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 “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  —Matthew 7:1 

 
William Shakespeare once wrote, “‘To be, or not to be?’ that is the 
question.”  Let us borrow from this line and adapt it to a Scriptural 
question:  “‘To judge, or not to judge?’ that is the question.”  Scrip-
ture requires both that we judge and not judge!  The key is knowing 
the difference! 
 
Indeed, on the one hand, Scripture often calls upon us to make judg-
ments.  Jesus once said, “Beware of false prophets which come to you 
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matthew 
7:15).  Then Jesus proceeds to tell us how to determine whether a 
prophet is true or false.  He says, “Ye shall know them by their 
fruits” (v. 16a).  Thus, we must make a judgment.  We judge a 
prophet by his fruits which are his doctrine and his practice.  We com-
pare his doctrine and practice with the objective standard of Scripture.  
Similarly, the Bible says, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
(test) the spirits whether they are of God” (I John 4:1).  Thus, there is 
righteous judging. 
 
On the other hand, Scripture condemns sinful judging.  Consider the 
clear passage quoted above where Jesus says, “Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.”  What constitutes sinful judging?  Sinful judging is judg-
ing that is not based on facts but upon subjective opinion, intuition or 
suspicion.  It is judging a person’s motives, a matter of the heart 
which only God can read.  Indeed, someone may be participating in 
some social activity where he is surrounded by worldly people, but he 
must not be condemned just because he is there!  Jesus Himself was 
condemned because He ate with publicans and sinners.  To the self-
righteous Pharisees, Jesus was guilty of sin.  Yet Jesus was there not 
to fraternize with them nor to approve of the sins of the publicans and 
sinners but to speak to them with the goal of winning them to Himself.  
Yet the self-righteous Pharisees judged His mere presence in that 
house at his table to be a sin.  Moreover, while we are to avoid evil in 
every form (I Thessalonians 5:22), we must not fail to put the best 
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construction on everything, that is, we should cover up his faults and 
explain in his favor whatever can be so explained.  One might get out of 
the passenger side of the car at night and stumble due to his legs having 
gone to sleep, yet a neighbor might judge that he was drunk!  Those, 
like the Pharisees, who were always on the lookout to find fault, will 
find willful sin in virtually every human activity.  They are ever sniffing 
for anything that might have the odor of evil. Those with such a judg-
mental mindset often take offense where in fact no offense has actually 
been given!   Once when Jesus and His disciples went through the corn-
field, the disciples took a few ears of corn, which was permitted in 
cases of necessity, even if it be on the Sabbath.  Yet the Pharisees con-
demned the disciples for laboring or working on the Sabbath.  On an-
other occasion Jesus went to the house of one of the chief Pharisees, 
and there was a man set before Him that had the dropsy.  They watched 
Him with the intent of accusing Jesus of breaking the Sabbath.  Yet Je-
sus healed the man since healing and acts of mercy were not forbidden 
by the Sabbath laws.  Then to show the hypocrisy of these Pharisees, 
Jesus asked them, “Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into 
a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?” (Luke 
14:5).  They could not answer, that is, they would not answer as they 
knew they would do exactly as Jesus said on the Sabbath!  They found 
sin where there was no sin.  And what is sin?  “Sin is the transgression 
of the law” (I John 3:4).  Nothing more, and nothing less! 
 
Now where such sinful judging is engaged in, Jesus strongly condemns 
it.  He says, “For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again” (Matthew 7:2).  As Dr. P.E. Kretzmann explains, “Uncharitable, 
unauthorized judgment will be punished here as well as hereafter.  It 
usually pronounces its own condemnation, Romans 2:1.  And this con-
demnation will measure up to the severity of the original transgression: 
Judgment for judgment; measure for measure.  Many an ill report about 
us may be a just reward for an uncharitable criticism uttered by us, ei-
ther in thoughtlessness or in spite.  An unjust blow will recoil on him 
who has dealt it” (Popular Commentary of the Bible, New Testament, 
Volume I, p. 37). 
 
In the same passage of Matthew 7:1-5, Jesus gives us the way to pre-
vent sinful judging.  He does so with the well-known example of the 
mote and the beam.  He says, “And why beholdest thou the mote that is 
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye?”  We should understand that the mote is a small speck, and the 
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beam is a large pole like a telephone pole!  What a farce for a man to 
feel compelled to pluck a small speck out of another man’s eye, when 
he himself has a telephone pole sticking out of his own eye! 
 
With this illustration, Jesus proceeds, “Or, how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam 
is in thine own eye?”  Those who are adept at picking out specks out of 
other people’s eyes are very incapable of pulling the huge beam out of 
their own eye. This is also in line with what Jesus once said of the 
Pharisees, “They strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.”  That is what 
judgmental legalists do!  They strain at some perceived infraction of the 
law, but in the process swallow without difficulty a major transgression.  
Legalists, in their obsession for finding sin, are blind to mercy and for-
giveness.  They destroy the Gospel in their eagerness to find and con-
demn sin.  How eager the scribes and Pharisees were to condemn the 
woman taken in adultery!  Jesus did not condone her adultery, even tell-
ing her to go and sin no more.  Yet the greater sin was the self-righteous 
eagerness of the scribes to condemn the woman without the least desire 
to bring her to repentance. 
 
Thus, we must first see our own sins and weaknesses and repent of 
them before we take on the task of condemning and judging others.  He 
who has seen his own sin is so humbled by his own guilt that he is 
measured in his condemnation of another’s sin.  Then you will have the 
proper God-wrought humility to follow Galatians 6:1, “Brethren, if a 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself lest thou also be tempted.”  
Indeed, when Jesus once announced that one of the disciples would be-
tray Him, the disciples all asked, “Lord, is it I?”  Each realized he 
might well be the guilty one! 
 
Yet not only should our own sin and guilt humble us, but so also should 
the amazing fact of God’s gracious forgiveness in Christ humble us.  
That God, solely by grace for Jesus’ sake, has forgiven all our sins 
without any merit or worthiness on our part, should make us ever ready 
to forgive.  As the Bible says, “While we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Romans 5:8).   
 
May God ever grant us the ability to judge righteous judgment and 
readily to forgive penitent sinners, for Jesus, our only Savior’s sake.  
Amen! 

—E.R.S. 
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The Christian’s Obligation 
to Reprove Sin 

 
 “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but rather reprove them.” —Ephesians 5:11 
 
In his second letter to the congregation in Corinth, the Apostle Paul puts 
forth the following rhetorical questions: “What fellowship hath righteous-
ness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with dark-
ness?” (6:14). The implied answer is obvious: There can be no fellowship 
or communion between such opposites; there can be no harmonious union 
between good and evil.  Now it is true that every Christian has both the new 
man of righteousness and old man of wickedness inside of him.  But there is 
no fellowship or communion between these two.  On the contrary, they are 
constantly set against each other in spiritual battle.  “The flesh lusteth against 
the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to 
the other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” (Galatians 5:17).  
Because of the sinful flesh within us, even we Christians sometimes feel an 
attraction for those things that are evil.  So the admonition that we are given 
in the portion of Scripture chosen as the basis for this article is important for 
us to rehearse in our minds and apply in our lives. 
 
In Ephesians 5:11, sins and trespasses are described as “works of dark-
ness.”  These dark works are the thoughts, words, and deeds that are en-
couraged by Satan and violate the Law of God.  Darkness is the exact op-
posite of light.  The Bible says that God is light (I John 1:5) and dwells in 
glorious light (I Timothy 6:16).  We Christians are called the “children of 
light” (Ephesians 5:8).  Jesus tells us that we are to be like lights which 
shine forth brightly in this world (Matthew 5:14-16).  The opposite of all 
this Godly light is darkness.  The devils are described as “the rulers of the 
darkness of this world” (Ephesians 6:12); and a person who persists in 
sinful hated of his neighbor “is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and 
knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his 
eyes” (I John 2:11). 
 
These works of darkness are called “unfruitful,” which means that they do 
not produce anything of spiritual value—no good fruit at all.  Such spiritu-
ally dark works are displeasing to the Lord; and according to His just and 
holy Law, they merit His wrath and eternal damnation in hell.  This is the 
punishment that all of us deserve by our sins.  It is only on account of the 
saving work of Jesus Christ that our sins have been forgiven and we have 
been saved from hell alone by faith in Him. 
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But the unfruitful works of darkness are still dangerous and can harm 
our souls if we persist in them. These are the “fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul” (I Peter 2:11).  With great promises of temporal pleas-
ures, the devil tempts us to turn away from our faith and loving service 
of the Lord, and to engage in sin.  Sadly, this tactic is often very effec-
tive.  Let no one indulge in the works of darkness while deriving any 
kind of carnal security from the false teaching of the Reformed, typi-
cally referred to as “once saved, always saved.”  Let us, instead, soberly 
consider the warning of God’s Law in II Peter 2:18-22.  The comfort 
that we Christians have rests in the promises of Holy Scripture concern-
ing the strengthening and preservation of our saving faith through the 
power of God in the Gospel (Romans 1:16; Philippians 1:6; I Peter 1:5).  
But if we harden our hearts against the sweet message of God’s grace in 
Christ Jesus, we will forfeit all of the Gospel promises. 
 
If we love the Lord, who is our light and salvation (Psalm 27:1), and if 
we appreciate the fact that God has brought us out of spiritual darkness 
into the marvelous light of faith (II Corinthians 4:6), then we should 
desire to serve Him with works of light (Ephesians 5:8; Philippians 
2:15).  We should not want to have any kind of association with or par-
ticipation in the sinful works of darkness.  Remembering the grace and 
mercy of our Lord and Savior, we Christians are strongly compelled by 
the love of Christ most gladly and earnestly, yea, cheerfully, to obey 
His command in Ephesians 5:11, namely: “Have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness.” 
 
Now if this were how the verse ended, we might get the idea that we 
should do no more than to run away whenever we observe any kind of 
sinful behavior.  However, we are told to do more than just avoid par-
ticipating in the sins of others; we are told also to rebuke them.  We 
read: “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them.”  Instead of ignoring or pretending not to notice 
the sins of our neighbor, we are here commanded by God to rebuke and 
reprove them —pointing out to our neighbor how he is sinning and of-
fending both our God and us who share in the Lord’s hatred of sin.  
This neighbor in need of reproof might be our father or mother, our 
brother or sister, a fellow Christian or an unbeliever, our boss, our co-
worker, our friend, or our enemy. Whatever the case may be, we are to 
reprove the sin of our neighbor by using the Law of God, which carries 
the power of the Holy Ghost to convict him of his sin and to produce 
true contrition in his heart. 
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If we would see our neighbor sinning, and chose not to rebuke him, we 
would not be showing love either for God or for our neighbor.  In the 
first place, our love for God —motivated by His love for us—  should 
cause us to hate all things that displease Him and go against His Word.  
We should be able to say to the Lord from our heart: “I love Thy Com-
mandments above gold; yea, above fine gold. Therefore I esteem all Thy 
precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false 
way” (Psalm 119:127-128).  Furthermore, our love for our neighbor 
should also cause us to reprove him if we notice that he is participating 
in the unfruitful works of darkness.  We need to warn him that what he 
is doing is dangerous for his soul.  But if we have no desire to warn and 
reprove our neighbor in concern for his spiritual and eternal welfare, we 
thereby show that we do not love him, but actually hate him.  In the 
Book of Leviticus, God tells us: “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in 
thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer 
[or allow] sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). 
 
Now it is true that sometimes when we tell other people that what they 
are doing is wrong and sinful in God’s sight, they get angry with us.  
They may not want to talk to us anymore or even be around us; they 
might even resort to persecuting us physically or verbally.  But we must 
not let any of those possible consequences discourage us from doing 
what God clearly tells us to do: “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them.”  By following this com-
mand, we show our love for the Lord, for His Word, and for the immor-
tal soul of our neighbor (Cf. James 5:19-20). 
 
Likewise, if your neighbor, especially your Christian brother, sees you 
becoming entangled in the unfruitful works of darkness, you should 
most certainly want him to come to you and rebuke you for your sin —
showing you from the Scriptures how you have transgressed God’s 
Law.  The devil will, of course, spur you on to defend your sinful ac-
tions; and you will need the aid of the Holy Ghost to restrain and sup-
press angry outbursts of your flesh.  But you really should thank your 
neighbor for loving you enough to warn you about your sins, and for 
directing you to what God says in His Word. Out of love for your Sav-
ior, and by the power of the Spirit through the Gospel, you should be 
eager to change your behavior and follow what the Scriptures say. 
 
May the Holy Ghost continue to strengthen our faith and increase our 
love for the Lord and for our fellow man through the Word of His 
grace, so that we grow in our desire to follow His Commandments, 
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“and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them,” for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

—P. E. B. 

 
O God, how sin’s dread works abound! 
Throughout the earth no rest is found, 
and falsehood’s spirit wide has spread,  

and error boldly rears its head! 
 

The haughty spirits, Lord, restrain, 
who o’er Thy Church with might would reign 

and always set forth something new 
devised to change Thy doctrine true. 

 
Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word 

we here may live and die, dear Lord! 
And when our journey endeth here, 

receive us into glory there. 
 

— TLH 292, 5, 6, & 9 
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The Duty of Every Christian: 
 To Try the Spirits! 

 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit; but try the spirits 

whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world.” —I John 4:1 

 
       
Psalm 116:11 states: “All men are liars.” Dr. Luther notes: “For just as 
the Word of God is the church’s first and greatest benefit, so, on the 
other hand, there is no greater harm by which the church is destroyed 
than the word of man and the traditions of this world. God alone is true, 
and every man a liar (Psalm 116:11)” (Luther’s Works, Am. Ed., Vol. 
27, p.165).  This is illustrated by the absurdity, “I’ve never lied until 
now.”  As Dr. Luther says: “Now the name of God is mercy, truth, 
righteousness, strength, wisdom...On the other hand, our name is sin, 
falsehood, vanity, and folly, as it is written: ‘All men are liars’ (Psalm 
116:11) and ‘Every man walks in a vain show’ (Psalm 39:6)” (Ibid., p. 
220).  Psalm 62 weighs us in God’s balance: “Surely men of low degree 
are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, 
they are altogether lighter than vanity” (v. 9). 

Given these “truisms” from God’s Word, the Truth, we readily see that our 
fallen nature and our fallen world are filled with lies and falsehood, as it is 
written: “Yea, let God be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 3:4). 

How is it then that a preacher may declare, in four different places, “I 
lie not” (Romans 9:1; II  Corinthians 11:31; Galatians 1:20; I Timothy 
2:7)?  How is it possible for others to know that said preacher is not 
lying, as he declares: “Judge ye what I say” (I Corinthians 10:15)?  
How do you know that what this preacher has just said is not a lie?  
How are you able to judge? 

Our text begins: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world.”  Addressing us as the beloved of God in Christ, the 
Apostle warns us against a naive gullibility, a credulous attitude: 
“Believe not every spirit.”  If sinless Eve was deceived by mere words, 
how much more liable to Satan’s lies are we fallen creatures?  The 
Proverbs thus warn: “The simple believeth every word” (Proverbs 
14:15a).  An Old Testament example of “believing without judgment” 
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is found in Joshua 9:3-15.  A clever deception was perpetrated upon 
Joshua despite his initial caution (See text). 

As a result, the pretense worked as Israel unwittingly made an agree-
ment with this nation of Canaan in direct violation of God’s express 
prohibition (Cf. Exodus 23:32; 34:12).  As Dr. Stoeckhardt notes: “It is 
expressly stated that the children did not ask the voice of the Lord. If they 
had asked the Lord, through the high priestly LIGHT AND RIGHT, for 
counsel, then they would have quickly discovered the true nature of this 
transaction. That they omitted this was not right” (Wisdom For Today: 
The Biblical History of the Old Testament, p. 164). 

Rather than being fooled by an uncritical acceptance, we are to recog-
nize that it is every single individual Christian’s duty and personal re-
sponsibility to, as our text says, “try the spirits.” We are “to test, exam-
ine, prove, scrutinize, to see whether a thing be genuine or not.”  The 
present (durative) tense tells us this is our constant duty.  As Trench 
notes, in this word “lies ever the notion of proving a thing whether it be 
worthy to be received or not, proving in order that you may approve, 
testing that you may accept” something as true or genuine” (Synonyms 
of the New Testament, p.278ff.). “In classical Greek it is the technical 
word,” Trench notes, “for putting money to the proof, by the aid of a 
test” (Ibid., p. 278).  Counterfeit money has always been a problem —
the elaborate changes and safeguards incorporated in the recently re-
leased paper money in our own country are clear proof of that! And so 
there have been many counterfeit spirits: We must test each and every 
spirit “because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world” (v.10).  The risk that any given spirit is that of a false prophet is 
high because there are many false prophets extant.  Now we are not to 
assume anything prior to testing —that would break the Eighth Com-
mandment by pre-judging before testing—  but we must put each and 
every spirit to the test.  Thus the Apostle Paul prays for the Philippians: 
“And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may approve things that are 
excellent…” (Phillppians1:9-10a).  The Apostle tells the Thessalonians: 
“Prove all things, hold fast that which is good” (I Thessalonians 5:21). 

Now, many would have you believe that such judgment is contrary to 
Christian love. They wrest our Lord’s command, “Judge 
not” (Matthew 7:1), from the Sermon on the Mount and twist it con-
trary to its meaning.  Private judgment based on one’s own opinions, as 
if one were God, is forbidden indeed.  But doctrinal discernment is 
commanded by the same Lord, for He said: “Judge not according to the 
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appearance, but judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24) (Cf. Luke 
12:57, 19:22ff.).  Fools judge others (and themselves) by subjective 
and, therefore, private standards —that is forbidden outright  (Cf. Mat-
thew 7:1-2; John 8:15; Romans 2:1, 3; 14:3-4, 10, 13; 2 Corinthians 
10:12, et al.).  The wise know they must judge themselves (and others) 
by the objective, unchanging standard of faith and life, of what is to be 
believed and of how the Christian life is to be lived, namely, the sole 
standard of right and light: God’s Word!  This true judgment is not only 
a right but a duty.  And it is despised by those whom the Word of God 
exposes, for they cry out in malice and rage, in proud affront: “Thou 
wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?” (John 9:34). 

Yes, true Biblical judging costs us —we are condemned as unloving, 
judgmental, “holier than thou,” as arrogant and conceited “know-it-
alls.”  Remember, these people judge us as such because they do not 
believe there is a sole standard of right and light, so they consider our 
claim to be erroneous and our judgment to be subjective.  But we must 
do our duty no matter what the cost —souls are at stake, beloved!  The 
world is filled with a plethora of pseudo-prophets.  To illustrate this, 
take note that of the thirty-one Greek words in the New Testament that 
start with Ø (Psi), fifteen contain the prefix “pseudo” —that’s nearly 
50%!  We have “false brethren, false apostles, liars, false teachers, 
false speaking, to make lies, false witnesses, bearing false witness, false 
prophets, lies, false Christs, false names, speaking lies, and to lie.”  
Yes, the world is filled with “pseudos” (Webster’s 9th lists twenty-
seven English words that contain “pseudo” as a prefix!)  And this is no 
shock because the father of lies is the god of this world, the one who is 
a false accuser and slanderer, whose working is “with all deceivable-
ness of unrighteousness” and “lying wonders” (Cf. 2 Thessalonians 
2:10, 9).  And here’s the devilish part: The false prophet is a prophet 
and “cloaks error in Biblical phraseology” (G. Stoeckhardt), just as Sa-
tan quotes Scripture with a slight omission (Cf. Matthew 4:6, et al.), 
following the primal lie in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3).  Therefore, 
our Lord warns, Matthew 7:15-20: “Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” 
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The fruit of a prophet is what he speaks —judge that according to the 
sole standard, God’s Word.  As John says, I John 4:2-3: “Hereby know 
ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now 
already is it in the world.” 

Isaiah put it simply, Isaiah 8:20: “To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.”  There is one light, one lamp: “Thy Word” (Psalm 119:105). 
“Thy Word is truth” (John 17:17).  Even the Apostle Paul was judged 
in this manner, Acts 17:11: “These were more noble than those in Thes-
salonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”  Any 
teacher who refuses to be judged by God’s standard disqualifies himself 
from the office outright, I Peter 4:11a:  “If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God.”  I Timothy 6:3-4a: “If any man teach oth-
erwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the Words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 
he proud, knowing nothing….”  Romans 16:17-18 must be followed to 
the letter:  “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divi-
sions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them.  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple.” 

Our text says: “In this ye are knowing the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
who is professing Jesus Christ having come in the flesh is out of God,” 
as a literal translation of the original says.  Are we judging hearts?  No.  
Are we judging what is supposed to be coming from the heart, namely, 
“what the mouth speaketh” (Cf Matthew 12:34)?  —Yes!  We must! 

Specifically, what does the spirit confess about the person and work of 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ of God?  Does he confess that “Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh and remains in the flesh” (perfect partici-
ple)?  Does he confess the God-Man incarnate, the Anointed One in 
whom “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 
2:9)?  Does he avow, frankly admit, “without controversy” that Jesus 
was, and is, “God manifest in the flesh” (I Timothy 3:16)?  Does he 
confess that this wonderful Person did an equally wonderful work in 
His redemption of the world and His gracious reconciliation of all men 
to God (Romans 3:19-28)? 
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Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ alone —is that what the spirit confesses?  Or is he 
“heterodox”—teaching “other doctrine” than what God’s Word says?  
Is he a heretic spreading heresy?   Even if he does a supposed “miracle” 
to “confirm” his doctrine, we are not to believe him if his doctrine is 
corrupt.  As Scripture warns, Deuteronomy13:1-4: ”If there arise 
among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign 
or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he 
spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not 
known, and let us serve them; thou shalt not hearken unto the words of 
that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God 
proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul. Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, 
and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye 
shall serve him, and cleave unto him.” 

As you may clearly see, God has a definite purpose in allowing heresies 
to arise in the Church at large. As it is written, I Corinthians11:19: “For 
there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved 
may be made manifest among you.”  The word “heresy” comes from 
the Greek verb meaning “to take, choose, prefer for one’s self;” thus 
the noun form means that which is “self-chosen,” “an opinion varying 
from the true exposition of the Christian faith” (Thayer, p. 16). As Lu-
ther explains, the word heresy means “a separate, selected, self-made, 
individualistic doctrine and manner of faith and life apart from the com-
monly accepted ones...heresy is nothing else than an error stubbornly 
adhered to against the Holy Scripture.”  Luther adds, “The church has 
no pest more harmful than a godless teacher, a godless and false 
prophet, a heretic. No poison is deadlier than godless doctrine.” 

God suffers or permits heretics to arise in order that the true teachers 
may be made manifest and that the true doctrine be ever more firmly 
established publicly.  Heretics and false prophets and teachers “arise 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them” (Acts 
20:30).  Out of their mouth comes perverted doctrine, self-chosen opin-
ions, teaching at variance with the common rule of faith, the doctrine of 
Holy Scripture.  So we must use the Bible as our only source and norm 
of faith and practice in the Church and test the spirits according to that 
Word alone.  In so doing, God will use us as instruments to reveal false 
prophets and manifest the truth.  God will realize His purpose in allow-
ing false teachers to arise and will turn the tables, working all things 
together for our good (Cf. Romans 8:28).  The Apostle John bears wit-
ness to the fact that this does indeed occur when we follow God’s com-
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mand to try the spirits.  Just prior to the words before us, he says, I John 
2:18-19: “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that 
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we 
know that it is the last time.  They went out from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with 
us: but they went out that they might be made manifest that they were 
not all of us.” 

So you see that our gracious God suffers heretics and false prophets, not 
in order that the Church may be overcome, but that the Church may 
overcome and the truth of God prevail.  As our final point states: 
“Christian: Be assured of victory over false prophets!”  Verse 4: “Ye 
are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is 
he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”  In the Greek we find 
that the Apostle John repeats the personal pronoun for emphasis, liter-
ally, “Ye, ye are of God, little children…”  He emphatically states that 
they are literally “out of God,” their origin and source is “of God.”  
Now how can this be that sinners find their origin, source and cause “of 
God?”  John 3:5-6: “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 

Here’s the answer: Sinners are “of God” only by virtue of a second 
birth or regeneration, by virtue of their conversion by the Holy Spirit of 
God to childlike confidence of the heart in Christ Jesus and His merits 
alone for salvation.   This regeneration is accomplished even in tiny 
infants, too young to understand the spoken Gospel, by the washing of 
Holy Baptism, which St. Paul calls “the washing of regeratuion” (Titus 
3:5).   The bestowal of faith is also accomplished “by hearing and 
hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17).  How can you, a sinner, 
be absolutely certain of being a child of God and an heir of everlasting 
glory?  St. Paul assures the Galatians and all true believers: “Ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (3:26); and Jesus Himself 
certifies your inheritance with the saints in light, saying in the last chap-
ter of Mark: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.” (16:16).  This promise certifies that you, as a true believer, are 
an heir of eternal life.  To certify means “to testify, usually formally and 
in writing, to the truth or genuineness of something, to attest as certain, 
confirm to assure with certainty, to guarantee.”  This witness of your 
very own Savior makes your entrance into God’s Kingdom a  fact that 
is certain, incontestable and irrefutable, confirmed.  For everyone who 
is regenerate, a newborn creature by faith in Christ Jesus, is born of 
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God and is a member of His Kingdom.  John 1:12-13: “As many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”  Simple God-
wrought childlike faith makes a sinner a member of God’s Kingdom: 
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God...” (I John 
5:1a).  The Apostle certifies that his readers are indeed of God in Christ 
Jesus, the Savior come in the flesh, whom they, by grace alone, believe 
in and confess! 

Note also how John addresses his fellow Christians by calling them 
“little children.”  This word of endearment is used seven times by John 
in this letter.  Jesus used it (John 13:33), and so did St. Paul (Galatians 
4:19).  This name expresses the mutual love Christians bear in their 
hearts toward one another (Cf. I John 5:1).  The aged Apostle John 
writes as an elderly father with a heart of concern for his fellow Chris-
tians, a concern for their perseverance in the faith unto everlasting life. 

Through him our faithful God assures us that, as His children, we “have 
overcome them.” Note the perfect tense, literally we “have been victorious 
and continue to be victorious over them.” We should never worry whether 
we shall be able always to overcome false prophets because we have al-
ready gained the victory and continue to reign victorious over them. 

We “have overcome them.”  Yes, it is the battle between us and them, 
the children of God against the children of the world, especially their 
false prophets.  But we have overcome and continue to overcome them.  
How?  I John 5:4-5 tells us: “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God?”  We overcome the world by simple childlike 
faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of Almighty God.  By faith we also over-
come the one who controls the wicked of this world, that Wicked One 
himself “called the devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world” (Revelations 12:9).  As John tells us in the book of the Revelation 
(12:11): “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.” 

The devil may “scowl fierce as he will, he can harm us none, he’s 
judged; the deed is done” (TLH,   262, 3).  He even threatens us with 
death; but Christians know better, for the Son of God took part of flesh 
and blood “that through death He might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14-15).  Christ 
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has disarmed the devil, taking away his greatest tactical weapon, “the 
fear of death,” and replacing it in the hearts of His people with the 
hope of eternal life, the sure and certain expectation of that which He 
seals to all believers, an anchor of the soul, the “hope of eternal life, 
which God, that cannot lie, promised…” (Titus 1:2). 

And here is why faith wins the battle.  Our faith is grounded in our 
faithful God, who omnipotently reigns over all His enemies.  As John 
explains in our text: “Because greater is He that is in you, than he that 
is in the world.”  The One that dwells within us surpasses all others in 
nature and power.  Who is “He that is in you”?  I John 4:15 tells us: 
“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth 
in him, and he in God.”  God makes your body His dwellingplace, His 
temple.  Jesus says, John 14:16-18, 22-23: “‘And I will pray the Fa-
ther, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide 
with you forever; even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know 
Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you’ …Judas saith unto him, not Iscar-
iot, ‘Lord, how is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and not 
unto the world?’  Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘If a man love 
Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him” (Cf. I John 3:24).  The 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, the entire Holy Trinity, dwells within the 
believer in Christ —that’s our Savior’s sure promise! 

Who then could possibly overcome a Christian?  Jesus says, John 
10:27-30: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, nei-
ther shall any man pluck them out of My hand.  My Father, which 
gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of My Father’s hand.  I and My Father are one.”  Who has the abil-
ity to pluck us out of the Father’s omnipotent hand?   No one, not even 
the devil himself!. We have nothing to fear from even our strongest 
enemy, that fallen angel, Satan, for our God is greater than all. 

Who is “he that is in the world”?  No less than he that is called the 
“god of this world,” “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience…” (II Corinthians  4:4, 
Ephesians 2:2) …the devil himself.  Together with his allies, the 
world and our own sinful flesh, he regiments himself in full battle ar-
ray, marshaling his forces against the Church.  But this evil triad is no 
match for the Holy Trinity!  The “Stronger One” is on our side, and 
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He has overcome their leader, their “strong man armed,” the devil.  As 
the Lord Jesus explains, Luke 11:21-22: “But when a Stronger than he 
shall come upon him, and overcome him, He taketh from him all his ar-
mor wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils” (Compare I John 3:8.). 

So we are neither to underestimate the enemy nor overestimate him.  
Jesus warns of the last days by accurately describing the limited extent 
of the power of Satan and his minions, Matthews 24:24: “For there 
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs 
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the 
very elect.”  Note: their powers of deception are so great that, if it were 
possible, the elect would be deceived; but, thanks be to God, it is not 
possible that the elect be lost.  Indeed the very gates of hell itself shall 
not prevail against the Church of Jesus Christ.  Our Savior is ever faith-
ful; yea, Solomon says: “There hath not failed one word of all His good 
promise” (I Kings 8:56).  Put your faith in your Faithful God, your trust 
in Him, who is absolutely trustworthy! 

As the Apostle continues, we note that we overcome false prophets only 
by the hearing God’s Word.  Verses 5-6: “They are of the world: there-
fore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of 
God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not 
us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.”  
Worldly people listen to worldly speakers.  All false prophets have their 
origin and source in the flesh; they are carnal, literally “out of the 
world.”  Because their origin is worldly, they speak of the world.  They 
speak words which declare their carnal mind and disclose their fleshly 
thoughts, all of which find their source in the world.  False prophets use 
religious jargon and terminology, pious palaver and parlance, to preach 
and teach exactly what the world has always believed and will always 
continue to want to hear.  It is no wonder that they are so successful, as 
our text states, literally “They are (always) speaking of the world and 
the world is (ever) hearing them.” 

There are certainly many who are received as admired and authoritative 
spokesmen, for the world nods full approval to what it considers wis-
dom and usually pays its speakers quite well.  Of that fact, we hear God 
speaking through Micah: “If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood 
do lie, saying, ‘I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink,’ 
he shall even be the prophet of this people” (Micah 2:11).  A sure way 
to win friends and influence people of the world is to preach a religious 
“ethic” that denies absolute moral values and allows the flesh to in-
dulge itself.  The world will not sit for the Law of God; it will not hear 



 

         87 

its sins reproved; so those of the world, false prophets, simply do not 
preach God’s Law when they are preaching what good things men must 
do to inherit eternal life! But even there the Law seems too strict.  So 
now we have numerous “self-help” philosophies which are only 
quasi-religious.  It seems the more intellectually sophisticated the work-
righteous scheme is, the better the world likes it.  Today you find more 
humanistic psychology in “religious teaching” than anything else, all 
of which the world loves, simply because it reinforces the sinful, natu-
rally inborn opinion of the proud flesh that man can save himself by his 
own self-improvement techniques and methods.  The rituals differ, but 
the principle underlying every false religion remains the same:  
Work-righteousness.   Why?  The world is in the market only for some-
thing that can puff up its ego and inflate its self image.  When the world 
then “beats a path to your door” when you preach, you’d better watch 
out.  As Jesus declares: “Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well 
of you!  For so did their fathers to the false prophets” (Luke 6:26). 

Worldly people give ear to worldly speakers, but those who are God’s 
people hear God’s Word and shun and avoid all false teachers.  Verse 6: 
“We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth not us.  Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of 
error.”  The Apostle changes from the second person plural “ye” to the 
first person plural “we” so as to include himself with his readers.  This 
is a confession of faith: “We are of God.”  Can you say this?  Every 
true believer must be able to confess his heritage as a child of God; for 
God would have us certain about our eternal destiny.  Now the Anti-
christ rails against anyone who claims certainty about salvation, claim-
ing that such assurance by an ordinary Christian is the result of pride 
and conceit, since only great saints, given special revelations, can be 
sure of everlasting glory.  In this the Roman Pontiff reveals his true col-
ors as head of his Antichristian Papacy.  But Christ would have us sure 
of our status as children of His Kingdom.  He would have us know why 
we are no longer of the world but of God.  Why are we “of God”?  Be-
cause of Him who was sent from God, His only begotten Son, Jesus the 
Christ.  He it is “who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver 
us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our 
Father” (Galatians 1:4).  Yes, it is the will of God the Father that we be 
delivered from this present evil world.  In order to deliver us, God sent 
His Son. How did Christ accomplish this victory for us?  He took our 
place in the battle against sin, death, the devil, and hell itself.  This is 
why we declare with Paul the Apostle, I Corinthians 15:55-57: “O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
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death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  As our 
Substitute, He fulfilled both the positive and negative aspects of 
God’s Holy Law; rendering perfect obedience.  He fulfilled all right-
eousness.  Yielding Himself as a holy sacrifice, a bloody offering, He 
paid the penalty of our guilt.  He gave God exactly what His holy and 
just Law requires:  A positive righteousness and a just payment for 
crimes committed.  He bore our sin in His own body on the tree, suf-
fering the eternal torment and agony of the damned in hell, being 
God-forsaken and damned as a curse for us (Galatians 3:13).  He ap-
peased God’s wrath and satisfied God’s justice on that wretched tree 
atop Calvary’s hill.  I John 4:10: “Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.”  His holy blood avails before God; He is able to save to the 
uttermost, for He blots out every remembrance of our sins from God’s 
heart and mind (Isaiah 43:25).  The record is clear and unalterable, I 
John 5:11: “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son.”  We are of God, heirs of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

But now the question: Shall we remain such?  Yes indeed, because 
God’s Word sustains us in the faith. Those who are of God hear God’s 
Word, while avoiding all false teachers, as John says (lit.): “He that is 
knowing God is hearing us.” Christians turn to true teachers, and con-
tinue steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship (Acts 2:42).  
They know that they are to hear those who teach and preach as the ora-
cles of God and receive the Word of God they preach as it is in truth, 
not man’s word, but the very Word of God (Luke 10:16, I Thessaloni-
ans 2:13).  As the Apostle John exhorts, I John 2:24: “Let that therefore 
abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning.  If that which ye 
have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall con-
tinue in the Son, and in the Father.” (Compare Hebrew 10:23-25). 

While the godly hear God’s true words, the ungodly do not.  Jesus 
says to the Jews, John 8:43-47: “Why do ye not understand My 
speech? even because ye cannot hear My Word.  Ye are of your father 
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He was a murderer 
from the beginning and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is 
a liar, and the father of it.  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe 
Me not.  Which of you convinceth Me of sin?  And if I say the truth, 
why do ye not believe Me?  He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye 
therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God” (Compare I Co-
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rinthians 2:14). Obviously then it is contrary to our very nature, as chil-
dren of God, to hear false prophets and teachers, to support them by our 
attendance in their churches or in any other religious forum, in short, to 
have any church fellowship with those that are “heterodox,” who ad-
here, in their teaching and practice, to “other doctrine” (I Timothy1:3).  
Hear God’s Word on the matter, II John 9-11: “Whosoever transgres-
seth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.  He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him Godspeed: for he that biddeth him Godspeed 
is partaker of his evil deeds.”  (Compare also I Timothy 6:3-5). 

All those who disobey God’s express commands are tempting God and 
have no promise of protection; if they are deceived by false prophets, 
they have themselves to blame and themselves alone.  For our God 
would have us hold fast to His Word, for only in this way are we know-
ing the spirit of truth and the spirit of error or deceit (Cf. Ephesians 
4:14ff).  So God grant us this steadfastness, for the sake of Him, who 
told His disciples, John 8:31-32: “If ye continue in My word, then are 
ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” (Cf. I Thessalonians 5:23-24). 

—E. J. W. 

Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word. 
Curb those who fain by craft and sword 
would wrest the kingdom from Thy Son 

and set at naught all He hath done! 
 

—TLH 261, 1 
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THE JUDGMENT OF CIVIL 
GOVERNMENTS 

 
“Rulers are not a terror to good works but to the evil. …
Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the 
same; for [the government] is the minister of God to thee 
for good. …But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; …
for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil.”  —Romans 13:3-4 

 
Particularly in an election year when the administration of our public 
officials is held up to intense scrutiny and the voters are confronted 
with the decision whether to return them to office or to replace them, 
thoughtful reflection in the citizen often gives way to cynicism and 
even outrage regarding their official or even private conduct.  And the 
fleshly heart of man, which since the fall of Adam and Eve resists the 
law of God and that of men and resents every curb or control, expresses 
disrespect of civil government and of incumbents in public office and 
looks upon them as a kind of “necessary evil” in this world.  Anarchists 
by definition are those who systematically resist lawful authority by 
flouting or ignoring rules, duties, and orderly behavior, and promote 
unbridled personal license, lawlessness, disorder, and the abolition of 
governmental control on principle. Thankfully for our “quiet and 
peaceable life” (I Timothy 2:2) under the government of God, true an-
archists are a small minority in our land.  True, there are lawless and 
anarchistic enclaves in our society —“the mob,” street gangs, so-called 
“militia groups” that plot terror and mayhem, as well as those who 
“trash-talk” the police and other law enforcement agencies; but the vast 
majority recognize the necessity of “law and order” in the world and in 
our streets for the preservation of life, liberty and property. 
 
What comes as a surprise to many, however, is that civil government is 
God’s institution, and that He has “ordained” it and entrusted it as His 
“minister” or servant with the welfare and safety of its citizens.  St. 
Paul writes in Romans 13:1-2, “The powers that be are ordained of 
God.  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God.”  Notice that, contrary to the opinion of some, God has NOT 
revealed that a democracy or a representative government is His preferred 
form of civil administration.  “There is no power but of God” (v. 1), 
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whether it be a democracy, a monarchy, a principality, an empire, an 
oligarchy, or a totalitarian dictatorship. 
 
In this connection, it is significant that Jesus Himself commanded obe-
dience to “Caesar” (Matthew 22:21), that Paul exhorts us to pray “for 
kings and for all that are in authority” (I Timothy 2:2), that he enjoins 
us to “be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magis-
trates” (Titus 3:1), that Peter speaks of “the king as supreme” but also 
of “governors” (I Peter 1:13-14), and that the very power to which Paul 
instructs the Romans to be “subject, not only for wrath but also for con-
science’ sake” (Romans 13:5) was the imperial power of Nero, one of 
the cruelest of the Roman emperors, whose imperial economy thrived 
on slavery and whose government systematically persecuted, tortured, 
and executed Christians, including Paul himself and Peter, according to 
contemporary historians.  There is no principle of Scripture that re-
quires “the consent of the governed” for a legitimate state to exist and 
to function; but Scripture does require obedience. 
 
Obedience to civil governments falls under the Fourth Commandment, 
according to which we are to honor those whom God has placed over 
us, to serve them, to obey them, and to respect them as precious gifts of 
God (Small Catechism Q/A 57, CPH, 1943 Ed.).  We are to be 
“subject” not only to popularly-elected, kind and benevolent rulers, 
“the good and gentle,” “but also to the froward” (I Peter 2:18), to 
those who are mean, cruel, unjust, tyrannical, and, yes, even godless!  
For their office is “ordained of God,” not their abuses surely, not their 
cruelty, not their corruption, but their office.  For any abuse of power, 
they (not we) will have to give account to their Master, God Himself.  
We, however, are accountable to God under the Fourth Commandment 
for OUR obedience to our government or lack thereof —in thoughts, 
desires, words and deeds; and disobedience, lawlessness, even an unco-
operative attitude toward authority, as well as disdain and contempt for 
our civil government is “sin” —“the transgression of the law” (I John 
3:4), be it a sin of commission or a sin of omission or neglect.  And the 
penalty for sin we know well, as every crime is a “capital crime” accord-
ing to God’s perfect justice: “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 
 
God’s Word is perfectly clear: “Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers” (Romans 13:1).  “Wherefore ye must needs be subject, 
not only for wrath [not merely because of the threat of punishment], but 
also for conscience’ sake [because it is your Christian duty under God 
as the fruit of your faith]” (v. 5).  “Render therefore unto Caesar [the 
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government] the things which are Caesar’s” (Matthew 22:21).  
“Render therefore to all their dues: Tribute [taxes] to whom tribute is 
due; custom [tolls] to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to 
whom honor” (Romans 13:7).  “Put them in mind to be subject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every 
good work” (Titus 3:1).  “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake” (I Peter 2:13) —obeying not only those 
laws with which we agree, or find equitable, or regard to be just, or 
find “constitutional,” or consider reasonable, but EVERY ordinance 
(speed limits, building codes, fireworks regulations, littering laws, the 
tax code, etc.) out of loving submission to Him who was subject in all 
things to the laws of God and man for OUR sakes! 
 
The only exception to absolute obedience to the government has been 
established by God Himself and is clearly stated in Acts 5:29.   When 
the government commands us to do what God in His Word forbids, or 
when the government forbids us to do what God in His Word com-
mands, then we are not only permitted by God to disobey it, but com-
manded by God to disobey it.  The First Commandment takes prece-
dence when such a conflict arises, and “we ought to obey God rather 
than men” (Acts 5:29). 
 
As God’s ordinance, the government ALSO has the right to exercise 
judgment and to dispense justice here in this world, even though ITS 
judgment and ITS justice (unlike GOD’S judgment and justice) are 
flawed.  If the government could perfectly administer the justice that 
God intends it to dispense, no “miscarriages of justice” would ever 
occur. No law-abiding citizen would ever be persecuted, prosecuted, 
or punished; and no criminal would escape “the long arm of the law.”  
In this sinful world, however, no perfect, utopian system exists.  
Those in our government who have no true fear, love and trust in God 
have no regard for His laws and His ordinances in any case; and those 
who may indeed be true believers in Christ Jesus and heirs of heaven 
can fulfill His ordinances only imperfectly according to the measure 
of His perfect justice. 
 
Nevertheless, God’s will expressed in Romans 13:3-4 is clear for any-
one to understand; and it is His intention that civil governments exer-
cise their power in accordance with His will and ordinance: “For rul-
ers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil.  Wilt thou, then, not 
be afraid of the power?  Do that which is good, and thou shalt have 
praise of the same; for he [the government] is the minister of God to 
thee for good.”  Law-abiding citizens should have nothing to fear 
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from their rulers.  On the contrary, they should be praised by the gov-
ernment for their good citizenship, for their lawful conduct, for their 
participation, for their contribution to good order, peace, and tranquil-
ity.  When that doesn’t happen, the government is not doing its job — 
and it certainly didn’t happen in Paul’s case, who was reported to have 
been persecuted and martyred under Nero in 67 A. D. for the sake of 
the Gospel.  The government “is the minister of God to thee for good,” 
Paul says.  It serves God’s providence and government as a secondary 
cause to provide “good” for its people, among which may be noted 
safety for its citizens, protection from enemies foreign and domestic, 
peace and tranquility in their streets, security in their homes, defense of 
the innocent, and so on.  “Good government” is enumerated by Luther 
as one of those providential blessings that “belong to the support and 
wants of the body” under the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 
“Give us this day our daily bread.”  Thus, when our federal, state, or 
local government provides us with benefits that we often take for 
granted, let us remember that these are GOD’S blessings graciously be-
stowed upon us by the government as His servant, and not merely the 
outcome of political action and the beneficence of the powerful. 
 
“But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the 
sword in vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil” (v. 4).  Government is not doing its job 
as God’s servant if it permits evildoers free rein in society, deals with 
the lawless and disobedient with a “soft touch,” abdicates its responsi-
bility to keep order, and permits its enemies to threaten, terrorize and 
intimidate its citizens.  Ideally, since the government is God’s servant, 
its laws should serve the law of God in both their precepts and prohibi-
tions.  What is “good,” even in terms of civic righteousness, should be 
preserved, protected, defended, and rewarded; and what is “evil” accord-
ing to the moral law should be condemned and its perpetrators punished. 
 
And yet, because of sin in the world, and because most of the incum-
bents in public office —legislators, executives, jurists— are “natural 
man” with “carnal minds” inimical to the will of God, inclined only to 
evil, and totally without righteousness before Him because they them-
selves are “not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed can 
be” (Romans 8:7), is it any wonder that our civil and criminal codes 
and courts often reward evil and punish righteousness??  By the grace 
of God, righteousness (including the free exercise of our faith) is not 
prohibited to us in our country, neither are we punished for speaking 
out against sin and vice and wickedness.  We realize, of course, that it 
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may well come to that at some time in the future, particularly as the 
Last Day draws nearer (John 16:2b). 
 
On the other hand, what the government, with its power to judge and to 
prosecute, should be condemning and punishing, it often legalizes and 
protects —more so now than ever before in these latter “days of 
Lot” (Luke 17:28).  The wholesale murder of unborn human beings is 
protected, so is homosexuality, and in some states prostitution; gambling 
(until recently regarded as “vice”) is now legal in most states and aggres-
sively advertised as a “boon to education” in the funding it can provide; 
and the rights of the guilty are protected, while their victims are left to 
suffer without restitution or compensation!  On the other hand, punitive 
measures against criminals have been softened; “plea bargains” are nego-
tiated with the most heinous offenders for reduced sentences; many sen-
tences are shortened or commuted; and the death penalty, sanctioned by 
God Himself as the ultimate punishment for murder and other such 
crimes of violence (Genesis 9:6; Matthew 26:52) has all but disappeared, 
at least in practice.  When governments thus turn justice on its head, they 
no longer function as God’s “ministers” or servants “for the punishment 
of evildoers and for the praise of them that do well” (I Peter 2:14); and 
they will have to give account for their dereliction. 
 
Civil governments, as God’s institution, intended to function as His ser-
vants in His government of all things, are to maintain law and order for 
the sake of their citizenry; and a “good government” (Luther) will not 
hesitate to exercise its power according to God’s ordinance.  Govern-
ments have the right and the duty to arrest, prosecute, convict, and pun-
ish criminals, as the texts above clearly show.  They have the right of 
vengeance upon evildoers (Romans 13:4b) in the place of individual 
victims to whom God has prohibited personal vengeance (Romans 
12:19).  Such vengeance may be visited collectively upon enemy na-
tions in the prosecution of “just wars,” that is, wars of self-defense, 
wars in defense of an ally, and wars of retribution.  And when civil gov-
ernments prosecute evildoers, either individually (as in the criminal jus-
tice system) or collectively (as in the waging of just wars), the judgment 
that they make and the justice they exact is legitimate judgment when 
they act according to the will of God revealed in His Word. 
 
It is, of course, our great comfort, particularly as we celebrate the as-
cension of our risen Savior to the right hand of God, that, no matter 
whether our civil government functions as His minister according to 
His will, or whether it goes its own way and shirks its God-given re-
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sponsibilities, Christ, the King of kings and Lord of all lords, still gov-
erns and protects His Church and, as the Head of the Church, rules the 
whole world in the interest of His Church, in the interest of all true be-
lievers —in OUR interest, for OUR welfare, to OUR blessing!  “For 
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).  
May God continue graciously to bless our land for the elects’ sake, for 
our benefit here in time, and to the glory of His Name in eternity! 
 

—D. T. M.  

Prayer for  
Civil Authorities 

 
O merciful father in heaven, who hold-
est in Thy hand all the might of man 
and who hast ordained the powers that 
be for the punishment of evildoers and 
for the praise of them that do well, and 

of whom is all rule and authority in the kingdoms of the 
world, we humbly beseech Thee, graciously regard Thy 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor 
of this our State, our Judges and Magistrates, and all the 
rulers of the earth. May all that receive the sword as Thy 
ministers bear it according to Thy commandment. 
Enlighten and defend them by Thy name, O God. Grant 
them wisdom and understanding, that under their peace-
able governance Thy people may be guarded and directed 
in righteousness, quietness, and unity. Protect and prolong 
their lives, O God of our salvation, that we with them may 
show forth the praise of Thy name; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord. 
 

(TLH, p. 104) 
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The Exercise of Parental Judgment 
in Bringing Up Children 
as God Enjoins 
 
“And ye fathers, provoke not your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.”  —Eph. 6:4 
 
In these last days we are being very vigorously and persistently assailed 
by those who would have us  believe that marriage and the family has 
become an institution of the past.  So-called experts tell us that the time 
has come for a change.  And they attempt to prove this by the results of 
various surveys which they have conducted.  They claim that the 
changes which they propose —homosexual marriage, consensual sex 
outside of marriage, etc.— will greatly improve the whole concept of 
human relations.  Contrary to what these blasphemers assert, the Word 
of God stands as the unalterable truth and the foundation of our Chris-
tian faith.  In that Word we are plainly told that God instituted marriage.  
“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I 
will make him an help meet for him.”  It was the Lord God who created 
the woman from Adam’s rib and “brought her unto the man;”… 
”therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Genesis 3).  
 
We also observe that the Lord has placed a hedge about His institution 
in giving the Sixth Commandment, “Thou shalt not commit adultery.”  
Husband and wife are to remain faithful to one another and not become 
guilty of adultery, as was done by King David with Bathsheba, the wife 
of Uriah (2 Samuel 11).  The marriage union between husband and wife 
is to be lifelong.  The Apostle Paul reminds us in I Corinthians 7:39 that 
“the wife is bound by the Law as long as her husband liveth.”  And the 
Lord Jesus warns us, “What God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder” (Matthew 19:6).  We in-laws and other relatives dare not in-
terfere by seeking to drive a wedge between husband and wife. 
 
God also had a purpose when He created our first parents.  Not only did 
He create them for mutual companionship and the fulfillment of their 
sexual needs, but He also blessed them, enjoining them to be “fruitful 
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and multiply” (Genesis 1:28).  The procreation of children within 
the marriage union is therefore an integral part of marriage.  To 
eliminate children from marriage is contrary to God’s institution 
of marriage.  We are aware of the campaigns on the part of those 
who express grave concern to the problems of over-population 
and would have us follow the policy in China which advocates 
only one child to the husband and wife.  We also observe the 
various women’s rights organizations who seek to take the wife 
out of her rightful sphere in the home so that she can pursue her 
goal in fulfilling what they erroneously believe to be “her full 
potential” in the world. 
 
While many lament the home which has a large number of chil-
dren, the Word of God teaches us the opposite.  “Lo, children are 
an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is His re-
ward” (Psalm 127:3).  Children are a gracious blessing and gift 
from the Lord for which a married couple should be thankful.  
“As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of 
the youth.  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: 
they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies 
in the gate” (Psalm 127:4-5). 
 
With the blessing of children also comes responsibility.  God 
does not give us children to serve our selfish motives and whims; 
on the contrary, He directs parents, particularly the father, as the 
head of the household, to “bring them up in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).  We Christians know that 
our children are not born sinless, for “that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh” (John 3:6).  We must confess with David, “Behold 
I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me” (Psalm 51:15).  Therefore we willingly bring our children to 
the Lord to be cleansed by Him in Holy Baptism, since it is the 
only means of which we know whereby the little ones can be 
brought to faith.  The Lord assures us that “baptism doth also 
now save us” (I Peter 3:21).  But the responsibility does not stop 
there.  The Savior not only commands us to baptize our little ones 
but also instructs us to nurture them, “teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20).  
That instruction begins in the home!  And as we see from Ephe-
sians 6:4, the chief responsibility rests with the father.  While 
mothers also share in this responsibility as helpers to their hus-
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bands, it is the father who is to take an active role in teaching the 
child the truths of God’s Word. 
 
From the Word of God it is also crystal-clear that obedience is re-
quired on the part of the children.  Some modern child psychologists 
think that children should be placed on the same level with their 
parents.  But this is contrary to God’s established order, and we 
have been witnessing the disastrous results of such teaching in our 
whole society.  While Scripture teaches us that parents and children 
are equally the recipients of the blessings of salvation, at the same 
time it instructs us that it is not the children who have the rule over 
the parents but the parents over the children!  The Lord very plainly 
commands,  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right” (Ephesians 6:1).  When children are disobedient to their par-
ents, then they are disobeying God, whom the parents represent. Of 
course, when parents command their children to do something 
which God forbids, or forbid them to do what God commands, the 
children must refuse on the basis of Acts 5:29, “We ought to obey 
God rather than men;” for “he that loveth father or mother more 
than Me is not worthy of Me,” Jesus tells us in Matthew 10:37.  
 
The Christian father, realizing that God has given him his children, 
will strive to carry out his responsibility very carefully in the light 
of God’s Word.  He will not permit disobedience and defiance, nei-
ther will he ignore such violations of God’s holy Fourth Command-
ment, but he will see to it that the necessary corrections are made, 
even if it includes his use of the rod.  Some of our modern child 
psychologists react with horror whenever they hear that the rod 
should be used in correcting children.  But the Lord makes it very 
plain that the correct use of the rod in training children shows true 
love on the part of the parents for their children.  It is God who 
states, “He that spareth his rod hateth his son” (Proverbs 13:24).  If 
this Biblical truth were carried out more, then parents would not 
experience so much disrespect and impertinence from their children.  
How terrible when parents allow their children to make insolent and 
sassy remarks to them without the necessary correction.  And where 
the father and mother tolerate such wicked behavior, they are not 
carrying out their God-given responsibility toward their children. 
 
On the other hand, the Apostle warns, “And ye fathers, provoke not 
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your children to wrath” (Ephesians 6:4).  While fathers are to be 
patient and wise, they are not to be overly severe and unjust in the 
treatment of their children.  They are not to make unnecessarily 
harsh commands and continuously find fault with their children, 
“lest they be discouraged” (i.e., lose spirit, lose heart) (Colossians 
3:21).  The father who does not strive properly to distinguish be-
tween the Law and the Gospel in raising his children may very well 
find that ultimately the children will lose all affection and love for 
their father.  Luther very aptly advises, “Beside the rod must al-
ways lie the apple.”  The father in particular is also to be a good 
example to his children, lest he find that by his evil deeds he ap-
pears as a hypocrite to his children and “provokes them to wrath.”  
Remember the example of King Saul, who provoked his son, Jona-
than, to wrath by his wicked persecution of David and by his unjust 
criticism of Jonathan because of their mutual friendship and fel-
lowship (1 Samuel 20: 24-34)? 
 
In these last evil days of the world wherein the devil has certainly 
been loosed, Revelation 20:3, we observe more and more his at-
tempts to destroy the family unit which God Himself has instituted.  
We sing in one of our hymns, “As he of old deceived the world and 
into sin and death has hurled, so now he subtly lies in wait to ruin 
school and Church and State” (TLH, 254, 5).  The family is the 
foundation of the State; and to destroy the family means the ruina-
tion of the State, as history so abundantly testifies.  The devil does 
not want fathers to bring up their children to know Jesus as their 
dear Savior and to follow His Word.  Hence he is constantly at 
work to undermine and destroy the family unit.  The means which 
he employs are many.  Using the perverse, sinful heart of man and 
the ungodly world as his allies, he has succeeded in making accept-
able, even in the eyes of nominal Christians, divorce, premarital 
sexual relations, movies and TV programs which countenance sin, 
music which advocates wicked behavior, homosexuality, same-sex 
marriages, and the modern licentious worldly dance. 
 
The educational system in our public schools emphasizes human-
ism, a philosophy which rejects the Lord and His Word and places 
man in the forefront.  It stresses his capacity for self-realization 
through reason, which actually amounts to self-deification.  This 
teaching blatantly contradicts the Scriptural teaching that we are 
sinners and would be forever lost if it were not for the grace of our 
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dear heavenly Father in Christ Jesus, “who hath delivered us from 
the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of 
His dear Son: in whom we have redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).  In line with the exal-
tation of man, we also note the accent upon the things of this world.  
In many of our Christian homes, both father and mother work.  We 
know that the Scriptures require the father to provide for his family (I 
Timothy 5:8). Naturally the attention given to the children must suf-
fer if both the parents are simply too busy.  Christian parents must 
therefore examine themselves and determine which is the more im-
portant,  the extra income to supply their children with material and 
recreational luxuries, or providing them with the One Thing Needful 
which will stand them in good stead for time and eternity. 
 
May God bless our families through His Word, that none to heaven 
be lost.  Amen! 

—M. L. N.  

From Luther’s  
Large Catechism 

 on the  
Fourth Commandment  
 

Here consider now what deadly injury you [parents] are 
doing if you be negligent and fail on your part to bring up 
your child to usefulness and piety, and how you bring 
upon yourself all sin and wrath, thus earning hell by your 
own children, even though you be otherwise pious and 
holy.  And because this is disregarded, God so fearfully 
punishes the world that there is no discipline, government, 
or peace, of which we all complain, but do not see that it is 
our fault; for as we train them, we have spoiled and dis-
obedient children and subjects. Let this be sufficient ex-
hortation. 
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 The Day of Judgment 
 

“And now, little children, abide in Him; that, 
when He shall appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.” 

—I John 2:28 
 

The Biblical doctrine that every person who ever lived will one day stand 
before the judgment seat of God to give an account of his life gives most 
thoughtful people an uncomfortable feeling.  What answer will men give 
to God on that day?  How can a person stand with confidence in the Day 
of Judgment in the light of God’s perfect holy Law?  Can man’s philoso-
phy, personal righteousness, and good works sustain him on that day?  
The Christian turns to the clear and inerrant Word of God for the answer to 
these questions, and we thank God that the Scriptures offer us sure confi-
dence and hope as we face the coming Day of Judgment.  The Apostle John 
reveals that it is possible for the Christian to “have confidence and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming” (I John 2:28). How does the Christian 
rightly understand the final judgment and face it with confidence?  
 
The Apostle’s Creed teaches that Christ “ascended into heaven and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.” These words reflect the clear teaching of 
Holy Scripture.  St. Peter revealed: “It is He (Christ) which was ordained 
of God to be the judge of quick and dead” (Acts 10:42).  St. Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (II Corinthians 5:10).  
The return of Jesus Christ to judge the world is called “the day of the 
Lord” (I Thessalonians 5:2-3).  This day will signal the end of time, the 
beginning of eternity, the end of the day of grace, and the culmination of 
redemptive righteousness when the fate of all men will be sealed for eter-
nity.  The day of the Lord is ONE day, not two or three different days.  
The Bible nowhere teaches a “secret Rapture” of the church followed by a 
1,000-year millennial kingdom in physical Palestine with Christ sitting on 
an earthly throne.  False teachers introduced these doctrines into the visi-
ble church in the 19th century, and they have caused much confusion in the 
minds of some.  
 
God the Father has given Jesus, His only-begotten Son, authority to exe-
cute final judgment upon all mankind.  When He returns on the last day, 
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“all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:27-29).  
Jesus described the judgment as a day of gathering and separation of all 
mankind.  “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And 
before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And 
he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the 
left” (Matthew 25:31-33).  On that day Christ will separate His people 
of faith from unbelievers, the righteous from the wicked.  He will wel-
come His people into the kingdom prepared for them from the founda-
tion of the world; but to the wicked He will say: “Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels” (v. 
41). What a glorious day that will be! 
 
Man has a problem when he stands before God on the Day of Judg-
ment.  David described man’s dilemma as follows:  “If Thou, Lord, 
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” (Psalm 130:3).  If 
the Lord on that day judges us according to our sins, none of us will be 
acquitted before the bar of divine justice; we will all hear His condem-
nation pronounced against us.  We all deserve the penalty of death for 
our sins.  The Law is clear. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 
18:20a). “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin 
is the transgression of the law” (I John 3:4).  What is man’s true spiri-
tual condition?  “For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth 
good, and sinneth not” (Ecclesiastes 7:20).  “The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 
17:9).  What can man do?  He can do nothing to solve his sin problem.  
Sin makes man unfit and unable to prepare himself for the Day of Judg-
ment; he is helpless to change the condition of his heart or remove his 
guilt before God. “Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judg-
ment” (Psalm 1:5). 
 
The glorious message of the Gospel is that the death of Jesus Christ our 
Savior has accomplished for mankind what we could not do for our-
selves. “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  Jesus Christ, the 
spotless Lamb of God, laid down His life to redeem the entire world 
from sin (John 1:29; I Peter 1:18-19).  We are justified, redeemed, and 
accepted before God through the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son 
(Romans 3:24), “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 
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1:7). David recounts the blessings of the man who is justified before 
God by grace through faith apart from his works. “Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile” (Psalm 32:1-2).  David rejoices in the fact that God no longer 
imputed his sins against him but freely forgave him: “But there is for-
giveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared. Let Israel hope in the 
Lord: for with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous re-
demption” (Psalm 130:4, 7).  
 
The Christian does not need to fear the Day of Judgment.  We already 
know the verdict.  Even today “there is now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  No one can “lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elect.  It is God that justifieth” (Romans 8:33).  The 
Christian can stand with confidence on the Day of Judgment, for God is 
absolutely faithful to His Gospel promises in Jesus Christ.  We will 
stand on that day absolved of all sin through faith in His Son, for the 
great flood of God’s wrath was poured out upon Christ, our Substitute, 
who became sin for us “that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him” (II Corinthians 5:21).  Jesus promised us: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is 
passed from death unto life” (John 5:24).  For the Christian, the Day of 
Judgment is past; God’s wrath against sin has been poured out; He no 
longer imputes the guilt of our sins unto us; and by faith we have 
passed from death unto life!  His promise is sure! “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36). May God 
preserve us in this true faith until the Day of Jesus Christ. 

—R. A. M. 

„Behold,  I come quickly! 
Hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown!‰ 

 

Revelation 3:11 
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Welcome 
To all old and new subscribers 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Luther-
anism and are certain that, by God’s grace, you will re-
ceive rich spiritual benefits from your faithful reading of 
The Concordia Lutheran articles which are based sol-
idly upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

 Only $5.00 per year! 
 Give a subscription to a friend or relative! 

  
 17151 South Central Avenue,   Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 

• Orthodox Confessional Position 
• Individualized Instruction   
• Complete Traditional Curriculum        
• Customized student accommodations 
• Flexible class schedules   
• Urban, suburban and rural campuses 

• All our instructors are in the pastoral ministry 
• Local parish internships starting the first year  
• Theological libraries on all our regional     
• Student Aid Fund helps reduce living costs   
• Geographically diverse locales broaden 
      students’ experiences  
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

Church Directory 
___________________ 

 
FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203          Telephone:  (517) 787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class …..... 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201       (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@acd.net 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730          Telephone: (520) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730       (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 
HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5605 Windsong Drive 
Windcrest, TX 78239          Telephone: (210) 650-9053 
Worship Service ............................... 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. E. R. STALLINGS, Pastor 
110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, TX 78218       (210) 656-2125 
E-mail:  hselc@sbcglobal.net 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in Anaheim, California.  
Please call the Pastor for further information. 
 
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913          Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
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The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913       (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  peace@concordialutheranconf.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Ramada  Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355       (541) 258-2941 
E-mail:  m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
 
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178          Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118       (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class …... 11:15 a.m. 
The Rev. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279       (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 
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53rd Annual Convention 

of the  

Concordia Lutheran Conference 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

June 25, 26 and 27, 2004 

at 
 Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church, 

Seattle, Washington 
 

Motto: 
“By the Grace of God I am what I am.” 

I Corinthians 15:10 
 

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor Robert J. Lietz 

“The Saving Grace of God” 
 

The Historical Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor David T. Mensing 

 
The Sunday Sermon will be preached by 

Pastor Paul E. Bloedel 
Text: Ephesians 2:8-10 

 
Pastoral Conference on June 22-23 

Board of Directors Meeting on June 24 
 

 


