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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 
 To set forth in simple and plain lan-
guage the pure doctrine of God's Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932. 
 To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead Godly lives. 
 To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi-
tation. 
 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's institu-
tion.  All who do this are the true visible 
Church on earth. 
 To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public acknowl-
edgment of such God-given unity.  Thus 
we shall be able thereafter to practice a 
God-pleasing fellowship with them. 
 To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment." 
 To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph-
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God. 
 To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so-
called "Lutheran" church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in 
the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 
 To expose false teaching and prac-
tice wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 
 To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten-
tion.  Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 
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“Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
 delivered unto the saints.”  —Jude 3 

 
In the Lutheran church year calendar, October 31st is designated The 
Festival of the Reformation.  Many secular and church history books 
refer to the Reformation as the “Protestant Reformation.”  However, 
Protestantism as we know it today stems not from Luther and the true 
Lutherans, but from Zwingli and Calvin and others.  For this reason, it 
is actually a misnomer to refer to the Reformation as “Protestant.”  
What role did the Presbyterians, Baptists and Methodists play in the 
Reformation?  Calvin never fully embraced the Reformation in all its 
truth and purity!  His “double predestination” and his making God’s 
sovereignty the center of theology rather than God’s grace in Christ 
disqualifies him as a true reformer.  Historically and therefore accu-
rately, the Reformation is the Lutheran Reformation. There would 
have been no Reformation were it not for Dr. Martin Luther, whom the 
Lord raised up to be the chief Reformer.  Even many Protestant books 
admit this!  Halley’s Bible Handbook even goes so far as to say of Lu-
ther: “Next to Jesus and Paul, the Greatest Man of all the ages.”  To 
many this might sound a bit generous, but the fact that the prime mover 
and chief confessor of the true doctrine over against Rome was Luther 
lends credence to Halley’s statement.  Before the Diet at Worms Luther 
stood ALONE!  There he said, “Since your Imperial Majesty desires a 
clear, simple, and precise answer, I will give you one which has neither 
horns nor teeth.  Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy 
Scriptures or by clear reason, I cannot and will not recant, for it is nei-
ther safe nor right to act against one’s conscience.”  He then added: 
“Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise.  God help me!  Amen.” 
 
Indeed, we today are indebted to God for what He wrought through Lu-
ther, namely, to restore to the Church the three solas: Sola Scriptura 
(Scripture alone), Sola Gratia (Grace alone), and Sola Fide (Faith 
alone).  Luther single-handedly got the Bible into the hands of the Ger-
man people with his excellent German Bible.  His preaching that a sin-
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ner is saved or justified by grace alone through faith alone in Christ de-
livered many thousands from the bondage of work-righteousness and 
the man-made doctrines of the papacy and church councils.  O what a 
deliverance! 
 
However, we Lutherans today have a most sober responsibility to pre-
serve and to continue to promote what was accomplished in the Lu-
theran Reformation!  Just as the Jews of Christ’s day let the blessed 
heritage bequeathed to them from their fathers fall into self-righteous 
complacency and self-satisfaction, so today many who call themselves 
Lutheran bring nothing but shame to this name!  They have “cozied up” 
to Rome, even claiming “we are now close” on justification!!  What 
falsehood!  If there is closeness, it is because the bulk of today’s Lu-
therans have zoomed over toward Rome, not because Rome has moved 
toward Luther!  Rome has not budged an inch!   
 
Today more than ever, today, when “they will not endure sound doc-
trine, but…heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fa-
bles” (II Timothy 4:3-4), we true Lutherans need to heed the word of 
Jude that “ye should earnestly contend for the faith once delivered 
unto the saints.”  Yes, we must earnestly, with all our hearts, contend 
or fight for and stand up for the sound doctrine recovered by Luther and 
passed on to us.  Why?  Most Lutherans of today could care less about 
doctrine, and look what has resulted!  A loss of the true Gospel itself!  
A mishmash of ecumenical ties which make a mockery of all that Lu-
ther stood for!  Thus, we in contrast, we who still love the truth, we 
who still hold the sound doctrine of the Reformation, need to be bold 
and uncompromising in these last days when many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.  Let us forget our own creature comforts!  Let 
us cast down our pride!  Let us be willing, with the help of God, to lay 
down our necks for the truth!  After all, what is the Truth?  It is our 
LIFE!  Christ says, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life” (John 6:63).   It is the pure Word of Truth which 
makes clear to any stricken sinner, “By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Shall we just let this slip 
away to our own perishing?  God forbid!  Let us earnestly contend for 
the faith for the saving of souls and for the glory of Christ!  Amen. 
       
             —E. R. S. 
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The Source and Norm  
of Lutheran Theology 

 
“Hold fast the form of sound words.”  2 Timothy 1:13 

 
The “formal principle” of the Reformation, the basic premise upon 
which Luther’s monumental work was founded (and upon which we by 
God’s grace still stand today) is sola Scriptura — Scripture alone.  It is 
this principle of Scripture itself which establishes the absolute reliabil-
ity of what we believe and teach because it acknowledges the infallible 
and immutable, verbally-inspired Word of God as THE ONLY SOURCE 
AND STANDARD OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE. 
 
Ironically, since early childhood and throughout his formal education as 
a loyal son of the Roman Catholic Church, Luther had been taught to 
the very contrary that it is NOT Scripture but the pronouncements, 
decrees and traditions of “the Church,” that is, of the popes and their 
adherents, which determine what is to be taught and believed, and that 
any variance from that rule was heresy —false doctrine, punishable in 
the extreme by death.  Luther himself had accepted the authority of 
Rome during those early years, even though its doctrines, laws and 
practices brought him no peace of mind or of conscience with God but 
kept him in a state of constant fear and uncertainty. 
 
Only through his study of the Bible was Luther brought by the Holy 
Spirit “to the knowledge of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4), to confidence in 
God’s mercy, who justifies poor sinners alone by His grace for Christ’s 
sake, totally apart from the works of the Law (Romans 3:20-28), and to 
the assurance that whatever is taught, believed and practiced according 
to the perfect rule of SCRIPTURE ALONE is “most certainly true” (John 
8:31-32).  On the other hand, all doctrines of men, whether they can be 
shown to be contrary to Scripture or whether they are adiaphora 
[matters neither commanded nor forbidden by God’s Word] craftily 
disguised as the will of God and laid upon the consciences of God’s 
people as His commandments, must be rejected as “lying and deceiving 
by God’s Name” —false and pernicious doctrine (Jeremiah 23:31; Mat-
thew 15:9). 
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It was this God-given principle to which Luther steadfastly held when 
he was summoned to appear at a meeting of the Imperial Parliament on 
April 16, 1521.  There in the city of Worms [pronounced vohrmss] on 
the Rhine River, Emperor Charles V, princes and dukes of the empire, 
and representatives of Pope Leo X had assembled to demand that Lu-
ther take back all his writings in which he had criticized Rome, accused 
it of false teachings, and condemned its abusive practices.  So as not to 
appear personally arrogant and defiant, Luther asked for one day’s time 
to consider the demand and to prepare his response.  On April 18th, 
surrounded by copies of books and pamphlets he had written and in full 
view of the “world,” as it turned out, Luther stood before the meeting 
and defended his writings in a lengthy speech, concluding with this 
mighty and uncompromising statement: 
 

“Unless I can be prevailed upon by the testimonies of 
Scripture or by clear reasons —for I believe neither the 
Pope nor the councils alone, who quite obviously have 
often erred and contradicted themselves— I cannot, nor 
do I want to, retract anything.  I remain convinced by 
the Holy Scriptures I have cited, and my conscience is 
bound by the Word of God.  Here I stand; I cannot do 
otherwise.  God help me!  Amen.” 

 
While historians may disagree as to Luther’s exact words on that mo-
mentous occasion, one thing is certain:  By God’s grace and with His 
help, Luther took his stand upon SCRIPTURE ALONE.  He stood reso-
lutely upon “the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the Chief Cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20).  He stood his 
ground, fully persuaded of the Scriptures’ absolute infallibility, iner-
rancy, immutability, clarity, sufficiency and authority as the only 
source and standard of Christian doctrine and practice and fully 
convinced that unflinching adherence to that single standard is the only 
legitimate prerequisite of genuine orthodoxy. 
 
Tragically, the wide divergency of doctrinal positions among those to-
day who bear Luther’s name is ample testimony to the fact that this 
“formal principle” is no longer adhered to with any consistency.  In 
some “Lutheran” bodies it has actually disappeared.  In others it exists 
in name only, while opposing factions within the body debate historical 
and social contexts, exegetical differences, textual variants, and so-
called “practical considerations” in order to find loopholes, exceptions, 
special circumstances, and “divine” or “apostolic” precedent to justify 
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their differences.  In the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, for exam-
ple, the once-orthodox church-body of Walther, Pieper, and other 
staunch confessors of the truth, we now see an outward fellowship of 
really strange bedfellows: “Liberals,” “moderates,” “conservatives,” 
and “confessionals” differing with one another, even openly, in doctrine 
and practice but maintaining a guise of unity in an effort to “save 
Synod” each from the other.  Such a farcical circus with its non-stop 
posturing only deceives the simple and unwary into believing that doc-
trinal discipline is actually being maintained while allowing some room 
for “reasonable diversity” among Christians.  So-called “conservatives” 
and “confessionals” continue to “mark” error and errorists, but they 
never “avoid them” (Romans 16:17).  They “admonish” heretics, but 
they never “reject” them (Titus 3:10).  They claim to “stand fast” (I 
Corinthians 16:13) upon sola Scriptura so long as they are not forced to 
choose between Scripture and their membership in Synod, or their pas-
torate, or their synodical pension!  Such theological “whimps” are 
hardly what Luther would have called “conservatives” or 
“confessionals,” who wrote: 

 
And take they our life, goods, fame, child and wife, 
let these all be gone!  They yet have nothing won! 

The Kingdom ours remaineth! 
 
Similar lip-service to sola Scriptura is rendered in other church bodies 
which call themselves “Lutheran” but tolerate diversity in doctrine and 
practice out of a false concept of “love” to the erring, OR on the basis of 
an arbitrary distinction between “doctrines divisive of fellowship” and 
“doctrines NOT divisive of fellowship.”  Who is kidding whom??  The 
Lord declares through Jeremiah: “He that hath My Word, let him speak 
My Word faithfully” (23:28), and through Amos: “Can two walk to-
gether except they be agreed??” (3:3).  And in Leviticus 19, God Him-
self shows how we are to demonstrate love to an erring brother, saying: 
“Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart; thou shalt in any wise 
rebuke thy neighbor and not suffer sin upon him.”  Unpopular though it 
be nowadays to engage in polemics, that is, to refute false doctrine, to 
admonish the erring, to reject and avoid those who will not heed correc-
tion, to take a “stand” and to make it count regardless of the conse-
quences, this is what Scripture demands of every faithful Christian, 
pastor and layman alike!  (Matthew 10:19ff.). 
 
By God’s grace, we in our beloved Conference have stood foursquare 
on Scripture alone down through the years, recognizing the Word of 
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God as the sole determiner of what is preached and taught in our 
churches, practiced among us, committed to students in our seminary, 
printed in our position papers and in our Concordia Lutheran, and 
agreed to in meetings with other groups whose stance we must carefully 
examine.  “Not unto US, O Lord, not unto US, but unto Thy Name give 
glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy Truth’s sake!”  (Psalm 115:1).  In-
deed it is not to our credit personally or collectively that Scripture 
alone has been and continues to be the sole source and norm of what 
we stand for; but the Lord in His great mercy and according to His 
promise has preserved His precious Word to us in these latter days, His 
Word in its truth and purity —a blessing for which we are grateful 
beyond expression. 
 
As was the case with Luther, however, our standing fast upon Scrip-
ture’s sure foundation has not been without cost.  Over the past fifty 
years, there has been tribulation, controversy, slow and meager growth 
in numbers, and even sudden defection of once-stalwart confessors of 
the truth.  Some of these were pastors who, out-of-the-blue, reversed 
themselves in doctrine and practice and left our fellowship, in some 
cases joining the very heterodox church bodies which for many years 
they had marked as such on the basis of sola Scriptura and, in obedi-
ence to its clear injunctions, had avoided.    Imagine, if you can, the 
cries of disbelief and dismay, the tears of sadness and anguish of heart, 
the just anger and resentment at having been betrayed, had Martin Lu-
ther in his later years recanted all his writings, sought the counsel and 
favor of the Pope, taken a colloquy in the Church of Rome, and re-
turned to the spiritual “Babylon” from whence he had been so merci-
fully delivered many years before!  His courageous stand before the 
Diet at Worms would have been for nothing; and Solomon’s words in 
Proverbs 26:11 would well apply to him: “As a dog returneth to his 
vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.”  Why the sudden shift in posi-
tion on the part of these former brethren?   It was because they did not 
“stand fast and hold the traditions which [they had] been taught.” (II 
Thessalonians 2:15).  Instead, as victims of their own pride, they ven-
tured off the sure foundation of sola Scriptura, lost their spiritual foot-
ing, stumbled, fell, and ended up in the quicksand of error and igno-
rance! 
 
In spite of such tragic losses, however, “the Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad!” (Psalm 126:3).  He has graciously 
preserved to us and our children His precious Word in its truth and pu-
rity and has strengthened us through that Word to ever greater steadfast-
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ness in building upon its sure foundation.  Let us be wary, however, lest 
Satan lift us up with pride to despise the Word as our only authority 
and cause us to fall!  Rather, let each of us, pastor and layman alike, 
“hold fast the form of sound words” (II Timothy 1:13), growing in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who 
assures us: “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My disciples in-
deed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”  
(John 8:31-32).  For then and only then will we be enabled by the Holy 
Spirit through that very Word to declare with Luther: “Here, on God’s 
pure Word, I stand!  By His abiding grace, I cannot do otherwise!  
God help me, as He has promised!  Amen!” 
 

Lord, keep us in Thy Word, we pray! 
The guile and rage of Satan stay! 
E’er let us in its power confide, 

that we may seek no other guide! 
        

     (TLH 292, adapted) 
 

            —D. T. M. 
 

 

Important Dates in 

Luther’s Life 
 

1483 Luther was born on November 10 
at Eisleben, Germany to Hans and Marga-
rethe Luther –nine years before Columbus 
discovered America. He was baptized the 
day after his birth. 

1487 Luther attended a school for boys in Mansfeld from the time he 
was five years old until he was fourteen, but he was never 
taught the love of God to poor sinners in Christ Jesus. 

1496 After a year of high school in Magdeburg, Luther was sent to 
finish his secondary and junior college education at St. 
George’s, a school in Eisenach. 

1501 Luther entered the university in Erfurt, intending to study law.  
After receiving his bachelor’s degree one year later, he went on 
for his  master’s degree, which he earned three years later. 

1505 After a brush with death in a thunderstorm, Luther vowed to St. 
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Anne that he would become a monk and give his life to the Ro-
man Catholic church in return for his deliverance.  He gave 
away his earthly possessions and entered the Augustinian 
monastery in Erfurt.  He thought that by making this sacrifice 
he would earn peace with God.  He was 21. 

1507 Luther was ordained a Roman Catholic priest, endowed by the 
Pope (he thought) with the awesome power to forgive and re-
tain sins and to administer the sacraments. Surely now he 
would find peace with God for his troubled conscience. 

1508 Luther began to teach philosophy at the University of Witten-
berg.  His career was blooming, but he continued to be trou-
bled by his sins and saw no solution to his guilt and no way to 
satisfy God’s justice but through his own works of merit, sacri-
fices, and penances. 

1510 Luther made a pilgrimage to Rome, traveling on foot some 850 
miles, hoping there to have his doubts of salvation removed.  
But he was shocked by the abuses he saw there and returned 
to Wittenberg more confused than ever. 

1512 Luther earned the degree of Doctor of Theology, the highest 
degree for a student of the Bible.  Yet he really knew nothing 
because he had no understanding of the Gospel of God’s 
grace in Christ. 

1514 Finally, when he was thirty years old, Luther, in his study of the 
Scriptures, came to realize that poor sinners could never find 
peace with God by their own works and that God, in Christ, 
had done everything to save them as His free gift to the unde-
serving.  This gift was received only by faith, only by confidence 
in God’s mercy, without the deeds of the Law; and even saving 
faith itself was God’s gift through the means of the Gospel.  Af-
ter vainly searching for it in the Church of Rome, Luther found 
the way to heaven in God’s precious Word, Romans 1:16-17. 

1517 Luther nails 95 Theses or statements to the church door in Wit-
tenberg, questioning the church’s sale of forgiveness in letters 
of indulgence.  It was October 31, 1517, the date which we to-
day recognize as the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation. 

1520 Because Luther continued to write and to preach about errors 
in the church of Rome and refused to be silenced by warnings 
and threats, the Pope excommunicated him from the church, 
branding him a false teacher, a traitor, and a heathen.  Luther 
publicly burned the letter in open defiance of the Pope and his 
claim of power over God’s Word. 

1521 The emperor, Charles V, thought that he could solve the prob-
lem by hauling Luther before a conference of princes, dukes, 
and bishops of the Church in the city of Worms.  At this meet-
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ing, the Pope’s representative demanded that Luther take back 
everything he had written and gave him 24 hours to think it 
over.  The penalty for refusing would mean death for Luther.  
Luther refused, saying that his conscience was captive to 
God’s Word.   On his way back to Wittenberg, under sentence 
of death, Luther was kidnaped by friends and hidden away 
safely in a castle called the Wartburg near Eisenach. There he 
stayed in disguise for almost a year and translated the New 
Testament into German for his people. 

1522 Luther returned to Wittenberg to restore order to a reformation 
in chaos.  Some of those who followed him became fanatics 
and began to vandalize churches, destroy works of art, and 
cause hysteria. This was followed by the Peasants’ War of re-
bellion against the rich nobility and civil authority, in which Lu-
ther sided with the princes. 

1525 Luther married Katherina von Bora, a former nun, with whom 
he established under God a Christian home and Lutheran par-
sonage.  Their marriage was blessed with six children. 

1529 Frustrated by the lack of diligent teaching on the part of the 
pastors and by the lack of interest in learning on the part of the 
people, Luther wrote two catechisms, his Small Catechism or 
Enchiridion for the instruction of children and those new to the 
faith, and his Large Catechism for the people in general, and 
for pastors and teachers who themselves needed further in-
struction in order to teach others. 

1530 The Augsburg Confession was written by Philip Melanchthon 
for the Lutheran theologians as a testimony of their doctrinal 
position over against the papists. This was presented to the 
emperor with Luther’s blessing, even though Luther, still an 
“outlaw,” was not permitted to attend the meeting. 

1534 Luther’s translation of the entire Bible, both the Old and New 
Testaments, into the German language of his people was fi-
nally completed and published. 

1537 Luther drafted the Smalcald Articles in order to address the 
errors of the Reformed and Crypto-Calvinists.  These articles 
were signed by the Lutheran theologians assembled at a meet-
ing in Schmalkalden, even though they were not officially re-
ceived into the Book of Concord until later. 

1546 In the raw winter early in the year, Luther, who had been in ill 
health for some time, was called upon to come to Eisleben to 
settle a controversy among the princes of Saxony. After getting 
them to reconcile, Luther was too sick to return to Wittenberg.  
He died in the town of his birth on February 18, confiding in his 
Savior and in the doctrines of God’s Word that he had preached. 
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A mighty Fortress is our God, a trusty Shield and Weapon. 

He helps us free from every need that hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil Foe now means deadly woe. 

Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight! 

On earth is not his equal! 

 

Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpower us! 

This world’s prince may still scowl fierce as he will, 

He can harm us none.  He’s judged; the deed is done! 

One little word can fell him! 

        

       TLH 262, 1,3 
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Churches in Fellowship 

with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 
 
 Mighty Fortress Orthodox Ev. Lutheran Church   
 1557 West Katella Avenue 
 Anaheim, CA 92805 
 Worship Service .........................................  9:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School & Bible Class .................  10:30 a.m. 
 Contact: MR. JOHN BARTUCCIOTTO 
 11581 Faye Avenue 
 Garden Grove, CA 92840   (714) 636-4535 
 
 Faith Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 Highway N 
 Stover, MO 65078 
 For the time of worship services, please 
    contact Stephen Richter at (314) 376-3221. 
 THE REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Vacancy Pastor 
 233 North Cuyler Avenue 
  Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
 
 St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 
   Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
 Worship Service ................................... 5:45 p.m. 
 Sunday School & Bible Class ........... 7:00 p.m. 
 THE REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Vacancy Pastor 
 233 North Cuyler Avenue 
  Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
 
 Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
 Oak Park, IL 60302 
   Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
 Sunday School & Bible Class ............  9:00 a.m. 
 Worship Service ................................  10:15 a.m. 
 THE REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
 233 North Cuyler Avenue 
  Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
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Justification by Grace through Faith 
 

„For by grace are ye saved through faith.‰ ·Ephesians 2:8 
 
The psalmist exhorts us: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities.” (103:2).  We are to 
bless, praise, honor, and thank God for His countless gifts, blessings, 
and benefits; we are to remember and not forget all that He has done for 
us, particularly the forgiveness of our sins.  This is why the Apostle 
Peter declared: “I will not be negligent to put you always in remem-
brance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the 
present truth” (II Peter 1:12).  Likewise, we will not be negligent in 
reminding our readers of that great, priceless gem which was restored 
through the Reformation, namely, the doctrine of God’s justification of 
all sinners by His grace in Christ Jesus, received and enjoyed through 
faith in Christ.  Without shame, for the sake of our only Savior, we pro-
claim and defend this “material principle” of the Reformation, the cen-
tral teaching of the Christian religion, on which our eternal salvation 
from sin and hell is built.  “For by grace are ye saved through faith,” 
writes Paul to the Ephesians, “and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God; not of works, lest any man should boast.” (2:8-9). 
 
Why was this divine work of justification so absolutely necessary for 
all?  Take note of how God, in His Word, answers this important ques-
tion:  “There is no difference, for all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:22-23).  “Ye shall be holy [without sin], for I 
the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2).  “Whosoever shall keep 
the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 
2:10).  “There is not a just man upon earth that doeth good, and sinneth 
not” (Ecclesiastes 7:20).  “Sin is the transgression of the Law” (I John 
3:4).  In Psalm 5 we hear this true testimony concerning the one and 
only God: “Thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness, nei-
ther shall evil dwell with Thee.  The foolish shall not stand in Thy sight; 
Thou hatest all workers of iniquity” (v’s. 4-5).  In Romans 1, the apos-
tle announced that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men” (v. 18).  And the Prophet 
Isaiah included himself when he wrote down these words: “We are all 
as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” 
(64:6).  So, what must we conclude?  “By the works of the Law shall no 
flesh be justified” (Galatians 2:16).  No one, absolutely no one, can be 
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justified by what he does, by his compliance with the Law of God.  
Away with “indulgences,” mass cards, merit badges, “good” works 
used as “brownie points” with God, climbing the “ladder” to the “33rd 
degree” —all intended to “earn” heaven, to set the “filthy rags” (Isaiah 
64:6) of  human righteousness before a holy and just God, actually ex-
pecting Him to accept them! 
 
How did God justify the entire human race, the whole world?  Concern-
ing “all [who] have sinned and come short of the glory of God,” the 
apostle says of them: “Being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).  Instead of giving 
all sinners what they justly deserved (Romans 6:23; Galatians 3:10; 
etc.), God gave them what they did not deserve: Righteousness 
(Romans 3:21; Jeremiah 23:6; II Corinthians 5:21), forgiveness for their 
sins (II Corinthians 5:19), and reconciliation (II Corinthians 5:19), all 
because of and on account of Christ’s perfect satisfaction of divine jus-
tice in the place of sinners.  “God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath com-
mitted unto us the Word of Reconciliation” (II Corinthians 5:19). This 
sola gratia (solely by God’s grace in Christ Jesus) was (and still is) that 
glorious, wonderful teaching restored through the Reformation for all 
subsequent generations to hear, know about, believe, and praise.  No 
one was left out when God, for Jesus’ sake, justified all (Romans 5:18; 
3:24).  This precious, God-given teaching is what we in the Concordia 
Lutheran Conference joyfully identify with our orthodox Lutheran fa-
thers as objective, general, universal justification  
 
How abhorrent (Romans 12:9) when Lutheran theologians, who claim 
to be orthodox and faithful, detest and attack not only the doctrine of 
objective justification, but also those who faithfully teach it (Jeremiah 
23:28; Luke 10:16), support, and defend it.  Consider the testimony of a 
so-called “independent” in outward Lutheranism today, Pastor Gregory 
Jackson, the pastor of A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church, Glendale, 
Arizona, as he “speaks” on his congregation’s web-site in regard to 
Isaiah 60: “The Objective Justification fanatics are all like that.  They 
are dead to the Law.  They hide behind Gospel forgiveness to explain 
away all their shameless acts.  They are already forgiven, so they can do 
whatever they want.  But watch out if you annoy one of these charac-
ters.  They say everyone is forgiven without faith but they excommuni-
cate without hesitation.  They cannot explain the contradiction.  If eve-
ryone is forgiven, how can they refuse forgiveness and send to Hell 
someone who disagrees with their cult?” (Cited from page 2 of his web 
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document.)   Since the Word of God is all true (John 17:17; II Timothy 
3:16), including what it teaches on objective justification (Romans 
3:24; 5:18; II Corinthians 5:19; etc.), an attack on the Scriptural teach-
ing of objective justification, plus an attack on those who teach it, is an 
attack on God Himself (Luke 10:16). Despite being labeled as 
“fanatics” and of being falsely accused by Pastor Jackson of abusing the 
forgiveness of sins, we of the Concordia Lutheran Conference cannot 
and will not stop proclaiming and rejoicing in God’s justification of all 
sinners by His grace in Christ Jesus, His general amnesty or forensic 
pardon of  “the world,” received through faith. 
 
Yes, faith is the actual receiving means of this objective justification 
announced in “the Gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24), the “good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people” (Luke 2:10).  There-
fore, it is justifying faith, that is, confidence in the mercy of God which 
remits sins for Christ’s sake, totally apart from the works of the Law, 
confidence whereby the sinner lays hold on and clings to the assurance 
of God’s forgiveness of all mankind and thus personally receives full 
absolution from all guilt and punishment by faith.  This is subjective, 
individual justification.  “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified 
by faith, without the deeds of the Law” (Romans 3:28).  What clear, 
plain, and yet profoundly comforting words we gratefully and joyfully 
repeat from Ephesians 2: “By grace are ye saved, through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (v’s. 8-9).  This sola fide (solely through faith), without 
any human works, was also restored during the Reformation.  What a 
relief this restoration was for consciences then and is for consciences 
yet today! 
 
The Council of Trent, which was the Roman Catholic response to the 
Reformation, met “off-and-on” between 1545 and 1563.  Its purpose 
was to “overthrow” the restoration of pure, Biblical teaching through 
the Reformation.  This attempt at “overthrow” was evident in Canon 12 
(from this Council) which declared: “If anyone saith that justifying faith 
is nothing else than confidence in the divine mercy which remits sins 
for Christ’s sake, or that this confidence alone is that whereby we are 
justified, let him be anathema [cursed, damned].”  God, in His rich 
mercy, did not allow this vicious attack on His Word of truth to be suc-
cessful.  Sola fide still stands today!  Hallelujah!! “He that believeth on 
Him [the Son of God] is not condemned, but he that believeth not is 
condemned already because he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18).   
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Now, for the believers in Jesus, the saints (I Corinthians 1:2; I Peter 
2:9), having the overflowing benefits (Psalm 23:5-6; 103:2) of sola gra-
tia and sola fide, should they boldly go forward and live in sin because 
they have the forgiveness of sins (as Gregory Jackson falsely accuses us 
of teaching)?  The apostle put it this way: “Shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound” (Romans 6:1)?  And how did he answer that ques-
tion?  “God forbid.  How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein” (Romans 6:2)?  As the Reformation so wonderfully brought 
home to us, “the love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge 
that if One died for all, then were all dead, and that He died for all, that 
they which live [the believers in Christ] should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him which died for them and rose again” (II Co-
rinthians 5:14-15).   Indeed, to do less, and to desire to do anything less, 
would show callous disregard for and despisal of the forgiveness of sins 
which Christ merited for all and which God granted to all mankind for 
Jesus’ sake.  “From this preserve us, heavenly Father!” (Luther). 
        
                         —R. J. L. 

 

 
Installation at St. Luke’s, Seattle 

 
On September 29th, 2002, the Rev. M. L. Natterer, Vice-
President of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, installed the 
Rev. Edward J. Worley as pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
Seattle, Washington.  Pastor Natterer preached on “God’s Sol-
emn Charge to the Pastor: Preach the Word,” II Timothy 4:1-5. 
In expounding the text, he applied this theme to preaching from 
the pulpit and to particular applications of the Word in private. 
We rejoice that God graciously provided a pastor for the flock in 
Seattle and pray that He bless the congregation in the faithful 
stewardship of the Word through their God-appointed overseer 
(Acts 20:28). To that end, Pastor Worley requests the prayers of 
the entire Conference, that God may grant him grace sufficient 
for his pastoral labors, as only He can do (II Corinthians 3:4-6). 
        
              —E. J. W. 
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A Fellowship Celebration 
 

“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity! ”- Psalm 133:1 

 
On Sunday, August 25, a joint service of three congregations of our 
fellowship was held at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church in Oak Forest, Illi-
nois.  The service celebrated with praise to the God of all grace the 
fellowship that His Holy Spirit had wrought in the three flocks by 
bringing them mutually to recognize the blessed unity they enjoy to-
gether on the basis of His Word.  Two of the churches, Trinity Ev. 
Lutheran Church of Oak Park, Illinois, and St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran 
Church of Sauk Village, Illinois, had been for some time carefully 
studying the confessional position of the Concordia Lutheran Confer-
ence and comparing it with the clear and certain statements of Holy 
Scripture (Acts  17:11) to determine objectively whether its doctrine 
and its practice were truly orthodox.  This study was not done in 
haste, but the congregations exercised great care over many months to 
assure themselves of real and not imagined unity (Corinthians 1:10).  
Finally in April, 2002, both congregations unanimously declared their 
unreserved agreement with the constituent congregations of the Con-
cordia Lutheran Conference and recognized the fellowship that God 
had created among them. 
 
At the special service, Pastor Robert J. Lietz of Oak Park delivered 
the sermon on the basis of Psalm 133:1, stating as his theme the awe-
some joy expressed in the text by the Psalmist and shared by those in 
attendance:  “Lo and Behold, Believing Brothers and Sisters Bound 
Together in the Unity of the Spirit!”  In dividing the theme, Pastor 
Lietz pointed out that, before the Lord, “this is good, beautiful, and 
Godpleasing,” and for us, “this is pleasant, sweet, and brings much 
joy!”  After the sermon and special prayers of thanksgiving, the com-
municant members of the three flocks partook of the Lord’s Supper 
together for the remission of their sins, for strength to remain stead-
fast in His Word and faith, in doctrine and life, unto the end, and as a 
clear testimony of their precious, God-wrought unity in that Word.  
Following the service, the three congregations enjoyed a festive meal 
and combined church picnic, at which many of the those in atten-
dance, who had never before personally met one another, had the 
good and pleasant opportunity to celebrate their new and blessed rela-
tionship as dear brethren. 
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It is worthy of note that what was celebrated on the “fellowship Sun-
day” was not a “union” or amalgamation of congregations and church-
bodies into a convenient outward federation, but was (and is) a blessed 
spiritual relationship crossing both congregational and synodical lines.  
Peace, for example, is a member-congregation of our Concordia Lu-
theran Conference, while both Trinity and St. Mark’s (together with 
Faith in Stover, Missouri) are the constituent congregations of the Fel-
lowship of Lutheran Congregations, a corporate church-body which 
dates back to 1979 and still continues to exist and function as an 
autonomous organization and legal corporation.  By God’s grace, how-
ever, the two church bodies now enjoy and are eager “to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3), mindful of St. 
Paul’s injunction “that [we] all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among [us], but that [we] be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10) on the 
basis of God’s verbally-inspired, inerrant, clear, and all-sufficient 
Word.  “Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end.  Amen.” 
           —D. T. M. 
 
 
 

Would Luther Recognize 
 the “Lutheran” Church Today? 

 
“If my Lutheran church actually believes this kind of doctrine, they 
should remove the name Lutheran from our church sign.”  These words 
were spoken to me several years ago by one of the members of a large 
Lutheran congregation in our town. He had heard about our church and 
had visited us on several occasions; and, during our many conversa-
tions, he began to understand the errors that were rampant in his church 
and synod. For a time he seemed determined to be obedient to the 
Scriptural command to mark and avoid doctrinal error (Romans 
16:17); but sadly, because of pressure from his wife, he decided to stay 
and fight against the errors in his church. However, he was much too 
late; the poison of error had so thoroughly infected his church that the 
pure Law and Gospel were gone. Today he is still a member of that Lu-
theran church, but he has stopped speaking out against error. Like thou-
sands of others in the modern Lutheran synods, his refusal to separate 
from false doctrine finally resulted in a quiet surrender to error. 
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How far has the doctrinal deterioration of modern Lutheranism pro-
gressed? In this man’s ELCA Lutheran Church, every Tuesday night 
the entire community is invited to attend a support group specifically 
designed for the parents and so-called friends of practicing lesbians and 
homosexuals. The stated objective of this national organization is to 
encourage acceptance by others of the perverted sexual behavior of the 
“gay community.” This Lutheran church openly accepts and communes 
known homosexuals at their communion rail each Sunday without any 
concern for what the Word of God teaches about this lifestyle of death 
(Romans 1:26,27; 32). If their members ever desire to discuss their 
church’s doctrine and practice on this or any other issue, they are free to 
make an appointment with the church’s new female pastor. This woman 
can be found each Sunday entering from the sacristy in full robe and 
vestments prepared to proclaim the Word of God to her congregation, 
supposedly preaching from the very Bible that forbids her to preach (I 
Tim. 2:12).  
 
If their members ever grow tired of the Sunday Service, they are wel-
come to attend the church’s Saturday evening contemporary praise ser-
vice complete with drums, guitars, and amplifiers for an hour of mind 
numbing, hypnotic “praise choruses.”  Of course this same worship ex-
perience is also available now at the local LCMS churches in our city.  
The simple worship of Word and Sacrament is too boring for modern 
Lutherans, so they feel compelled to imitate the Pentecostals and other 
enthusiasts who believe they can drum up the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and receive directly from God apart from the means of grace. 
This is all part of modern Lutheran Church Growth Strategy, an attempt 
to grow numerically by jettisoning historic Lutheran doctrine and lit-
urgy. Doctrinal instruction is no longer required to join modern Lu-
theran churches, the pastor’s preaching seldom includes God’s Law for 
fear of appearing too negative to the unconverted, and the preaching 
and worship of the church is designed to make people feel good about 
themselves. 
 
Added to these doctrinal aberrations in Lutheranism today are the com-
mon practice of open communion, religious unionism, syncretism, doc-
trinal indifference, lack of doctrinal unity, the absence of church disci-
pline, and general doctrinal ignorance and confusion among both clergy 
and laity.  The errors that are tolerated within modern Lutheranism 
demonstrate a consistent denial of the inerrancy and authority of the 
Holy Scriptures!  Whenever churches deny the clear doctrine and prac-
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tice of Holy Scripture, they are proclaiming before the world that the 
Bible lacks authority, reliability, or both.  Luther’s insistence on Sola 
Scriptura (Scripture Alone) is no longer guiding the modern Lutheran 
synods.  They have surrendered to the pressures of the modern world.  
Pragmatism and expediency are their new “standards” of doctrine, so 
that “soundness” in doctrine, based upon the norm of Scripture alone, 
no longer exists. 
 
The Apostle Paul predicted such a time in church history. He pre-
dicted a time when men “will not endure [that is, tolerate] sound doc-
trine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears” (II Timothy 4:3). He said that, in these perilous 
Last Days, many professing Christians and churches would possess “a 
form of godliness, but deny[ing] the power thereof; from such turn 
away” (II Timothy 3:5).  The power spoken of in this verse is the 
Gospel received by faith, “the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 
1:16).  The modern church’s rejection of the clear doctrines of the 
Word of God eventually leads them to a denial of the Gospel itself.  
“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (Galatians 5:9). 
 
As I wrote this article last evening, an advertisement appeared in our 
local newspaper from a local Missouri Synod church concerning a 
Bible Study they are planning. The ad reads: “Redeemer Lutheran 
Church will begin a two-year non-denominational Bible study pro-
gram called Crossways! The Rev. Bill Roper and John Rathje will 
facilitate the class, which will not teach Lutheran doctrine, but will 
try to get people inspired to read the Bible.” [Stress added.]  Would 
Luther recognize a “Lutheran” church today with this attitude toward 
the precious doctrines of God’s Word, doctrines that the Reformers of 
Augsburg dedicated their lives to rediscover, preach and establish, 
doctrines for the sake of which men and women were willing to sacri-
fice life and fortune that this precious Gospel of the Reformation 
would be proclaimed to the entire world?? Luther would indeed rec-
ognize such a church for what it is, namely, a heterodox church (and 
a heterodox synod of many other such churches) that tolerates false 
doctrine and refuses to be corrected by the clear Word of God. 
 
The churches of the Concordia Lutheran Conference rejoice in these 
Last Days of unbelief and doctrinal confusion because of the grace of 
God that has been poured out upon the fellowship of our churches. By 
His mercy alone we still have, believe, profess, and practice the doc-
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trines of the Word of God in their full truth and purity. We teach Lu-
theran doctrine without apology, simply and only because it is the 
doctrine clearly revealed in the written, verbally-inspired Word of 
God.  We embrace the formal principle of the Reformation of Sola 
Scriptura (Scripture Alone) not merely on paper but in practice.  And 
in a day when the Sola Gratia (by Grace alone) and the Sola Fide 
(through Faith alone) are also being attacked and degraded by the ene-
mies of our Lord Jesus Christ, we joy in the abiding presence of the 
Holy Spirit, who comes to His people in and through the precious Word 
and Sacraments to offer, give, and seal to them the forgiveness of sins, 
and to work, strengthen, and preserve in them the saving faith by which 
they lay hold on all the blessings earned by Jesus Christ in His Redemp-
tion of the world. It is our prayer that these priceless blessings from 
God poured out upon our precious fellowship will continue to the end 
of the Day of Grace, that by faith in Christ we may stand in the Day of 
Judgment, dressed in the perfect robe of His righteousness, according to 
His promise.  Amen.      
            —R. A. M. 
 

 

    Now that the kids 
      are back in school… 
 
   “Ye fathers, …bring up your children in the nur-          
ture and admonition of the Lord.” —Ephesians 6:4 
 

“For all its faults,” a teacher was recently heard to say, “the American edu-
cational system is, without a doubt, one of the great blessings of our coun-
try and one that is envied by many other nations.  After all, without a good 
secular education, real success is hard to come by in this world.  Nothing is 
more important to our children.”  While Luther himself valued secular edu-
cation and, in particular, training in the arts, in the use of language, and in 
music, he also made it clear that such secular training alone was wholly 
inadequate to equip a child for life —even for life only here in this world.  
Of course, in Luther’s day, there was no such thing, properly-speaking, as 
“public education” in which every child was sent to school to learn his 
“three R’s” and to be equipped to take his place “as a functioning member 
of society;” but neither was there a purely secular education devoid of reli-
gious training. Most schools, including colleges and universities, were op-
erated by the church; and, depending upon the confession of the sponsoring 
church or denomination, the child who had an opportunity to go to school 
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was also trained in the church’s doctrine and practice.  Such a parochial 
education was therefore of real value to a child only if he were taught the 
precious truths of God’s Word, but of real detriment to those who were 
brought up in error. 
 
Because only one congregation in our fellowship (and that in the Fellow-
ship of Lutheran Congregations, St. Mark’s in Sauk Village, Illinois) has 
been able to establish and maintain a Christian day school, in which the 
teaching and application of God’s Word in its purity is the number one 
priority, and where the secular subjects, taught by competent and dedi-
cated Christian teachers, are appropriately relegated to secondary impor-
tance, most of the children of our beloved Conference must attend public 
schools in their respective localities or be home-schooled by their parents 
(as is legally permitted in virtually all states today). And yet, regardless of 
the school setting in which our children are educated, we who are parents 
(and particularly the fathers) still bear the primary responsibility under 
God to “bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”   This 
means that we not only have the duty of teaching them the objective truths 
of God’s Word day in and day out (Deuteronomy 6:6-7) and of applying 
those precious truths to their faith and life; but we must also warn them of 
spiritual pitfalls, snares and traps that are laid before them by the world 
(Matthew 18:6-7) to distract them from the truth, to pervert the truth in 
their understanding, and to supplant the truth altogether with the chaff of 
human reason.  Let no one be deceived into thinking that having his chil-
dren in a Christian day school will “insulate” them from the world, or that 
home-schooling them himself will prevent worldly ideas and perversions 
from touching and affecting them!  The perversions are resident, first of all, 
in the Old Adam of sin, which is active in every one of our children; and 
they are ever present in society round about them, whether they be in 
school, on the playground, logged onto the internet, or watching television.  
We as parents cannot monitor our children’s every waking moment, BUT 
we can and must “bring them up,” yes, “train up [our children] in the way 
[they] should go” (Proverbs 22:6), so that by their skillful use of God’s 
Word they “have their senses exercised to discern both good and 
evil” (Hebrews 5:14) both NOW and when they are OLDER and are no 
longer under our authority and oversight. 
 
Consider the following as only a few examples of perversions that demand 
our attention and concerning which we should warn and educate our chil-
dren in plain terms so that they are alert to them and can speak about them: 
 
1) The public school teacher is taught to regard every child as fundamen-
tally good by nature and perfectible by education and proper social envi-
ronment.  The secular world therefore denies both original and actual sin, 
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hinges “right” and “wrong” not upon the precepts of God’s Word but 
upon the alterable laws of men, upon subjective judgements on the basis 
of motive and circumstance, and upon the end result of an action rather 
than the action itself.  Thus the end is made to justify the means in many 
cases, and “situation ethics” rules the day.  Moreover, evil thoughts are 
not judged to be “wrong” by secular society, only overt acts that harm 
someone else. 
 
2) The secular educator, under the influence of the philosophy of John 
Dewey and others, considers the child as nothing more than a “higher 
order” animal-with-potential, evolved from lower forms of animal life 
and primitive savagery, but now, together with the whole world, its insti-
tutions, and its religions, as having reached an advanced stage of physi-
cal and social evolution and as progressing toward a future state of near-
perfection in society.  All a child needs, say the secularists, is opportu-
nity to develop his potential. 
 
3) Public education, while intended to be neutral in matters of religion, 
pushes Universalism, namely, the view that one religion is as good as 
another; that all people should mutually respect one another’s faith; that 
“religious freedom” in the civil sphere implies “religious tolerance” in 
the spiritual sphere; and therefore that any emphasis upon differences in 
creeds, engagement in religious controversy, and antagonism toward er-
ror in Christian apologetics constitutes “intolerant bigotry” and is there-
fore “un-American.”  After all, “there’s a great deal of good in ALL re-
ligions.”  This is basically the religion of the lodges and of the Scouting 
organizations: Antitrinitarian Universalism. 
 
4) The public school, anchored in the law and in civic righteousness, pro-
motes “character building.”  The child is taught to observe outward mo-
rality because it is “the right thing to do” in an orderly society and is es-
sential to self-worth and self-esteem, to social and material success, to 
respect from others, and to the betterment of mankind.  Moreover, to be 
“community-minded,” compassionate, helpful, and altruistic as a mem-
ber of society is what makes a person “good” and truly “human” and 
distinguishes him from amoral beasts.   
 
5) Because of its ethical philosophy that equates “wrong” with “harm 
done” to others, the secularist denies that “lust” and “covetousness” are 
evil.  Moreover, he minimizes the seriousness of “victimless crime” and 
thus refuses to condemn as intrinsically evil such abominations before 
God as homosexuality, fornication, pornography, adultery, drunkenness, 
cursing and other filthy language, witchcraft in its various forms, abor-
tion, and even suicide (among many other sins). 
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6) In its effort to stem the rising tide of illegitimate teenage pregnancies, 
public education has also taken upon itself the role of teaching children, 
even very young children, about human sexuality; and educators express 
the hope that what they call “proper information” about sexual physiology 
will permit children and young unmarried adults to make “wise” and 
“appropriate choices” with regard to sexual behavior.  And, although many 
schools teach and strongly advocate abstinence as appropriate behavior and 
the only “sure” method of preventing illegitimate pregnancy, yet, at the 
very same time, they disseminate information about birth control, so-called 
“safe sex,” and even elective abortion to address the problem.  Premarital 
sexual activity is never censured on MORAL grounds (as it was for hundreds 
of years even in public education), but, much like homosexuality, it is ac-
cepted as a legitimate “choice” of behavior, the unpleasant “outcomes” of 
which (illegitimacy, disease, and death) society must seek to control.  
Christian parents MUST resist and actively counteract this amorality by 
training up their children in the way they should go on the basis of God’s 
Word, normed by His Law, motivated by His Gospel, and fruited to His 
glory (Ephesians 5:3-4; I Thessalonians 4:1-7; I Corinthians 10:31). 
 
Now we cannot (and would not) expect the public schools to teach our chil-
dren what we know WE should teach them from the Word of God; for in a 
pluralistic society the dominant denomination in the community would 
control what is inculcated in the classroom (as at Luther’s time).  Therefore 
we are grateful that, by God’s grace, the Scriptural principle of the separa-
tion of church and state is still upheld by our courts as integral to our reli-
gious liberty.  Nevertheless, in the context of our present discussion, it is 
not the establishment of Roman Catholicism that we fear, nor the teaching 
of Reformed theology in the classroom, nor even the practice of publicly 
mandated devotional exercises at the beginning of the school day (for these 
have been ruled against time and time again); but we need to be on guard 
against the teaching of indifferentism regarding religion, of Universalism as 
a “world view,” of secular humanism as the accepted “operational philoso-
phy,” of situation ethics as the “standard” of right and wrong, and of reli-
gious unionism as the practice of all of these rolled into one!  We as Chris-
tian parents have our work cut out for us!  For our children’s sake, out of 
concern for their immortal souls, and in cheerful obedience to the ordi-
nance of Him who first loved us and desires that we be strengthened and 
preserved steadfast in His Word and faith unto our end, let us not “provoke 
[our] children to wrath” against us for our indifference and carelessness, 
“but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 
6:4), so that “when [they] are old, [they] will not depart from it” (Proverbs 
22:6). 
                          —D. T. M. 
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“I hope you’ll run an article soon on the triumph of the Walther view 
of Church and Ministry at the ELS convention (June 16—20) at 
Bethany College.  The Doctrine Committee has been pushing for 
years the WELS view, and brought it to the floor.  After much de-
bate, the vote was taken: It lost, 104 to 140!  Thank God for the laity, 
(and the fact we have two lay voters for each congregation, and only 
one pastoral vote!) who saved the day!  The pastors had voted 60 to 
40 percent in favor of the D.C. Theses at the October 2001 Pastoral 
Conference. (If that was the same percent in June, the laymen must 
have voted at least three to one against the D.C. Theses!) I’ve al-
ways trusted the good common sense of the laity more than the 
pastors! ...” (Christian News, August 26, 2002). 
 
The above quotation was from a letter to the editor of Christian News 
written by an ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) pastor who did not 
give his name.  In the same issue there appeared another letter from an 
ELS pastor who signed his name.  This pastor stated, “I am writing be-
cause you have been given misinformation about the ELS and its dis-
cussions on ‘Ministry.’  Whoever your source may have been was not 
supplying you with the whole truth. As a result, you have used this mis-
information in your publication and in your speech at the Texas Lu-
theran Free Conference.  I would like to correct what you are errone-
ously reporting as the ELS‘ adopting Dr. C.F.W. Walther’s position on 
Church and Ministry.’ (CN August 5, 2002, p.27 top lst column).  I 
think the best way to give you the correct information is to share with 
you a paragraph of our Synod President’s recent e-mail to the pastorate.  
With his permission, I share it with you here:  ‘Not all of the pastors 
and delegates who voted against the DC [Doctrine Committee] Theses 
at this year’s convention did so for doctrinal reasons. …  It would not 
be helpful nor accurate to characterize the actions of this year’s conven-
tion as a repudiation of the theology of the Doctrine Committee’s The-
ses, nor as a rejection of the WELS position on the ministry.  We can 
and must, however, say this: The convention declined to adopt the the-
ses as a doctrinal statement for our synod.  This means that no formal 
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study document on the ministry exists for study at this time.  We want 
to reassure our own Lutheran elementary teachers and also our brothers 
and sisters in the WELS that the ELS still practices, and will continue 
to practice, issuing calls to our teachers who serve in our parochial 
schools. Let’s work hard to squelch any rumors to the contrary.’  Cur-
rently, steps are being taken on how to continue addressing this issue.”  
Obviously there is no unity on this doctrinal issue in the ELS!  On the 
one hand, there are those who uphold the Wisconsin Synod that all 
gatherings of Christians, such as congregations, Synod, and the like, lie 
on the same plane and have the right to exercise the Office of the Keys, 
and that all who labor in the Word, whether pastor, assistant pastor, 
Sunday School teacher, Christian Day School teacher, professor, have 
offices which lie on the same plane.  On the other hand, there are those 
who hold that the local Christian congregation is the only divinely or-
dained external fellowship and that the pastoral office of the local con-
gregation is the only divinely ordained office in the Church.  Our Con-
cordia Lutheran Conference, together with our orthodox Lutheran 
teachers, has always held this latter position BECAUSE IT IS THE TEACH-
ING OF GOD’S WORD!  When, therefore, a vote was taken at the ELS 
convention on a doctrinal matter and it passed merely by a majority 
vote, that gave clear evidence of disunity in their midst.  A matter of 
doctrine must receive unanimous agreement! 
 
Surely those in the ELS who sincerely desire to remain faithful to all of 
God’s Word must be aware of God’s injunction through the Apostle 
Paul “that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10).  It is our prayer that 
those in the ELS who still uphold the Scriptural teaching on the Church 
and Ministry may be led to the realization that truth and error can not 
coexist without infecting the whole body of Christian doctrine.  “A little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (Galatians 5:9). 
 
And how did the false position on the Church and Ministry get started 
in the ELS?  Back in January of 1983, Pastor Paul H. Burgdorf, the edi-
tor of the Confessional Lutheran, wrote to me stating:  “As for the ELS, 
Dr. N. Tjernagel told me (in our home in Iowa, when he was working at 
Iowa U towards his doctorate) that he got this doctrine from Thiensville 
when he studied there and that he –which he himself emphasized– in-
troduced it in the ELS.”  What Dr. Charles Porterfield Krauth wrote in 
1871 holds true for today: “When error is admitted into the Church, it 
will be found that the stages of its progress are always three.  It begins 
by asking toleration.… Indulged in this for a time, error goes on to as-
sert equal rights… From this point error soon goes on to its natural end, 
which is to assert supremacy.” (The Conservative Reformation and its 
Theology, pages 195 & 196).                                                      
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