubtful” origin and that they do not 
belong to the original text because, in their opinion, a) they are not found 
in the oldest manuscripts, b) they are not found in the “best” manu-
scripts,  c) they are found in only a few manuscripts,  d) they do not ap-
pear in the early lectionaries of the church, and  e) they are not quoted by 
any of the early church fathers, the “professional” critics make it their 
business to determine what the Word of God is.  As to their judgments, 
they do not always agree among themselves because many of them are 
simply “educated guesses.” 
 
Dr. Pieper, in his brief discussion about our passage, states the follow-
ing, which is both interesting and instructive: 
 

In our opinion the decision as to the authenticity or spuriousness of 
these words depends on the understanding of certain words of Cyp-
rian [an early church father, bishop of Carthage, who died in 258 A. 
D.  –Ed.], which are about two hundred years older than our oldest 
codices. …Cyprian is quoting [in his De Unitate Ecclesiae] John 
10:30 [“I and the Father are one”].  And he immediately adds: 
“And again it is written of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Ghost: ‘And the three are One.’ ” …Cyprian states distinctly that he 
is quoting Bible passages, not only in the words: “I and the Father 
are one,” but also in the words:  “And again it is written of the Fa-
ther and the Son and the Holy Ghost.”  These are, in our opinion the 
objective facts.  …Now, since the words of Cyprian are about two 
hundred years older than the oldest preserved codices (B and a), it is 
not fair to say that those are out of date who consider the words re-
ferring to the three witnesses in heaven to be genuine (e.g., Besser, 
Stoeckhardt, Sander, Mayer, and others).  (F. Pieper, Christian Dog-
matics, I, pp. 340-341.) 

 
Fortunately, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity does not hang for its au-
thority on this passage alone, as noted before; and, since this passage 
only states what other clear passages state about the unity of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost and their witness in heaven concerning the 
eternal decree of redemption and the Father’s gift of His Son to the 
world for its redemption and salvation, there is simply no demonstrable 
reason for anyone surreptitiously to have added these words to the 
words of John’s epistle as an “interpolation.” 
 
Finally, as a matter of principle, we have God’s own assurance that 
we have His Word in its truth and purity — even in translation 
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(Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15) — and that our confidence in that fact 
does not rest upon human scholarship, the judgment of professional 
linguists and historians, and the findings of archaeologists.  Take, for 
example, the statement of God’s primary will that He “will have all 
men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (I Timo-
thy 2:4).  Does this require that “all men” have in their possession the 
“best and oldest manuscripts” and the benefits of scholarship in a re-
constructed text in order to have “the knowledge of the truth” ??  
Hardly!  When the Lord Jesus bids us continue in His Word (John 8:31-
32), does that require every Christian over the past 2,000 years to have 
had the benefits of “scientific research” and archaeological finds in or-
der to “know the truth” ??  Of course not!  When the Savior tells us to 
“search the Scriptures” for “eternal life” (John 5:39), to which manu-
scripts does He refer?  Or do we already have those Scriptures, in 
faithful translation, on the basis of completely reliable texts (like the 
Textus Receptus upon which our King James translation rests)?  We do 
not have the Word of God merely in a generic sense, in a general sense, 
assured only that all the doctrines have been preserved against perver-
sion in spite of the so-called “variant readings” that occur between the 
various extant manuscripts.  For then the doctrine of verbal inspiration 
would be of little comfort to us in these latter days when no one can 
produce an “original autograph” for our examination.  No, my dearly 
beloved brethren, God Himself promises that His Word will stand 
forever as the incorruptible Seed that regenerates the soul (Isaiah 40:8; 
I Peter 1:23, 25), that in its hearing it produces faith (Romans 10:17), 
that it is our Lamp and Light in the spiritual darkness of this world 
(Psalm 119:105), that it shows us the way to heaven (John 5:39), that it 
is our only source of spiritual truth (John 8:31-32); that the words of 
both “the apostles and prophets” comprise the foundation of our faith 
(Ephesians 2:20); that it is able to give understanding not only to schol-
ars and theologians but to “the simple” (Psalm 119:130), and that it is 
able to keep us unto salvation (I Peter 1:5; Romans 1:16).  Not merely 
the doctrines but also the very “words” of our Savior (Matthew 24:35; 
Luke 21:33; Mark 13:31; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; John 6:63, 68; 8:47; 
12:48; 14:23; etc., etc.) have been providentially preserved to us by our 
gracious God for our faith, for its edification, for our sanctification of 
life to His glory, and for our preservation even unto the end.  Of that, 
every Christian can and should be certain despite every effort of scof-
fers and skeptics to cast doubt upon the inspiration, inerrancy, author-
ity, clarity, all-sufficiency, and durability of the Word of God! 
 
Now, as to the reassuring content of the so-called “Johannine comma” 
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for our faith in the Triune God and His eternal decree of redemption, let 
us yet examine the text itself.  What is “the record that God gave of His 
Son” (v. 10) —the record that we are to believe in order to be saved?  
Verse 11, the last verse of the section, is really its summary: “This is 
the record: That God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son.”  “This is the record,” namely, the precious Gospel (or “good 
news”) of our salvation in Jesus Christ, that everlasting life in heaven is 
“the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8) to unworthy, wretched and miserable 
sinners; that salvation was purchased and won by Christ, when, as 
man’s Substitute, He perfectly kept God’s Law and paid the penalty of 
our guilt (Romans 5:19; Isaiah 53; Hebrews 10:14); and that this salva-
tion is received by faith in this precious Gospel, by childlike confidence 
only in God’s mercy for Jesus’ sake, totally apart from the works of the 
Law (Romans 3:28). 
 
This sure and certain testimony of the Gospel is a matter of divine re-
cord in heaven, John tells us, as the Triune God devised and decreed it 
in eternity.  “There are three that bear record in heaven:  The Father, 
the Word [that is the eternal Son of God, John 1:1-2, 14], and the Holy 
Ghost.  And these three are one.” The Scriptures teach that, in eternity 
already, “before the foundation of the world,” Peter writes in his First 
Epistle (1:20), the only-begotten Son of God “was foreordained” to be 
a sacrificial “lamb without blemish and without spot” (v. 19), whose 
holy, precious blood would purchase salvation for sinful mankind.  This 
“decree of redemption” was the eternal act of God, in which all three 
persons of the Trinity concurred —an act of divine goodness, grace 
and mercy toward the whole human race (which God had not yet cre-
ated), whose fall into sin He had foreseen in His omniscience, but 
whose disobedience He had neither desired nor willed. 
 
The Father “gave His only-begotten Son,” we read in John 3 verse 16, 
and “sent Him forth… when the fullness of the time was come… to re-
deem them that were under the Law,” Paul writes in Galatians 4.  The 
Son “humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross” (Philippians 2:8) and thus “gave Himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time” (I Timothy 2:6).  And the Holy Ghost is the 
“Oil of Gladness” with which Christ was “anointed” by God to be the 
bonafide Savior of mankind (Psalm 45:7) —not anointed “by meas-
ure” (John 3:34), in a limited way as we are, but without measure as 
the Spirit’s own testimony to the surety of this wonderful “decree of 
redemption”!  “And these three […the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost…] are one,” John says in our title-text.  Their unanimous, divine 
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“record in heaven” is sure and certain for our sakes, as sure and cer-
tain as God is God; as sure and certain as “the Father is God, the Son is 
God, and the Holy Ghost is God; and yet they are not three Gods but 
one God,” as we confess in our Athanasian Creed. 
 
John also points out in verse 9 that “if we receive the witness of 
men” (in such trivial earthly matters as what fallible men have to say 
about “unseen” things like atoms, radiation, electrical current, and le-
thal gases), “the witness of God is greater!  For this is the witness of 
God, which He hath testified of His Son.”  This “record” or “witness 
of God” is also a matter of testimony here “in earth” (v. 8).  The Gos-
pel in the Holy Scriptures (“the Spirit”), together with the Holy Sacra-
ments (“the water, and the blood”), comprise the “witness of God” 
Himself!  And who would dare to call God “a liar” by not believing 
Him??  Yet, that is exactly what a person does, John says in verse 10, 
who “believeth not God because he believeth not the record that God 
gave of His Son.” 
 
“This is the record” to which we must hold fast as the sure and cer-
tain testimony of good news to our quaking hearts when Satan assails 
us, when he holds our sin and guilt before our eyes, and when he threat-
ens to devour us in everlasting damnation: “This is the record:  That 
God hath given to US eternal life; and this life is in His Son” (v. 11).  It 
is the sure and certain testimony of the Gospel of salvation —a mat-
ter of eternal record in heaven in the Holy Trinity, the one true God, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost having decreed it as one undivided Unity; 
a matter attested to here on earth in the Means of Grace, the Gospel and 
the Sacraments, through which the Holy Spirit works, strengthens, and 
keeps saving faith in our hearts; and a matter confirmed to us by the 
internal testimony of the Spirit (v. 10), as we cling to that Holy Re-
cord in childlike confidence. 
 
What a wonderful passage of God’s Holy Word is this message of the 
Apostle John from God Himself, “given by inspiration of God” (II 
Timothy 3:16), confirming other sure and certain sedes doctrinae which 
establish the fundamental doctrines of the Holy Trinity, of the redemp-
tive work of Christ, decreed already in eternity, and of eternal life as the 
free gift of God to the “ungodly” (Romans 4:5) for Christ’s sake!  To 
our blessed Triune God be all honor and glory, world without end! 

 
—D. T. M. 
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From Our Russian Brethren…   
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(Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!   
–Psalm 133:1) 

 
The following letter from Pastor Schurganoff is directed to our readers, 
especially to the members of our Conference congregations, as an up-
date concerning his work in Ekaterinburg, a metropolis in the Ural 
Mountains of Russia, and the status and welfare of his little congrega-
tion there.  These are our brethren in the faith for whom our prayers are 
desired (II Thessalonians 3:1; 1:11-12) and to whom we have the great 
privilege of sending our tangible gifts of support (Galatians 6:10; II 
Corinthians 8:7-9) in order to bear with them their burdens as the evi-
dence of our love (Galatians 6:2; I John 3:17-18).  As we read his letter, 
let us all be mindful of the difficult conditions under which Pastor 
Schurganoff’s flock not only shares in adversity, by the grace of God, 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3) but also 
holds forth the Word of life as lights in the world (Philippians 2:15-16). 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I am glad to welcome all of you in the name of our God and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  For some years now all of you in Confer-
ence help our small church in our difficult work here in Russia, 
in Ekaterinburg.  I and members of our church are grateful to 
all of you for your spiritual and financial help.  Our sincere de-
sire is to continue fellowship with you, and also on a regular 
basis to inform you on state of affairs in our church.  Therefore 
I have prepared this small article for you. 
 
At the moment in our church are 25 persons: 10 men, 7 women, 
5 teenagers, and 3 children.  It is necessary to notice that in 
Russia the rather low birth rate is connected to difficult living 
conditions, and consequently such small amount of teenagers 
and children not surprising for us. 
 
We meet every Sunday for our worship in the rented place 
which your financial help from Conference helps to pay.  Bible 
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classes are held two times a 
month on Sunday after wor-
ship and two times a month 
on Wednesdays in my flat.  
We promote our church in 
various Internet and printed 
directories.  For example, 
recently the information on 
our church has been pub-
lished in city information 
computer system.  Members 

of church distribute booklets about our church to other people 
and tell about our work.  Frequently to our worship services 
there come people which have found the information about our 
church in the telephone directory or in the Internet.  They can 
always receive answers to their questions, and also they can 
receive books of Lutheran church free. 
 
We also have contact with small group of Christians (about 8 
persons) in the regional city Nizhni Tagil.  I and two active 
members of our church come to them 2 times a month on Sat-
urdays to lead small service and Bible studies.  I very much 
hope that sometime this small group will become a Lutheran 
congregation here in Ural. 
 
Members of our church very actively testify about Christ to 
friends, relatives and employees at work.  As the result, many 
of our people come to worship with their families. 
 
Now a little about my family.  My son, 
Nickolai, who is 7 years old, now is prac-
tically healthy.  After his birth he was 
really seriously sick; and, after long treat-
ment for which all of you rendered finan-
cial and prayful help, now his condition 
very good.  Certainly he continues to visit 
the doctor once a month; but all symp-
toms of disease have practically left.  
This year he attends school as all children 
of his age in Russia. 
 
My wife, Elena, also is well.  She had problems with heart after 

Part of the Congregation 

Nickolai 
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Nickolai’s birth, but after successful operation she was com-
pletely restored.  Certainly she still requires some medical sup-
port, but the worst is behind now.  She frequents our worships 
and helps me in missionary work.  She has the big desire to 
create a children's shelter for homeless children (such children 
very much in our city), but the financial position of our church 
is such that we cannot accomplish it. 
 
Nowadays the situation in 
Russia is very difficult for 
such small churches as 
ours.  It is complicated by 
the fact that the [Russian] 
Orthodox Church has be-
come practically the state 
church here.  The state 
renders financial support 
only to this church (for 
example, in business of 
construction of new churches, opening of missions, the teach-
ing of basic Russian Orthodox beliefs at schools and higher 
educational institutions).  Unfortunately, we are practically de-
prived access for mission work to schools or other educational 
institutions, to prisons, to children's homes if our request is not 
approved by a government official.  But we receive refusal al-
most always.  The answer is thus, that we can get into the edu-
cational institutions, shelters and so forth, but we cannot have 
official status like other bodies because our church is not tradi-
tional here in Russia.  Activity of our church constantly is ex-
posed to  state control, and I am compelled to hand over every 
year the full report about activity of our church to justice au-
thorities.  Many people name us “sectarians” and people which 
“serve the West.”  It is very difficult to explain to people that 
the Lutheran church is not a sect and never was. 
 
The financial situation in Russia is very difficult now.  We have 
the big inflation, especially concerning food and payment for 
housing.  The prices for those things doubles every year.  Cer-
tainly it seriously affects people with small incomes, and in 
Russia such people are about 70% of the population.  
 
In our church the majority is of such people.  Their income is 

Entrance to rented Chapel 
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about $500-600 in a month, and this money suffices only for food, 
clothes and payment of housing.  And because of this their dona-
tions for church very low.  Basically, donations are made by peo-
ple with income of about $1200-1500.  (That is the average in-
come here, which allows to have only a little more in the way of 
adequate housing).  Such people only three persons in our church.  
These donations suffice only for different minor church needs, as, 
for example, charges for postage, or charges for printing of book-
lets, or purchase of materials for the printer, and so forth. 

 
I should point out that I receive 
from Conference $800 for salary, 
and it too is very modest sum now 
when the dollar continues falling 
with respect to the ruble.  For ex-
ample, within a year the dollar has 
depreciated 15%).  So, the repairs 

started in my flat 4 years ago still 
cannot be completed as the prices for building materials in-
crease more than the income of our family. 
 
We live in a large housing complex (about 150 flats) in suburb 
of city.  It is a rather difficult area concerning criminality here.  
Especially at night.  Earlier I had a plan to buy a small separate 
house [single-family home] and a lot in a city vicinity where 
there is no city noise and where there is pure enough air.  That 
very much would help my son and my wife.  And further it 
would then be possible to construct a small chapel there.  It 
would be remarkable actually to own a building for worships 
and assemblies of our church.  However, all this would be very 
expensive for us now. 
 
I understand that the financial situation in the U.S.A. is very diffi-
cult too, and consequently for me it is always difficult to ask you 
about help for our church and for me, because I sincerely want all 
of you to enjoy well-being and that you do not suffer from lack of 
what you need.  But if you, even as an individual, have the kind 
desire and opportunity to help our church financially, please, ad-
dress me on my e-mail:  lutheran@r66.ru.  [Brother Robert Bloe-
del, the Conference Treasurer, knows how to send funds securely 
if anyone would like to contact him.  –Ed. ] 
 

Our little Altar 
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I am grateful to God and our Savior Jesus Christ that our 
church and Conference continue to have loving brotherly rela-
tions, that we here have an opportunity to pay rent of our place 
for divine services due to your donations, and that I can devote 
my time completely to service in our church also due to your 
donations.  I sincerely thank you for your prayers concerning 
our church, for me, and for my family.  I gratefully appreciate 
your support, your warmth, and loving care. 
 
Many thanks to all of you, dear brethren. 
 

 Pastor Roman Schurganoff 
 Orthodox Lutheran Church of Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mere words often fail to convey the frustration of being so isolated from 
one’s brethren at so great a distance that personal contact and assem-
bling together for fellowship activities are impossible.  How blessed we 
are in this our country with peace within our borders, with true religious 
freedom, and with still one of the highest standards of living in the 
world, that we do not have on a day-to-day basis the staggering obsta-
cles that face our brethren both in Russia and in Nigeria!  Let us remem-
ber them in our prayers, gladly share with them of our substance, and 
support them spiritually with brotherly exhortations from the Word of 
our gracious God in Christ Jesus and with loving words of encourage-
ment in personal letters and e-mail messages.  They are always grateful 
for even a short greeting and note of brotherly concern. 
 

—The Committee on Missions 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

__________________________________ 
 

Orthodox Lutheran Church of Ekaterinburg 
Ekaterinburg, Russia 
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor 
P. O. Box 62 
620088 Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
E-mail: lutheran@r66.ru 

Now Available 
from Scriptural Publications 

 
OUTLINES 

of 
Doctrinal Theology 

 
by 

 
A. L. Graebner 

 
Paperback $14.99  
Hardcover $29.99 

Searchable E-Book CD  
with both editions. 

 
Call 708-532-4288  

or write to Scriptural Publications,  
17151 S. Central Ave., Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Robinson Dodo, Pastor 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
Abalama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Elison B. Agborubere, Pastor 
Thompson Compound Abalama 
Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 

 

St. Clement’s Lutheran Church 
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Lucky Kaladokubo, Pastor 
St. Clement Lutheran Church, 
Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry 
Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria 
The Rev. Allenson Karibi Asawo, Pastor 
76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Paul’s Nyemoni Lutheran Cathedral 
Abonnema, Nigeria 
The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and 
The Rev. God’stime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors 
P. O. Box 123 
Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Nigeria 
The Rev. Onengiye C. Wariboko, Pastor 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
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Directory of Member Congregations 
www.concordialutheranconf.com 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730     Telephone (520) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:45 a.m. 
The Rev. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913      Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
The Rev. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355         
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The Rev. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355        (541) 258-2941 
E-mail: m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
 
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178           Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The Rev. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118   (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
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NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. MARK’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
22012 Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411 Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
Sunday School & Bible Class  .......... 8:45 a.m. 
Worship Service ……………………...10:00 a.m. 
The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
22012 Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
E-mail:  revbloedel@gmail.com  
 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302        Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m. 
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 
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57th  Annual Convention 
of the  

Concordia Lutheran Conference 
 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
June 27, 28 and 29th, 2008 

at 
 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 

Seattle, Washington 
 

Motto: 

Be married to whom you will, 
only in the Lord 

I Corinthians 7:39 
 

The Essay on this topic will be delivered by 
Pastor M. L. Natterer 

 
The Friday sermon on Ephesians 6:4 

will be preached by 
President Edward J. Worley 

 
The Sunday sermon on Proverbs 31:30 

will be preached by 
Pastor Robert J. Lietz 

 
The Pastoral Conference on  

June 24th & 25th 
 

Board of Directors meeting on  
June 26th  


