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OFFICIAL ORGAN 
of the 

Concordia Lutheran 
Conference

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:
To set forth in simple and plain lan

guage the pure doctrine of God's Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead Godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi
tation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ’s institu
tion. All who do this are the true visible 
Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public acknowl
edgment of such God-given unity. Thus 
we shall be able thereafter to practice a 
God-pleasing fellowship with them.

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment."

To set forth pertinent historical infor
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God.

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called "Lutheran" church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in 
the old orthodox Lutheran writings.

To expose false teaching and prac
tice wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression.
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“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. " —Ephesians 4:3

While most certainly there are dozens of passages of Scripture which 
would we could cite which would be pertinent to our being a Confer
ence and to our holding of annual conventions, I wish to bring to our 
readers attention the words of Ephesians 4:3, “endeavoring [lit. ever 
being on guard] to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. ” 
Even though God’s Word does not command Christians to form a con
ference or federation of congregations [a synod is not a divine institu
tion], the Word does instruct Christians to promote eagerly the unity of 
the Spirit, that is, to promote with diligence doctrinal unity, for what is 
“the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" but doctrinal unity? In 
our times, especially because we are in the end times, Christians are so 
divided doctrinally that visible Christendom is much like a shattered 
crystal bowl which lies in thousands of scattered pieces! Sadly, among 
the “conservative” Lutheran bodies there are remnants and general

You will read in this May-June issue of our Concordia Lutheran some 
special announcements. One pertains to our upcoming 52nd Annual 
Convention of our Concordia Lutheran Conference, which will be held 
this June 27, 28, 29, at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Oak Forest, Illinois. 
The other anticipated announcement concerns the graduation of our 
seminary student, Paul E. Bloedel, which will be a special feature of our 
convention. Prior to student Bloedel’s graduation, during the pastoral 
conference, there will be a colloquy designed to give our student the 
opportunity to hold forth on what he has learned both in the classroom 
and in his practical training. There is also the prospect of a colloquy for 
Pastor Nimi Fyneface, a pastor of the Fellowship of Lutheran Congre
gations in Nigeria (F.L.C.N.). In short, both our Pastoral Conference 
which precedes the convention and the convention itself are going to be 
full of highlights. Not to be minimized, of course, are the thoroughly 
prepared essays and sermons to be delivered during the convention. We 
urge all who are able to do so to attend this very important convention 
of our Conference.



—E. R. S.
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strokes of similarity, but not true, thorough-going doctrinal unity. 
Where such unity does exist, it is so precious that it warrants nothing 
less than diligent keeping.

This is why we have a Conference, why we meet in annual conventions, 
why we train men for the pastoral office, and why we thoroughly collo- 
quize pastors who come from without. Under God’s blessing, that is, 
relying upon God’s grace alone, our aim is to maintain in our midst true 
unity in doctrine and practice. It is also our aim to widen this unity by 
seeking out other individuals and congregations who are in fact in full 
agreement, or who will be able to be brought into full agreement, with 
our Scriptural doctrine and practice. Thus, our convention and our pas
toral meetings are not “meet, greet, and eat” affairs where we give mere 
lip-service to God’s Word. Christ would spew us out of His mouth! 
(Revelation 3:16) Rather, we meet prayerfully and with humble reli
ance upon the Lord to help us concretely and constructively to further 
the spiritual kingdom of our risen Lord and Savior by means of His 
Holy Word. Only then can we rightly pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. ” May God grant this petition 
to us as we endeavor ‘7o keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. ”
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Why the Doctrine of the trinity Is 
Jundnmentnl to Salvation

On the basis of the clear doctrine of Holy Scripture, all true Lutherans 
affirm with the Apology of the Augsburg Confession:

“ ...which faith, except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, 
without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. ”

—Athanasian Creed

We declare that we believe and teach that there is one 
divine essence, undivided, and yet, that there are three 
distinct persons, of the SAME DIVINE ESSENCE AND CO
ETERNAL, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. This arti
cle we have always taught and defended, and we be
lieve that it has, in Holy Scripture, sure and firm testi
monies that cannot be overthrown. And we constantly 
affirm that those thinking otherwise are outside the 
Church of Christ and are idolaters and insult God. 
{Apology, I, Triglot, p. 103).

1

As Dr. Luther put it: “Of these Persons each one is whole God, besides 
whom there is no other God.”

In his Doctrinal Theology, John Gerhard states: “God always from the 
beginning revealed Himself as three distinct Persons in one es
sence” (p. 157). And in Christian Dogmatics, Dr. J. T. Mueller lists the 
Old Testament proofs numbering eight different types ( p. 159f), adding 
this declaration on p. 160, in which we have written out the cited pas
sages for the reader’s convenience:
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Holy Scripture teaches that, apart from the Gospel, all men are "without 
Christ...having no hope and without God in the world" (Ephesians 2:12). 
This is why God revealed the Gospel already to Adam and Eve immedi
ately after the fall (Genesis 3:15) and throughout the Old Testament: “7b 
Him give all the prophets witness, that through His name whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts 10:43).

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in His High-Priestly prayer, says to His Father: 
"...Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may 
glorify Thee: As Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He 
should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him. And this is 
life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom Thou hast sent. I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have 
finished the work which Thou gave st me to do. And now, O Father, glo
rify Thou me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee 
before the world was ” (John 17:1 b-5).

Clearly, to have eternal life, one must be given the true knowledge of the 
Only True God; and this knowledge comes only through Jesus Christ: 
"For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him " (John 1:17-18).

The Bible tells us that all the so-called “gods” of this world are idols 
having no existence or power save that of demonic influence: “What 
say I then? that the idol is anything, or that which is offered in sacrifice 
to idols is anything? But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacri
fice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye 
should have fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord,

Certainly no one has ever been saved who did not be
lieve in the True God (the Triune God) and the true 
Savior of the world (the Second Person of the God
head), since this truth is stated so clearly in Scripture: 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12), "That all men 
should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He 
that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father, 
which hath sent Him" John 5:23; "Whosoever denieth 
the Son, the same hath not the Father: [but] he that ac- 
knowledgeth the Son hath the Father also " I John 2:23.



and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of 
the table of devils" (I Corinthians 10:19-21; cf. also Jeremiah 2:11; 
Leviticus 19:4; Isaiah 44:6-20; Jeremiah 2:26-28; Psalm 115:1-9; 
135:15-17; and especially I Corinthians 8:4, 6).

As the Lutheran dogmatician Koenig states: “The necessity of believing 
this doctrine is such that it not only cannot be denied, but even cannot 
be ignored by any one without a loss of salvation. John 17:3; John 
5:11,12; I John 2:23; John 5:23; II Thessalonians 1:8.” More detailed, 
John Gerhard (III, 209):

It is necessary for all who are to be saved to know and 
believe the mystery of the Trinity: (a) we exclude from 
men who are to be saved, not only those who deny, but 
also those who are ignorant of the Trinity... (b) we do 
not require of all members of the Church an equal de
gree of knowledge, since the light of spiritual knowl
edge and faith is brighter in some and more obscure in 
others; (c) nor do we require of those who are to be 
saved a perfect and full comprehension and an intuitive 
knowledge of this mystery, since we cannot attain this 
in this life... but we assert only this, that for the catho
lic [universal, Christian] faith, necessary to all who are 
to be saved, not a confused and implied, but a distinct 
and explicit knowledge of the three persons of the God
head is required.

The reason (III, 210): “Whoever is ignorant of the mystery of the Trin
ity does not acknowledge God as He has revealed Himself in His Word, 
and is ignorant of the definition of God given in the Scriptures. The 
mystery of the Trinity being ignored or denied, the entire economy of 
salvation is ignored or denied.”

In our present evil age of “political correctness,” the Bible doctrine of 
exclusive salvation in Christ Jesus, the second person of the Holy Trin
ity, true God manifest in the flesh, is vilified by many as “hate-speech.” 
How long before the state actually moves against those who “earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints ” (Jude 3) 
is anyone’s guess. At our Baptism we vowed that, by God’s grace and 
power, we would suffer all, even death, rather than deny the only true 
God, the Holy Trinity, whom we worship exclusively, in whose Name 
we are regenerated and made heirs of heaven. God will strengthen us

71



God grant us so to believe, for Jesus’ sake. Amen!

—E. J. W.
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Beloved, God will enable us to keep the faith whole and undefiled, so 
that we do not perish everlastingly but have eternal life. Our only Sav
ior assures us:

“Ze/ not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, be
lieve also in Me. In My Father’s house are many man
sions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And 
whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. ” Thomas 
saith unto him, “Lord, we know not whither Thou 
goest; and how can we know the way? " Jesus saith unto 
him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by Me. If ye had known Me, 
ye should have known My Father also: and from hence
forth ye know Him, and have seen Him ’’ (John 14:1 -7).

through His saving Word to enable us to remain steadfast in the true 
faith unto our end. God’s faithfulness is the guarantee of our faithful
ness: “Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it ” (I Thessalo
nians 5:24). “The Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you and keep you 
from evil” (II Thessalonians 3:3). “Ye are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ” (I Peter 1:5).



“I go to prepare a place for you. ” —John 14:2b
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As the time for Jesus’ great passion drew near, He told His disciples 
that He would soon be going where they could not then go, saying, 
“ 'Yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek Me; and as I said to the 
Jews, whither I go, ye cannot come.’ ...Simon Peter said unto Him, 
'Lord, whither goest Thou? ’ Jesus answered him, 'Whither I go, thou 
const not follow Me now; but thou shall follow Me afterwards. ’ Peter 
said unto Him, 'Lord, why cannot I follow Thee now? I will lay down 
my life for Thy sake.(John 13:33, 36-37). Jesus would soon be parted 
from them. Their life with Him here in this world, as they were used to 
His visible company on a day to day basis, would soon be over. Begin
ning already with His arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, He would be 
parted from them; His suffering and death for the sins of the world they 
could not share with Him. He had to tread that winepress alone (Isaiah 
63:3). And then, after His mighty resurrection, in His glorious ascen
sion, He would go to the Father (John 14:12,28; 16:10, 16,28).

His disciples were "troubled” (John 14:1), anxious, insecure, and even 
depressed at the thought of Jesus leaving them. They, like us, needed 
His presence every passing hour to sustain them on their pilgrimage 
through this vale of tears. And so the gentle Good Shepherd of His 
trembling sheep encouraged and comforted them with the anticipation 
of good things to come as the result of His suffering, death, resurrection 
and ascension into heaven. After all, He was doing all of this for them, 
as He was doing all of this also for US.

"Let not your hearts be troubled, ” He told them. "Ye believe in God; 
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions.... I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there ye may 
be also. ” These words of the Savior, recorded by John in the four
teenth chapter of his Gospel account, are among the most comforting 
and cheering passages of God’s precious Word. They tell us of the fruit 
of Jesus’ redemptive work and the great love of God toward poor sin
ners in Him. God for Christ’s sake reconciled the whole world of 
wretched sinners unto Himself, "not imputing their trespasses unto 
them” (II Corinthians 5:19). He "justifieth the ungodly” (Romans 4:5)

"Draw Us to T^ee!"



—D. G. R.
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But for the disciples, these and other words of the Savior gave them 
comfort and hope. And they are also for us, His modern-day disciples, 
who “see" Him clearly set forth in His precious Word and know ac
cording to His promise that He is with us, “even unto the end of the 
world” (Matthew 28:20). How wonderful to know and to believe that 
Jesus has “prepared” and that God has “reserved in heaven” (I Peter 
1:4) “mansions” or dwelling places for us out of His gracious love and 
mercy to poor sinners for Jesus’ sake. The future for true believers, His 
true sheep, who hear the Good Shepherd’s voice and follow Him, is 
indeed secure; for “no man [one] shall pluck them out of My hand, ” He 
tells (John 10:28). In and through His Word, in life and in death, He 
cares for, comforts, and gives abiding hope to lonely pilgrims who cling 
to His blessed promises. And so in steadfast faith, with hope and joy, 
we sing with the hymn-writer:

because His Son satisfied divine justice by paying the price of man’s 
redemption. Jesus became “the Propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I John 2:2), “that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16).

“Whither I go, ye know; and the way ye know.... I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me ” (v’s. 4 
and 6). Not all roads lead to heaven. Jesus is the only Way or road to 
heaven; He is the Truth whose precious Word makes us free from 
doubts and fears, from soul-destroying error and from despair of God’s 
mercy; He is the Life, the source of everlasting life for us who deserve 
everlasting death because of our sins. “Neither is there salvation in any 
other; for there is none other name under heaven, given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). “Yet a little while, and the 
worldseeth Me no more, ” Jesus told His disciples. Jesus is visibly out- 
of-sight and therefore spiritually out-of-mind to the children of this 
world. No wonder millions of souls for whom Christ died suffer from 
spiritual depression, hopelessness, and despair.

Draw us to Thee, for then shall we 
walk in Thy steps forever 
and hasten on where Thou art gone 
to be with Thee, dear Savior. (TLH215, 1)
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Christ s Qession at the Q^ight 
Hand of the ^father

“[God] set Him at His own right hand 
in the heavenly places. ” —Ephesians 1:20

Jesus Christ our crucified, risen and ascended Lord and Savior being 
both God and Man, was exalted by God the Father to reign in glory and 
divine majesty upon the throne of David in fulfillment of Messianic 
prophecy. In Acts 2:30-31, in his Pentecost sermon, Peter described 
Christ’s exaltation upon the throne of David in the heavens. “Therefore 
being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of [David's] loins, according to the flesh, He would 
raise up Christ to sit on His throne; he seeing this before spake of the 
resurrection of Christ. ” Contrary to the false teaching of modem day 
Millennialism, Christ Jesus reigns in glory TODAY upon the throne of 
David, not in some future imaginary 1,000-year Millennial reign in 
physical Palestine. When King David, by the prophetic power of the 
Holy Spirit, was allowed to view the time in the future when the Mes
siah would assume David’s throne, he was shown the resurrection of 
Christ, not the so-called Millennium.

“The third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended 
into Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.” These words 
from the Nicene Creed describe Christ’s exaltation at the right hand of 
God the Father. He ascended into heaven according to His human and 
divine natures in triumph over His enemies to the very throne of God 
where He was exalted in glory as the Sovereign Lord and Ruler over the 
kingdoms of power, grace and glory. Scripture describes this exaltation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, “which He wrought in Christ, when He raised 
Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly 
places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and domin
ion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come; And hath put all things under His feet, and gave 
Him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is His body, the 
fullness of Him that filleth all in all” (Ephesians 1:20-23). “Who is 
gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authori
ties and powers being made subject unto Him ” (I Peter 3:22).
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We are comforted, secondly, because of His providence. As our ex
alted King, our Lord Jesus Christ rules, guides, and controls all things 
according to His own purpose and will. We cannot determine with our 
human reason how God rules the world; but, even when things on earth 
seem to be out of control, the Word of God assures us that God is in 
control. Our Lord is able to take everything man does, both good and 
bad, and use them to accomplish His sovereign purpose of building His 
Church on earth. Scripture promises "that all things -work together for 
good to them that love God...” "In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will” (Romans 8:28; 
Ephesians 1:11).

things on earth 

seem to be out of control, 
the Word of God assures us 
that God is in control.99

Finally we are comforted by the fact that Jesus, our exalted High 
Priest, intercedes for His people before God the Father. The Apostle 
John revealed: "We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous” (I John 2:1). Paul reminds us: "Christ is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us” (Romans 8:34). 
Christ Jesus, our Mediator, pleads with God for us on the basis of His 
atoning blood shed on the cross for the sins of the world. "He is the 
Propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world” (I John 2:2). The Father always hears the intercession 
of His beloved Son on behalf of His believing children; for the blood of

The doctrine of Christ’s exaltation at the right hand of God is a great 
comfort for the Christian. We are 
comforted first of all because of 
Christ’s presence with us in all of 
life’s circumstances. Because 
Christ’s humanity was assumed by 
His divine nature, our Lord Jesus 
Christ can be present wherever He 
chooses, especially in His Church 
on earth. The Calvinist teaching, that presents heaven as a created 
space in which Christ’s human nature is confined in an attempt to dis
prove the real presence in the Lord’s Supper, is false. Our Lord in His 
human nature shares in all the divine attributes of God including omni
presence. His promise to the Church on earth is a blessed reality: "Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20). 
The entire person of Christ, both the human and divine natures, is pre
sent with us according to His promise.



—R. A. M.
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Christ removed the divine wrath, having redeemed us to God, "being 
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 3:24). The hymn writer, Isaac Watts, wrote a beautiful 
hymn describing Christ’s intercession for the sinner:

Jesus, my great High Priest, offered His blood and died; 
my guilty conscience seeks no sacrifice beside. 

His powerful blood did once atone 
and now it pleads before the Throne.

Christ Jesus our Lord sits at the right hand of God the Father on our 
behalf as our Prophet, Priest, and King. As our Prophet, He sends forth 
pastors as His messengers to preach the Word of Reconciliation; as our 
Priest, He intercedes for us before God, pleading His vicarious atone
ment on our behalf; and, as our King, He governs and protects His 
Church and rules over the world in our interest. Let us rejoice in and 
ever cling in faith to Jesus Christ, our exalted Lord and Savior, who 
lives and reigns to all eternity.

My Advocate appears for my defense on high; 
the Father bows His ears and lays His thunder by.

Not all that hell or sin can say
shall turn His heart, His love, away

(TLH220, 1 & 3)
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Joint Fellowship Service

—D. T. M
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On Sunday, May 4 (Misericordias Domini—“Good Shepherd Sun
day”), Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church (F.L.C.) of Oak Park, Illinois, 
and St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church (F.L.C.) of Sauk Village, Illi
nois, held a post-Easter joint service according to their long standing 
custom. This year the service was hosted by St. Mark’s, and Peace 
Ev. Lutheran Church (C. L. C.) of Oak Forest —their sister congre
gation in fellowship— was invited to participate.

The Conference’s fifth-year seminarian, Mr. Paul Bloedel, taught the 
Bible Class; Pastor Robert J. Lietz, the pastor of Trinity and vacancy 
pastor at St. Mark’s, served as liturgist; and Pastor David T. 
Mensing of Peace preached the sermon on John 14:1-6. His theme 
was: “Hope for Us Homesick Pilgrims,” (I) anticipating the man
sions of our heavenly Father’s house, (II) anticipating the glories 
prepared for us by our Savior, and (III) anticipating even the treach
erous journey homeward in confidence of our safe arrival.

The three congregations also celebrated the Lord’s Supper together 
in “the unity of the Spirit” as a further testimony of their fellowship 
and, following the service, also enjoyed a sumptuous luncheon pre
pared chiefly by the ladies of St. Mark’s.

Following the dinner hour, Pastor Lietz prepared for his afternoon 
and evening schedule of classes; Pastor Mensing left for the airport 
and his connection to Midland, Michigan, for the services of Peace’s 
remote contingent there; and the ladies of the three congregations 
held a baby shower for Laura Bloedel, the wife of our current semi
narian, who is expecting their first child, God willing, at the end of 
May. All in all, it was a joyful and edifying day for all the brethren, 
and another wonderful opportunity to share together their blessed, 
God-wrought fellowship characterized by perfect onemindedness in 
His precious Word and kindly brotherliness in all things, to the glory 
of His grace.
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W Spiritual truest of pcntccost— 
£oitae of the pomcr of (Bod’s Word

“ We do hear them speak in our tongues the 'wonderful 
works of God. ” —Acts 2:11

The greatest miracle of Pentecost was not, however, the signs and won
ders, but the fact that thousands of souls heard the disciples “speak in 
our tongues the wonderful works of God, ” and “then they that gladly 
received his word were baptized; and the same day were added unto 
them about three thousand souls. ” THREE THOUSAND SOULS were 
brought to true repentance and to saving faith in Christ Jesus, were de
livered from the bondage of Satan and the chains of death, and were 
made by grace partakers of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, all 
by the efficacious and powerful Word of God preached by an unedu
cated Galilean fisherman. The promise made by the Savior had come to

“...as miraculous and as 
wonderful as these signs were, 

His disciples, “But ye shall receive they really pale in comparison 
to the power of God’s Spirit 

manifested in Peter’s powerful 
Pentecost sermon...”

power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusa
lem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). On Pentecost, those promises made to 
God’s people came to pass. We have all heard about the miracle of the 
sound of a rushing wind and the tongues of fire which appeared above 
the apostles’ heads. As miraculous and as wonderful as these signs 
were, they really pale in comparison to the power of God’s Spirit mani
fested in Peter’s powerful Pentecost sermon to thousands of pilgrims in 
Jerusalem for the feast.

Pentecost is that day of the church year on which we celebrate the out
pouring of God’s Holy Spirit as promised to God’s people hundreds of 
years earlier through the prophet Joel (2:28): “And it shall come to pass 
afterward, that 1 will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions. ” 
Jesus Himself promised the 
Spirit’s coming just before His 
ascension into heaven, saying to
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pass: "When they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall 
speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 
For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh 
in you" (Matthew 10:19-20). Through the mouth of a simple fisher
man, the Holy Spirit opened up the Scriptures and expounded the 
prophecies of the promised Messiah now fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. 
There were among the crowd those who were truly awed by what they 
had seen and, at the Spirit’s prompting, were anxious to hear what the 
disciples had to say; there were others, however, who resisted the Word 
and Spirit of God and heaped scorn upon the miracles they had just be
held with their own eyes and upon the obviously simple men who stood 
before them speaking to this crowd of thousands.

There could be no mistake among that crowd as to what crime Peter 
was charging against them: they had "killed the Prince of Life” (Acts 
3:15). Luke tells us that “when they heard this, they were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, 'Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?’” Make no mistake, however, it was 
not that Peter was such a dynamic speaker that he could sway thou
sands. No; as the Apostle Paul points out so clearly regarding his 
preaching and that of the other apostles: “My speech and my preaching

The Holy Spirit through Peter brought the full force of God’s Law to 
bear upon that assembled crowd. Peter begins his sermon by reminding 
them of that which they claimed to know best, the prophecies of the Old 
Testament both regarding this outpouring of the Spirit, an event to 
which all of them were now eyewitnesses, but also the warnings associ
ated with those promises. He warns them of the destruction to come, 
the Last Day, as well as the destruction of Jerusalem, the heart of Juda
ism at that time. With these words, the Spirit of God pierced the hearts 
of His hearers. Then Peter begins to speak of the glorious Gospel 
prophecies in the Old Testament regarding the promised Messiah. The 
Spirit, speaking through Peter, showed the multitude how Jesus of Naz
areth was the Fulfillment of all those prophecies of the Old Testament 
which proclaim God’s immutable promise to send them a Deliverer. 
Then, having enlightened the multitude as to exactly who this Jesus of 
Nazareth is, and having explained to them in no uncertain terms that 
this Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One, the Son of the living God, 
Peter, speaking by divine inspiration, brings down upon the heads of the 
listeners the full force of God’s Law as He has revealed it in the Word! 
“Him, being delivered by the determinable knowledge of God, YE have 
taken, and by wicked hands HA VE CRUCIFIED AND SLAIN. ”
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The most wonderful thing about this spiritual harvest is that IT HAS NOT 
STOPPED! The extraordinary outpouring of the Spirit occurred on Pen-

"For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it [that is, the Gos
pel] is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believ- 
eth” (Romans 1:16). Peter not only convicted them of sin through the 
power of the Holy Spirit working in and through the Law, but through 
the Gospel he also brought them hope, for "hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us” (Romans 5:5). First, that multitude was con
victed of sin by the fierceness of the Law; then, according to His great 
love and mercy for all mankind, the Spirit brought them the message of 
salvation through Peter’s preaching of the Gospel. The crowd asked, 
“ ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?' Then Peter said unto them, 
‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the Holy Ghost! For the 
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call. ’ And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this unto
ward generation. ’ Then they that gladly received his word were bap
tized: and THE SAME DAY THERE WERE ADDED UNTO THEM ABOUT THREE 
THOUSAND SOULS. ”

was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power" (I Corinthians 2:4); again Paul says, "Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ” (I Corinthians 2:13). The apostles 
preached by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and so their preaching was 
infallible. When Christian pastors today, who do not have that immedi
ate benefit, nevertheless preach "as the oracles of God” (I Peter 4:11), 
according to the pure doctrines of Holy Scripture, Jesus says that they 
are His mouthpieces (Luke 10:16). But it is never the mouthpiece 
which pricks the hard hearts of men, but the Spirit working through the 
vehicle God Himself has established to bring men to true contrition, 
namely, His holy Law; "for the Word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, ” Hebrews 4:12. It was 
the power of the Word, specifically the Law, which pricked their hearts, 
which convicted them of sin. And it was the power of the Gospel, the 
means of God’s grace, that brought three thousand men to faith in their 
crucified and risen Savior.



—M. W. D.

The Descent of the Holy Ghost

“...every day for every 
Christian should be a 

celebration of 
Pentecost...99

tecost, but the Spirit of God still today continues to use the exact same 
means to work faith in men’s hearts as He did in those whose hearts 
were converted fifty days after the first Easter. Through the Word, the 
Spirit also changes our hearts and the hearts of all those who by the 
grace of God alone receive the Gospel of ■■ 1
Jesus Christ with living and true confi
dence in the saving work of Jesus. Christ 
Jesus purchased for all mankind through 
His perfect substitutionary life and sacrifi
cial death on the accursed cross as “the 
Lamb of God which take th away the sin
of the world99 deliverance from the bondage of Satan, sin, and death; 
and, for His sake, God reconciled the world unto Himself (II Corin
thians 5:19), justified the ungodly (Romans 4:5), and declared all men 
righteous in His sight. To ail who, by the Holy Spirit’s work through 
the means of grace, cling in confidence to that blessed fact for their own 
salvation, God assures the inheritance of everlasting life in the man
sions of heaven (John 3:16; 14:1-3; etc.). Thus, every day for every 
Christian should be a celebration of Pentecost, for every day in every 
Christian the Spirit of God continues to do His salutary work through 
the Word! And, as that Word is regularly and consistently proclaimed, 
even more fruit is promised by God Himself (Isaiah 55:10-11), adding 
to the spiritual harvest of precious souls.
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The Convention week will include a Pastoral Conference on June 24th 
and 25th, the Board of Directors meeting on June 26th, 

and the graduation from our Seminary of Mr. Paul E. Bloedel.

The Historical Essay will be delivered by 
Pastor David T. Mensing

on the 1955 split in the Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
and the formation of our Concordia Lutheran Conference

The Sunday sermon will be preached by 
Pastor Ross A. Mahan 

on I John 2:15-17

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by 
Pastor Edward J. Worley 

based on the convention motto

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
June 27, 28 and 29, 2003 

at
$eace Cb. Uutfjeran €f)urd) 

Oak Forest, Illinois

Annual Convention
of the

Motto
‘W not conformed to tfjis roorfb!”

Romans 12:2



Meport on our
Seminary

85

“Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
truth. ” —II Timothy 2:15

Year One: This initial “year” (January 1998-June 1999) was actually 
three semesters (rather than the normal two) due to the “heavy” class 
load. Those classes were Christian Dogmatics I (through Favor Dei), 
New Testament Greek, Introduction to the Holy Scriptures, Hermeneu
tics, New Testament Exegesis (selections from Luke, I Peter, Matthew, 
and Romans), New Testament Isagogics, Rhetoric and Composition, 
Practicum, and Basic German (an elective). They were taught by Pas
tor David T. Mensing at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Oak Forest, Illi
nois. Student Bloedel’s “home” was in a very fine, comfortable apart
ment in the basement of the church, constructed by the men of the con
gregation, with the needed funds provided by both Peace and the CLC. 
The student’s practical experience involved observing instruction and 
then actually teaching various levels in the Sunday School, attending 
the Voters’ Meetings both as a member of the Voters’ Assembly and as 
an analytical observer, sitting in on the Elders’ Meetings, assisting with 
the liturgy, reading of the Passion History in the midweek Lenten ser
vices, being present for the Pastoral Conferences, and, in general, see
ing Pastor Mensing in his pastoral office/work day-after-day and assist
ing him where possible.

Year Two: Student Bloedel’s next “stop” (September 1999-June 2000) 
was St. Stephen’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Wilmot, South Dakota. His

Since this current semester is the final one for our fifth year seminary 
student, Mr. Paul E. Bloedel, we want to give you an overview of the 
“road” which he has traveled during his “study to show [himself] ap
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of truth ” (II Timothy 2:15). His training for the pub
lic ministry took place under the careful, faithful instruction and super
vision of five of our pastors in our Concordia Theological Seminary 
(Concordia Lutheran Conference):
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/ # —

w /
* I ei Ttg AaAet,
$ \ax; Adyta d«ov 

k I P«tor 4:11

^therM4

& 

\
❖

yy



86

second year classes were Christian Dogmatics II (Christology), Church 
History I (the Apostolic Church through the Medieval period), Princi
ples of Teaching (specifically Catechetics), Old Testament Isagogics, 
Practicum, and Basic Latin (an elective). These classes were taught by 
Pastor Mark W. Dierking. During his year in Wilmot, he lived in a 
most adequate apartment about three blocks from the church. Hisprac
ticum (practical experience) was teaching Confirmation (first year) and 
Sunday School classes, reading of the Scripture Lessons during the 
worship services, and seeing the on-going work of Pastor Dierking in 
serving a “country” congregation.

Year Four: From September 2001-May 2002, Student Bloedel was at 
St. John’s, Lebanon, Oregon, under the faithful instruction of Pastor M. 
L. Natterer. His coursework during this “year” was Christian Dogmat
ics IV, Symbolics II, Church History III (Counter-Reformation through 
the 19th Century), Homiletics II, and Practicum. During this “stop,” his 
practical experience {Practicum) included teaching the first year Confir
mation Class. The “roof-over-his-head” was a renovated (by the men 
of St. John’s) and nicely furnished Sunday School House (next door to 
the church). It was also during his time in Lebanon that the Lord God 
led Student Bloedel to ask Miss Laura Fitzwater to be his wife. Their 
commitment to each other in marriage was publicly solemnized at the 
end of August (2002).

Year Five: As was noted in the January-February 2003 issue of the 
Concordia Lutheran, Student Bloedel returned, for his final year, to the 
state where he had begun his training, this time bringing along with him 
his dear wife. His courses for this “year” are, as earlier noted in the 
C.L., Christian Dogmatics V, Pastoral Theology, Liturgies and Hym-

Year Three: San Antonio, Texas - This was stop #3 (September 2000- 
June 2001) for Student Bloedel in his theological training. Courses for 
this year were Christian Dogmatics III, Symbolics (the Lutheran Con
fessions) I, Church History II (The Reformation), Homiletics I, Practi
cum, and Basic Hebrew (an elective). Pastor E. R. Stallings was the 
“prof’ for this third year. The student’s practicum included the public 
reading of the Scripture lessons in most of the worship services and 
teaching the Adult Bible Class on several occasions. In connection 
with his initial Homiletics course, he preached four times. His “home” 
in San Antonio was an apartment less than a mile from Holy Scripture 
Ev. Lutheran Church. This provided a great opportunity for daily exer
cise in walking or riding a bike.
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Furthermore, let us all remember, especially in our prayers to the 
“throne of grace " (Hebrews 4:16), the words of Jesus in Matthew 9: 
“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into 
His harvest" (v’s. 37-38).

At this time, we want to thank God for providing the help, strength, and 
endurance to the pastors who served as professors during the five years 
of Student Bloedel’s training. We also thank their congregations for 
being understanding and supportive of this important work for the faith
ful training of men for the Holy Ministry, so that they are fully prepared 
to undertake that office when, as the behest of the Holy Spirit, they are 
called to be pastors!

nology, Church History IV (20th Century), Comparative Symbolics, 
Homiletics III, and Practicum. Some of the “highlights” of the second 
semester: 1) The “tying off’ of the series of seven Midweek Lenten 
worship services at Peace, Oak Forest, the theme of which was devel
oped by Student Bloedel as an assignment which included the preach
ing of God’s Word (Homiletics), choosing the hymns, conducting the 
liturgy, and reading the Passion History (Liturgies and Hymnology). 2) 
he preparation for and the giving of a devotion (Luke 2:29-32) for a 
“hospital sick call” made in the Pastoral Theology class. 3) The writing 
of a letter to a “person” who was being invited to appear before the con
gregation for the third step in church discipline, plus the writing of a 
letter to the “person” who would not “hear the church" (Matthew 
18:17) and, therefore, was declared to be a “heathen man and a publi
can" (Matthew 18:17). This letter-writing project was for Pastoral 
Theology. 4) The actual study of two lengthy papers written by some
one (outside of our fellowship) and sent to Pastor Lietz —papers which 
took great exception to the doctrine of Objective Justification and re
quested a response. Student Bloedel wrote an excellent, nine-page re
sponse, which was mailed on May 1. This was an assignment for both 
Christian Dogmatics and Comparative Symbolics. After the person 
who wrote the papers has an opportunity to study the requested re
sponse to them, he is willing to meet with Pastor Lietz and Student 
Bloedel, hopefully sometime during May or early June. This would be 
a valuable experience for our student of theology. 5) Continued preach
ing for the Christian Day School Monday chapel services on the first 
Monday of each month, as well as preaching on the second Sundays in 
May and June at Peace, and on the fourth Sundays of April, May, and 
June at Trinity and St. Mark’s (Homiletics).



—R. J. L.

"Lordof the Harvest, Hear"

The Lutheran Hymnal—Hymn #488
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1. Lord of the harvest, hear 
Thy needy servants' cry;
Answer our faith's effectual prayer 
And all our wants supply.

2. On Thee we humbly wait, 
Our wants are in Thy view. 
The harvest, truly, Lord, is great, 
The laborers are few.

3. Anoint and send forth more
Into Thy Church abroad
And let them speak Thy Word of Power 
As workers with their God.

4. Oh, let them spread Thy name, 
Their mission fully prove, 
Thy universal grace proclaim, 
Thine all-redeeming love!

We appeal to men who not only are interested in becoming faithful pas
tors, but also have the qualifications and aptitude required by God Him
self for incumbents of that office, 
to consider applying for entrance 
into our seminary. Also, we en
courage parents to keep in mind

“...we encourage parents to 
keep in mind their sons for 

their sons for training in our semi- training in our seminary, when 
the young men have the God
given aptitude for the work of 

being a pastor.”

nary, when the young men have 
the God-given aptitude for the 
work of being a pastor. Concern
ing the future supply of men for 
training to be pastors, let us “be 
careful [worried, anxious] for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let [our] requests be made known unto 
God” (Philippians 4:6), remembering that, as we pray “according to 
His [Jesus ] will. He heareth us; and if we know that He hear us, what
soever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of 
Him” (I John 5:14-15). Let us continue to cast and place “all [our] 
care upon Him, for He carethfor [us]” (1 Peter 5:7), as we see His care 
so wonderfully manifested in what He has done and continues to do for 
us through our dear Savior, Christ Jesus, who “died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him 
which diedfor them and rose again ” (II Corinthians 5:15).
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Suangclicol Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg
Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA
For the time and location of services, contact:
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor
P o. Box 62
620088 Yekaterinburg
RUSSIA

jraith Xuchcran Church (f. l. c.)
Highway N
Stover, MO 65078
For the time of worship services, please 

contact Stephen Richter at (314) 376-3221.
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Vacancy Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

£>t. itlark’s £u. ILuthcran Church (f. l. c.) 
22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411

Telephone: (708) 758-6222
Worship Service.....................................5:45 p.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class.......... 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Vacancy Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

'Erinitji £u. liuthcran Church (f. l. c.) 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

Telephone: (708) 386-6773
Sunday School & Bible Class ...
Worship Service.........................
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
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“I will continue to contend that the (Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
President Gerald Kieschnick) and all who support him and David 
Benke are traitors to the Word of God, with whom no loyal Lutheran 
should have pulpit and/or altar fellowship” writes Rev. Donald Pohlers 
in a March 21 letter to Rev. John Braunersreuter, assistant to the presi
dent of the LCMS. “Many Conservatives May Boycott Communion 
Service at 2004 LCMS Convention,” a report in March 10 Christian 
News included a letter Pohlers had written to President Kieschnick’s 
assistant on February 28. The LCMS pastor wrote in this letter: “As you 
know from earlier correspondence, I have informed Gerald Kieschnick 
that 1 consider him (and, I would add, also David Benke) to be ineligi
ble for reception of the Lord’s Supper in faithful Lutheran congrega
tions, and, as a presiding pastor, I would not admit him or Benke to the 
sacrament in any congregation where I was serving because they are, in 
my estimation, publicly impenitent of public syncretism and unionism.” 
Benke insists that “The Muslim God is also the true God.” (Christian 
News, April 7, 2003).

WCtA edtfoniol
IK. A. 'Kattenen

The above is an excerpt from a lengthy article by an LCMS Pastor 
Emeritus who very ably and courageously takes LCMS President 
Kieschnick and Rev. David Benke to task for their sinful actions 
and calls upon them to “repent and bear witness to the truth.” Pas
tor Pohlers wrote, “When men such as Gerald Kieschnick and 
David Benke violate the first and second commandments by sinful 
participation in worship with heterodox and totally false religions 
or support the same, it is the calling of every Christian to oppose 
them and to refuse to have fellowship with them.” Pastor Pohlers 
received a reply from Rev. Braunersreuter, the assistant to Presi
dent Kieschnick, in which he reprimands Pastor Pohlers for having 
“exceeded the grounds of your call by attempting to exercise eccle- 
sial supervision over the president of Synod and me, and that you 
have [sic] the 4‘h, 5th, and 8lh Commandments by your accusations,
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“SYNODOLATRY”—
(From our 1954 Orthodox Lutheran issue. Does this definition still apply to the present 
day Lutheran Church Missouri Synod? Sadly yes. -Ed.)

less than charitable tone, and copying of your correspondence with 
us to many other people.” He then calls upon Pastor Pohlers “to 
retract your statements and apologize to [s/c] them.” The manner 
in which the Missouri Synod officials have dealt and continue to 
deal with those who stand up and oppose the false teachings so 
rampant in their Synod reminds us of King Ahab who accused the 
Prophet Elijah, “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” (I Kings 18:17) 
when it was really King Ahab who had forsaken the command
ments of the Lord (1 Kings 18: 17,18). It is most unfortunate that 
their Brief Statement (1932) has for all practical purposes been 
shelved merely to serve as an historical document and is apparently 
no longer binding. That document clearly states that “the orthodox 
character of a church is established not by its mere name nor by its 
outward acceptance of, and subscription to, an orthodox creed, but 
by the doctrine which is actually taught in its pulpits, in its theologi
cal seminaries, and in its publications. On the other hand, a church 
does not forfeit its orthodox character through the casual intrusion 
of errors, provided these are combated and eventually removed by 
means of doctrinal discipline, Acts 20, 30; 1 Tim.1,3.” Regretfully 
such doctrinal discipline in the LCMS has gone by the wayside 
down through the years. Those who desire to be known as conser
vative Lutherans and “practice a state of confessional pro
test” (Titus 3:10) must surely be aware of the fact that such a state 
dare not continue indefinitely, lest by their membership in the 
synod they disobey Romans 16:17 and become guilty of other men’s 
sins (I Timothy 5:22). Where there is no decisive doctrinal disci
pline taken against the errorists, there remains only one choice for 
that Christian who sincerely desires to remain faithful to God’s 
Word — separation!

“Let us begin by offering two definitions. For years we have been speaking of synoditis, 
a designation which refers to an attitude that favors a synodical polity, that is, a more or 
less pronounced emphasis on the rule of a synod or similar church body over against an 
individual congregation, whereby the rights of such an autonomous, sovereign corporate 
body are jeopardized or nullified. In several of the Lutheran bodies of America, includ
ing the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the original congregational polity was re
placed by the rule of the respective synod, either as a corporate body or through its offi
cials. However, matters have now reached a stage when we are compelled to use a 
stronger word than synoditis to apply to conditions as they exist So we have coined the 
word synodolatry, which means that a church body has reached the stage where its reso
lutions, or the recommendations of any of its committees, are practically forced upon its 
constituents, to the detriment of the Word of God. —P.E.K.”


