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tice, and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.  
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac-
tice a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 
 To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are "perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judg-
ment." 
 To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph-
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of 
God. 
 To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so-
called "Lutheran" church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word 
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in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 
 To expose false teaching and prac-
tice wherever it makes its appearance 
and to keep abreast of the current 
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nations as signs of the times. 
 To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten-
tion.  Also to clarify any information or 
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Objective Justification 
in Jesus’ Prayer from the Cross 

 
“Father, forgive them, for they  

know not what they do.” —Luke 23:34  
 
These are the first recorded, revealed (in Scripture) words of Jesus 
from the cross.  They are astonishing and profound words.  Why?   
 
Jesus was interceding... 
      
• for His enemies, for “the chief priests, and elders, and all the 

council,” who, in the name of religion, were actually trying to get 
people to bear “false witness against Jesus, to put Him to 
death” (Matthew 26:59). The Savior was interceding to His heav-
enly Father for those who hated Him so intensely that they were 
seeking out people to lie about Him, to tell falsehoods about Him, 
to testify that He said things which He never said, such as: “I am 
able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three 
days” (Matthew 26:61).  Compare this lie of the false witnesses 
to what He really said: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up” (John 2:19).  When had Jesus spoken these 
words?  After He had “found in the temple those that sold oxen 
and sheep, …He drove them all out of the temple, …and said unto 
them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not My Fa-
ther’s house an house of merchandise” (vv. 14-16). The unbeliev-
ing Jews then said to Jesus: “What sign showest Thou unto us, 
seeing that Thou doest these things [in the temple]?” (v. 18).  Je-
sus, in answering their question, gave them this sign: “Destroy 
[kill] this temple [of My body —v. 21], and in three days I will 
raise it [the temple of My body] up.”  The Jews knew what Jesus 
meant by these words; it wasn’t that they misunderstood Him.  
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For the day after His burial, “the chief priests and Pharisees came 
together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver 
said, while He was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.  
Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third 
day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say 
unto the people, He is risen from the dead; so the last error shall be 
worse than the first” (Matthew 27:62-64).  These enemies of Jesus 
deliberately twisted Jesus’ words, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up,” accusing Him of being a “deceiver.” 

 
• for His enemies, those in “the multitude,” who were persuaded by 

the chief priests and elders to “ask [for] Barabbas, and destroy Je-
sus” (Matthew 27:20) by crucifying Him (vv. 22-23), as well as 
those who were so consumed by hatred and, at the same time, were 
actually convinced that they were doing what was right, that they 
willingly took His blood on themselves when they declared to Pi-
late: “His blood be on us and on our children” (Matthew 27:25). 

 
• for His enemies, for Pilate and his soldiers, who treated Jesus so 

horribly, mocked and scourged Him, and then they crucified Him 
(Matthew 27:27-35).  What hatred, even though Pilate himself had 
concluded on more than one occasion: “I find in Him no fault at 
all” (John 18:38; see also 19:4 and 6).  Even this wicked conduct 
toward Jesus by the Gentiles, the non-Jews, was a fulfillment of 
Psalm 2, as confirmed in the prayer recorded in Acts 4: “The kings 
of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against 
the Lord, and against His Christ.  For of a truth against Thy holy 
Child Jesus, whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together, for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel deter-
mined before to be done” (vv. 26-28). 

 
• for His enemies of all time, including each of us, who were, by 

conception and birth, by nature “the children of [God’s] wrath, 
even as others” (Ephesians 2:3c), and on account of both our inher-
ited sin (Psalm 51:5) and our actual sins were hated by God: “Thou 
hatest all workers of iniquity” (Psalm 5:5).  The Prophet Isaiah not 
only prophesied that the Messiah bore “the sins of many,” but that 
He also “made intercession for the transgressors” (53:12e).  So, 
the prayer, the intercession of Jesus on Calvary’s cross, was an as-
tonishing and profound fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah 53, as 
well as that spoken by John the Baptist when the Savior approached 
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him: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the 
world” (John 1:29).                   

 
That real and genuine intercession of Jesus, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do,” also conveys to us these truths: 
 
• Sins of ignorance are truly sinful and, therefore, are sins which 

need God’s forgiveness.  Those who lied about Jesus, mocked Him, 
spit on Him, scourged Him, and were accomplices to His crucifix-
ion did not know “what they [were doing].”  They sinned because 
they transgressed, disobeyed, and broke God’s Law – the natural 
Law of God, which even the Romans knew, and the revealed Law 
of God, as the Jews knew that Law, revealed at Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 20ff.) and also revealed by God through His holy prophets.  
But both groups of people were willingly and persistently ignorant 
of the fact that Jesus was the Messiah. To the Jews, Jesus said: “If I 
say the truth, why do ye not believe Me?” (John 8:46).  After Jesus 
had declared to Pilate, “To this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.  
Everyone that is of the truth heareth My voice,” the Roman gover-
nor asked the Savior: “What is truth?” (John 18:37-38).  The Apos-
tle Peter, in Acts 3, told the unbelieving Jews “that through igno-
rance ye did it (“killed the Prince of Life” —v. 15), as did also 
your rulers” (v. 17).  Before Paul was converted and became an 
apostle, by God’s grace, he confessed that he was “a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious, but I obtained mercy, because I did 
it ignorantly in unbelief” (I Timothy 1:13).  And also our sins of 
ignorance in the past cannot be excused or passed over lightly; 
they are still “transgression[s] of the Law” (I John 3:4). 

 
• The claim of some that the Jews were solely responsible, to the ex-

clusion of all others, for the death of Jesus is a lie, an untruth, and a 
fabrication, not supported by God’s Word.  Such a claim may be 
used as a “smoke screen” to lessen one’s own personal, individual 
guilt, while giving the distinct, false impression that we Gentiles 
are superior to the Jews.  Yes, it is true that the Jews were the re-
mote cause of Jesus’ crucifixion, and the Romans were the imme-
diate cause because they actually carried out the crucifixion of Je-
sus. But all sinners (surely including you and me) —from Adam to 
the last human living on this earth— are the ultimate cause of the 
death of Christ (Romans 3:19, 23; 5:18; 8:32; II Corinthians 5:14-
15, 19; Galatians 3:10, 13; etc.).  It is also true that the Jews bore a 
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greater degree of responsibility than did the Romans because “unto 
them [the Jews] were committed the oracles of God” (Romans 3:2), 
and the Savior Himself declared: “Unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required” (Luke 12:48).  But Jesus did not let Pi-
late “off-the-hook” when He said to the Roman governor: “Every one 
that is of the truth heareth My voice” (John 18:37).  Pilate did not 
hear, believe, and follow the voice, the Word, the instruction of 
Christ, so he was not on the side of truth, but on the side of lies, unbe-
lief, and deceit.  And Pilate gave evidence of that when he mockingly 
asked Jesus: “What is truth?” (John 18:38).  We today, who, by the 
grace of God alone (Ephesians 2:8-10), hear the voice of our Savior as 
His dear sheep (John 10:27), have even less excuse than Pilate or the 
Jews because we have the Scriptures of both the Old and New Testa-
ments in their entirety and completeness, those Scriptures which un-
mistakably condemn us and declare us guilty for our inherited sinful-
ness (Psalm 51:5; John 3:6a; Romans 7:18a) and for our many actual 
sins (James 2:10; 4:17; Psalm 130:3; etc.). 

 
Jesus wants all, even those who are ignorant sinners, to have, receive, and 
enjoy the forgiveness of their sins, which has been gained for them 
through the perfect sacrifice of One for all, of the Just for the unjust 
(Hebrews 7:27; 9:26, 28; 10:10, 12; I Peter 3:18; I Timothy 2:5-6), and 
was bought for them with the price of Jesus’ blood, even for those who 
deny and reject the Lord Jesus and His work for them (II Peter 2:1).  
Therefore, it is most certainly true that “God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. …For He 
hath made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him” (II Corinthians 5:19, 21).  In Christ Je-
sus, and in Him alone (John 3:18, 36), there is forgiveness of all sin and 
freedom from the condemnation of sin (John 8:36), also for all who are 
sinning out of ignorance, as well as for all who are still His enemies.   
 
God not only has shown His perfect love to the world of sinners in and 
through the perfect obedience and sacrifice of Christ (John 3:16-17; I John 
4:9-10; 2:2), but He also desires that every single sinner be brought to 
trust in and thus to receive that gift of complete pardon and peace, for He 
is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repen-
tance” (II Peter 3:9).  Is this also our desire?  Do we also fervently and 
regularly pray and intercede “for all men,” knowing that God wants “all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth,” the 
changeless truth that “there is one God and one Mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time” (I Timothy 2:1, 4-6)? 
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For detailed information about our Conference,  

we invite you to visit our official Web Site! 

Concordia Lutheran Conference 
 “The Scripture cannot be broken.” John 10:35 

 http://www.concordialutheranconf.com 
 

 

• Who We Are 
• Our Doctrinal Position 
• Our Constitution 
• Our Early History 
• Our Directory 

• Our Seminary 
• Our Publishing House 
• Our Archives 
• Our News and 
 Coming Events 

May “the love of Christ” (II Corinthians 5:15) for us and for our ever-
lasting blessing constrain, impel, and move us to come more boldly and 
more frequently to “the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16), especially as we 
plant and water (I Corinthians 3:6) the living, powerful seed of God’s 
Word, especially the Gospel of Christ (Hebrews 4:12; Romans 1:16), in 
our on-going witness to the heathen (Matthew 24:14; Acts 1:8) and to 
our fellow believers, who, with us, have been brought to believe in the 
Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us (Galatians 2:20c; 
Psalm 116:14).  May the fact that we have most certainly been 
“justified freely by [God’s] grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24) lead us to declare more and more fear-
lessly, “We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard” (Acts 4:20) in and from the Word of God, especially from the 
mouth of our “great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God” (Hebrews 4:14), “who also maketh intercession for 
us” (Romans 8:34). 

—R. J. L. 
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The Savior’s Assurance of 
Salvation to a Dying Believer 

 

“Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be  
with Me in Paradise.”  —Luke 23:43       

 

In what is often referred to as 
Jesus’ “second word” from 
His cross of agony, we see a 
penitent sinner lay hold on 
God’s gracious forgiveness 
for Christ’s sake to make it 
his own personal possession;  
and we hear the dear Savior 
assure him of the fruit, the 
everlasting blessings, of His 
redemption. 
 
Matthew tells us in his Gospel 
account that at first both of 
the “malefactors,” the 
evildoers crucified with Jesus, 
“cast the same in His 
teeth” (27:44) as did the blaspheming Jews and the Roman soldiers 
who mocked and reviled Him.  But suddenly there was a noticeable 
change in the attitude of ONE of them.  In Luke 23:39 and 40 we 
read: “And ONE of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, 
saying: ‘If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and US!’  But the OTHER, 
answering, rebuked him, saying: ‘Dost not thou fear God, seeing 
thou art in the same condemnation??’” Didn’t the impenitent 
malefactor have any remorse for his own crimes —at least in his last 
hours?  Had he no dread of the judgment and punishment of God that 
he was about to face when he died in view of the fact that he was 
being executed as a criminal, the same as Jesus was??  And in verse 
41: “‘And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds!  But THIS  man [THIS One (Gk.)] hath done nothing amiss!’”  
The two malefactors should have been rightly concerned about their 
own guilt and about the just punishment—worse than crucifixion—
that was due THEM because of their sins!  But Jesus was suffering 
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innocently, as anyone could plainly see! 
 
We can rightly assume that this man was a Jew and not a Roman 
heathen because of the fact that he was being crucified. The Romans 
historically did not inflict this cruelty upon their own citizens.  And, as 
a Jew, even if it had been only in his training as a youth, he presumably 
had received at least basic instruction in “Moses and the 
Prophets” (Luke 16:29; cf. Deuteronomy 6:6-7; Psalm 78:1-8; etc.).  
And so, he knew the Law of God, epitomized in the Ten 
Commandments, and the punishment which transgression of the Law 
merited.  Yes, he knew from the Holy Scriptures what God demanded 
(“Ye shall be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy!” Leviticus 19:2); 
he knew the just consequences of sin (“The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” Ezekiel 18:4); and he knew also the impossibility of anyone 
keeping the Law and of justifying himself in God’s sight (“They are 
altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one!” 
Psalm 53:3).  And the thundering indictment of the Law seared his cold 
conscience and hammered his hardened heart (Jeremiah 23:29); it 
convicted and convinced him of his hopelessly lost condition and 
brought him to his spiritual knees in humble contrition or sorrow for his 
sins (Ezekiel 18:31; Psalm 51:4)! 
 
But from the same “Moses and the Prophets” he had no doubt also 
been exposed to the sweet Gospel of salvation in and through the 
promised Messiah.  For God Himself had declared to the Children of 
Israel: “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin…” (Exodus 34:6-7a); and 
Isaiah had prophesied of the Savior’s vicarious satisfaction: “The Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of US ALL; for the transgression of my 
people was He stricken; it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; …He shall 
see the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied; for He shall bear their 
iniquities” (Isaiah 53:6ff.).  And the man, by God’s grace, recognized 
Jesus as this Messiah of whom the prophets had written, of whom the 
Lord Himself had spoken through Jeremiah: “Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a 
KING shall reign and prosper;…and this is His Name whereby He shall 
be called: The Lord, our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:5-6).  —“And he 
said unto Jesus: ‘Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom,’” essentially the same prayer as that of the publican in the 
Temple: “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Luke 18:13).  For there 
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was no boasting here, no claim of worthiness, no work of merit referred 
to, no basic goodness or positive attitude to be taken into consideration 
by the “King of the Jews.”   Here was nothing but a humble prayer of 
FAITH, the expression of his heart’s CONFIDENCE in God’s mercy and 
grace to a poor, undeserving sinner for the Messiah’s sake, asking that 
HE TOO, like Jesus’ enemies for whom the Savior had prayed, might be 
forgiven and that he might be remembered by Jesus in mercy when the 
Lord would enter into His kingdom. 
 
That’s where also WE stand as wretched malefactors in the presence of 
our just and holy God!  We have nothing whereof to boast before Him; 
for “we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags” in His holy sight (Isaiah 64:6)!  But for God’s grace and 
mercy in Christ, we would surely “receive the due reward of OUR 
deeds,” “the wages of sin” (Romans 6:23), everlasting death, eternal 
separation from God, and permanent exclusion from His heavenly 
kingdom above! (II Thessalonians 1:9)  We KNOW that from the same 
Law of God that indicted and convicted the malefactor and brought him 
to his knees in humble contrition!  And we have no choice but to fall 
down before our Savior’s cross and to confess: “Lord, I too ‘have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23).  I don’t 
deserve to be received into Thy kingdom, Lord, but rather to be ‘cast 
into outer darkness, [where] there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth’ (Matthew 8:12)—‘the due reward of [my] deeds’—everlasting 
damnation in hell, the place of punishment originally ‘prepared for thr 
devil and his angels!’” (Matthew 25:41). 
 
“But, Lord, with the penitent malefactor, I see Thee hanging on the 
cross, bearing MY griefs and carrying MY sorrows, wounded for MY 
transgressions and bruised for MY iniquities; and I heard Thee pray to 
Thy heavenly Father for the forgiveness of Thine enemies for the sake 
of Thy perfect, vicarious sacrifice.  Lord, I too am Thy bitter enemy, by 
nature—spiritually blind and perverse, carnally willful, and inclined 
only to evil, ‘dead in trespasses and sins’ (Ephesians 2:1).   But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them; and I beg Thee, for 
the sake of Thy bitter suffering and death in MY place, to ‘remember 
ME’ to Thy heavenly Father, to intercede for ME, that He might forgive 
also ME, a poor, miserable sinner!” 
 
That is how OUR hands (moved by the Gospel), as those of undeserving 
beggars, reach out in faith both to beg and to receive the forgiveness 
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which Jesus, our blessed Savior and King, earned for us on His cross of 
agony, the forgiveness which God “in Christ,” that is, for the sake of 
Christ’s vicarious atonement, declared for the whole world of sinners 
when He reconciled it unto Himself (II Corinthians 5:19).   That is how 
we, by the grace of God alone,  lay hold on that forgiveness personally, 
for ourselves, humbly, penitently, and, at the same time, confidently, 
trusting in His promise: “Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
out!” (John 6:37b). 
 
And we see now in the Savior’s RESPONSE to the repentant malefactor 
the assurance of salvation to the undeserving sinner who despairs of his 
own goodness, merit, and worthiness before God and clings alone to 
God’s mercy and grace in Christ Jesus: “And Jesus said unto him: 
‘Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.’” Oh, 
what cheering and blessed words to a weary and heavy-laden sinner at 
the hour of death!  “VERILY” —not “perhaps” or “possibly, not 
“contingent upon anything that you might do,” no, not even 
“hopefully”—but “Verily,” truly, a declaration of absolute assurance 
from the lips of God Himself, “I say,” I who have the right to make this 
commitment because I earned it for you with My holy, precious blood 
and with My innocent suffering and death!  “I say unto THEE,” to you as 
an individual believer in the most personal and intimate way: “TODAY,” 
not someday down the road, after who knows how long a period of 
suffering and agony in “purgatory,” OR after a “soul sleep” of perpetual 
unconsciousness, but “TODAY SHALT thou (with no if’s or but’s about it) 
be with Me in PARADISE,” in the mansions of My heavenly home above!  
What a promise!!  What an ironclad assurance and guarantee to a poor, 
undeserving sinner! 
 
And that same promise is made to YOU as well when you cling in 
childlike, Gospel-wrought, confidence to your crucified and risen 
Savior as “the LAMB OF GOD” (John 1:29), YOUR Substitute under the 
demands of God’s Law and the Bearer of YOUR punishment under His 
justice.  “Fear not,” He assures YOU, “for I have redeemed thee; I have 
called thee by thy name; thou art Mine!” (Isaiah 43:1);  “He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life!” (John 3:36);  “I go to 
prepare a place for you, …that where I am, there ye may be 
also!” (John 14:2-3).  Take His assurance with you from the foot of 
your Savior’s cross, beloved fellow-sinner, and cling to it with all 
boldness and confidence, both now and in the hour of your death: 
“Verily I say unto THEE, Today shalt THOU be with Me in Paradise!” 
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O Jesus, who my debt didst pay 
and for my sin wast smitten, 

within the Book of Life, O may 
MY name be also written! 

I will not doubt; I trust in Thee! 
From Satan Thou hast made me free 

           and from all condemnation!        (TLH 611, 5) 
           

—D. T. M. 

Welcome 
To all old and new subscribers 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Luther-
anism and are certain that, by God’s grace, you will re-
ceive rich spiritual benefits from your faithful reading of 
The Concordia Lutheran articles which are based sol-
idly upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

 Only $5.00 per year! 

 Give a subscription to a friend or relative! 
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Important Doctrinal and 
Practical Lessons Manifest in 
Jesus’ Last Word on the Cross 

 

“Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit”   —Luke 23:46 
 
These last words spoken by Jesus on the cross were uttered after long, 
anguished suffering.  It began the night before in Gethsemane and 
culminated in His death.  He was rejected by the vast majority of the 
Jewish nation whose leaders desired His death.  To that end He was 
taken before an weak provincial Roman governor, Pontious Pilate, who, 
despite His belief in Jesus’ innocence, indeed, who publically stated, “I 
find no fault in Him” (John 19:4), still had Him scourged; the Roman 
soldiers mocked Him, beat Him and spat in the face of the Son of the 
Living God.  At about nine o’clock that morning, Jesus was nailed to 
the tree, suffering for us and for all mankind the punishment we deserve 
for our sins (Galatians 3:13). In His agony on the cross, Jesus suffered 
all the wrath of God against sin and sinners, suffering the very pangs of 
hell itself to deliver mankind from the guilt, punishment, and slavery of 
sin that they could in no wise escape on their own. 
 
Finally, about three o’clock in the afternoon, after Jesus had cried out 
with a loud voice, He said: “‘Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit.’  And having said thus, He gave up the ghost.”  It is in these few 
brief words that two fundamental truths regarding Jesus are manifest 
yet once again. 
 
The end of the Savior’s lowly and painful journey through life had now 
come.  His mission was ended, the conflict was over, the victory was 
won.  “It is finished!”  All that the Father had decreed, and all that Jesus 
had come to do, He had done.  But when Jesus bowed His head in 
death, it was not the natural and enforced result of His crucifixion.  It 
was not the necessary end of His sufferings.  It was a VOLUNTARY act.  
The thieves had not yet died.  That any one crucified should die as Jesus 
did was something extraordinary.  Even Pilate marveled that Jesus was 
already dead.  Usually, death by crucifixion was a very slow, long, 
drawn-out torture.  Ancient authorities tell us that when healthy persons 
were crucified, they invariable survived at least twelve hours, that 
rarely their sufferings terminated in twenty-four hours, and that usually 
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death relieved the tortures only after forty-eight to seventy-two hours.  
Indeed, well-authenticated cases are on record where crucified victims 
lingered in torture from four to seven days before death finally put an 
end to it.  Jesus, however, died just six hours after being nailed to the 
cross.  That was truly extraordinary. 
 
But look at how our Savior met death:  Jesus met death as death’s 
Conqueror.  With a loud voice of gtriumph,  Jesus “gave up the 
ghost,” thus showing that He was not COMPELLED to die, but that He 
WILLINGLY gave up His life for our sakes.  Death did not meet Him; 
Jesus met death, as the Lion of Judah, who with a roar of triumph 
robbed hell of its prey (Genesis 49:9).  Death had no power over Him, 
who is the Prince of Life.  As He Himself said: “I lay down My life, that 
I might take it again.  No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of 
Myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again” (John10:17-18).  That free gift of His life for us could not have 
been more forcibly expressed than by those calm words uttered in His 
death.  Therefore, in that final declaration of Jesus, even in His death, 
we have another proof of the fact that He was not only true man, but 
true God as well.  No wonder the heathen centurion declared: “Surely 
this man was the Son of God” (Mark 15:39). 
 
Thus, even in His death, He left us a final testimony to His true 
divinity. He had accomplished all that He came to do.  He lived His life 
without sin in our stead, keeping God’s Law perfectly for our sakes.  
He suffered, died, even suffering the very torments of hell for our 
sakes.  Jesus died!  The Son of God died!  It is because of the perfect 
active and passive obedience of the God-man, Jesus Christ, that the 
Father declared the whole world to be righteous.  Divine justice 
demanded a blood payment for our sins (Hebrews 9:12), “the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot” (I 
Peter 1:19). 
 
This last word of Jesus from the cross also gives us doctrinal light on 
the soul’s state after death.  By nature we know very little about death, 
namely, that it is the sad and universal fate of all the sinful children of 
men (Romans 1:32).  All else that we know about death with any 
degree of certainty we know only through the revelations given us in 
God’s Word; and while even God’s Word does not tell us all that we 
might desire to know about death, it tells us all that we need to know 
about how to overcome death.  Without the revealed knowledge of 
death, found alone in God’s Word, we know neither what death is, nor 
to where it leads.  
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God’s Word gives us the needed light on this subject,  our knowledge of 
the mysterious realm beyond the doors of death.  He who Himself came 
from heaven, who testified of what He knew, who Himself passed 
through the door of death and came forth alive from the tomb, has given 
us His testimony; and we know His witness to be true. 
 
“Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.”  With these words our 
Savior bowed His head in death and surrendered His human soul into the 
safe care and keeping of the heavenly Father’s almighty and loving 
hands.  As a precious treasure, Jesus commended, entrusted, His soul 
into those faithful and loving hands.  By this additional assurance from 
His lips, we are assured that the human soul is immortal, that is it not 
annihilated by death, but that it continues to exist beyond temporal 
death. 
 
Now we know that, for the believer in Jesus, death does not mean a step 
into the dim and dread unknown.  Now we know that, for the child of 
God, death is not a passing away into nothingness or uncertainty, as 
philosophers over the centuries have taught and still believe, nor, for us 
Christians into the depths of eternal damnation, but that it is a blessed 
going home, home to the Father, home to the full and undisturbed 
enjoyment of the promised inheritance of the saints in light.  Death is but 
the gateway, beyond which lie the pleasant pastures of paradise where 
“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed away” (Revelation 21:4) in the 
heavenly Jerusalem where the Lamb is the Light! 
 
This end result is, of course, not the same for those who reject Jesus and 
His salutary work.  Death is just as real for them, but they suffer a 
second death, eternal damnation.  It is true that God’s justice has been 
satisfied by Christ’s vicarious atonement; but for those who reject His 
redemptive work, everlasting suffering is their certain end, for as Jesus 
declares, “He that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16b, cf. 
John 3:36).   
 
We also know that death is NOT a sleep of oblivion.  Now we know that 
at death the soul leaves the body and returns to God for judgment. “Then 
shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return 
unto God who gave it.” (Ecclesiastes 12:7; cf. Hebrew 9:27).  In heaven 
the soul of the child of God is safe in the care and keeping of the 
heavenly Father.  There it remains until the resurrection, when the body 
also will be glorified and will be reunited with the soul.  And there, in 
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the meantime, it enjoys bliss unspeakable and pleasures forevermore in 
the Kingdom of Glory, where Jesus’ soul went at death, where He 
promised to receive the soul of the penitent thief, when He said: “Today 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43), and where He 
promised to receive you and me and the souls of all His faithful 
followers when He declared, “I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto 
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3). 
 
Finally, this Word of the Savior is also a precious example of how we 
should meet death.  Soon, we also must go the way of all flesh.  Many 
are yet in the prime of life; others are just in their youth, a time when 
death seems far away; still others of us are much closer to the end of 
our years.  But death soon must overtake us all, “for what is your life?  
It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away” (James 4:14).  We are but strangers here, on a journey, a brief 
journey, through this vale of tears.  Our continuing city is above, the 
heavenly Jerusalem. 
 
Even for the Christian, when we meet death, it is an experience for us 
that will be no child’s play.  It is no easy thing to die, even for a 
Christian, for death is not natural, but the inevitable result of sin in the 
world and the ultimate destruction of our old sinful flesh.  Aside from 
the physical pain that may be suffered and the natural fear of the ordeal 
of the unnatural separation of soul and body that God created to be 
together, aside from the sad separation from the loved ones left behind, 
that which makes death so dreadful is the spiritual struggle which death 
often times brings.  The devil comes to make his last and probably 
fiercest assaults upon the soul. The soul of a Christian is his primary 
target, as he accuses him of many sins and seeks to drive him to doubt 
and despair.  Who will then be able to conquer in that last battle with 
the subtle adversary who dared even to tempt our Lord Jesus Christ?  
“In all these things WE are more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us” (Romans 8:37).  Yes, “thanks be to God, which giveth US the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!” (I Corinthians 15:57). 
 
When we see death approaching, we find ourselves without any earthly 
supports.  Friends and relatives may stand by our bedside, sorrowfully 
beholding our struggle, but unable to help.  At death, JESUS ALONE IS 
OUR HOPE AND REFUGE, who said: “Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
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place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also” (John 14:1-3).  Jesus alone gives us the peace with God we need 
as we approach death:  “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).  In the final struggle, 
Jesus alone can help us, granting us calm faith and unshaken hope, to 
commend our spirits unto the Father’s hands—He alone, who Himself 
was dead, but now lives eternally, and holds in His nail-pierced hands 
the keys of death and hell! 
 
Therefore, Jesus has gone before through the valley of death, that we 
might be delivered from the fear and terror of death and have peace.  
We can now calmly meet death, namely, with child-like trust in the 
promises of God’s sure Word, and with heartfelt prayer for His 
strengthening and sustaining grace.  To that end, we Christians should 
use our Bibles diligently, meditate upon His Word, and live according 
to it, assured that it will not fail us in death, just as it has not failed us 
in life!  The child of God, who by daily and devout use of God’s 
Word has become edified and well prepared for the hour of death, will 
have a blessed well of Scripture to strengthen and comfort him, to 
sustain and keep him in that terrible hour.  Such a person will be able 
to utter with his Savior at the moment of his death, “Father, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit,” assured that his prayer will be heard and 
answered for Jesus’ sake, as David in Psalm 31:5 also confidently 
prayed: “Into thine hand I commit my spirit; thou hast redeemed me, 
O LORD God of truth.” 
 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes, 
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee. 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 

       (TLH 552, 8) 
To God Alone the Glory! 

—M.W.D. 
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The Significance of the  
Events in Luke 23:44-45 

 

“And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over 
all the earth until the ninth hour.  And the sun was darkened; and 

the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.”  
 

What is recorded here was not due to natural phenomena.  According to 
the Roman reckoning of time the sixth hour was at twelve o’clock noon, 
and the darkness lasted until the ninth hour or three o’clock in the 
afternoon.  It was at the brightest time of the day when this occurred.  
This could not have been an eclipse of the sun, as many have claimed, 
since it occurred at  Passover time when the moon was full.  That means 
that this darkness was an extraordinary event, a divine miracle.  This 
darkness lasted for three hours and extended over all the earth!  As God 
says in Luke’s Gospel, “Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was a 
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.  And the sun was 
darkened…” (Luke 23:44-45a). 
 
The bright sun which the Lord had created on the fourth day of His work 
of creation (Genesis 1:16) now hid its face, as it were, from this scene on 
Golgotha’s hill.  For here upon the cross hung the almighty Son of God, 
by whom, the Evangelist John tells us, “all things were made… and 
without Him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3).  What 
humiliation He endured!  He “who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily, 
as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then 
for the people’s: for this He did once, when He offered up 
Himself” (Hebrews 7: 26-27).  
 
O what love beyond all comprehension!   We must confess with the 
hymnwriter, “Tis I who should be smitten; My doom should here be 
written” (TLH 171).  We are the sinners, not Christ!  We must join David 
in acknowledging, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5), and “who can bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean? Not one” (Job14:4).  By nature our sinful condition can 
only produce sinful thoughts, words, and deeds.  The Lord declares, “Out 
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 15:19).  We who, by nature, 
are spiritually blind, dead, and enemies of God, could do nothing to earn 
or merit the grace of God.  “But God commendeth His love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
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He whose body hung upon that cross was our Substitute.  He took our 
place and willingly endured what we rightfully deserved.  We were in 
Satan’s kingdom of darkness, but our dear heavenly Father “hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of His dear Son, in whom we have redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).  Through 
faith in Jesus, He is now our dear heavenly Father; and we His dear 
children.  Now we are to “give thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light” (Colossians 1:12).  We are now “all the children of light and the 
children of the day; we are not of the night, nor of darkness” (I 
Thessalonians 5:5).  Without that sacrifice of the innocent Lamb of 
God, we would still be groping about in the darkness like a blind man 
(Isaiah 59:10), deserving to be cast into everlasting outer darkness. 
 
Through that darkness we see Jesus, the Light of the world (John 9:5), 
hanging upon the cross!  Being the Light of the world, He dispels the 
darkness and “hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel” (II Timothy 1:10).  Yes, “the 
darkness is past, and the true light now shineth” (I John 2:8).  And 
where are these blessed truths revealed to us?  In our Bibles!  We, who 
by God’s grace are Christians, have that Word proclaimed to us by our 
faithful pastors and are privileged to read and meditate upon that Word 
within the privacy of our homes.  And that Word is, as the Psalmist 
declares by inspiration, “a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
path” (Psalm 119:105).  It clears our mind, refreshes our spirit, answers 
our perplexing questions, and removes our frustrations, as the Psalmist 
experienced, “the entrance of Thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple” (Psalm 119:130). 
 
Not only was there this miraculous darkness, but another extraordinary 
event took place.  The Evangelist Luke reports by inspiration that “the 
veil of the temple was rent in the midst.”  This was the veil which 
separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies in the sanctuary.  And 
from Exodus chapter 26 we note that it was made “of blue and purple 
and scarlet and fine twined linen, of cunning work” (v. 31).  Once again 
this was not something that took place due to natural causes; it was a 
miracle!  Just take into consideration the size of this veil or curtain.  We 
learn from rabbinic sources that it was sixty by thirty feet and about the 
thickness of a man’s palm and took some three hundred priests to 
handle it.  The tearing of the veil may well have occurred while the 
priests in the Temple were busy making preparations for the evening 
sacrifice.  In utter amazement the priests were now able to look into the 
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Most Holy Place where prior to this only the High Priest was allowed 
to enter once a year on the Day of Atonement. 
 
What does this mean for us?  The Lord gives us the answer in His 
Word.  From Hebrews chapter 9 we see that the work of the high 
priests and the required sacrifices of the Old Testament had come to 
an end.  Christ, the innocent Lamb of God, was the supreme and final 
sacrifice once and for all. “We are sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10).  “For by one 
offering He hath perfected forever them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 
10:14).  “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God” (v. 12-14).  Now our 
conscience can be at peace.  “The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 1:7). 
 
But you say:  “Even though I am a Christian, my conscience tells me 
that I sin daily in thought, word, and deed.”  That is true.  “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,” 
writes the Apostle John; but he also states, “If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (I John 1:8-9).  As our Great High Priest, the Lord 
Jesus, who is even at the right hand of God, makes intercession for us 
(Romans 8:34).  He is our “Advocate with the Father” (I John 2:1).  
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit” (Romans 8:1).  
Without the sacrifice of Jesus and the shedding of His blood, we 
wretched sinners would have nothing  to look forward to but eternal 
damnation in hell.  Is it any wonder, then, that the father of all lies, 
who has been loosed in these last evil days of the world. uses all of his 
cunning in an attempt to lead us Christians away from our dear 
Savior?  Through the mouths of the modernists, faithful Christians are 
belittled as those who believe in a “blood religion.”  Let us not be 
deceived and led astray by such lying tongues but joyfully and 
thankfully declare that the Savior shed His sacred blood for my 
salvation and praise Him here and in all eternity. 
 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress. 
In these before my God I’ll stand 

When I shall reach the heavenly land. 
—M.L.N. 



 

         53 

What the Resurrection  
of Christ Definitely Proves 
 

That Jesus physically rose again from the dead on 
Easter morning is not only a historical fact plainly 
taught throughout the New Testament (and even prophesied in the Old 
Testament, e.g. Psalm 16:10), but it is also a fundamental doctrine of 
the Christian religion. The Apostle Paul writes in his first letter to the 
Christians in Corinth: “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins” (15:17). It is clear that the Apostles preached about the 
resurrection of Christ constantly from the many references to it in the 
excerpts from their sermons recorded in the book of Acts (2:24–32; 
3:15; 4:10,33; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30; 17:3,31; 26:23). But why is this 
doctrine so important? And what does it prove? Following our 
Catechism’s thorough answer to Question 152 (p. 117–118), we shall 
see that the resurrection of Christ Definitely proves  1) that Christ is the 
Son of God,  2) that His doctrine is the truth, 3) that God the Father has 
accepted the sacrifice of His Son for the reconciliation of the world, and 
4) that all believers shall rise unto eternal life. 
 
The first of these four points is supported by the following quotation 
from Holy Scripture: “Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which 
was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; and declared to be 
the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:3–4). Jesus was a descendant of 
King David according to His human nature, which He received when He 
was miraculously conceived by the Holy Ghost in the womb of the 
virgin Mary. During His state of humiliation (in which He, according to 
His human nature, did not always and did not fully use the divine 
attributes communicated to His human nature), Christ appeared, for the 
most part, to be an ordinary man. Especially when He was captured by 
His enemies, put on trial, mocked, beaten, scourged, and finally 
crucified, Jesus appeared only to be a man suffering in great weakness. 
 
However, when the Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead, He showed 
Himself to be the Son of God. His divine nature, which had been mostly 
concealed during His state of humiliation, was now revealed in glory. 
Certainly no mere man could raise his own dead body back to life. But 
this is exactly what Jesus, the Son of God—true God from all eternity 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost—did on Easter morning. In this 
way, Jesus showed Himself to be the all-powerful Son of God. As Jesus 
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had foretold: “I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again” (John 10:17–18). 
 
Since Jesus, on a number of occasions, had said that He would rise 
again on the third day (John 2:19; Luke 18:33; Matthew 20:19; etc.), He 
would have been proved to be a false prophet if His body had remained 
dead in the tomb. The enemies of Christ seemed to remember His 
words of prophecy better than His disciples did. The chief priests and 
Pharisees had arranged with Pilate to have the sepulchre kept under 
guard until the third day (Matthew 27:62–66). If Christ had not risen 
from the dead, everything He ever preached and taught concerning our 
Christian faith and life would be made doubtful and unsure. But in that 
Jesus did rise again on the third day, as He had foretold, He proved 
Himself to be a true Prophet and confirmed all of His teachings. 
Accordingly, we can and should confidently believe everything that He 
tells us in His Holy Word and be assured that our faith is based on the 
truth, God’s Word is Truth (John 17:17b). Since Christ is raised, our 
faith is not vain (I Corinthians 15:17). 
 
In the Scriptures we learn that it was on account of our transgressions, 
that the Lord Jesus was delivered into the hands of wicked men who 
shamefully entreated Him—mocking Him, spitting on Him, punching 
and slapping Him, scourging Him, crowning Him with thorns, and 
nailing Him to the cross. God even delivered His Son to suffer the 
unimaginable torments of hell as the Substitute for sinful mankind. Jesus 
bore all of this in order to redeem the world, to purchase forgiveness for 
all sinners, to appease the wrath of God and satisfy His justice. 
 
But how can we be sure that this sacrifice, this payment for sin, was 
fully sufficient and accepted by God for the justification of the world? 
The Scriptures record the assuring words: “[Jesus our Lord] was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification 
[forgiveness]” (Romans 4:25). If Christ had remained dead, it would 
have meant that He had failed in His efforts to redeem fallen mankind. 
We would then have no Savior in whom we could place our trust for the 
forgiveness of our sins; we would be of all men most miserable (I 
Corinthians 15:17–19). However, since God did raise Jesus up from the 
dead, it is certain that He did accept His work of redemption as being 
the all-sufficient ransom for the reconciliation of the world, and that, for 
Christ’s sake, the sins of all people have been forgiven (II Corinthians 
5:19). Full and complete pardon of our transgressions was earned for us 
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by Christ through His perfect life, suffering, and death. This glorious 
justification of the sinner was declared by God the Father through the 
resurrection of His Son; and it is received by us through God-wrought 
faith alone, apart from any deeds of the Law. 
 
The Bible says: “Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive” (I Corinthians 15:20–22). Even 
though the bodies of all the dead, believers and unbelievers, will be 
raised again on the Last Day (John 5:28–29), only those who die in 
Christ, the true believers, will be raised to eternal life. Jesus told 
Martha: “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in Me shall never die” (John 11:25–26). So then all those who 
have died believing in Jesus as their only Savior from sin will, “at the last 
trump” (I Corinthians 15:52), have their bodies raised incorruptible to 
everlasting life in heaven. And all of us who are now living and trusting 
in Christ have no need to fear temporal death, for it is really our passage 
into eternal life, joy, and happiness. In Christ we have been saved from 
eternal death in hell. His resurrection assures us of our resurrection on the 
Last Day. “Because I live, ye shall live also.” (John 14:19b) 
 
The doctrine of Christ’s physical, bodily resurrection from the dead 
dare never be considered a mere footnote in the historical record of the 
Scriptures. It may never be doubted; and its importance must ever be 
emphasized as Scripture itself declares. Rather, the fact that Jesus did 
indeed rise from the dead on that first Easter morning should give us 
Christians lasting joy and comfort—remembering that this wonderful 
event definitely proves that Jesus is the Son of God, that His teachings 
are true, that His work of redemption has been accepted by God for our 
forgiveness, and that we shall also be raised to eternal life when He 
comes to judge the world on the Last Day. 

—P. E. B. 
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The Forty Days between Christ’s 
Resurrection and Ascension 

 
After laying down His life for the sins of the world and rising again 
from the dead on the third day, Jesus “Showed himself alive after his 
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).  
Christ’s appearances to His disciples for forty days after His 
resurrection were unlike anything they had ever known.  They had 
walked with Jesus during the days of his earthly sojourn, but after the 
resurrection He was different!  He did not associate with His disciples 
as He did in the days of His flesh, for He was no longer in His state of 
humiliation, of poverty, suffering, and death; His descent into hell 
began His exaltation, having conquered sin, death, and Satan.  At His 
ascension, the crowning act of His victory over sin, God the Father 
would “set him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above 
all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come” (Ephesians 1:20-21).  He reigns today at the right hand of God in 
majesty and power in unending glory and dominion.  For forty days, the 
disciples were witnesses of the exalted Christ, and our Lord used this 
time to prepare them for what was ahead. What did Jesus accomplish 
during the forty days between His resurrection and ascension?   
 
Jesus confirmed His disciples’ faith in His Resurrection. Jesus 
regularly appeared to His disciples throughout the forty days to 
establish their faith in Him. The Scriptures do not give us a 
tremendous amount of information concerning this period of time.  
John reveals that, on the evening of Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples, 
for fear of the Jews, were gathered together in secret with the doors 
shut when He suddenly appeared among them. “Being the first day of 
the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and 
saith unto them, Peace be unto you” (John 20:19).  Luke also recounts 
the time when Jesus joined two of His disciples as they traveled on the 
road to Emmaus.  As they walked along Jesus drew near and walked 
with them, but they were unable to recognize Him. Later, as they sat 
at dinner, “He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to 
them.  And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and He 
vanished out of their sight” (Luke 24:30-31).  Realizing what had just 
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happened, they immediately returned to Jerusalem to tell their story to 
the eleven disciples. 
 
As they related how they had recognized Jesus in the breaking of the 
bread, He suddenly appeared among them. This time He invited 
everyone in the room to examine His hands and feet and even touch 
Him to be convinced that He was truly present. “Behold My hands and 
My feet, that it is I Myself.  Handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.   And when He had thus spoken, He 
showed them His hands and His feet” (Luke 24:39).  Jesus even ate 
some food in their presence, not out of necessity, but for the 
strengthening of their faith.  Christ now possessed a glorified body 
which, Paul reveals, is the prototype of our future resurrection in glory.  
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of 
them that slept” (I Corinthians 15:20).  Why was it so important for 
Jesus to convince the disciples of His resurrection? If He had NOT risen 
from the dead, their faith would have been in vain; and their preaching as 
His apostles would have been a meaningless fraud.  But within ten days 
of His ascension into heaven, they were transformed from weak and 
cowardly men into bold fearless confessors of Christ, willing to lay down 
their lives rather than deny Christ’s resurrection.  Nothing but the 
working of God’s Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost can explain such a 
phenomenal change in their lives, as He confirmed in them the 
confidence that Jesus actually had risen  from the dead.  
 
The doctrine of Christ’s bodily resurrection is an essential part of our 
Christian faith; without it our faith too  is worthless. “And if Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain” “And 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (I 
Corinthians 15:15,17).  The Apostles were eyewitnesses of Christ’s 
resurrection along with others, some of whom were still alive when 
Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians was written.  Paul revealed, that 
after His resurrection, Christ “was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve.  
After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of 
whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen 
asleep” (I Corinthians 15:5-6).  How thankful we all should be that the 
Gospel was revealed to us through the witness of the Apostles as 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures.  
 
Jesus spoke to His disciples concerning the Kingdom of God. During 
the forty days leading up to His ascension, Jesus spoke to His disciples 
concerning the Kingdom of God.  As He walked with the two disciples 
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on the road to Emmaus, He talked with them about His divine person, 
His work, His sufferings, and His glory as the Christ. “‘O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?’  And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all 
the scriptures the things concerning Himself”  (Luke 24:25-27).  Man is 
able to understand Divine truth only through God’s Word, the light of 
the Holy Spirit shining in his heart and mind (Psalm 119:104-105); and 
Luke reveals that Jesus opened the understanding of His disciples 
regarding  what the Scriptures had already clearly testified concerning 
Him.  “And He said unto them, ‘These are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning Me.’  Then opened He their understanding, that 
they might understand the Scriptures” (vv. 44-45).  
 
When Jesus ascended into heaven, He promised to send His disciples 
“another Comforter,” who would abide with them forever (John 14:16).  
He said that the Holy Spirit would “teach [them] all things, and bring 
all things to [their] remembrance, whatsoever [He had] said unto 
[them]” (John 14:26b).  This divine Comforter and Teacher sent from 
Heaven would guide them into all truth (John 16:13), inspire the 
Scriptures of the New Testament, and enable the believers of all times 
to make disciples of all nations through their faithful ministration of His 
saving means of grace.  He would empower the Apostles through the 
revealed Word of God, and their work in the Church would be the 
ministry of His Word:  “But we will give ourselves continually to 
prayer, and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4).  For Jesus had 
commanded them: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 
28:19-20).  As we celebrate the Easter season, may God grant us 
renewed faith and joy in Jesus’ resurrection through His precious Word, 
and strengthen us to be faithful witnesses unto Him, even unto the end 
(Revelation 2:10).  Amen.   

—R.A.M. 
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Concordia Theological Seminary  
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
  
 
 
 

Training well-prepared and faithful pastors for the future  
Contact:  The Rev. Ross A. Mahan at 2175 Pioneer Drive, Jackson, MI 49201 

E-mail: rmahan@acd.net 

 

• Orthodox Confessional Position 
• Individualized Instruction   
• Complete Traditional Curriculum        
• Customized student accommodations 
• Flexible class schedules   
• Urban, suburban and rural campuses 

• All our instructors are in the pastoral ministry 
• Local parish internships starting the first year  
• Theological libraries on all our regional     
• Student Aid Fund helps reduce living costs   
• Geographically diverse locales broaden 
      students’ experiences  
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The Signs of the Times 
Our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, asks, 

“Can ye not discern the signs of the times?” 
—Matthew 16:3 

Contemporary “Christian” Music? 
 
With few exceptions, Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) is either 
doctrinally shallow, vague, or entirely unscriptural. I became convinced 
of this when I was doing research for my book Contemporary Christian 
Music Under the Spotlight and studied the lyrics to hundreds of CCM 
songs.  The CCM Song of the Decade for the 1990s was “Big House” 
by Audio Adrenaline. Note the following words: “I don’t know if you 
got some shelter? Say a place to hide?  I don’t know if you live with 
friends/ In whom you can confide/ I don’t know if you got a family/ 
Say a mom or dad/ I don’t know if you feel love at all/ But I bet you 
wish you had/ Come and go with me/ To my fathers house…It’s a big 
big house/ With lots and lots of Room/A big big table/ With lots and 
lots of food/ A big big yard/ Where we can play football…
Ibidibideebop bop bow whew! Yeah!”  How shallow!  How vague and 
frivolous the serious things of God have become!  Audio Adrenaline 
invites its hearers to come to a big house.  What is this house?  Whose 
house?  You say I need “a place to hide.”  Hide from what?  If you are 
claiming that the “big house” is heaven, upon what authority do you say 
that they play football there?  Did you have a vision?  And if for some 
reason I decide to go to this mysterious big house where they play 
football, how do I get there?  There is absolutely no gospel here, my 
friends, and you cannot go to God’s House apart from the gospel.  This 
is mere “feel good” New Age religiosity into which every listener can 
pour his own philosophy, and it is typical of the field of Contemporary 
Christian Music.  Yea, it was the CCM Song of the Decade!  (David W. 
Cloud, quoted in Christian News, January 12, 2004.) 
 
Compare such worthless drivel to the sound Scriptural hymns 
which we, by God’s grace, are privileged to sing in our 
congregations!  Not only does our hymnnal contain appropriate 
hymns for the church year (Christmas, Lent, Easter, etc.), but also 
fine Christian hymns of praise, comfort, etc.  Look carefully at 
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these hymns, and you will see that they are not the result of 
an attempt to tie together religion and popular worldly music 
but set forth the Biblical teachings of salvation by faith in the 
Savior, who loved us and gave Himself for us.  Scriptural 
hymns are rapidly becoming a thing of the past in these last 
evil days of the world.  The churches, including many so-
called Lutheran churches, having surrendered to false 
teachings, are also rapidly yielding to the ways of the world 
with their music!  Let us thank our dear heavenly Father 
for our Christian heritage of music and cherish the hymns 
of The Lutheran Hymnal which are solidly based on the 
doctrines of Holy Scripture, “in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs singing with grace in [our] hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 3:16). 
 

“Unity” at any cost? 
 
The Episcopal bishop of Virginia has told his diocese’s annual 
meeting that it’s better to live with heresy than split the 
denomination over homosexuality.  Peter James Lee is one of 
sixty Episcopal bishops who voted last summer to approve the 
appointment of V. Gene Robinson, the denomination’s first 
openly homosexual bishop. Since then, Lee has been fighting 
moves by more conservative congregations in the Virginia 
diocese that have taken a stand against the biblical compromise.  
In his speech to the 700 delegates on Saturday, Lee said, “If you 
must make a choice between heresy and schism, always choose 
heresy.”  But in an effort to avoid schism, the convention 
delegates passed a resolution to set up what they are calling a 
“reconciliation commission” to examine ways of maintaining 
unity.  According to The Washington Post, one of the key leaders 
of the conservative faction, Martyn Minns, voted in favor of the 
commission.  “The status quo prevailed,” Minns told The Post, 
adding that while the vote “showed a general desire to move 
forward without dividing,” any resolution to the crisis “may mean 
structural changes.” …Writing in the January 2004 issue of the 
Virginia Episcopalian newsletter, Lee says, “New Hampshire has 
a different view of people involved in committed, same-sex 
partnerships.  My decision to consent showed respect for the 
choice New Hampshire made, a sign that historically we have 
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honored differences in the Episcopal Church.  The Robinson 
controversy is another chapter in a debate on the place of gay and 
lesbian people in our church that has been going on in public for at 
least thirty years.” 
 
The above is the talk of the unionist who declares, “we agree to 
disagree.”  This is the poisonous cup out of which so many 
denominations have been drinking until the whole body of their 
teaching has become contaminated.  Just look at the above 
example!  There was a time when the Episcopal Church lay 
claim to the Thirty-Nine Articles, which were even printed in 
their Book of Common Prayer.  And in Article XX, Of the 
Authority of the Church, it is specifically stated that “it is not 
lawful for the Church to ordain any thing that is contrary to 
God’s Word.”   But those days are gone!  The Thirty-Nine 
Articles have been replaced with the smooth double-talk of  
those who are puffed up with their own knowledge (1 Timothy 
6:3-4).  The Apostle warns that “a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump” (Galatians 5:9).  If the error is not exposed and 
combatted, then it is merely a matter of time until it permeates 
the rest of the teachings.  Failure to remove the false teaching 
means that the sincere Christian, if he earnestly desires to abide 
by God’s Word and truly values the welfare of his soul, has only 
one God-pleasing alternative: He must come out from among 
them and separate himself (II Corinthians 6:17), lest he be a 
partaker of other men’s sins (I Timothy 5:22)!   This is what 
God’s Word teaches!  “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them” (Romans 16:17).  The Lord 
Jesus warns us against the false teachers who seek to change His 
pure Word:  “Beware of false prophets, which eome to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves” (Matthew 7:15).  The Lord and Savior of the Church 
insists “that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10), “that 
ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:6).  
 

______________________________ 
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“Ubuntu”? 
 
Kevin Maly, a gay Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
(ELCA) pastor from Denver who is on the ELCA Task Force on 
Homosexuality, was a workshop leader at the Lutheran Youth 
Organization (LYO) convention in Atlanta, July 2003.  Erin Clark, 
also pro-gay and on the Task Force on Homosexuality, led the 
workshop.  Bob Gibeling, Program Director for the GLBT caucus, 
Lutherans Concerned/North America, attended the workshop and 
participated in the discussion.  No opposing views were part of the 
presentation!  After the pro-gay session with ELCA leaders, the 
LYO passed a resolution that it supports the blessings of same-sex 
unions and the ordination of non-celibate individuals in committed 
relationships of all sexual orientations.  Is this one-sided program 
an accident?  No.  Jim Childs, Director of the Task Force on 
Homosexuality, reported how his Task Force assisted in planning 
this program (Pre-Assembly Report, V, p. 4).  Parents send their 
kids to Youth Gatherings, hoping to nurture their faith.  But the 
message of the 2003 ELCA Youth Gathering in Atlanta, Georgia, 
was “Do life! Ubuntu!”  “Ubuntu” is a Zulu word which conveys a 
primitive innocence and utopian vision of communal life….  Who 
did ELCA leaders choose to be the Bible study leader?  Barbara 
Lundblad, one of ELCA’s most prominent lesbians and promoters 
of the GLBT (Gay,Lesbian, Bisexual, Transsexual) agenda….  
Subtly these kids learn from the church to devalue the importance 
of male/female complementarity and the importance of mom and 
dad homes.  Why send kids to a gathering where “Ubuntu” is 
central, rather than the cross and God’s Word as law and gospel?  
(From the July-September 2003, Lutheran Commentator, quoted in 
Christian News, November 3, 2003.) 
 
According to the Christian News, the Lutheran Commentator is 
published by some conservatives in the ELCA who take strong 
exception to the false teachings within their church body.  
Unfortunately, however, their actions thus far have mainly 
been expressed with words and not with deeds by severing their 
ties with the ELCA on the basis of Romans 16:17.  One by one 
we observe the churches yielding to the demands of those who 
are turning our country into a veritable Sodom and Gomorrah.  
It is difficult to understand how those parents who are 
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genuinely interested in bringing up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4) could possibly send 
them to be indoctrinated by those who flaunt a lifestyle which is 
an abomination in the sight of God (See Genesis 19; Romans 
1:24-27; I Corinthians 6: 9-10; I Timothy 1:10; Jude 7.)  It is a 
fact that the homosexual activists seek to advance their cause at 
all costs in our country.  They are rapidly accomplishing this by 
means of television, movies, public schools, colleges, the work-
places, governmental agencies, etc.  Without any shame or guilt, 
they push forward their agenda even in the churches.  Following 
their father, the devil, and the lusts of their father (John 8:44), 
they brazenly criticize anyone who dares to oppose their 
blasphemous speech and wicked life-style with the Word of 
God!  May our dear heavenly Father have mercy upon our 
country for Jesus’ sake! 
 

 —M.L.N. 

Now is Christ risen from the dead! 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg 
 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 For the time and location of services, contact: 
 THE REV. ROMAN G. SCHURGANOFF, Pastor 
 P. O. Box 27 
 620039 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 E-mail:  romansh@mail.ur.ru 
 
 Faith Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 Highway N 
 Stover, MO 65078 
 For the time of worship services, please 
    contact Stephen Richter at (314) 376-3221. 
 THE REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Vacancy Pastor 
 233 North Cuyler Avenue 
   Oak Park, IL 60302 (708) 386-4145 
 E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 
 
 St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 
   Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
 Worship Service ........................5:45 p.m. 
 Sunday School & Bible Class ..7:00 p.m. 
 THE REV. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
 E-mail:  p.bloedel@comcast.net 
 
 Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
 Oak Park, IL 60302 
   Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
 Sunday School & Bible Class ... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship Service ......................  10:15 a.m. 
 THE REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
 233 North Cuyler Avenue 
   Oak Park, IL 60302 (708) 386-4145 
 E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 



 

 

       66 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

Church Directory 
___________________ 

 
FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203    Telephone:  (517) 787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201  (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@acd.net 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730  Telephone: (520) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 
HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5605 Windsong Drive 
Windcrest, TX 78239 Telephone: (210) 650-9053 
Worship Service ............................... 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. E. R. STALLINGS, Pastor 
110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, TX 78218 (210) 656-2125 
E-mail:  hselc@sbcglobal.net 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in Anaheim, California.  
Please call the Pastor for further information. 
 
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
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The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913  (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  peace@concordialutheranconf.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Ramada  Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355 Telephone: (541) 258-8212 
Sunday School & Bible Class ...... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355 (541) 258-2941 
E-mail:  m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
 
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178 Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118 (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 11:15 a.m. 
The Rev. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279       (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 
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53rd Annual Convention 

of the  

Concordia Lutheran Conference 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

June 25, 26 and 27, 2004 

at 
 Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church, 

Seattle, Washington 
 

Motto: 
“By the Grace of God I am what I am.” 

I Corinthians 15:10 
 

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor Robert J. Lietz 

“The Saving Grace of God” 
 

The Historical Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor David T. Mensing 

 
The Sunday Sermon will be preached by 

Pastor Paul E. Bloedel 
Text: Ephesians 2:8-10 

 
Pastoral Conference on June 22-23 

Board of Directors Meeting on June 24 
 

 


