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was raised again for 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

 To set forth in simple and plain lan-
guage the pure doctrine of God's Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932. 
 To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and how, 
out of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are to lead Godly lives. 
 To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi-
tation. 
 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's institution.  
All who do this are the true visible Church on 
earth. 
 To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.  
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice 
a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 
 To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.." 
 To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph-
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God. 
 To expose particularly the false teach-
ing and practice of the various so-called 
"Lutheran" church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what is plainly 
recorded in the Word of God, in the 
Lutheran Confessions, and in the old or-
thodox Lutheran writings. 
 To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings in 
the church and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 
 To be truthful and factual in our report-
ing and freely to correct any misinformation 
of which we are not aware and which has 
been called to our attention. Also to clarify 
any information or statement of doctrine 
or practice which may be unclear to our 
readers or which may create a wrong 
impression. 
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The Lamb of God  
in the  

Types of the  
Old Testament 

 
“John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.”  
 

—John 1:29 
 
Many people went out to see and hear 
the great wilderness preacher, John the 
Baptist; and many were baptized by him 
(Matthew 3:5–6). But John was not sent 
by God to gain a great following for 
himself. Rather, his work was to “go 

before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways” (Luke 1:76). And so 
when some of his disciples mentioned that more people were starting 
to follow Jesus, John told them that this was exactly as it was sup-
posed to be. “John answered and said, …Ye yourselves bear me wit-
ness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before Him. …
He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:27–30).  John the 
Baptist directed the people to turn their gaze away from him, and in-
stead to “behold” Jesus—“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.”  With this title, John very clearly identified Jesus as 
being the antitype (that which is foreshadowed) of the Old Testament 
ceremonial types (foreshadows, pictures, symbols) that signified and 
illustrated for God’s chosen people the important work of the Messiah 
and the blessed result of that work. 
 
When the Lord visited His wrath upon Pharaoh and his people in the 
tenth plague (the death of every first born in Egypt, Exodus 11-12), 
He promised to “pass over” and spare the Children of Israel who had 
the blood of a lamb painted on their door posts (12:7,13). This 
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“Passover” lamb was a type or foreshadow of Christ.  According to 
Exodus 12:5, it was to have no blemishes or imperfections in it.  This 
was symbolic of how Christ, “the Lamb of God,” was perfect and holy 
without even the slightest stain of sin. In his first epistle, Peter describes 
Jesus as “a Lamb without blemish and without spot” (1:19) “who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth” (2:22).  It was crucial for our 
Savior to be “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners” (Hebrews 
7:26) —as the unblemished Passover lamb symbolized— because it is 
because of Christ’s perfect obedience to God’s Law as our Substitute that 
we sinners are declared righteous in Him (Romans 5:19). 
 
To be saved from God’s judgment against the Egyptians (Exodus 
12:12–13), each Israelite household was commanded by the Lord to kill 
the unblemished lamb (v. 5–6), while taking heed not to break any of its 
bones (v. 46; Numbers 9:12), and to use the blood of the lamb, accord-
ing to God’s command and promise, for their deliverance from death 
(Exodus 12:22–23). These things were a foreshadow of Jesus, “the 
Lamb of God,” who allowed Himself to be cruelly tortured and killed 
(Acts 3:15) in order to save us (Hebrews 2:14–15) —though not a sin-
gle bone of His body was broken in the process (Psalm 34:20; John 
19:33–36).  The Scriptures tell us that the blood of Christ washes us 
clean from all our sins (I John 1:7) and thereby delivers us from the 
wages of sin, eternal death in hell (Romans 6:23). “Being now justi-
fied by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
Him” (Romans 5:9).  Such striking parallels clearly demonstrate that 
the Passover lamb in the Old Testament was a type of Christ and that 
the title, “Lamb of God,” was certainly a fitting and accurate one for 
the Savior.  As the Apostle Paul writes in his first letter to the Corin-
thians: “Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us” (5:7). 
 
Moreover, lambs were frequently used in the sacrifices and burnt offer-
ings of God’s people in the Old Testament. “Now this is that which 
thou shalt offer upon the altar: two lambs of the first year day by day 
continually.  The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the 
other lamb thou shalt offer at even” (Exodus 29:38–39). “He shall offer 
his offering unto the Lord, one he-lamb of the first year without blemish 
for a burnt offering” (Numbers 6:14).  These, as well as the other ani-
mal sacrifices commanded in the ceremonial laws, were types of Christ 
designed by God to keep the faith of His people focused on the Messiah 
to come.  In these sacrifices, the guilt of the people was symbolically 
transferred to the animal, which was then killed in the stead of the sin-
ner; and atonement was made.  We read in Leviticus chapter four, 
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verses 32–35: “If he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it a 
female without blemish.  And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the 
sin offering, and slay it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the 
burnt offering.  And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering 
with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, 
and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar; and 
he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is taken 
away from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn 
them upon the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the 
Lord; and the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath 
committed, and it shall be forgiven him” (Leviticus 4:32–35). 
 
It needs to be remembered, however, that these offerings in and of them-
selves had no power to take away sin. “For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4).  The 
sins of God’s people in the Old Testament were forgiven for the sake of 
Christ, whose sacrifice of Himself was typified by their animal sacri-
fices. “Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offer-
ing and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor” (Ephesians 5:2). 
Even though in the Old Testament period Jesus had not yet been born of 
the virgin Mary in the fullness of time, God, who is not bound by time, 
still accepted, for the forgiveness of the world, the sacrifice of His only-
begotten Son, whom the Scriptures refer to as “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8).  Without the saving work of 
Jesus Christ as their antitype, the animal sacrifices of lambs, bulls, and 
goats would have been completely useless and meaningless. “We are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
And every priest [of the Old Testament priesthood] standeth daily minis-
tering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins: but this man [Christ], after He had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth ex-
pecting till His enemies be made His footstool.  For by one offering He 
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:10–14). 
 
As John the Baptist declared, Jesus is “the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world.”  The sins of all mankind were laid on Christ; 
and He suffered the punishment justly incurred by the world’s collective 
guilt.  Moved by the Holy Ghost, the Prophet Isaiah described how Jesus 
suffered as our Substitute and as our meek sacrificial Lamb: “Surely He 
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of 
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our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.  All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and He 
was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth.  He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not 
His mouth” (53:4–7).  Because this sacrifice was accepted as being a fully 
sufficient ransom for the redemption of the world, God has forgiven the 
sins of all people (II Corinthians 5:19).  Therefore, no one who is truly 
penitent should ever doubt that all of his sins, no matter how great and how 
numerous they may be, are completely washed away in the blood of “the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
 
May we never grow tired of pondering in our hearts the tremendous mira-
cle of love exhibited in the humble suffering and death of the Son of God 
as our Savior and Redeemer.  Not only did the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity condescend to be placed under His own Law and, as our sinless 
High Priest, to fulfill the Law perfectly in our stead; but He also became 
the very Sacrifice, the blood-payment, to atone for the sins of the world 
(Hebrews 9:22, 25-26).  Not only is Christ our loving Shepherd, who pro-
vides for all our needs, guides us, protects us, and comforts us (Psalm 23); 
but He also gave up His own life for His sheep (John 10:11) —becoming 
the very Lamb who was led without complaint to the slaughter and who 
bore the wrath of God in our place in order to free us from the punishment 
of our sins.  Let us, then, praise and glorify our gracious Savior, and 
gladly serve Him with our lives here on earth, until He brings us into eter-
nal glory where we shall join with all the heavenly host in singing: 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wis-
dom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. …Blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. … Amen” (Revelation 5:12–14). 
 

—P. E. B. 
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We Lutherans are often accused of being “obsessed with terminology” 
when we teach and discuss the doctrines of Holy Scripture, terminology 
that is nowhere found in the Bible and terminology that hopelessly con-
fuses all but professional theologians with its complexity.  And our 
most reactionary critics, particularly from among the sects, allege that 
this terminology amounts to a stumblingblock [an offense; skandalon] 
which discourages simple people from studying Christian doctrine and 
may even prevent them from being saved and from coming to the 
knowledge of the truth (I Timothy 2:4).  In point of fact, however, ter-
minology which briefly and accurately describes a Biblical truth or a 
doctrinal concept is merely a short-cut intended to simplify that which 
otherwise might require a lengthy explanation.  Actually, most of our 
terminology is taken directly from the words of Holy Writ [terms like 
redemption (Romans 3:24, etc.), justification (Romans 4:25, etc.), sanc-
tification (I Thessalonians 4:3), regeneration (Titus 3:5), inspiration (II 
Timothy 3:16), and the like].  No one seems to have trouble with secu-
lar terminology that describes everyday processes and concepts 

Christ’s Christ’s Christ’s    
Vicarious Vicarious Vicarious    

AtonementAtonementAtonement   

“…for our offenses.” “…for our offenses.” “…for our offenses.”       
———Romans 4:25a      Romans 4:25a      Romans 4:25a         
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(aerobic exercise, internal combustion engines, microwave ovens, and 
Internet access), but Christ’s passive obedience and His vicarious 
atonement are just “too much.”  The critics need a reality check, and 
they would do well to spend their time in searching the Scriptures (John 
5:39) rather than in striving about words to no profit (II Timothy 2:14)! 
 
The word “atonement,” found well over seventy times in the Bible, 
means, according to its dictionary definition,  “satisfaction given for 
wrongdoing” and, theologically understood in the light of the New Tes-
tament, “the effect of Jesus’ sufferings and death in redeeming mankind 
and bringing about the reconciliation of God to man” (Webster’s New 
World Dictionary, 2nd College Edition).  “Vicarious” means “taking the 
place of another thing or person; endured, suffered, or performed by 
one person in place of another” (Webster, op. cit.).  Thus, the term vi-
carious atonement simply describes the all-sufficient payment that our 
Savior rendered to God as the Substitute for sinners in order to satisfy 
divine justice and to buy us back from “the curse of the 
Law” (Galatians 3:10, 13), namely, from “the wages of sin” (Romans 
6:23), everlasting death in hell. 
 
In order properly to understand this concept, it is necessary to recognize 
and acknowledge an undeniable fact —undeniable because it is stated 
in the plain words of Holy Scripture in passage after passage: “All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23); “There is 
not a just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth 
not” (Ecclesiastes 7:20); “They are all gone aside; they are altogether 
become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Psalm 14:3; 
cf. Psalm 53:3); “Death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Romans 5:12); “If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
Him a liar, and His Word is not in us” (I John 1:10); and “We [even we 
Christians] are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). 
 
Consequently it is impossible for sinful men, by what they themselves 
DO, to reconcile themselves unto God, because the Bible rules out justi-
fication by works.  St. Paul writes: “By the deeds of the Law there shall 
no flesh be justified in His sight.”  Why?  “For by the Law is the knowl-
edge of sin” (Romans 3:20; cf. Galatians 2:16).  God’s justice, mani-
fested in His holy Law, demands perfection of every human being 
(Leviticus 19:2; Matthew 5:48; etc.); and His Law NEVER condones sin, 
excuses sin, cuts man “slack” concerning sin, or permits anything short of 
complete holiness for the satisfaction of His divine justice.  It never compli-
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ments us; it never justifies us; it only condemns us.  And, since we are un-
able to save ourselves by the deeds of the Law, so we are also incapable of 
helping or ransoming or redeeming anyone else by our wretched, imperfect 
works which are not “precious” enough to satisfy God’s justice and to se-
cure anyone’s release from the curse of the Law (Psalm 49:7-8). 
 
Moreover, because of what man IS by nature, conceived and born in sin 
(Psalm 51:5), totally depraved and evil already from his youngness 
(Genesis 8:21), incapable of good according to God’s standards 
(Romans 8:7), and inclined only to evil by nature (Romans 7:14ff.), he 
cannot please God (Romans 8:8).  And even we Christians, who have 
been regenerated or born again into a new spiritual life of sanctification 
by the operation of the Holy Ghost through the means of grace, whose 
New Man of faith is perfectly attuned to God’s will and desirous to keep 
His Law, are unable to merit God’s favor because of the Old Adam of 
sin that still dwells within us (Romans 7:17), keeps us from the perfec-
tion that God requires (Isaiah 64:6), and causes us to transgress His com-
mandments (Galatians 5:19ff.).  “O wretched man that I am!” cries out 
the Apostle Paul, recognizing his inability to keep God’s Law and his 
need for deliverance “from the body of this death” by someone outside 
of himself (Romans 7:24). 
 
Unable therefore to render to God the perfect obedience that He re-
quires, to live in the righteousness and true holiness that He demands, 
and therefore to fulfill the Law’s just precepts to merit His favor, man 
cannot make one positive contribution to his reconciliation with God.  
Therefore it was Christ’s fulfillment of the Law as the Substitute of sin-
ners that merited God’s favor.  St. Paul writes to the Galatians that “God 
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem 
them that were under the Law” (Galatians 4:4-5).  Christ’s office as the 
Redeemer of the world necessitated that, when He took upon Himself 
our human nature, when He took the manhood into God (Athanasian 
Creed), He be put “under the Law,” so that, not because He needed to 
for Himself, but because we needed Him to do it for us, Christ assumed 
our obligation to keep the Law of God perfectly, as our Substitute, for 
our benefit.  Luther says of Christ’s active obedience in our stead: 
 

He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God 
with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and 
with all His mind; and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, 
when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to 
Christ.  Say: “There is the Man who has kept it; to Him I cling; He ful-
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filled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.”  Thus the Law is si-
lenced.  (Luther’s Works, Erlangen Ed., XV, 61, 63). 
 

The Formula of Concord also clearly teaches that Christ’s active obedi-
ence was an integral part of His vicarious atonement or satisfaction, as 
follows: 
 

His obedience, not only in suffering and dying, but also in this, that He 
in our stead was voluntarily made under the Law and fulfilled it by His 
obedience, is imputed to us for righteousness, so that on account of this 
complete obedience, which He rendered to His heavenly Father for us, 
by doing and suffering, in living and dying, God forgives our sins, re-
gards us as Godly and righteous, and eternally saves us.  (Formula of 
Concord, Thorough Declaration, III, 15, Triglotta, pp. 919-921). 

 
Thus “Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone that 
believeth” (Romans 10:4); for “as by the offense of one [namely, Adam] 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteous-
ness of One [namely, Christ] the free gift came upon all men unto justifi-
cation of life.  For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sin-
ners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made right-
eous” (Romans 5:18-19).  The Apostle does not limit “the obedience of 
One” to Christ’s being “obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross” (Philippians 2:8), but he contrasts Christ’s “obedience” to 
Adam’s “disobedience,” Christ’s “righteousness” to Adam’s “offense,” 
Christ’s keeping of the Law to Adam’s lawlessness. 
 
But Christ also redeemed us from the “curse of the Law, being made a 
curse for us” (Galatians 3:13).  As the Substitute for sinners, Christ bore 
the guilt of all mankind, as if He Himself had been the transgressor; for 
“[God had] made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him” (II Corinthians 5:21).  Thus 
“Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God” (I Peter 3:18).   The Law condemns both sin and 
the sinner; and, apart from Christ and His vicarious atonement, God 
hates both sin and the sinner (Psalm 5:5).  God declares according to His 
justice: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die!” (Ezekiel 18:4) and “The 
wages of sin is death!” (Romans 6:23).  “Cursed is everyone that con-
tinueth not in all things which are written in the Book of the Law to do 
them!” (Galatians 3:10).   Therefore the Prophet Isaiah says that the peo-
ple who witnessed the Messiah’s suffering and death, as He was 
“numbered with [or counted as being one of] the transgressors” by the 
execution detail on Calvary’s hill who crucified Him between two male-
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factors, “did esteem [regard] Him stricken, smitten of God and af-
flicted” (Isaiah 53:4).  They, too, regarded the suffering “Christ, the 
King of the Jews,” to be guilty-as-charged and therefore receiving not 
only the punishment of the Roman state but the punishment of God 
Himself.  And so it was; for the Savior cried out from His cross (in fulfill-
ment of Psalm 22:1), “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me??” (Matthew 27:46).   As our Substitute, Christ WAS guilty of the sins 
He had taken upon Himself and was bearing, in our place, vicariously, the full 
brunt of God’s fierce wrath against sin and against the sinner. Thus Peter writes 
in his first epistle, chapter 2, that “[Christ] His own self bare our sins in His 
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto right-
eousness, by whose stripes ye were healed.” (v. 24). 
 
Therefore we Christians treasure, as a Scripture reading for Good Friday, 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, as the “classical” prophecy of Christ’s 
vicarious atonement in His passive obedience, as “He was wounded for 
our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities.  The chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. …The 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  For the transgression of 
my people was He stricken. …He had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in His mouth.  Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put 
Him to grief. …He shall see the travail of His soul and shall be satis-
fied; by His knowledge shall my righteous Servant justify many; for He 
shall bear their iniquities.” (Selected verses).   And the Lord’s apostles 
remind us that this vicarious satisfaction of God’s justice was not just for 
Israel according to the flesh, but for us as well, and for all mankind: 
“Ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver 
and gold…, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without 
blemish and without spot, who verily was foreordained before the foun-
dation of the world” (I Peter 1:18-20) to be “the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I 
John 2:2).  “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  But God 
commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8). 
 
“[Christ] was delivered for our offenses,” writes St. Paul in the title-text 
of our article.  He fully kept the Law of God in our place, thereby earn-
ing righteousness for the unrighteous, to be imputed by God to all the 
world for Christ’s sake; and He bore both the guilt and the punishment 
of all men’s trespasses in their stead, as their Substitute, so that “there is 
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therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Je-
sus” (Romans 8:1), since God has been “propitiated” by the vicarious 
atonement, the vicarious satisfaction of His justice, rendered by His be-
loved Son, in whom He is well-pleased! (Matthew 17:5).  Because 
Christ’s atonement was perfect and complete, “once for all” (Hebrews 
10:10), and not merely a “down payment” of sorts which we must sup-
plement by our own works of merit, God now looks upon us differently 
than His justice would require apart from Christ’s redemptive work, and He 
is able to be gracious and merciful unto us without transgressing His divine 
justice, “that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:5). 
 

Since Christ has full atonement made 
and brought to us salvation, 

each Christian therefore may be glad 
and build on this foundation: 

Thy grace alone, dear Lord, I plead; 
Thy death is now my life indeed, 
for Thou hast paid my ransom! 

(TLH 377, 6) 
 

—D. T. M. 
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We ought to never stop thanking God for “squaring” with us in the 
Holy Scriptures, telling it as it really is, not “beating around the bush,” 
exposing our sins as we look into the mirror of His holy Law (Romans 
3:20b), and, most important of all, revealing to us in the Gospel His 
grace in Christ toward us unworthy human beings, as expressed so point-
edly by the apostle when he, an undeserving sinner himself, declared: “This 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief” (I Timothy 1:15). 
 
As set forth in the immediately preceding article of this issue, we read 
that the innocent, sinless Christ “was delivered for our of-
fenses” (Romans 4:25a), was handed over to His enemies for death by 
crucifixion, and to the justice of almighty God to pay “the wages of sin” 
for the world of sinners (Romans 6:23; John 1:29).  Why?  It was be-
cause of our failure to love (and the failure of all other people) the one, 
true God (Matthew 22:37; 5:48; James 2:10), as well as our failure to 
love our fellow human beings according to the standards of God’s Law 

The RESURRECTION The RESURRECTION The RESURRECTION    
of Christ of Christ of Christ    

“…for our justification.” “…for our justification.” “…for our justification.” 
———Romans 4:25bRomans 4:25bRomans 4:25b   
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(Matthew 22:39; 7:12; Romans 13:8-10; John 13:34; Galatians 5:13).  
Whose faults, imperfections, and failures brought about the death of the 
“the Just” (I Peter 3:18), “the Righteous [One]” (I John 2:1)?  We 
should not grow weary of hearing the changeless message announced to 
us in II Corinthians 5: “He died for all” (v. 15a).  Christ “gave Himself 
a ransom for all” (I Timothy 2:6) sinners; He was “the propitiation [the 
payment, the price paid to God to appease His wrath] for our sins, and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I John 2:2). 
 
After being buried in Joseph of Arimathaea’s own new tomb (Matthew 
27:59-60), Jesus, on the third day “was raised” (Romans 4:25b), that is, 
awakened from the dead, made alive again by God the Father.  God 
showed “His mighty power…when He raised Him [Christ] from the 
dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come, and hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the 
Head over all things to the Church, which is His body, the fullness of 
Him that filleth all in all” (Ephesians 1:19-23).  Hebrews 13 confirms 
the Father’s resurrection of His Son when it reports to us that “the God 
of peace…brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep-
herd of the sheep” (v. 20).         
 
Although our mighty Savior did indeed raise Himself from the dead 
(John 2:19), the Apostle Paul’s point in Romans 4:25b was to testify 
that God the Father resurrected His Son to make known His complete 
satisfaction with the vicarious atonement of His Son for the reconcilia-
tion of the world (Small Catechism, question 152c, page 118, 1943 edi-
tion).  Both declarations are true! 
 
Paul wrote that Christ was raised from the dead on the third day “for 
our justification” (Romans 4:25b) to confirm, to reaffirm, to announce 
far-and-wide that God was not a liar, that His Messianic prophecies of 
the Old Testament were not fraudulent, but true, and that in His “Seed” 
of Abraham, “Christ” (Galatians 3:16), shall “all nations of the earth 
be blessed” (Genesis 22:18), be justified, be declared righteous through 
“Jesus Christ the righteous” (I John 2:1), who “is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world” (I John 2:2).  And since God already in eternity had His holy 
justice perfectly satisfied as He viewed the active and passive obedience 
of His Son in the place of all sinners, then He “justifieth the un-
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godly” (Romans 4:5).  This is divine justification.  The Epistle to the 
Romans sets before us these unchanging words of truth: “As by the of-
fense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even so by 
the righteousness of One the free gift came upon all men unto justifica-
tion of life” (5:18); “There is no difference, for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God, [all] being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (3:22-24).  Whom has 
God justified?  He has justified “all men, …all” sinners through 
Christ’s “ransom for all” (I Timothy 2:6), through the Savior’s death 
“for all” (II Corinthians 5:15), through His perfect fulfillment of the 
divine Law for all (Matthew 5:17, Romans 10:4).  This is God’s objec-
tive, universal justification; no one has been omitted or left out.    
 
It is of great and lasting importance that we understand well the Scrip-
tural meaning of justification.  To justify is to acquit or clear those who 
are guilty and to declare them righteous on account of the righteousness 
of Someone else, namely, of Christ.  Justification, in Scripture, is the 
judicial or forensic action by which sinners, who are themselves un-
righteous and guilty, are declared righteous and reconciled by God 
through Christ.     
 
In contrast, the judge in a human or civil court declares the righteous 
man righteous and the guilty man guilty according to the civil law.  If 
this civil judge would declare the guilty man righteous (human justifi-
cation), that judge would be an outrage to God.  This is taught in Prov-
erbs 17: “He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, 
even they both are abomination to the Lord” (v. 15).  But the very 
thing which the civil judge cannot and may not do, God, the divine 
Judge, did when He “justifieth the ungodly” (Romans 4:5).  For God 
Himself has satisfied His justice and holiness through the active and 
passive obedience of Christ (Romans 3:24-26).  
 
Earlier in Romans 4, Abraham is cited as an Old Testament believer 
whom God had brought to saving confidence in His justification of all 
sinners through His Son, the woman’s Seed, who would most certainly 
win the everlasting victory over the devil, sin, death, and the grave 
(Genesis 3:15; see also I Corinthians 15:55-57).  So, through the power 
of God’s promises of goodness, grace, and mercy built on the Seed of 
the woman, Abraham’s faith was created by God and by that confi-
dence in God’s justification of poor sinners in view of Christ’s vicari-
ous atonement (Romans 4:25a), Abraham received for himself, indi-
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vidually, "righteousness" (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3).  Thus, almost 
two thousand years before the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
Abraham was brought to faith in the merits of his Savior, for whose 
sake God had justified Him and had given Him perfect righteousness 
and complete acceptance in His sight.  This is known as subjective or 
individual justification.   
 
The Apology [Defense] of the Augsburg Confession “paints” for all be-
lievers this beautiful picture: 
 

By faith itself, we are for Christ’s sake accounted righteous, or are 
acceptable to God. And because “to be justified” means that out of 
unjust men just men are made, or born again, it means also that they 
are pronounced or accounted just. (Triglotta, p. 141). 

 
One of the very descriptive names given to believers is “the right-
eous” (Genesis 18:23-26, 28;  Psalm 1:6; 34:15, 19; Matthew 25:37, 
46; etc.).  And this name truly describes all believers because of “the 
Lord our righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:6), whose righteousness is im-
puted to precious souls by faith.  As the sheep of Christ contemplate the 
Last Day, what genuine comfort and great joy for them to know that 
their dear Savior will not accuse His righteous of even one sin 
(Matthew 25:31-40; Romans 8:1).  Why?  Because Christ Jesus was 
“delivered for [their] offenses, and raised again for [their] justifica-
tion” (Romans 4:25).  
 
“What shall [we] render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward 
[us]?” (Psalm 116:12).  In continuing gratitude for His once-for-all 
deliverance from those fierce enemies (Luke 1:74-75) of the curse and 
condemnation of His Law, the lies, seductions, and control of the devil, 
a guilty conscience, and the everlasting torment of hell (which we de-
serve), let us, with that “love of Christ constrain[ing] us” (II Corin-
thians 5:14a) and remembering that “He died for all” (II Corinthians 
5:15a), live more and more each day, as His justified believers, not 
for ourselves, but for “Him which died for [us], and rose again” (II 
Corinthians 5:15c). 

 —R. J. L. 
 
 

_______________ 
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Christ lag in Todesbanden 

 

 (Martin Luther, 1524) 
 

Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bands, 
 for our offenses given; 

but now at God's right hand He stands 
and brings us life from heaven. 

Therefore let us joyful be 
and sing to God right thankfully 

loud songs of hallelujah! 
       

 It was a strange and dreadful strife 
 when Life and Death contended: 
 The victory remained with Life; 
the reign of Death was ended. 
 Holy Scripture plainly saith 

that Death is swallowed up by Death; 
His sting is lost forever. 

       
Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, 

whom God so freely gave us; 
 He died on the accursed tree— 

 so strong His love! —to save us. 
 See, His blood doth mark our door. 
Faith points to it; Death passes o'er; 

And Satan cannot harm us. 
 Hallelujah! 

 
            (TLH 195, v. 1 –3)  
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Christ’s Redemptive Work... 

“This, then, is the benefit of the suffering and resurrection of 
Christ, that these acts were performed, not in His own, but in our 
behalf, in order that He might bruise under His heel the devil and 
all my sins which He bore in His body on Good Friday. Now the 
devil flees at the mere mention of Christ’s name. Now, then, if you 
want to make use of these great treasures, behold, He has made a 
present of them to you. Only accord Him this much honor that 
you accept them gratefully” 

Luther’s Church Postil,  (St. L. Ed. XII, 1586) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The main line Protestant Churches in Germany are encouraging couples 
to have children. During its recent meeting in Magdeburg the general 
synod, representing 26 million church members, made a public appeal 
for an environment more conducive to children. Germany has one of the 
lowest birth rates in the world. On the average, every woman of child-
bearing age has 1.3 children. In this respect Germany is lagging far be-
hind other industrial nations like the United States, Sweden and France 
with a rate of 1.9. A birth rate of around 2 would be necessary to main-
tain the current German population of 82 million. As it is, the country is 
facing a severe demographic crisis with declining birth rates and a con-
tinuously aging population. If this trend continues it will jeopardize the 
complete social system, as more retired people will have to be supported 
by an ever decreasing work force.  
 
The churches are subject to a similar decline. The synod deplored that 
Germany has become a country with a child deficiency. Although many 
young couples want to have children, they find it difficult to combine 

The Signs of the Times 
Our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, asks, 

“Can ye not discern the signs of the times?” 
—Matthew 16:3 
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 children with their professional or academic career. The synod also re-
fers to the Bible, which contains “visions of hope” for the generations. 
Not only do the Scriptures regard a long life as a blessing, but also chil-
dren. Some of the 120 church delegates criticized that the declarations 
make no mention of abortion. It is estimated that approximately 
260,000 unborn babies are killed in Germany every year.  (Quoted from 
Faith & Fellowship, January, 2005). 

 
Germany, the cradle of the blessed work of the Reformation, the coun-
try that was singularly privileged to have the blessed truths of God’s 
Word brought to light by the Lord through Martin Luther; the nation 
which at one time unashamedly referred to a proper home as, “Church, 
Children, Kitchen” (in German it is referred to as “Kirche, Kinder, 
Küche”). Unfortunately down through the years the glorious truths of 
Holy Writ which had been brought to light through the Reformation 
were not appreciated by the majority of the German people and soon 
gross darkness enveloped the churches.  Human reason gradually took 
the place of the Bible as the sole norm to be followed. Various German 
philosophers spewed out their venom and like the Athenians of old 
(Acts 17:21) the gullible people listened and believed.  
 
Sadly, Luther’s prediction proved to be correct:  
 

The season of grace is here now, but we think nothing of the fact and 
make light of it. God will not and cannot let this pass without punish-
ment. The fact that we think nothing of His Word deserves punishment. 
And God will punish us too, although the punishment were to be put off 
for a hundred years. But it will not be put off that long. And the brighter 
the Word is, the greater will be the punishment. I fear all of Germany 
will pay for this. May it please God that I am a false prophet in this 
matter. But it will most assuredly happen. God cannot let this knavery 
go unavenged. Nor will He look on long, for the Gospel is now 
preached so richly that it has not shone so brightly since the days of the 
apostles. (What Luther Says, Vol. II, pages 574, 575).   

 
In the latter part of the 1800s our Lutheran forefathers felt constrained 
to leave their fatherland and come to the United States where they 
would no longer be prohibited by the State from preaching God’s Word 
in all of its truth and purity. In their writings and sermons our orthodox 
Lutheran forefathers declared in the words of Scripture, “Lo, children 
are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As 
arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. 
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be 
ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate…Thy wife 
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shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like 
olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be 
blessed that feareth the Lord” (Psalm 127: 3-5; 128:3,4).  They minced 
no words concerning this Scriptural teaching and with one voice they 
taught,  
 

The chief object of such marital intercourse, besides that of avoiding sins 
against the Sixth Commandment, is that of the procreation of children. 
Cp. Gen. 1:28; 1 Tim. 2:15; 5:14; Ps.128; Gen.30:1; 1 Sam. 1:11,12; Luke 
1:58.  “This one fact particularly must be stressed in connection with 
the perverted views of sex relationship and the contempt of marriage 
in general, namely, the growing evil of childless marriages by design 
or of the wilful and criminal limiting of offspring, that is, of race sui-
cide…In many cases social ambition or other selfish considerations 
are the motives for committing sins which are just as heinous as high-
way murder; for there is not even a difference of degree between 
snuffing out the faint flicker of life in the womb and shooting down a 
man in cold blood.” (The Concordia Cyclopedia, 1927, page 441).   

 
This Scriptural teaching has been set aside not only in Germany but also in 
our own country; not only in the majority of Protestant denominations but 
also in so-called Lutheran synods!  For example, the Metro-Denver Lu-
therans for Life Newsletter, January-March, 2005, reported that  
 

George Tiller brags that he’s the #1 third-trimester abortionist in the 
world except for Red China. It’s true. He kills babies up to the moment 
of birth by sticking a needle in the baby’s heart and injecting poison. 
Tiller receives communion every Sunday at his Lutheran church, while 
the rest of the week he gives the finger to pro-life activist Troy New-
man and the others who picket and pray outside his abortion mill and 
crematorium. When the pro-lifers asked Tiller to repent, he replied, 
“Abortion is worth going to Hell for.”  

 
It is hard to believe that a church which calls itself a Lutheran Church 
can tolerate such a murderer in their midst when the Apostle commands, 
“Put away from yourselves that wicked person” (I Corinthians 5:13). Obvi-
ously those who advocate and practice such murder and still like to call 
themselves Christians have forgotten that “it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). May our gracious heavenly Fa-
ther have mercy upon us in these last evil days of the world as we “wait for 
His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 
delivered us from the wrath to come” (I Thessalonians 1:10).  

 
 ─M. L. N. 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg 
 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 For the time and location of services, contact: 
 The Rev. ROMAN G. SCHURGANOFF, Pastor 
 P. O. Box 62 
 620088 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 E-mail:  lutheran@r66.ru 
 
 St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church  
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 
   Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
 Sunday School & Bible Class  .......... 8:45 a.m. 
 Worship Service ……………………...10:00 a.m. 
 The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
 E-mail:  revbloedel@yahoo.com  

Concordia Theological Seminary  
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Training well-prepared and faithful pastors for the future  
Contact:  The Rev. David T. Mensing, 17151 South Central Avenue 

Oak Forest,  Illinois 60452  708-532-4288 
 

 

 

• Orthodox Confessional Position 
• Individualized Instruction   
• Complete Traditional Curriculum        
• Customized student accommoda- 
    tions 
• Flexible class schedules   

• All our instructors are in the pastoral ministry 
• Local parish internships starting the first year  
• Theological libraries on all our regional cam-

puses     
• Student Aid Fund helps reduce living costs   
• Geographically diverse locales broaden 
      students’ experiences  
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

Church Directory 
 
FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203        Telephone: (517) 787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201        (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@acd.net 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730        Telephone (520) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730        (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913        Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913        (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Midland Motor Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class …..... 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355 
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Sunday School & Bible Class ...... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355        (541) 258-2941 
E-mail:  m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
 
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178        Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118        (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279        (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 

 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302        Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m. 
The REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302        (708) 386-4145 
E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 
 

____________________________ 
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54th  Annual Convention 

of the  

Concordia Lutheran Conference 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
June 24, 25 and 26, 2005 

at 
 Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 

Oak Park, Illinois 
 

Motto: 
“That there be no divisions among you.” 

I Corinthians 1:10 
 

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor David T. Mensing 

“The Difference between Scriptural Separation 
and Sinful Separatism” 

 
The Practical Essay will be delivered by  

Pastor M. L. Natterer 
“What We Christians Object to 

in the Scouting Movement” 
 

The Sunday sermon will be preached by 
Pastor Edward J. Worley 

Text: II Corinthians 6:14-18 
 

Pastoral Conference on June 21-22 
Board of Directors meeting on June 23 

 


