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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

 To set forth in simple and plain lan-
guage the pure doctrine of God's Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932. 
 To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and how, 
out of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are to lead Godly lives. 
 To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi-
tation. 
 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's institution.  
All who do this are the true visible Church on 
earth. 
 To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.  
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice 
a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 
 To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.." 
 To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph-
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God. 
 To expose particularly the false teach-
ing and practice of the various so-called 
"Lutheran" church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what is plainly 
recorded in the Word of God, in the 
Lutheran Confessions, and in the old or-
thodox Lutheran writings. 
 To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings in 
the church and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 
 To be truthful and factual in our report-
ing and freely to correct any misinformation 
of which we are not aware and which has 
been called to our attention. Also to clarify 
any information or statement of doctrine 
or practice which may be unclear to our 
readers or which may create a wrong 
impression. 
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 Some 

 

 MOTHER’S DAY 
 

Thoughts to Consider 
 

It cannot justifiably be denied that mothers have a very important role 
in the family structure. We have some well-known personages who 
openly acknowledge this truth. What a glowing tribute the 16th Presi-
dent of our country paid to his mother when he publicly declared, “All 
that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel mother”… “I remember 
my mother’s prayers and they have always followed me.  They have 
clung to me all my life.”  And some 100 years before Abraham Lin-
coln, President George Washington wrote of his mother, “My mother 
was the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I owe to my 
mother.  I attribute all my success in life to the moral, intellectual and 
physical education I received from her.” And, in a similar vein,  Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson describes his mother and the influence she had 
on him: “There never was a woman like her. She was gentle as a dove 
and brave as a lioness…The memory of my mother and her teachings 
were, after all, the only capital I had to start life with, and on that capi-
tal I have made my way.”  
 
When we open the pages of history and observe those who played such 
a prominent role in the history of our country, many more examples 
could undoubtedly be cited. When we turn to our Bibles, there we 
Christians find what God says about the tribute that is to be given to a 
Christian mother.  This we memorized already in our early Sunday 
School days, “Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother, that it may 
be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth” (Fourth 
Commandment). That honor and respect is to be accorded her not only 
when she is actively engaged raising her children but also in her old 
age. “Despise not thy mother when she is old” (Proverbs 23:22). Even 
though Solomon was king over all Israel, we observe him honoring his 
mother. He “rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat 
down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king’s mother; 
and she sat on his right hand” (I Kings 2:19). And we have the perfect 
example of our Savior who obeyed Mary when He was 12-years-old, 
and when He was 33 years-old seeing to it that she would be taken care 
of by the Apostle John (John 19:26-27).  
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Moreover, the Scriptures in chapter 31 of Proverbs, beginning with 
verse 10, describe to us the characteristics of a wife and mother who 
pleases the Lord and then concludes with the words, “She openeth her 
mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She 
looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of 
idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, 
and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou 
excellest them all. Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her 
hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates” (verses 26-31). 
Such a wife and mother may not receive the plaudits of the so-called 
“emancipated woman,” but she can declare with the hymnwriter, “I’m 
honored by my Lord; what is the world to me!” (T.L.H. 430). Such 
faithful Christian women may be looked down upon by those worldly-
minded women who turn their backs on the home for an outside career 
“to develop their full potential;” but, submitting to God’s authority, 
they seek to abide by a higher authority which tells them “to love their 
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at 
home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be 
not blasphemed” (Titus 2:4-5). 
 
What an opportunity the Christian wife and mother has to direct and 
guide her children! Obviously the woman who is a “keeper at home” 
has more time to spend with the children. By the time the children reach 
school-age, they have already had impressed upon their little minds ba-
sic Scriptural truths in Bible stories, prayers, hymn verses, etc.  The 
foundation is thus laid upon which the building up of their faith will 
continue throughout their formative years. There simply is no doubt 
about it, the best years for inculcating the fundamental truths of the Bi-
ble upon an individual are the formative years of childhood and youth. 
The passage “train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6) applies not only to the 
father but also to the mother. Look at the example of Timothy, the co-
laborer of the Apostle Paul. “From a child thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:15). And in his 2nd Epistle 
to Timothy, the Apostle then refers to the sincere faith of Timothy’s 
grandmother, Lois, and his mother, Eunice (1:5), which obviously had 
its wholesome effect upon the young man as witnessed by his dedication 
and service in the Lord’s vineyard (Compare, for example, Acts chapters 
16-20; Romans 16:21; I Corinthians 4:17; I Timothy 1: 2-4; 4: 6-16 ). 
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A discerning Christian wife and mother will also ascertain whether her 
son might be a likely candidate for the Office of the Ministry. If she 
observes such potential gifts and the inclination on the part of her son, 
then, by all means, she should do all within her calling to encourage 
that desire and in no way to discourage him by speaking disparagingly 
of the Pastoral Office. On the contrary, she should take advantage of 
every opportunity to impress upon his young mind what a great honor 
the Lord confers upon that man who occupies “the highest office in the 
church” (Apology, Article XV, Concordia Triglotta, page 327); and 
what a privilege it is to proclaim that precious Word through which the 
Holy Ghost plucks the individual out of his spiritual and eternal death 
and ushers him into heaven. May our merciful heavenly Father grant 
not only the husbands and fathers, but also the wives and mothers in our 
congregations, His Holy Spirit to be more zealous in taking advantage 
of the opportunities which He grants us for Jesus’ sake! 

 —M. L. N. 

 

Passages for the Children to Review for 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 

Leviticus 19:3 
Leviticus 19:32 
Proverbs 23:22 
Proverbs 29:15 
Proverbs 30:11 
Proverbs 30:17 
Isaiah 49:15 

Matthew 15:4 
Romans 13:7 
Ephesians 4:26 
Ephesians 6:1-3 
Colossians 3:20 
I Timothy 5:3-4 
I Peter 5:5-6 



 

 

   54 

The Ascended Christ’s  
Gifts to His Church 

 
“Wherefore He saith, When He ascended up on high, He led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. …And He gave some apostles, and some 
prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 
perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.”  —Ephesians 4:8; 11-12 
 
When Christ, already before His great passion, told His disciples what He 
would have to suffer and endure for their sakes as the Redeemer of the 
world (Matthew 16:21; 20:18-19; Luke 18:31-33), they were 
“understandably” upset because of their spiritual ignorance of His true mis-
sion and of its’ cost to Him; and they supposed that He could have 
“redeemed Israel” without being humiliated, abused, tortured and slain 
(Luke 24:21; cf. Matthew 16:22-23).  But when, in His lengthy discourse 
with them on the night of His betrayal, Jesus also foretold what they would 
have to suffer and endure for His sake after His ascension into heaven 
(John 15 and 16), Jesus said that sorrow had filled their hearts because of 
the prospect of these things (John 15:21; 16:1, 3, 4, 6).  And they were par-
ticularly sorrowful because the Savior would not be with them anymore —
visibly, according to His local presence— to teach them, to encourage 
them, and to sustain them.  It wasn’t as if He were about to desert them in 
their time of need and to leave them “comfortless” (John 14:18), He told 
them; but He would send them “another Comforter” to be their constant 
companion, “even the Spirit of Truth” (vv. 16-17), “the Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My Name.” He further 
explained “He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your re-
membrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (v. 26).  For the appearance 
of that Comforter the disciples were to wait in Jerusalem “not many days” 
after Jesus’ ascension from the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:4-5). 
 
The ascended Christ made good on that promise within ten short days 
when, on the first Christian Pentecost, He sent them His Spirit in ex-
traordinary measure, in the outpouring prophesied by Joel in the Old 
Testament (Joel 2:28-32) and fulfilled to the letter on the fiftieth day af-
ter His resurrection as recorded by Luke in Acts 2:1-21.  It was then that 
the disciples received “power from on high” (Luke 24:49), not only for 
that momentous occasion on which they proclaimed in numerous foreign 
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languages “the wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:4-11), but for their 
entire apostolic service, during which they were witnesses for the Lord 
Jesus (Acts 1:8) in their preaching, in their teaching, in the miracles 
which they performed in validation of their message, in the thoughts 
which they expressed and in the very words which they wrote “by in-
spiration of God” as they penned the Holy Scriptures of the New Tes-
tament (II Timothy 3:16). 
 
But that same Holy Spirit was given by the ascended Christ, not only to 
the apostles whom He had chosen and upon whom He had bestowed 
His extraordinary gifts; but He gave the same Spirit unto His entire 
church in the ministration of the precious Means of Grace through 
which the Spirit would continue to edify the Savior’s mystical body and 
preserve it unto life everlasting.  Such gifts of grace were His to grant 
(Matthew 28:18).  He had earned the right by the work He had accom-
plished (John 17:4ff.).  He had been given the privilege in His exalta-
tion (Philippians 2:9).  For St. Paul, in verse 8 of our title-text, first 
quotes the Psalmist’s praise  (Psalm 68:18) of the victorious and as-
cended Messiah, who, by His death on Calvary, destroyed the power of 
His enemies, death, hell, and Satan (Hebrews 2:14).  It was this Mes-
siah, “The Lord, our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:6), who, in His tri-
umphant resurrection on the third day, witnessed the Father’s satisfac-
tion that His beloved Son’s mission of redemption had been accom-
plished and had purchased the reconciliation of the world unto Himself 
(II Corinthians 5:19).  It was this quickened and exalted Christ; who, in 
His descent into hell, proclaimed His victory over all His enemies (I 
Peter 3:18-19) and, in His ascension into heaven, “led captivity cap-
tive,” that is, as the supreme Victor, paraded His vanquished foes as the 
spoils of His triumph and put them to open shame as the casualties of 
His accomplished warfare (Colossians 2:15).  It was this exalted and 
ascended Lord, who had now entered into the unlimited and perpetual 
use of the divine power and authority which had been communicated to 
His human nature at His conception (Matthew 28:18), who earned the 
right to “[give] gifts unto men,” and who now “fills all things” with 
His repletive presence (Ephesians 4:10) as the King of kings and Lord 
of all lords, the Head of His precious Church. 
 
What gifts specifically did the exalted and now ascended Christ give to 
His church on earth?  And for what purpose?  St. Paul writes that “He 
gave some, apostles.”   These gifts were given in the form of men and in 
their ministration of His grace.  A careful study of verse 11 is necessary 
because the English language does not convey precisely what the original 
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Greek text indicates, and the inserted comma after the word “some” to 
separate it from the words “apostles,” “prophets,” etc., doesn’t really 
help the situation.  As it reads in English, “some” could refer to the 
quantity or number of apostles given [some apostles as opposed to many 
apostles]; and it could also indicate the recipients of Christ’s gifts [He 
gave to some Christians Apostles, and to some He gave prophets, etc.].  
The latter usage is very common in English: “He gave me a present.”  
But the Greek is very clear indeed.  The word “some” refers to the gifts 
themselves — some of which were apostles, some of which were proph-
ets, some of which were evangelists, and some of which were pastors and 
teachers —but all of which were given for the purpose of appropriately 
equipping the believers to serve one another’s spiritual edification.  
 
Some gifts Christ gave to His church as apostles, those whom He spe-
cially and specifically “sent out” (John 20:21) or commissioned 
[απόστολος one sent out] to give their eyewitness testimony of Him 
(Acts 1:8; II Peter 1:16-18); to make disciples of all nations through the 
application of the Means of Grace (Matthew 28:19-20); to proclaim His 
Word, both Law and Gospel, in all the world to every creature (Mark 
16:15-16); to teach or indoctrinate His believing disciples (Matthew 
28:20) according to the norm of Scripture (I Timothy 6:3; II Timothy 
3:16; etc.); and both to speak and to write down, by the verbal inspira-
tion of the Holy Ghost, His authoritative and infallible Word (I Corin-
thians 2:13; I Thessalonians 2:13; I Corinthians 14:37; etc.) for our 
learning.  When therefore the early church in Jerusalem continued 
steadfastly in “the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42), the believers in that 
local congregation were “perfected” or reliably and thoroughly 
equipped “for the work of ministration” [Gk.], the work of serving one 
another spiritually by “edifying the body of Christ,” by building up His 
mystical body authoritatively and infallibly, not merely in numbers but 
in spiritual strength, stamina, and endurance unto salvation. 
 
Some gifts the exalted Christ gave as prophets, as New Testament 
prophets, men (and occasionally also women, Acts 21:9) who received 
special revelations from the Lord to pass along to their brethren, mes-
sages usually limited in their scope and intended to address special cir-
cumstances in the local congregations.  Those who had been specially 
“gifted” in this manner were to make use of that gift properly and hum-
bly, confident of God’s purpose in bestowing it upon them for the bene-
fit of the believers.  Those whose gift of prophecy was a special ability 
to unfold divine truth were to “prophesy according to the proportion of 
faith” (Romans 12:6), that is, to speak according to the analogy of 
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faith.  There is no evidence in Scripture, however, that this special gift 
of prophecy —whether only the prophecy of special and limited revela-
tions OR the gift of extraordinary exposition of divine truth—   contin-
ued past the apostolic age; neither is there any indication in Scripture 
that we are to look for such “prophecy” anymore today since we have in 
the completed Scriptures “a more sure Word of prophecy, whereunto 
[we] do well that [we] take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place” (II Peter 1:19; cf. Psalm 119:105; Jeremiah 23:28). 
 
“And He gave some [as] evangelists,” those whose special gifts made 
them notably fitted for “missionary work,” as we would call it today, of 
witnessing the good news of the Gospel to the heathen.  Philip, one of 
the deacons in the church at Jerusalem, was one such “evangelist” (Acts 
21:8), who, at the direct (immediate) prompting of the Holy Ghost, ap-
proached the Ethiopian eunuch on the road in the so-called “Gaza strip,” 
instructed him concerning Christ’s vicarious atonement, and baptized 
him (Acts 8:26ff.).  While every Christian is to be an “evangelist” in the 
wider sense of the term (Mark 16:15), the Lord gave to the early church 
particular individuals, whose work and office were not the Pastoral Of-
fice of the local congregation, but who went forth to spread the “good 
news” of the Gospel in the community at large and, under the Lord’s 
blessing, to gather together a local flock of professing believers.  Again, 
there is no indication in Scripture that the Lord specially [and immedi-
ately] sends forth such “evangelists” today.  While an individual con-
gregation, or a group of congregations in consort (as in a conference or 
synod), may commission a missionary to work in a certain locality or in 
a specialized sphere (institutional missionary, prison missionary, foreign 
missionary), such men are not incumbents of the Pastoral Office.  If and 
when a congregation is formed as the result of the Lord’s blessing upon 
their labors, then that congregation, as the agency of the Holy Ghost, 
calls its own shepherd and overseer according to the ordinance of God 
(Acts 20:28; Titus 1:5; etc.); and that individual then has the Pastoral 
Office of that flock in that place (I Peter 5:2). 
 
Finally (and this gift of the exalted Christ continues to be bestowed upon 
His churches to the present day), “He gave some [as] pastors and teach-
ers.”  Also in the Greek text of this verse, the expression “pastors and 
teachers” is not separated, as if two distinctly different functions and 
offices were spoken of.  On the contrary, the Pastoral [Shepherding] Of-
fice of the local congregation is clearly described in Scripture as the 
“teaching office” (John 21:15ff.; I Peter 5:2a), as the “preaching of-
fice” (II Timothy 4:2), as the office of “oversight” (Acts 20:28; I Thessa-
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lonians 5:12; I Peter 5:2b); as the “ruling” office in which God’s Word is 
the norm and authority (Hebrews 13:7 and 17); and as the office of 
“accountability” (Hebrews 13:17) to the Chief Shepherd (I Peter 5:4) of 
His sheep, Christ Jesus, the Head of His Church.  Where THIS OFFICE has 
not been established in a local congregation, something is lacking or 
“wanting,” St. Paul writes to Titus (1:5), and such a situation should be 
“set in order” or corrected.  The Pastoral Office is indeed the only God-
ordained, divinely-instituted and mandated, office in the church today, as 
the Scriptures clearly teach, all other offices and helps to the Ministry of 
the Word being left to the Christian liberty and judgment of each local 
congregation to establish or not to establish as it deems necessary and 
wise from time to time, according to circumstances and need (as was the 
case with the diaconate in Jerusalem (Acts 6).  The idea that auxiliary 
offices in the church are “part of the Pastoral Office,” as if that one of-
fice can be fractionalized and compartmentalized into offices that exist 
according to their own right, or that such auxiliary offices and their in-
cumbents are not under the authority and oversight of the congregation’s 
pastor, or that such auxiliary offices can exist independent of and apart 
from the Pastoral Office, is contrary to Scripture.  There is simply no 
Word of God to back up such claims. 
 
Why did the exalted Christ give “some [as] pastors and teachers,” and 
why does He do so still today, providing men with gifts and talents well-
suited to the work of the ministry (I Timothy 4:14), moving them to 
dedicate themselves to His work, as did Isaiah (Isaiah 6:8), and blessing 
their study and preparation (II Timothy 2:15)?  He gives them “for the 
perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ.”  He gives them so that they can “preach the Word; 
be instant, in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine” (II Timothy 4:2ff.), so that, under their 
stewardship of Christ’s Word and Sacraments (I Corinthians 4:1-2), His 
sheep and lambs may be fed and pastured, that they may “grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ” (II Peter 
3:18), that they remain “steadfast and unmoveable” (I Corinthians 
15:58; Hebrews 3:14), well-grounded in doctrine (Ephesians 4:14-15), 
“thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (II Timothy 3:17), and, by 
God’s grace, “sincere and without offense till the day of 
Christ” (Philippians 1:10) and “faithful unto death” (Revelation 2:10b).  
That is a “tall order;” but that is the reason why the Lord of the Church 
has given to it “pastors and teachers” as His mouthpieces (Luke 10:16), 
as His undershepherds (John 21:15ff.), as His stewards (I Corinthians 
4:1), as His watchmen over the House of Israel (Ezekiel 3:17). 
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For the sake of the Savior’s mystical body, the Church; for the sake of 
our local congregations (both as God sees them—the true believers, 
and as we see them—those who confess His Name and use His 
Word); for our own sake and for the sake of our children who need 
regular and consistent nourishment from the Manna of God’s Word 
and the careful oversight of faithful shepherds, let us pray the Lord of 
the Church that He would mercifully prevent a famine of the hearing 
of His Word from occurring in our midst (Amos 8:11) but  ever gra-
ciously continue to give us “pastors and teachers” — “for the per-
fecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.”   To that end, may He move the hearts of men 
throughout our Conference with the earnest desire to serve Him in the 
Pastoral Office and to be trained for such service in our seminary pro-
gram, so that a future ministry may thus be provided for us, for our 
children, and for their children after them, through which God’s Name 
may continue to be hallowed among us in the faithful preaching, 
teaching and practice of His pure Word to the salvation of our souls! 
 

Lord, bless Thy Word alway, 
our souls forever feeding; 

and may we never lack 
a faithful shepherd’s leading!  

        
        
        
      (TLH 485, 6a) 
 

—D. T. M. 

Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever.   

 
—Revelation 5:13 
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 T he Suffering of Chris-
tians 

in JobÊs Footsteps 
 

 “For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” 

 —Hebrews 12:6 
 

Suffering is part and parcel of the Christian’s life in this vale of tears.  
Jesus Himself says, “In the world ye shall have tribulation.,” John 
16:33b.  We all remember the suffering of Job when Satan came to God 
and challenged God to test Job’s faith.  God agreed.  First Job lost all that 
he owned — in a single day.  Then he lost all His children, his entire fam-
ily, with the exception of his wife — again, in a single day!.  Finally, Sa-
tan challenged God to allow him to attack Job’s flesh, arguing that “skin 
for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life” (Job 2:4).  God 
permitted Satan to assail Job’s flesh, and Satan afflicted him with terrible 
blisters or boils “from the sole of his feet unto his crown” (Job 2:8).  
Even Job’s wife blasphemously urged her husband to curse God and die 
(v. 9).  But Job had already confessed regarding all his deprivations in 
those word with which most of us are familiar:  “Naked came I out of my 
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither.  The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).   
 
Because of the flesh, and because of failure to understand and to ap-
ply properly the doctrines of the Law and the Gospel, many Christians 
find themselves asking, when confronted with trials, “Why me??”  
Job’s “miserable comforters” (16:2) tried to answer that question 
with respect to him, and they missed completely the purpose of God’s 
chastisements upon His children; and they, as well as Job, needed to 
be corrected by God Himself. 
 
Why me indeed?  God spends four chapters of the Book of Job answer-
ing him (chapters 38-41).  I urge you to read these chapters since space 
prohibits them being quoted in full here.)  The Book of Job is oft times 
studied even in secular literature classes because it explores the relation-
ship between God and man, between the Creator and the creature.  The 
basic answer that God gives to Job is that God is God, and man is but 
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the creature, the sinful creature at that; and whatever God does is not for 
man to question or to challenge.  But God will never separate Himself 
from the heart and core of the Scriptures, the Gospel.  That was true in 
His dealings with Job, and it is equally true in His dealings with us, His 
latter-day children by faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26). 
 
To be sure, some tribulations we bring upon ourselves, and despite the 
fact that God loves us, we may well have to suffer the consequences of 
our mistakes and/or our sins.  These are of our own making and are not 
crosses or chastisements laid upon us by God.  For example, we may rob a 
bank, get caught, and have to suffer the legal consequences of conviction 
and incarceration, despite the fact that we have repented and the Lord has 
forgiven us.  For the Christian, God’s love in Christ and the forgiveness of 
his sins should always be front and center.  But our focus in this article is 
not on those consequences we bring upon ourselves, but the suffering that 
is ours because we are Christians, suffering which can take many differ-
ent forms, but all of them have the same purpose and reason behind them. 
 
Peter describes it with these glorious words: “Wherein [i.e. in your ulti-
mate salvation, v. 5] ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of 
your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:6-7).   The most precious of 
these trials or temptations come as a direct result of our faith in Christ.  
Jesus told us it would happen:  “If the world hate you, ye know that it 
hated Me before it hated you.  If ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  Remember the word 
that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord.  If they 
have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept My 
saying , they will keep yours also.  But all these things will they do unto 
you for My Name’s sake, because they know not Him that sent 
Me” (John 15:18-21).  If…  if we are living our lives as Christians, if the 
people we work with and play with every day know that we are Chris-
tians, not just because we have announced it, but because we give evi-
dence of it in the way we live, we are going to suffer because of it.  What 
form will the persecution take?  You almost certainly will be ostracized 
from the group that gathers around the water cooler every day.  You may 
miss out on an important promotion because your boss feels that your 
faith may get in the way of doing business with others.  Thus you may 
suffer financially.  Those of you who are in the work-a-day world and 
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those of you who are in school can testify of your faith by the language 
that you use — or, more to the point, the language that you don’t use.  
In both the workplace and at school, God’s Name is used as casually 
and “in vain” as one uses the word “and;” and if we not only preserve 
our God’s Name holy in our own speech, but point out to others that 
their careless and sinful use of God’s Name is offensive to us, we are 
going to be marked as fanatics and “goody-two-shoes.”   Our young 
people will avoid many of the activities that their classmates take for 
granted, dances, proms, graduation dances, and the like.  There will be a 
cost if we are truly living our lives as our Lord would have us live them.  
People are uncomfortable around true Christians, and that discomfort 
you are going to pay for with your relationships with those around you. 
 
There are still other crosses that Christians may bear because of the 
God’s love for us.  These may include intractable pain, illnesses, finan-
cial difficulties, the illness of a loved one, and the like.  These crosses 
the Lord lays upon us to drive us to His Gospel, through which He 
strengthen our faith and makes our faith fruitful.  The writer to the He-
brews explains in chapter twelve.  “For consider Him that endure such 
contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 
your minds.  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood striving against sin.  
And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children: My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of Him.  For whom the Lord loveth He chas-
teneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.  If ye endure chas-
tening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not?  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all 
are partakers, then are ye bastards and not sons.  Furthermore we had 
fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence; 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits and 
live?  For they verily for a few days chastened us after there own  pleas-
ure; but He for our profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness.  
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be  joyous, but grievous; 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby” (12:3-11).  These words are an 
article and a sermon in themselves.  But the gist of it is easy and clear:  
God allows crosses or chastenings to come upon us because He loves 
us.  Indeed, if there are any without chastisement, they need to examine 
their hearts to see whether the Spirit of God still lives there because, 
according to the writer to the Hebrews, they are not sons of God at all, 
but “bastards,” born of a different father than the heavenly Father. 
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We know that crosses may be laid upon us because of our confession of 
Christ’s Name and blessed truth and because our heavenly Father loves 
us as His dear children.  The one thing we cannot do is name all the 
crosses that may fall upon us, because there are different crosses for 
different people.  And we have a wonderful promise passed on by St. 
Paul, which  should comfort every Christian, no matter what cross God 
in His great love has laid upon him.  In I Corinthians 10:13, Paul writes 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit:  “There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man: BUT GOD IS FAITHFUL, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temp-
tation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”  Paul 
knew this well.  He had a grievous infirmity which he called “a thorn 
in the flesh”  which he asked the Lord three times to remove.  But his 
Lord answered him,  “My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness” (II Corinthians 12:9).  And this, my dear 
readers, bring us to Job’s footsteps. 
 
It is almost certainly true that none of us has suffered as Job suffered.  
But remember, God’s promise to St. Paul, and through Paul to us.  Job 
also understood that promise as one of God’s elect, and he relied upon 
it.  As patient as Job was, his patience “ran thin” at times, as evidenced 
by the fact that, at one point, he cursed the day on which he was born 
into this world.  But God knew Job’s limits and did not let him be 
tempted beyond his ability to bear those trials (Cf. Philippians 4:13). 
 
This is where walking in Job’s footsteps first becomes part and parcel of 
the life of every Christian.  Like Job, we know that, if we were to be 
judged according to our works, we would deserve God’s wrath and pun-
ishment because of our sins (Psalm 130:3).  But, since “there is now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1), God’s 
most grievous chastisements are not to be regarded as punishments 
which we deserve.  Rather, God lays them upon us to train us as His 
children and to direct us for consolation, for strength, and for the produc-
tion of righteous fruits (Hebrews 12:11) to the precious Gospel of His 
grace, which is “sufficient for [us]” and is perfected in our weakness (II 
Corinthians 12:9).  Like Job, we must always keep this grace of God in 
Christ Jesus at the center of our vision and trust it with our whole heart. 
 
Secondly, despite what we may be told by false friends, God is not 
punishing us for our sins, but rebuking  with chastening as a father lov-
ingly disciplines his children (Hebrews 12:5).  His only desire is to 
bring us closer to Him, to rely upon Him for all things, including man-
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aging whatever cross the Lord has seen fit to lay upon us. 
 
Thirdly, don’t blame someone, most especially God, for your chastening.  
To blame God is to call into judgment God’s wisdom and love for you.  
Remember the purpose of chastisement: “…for [your] profit, that [you] 
might be partaker[s] of His holiness… [for] afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby” (Hebrews 12:10b and 11c).  In other words, God uses chastise-
ments to direct you to the healing streams of His grace, which are sufficient 
to strengthen your faith, to purify it, and thus to further your sanctification. 
 
Finally, we all walk in Job’s footsteps because we have God’s promise 
that we will not be tempted above what we are able to bear (I Corin-
thians 10:13), indeed, that God will give us a way to bear it.  Because 
of this promise of our gracious God, we can actually rejoice in our in-
firmities (II Corinthians 12:9), knowing that they proceed from God’s 
love for us in Christ Jesus and that, with His help, we will be able to 
bear up under any infirmity, any chastisement.  In that sense, we all 
walk in Job’s footsteps; and we can all say with Job, rejoicing: “Oh 
that my words were now written!  Oh that they were printed in a book!  
That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock forever!  
For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the lat-
ter day upon the earth; and though after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom I shall see for myself; and 

 O Thou from whom all goodness flows, 
 I lift my heart to Thee; 

 In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes, 
 Dear Lord, remember me. 

  

 When on my poor and burdened heart 
 My sins lie heavily, 

 Thy pardon speak, new peace impart; 
 Dear Lord, remember me. 

  

When trials sore obstruct my way 
 And ills I cannot flee, 

 Oh, let my strength be as my day; 
 Dear Lord, remember me. 

  

  If worn with pain, disease, or grief 
 This feeble body be: 

 Grant patience, rest, and kind relief; 
 Dear Lord, remember me. 

 

T.L.H. 515,  v. 1–4 
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Pentecost:  
Power to be Witnesses  

unto Christ 
 

“Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”    —Acts 1:8 
 
In the above-quoted verse we read the last recorded words that Jesus 
spoke to His disciples before ascending into heaven. Though He would 
continue to be with them “alway, even unto the end of the 
world” (Matthew 28:20), Christ was about to remove His visible pres-
ence from the disciples, so that they should henceforth walk by faith and 
not by sight (II Corinthians 5:7). Jesus had promised them that He would 
not leave them comfortless (John 14:18); nor would He now leave them 
in their current condition of spiritual weakness. “Ye shall receive 
power,” Jesus promised them, “after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you.” On Pentecost, ten days later, this promise was fulfilled; the Holy 
Ghost was poured out upon the disciples; they “began to speak with 
other tongues” (Acts 2:4); and they were given the ability and wisdom 
to proclaim the Word of God with boldness—preaching the very words 
that the Holy Ghost breathed into their minds (Verbal Inspiration, John 
14:26; Acts 2:4; I Corinthians 2:13). With this “power” from the Holy 
Ghost, the disciples would be able effectively to do what Jesus said to 
them: “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
 
But how does all of this apply to us Christians today? We are not in-
structed by the Lord to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Ghost to be 
poured out upon us, as the disciples were instructed to do (Luke 24:49). 
The Scriptures do not tell us to expect to receive the ability to speak in 
tongues—to speak in foreign languages that we have never learned—as 
this ability was given to the disciples on Pentecost (Acts 2:6–11). 
Unless we are quoting directly from Holy Scripture, the words that we 
speak and write cannot be considered the authoritative, verbally in-
spired Word of God, as the Apostles’ teachings were rightly regarded (I 
Thessalonians 2:13). On the contrary, anyone claiming to have a divine 
revelation apart from the Scriptures is placed under the wrathful judg-
ment of the Lord (Galatians 1:8–9; Revelation 22:18–19). 
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But Charismatic groups (such as the Pentecostals) place a great deal of 
emphasis on “speaking in tongues”—encouraging their people to engage 
in what amounts to senseless, meaningless babbling. Sometimes it is 
even claimed that a person must be able to demonstrate this “gift of the 
Spirit” if he is to be considered a true Christian. But even at the time of 
the Apostles, this gift was never promised to every Christian. “Do all 
speak with tongues?” (I Corinthians 12:30)—the implied answer being, 
“No.” Nor is there any indication in Holy Scripture that this spiritual 
sign of the Holy Ghost would continue beyond the days of the early New 
Testament Church. Moreover, the Bible does not even mention that this 
gift of the Spirit was commonly present in any Christian congregation 
other than the one in Corinth. And although the Apostle Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians, saying: “I would that ye all spake with tongues” (I Co-
rinthians 14:5)—because in those days “tongues [were] for a sign…for 
them that believe not” (v. 22)—he more highly praised the proclamation 
of God’s Word in a language that the hearers could understand. “Now, 
brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit 
you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or 
by prophesying, or by doctrine?” (v. 6). “In the church I had rather 
speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue” (v. 19). 
 
Though we present-day Christians are not to expect to receive the gift of 
tongues (since God has not promised this to us), the Holy Ghost is most 
certainly still active in His Church today. In the Scriptures we find that 
the divine work of sanctification is especially ascribed to the Holy 
Ghost, the Third Person of the Trinity. The Holy Ghost sanctifies us 
(makes us holy) by creating, strengthening, and preserving in our hearts 
the true saving faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (sanctification in the wider 
sense, I Corinthians 6:11; II Thessalonians 2:13), and by also creating a 
“new man” (Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10) in us, whereby we are 
able to serve God with works that are accounted holy and acceptable for 
Jesus’ sake (sanctification in the narrower sense, I Thessalonians 4:3, I 
Peter 2:5). Apart from the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, it is im-
possible for a person to confess from his heart that Jesus is his Lord and 
Savior. “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost” (I Corinthians 12:3). So the very fact that we are Christians and 
are able to call God, “Father,” by faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26) 
is a testimony to the work of the Spirit within us. “For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 
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 Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba [Aramaic word for ‘father’], 
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God” (Romans 8:14–16). 
 
Though we should not expect for ourselves a Pentecost experience similar 
to that which is described in the book of Acts, chapter two, we should still 
look to the Holy Ghost to give us the power to be witnesses unto Christ. 
This is certainly the Lord’s will for us. All Christians are also included in 
the inspired command recorded by Peter in his first epistle: “Sanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear” (3:15). Writing to the Christians in Corinth, the Apostle Paul men-
tions that the Holy Spirit equips us for this important work by giving us 
the ability to speak words of spiritual wisdom and knowledge according 
to the Scriptures. “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to 
another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit” (I Corinthians 12:8). 
For such wisdom and knowledge, the Apostle James encourages us to 
pray, and assures us that God will generously grant our petition. “If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (1:5). 
 
But how should we expect God to answer this prayer? Should we simply 
pray for the Holy Ghost to fill us with spiritual power and wisdom, and 
then just sit idle in the corner as we wait for the Spirit to fall upon us 
from heaven? Should we expect to receive new revelations and spiritual 
strengthening from God through our dreams? No, we should understand 
and expect that the Holy Ghost will grant us the power to be effective 
witnesses unto Christ only through the study and meditation of His 
Word. This fact is stressed over and over again in Psalm 119, where we 
find many phrases like these: “Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of Thy Law” (v. 18); “Make me to understand the 
way of Thy precepts” (v. 27); “Teach me, O Lord, the way of Thy stat-
utes” (v. 33); “Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies” (v. 36); “Stablish 
Thy Word unto Thy servant” (v. 38); “Teach me good judgment and 
knowledge: for I have believed Thy commandments” (v. 66); “Teach me 
Thy statutes” (v. 68); “Give me understanding, that I may learn Thy 
commandments” (v. 73); “Thou through Thy commandments hast made 
me wiser than mine enemies” (v. 98); “I have more understanding than 
all my teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation” (v. 99); “I un-
derstand more than the ancients, because I keep Thy precepts” (v. 100); 
“Through Thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false 
way” (v. 104); “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
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path” (v. 105); “Give me understanding, that I may know Thy testimo-
nies” (v. 125); “The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it giveth under-
standing unto the simple” (v. 130); “The righteousness of Thy testimo-
nies is everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live” (v. 144); 
“Give me understanding according to Thy Word” (v. 169). And many 
more examples could be listed from just this one chapter of the Bible. In 
all of these examples, David is either asking God to teach him wisdom 
through His Word—statutes, testimonies, precepts, commandments—or 
he is thanking God for the spiritual wisdom that His Word has already 
given. Notice also that David does not credit himself or his own efforts 
at studying the Scriptures with increasing his spiritual knowledge. All 
glory is rightly given to God (soli Deo gloria). 
 
Accordingly, pastors, whom the Holy Ghost has called to be witnesses 
unto Christ as the spiritual overseers of their own congregations (Acts 
20:28), should never forget that it was the Holy Spirit, working in them 
through the Word of the Lord, that made them “apt to teach” (I Timo-
thy 3:2), “holding fast the faithful Word as [they have] been taught, 
that [they] may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to con-
vince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9). Since the Spirit gives them this 
power through the study of the Scriptures, the Apostle Paul wrote to 
the young pastor Timothy: “Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of truth” (II Timothy 2:15). With true humility, all of the pastors in our 
fellowship should echo the words of the Apostle Paul in his second 
letter to the Corinthians: “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; who also 
hath made us able ministers of the new testament” (3:5–6). 
 
By means of His precious Word, the Holy Ghost grants us the power to 
be faithful witness unto our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
let us pray that God’s Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:2), would bestow upon us the wisdom 
and the boldness to proclaim the Law and the Gospel properly accord-
ing to our neighbor’s various needs, so that he may be exposed to the 
convicting, converting and edifying power of the Holy Ghost. And may 
the Spirit, through the power of the Gospel, also fill the hearts of us all 
with an ever greater zeal to talk to others about our Christian faith on 
the basis of the pure teachings of Holy Scripture.  Amen. 

—P. E. B. 
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The  Duties   
of  

Christian  Fathers 
 

“And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  —Ephesians 6:4 

 
The closing two chapters of Ephesians give divine counsel to wives and 
husbands (5:22-33), to children (6:1-3), to servants or employees (6:5-
8), to masters or employers (6:9), and also to fathers (6:4).  Since Fa-
ther’s Day is June 19, it is very fitting to review the duties of fathers.  
And because Christian fathers, according to their New Man, want the 
Word of God to teach and lead them, this article will be welcomed by 
them (Ephesians 4:24; Psalm 25:4-5; 119:105). 
 
All Christian fathers are addressed in Ephesians 6:4, as well as in its 
parallel passage, Colossians 3:21.  No father is left out in these two 
verses.  Whether a father has only one child or more than one, whether 
a father had the children legitimately within the God-ordained state of 
marriage, or sinfully outside of marriage as a result of rape, incest, pros-
titution, adultery, or any other fornication, he is and remains the father.  
If the father is an unbeliever, he will, of course, look upon the instruc-
tion of God the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures as “foolishness” (I Corin-
thians 2:14).  On the other hand, if he is a Christian father, he will view 
the instruction of Scripture as vital and necessary in his important of-
fice.  Jesus stressed this as the proper attitude of a Christian father when 
He said: “He that is of God heareth God’s words” (John 8:47a).   
 
Christian fathers are instructed, first of all, as to what not to do, what to 
abhor (Romans 12:9) in their work as fathers.  What is that instruction 
from the Holy Ghost (II Peter 1:21)?  “Provoke not your children to 
wrath.”  Fathers are not to sin against their children.  The provocation 
spoken of in Ephesians 6 (v. 4) is persistent, evil behavior by fathers in 
irritating, exasperating, and offending their children.  We have an illus-
tration of such evil behavior on the part of a father in I Samuel 20, 
where King Saul wanted his son, Jonathan, to go and “fetch him 
[David] unto me, for he shall surely die” (v. 31).  Had David commit-
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ted some terrible crime which made him deserving of death?  Oh, no; 
but David was the God-appointed new king to replace disobedient, re-
bellious Saul (I Samuel 15:10-11, 17-19, 22-23, 26).  After Saul com-
manded his son to be an accomplice in the murder of David, Jonathan 
said to his father: “Wherefore shall he be slain?  What hath he 
done?” (v. 32).  Following this very appropriate questioning of the fa-
ther by his son, did Saul confess the wickedness of his plot against 
David?  Sadly, no; but, rather, he “cast a javelin at him [Jonathan] to 
smite him; whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father 
to slay David” (v. 33).  How did Jonathan respond to the offensive and 
impenitent conduct of his father?  Verse 34 of I Samuel 20 gives us the 
answer to that question: “So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce 
anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the month, for he was 
grieved for David because his father had done him shame.”  Was the 
response of Jonathan to his father’s provocation a violation and trans-
gression of the Fourth Commandment?  Absolutely not!  Rather, it was 
evidence of Jonathan’s genuine love for his father (Galatians 5:13c) in 
refusing to be a partaker of his father’s wickedness (I Timothy 5:22b).  
Furthermore, it was an evidence of Jonathan’s saving faith in the Mes-
siah, his respect and submission to God’s words, “Thou shalt not 
kill” (Exodus 20:13), more than his respect and submission to his fa-
ther’s wicked words.  When those who have authority over us in the 
civil government, in the home, in the church, at school, and on the job 
provoke and offend us by their ungodly behavior, especially when they 
command us to do what God in His Word forbids, or forbid us to do 
what God in His Word commands, then we must disobey them; for “we 
ought to God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  
 
What are some ways in which fathers may sinfully provoke and offend 
their children?  Some examples would be the following: 1) Unjust an-
ger against children who object to the sinful behavior of their father; 2) 
Sins of the tongue, such as profanity, cursing, unjust accusations, or 
hateful comments, causing the children to become discouraged or de-
spondent (Colossians 3:21); 3) Stirring up strife and discord in the 
home, disregarding the instruction of Romans 12:18, Ephesians 4:31-
32; 5:25, 28-29, 33a, and Proverbs 6:16, 18-19; 4) Holding against his 
children past sins which have already been confessed, repented of, and 
forgiven by the father. What an abuse of the Gospel of forgiveness, 
where God, for Christ’s sake, says: “I will remember their sin no 
more” (Jeremiah 31:34c)!  These are some fleshly (Romans 7:18) ways 
in which fathers, even Christian fathers, can sinfully provoke and of-
fend their children.               
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Both the prohibition and the instruction of Ephesians 6:4a apply specifi-
cally to Christian fathers, as the apostle states.  However, since Chris-
tian mothers have a special helping office to their own husbands 
(Genesis 2:18; Proverbs 30:17), also in bringing up their children, they 
are to let the light and lamp of God’s Word of truth direct them in their 
parenting.  If, however, the father dies and the mother is left alone to do 
the parenting, the instruction of Ephesians 6:4 is her light and lamp as 
the surviving parent.  And if the father abandons the children and their 
mother, and thus deserts his office as father, the mother need not de-
spair, for she, as the remaining parent, has the infallible, unchanging 
truths of Ephesians 6:4 to serve as her solid rock and sure anchor in her 
parenting.  Furthermore, as she carries out her important labor of par-
enting according to Ephesians 6:4, she has encouraging and reassuring 
words (and promises) from her God: “Fear thou not, for I am with thee; 
be not dismayed, for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteous-
ness. …For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto 
thee: Fear not; I will help thee” (Isaiah 41:10, 13).  
 
Secondly, Christian fathers are instructed what to do in the training of 
their children.  What are they told by the Holy Ghost through the Apos-
tle Paul’s words in Ephesians 6:4?  “Bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.”  While their children are still at home under 
their authority, and have not yet left their parents’ home and gone out to 
establish their own home (Genesis 2:24), Christian fathers are to keep 
on educating, bringing up, and providing spiritual nourishment for their 
children in the nurture, instruction, revelation, discipline, admonition, 
warning, thinking, attitude, and mind of the Lord, as made known in 
His written words and writings, the Holy Scriptures.  This includes both 
the Law of God, which, as a mirror, shows children their sins (Romans 
3:20), as well as its function as a rule to show them what pleases and 
does not please God, and the Gospel of Christ, which is the most amaz-
ing, astounding, marvelous, and undeserved message in the whole 
world for children (and adults), that “God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them” (II Corin-
thians 5:19), and that “God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.  For God sent not His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  He 
that believeth on Him is not condemned” (John 3:16-18a).  What pre-
cious and powerful tools God has given to Christian fathers for their 
work with their children – the Law, setting forth God’s perfect standard 
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for children and parents, and the Gospel, which provides real comfort 
and relief when the Law of God is transgressed and condemns us 
(Matthew 9:2b Isaiah 1:18b; etc.), as well as providing real strength and 
gratitude more and more to live for Him who lived, suffered, died, and 
rose again in our place, as our Substitute (II Corinthians 5:14-15; I John 
4:19; Titus 2:11-14). 
 
Have Christian fathers always used these tools (Law and Gospel) faith-
fully and properly in the training and education of their children?  Oh, 
how they all have fallen short in the past, and are still falling short yet 
today!  “BUT THERE IS FORGIVENESS WITH THEE [in and 
through Christ Jesus], that Thou mayest be feared [respected and re-
vered more and more]” (Psalm 130:4). Christian fathers, do not hesitate 
to confess your faults (James 5:16a) to your children (James 5:16a), so 
that they may assure you of God’s finished, free, and full forgiveness in 
Christ (Ephesians 4:32; John 19:30), just as you should encourage your 
children to confess their trespasses, and then assure them of that same 
marvelous, precious, and priceless pardon from God through the active 
and passive obedience of His Son, our only Savior (Acts 4:12).   
 
And, finally, Christian fathers, when you see and recognize that one or 
more of your sons has God-given talents to be a faithful pastor, encour-
age him to pray often the prayer of Psalm 25: “Show me Thy ways, O 
Lord; teach me Thy paths; lead me in Thy truth, and teach me, for 
Thou art the God of my salvation; on Thee do I wait all the day” (vv. 
4-5).  My father who, as a young boy, wanted to be a pastor, was dis-
couraged by his parents because they said that they did not have the 
money to send him to school to be trained for this important calling.  
Therefore, when I told him of my interest in being a pastor, he strongly 
encouraged me to pursue the needed training, even though that would 
entail considerable time and money.  Today, the need is great in our 
Conference for faithful pastors to replace our current pastors when they 
need relief due to failing health and the infirmities of old age, but also 
as shepherds of newly-formed congregations.  How true and timely are 
the words of our Savior in Matthew 9: “The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few.  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
He will send forth laborers into His harvest” (vv. 37-38).  As our Sav-
ior, our Immanuel, willingly came down from heaven to earth to serve 
us, may His service for our salvation move  qualified men in our Con-
ference gladly and willingly, yes, eagerly to repeat the response of 
Isaiah: “Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8b). 

—R. J. L. 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg 
 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 For the time and location of services, contact: 
 The Rev. ROMAN G. SCHURGANOFF, Pastor 
 P. O. Box 62 
 620088 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 E-mail:  lutheran@r66.ru 
 
 St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church  
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 
   Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
 Sunday School & Bible Class  .......... 8:45 a.m. 
 Worship Service ……………………...10:00 a.m. 
 The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
 E-mail:  revbloedel@yahoo.com  

Concordia Theological Seminary  
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Training well-prepared and faithful pastors for the future  
Contact:  The Rev. David T. Mensing, 17151 South Central Avenue 

Oak Forest,  Illinois 60452  708-532-4288 
 

 

 

• Orthodox Confessional Position 
• Individualized Instruction   
• Complete Traditional Curriculum        
• Customized student accommoda- 
    tions 
• Flexible class schedules   

• All our instructors are in the pastoral ministry 
• Local parish internships starting the first year  
• Theological libraries on all our regional cam-

puses     
• Student Aid Fund helps reduce living costs   
• Geographically diverse locales broaden 
      students’ experiences  
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

Church Directory 
 
FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203           Telephone:  (517) 787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201 (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@acd.net 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730           Telephone: (520) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913     Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Midland Motor Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class …..... 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355         
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Sunday School & Bible Class ...... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355 (541) 258-2941 
E-mail:  m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
 
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178          Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118   (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 11:15 a.m. 
The Rev. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279 (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 

 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302  Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m. 
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 
 

____________________________ 
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54th  Annual Convention 

of the  

Concordia Lutheran Conference 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
June 24, 25 and 26, 2005 

at 
 Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, 

Oak Park, Illinois 
 

Motto: 
“That there be no divisions among you.” 

I Corinthians 1:10 
 

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor David T. Mensing 

“The Difference between Scriptural Separation 
and Sinful Separatism” 

 
The Practical Essay will be delivered by  

Pastor M. L. Natterer 
“What We Christians Object to 

in the Scouting Movement” 
 

The Sunday sermon will be preached by 
Pastor Edward J. Worley 

Text: II Corinthians 6:14-18 
 

Pastoral Conference on June 21-22 
Board of Directors meeting on June 23 

 

 


