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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

 To set forth in simple and plain lan-
guage the pure doctrine of God's Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932. 
 To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and how, 
out of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are to lead Godly lives. 
 To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi-
tation. 
 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's institution.  
All who do this are the true visible Church on 
earth. 
 To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.  
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice 
a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 
 To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.." 
 To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph-
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God. 
 To expose particularly the false teach-
ing and practice of the various so-called 
"Lutheran" church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what is plainly 
recorded in the Word of God, in the 
Lutheran Confessions, and in the old or-
thodox Lutheran writings. 
 To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings in 
the church and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 
 To be truthful and factual in our report-
ing and freely to correct any misinformation 
of which we are not aware and which has 
been called to our attention. Also to clarify 
any information or statement of doctrine 
or practice which may be unclear to our 
readers or which may create a wrong 
impression. 



 

107 

Is there a Difference  
between the LAW of God  

and the ORDINANCE of God? 
 

“Observe thou that which I command thee.” — Exodus 34:11 
 

Some of our questions are answered in the Word of God; others are 
not.  The title of this article is a question which is most certainly 
answered in God’s Word with the emphatic answer of “No!”  Other 
articles in this issue of The Concordia Lutheran are also in the form 
of questions.  The answers given are in full agreement with what the 
Scriptures teach us.  For that we owe our gracious God many thanks 
and much praise because “every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with Whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17).  The 
on-going purpose of our bi-monthly publication is stated so clearly 
on the masthead in each issue.  How about taking a few minutes to 
review that Statement of Purpose? 
 
When we talk about the Law of God in this article, we will be talking 
about the written Law of God as it is revealed to us in the Holy Scrip-
tures.  Furthermore, we will be focusing mainly on the third use of that 
Law of God, that use which applies only to Christians who, after their 
conversion, according to their new man, show their living faith in Jesus, 
the only Way to heaven, and their genuine love for Him who first loved 
them when He sacrificed Himself for them by being perfectly obedient 
as their Substitute unto death, even death on the cross (James 2:17-18; I 
John 4:19; Matthew 5:17; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 2:7-8).  There is 
only one Law of God, one standard for how He wants all human beings 
to think, speak, and live.  The true children of God want this Law of 
God to be their only guide, counselor, and standard in living for Christ 
Jesus, who lived, died, and rose from the dead to save them and all 
other sinners from the curse and condemnation of the Law by being 
cursed and condemned in their place, serving as their one Mediator be-
tween God and all sinners in the whole world (Psalm 119:24; II Corin-
thians 5:15; Galatians 3:13; I Timothy 2:5-6).  That is why the true be-
lievers in Jesus, to reveal their gratitude for having the blood-bought 
gifts of forgiveness for all of their sins, true peace with God, and the 
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inheritance of heaven reserved for them (I Corinthians 6:20; I John 2:2; 
John 14:27; Romans 5:1; I Peter 1:3-4), cry out to their gracious God 
again and again: “Show me Thy ways, O Lord, teach me Thy paths; lead 
me in Thy truth, and teach me, for Thou art the God of my salvation; on 
Thee do I wait all the day” (Psalm 25:4-5).  
 
When Scripture speaks of the ordinance of God, that term refers to and 
is synonymous with the Law of God, the commandment of God, the ar-
rangement of God, or the appointment of God.  Consider Romans 13: 
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For there is no 
power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of [arranged or ap-
pointed by] God.  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power resisteth the 
ordinance of [arrangement or appointment by] God, and they that resist 
shall receive to themselves damnation [punishment]” (vv. 1-2).  Resis-
tance, rebellion, or disobedience to those in positions of civil govern-
ment is worthy of punishment because it is sinful, a violation of His will, 
His Law, His commandment, His arrangement.  Romans 4 sets forth this 
principle: “The Law worketh wrath, for where no Law is, there is no 
transgression” (v. 15).  The standard, rule, commandment, or will of 
God is that citizens or subjects are to obey and be submissive to those 
who are over them in civil government (Titus 3:1).  Citizens are not 
permitted by God to disobey the civil government unless the civil au-
thorities over them insist that they sin against God (Acts 5:29), as Phar-
aoh, the king of Egypt, did when he commanded the Hebrew midwives 
to kill all the male Israelite babies (Exodus 1:15-17). 
 
Is there a difference between the Law of God and the Ordinance of 
God?  This is an especially timely and pertinent question when it comes 
to what the Word of God teaches in I Corinthians 9 regarding the finan-
cial support of the pastoral office: “Even so hath the Lord ordained 
[commanded, arranged, appointed] that they which preach the Gospel 
should live of the Gospel” (v. 14).  It is the Lord’s ordinance, command-
ment, Law, arrangement, or appointment that those who have the office 
of preaching the Gospel of Christ, the office of the public ministry, the 
pastoral office, should make their living from their work of preaching 
the Gospel.  In other words, this office is a full-time office, with its sup-
port intended by God Himself to come from the local congregation, 
those who are being taught the Word of God by their divinely-called 
pastor and overseer (Galatians 6:6; Acts 20:28).  Note that I Corinthians 
9:14 DOES NOT SAY: “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the Gospel should live of the proceeds of secular employ-
ment,”  “of government payments intended for the indigent,” “of food 
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stamps doled out by ‘Caesar,’” or even “of Gospel preaching supple-
mented by secular employment.”     
 
The Scriptural position on the Support of the Ministry is clearly set 
forth in A Sketch of The Doctrinal Position of the Concordia Lutheran 
Conference, pp. 19-20: 
 

The Word of God plainly commands and ordains the full financial 
support of the pastoral office.  Therefore it is not a God-pleasing 
situation when a congregation calls a pastor with the expectation that 
he provide all or even part of his living by engaging in secular work, 
or for pastors to volunteer themselves for such work outside of their 
office.  It is our position on the basis of Scripture that the pastoral 
office is indeed a full-time work and that it is not to be despised as an 
easy part-time arrangement.  Also we affirm our stand on that Word 
of God which solemnly obligates the members of a Christian congre-
gation to “communicate,” that is, to share or sacrifice of the temporal 
blessings which the Lord has bestowed upon them toward the finan-
cial support of their pastor, and that they make every effort to sacri-
fice to the extent that their pastor enjoys the same living conditions 
with which the average among them is blessed.  We hold according to 
Scripture that only when these injunctions of the Lord are upheld and 
followed among us are we truly demonstrating our sincere concern 
for retaining the pure teachings of God’s Word and our faith and love 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord.           
 
(Bible References: I Corinthians 9:9-14; II Timothy 2:15; 4:2; I Timothy 
3:1-7; 4:12-16; 5:17; Galatians 6:6-7; Luke 10:7; Galatians 6:8.) 
 
Where a pastor because of unusual conditions finds it necessary, in 
obedience to another Word of God, I Timothy 5:8, to be engaged in 
some secular work for the provision of his household, he himself can-
not be faulted for seeing to the support of his family under conditions 
over which he has no control.  His congregation, however, should 
strive to rectify such a deplorable situation as soon as possible in an 
evangelical manner and arrive at arrangements which are in full accord 
with God’s Word; for this is the Scriptural duty which hearers owe to 
their pastors (Galatians 6:6). 
 
We do not speak of “exceptions” being made to an ordinance of God, 
except where God Himself makes such exceptions in clear and certain 
passages.  Mere examples in Scripture, without a corresponding in-
junction, are not sedes or proof-texts which establish Christian doc-
trine; neither do mere examples of unusual situations and seeming 
exceptions have any binding force in the general case, namely, for all 
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Christians of all times, unless clear and certain passages establish this.  
The mere example of St. Paul engaging in secular work, therefore, 
does not determine an “exception” for us since the clear statement of 
God’s ordinance in I Corinthians 9:14 is the principle which is bind-
ing upon all Christians.  While we cannot presume to make excep-
tions to God’s ordinances, we do recognize that particular cases arise 
in which we find the application of clear Scripture principles difficult 
(cases of casuistry).  Nevertheless we dare not, for the sake of expedi-
ency, set aside a divine ordinance, but must apply it properly and 
evangelically as the will of our Lord and Savior (Matthew 28:20).       
 

In contrast to this position of Scripture on the support of the ministry, 
we oppose and reject the unscriptural position of the Lutheran Churches 
of the Reformation (L.C.R.) as documented below: 

 
As to the full financial support of the pastoral office, I cannot say we 
approve of a congregation calling a pastor it cannot fully support, but 
we do allow congregations to do as they see fit.  …When the CLC 
says a congregation has no right to call a pastor unless it can fully 
support him, that is legalism and tyranny (The Faithful Word, Ken-
neth K. Miller, Administrator, Winter 2001, pages 23-24). 
 

Our response to Pastor Miller’s official statement above, published 
in the L.C.R.’s own periodical, is as follows: When does the Law and 
Ordinance of God ever “allow congregations to do as they see fit” in 
violation of clearly revealed doctrine and practice?  The emphatic and 
never-changing answer is “Never,” for the Word of God alone (which 
includes the Law and Ordinance of God) “is a lamp unto [our] feet, and 
a light unto [our]path” (Psalm 119:105); as our just and holy God tells 
us in the title verse of our article: “Observe thou that which I command 
thee this day.”  When the Word of God in I Corinthians 9:14 is faith-
fully taught, practiced, and defended, is that “legalism and tyranny”?  
The absolutely changeless answer is “No!” because to make such a 
charge is to accuse God of “legalism and tyranny,” for He is the One 
who has declared: “He that hath My Word, let him speak My Word faith-
fully” (Jeremiah 23:28; see also Matthew 28:20).  
 
Think of how Pastor Miller’s principle and practice would affect other 
areas of congregational work!  For example, does God’s Law and Ordi-
nance concerning church discipline, as set forth in Matthew 18:15-17, 
allow congregations to do as they see fit?  And if what God teaches us 
in regard to church discipline in Matthew 18 is faithfully taught, prac-
ticed, and defended, is that “legalism and tyranny”? 
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      Supplemental secular employment on the part of the minister may be 
exercised to the glory of God (I Corinthians 10:33) and the welfare of 
the congregation. … 

 
 The minister’s secular income provides enough so that he is 

able to be “hospitable” which he otherwise might not be able 
to be.  I Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8 
 The working pastor is able to provide himself with such neces-

sities that make him a more efficient and effective shepherd. 
 

(“May a Pastor Hold a Secular Job?” – A paper presented to the 
L.C.R. Pastoral Conference by Pastor Jeffrey C. Kinery on November 
26, 1982, unanimously accepted in principle, with no doctrinal dis-
agreements registered.  The above bulleted quotations are two of the 
eight listed points from page 2 of this paper.) 

       
Our response to the late Pastor Kinery’s statements above, supported 
by the L.C.R., is simply this: It is never “to the glory of God” (I Co-
rinthians 10:31-32) willfully to disobey God’s clear ordinance and 
command in I Corinthians 9:14 – “Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel.”  Fur-
thermore, it is never to “the welfare of the congregation” to justify and 
promote disobeying God’s revealed will by declaring that secular em-
ployment helps the pastor to be more “hospitable” or that such disobe-
dience of God’s ordinance in I Corinthians 9:14 provides the pastor 
“with such necessities that make him a more efficient and effective 
shepherd.”  “To obey is better than sacrifice,” said Samuel to wicked 
King Saul, who tried to represent his disobedience as a good work (I 
Samuel 15:22).  That was nothing but lying and deceiving by God’s 
name (Second Commandment).  

 
We appeal to the L.C.R. to repent of their unscriptural doctrinal position 
and of their unscriptural practice in approving secular employment by 
their pastors in rebellion against God’s clear Word in I Corinthians 9:14, 
which teaches the full financial support of the pastoral office.  We do 
urge the L.C.R. to give evidence of such Godly repentance by making 
the necessary correction in their doctrine and practice (Luke 3:8-14; II 
Timothy 3:16), much as our own Conference did in 1958, when correc-
tion was necessary in this same matter concerning the secular employ-
ment of some of our pastors.  We also warn the L.C.R. not to take this 
appeal lightly, lest by their persistent, willful disobedience of God’s 
Word they reap His just anger; “for if we sin willlfully after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 
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Welcome     
To all old and new subscribers 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism 
and are certain that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich 
spiritual benefits from your faithful reading of The Concordia 
Lutheran articles which are based solidly upon the pure and 
unerring Word of God. 

 Only $5.00 per year! 

 Give a subscription to a friend or relative! 
  
 17151 South Central Avenue,   Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 

for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna-
tion, which shall devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:26-27).       

 
Since the Law of God and the ordinance of God are the same, the words 
of Exodus 34 apply to both: “Observe thou that which I command thee 
this day” (v. 11).  Our dear Savior is crystal clear in His declaration: “If 
ye love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15).  Love for Him who 
first loved us is made evident by willingly taking heed to and cheerfully 
submitting to God’s commandments, His words, His Law, and His ordi-
nances (John 14:23; 10:27), without any additions, deletions, or ac-
commodations (Deuteronomy 12:32; Revelation 22:18).  That love for 
the Savior and His Word is produced by the Gospel of  His perfect obedi-
ence to the Law of God in our place (Matthew 5:17; Galatians 4:4-5), so 
that our many transgressions of His Law are not imputed to our account 
(II Corinthians 5:19), and that the love of Christ constrains us more and 
more to live for Him “in holiness and righteousness before Him all the 
days of our life” (Luke 1:75; see also II Corinthians 5:14-15). 
 

—R. J. L 
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Does God’s Law  
Apply Also to Christians? 

 
By the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: 
for by the Law is the knowledge of sin. —Romans 3:20 
 
The above quoted verse makes it very clear what man can and cannot 
do with God’s Law-he cannot use the Law to be justified (declared 
righteous) in the sight of God, but he can use it to learn what sin is, 
that God abhors sin, and that He threatens to punish all who commit 
sin with eternal damnation in hell. These things are important for all 
people to learn and review even after they have been brought to sav-
ing faith in Christ Jesus by the power of the Holy Ghost working 
through the Gospel. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) was 
directed specifically to His disciples (Matthew 5:1-2), and contains 
some of the clearest expressions of the Law. Furthermore, the inspired 
epistles (letters) of the Apostles recorded in the New Testament, were 
all addressed to specific Christian congregations or to Christians in 
general; and not one of these epistles is devoid of the Law. So it is 
clearly the Lord’s will that His Law be preached and taught also to 
His believing children. When St. Paul wrote to the Christian congre-
gation in Rome: “Ye are not under the Law, but under 
grace” (Romans 6:14); and: “Christ is the end of the Law for right-
eousness to every one that believeth” (Romans 10:4), he was stressing 
the glorious truths that Christians are no longer under the curse of the 
Law (damnation), and that the threats of the Law do not compel them 
in their service to the Lord. 
 
When the Almighty Creator first brought Adam and Eve into this 
world, He wrote His moral Law into their heart. Prior to their fall into 
sin, they knew God’s will and were perfectly obedient to it; this was 
the image of God in which they were created. But after yielding to the 
temptation of the devil, their perfect understanding of God’s Law was 
obscured by sin. Still, however, there is a remnant of the Law written 
in the hearts of all people. This natural knowledge of God’s moral 
Law is used by man’s conscience, which then judges his actions to be 
either good or bad. “When the Gentiles, which have not the Law, do 
by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the Law, 
are a law unto themselves: which show the work of the Law written in 
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their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts 
the mean while accusing or else excusing one another” (Romans 2:14-
15). But sadly the conscience is not always correct in its judgments. 
Being influenced by sin, man’s conscience sometimes bases its judg-
ments on false standards that depart from the natural knowledge of 
God’s Law, and is thus deceived into thinking that what is bad is good 
and what is good is bad. This is why the conscience must not be trusted 
to be an infallible guide. Even though it is a sin to act contrary to an 
erring conscience (Romans 14:20, 23), a Christian should realize that is 
also sinful and dangerous to follow an erring conscience that is leading 
him to sin against the Law of God. So an erring Christian should be 
willing and anxious to correct his conscience-bringing it into confor-
mity with the Law of his Lord and Savior. 
 
In order that we would be able to have an objective and completely reli-
able standard of right and wrong, one that is outside of ourselves 
(outside of the corrupting influence of our sinful flesh), God also gave 
us His Law in written form. The moral Law is found in the Ten Com-
mandments (Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5). This Law of the Lord is not 
restricted to only a small portion of the Bible, but is found all through-
out both the Old and New Testaments. It is, however, not the chief doc-
trine of the Bible. The Law does not have the power to save sinful man-
kind; it can only damn to hell all those who try to be justified and saved 
by it. “As many as are of the works of the Law are under the curse: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the Law to do them. But that no man is justi-
fied by the Law in the sight of God, it is evident” (Galatians 3:10-11). 
“If there had been a law given which could have given life, verily right-
eousness should have been by the Law. But the Scripture hath con-
cluded all under sin” (Galatians 3:21-22). This, however, does not 
mean that the Law serves no beneficial purpose. Although it cannot 
save us, the Law still has three important functions even for Christians; 
it works as a mirror, a rule, and a curb. 
 
As a mirror, the Law of God exposes the sin and guilt that the deceitful 
heart of man (Jeremiah 17:9) often tries to defend and justify, and im-
presses upon him his desperate need for a Savior. Though natural man 
will acknowledge that certain egregious acts are indeed sinful and wor-
thy of God’s punishment, he usually does not consider impure thoughts 
(especially those that never manifest themselves in outward deeds) to 
be sin. But Jesus tells us: “Whosoever is angry with his brother without 
a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. …Whosoever looketh on a 
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woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart” (Matthew 5:22, 28). So also the Apostle Paul declares: “I had 
not known sin [not known the true nature of sin], but by the Law: for I 
had not known lust [not known that lust is actually a sin], except the 
Law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7).Furthermore, though 
natural man will usually admit that he is not perfect, he still thinks that 
it is within his power to please the Lord in some degree and merit His 
favor. But the Law makes it clear that God does not simply demand a 
good try, but, rather, absolute perfection. The Scriptures testify: “Ye 
shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2); “Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is per-
fect” (Matthew 5:48); “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). 
 
By teaching us that God requires perfection in all of our thoughts, de-
sires, words, and deeds, and threatens to punish all disobedience with 
eternal damnation in hell, the Law as a mirror shows us that it is impos-
sible for us to save ourselves-we absolutely need a Savior outside of 
ourselves. This is what Jesus wanted the rich young ruler to understand; 
and so He pointed him to the Law in answer to his question: “What 
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17). Christ did not 
want this man to think that he could save himself by the Law; on the 
contrary, He wanted him to see that it was impossible for him to do this. 
And when this man claimed to have kept the Law of God from the time 
of his youth, Jesus showed him that he was breaking the very First 
Commandment by loving money more than the Lord (v. 20-22). Unless 
a person understands that he is a miserable sinner who by his transgres-
sions of God’s Law is worthy of damnation and who cannot do any-
thing to save himself, he will not appreciate the forgiveness of sins 
earned for him by Christ. Working as a mirror to show man his lost 
condition by nature is the most important function of the Law, because 
it prepares man’s heart for the hearing of the Gospel. 
 
But does the Law still serve a useful purpose as a mirror for Christians 
who already confess their sins and who trust in Christ for their forgive-
ness? Yes it does; for on account of their old sinful flesh, Christians too 
are tempted to think of themselves more highly than they ought to 
think, to exalt themselves above others, to excuse, minimize, or ignore 
their own guilt under the Law of God. The devil encourages our Old 
Adam in such thinking, because the less we perceive our own sinful-
ness, the less important the forgiveness of sins will become to us, until 
we question how much we actually even need to be forgiven, and fi-
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nally end up despising the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ Jesus. Those 
pastors who refrain from preaching the Law to their people detract from 
the glory of God’s love and diminish the effects of the Gospel in their 
hearts (Gospel reductionism). It is the fact that God, for Christ’s sake, 
loves us, who are so undeserving of His love on account of all our sins 
and iniquities, that impresses upon our hearts and minds the magnitude of 
God’s love. “God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. …When we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son” (Romans 5:8, 10). The Apostle Paul 
reminded himself and others of his terrible sins in persecuting the Church 
so that the grace of God in Christ toward him would be regarded as all the 
more magnificent. “I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am” (I Corinthians 15:9-10). “I thank Christ Je-
sus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, putting 
me into the ministry; who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And 
the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief” (I 
Timothy 1:12-15). Notice that Paul does not here say only that he was the 
chief of sinners on account of his sins prior to his conversion, but he says: 
“Of whom I am chief” —using the present tense. By reminding himself of 
his sinful wretchedness, the Apostle Paul exalted the grace of God in the 
Gospel; and his Savior became all the more precious to him. 
 
True believers are deeply grateful for their forgiveness in Christ Jesus, and 
will, therefore, put their love for Him into practice by earnestly striving to 
follow His Commandments. And this is where the Law of God is to be 
used by Christians as a rule. Unbelievers cannot follow the Law as a rule, 
since they lack both the desire and the ability to please the Lord. “The 
carnal [fleshly] mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 
Law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh can-
not please God” (Romans 8:7-8). “Without faith it is impossible to please 
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). We Christians, on the other hand, have been given 
a new man whereby we are able to perform works that are regarded as 
holy and acceptable before God for Christ’s sake (Ephesians 4:24; I Peter 
2:5). Now the Antinomians (those who say that the Law should not be 
preached to Christians) claim that true believers already know what God 
wants them to do and, therefore, do not need to have His Law instruct 
them. But such flawed thinking does not take into account the effects of 
the devil’s temptations and the Christian’s own sinful flesh, both of which 
can drastically influence also God’s believing children and cause them to 
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become confused about what the will of the Lord really is. The devil 
would love to get us to start searching our feelings instead of searching 
the Scriptures to determine what is sin and what is not, for then we 
would be easy prey for him. Without the rule of God’s Law, we would 
not be able to distinguish accurately and consistently between the voice 
of our new man and the voice of our old man. We need to have the 
Lamp and Light of God’s Word guiding us at all times (Psalm 
119:105). And this is exactly what the Christian wants according to his 
new man. “With my whole heart have I sought Thee: O let me not wan-
der from Thy Commandments. Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against Thee. Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me 
Thy Statutes” (Psalm 119:10-12). Because we Christians love our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ in response to His great love for us (I John 
4:19), we desire to have our lives directed by His Law. “This is the love 
of God, that we keep His Commandments: and His Commandments are 
not grievous” (I John 5:3). “Make me to go in the path of Thy Com-
mandments; for therein do I delight” (Psalm 119:35). This love for the 
Lord and this longing to follow the rule of His Law are things that only 
apply to those whom the Holy Ghost has brought to saving faith in Christ 
Jesus. So the Law of God does, most certainly, apply to Christians. 
 
Even though the unbelievers are both unwilling and unable to follow 
the rule of God’s Law, yet, working as a curb, the Law does help to 
keep their sins in bounds by using the threat of punishment. The Law as 
a curb serves to restrain the unbelievers from committing certain fla-
grantly sinful acts when they perceive the undesirable consequence that 
would likely attend such lawlessness. Even the heathen who have no 
knowledge of the Bible still have both a natural knowledge of God’s 
existence as well as a natural knowledge of what gross outward acts are 
abhorrent in His sight (such as murder, adultery, incest, robbery, per-
jury, etc.). So even unbelievers who have no respect for the require-
ments of God’s Law may still be prevented from committing these 
crimes by the sobering thoughts of the dreadful consequences that can 
result from angering the Supreme Judge or His earthly representatives 
in the civil government. 
 

But does the Law work as a curb also for Christians? Should believers 
need to be motivated by the threat of punishment to avoid what dis-
pleases God? No, Christians should not need to be motivated by the 
threats of God’s Law in order for them to obey Him; and according to 
their new man, “which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness” (Ephesians 4:24), they are moved to follow His Command-
ments purely by love for Him and not by fear. But because of their old 
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sinful flesh, in which “dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18), the 
Law of God does still work as a curb to keep the activities of the Chris-
tian’s Old Adam in bounds. And so even Christian children, on account 
of their corrupted, sinful nature, need to have discipline enforced by 
punishments in order to discourage them from committing open and 
obvious sins. “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod 
of correction shall drive it far from him” (Proverbs 22:15). “Withhold 
not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he 
shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul 
from hell” (Proverbs 23:13-14). “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but 
a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame” (Proverbs 29:15). 
Such disciplining is part of the parents’ God-given duty to teach their 
children right from wrong according to the Law and “bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). But it should 
always be remembered (by both parents and children) that mere outward 
obedience motivated only by fear is not the product of the Christian’s 
new man and is not pleasing to God. The Law is used as a curb for 
Christians only to help reign in their Old Adam; the Gospel must moti-
vate the Christian to produce God-pleasing works. 
 
If we Christians were 100% new man and had no trace of sin within us, 
then we would no longer need to have the Law of God applied to us at 
all-we would have no sin or need of a Savior for the Law working as a 
mirror to reveal; we would need no reminders of what God’s will is for 
our lives from the Law working as a rule; and we would not have any 
stubborn, sinful inclinations needing to be restrained by the threats of 
the Law working as a curb. But since we would only be deceiving our-
selves to deny our sinfulness (I John 1:8), we would also be deceiving 
ourselves to deny our need for God’s Law as a mirror, rule, and a curb 
on account of the sin dwelling within us. So then may we always use 
the Law of our Lord properly, for much benefit in our lives as Chris-
tians, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 
─P. E. B. 
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Are Christian Fathers in Duty Bound  
to Provide for Their Families? 

 

“If any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, 
 he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (I Timothy 5:8) 

 
“The world is very evil, the times are waxing late. 
Be sober and keep vigil; the Judge is at the gate; 

the Judge that comes in mercy, the Judge that comes with might, 
to terminate the evil, to diadem the right.”    

(TLH 605, 1) 
 
This world IS very evil.  The right has become wrong and the wrong has 
become right. “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter!  Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes and 
prudent in their own sight!” (Isaiah 5:20,21). That which was recog-
nized as sin several decades ago is now considered not only not to be 
sinful, but right and smart in this day and age.  The privileges of mar-
riage reserved for the marriage bed have been trivialized, and people are 
living together as man and wife without the necessary recognition of the 
state, much less the blessing of their Lord.  Their argument is that they 
can get to know one another and “try things out” to see if marriage will 
work for them.  Nine times out of ten they move on to new partners, 
making them guilty of adultery and fornication.  This is done with the 
full approval not only of society at large but often times of the parents of 
these young people, making them partakers of the sins of their sons or 
daughters.  Language which was once thought to be the purview of sail-
ors and soldiers is now being used by first graders and even those 
younger.  They may not know the meaning of the words, but they’ve 
heard them often enough that they have no fear of using them.  And 
those in authority over them, parents and teachers, are often fearful of 
telling them “no” for fear of bruising their young egos, or worse yet, of 
denying them their freedom of speech.  The precious gift of life is being 
cut off both at the beginning and at the end of life—at the beginning of 
life with abortion and at the end of life with euthanasia; both are abomi-
nations in the sight of God.  The family, the cornerstone of an ordered 
and decent society, is also being attacked.  Many brides and many 
churches refuse to include the word “obey” in the vows of the bride, 
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claiming that marriage is a fifty-fifty proposition, like a business ar-
rangement.  God, however, established the family differently.  In Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians, chapter 5, verses 24 and 25, he writes: “As the 
Church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing.  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it.” This does not mean  that wives are to 
be treated by their husbands as chattel or serfs, as is done by some in our 
day.  No, the husband is to love and respect his wife as his God-given 
helpmeet, and wives are to submit themselves to their husbands as their 
head and the head of the house, finally responsible for all decisions 
made in the household. 
 
But like so many things in this evil world, this God-ordained arrange-
ment between husband and wife has been changed and perverted to the 
point that it is nearly unrecognizable.  “Mr. Mom” has become a com-
mon and accepted part of our evil society.  The reasons for this and its 
differing scenarios are many, but many of them violate God’s ordinance 
for the relationship between husband and wife and parents and children.  
One such common scenario is that of a wife making more money than 
the husband.  So the husband simply quits his job and stays home and 
takes care of the children.  One might argue that it makes perfect sense 
logically; but not only does it violate God’s precept, it also turns the fam-
ily upside down and inside out.  Or perhaps the husband can’t find a job 
he finds acceptable, but his wife can; and so again the husband becomes 
“Mr. Mom.”  He sits home and watches the children; and his wife brings 
home the bacon.  Again, it may seem perfectly logical from sinful man’s 
point of view, but it desecrates God’s ordinance and corrupts the family, 
often times beyond repair. 
 
Often husbands and fathers simply do not support their families as God 
commands.  Perhaps they are involved with drugs or gambling or alcohol, 
and their money all goes to support their addiction.  Perhaps they simply do 
not care about their family and do the minimal amount necessary to keep 
them out of court or jail.  Whatever the reason, such men are not men and 
have forsaken their primary responsibility as husbands and fathers. 
 
God’s will regarding the support of the family is set forth very clearly 
in Paul’s first letter to Timothy: “If any provide not for his own, and 
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel” (I Timothy 5:8).  God has declared that it is the 
husband’s and father’s responsibility to support his family financially.  
It is his obligation to get a job, even a job that he may not find ideal, 
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but a job that will support his wife and his children.  It is not the state’s 
responsibility nor the church’s responsibility to support and feed his 
family. That responsibility belongs to the husband and father of the 
household.  In this day and age it is true that often both husband and 
wife are in the work arena, both salaries being necessary to support 
their current lifestyle.  Sometimes the wife works for a specific pur-
pose, for example, to provide health care coverage for the family or to 
pay for extras that the family may want.  Such an arrangement, though 
not ideal, is by no means sinful.  It only becomes sinful when the wife 
takes over primary responsibility for the support of the family, when 
the husband is able, but unwilling, to do so “If any would not work nei-
ther should he eat” (I Thessalonians 3:10).  
 
Thus, the answer to the question, “Are Christian Fathers in Duty 
Bound to Provide for Their Families?” is obviously “yes.”  If a 
Christian husband and father fails to provide for his family as God re-
quires, he has not only broken an ordinance of God, but he has repudi-
ated everything Christianity teaches, “he has denied the faith,” and the 
Holy Spirit has been driven out of his heart.  Oh, he may say all the 
right things and even have a “reasonable” explanation for why he is no 
longer supporting his wife and children; but in reality he has denied the 
Savior who bought him with His holy, precious blood.  He no longer 
stands in the grace of God, and his sins are not removed as far as the 
east is from the west but remain with him.  Indeed, the Holy Spirit tells 
us through Paul the enormity of such a sin, that such a man is “worse 
than an infidel,” that is, worse than one who has never believed.  Why?  
Because this man once had the truth; he once stood in the grace of God, 
his sins forgiven for the sake of the substitutionary work of Christ. But 
this man has flagrantly denied what the Bible says regarding the Chris-
tian obligations of the head of the house. 
 
The responsibility of the Christian husband and father extends beyond 
his immediate family, that is, his wife and children.  It also includes his 
mother and father, especially if they are a widow or widower and are no 
longer able to support themselves for some reason. (I Timothy 5:4)  
 
As a Christian, a Godly man trusts that all good things come from His 
gracious Heavenly Father.  When economic hardship arises, a Christian 
husband and father finds comfort in God’s promises, such as, “I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” (Hebrews 
13:5b-6); “He that spared not His own Son but delivered Him up for us 
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all, how shall He not with Him freely give us all things?” (Romans 
8:32); “Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things.  But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:32b-33); 
“Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you” (I Peter 5:7).  
A Christian husband and father knows he has the Almighty God Him-
self on his side: “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 
8:31b); “for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears 
are open unto their prayers” (I Peter 3:12a).  The Scriptures assure us:  
“God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19), 
 

Oh, blest the house, whate’re befall, 
where Jesus Christ is all in all! 

Yea, if He were not dwelling there, 
how dark and poor and void it were! 

 
Oh, blest that house where faith ye find 

and all within have set their mind 
to trust their God and serve Him still 

and do in all His holy will! 
 

Oh, blest the parents who give heed 
unto their children’s foremost need 

and weary not of care or cost! 
May none to them and heaven be lost! 

 
Blest such a house, it prospers well, 
in peace and joy the parents dwell; 
and in their children’s lot is shown 
How richly God can bless His own. 

 
Then here will I and mine today 

a solemn covenant make and say: 
Though all the world forsake Thy Word, 

I and my house will serve the Lord.  Amen. 
 

         (TLH 625) 
 

—M. W. D. 
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A mighty Fortress is our God, a trusty Shield and Weapon. 
He helps us free from every need that hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil Foe now means deadly woe. 
Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight! 

On earth is not his equal! 
 

Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us, 
we tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpower us! 

This world’s prince may still scowl fierce as he will. 
He can harm us none.  He’s judged; the deed is done! 

One little word can fell him! 
        

       TLH 262, 1, 3 
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Do the Confessions  
NORM the Scriptures?? 

 
“Ye…are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone.”  
Ephesians 2:19-20 

 
On October 31, 1517, God’s chosen latter-day Gideon, with a nu-
merically-insignificant little band of staunch adherents, struck a 
brave blow at the Midianite hordes of the Papacy to rescue Christ’s 
spiritual Israel from the tyranny of the Roman Antichrist.  The paral-
lels between Gideon’s deliverance of Israel (Judges 7) and Luther’s 
deliverance of medieval Christendom are indeed striking; but it was 
the WEAPON wielded in common by both warriors that won their re-
spective battles: “The sword of the Lord” (Judges 7:20) —“The 
sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17).  Luther sang of the battle and 
of the victory, as if in echo of Gideon himself (Judges 8:3, 23): 
 

“With might of ours can naught be done; 
soon were our loss effected! 

But for us fights the Valiant One, 
whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, ‘Who is this?’  Jesus Christ it is! 
Of Sabaoth Lord!  And there’s none other God! 

He holds the field forever.” 
 
Jesus Christ and His powerful Word, intimately connected and 
inseparable (Mark 8:38), gave Luther the victory over even 
greater odds than Gideon faced, over enemies more formidable 
than the dreaded Midianites, over numbers more staggering than 
“grasshoppers for multitude” (Judges 6:5), over “principalities 
[and] powers” (Ephesians 6:12) with far greater influence than the 
temporal Papacy, over “spiritual wickedness in high places” pre-
sided over by the Father of Lies, who is the author of all false 
doctrine and practice, of all heresy and heterodoxy, of all divi-
sions and offenses in outward Christendom.  For, as Luther also 
sings concerning the power of Holy Scripture to defeat Satan, the 
“prince of this world” (John 14:30): 



 

125 

“This world’s prince may still 
scowl fierce as he will — 

he can harm us none; 
he’s judged, the deed is done. 

ONE LITTLE WORD can fell him.” 
 
Our Savior demonstrated the power of that weapon, “the sword of the 
Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17), when He wielded SCRIPTURE against Satan, 
prefacing each citation with that “one little word,” “it is writ-
ten” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10), in Greek only one word, Γέγραπται [GEGG ·  
grahp · tai].  And throughout the whole Old Testament, the prophets cited 
not themselves, not their predecessors, not their heritage, but the Word 
of God Himself as their authority, declaring repeatedly and consistently, 
“Thus saith the Lord.”  Moreover, and quite expectedly, the apostles and 
evangelists of the New Testament did likewise, citing the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament, which Jesus identified as “the Word of God” (Mark 
7:13), citing the Lord Jesus Himself (e.g. Acts 20:35) or citing their ap-
ostolic authority to speak and to teach in His Name what had been com-
mitted unto them by the Holy Ghost (I Corinthians 2:6ff.; 14:37; 15:3ff.; 
I Thessalonians 2:13; etc.).  Thus, when St. Paul in our title-passage 
speaks of “the foundation” upon which the Christian Church is built as 
“the apostles and prophets,” he refers specifically and exclusively to the 
Scriptures of both the Old and New Testaments, in which and of which 
“Jesus Christ Himself [is] the chief cornerstone,” the KEYSTONE, the 
indispensable, topmost stone in an arch, in a vault, in a building, central 
to the entire structure’s existence. 
 
Moreover, what set Luther apart from the Papists, from the Anabaptists, 
from the Philippists, from the Calvinists, from rationalists, and from all 
so-called “modernists” and other “-ists” of then and now — yea, what 
sets Luther apart from many who dare to claim his name “in this adul-
terous and sinful generation” (Mark 8:38) — is that he was not ashamed 
to make his Savior and his Savior’s precious Word his sole authority, the 
sole source of his doctrine, the sole standard of his practice, the sole 
foundation of his faith, the sole strength of his life, and the sole rock of 
his assurance in death.  Every Lutheran child who has committed Lu-
ther’s Enchiridion to memory, and every Lutheran adult in whose mem-
ory it still resides, recognizes this characteristically Lutheran (and truly 
Christian) trademark:  Every statement of Christian doctrine in the Small 
Catechism is followed by the question, “Where is this written?” and a 
clear text of HOLY SCRIPTURE that establishes and proves the statement.  
This was Luther’s procedure from the “get-go.”  When he fired, as from 
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a tiny skiff, his opening salvo across the bow of the Papacy and took on 
Leo X’s massive ship-of-church-and-state which had been cruising al-
most unmolested on a calm sea, Luther’s very first statement in the 
Ninety-five Theses clearly shows why his weapon would be effective.  
He cites not “the church,” not “the pope,” not “the fathers,” not “the can-
ons, decrees, encyclicals, and confessions” of councils; but he states un-
ashamedly:  “When our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, says….”  Christ 
and His Word were Luther’s one and only foundation (sola Scriptura), 
as they must be and remain, according to St. Paul in Ephesians 2:20, the 
one and only foundation of every true Christian. 
 
Thus, it is not Dr. Martin Luther as a person whom we celebrate on 
October 31st each year, nor the Lutheran Reformation as a movement, 
in spite of all the spiritual blessings we associate with it and have de-
rived from it, nor even the Lutheran Confessions embodied in the Book 
of Concord as a series of documents indispensable to our faith and life as 
Christians; but we celebrate the HOLY SCRIPTURES in their truth and 
purity as THE ONLY SOURCE AND NORM OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE and as 
the only standard according to which orthodox practice can be main-
tained and ultimately judged. 
 
By God’s grace, this has always been and will continue to be OUR 
position.  It was the position of “our Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10; Mark 8:38; John 8:31-32; etc.).  It was 
the position of the apostles and prophets, as noted above.  It was the 
position of Dr. Luther, as we have seen.  And it was the position of 
his adherents, including those who composed and ratified the Lu-
theran Confessions, as witnessed by the following quotation from the 
Epitome of the Formula of Concord, of which we have highlighted 
the core of this unequivocal declaration: 
 

We believe, teach, and confess that the sole rule and stan-
dard according to which all dogmas together with all 
teachers should be estimated and judged are the prophetic 
and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and of the New Testa-
ment alone… Other writings, however, of ancient or modern 
teachers, whatever name they bear, must not be regarded as 
equal to the Holy Scriptures, but all of them together be sub-
jected to them and should not be received otherwise or further 
than as witnesses, in what manner after the time of the apos-
tles and at what places this [pure] doctrine of the prophets and 
apostles was preserved.  (Triglotta, p. 277). 
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Furthermore, just for the sake of “the record,” it was the position 
of our spiritual “fathers” in the early decades of the 20th Century 
when the Missouri Synod was still a truly orthodox church body, 
not only on paper but also in practice.  Witness, as just a few ex-
amples, the following statements of Dr. Francis Pieper from “The 
Nature and Concept of Theology” in his Christian Dogmatics 
(originally published in German in 1924).  Again, we have taken 
the liberty to boldface the key words. 
 

We take the position that Holy Scripture, in contradistinc-
tion to all other books in the world, is God’s own infallible 
Word and therefore the only source and norm of Christian 
doctrine. (I, p. 3.) 

 
As our examination of the major divisions in the Church has 
shown, there is but one cause of the divisions within the visi-
ble Church: the refusal to abide by Scripture as the only 
source and standard of Christian doctrine….” (I, p. 31.) 

 
Every theologian should be able to see that we are here con-
fronted with an aut-aut [an “either-or”].  Either we accept 
Scripture as God’s own Word and, emphasizing it as the 
sole source and norm of  theology, teach doctrinam divi-
nam, or we deny that Scripture is God’s infallible Word, dis-
tinguish in it between truth and error, and teach, in God’s 
Church, the “visions of our own heart,” the doctrina humana 
of our own Ego.  (I, p. 62.) 

 
…and from his chapter entitled, “Holy Scripture, the Only Source and 
Norm of Christian Doctrine for the Church Today,” as follows: 
 

The talk common in our day [1924] that all church bodies 
stand on Scripture and differ only in their interpretation of it 
is not in accordance with the facts.  The Roman Catholic 
Church does not stand on Scripture, but on the papal interpre-
tation of Scripture.  The Reformed Churches, as far as they 
differ from the Lutheran Church, do not stand on Scripture, 
but on Zwingli’s, Calvin’s, etc. interpretation of Scripture.  
The Lutheran Church, however, does not stand on an inter-
pretation of Scripture, but on Scripture itself.  (I, p. 367.) 

 
Dr. John Theodore Mueller, who wrote an excellent single-volume epit-
ome of Pieper’s original Christliche Dogmatik, states the same principle 
as follows: 
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The viewpoint from which the present dogmatic treatise is 
written is that Holy Scripture is the only source and norm of 
Christian faith and life, for the simple reason that the Bible is 
the divinely inspired Word of God, which is absolutely infalli-
ble and inerrant, both as a whole and in each individual pas-
sage.  Hence, whenever it speaks on any point of doctrine or 
life, the matter is fully decided.  (Mueller: Christian Dogmatics, 
C.P.H., 1934, p. 2.) 

 
All theologians who at any time have rejected Holy Scripture 
as the sole norm of faith have invariably denied the specific 
Christian doctrines, such as the vicarious atonement of Christ, 
justification by grace through faith, etc.  (Ibid., p. 3.) 

 
The doctrine of a fixed revelation, that is, of a divine revela-
tion given us only in the Word of Christ and His prophets and 
apostles, is plainly the doctrine of Scripture.  Eph. 2:20: “And 
[ye] are built upon the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner-stone.”  For 
this reason Christian theology, on the basis of Holy Scripture, 
can acknowledge only one source and standard of true relig-
ion, namely, the inspired, infallible written Word of God, 
or Holy Scripture.  (Ibid., pp. 16-17.) 

 
The crisis that troubles the Christian Church today calls for 
renewed loyalty to the Word of God.  If the Church is to be 
healed from its manifold ills, it must apply the age-old pre-
cious remedy which God has ordained for the salvation of 
men, the unadulterated Word of God.  Christ’s command is: 
“Preach the Gospel,” Mark 16:15.  That divine injunction 
binds all Christians, and in particular all Christian teachers, to 
the Word of God for all time.  “Quod non est biblicum, non 
est theologicum.”  [Whatever is not Biblical is not theologi-
cal.]  This is an axiom which the Christian Church must ever 
respect and heed; if it fails to do this, it is an apostate church 
and dishonors our Lord, who built His Church on the founda-
tion of the prophets and apostles, He Himself being the chief 
Corner-stone.  (Ibid., p. 64.) 

 
Finally, the Brief Statement of 1932, formerly the orthodox position of 
the Missouri Synod, declares in its opening section: 
 

We furthermore teach regarding the Holy Scriptures that they 
are given by God to the Christian Church for the foundation 
of faith, Eph. 2:20.  Hence the Holy Scriptures are the sole 
source from which all doctrines proclaimed in the Chris-
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tian Church must be taken and therefore, too, the sole 
rule and norm by which all teachers and doctrines must 
be examined and judged.  (§ 2.) 

 
We do not arbitrarily assign to the Scriptures this normative authority, 
but, as we have seen, they claim it for themselves.  Both the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament Scriptures are unanimous on this point; 
the “holy men of God” (II Peter 1:21), His prophets from Moses to 
Malachi, proclaimed not themselves but His Word; the Lord Jesus cited 
the Scriptures at every turn and exhorted His disciples to hear them, to 
search them, to continue in them as the norm of “the truth” (Luke 
11:28; John 5:39; John 8:31-32); and His apostles and evangelists con-
sistently direct their readers to the authority of the Scriptures in matters 
of doctrine, faith and life (e.g. II Timothy 3:15ff., etc.).  Moreover, the 
attributes of Holy Writ set the Scriptures apart from all other writings in 
the world, attributes which the Bible itself authenticates in clear and 
certain passages, attributes which even our precious Lutheran Confes-
sions dare not lay claim to.  The Scriptures were verbally [i.e. word-for-
word] inspired by the Holy Ghost (II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:21; I Co-
rinthians 2:13); therefore they are inerrant [containing not the slightest 
error], infallible [absolutely true and reliable], clear and able to give un-
derstanding even to the simple, and all-sufficient to make men “wise unto 
salvation” and to train Christians in holiness of living, containing every-
thing that is needed to be known for saving faith and for a Godly life.   
 
The Scriptures are not subject to the interpretation of sinful men [“No 
prophecy of the Scriptures is of any private interpretation” (II Peter 
1:21)], but they interpret themselves according to the axiom, Scriptura 
Scripturam interpretatur [Scripture is interpreted by Scripture].  They 
are, therefore, their own standard, as well as being the only legitimate 
standard or norm of Christian doctrine and practice, of faith and life.  
Thus we speak of Scripture as the norma normans — literally, the rule 
that rules, the standard of standards, the norm that norms every other 
norm, the be-all and end-all of authority in Christ’s Church (John 8:31-
32, etc.).  All other standards or “norms” according to which we preach 
and teach, and formulate doctrinal statements, and judge between truth 
and error, and establish consistent practice in and between our churches 
dare not speak or teach “otherwise than God’s Word teaches” (Luther) 
but must BE normed by Scripture if they are not to profane the Name of 
God among us (First Petition).  All such “secondary norms”  — includ-
ing the three ecumenical creeds, Luther’s catechisms, and the other pre-
cious Lutheran Confessions, as well as the beloved Brief Statement of 
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1932— are called norma normata, norms or standards that are normed 
by Scripture.  In other words, those “secondary norms” are acceptable 
and useful and valuable and venerable ONLY because they are correct 
expositions of God’s Word, ONLY because they set forth the truth of 
Holy Scripture in what they declare and teach, ONLY because, having 
been normed by Scripture, they can be shown to be faithful exhibitions 
of what Scripture itself teaches concerning the matters which they ad-
dress — and they don’t address everything, as we well know. 
 
Sadly, in their effort to direct outward Lutheranism back to its histori-
cal heritage, some so-called “confessional Lutherans” have made the 
ludicrous, arrogant, and completely indefensible claim that “the Con-
fessions norm Scripture.”  They say that they share the concern of Dr. 
Walther, penned about one-hundred fifty years ago, that the Lutheran 
Church, already then “lying in the dust,” might “gradually degenerate 
into a body which is Lutheran in name only, without any characteristics 
of the Church of the Reformation.”  Walther’s suggestion: “The only 
help for resurrecting our Church lies in a renewed acceptance of its old 
orthodox confessions and in a renewed unconditional subscription to its 
Symbols” (Quoted from an essay delivered by Walther to the Western 
District Convention in 1858, translated from the German and published 
in the Concordia Theological Monthly, XVIII, No. 4, April, 1947).  
The “confessionals” have become alarmed by the attitude of many 
“liberal” but professing “Lutheran” theologians that it is legalistic to 
require a “quia subscription” to the Lutheran Confessions, that is, to 
require Lutheran pastors, teachers, and professors in particular to swear 
allegiance to the Confessions NOT “insofar as” [quatenus] they cor-
rectly exhibit the truth of God’s Word in the doctrines which they set 
forth, but “because” [quia] they consistently and correctly exhibit the 
truth of the Scriptures in their doctrinal statements.  We have always 
held with our “fathers,” including Dr. Walther, who wrote specifically 
on this matter, that a quia subscription is necessary to show that the 
doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church IS the doctrine of Holy 
Scripture, that every doctrine contained in the Symbols IS in full agree-
ment with Scripture, and that the doctrinal content of the Confessions 
in no way militates against Scripture.  Nevertheless, as much as we too 
value the Lutheran Confessions and unconditionally subscribe to them, 
we respectfully prefer Dr. John Theodore Mueller’s assessment over 
that of Dr. Walther regarding the “only real help” for the 
“resurrection” of the Lutheran Church in its various synodical 
factions to truly orthodox and truly “Lutheran” doctrine and 
practice: “The crisis that troubles the Christian Church today 
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calls for renewed loyalty to the Word of God.  If the Church is 
to be healed from its manifold ills, it must apply the age-old pre-
cious remedy which God has ordained for the salvation of men, 
the unadulterated Word of God” (Mueller, op. cit., p. 64). 
 
We hasten to add, however, that Dr. Walther NEVER CLAIMED that “the 
Confessions norm the Scriptures.”  To be sure, he was concerned that 
true Lutherans should form a united front against errorists by subscrib-
ing unconditionally to the Confessions as a clear declaration of their 
proper understanding and interpretation of Scripture in their doctrine 
and practice and as a norma normata “on the basis of which all other 
writings and teachings can be judged and regulated” to safeguard the 
Church’s “distinctly Lutheran characteristics.”  He wrote in his above-
referenced essay: 
 

Since all divisions within Christendom appeal to Scripture, 
the mere confession that one believes what is in Scripture is 
not a confession that clearly distinguishes the confessor from 
the false believer.  For, in spite of this confession, no one 
knows whether one accepts Scripture in the true sense or not 
or whether one is a Papist, or an enthusiast, or a Rationalist, 
or an orthodox Christian.  Therefore an unconditional sub-
scription is indispensable.  For the sake of clarity it is neces-
sary to declare how one understands and interprets Scripture 
and the articles of faith that are contained in it. 

 
Notice, however, that Walther does NOT agree with those who claim 
for the Lutheran Confessions a PRIMARY NORMING AUTHORITY that sets 
the standard for the proper understanding and interpretation of Scrip-
ture.  He merely shows that an unconditional subscription to the Con-
fessions distinguishes orthodox Lutherans, who understand and inter-
pret Scripture according to its one true sense or meaning (sensus liter-
alis unus est), as it interprets itself (Scriptura Scripturam interpretatur), 
and as it speaks in its own plain words (nuda Scriptura),  from the Pa-
pists, who force upon it the officially-sanctioned interpretation of “Holy 
Mother Church,” from the enthusiasts, whose private interpretation of 
the Bible effectively does away with Scripture entirely, and from the Ra-
tionalists, whose manipulation of the Scriptures with human reason de-
stroys their divine authority, inerrancy, clarity, and sufficiency. 
 
Walther does NOT agree with the Lutheran Churches of the Reforma-
tion [L. C. R.], for example, who hold that the Bible “must be under-
stood in the sense of the Lutheran Confessions and the three creeds of 
Christendom” (Pastor K. K. Miller, L. C. R. Administrator: Report of 
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the Commission on Doctrine, printed in The Faithful Word, Vol. 38, No. 4, 
Winter 2001), and that “the Confessions show how the Scriptures must be 
understood to give an accurate picture of what they say and what the truth 
is” (Pastor Roger Fehr in an exploratory meeting to determine possible 
common ground with our Concordia Lutheran Conference, January 11, 
2000.  Later that same year he was received by colloquy into the L. C. R.).  
If indeed it takes the Confessions to give an accurate picture of what the 
Scriptures say and what the truth is, we wonder how anyone prior to 1580 
could have really “known the truth” (John 8:31-32) at all, or how anyone 
could have benefited from our Savior’s declaration to Pilate, “Everyone 
that is of the truth heareth My voice.”  Is Pilate to be excused for his igno-
rance of the truth because he couldn’t have known and recognized it with-
out the Lutheran Confessions??  Is that what the Apostle Peter meant when 
he said that there were certain things in Paul’s epistles that were “hard to be 
understood” (II Peter 3:16) —namely, because the early Christians didn’t 
yet have the Lutheran Confessions to shed necessary light on them??   Your 
writer was frankly shocked that Pastor Fehr affixed his signature to the 
statement, “The Confessions norm Scripture,” and then added, as if in em-
phasis, “We don’t judge doctrine on the basis of Scripture but on the basis 
of the Confessions.”  In defense of Pastor Fehr, Miller wrote in an open 
letter addressed to Pastor Robert Lietz (now of our Conference) and pub-
lished in the official organ of the L. C. R., “In a certain sense the Confes-
sions do norm Scripture; i.e. the regula fidei, or analogy of faith, which is 
spelled out to a large extent in the Confessions, shows how the Scripture 
must be understood” (The Faithful Word, op. cit., p. 23).  Indeed, the anal-
ogy of faith may be “spelled out to a large extent” (whatever that means) in 
ANY document of human origin, even in a pastor’s sermon or in a com-
mentary; but that fact hardly gives that document norming authority over 
Holy Scripture!  Neither does it put that document on a par with Holy 
Scripture!  Pastor Miller to Pastor Lietz: “It is all the same whether we 
judge doctrine on the basis of the Confessions or on the basis of Scripture.  
Surely as a Lutheran you should know that” (Ibid.).  Surely as Lutherans we 
know NO SUCH THING!  How would John 8:31-32 read with “OR the Lu-
theran Confessions — it’s all the same” inserted into it?  How about Ephe-
sians 2:20??  The Confessions DO NOT norm the Scriptures!  It’s precisely 
the other way around!  And our sainted fathers, who penned those confes-
sions and boldly affixed their quia subscriptions to them, would have been 
the first to say so.  As a matter of fact, as we pointed out earlier, they DID 
say so: 

We believe, teach, and confess that the sole rule and stan-
dard according to which all dogmas together with all 
teachers should be estimated and judged are the pro-
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phetic and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and of the New 
Testament alone… Other writings, however, of ancient or 
modern teachers, whatever name they bear, must not be re-
garded as equal to the Holy Scriptures, but all of them to-
gether be subjected to them and should not be received other-
wise or further than as witnesses, in what manner after the 
time of the apostles and at what places this [pure] doctrine of 
the prophets and apostles was preserved.  (Formula of Con-
cord, Epitome, Triglotta, p. 277). 

 
Dr. Friedrich Bente, the noted and universally-acclaimed historian, in 
his Historical Introductions to the Symbolical Books, recognized this 
God-pleasing attitude of our Lutheran fathers, stating in §287, p. 252, of 
the Triglotta: 

 
But according to the Formula, the supreme arbiter and only 
final rule in all matters of religion is the inspired Word of 
God; and absolutely all human teachers and books, including 
Luther and the Lutheran symbols, are subject to its verdict …
that in matters of faith and doctrine not Luther, not the 
Church, not the symbols, nor any other human authority, but 
His Word alone is the sole rule and norm.  …Luther himself, 
[the Formula] declares, “has expressly drawn this distinction, 
namely, that the Word of God alone should be and remain the 
only standard and rule of doctrine to which the writings of no 
man should be regarded as equal, but to which everything 
should be subjected.” (853, 9.)  Scripture is, and always must 
remain, the only norma normans, the standard that rules eve-
rything —such was the attitude of the Formula of Concord.
…Accordingly, the proof proper for the truth of any doctrinal 
statement is taken by the Formula neither from the Lutheran 
symbols nor from the writings of Luther, but from the Word 
of God. 

As silver tried by fire is pure 
from all adulteration, 

so through God’s Word shall men endure 
each trial and temptation. 

Its light beams brighter through the cross; 
and, purified from human dross, 
it shines through every nation. 

 

(TLH 260, 5 - Luther, 1523) 
 
Here we stand, with Luther, on sola Scriptura!  God help us!  Amen! 
 

—D. T. M.  
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The Russian Trip 
by 

 

Rev. Ross A. Mahan and Rev. Edward J. Worley 
Mission Committee Representatives 

 
We left for Russia from Detroit, Michigan, on Monday August 1st and 
after a long flight finally arrived in Moscow at 
noon on Tuesday. The airport and passport offi-
cials were very slow; and, after a long cab-ride to 
our terminal and hundreds of people trying to get 
through security, Pastor Worley and I missed our 
connecting flight to Ekaterinburg. By this time 
we were exhausted, the airport was hot and hu-
mid, and we did not know how we were going to 
contact Pastor Schurganoff about the change in 
our schedule. While Brother Ed stayed with the luggage, I went in 
search of help. The Lord led me to a young lady named Veronica in the 
ticket office who spoke English. She rescheduled our flight for eight 
hours later that day and sent an e-mail to Brother Roman to tell him 
about our new arrival time.  
 
At 1:00 a.m. we arrived in Ekaterinburg, where we were met by Pas-
tor Schurganoff, a church member named Stas, and Dasha, our inter-
preter. When we got to our hotel, 
we discovered that our tiny hotel 
room was not air conditioned, and 
the window would not open. 
Thankfully we were able to beg a 
small fan from the lady at the 
front desk and finally fell asleep 
around 3:00 a.m. After resting the 
next day, we enjoyed dinner with 
Brother Roman, Dasha, and her 
husband. The Lord sent Dasha for 
our trip. She was the perfect hostess, tour guide, and interpreter. She 
had been an exchange student in America five years before while in 
high school and spoke perfect English. Throughout the week we had 
the opportunity to speak with Dasha about her faith in Christ. She 



 

135 

told us she had been baptized in the Russian Orthodox Church as a 
child but had come to true faith in Christ while attending church with 
her host family in Indiana. We encouraged her to continue feeding 
her soul with the precious Word of God and to attend Pastor Schur-
ganoff’s church. We asked Brother Roman to give her a copy of Lu-
ther’s Small Catechism in Russian to help in her understanding of 
God’s Word.  
 
Travel in Ekaterinburg is easy and inexpensive. Trolley buses and sub-
ways are readily available for next to nothing, or, if you feel brave, just 
put out your thumb. When a driver stops, offer him enough rubles, and 
he will take you where you want to go. We met some very interesting 
people this way. One warning though: Russians drive with abandon, 
street lanes and speed limits are mere suggestions, Russian drivers 
must be fearless, and they are. One afternoon Pastor Schurganoff and 
another member of his church named Slova took us to see the Cathe-
dral of Blood, a Russian Orthodox Church honoring the Czar and his 
family that were killed by the Bolsheviks there. We observed an eve-
ning prayer service at the Cathedral. It was nothing but chanting, in-
cense, and bowing, and reminded us of Paul’s words to Timothy about 
churches with a form of godliness without the power of the Gospel (II 
Timothy 3:5). Satan has blinded the minds of the Russian people. You 
can almost feel the devil’s oppression as you walk down the street, and 
you can see it on the faces of the people. Drunkenness is a major prob-
lem in Russia. People drink alcohol like water. You would see people 
walking down the street or riding on a bus early in the day casually 
drinking a bottle of beer or vodka. Our hotel room was just a few doors 
down from a bar that was open 24 hours a day for the hotel guests.  
 
The city itself was like an old movie with cars and buildings in various 
stages of disrepair. The remnants of the Communist era are still visible. 
All over town there are concrete walls topped with rolls of barbed wire, 
war memorials, and old statues honoring famous Communist leaders. 
One afternoon we were invited to Brother Roman’s apartment for a 
delicious Russian meal of fish pie. Twice Dasha invited us to her par-
ent’s summer home on the outskirts of the city for dinner with her fam-
ily and friends. In the past these summer homes were rewards given to 
the Communist party faithful, but now they are owned by individuals. 
It was very relaxing to get out of the city for a few hours. Food was 
cheap, so we were able to sample several Russian restaurants and cof-
fee shops. During the week we were able get to know Pastor Schurgan-
off somewhat better, as well as one of the members of his church who 
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spoke very highly of Brother Roman and his work among them. He 
compared the church in Russia to a small sprig of grass growing in a 
rocky field, and he assured us that by God’s grace the orthodox Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Ekaterinburg would survive.  Evidently, 
Pastor Schurganoff was very busy during our stay because we spent 
more time with the interpreter than with him.  We had hoped to be able 
to observe him doing pastoral work, such as teaching catechism and 
perhaps interacting with his people during our visit.  Instead we were 
only able to observe him conducting the Sunday service and preaching a 
sermon.   
 
On Sunday morning Stas picked us up at the hotel and drove us to the 
Divine Service at 1:00 p.m. 
We wound around some alley 
ways until we came to a door 
with a sign over it. Below was 
the church sign with the time 
of services listed on it. The 
church meets in a building 
that during the week is an al-
coholic rehabilitation center. 
Brother Roman said it was not 
unusual for drunks to wander 
into the worship service by mistake. Stas led us down a hallway to a 
small room where there were chairs set up along with a small altar. 
There was the new altarware that our Conference purchased for the 
church.  Pastor Schurganoff greeted us when we arrived but quickly left 
to prepare for the service. The service was in Russian, but the hymns 
were familiar; and we were able to sing along. The people in the church 
were sincere and greeted us warmly, and we were able to partake of 
Holy Communion together with our Russian brethren. Brother Roman 
preached a rather lively sermon. We asked Dasha to outline the main 
points of his sermon for us, and her outline sounded excellent. Pastor 
Schurganoff preached on “The Righteousness of Christ” by weaving 
together the Epistle and Gospel readings for the day.  It was during his 
preaching that we saw his pastoral manner come to the forefront.  Using 
the full range of emotional expressions, he did an excellent job of bring-
ing the texts home to the hearers.  With the help of our interpreter, we 
read a greeting to the church from all of the brethren in the C.L.C. After 
the service we conducted a brief question and answer session for the 
people after which we wished them God’s blessing and returned to our 
hotel. Although we did not get all of our questions answered as thor-
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oughly as we would have liked, we were encouraged when we wit-
nessed how Pastor Schurganoff conducted the Divine service and espe-
cially how well he presented his sermon in a lively manner.  Brother 
Roman, Stas, Dasha, and her father, Ivan, took us to the airport on 
Tuesday morning to see us off.  
 
As we have reflected upon our visit to Ekaterinburg, we find ourselves 
praying more fervently for our Russian brethren. The spiritual needs of 
Ekaterinburg and of Russia are enormous, but the presence of a true 
orthodox church in the midst of a city this size should be encouraging 
and a cause for rejoicing. One of the members of the church told us that 
they are committed to seeing this church survive with or without our 
help. He expressed his sincere gratitude for our financial help and espe-
cially our prayers. We went to Ekaterinburg to encourage our brethren 
and strengthen the bonds of fellowship between us, but we left encour-
aged with what God was doing in this small group of faithful believers. 
May God grant us renewed faith and resolve as we work together in the 
cause of His truth.  Amen.  
 

—R. A. M. and E. J. W. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ekaterinburg 
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Self-Pity 
 
This is a sin which has plagued man ever since the Fall of our first parents, 
Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden.  Remember the example of Cain?  He 
had murdered his very own brother, and the Lord pronounced punishment for 
what he had done. And what was his reaction? Did he repent of his horrible 
crime? On the contrary he was filled with self-pity, and we hear him declare, 
“My punishment is greater than I can bear.” (Genesis 4:13). Think also of the 
examples of Jonah (4:1-3); David (Psalm 73:13-16); Elijah (I Kings 19:4). 
 
That sin of self-pity is just as common and prevalent as ever! Many who 
bear the name Christian wallow in this sin and bring forth the bitter fruits 
of self-pity. Instead of rising in the morning with a happy heart and a cheer-
ful face and letting their light shine, they swish around in self-pity and 
whine about how unfair everybody else treats them. What makes the atti-
tude of “poor me” so insidious is that it is a sign of self-centeredness and 
selfishness, “me, myself, and I.”  They want the world to revolve around 
them. With them it is always a matter of “taking” and never “giving.”  Such 
never take an honest look at themselves and ask: “What have I done to 
make others happy?” No, self-pity always blames someone else and de-
clares, “It’s all their fault!” 
 
Helen Keller (1880-1968), who had been blind and deaf since childhood 
declared, “Self-pity is our worst enemy and, if we yield to it, we can never 
do anything good in the world.” And just look what that woman accom-
plished in her life time as a blind and deaf educator! 
 
When we are tempted to self-pity, let us begin to count our blessings, nam-
ing them one by one; and it will surprise us what the Lord hath done! Just 
think of all the earthly blessings which we are privileged to enjoy. But, above 
all, let us remind ourselves of the unmerited spiritual blessings which the Lord 
has bestowed upon us. The heavenly Father so loved me that He gave His only 
begotten Son to deliver me from the wages of sin. The Holy Spirit has worked 
the true saving faith within my heart so that I am now His dear child through 
faith in Jesus and can now sing with Paul Gerhardt, “My heart for joy is 
springing and can no more be sad. ‘Tis full of mirth and singing, sees naught 
but sunshine glad.  The Sun that cheers my spirit is Jesus Christ, my King; the 
heaven I shall inherit makes me rejoice and sing.”  God loves me and there-
fore I know that all things will work together for my welfare (Romans 8:28).  
If only we would meditate upon these undeserved blessings, then there would 
be no room for self-pity; but instead every breath of ours would be a hymn of 
praise to Him who has created us, redeemed us, and made us His own dear 
children through faith in Jesus. 

—M. L. N. 
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A Book for the GrownUps… 
 
This Reformation season reacquaint 
yourself with Dr. Martin Luther’s 
Large Catechism, which he wrote in 
1529, and of which his Small Cate-
chism or “Enchiridion” is really a con-
densation. The English text is taken 
from the Concordia Triglotta.  This 
new edition also contains the historical 
introduction by Dr. F. Bente, and easy 
to follow topical paragraph headings 
originally supplied by Dr. J. T. Muel-
ler, author of Christian Dogmatics, in 
his 1929 edition of Luther’s classic.  
Ours is the only stand-alone edition in 
print using the thoroughly reliable 
translation from the Triglotta. 
 
195 pages, paperback        Only $ 9.95 

A Book for the Little Ones…. 
 

Scriptural Publications is pleased  to  
reprint a treasured children’s classic just 
in time for Reformation. This little his-
tory of the life of Dr. Martin Luther was 
written over fifty years ago by Professor 
Albert H. Miller, Concordia Teachers’ 
College, River Forest, Illinois, together 
with his daughter, Elfrieda, a parochial 
school teacher.  Of special interest are 
the color-washed illustrations which are 
reproduced exactly from the original. 
 

Introduce to your children the life and 
work of Dr. Luther in this easy-to-read and 
completely reliable history of the “Hero of 
the Reformation.” 

Only $ 3.95 

 

Luther’s  
Large  

Catechism 
 

With 
Historical Introduction 
  Paragraph Headings  

and Notes 
 
 

MARTIN  LUTHER 
in 

STORY  AND  PICTURE 
 

Order both books through Scriptural Publications  708-532-4306 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

__________________________________ 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg 
Yekaterinburg, Russia 
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor 
P. O. Box 62 
620088 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
E-mail: lutheran@66.ru 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Robinson Dodo, Pastor 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
Abalama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Elison B. Agborubere, Pastor 
Thompson Compound Abalama 
Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 

 
St. Clement’s Lutheran Church 
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Lucky Kaladokubo, Pastor 
St. Clement Lutheran Church, 
Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry 
Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria 
The Rev. Allenson Karibi Asawo, Pastor 
76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
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As an ideal Reformation study, we present a new printing of Dr. 
P. E. Kretzmann’s outstanding tract on the Papacy.  His title is 
taken from this unequivocal statement in our Lutheran Confes-
sions: 
 

“Haec doctrina praeclare ostendit 
 pap am esse ipsum verum antichristum.” 

(“This teaching shows forcefully that  
the Pope is the very Antichrist….”) 

 
Dr. Kretzmann’s abstract dates back to the “days of ortho-
doxy” in the Missouri Synod, when the statements of our con-
fessional fathers, made on the basis of clear Scripture, could 
still be printed and published without concern for “political 
correctness.”  We still accept the judgment of the fathers as 
completely in accord with II Thessalonians 2:3-12 and con-
firmed by the Papacy’s own legacy of spiritual tyranny and its 
consistent curse upon the doctrine of justification by grace, 
for Christ’s sake, through faith alone. 
 

The Pope is the Very Antichrist 
by 

P. E. Kretzmann 
Only $ 2.00 

St. Paul’s Nyemoni Lutheran Cathedral 
Abonnema, Nigeria 
The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and 
The Rev. God’stime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors 
P. O. Box 123 
Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Nigeria 
The Rev. Onengiye C. Wariboko, Pastor 
St. Paul� s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
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Directory of Member Congregations 
 

FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203      Telephone:  (517) 787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201 (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@acd.net 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730   Telephone (503) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913       Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Midland Motor Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class …..... 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355         
Sunday School & Bible Class ...... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355        (541) 258-2941 
E-mail: m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
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ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178          Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118   (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. MARK’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411  Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
Sunday School & Bible Class  .......... 8:45 a.m. 
Worship Service ……………………...10:00 a.m. 
The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
E-mail:  revbloedel@yahoo.com  
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 11:15 a.m. 
The Rev. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279 (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 

 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302           Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m. 
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 
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The Formula of Concord  
on Martin Luther 

 
“By the special grace and mercy of the Almighty, 
the doctrine concerning the chief articles of our 
Christian religion (which under the Papacy had 
been horribly obscured by human teachings and 
ordinances) were explained and purified again 
from God’s Word by Dr. Luther, of blessed and 
holy memory.” (847, 1.)  
 
“In these last times, God, out of special grace, 
has brought the truth of His Word to light 
again from the darkness of the Papacy through 
the faithful service of the precious man of God, 
Dr. Luther.” (851, 5.)  


