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“Jesus, I will ponder now, on Thy holy Passion. ” —TLH 140, 1
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Well, then, what about our observance of Lenfl Did not this custom 
originate in the Roman Church of the Middle Ages? Not really. Ac
cording to Luther D. Reed, “The idea took root in the early church. 
Irenaeus and Turtullian both refer to it.” (Reed, Luther D., Worship, p. 
42.) We acknowledge, however, that the observance of Ash Wednes
day, with its ashes and obligatory fasting, did begin in or around the 
early seventh century. Nevertheless, as did Luther, we have stripped 
our Lent (including Ash Wednesday) of all Romish foolishness. For us, 
the forty days’ observance of Lent is merely a custom, and the forty 
days of the season are, in fact, no holier than any other day which the 
Lord hath made. Moreover, we do not burden our people with enforced 
fasting or any other legalisms of work-righteousness. Rather, we ob
serve Lent as a wonderful season of special meditation on the Great 
Passion (the suffering and death) of our Lord Jesus Christ. But, are we

When we Lutherans observe the season of the Church Year called Lent, 
many, especially among the Reformed bodies, are all the more con
vinced that we Lutherans are still very “Catholic” (as in “Roman Catho
lic”). “Indeed,” they say, “look at the Lutherans with their altars, can
dles, robes, and liturgical services!” Sadly, while many Lutheran bod
ies, due to their all-embracing ecumenicity and rampant liberalism, are 
probably very “Catholic,” not only in externals but also in doctrine and 
practice, true orthodox Lutherans, those who have continued in the 
sound Biblical profession of Luther and the Lutheran Confessions, are 
anything but “Catholic.” Come and hear a sermon in an orthodox Lu
theran church, and you will immediately see that real Lutherans are 
simply not even close to Roman Catholicism. We still stand with Lu
ther on Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia, and Sola Fide. We believe, teach 
and confess that we are saved or justified by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ without the deeds of the Law. (Romans 3:28; Galatians 
2:16). We do not pray to Mary or to other “saints,” honor the Pope, 
assess works of penance, nor hold to seven Sacraments (there are only 
two —Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.)
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Thus, we sincerely urge our readers to put aside all false doctrine and prac
tice, and to come and join us as we ponder anew our Savior’s Passion!

not to do that all the time? Of course, but our specially scheduled 
Lenten services are set aside to meditate upon those passages of Scrip
ture which specifically set forth the path of our Savior from the Upper 
Room to Gethsemane to Calvary and finally to the empty tomb of 
Easter. Having these blessed events rehearsed in our hearts and minds 
is most certainly edifying to one’s faith!

“Jesus, I will ponder now on Thy holy Passion; 
With Thy Spirit me endow for such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith may the image cherish 
Of Thy suffering, pain, and death, that I may not perish;

What is more, we ponder in particular the Scripture doctrine of the vi
carious satisfaction of Christ, that is, on His satisfying for us, in our 
stead, the Father’s offended justice due to our sins. We ponder anew the 
glorious fact that “He [the Father] hath made Him [Christ] who knew no 
sin to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him” (II Corinthians 5:21). In short, we contemplate the very heart of 
the Gospel, namely, that Christ “was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 3:5). Thus, the 
focus of our services is on the Christ for us, and not the Christ in us. 
Indeed, what is faith but personal trust and confidence in what Christ did 
outside of us in the stead of all sinful mankind. Yes, this is the heart of 
the Gospel, “to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them” (II Corinthians 5:19). 
Thus, as any individual sinner, that is, as each of us sees his own sins 
and is grieved by them, what a comfort for him that he can look to the 
wounds of Christ crucified and thereby know of a certainty that his very 
own sins and guilt have been paid for and forgiven. Is that not worth 
special pondering? What a tremendous custom is our un-catholicized 
Lenten observance! [And by the way, while all our hymns are fine pres
entations of Bible doctrine, our Lenten hymns are absolute gems!]
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JXgssianic ^Prophecies fulfilled 
in Our gavior s ^Passion

“All this was done, that the scriptures 
of the prophets might be fulfilled. ” —Matthew 26:56

And then we have the numerous Old Testament prophecies that 
were fulfilled during the time of the Savior’s great passion, His suffer
ing and death. If many had not believed before, surely these numerous 
fulfillments of divine prophecy should have been the “clincher”. Cer
tainly one would think that vast hordes of people, knowing the Old Tes
tament prophecies as they did, would believe that Jesus of Nazareth was 
“the Christ, the Son of God” (Matthew 26:63). That did not happen! 
Why? Because so many of the people, including Jesus’ own disciples, 
were “slow to believe all that the prophets [had] spoken ” (Luke 24 :25). 
Thus they remained “willingly ignorant” of their own Messiah’s arrival 
on the scene to be their Redeemer, their Savior, their King. But some

We have ever marveled at the fact that the vast majority of Jews in 
Christ’s day, that is, while He sojourned here on earth, were not able to 
recognize Him as the Son of God. The circumstances of His birth were 
extraordinary, and specific prophecies of the Scriptures were fulfilled to 
the letter. In fact, miracles were manifested in His nativity, not the least 
of which was that He was bom of a virgin mother. Would not such 
miracles have led many to believe that He was the long-promised Mes
siah? Perhaps, but only a very few knew about those things; and the 
fulness of the time had not yet come for Him to be manifested, as when 
He embarked upon His public ministry. Jesus was a perfectly sinless 
person who never once transgressed God’s Law; and not even His ene
mies were able to convict Him of even one sin. Surely that fact would 
have led many to believe that He was the Messiah. But no; it only 
made them envious of Him. In His public ministry, Jesus performed 
many miracles, the very miracles foretold of Him by the Prophet Isaiah, 
including raising people from the dead. That should have convinced 
many, but it didn’t.
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of the clearest prophecies (and their clear fulfillment in Christ Jesus) 
were still to come.

There were more than twenty specific prophecies that were fulfilled 
during the Savior’s Passion, His days of suffering and dying to atone 
for our sins. We shall consider some of the most notable ones. For in
stance, Isaiah, more than seven-hundred years before Christ’s birth on 
earth, had prophesied, "He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He 
opened not His mouth: He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His 
mouth" (Isaiah 53:7). Then, in the New Testament, Matthew sets down 
the following record of Jesus’ interrogation before the Jewish Sanhed
rin: "And the high priest arose and said unto Him, ‘Answereth thou 
nothing? What is it which these witness against thee? ’ But Jesus held 
His peace. And the high priest answered and said unto Him, 7 adjure 
thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the 
Son of God'" (Matthew 26:62-63). In this fulfillment of a prophecy, we 
have an example of Christ’s active obedience to God’s plan of salvation. 
Ordinarily, someone who is accused of committing a crime would speak 
up in his defense, unless he had been advised by legal counsel to remain 
silent. The Savior had been given no such counsel. But He knew God 
the Father’s plan of salvation; He knew Isaiah’s prophecy, being the 
omniscient God Himself; so He remained silent, fulfilling the prophecy 
and proving that He was "the Christ, the Son of God. ”

Another prophecy of Isaiah from his 53rd chapter states: 
“Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall di
vide the spoil with the strong: because He hath poured out His soul 
unto death: and He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare 
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 
53:12). The New Testament fulfillment of this prophecy is again re
corded in Matthew’s Gospel in these words, “Then were there two 
thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the 
left" (Matthew 27:38ff). Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
He died for all mankind. At first, the thieves with whom the Savior was 
crucified mocked Him, together with the crowd that had gathered be
neath the cross. But, in due time, one of the thieves had a change of 
heart by the operation of the Holy Spirit, who converted him from an 
impenitent, hardened criminal to a humble penitent sinner. He asked 
that Christ would remember him when He came into His kingdom of 
heaven (Luke 23:42,43). And the Savior answered that that very day he 
would be with Him in paradise. Who else but God would be able to
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How necessary were these fulfillments of divine prophecy (of 
which we have examined only a few)? They not only prove that God’s 
Word is the Truth and has perfect integrity from the first page to the 
last; but they also prove that Jesus of Nazareth, in whom, and ONLY in 
whom, every Messianic prophecy was fulfilled to the letter, IS the long- 
promised Messiah, “the Christ, the Son of God, ” and the only Savior of 
lost mankind.

grant such saving grace to a poor sinner that He would take him to 
heaven “without the deeds of the Law” (Romans 3:28). Jesus of Naz
areth was “the Christ, the Son of God. ”

The reason why so many of the people of Jesus’ day did not believe 
that He was “the Christ, the Son of God” was because their fleshly 
hearts were filled with doubt and unbelief. Like Jesus’ own disciples, 
they were “fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken” (Luke 24:25). They rejected the testimony of Moses and the 
Prophets, their own Sacred Scriptures, which St. Paul told Timothy 
“are able to make [men] wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus” (11 Timothy 3:15). And the same conditions prevail in 
the world today. Those who regard the Bible as the word of men and a 
collection of human writings that just happen to coincide with events in 
Jesus’ life, will never be convinced that He is the Son of God and the 
Savior of the world. As Jesus told the Jews concerning the prophecies 
of the Old Testament, “Hadye believed Moses, ye would have believed

In Psalm 22:16 are recorded these words: “For dogs have com
passed Me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed Me: they pierced 
My hands and My feet. ” In the New Testament John recorded the ful
fillment of this prophecy with these words, “Then saith He to Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands: and reach hither thy 
hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believ
ing” (John 20:27). After His resurrection from the grave, the Savior 
appeared to the disciples who were gathered together in a room, hiding 
out from the Jews. The now exalted Savior, still in possession of His 
truly human but glorified body, passed through their locked doors and 
suddenly stood before them. Who else but God could have done that? 
Then there were the wounds still visible on the hands and in the side of 
Jesus. These were further evidences that the One who stood before the 
disciples was the One who had been crucified in fulfillment of the 
Psalmist’s words and had died on the cross, Jesus of Nazareth, “the 
Christ, the Son of God. ”



—D. G. R.
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By God’s grace, we Christians do not have to be “tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ” (Ephesians 
4:14) for in the Holy Scriptures “we have a more sure word of proph
ecy” (II Peter 1:19) on which we can absolutely rely for the truth that 
makes and keeps us free from doubt and error, not only about all things 
for our faith and life, but especially regarding the person and work of 
our dear Savior.

Me; for he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye 
believe My words? ” (John 5:46-47).
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As we in spirit stand in the shadows there in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
we see Peter, James and John huddled together, keeping watch with Je
sus, trying to stay awake (for it was the middle of the night on Maundy 
Thursday, “the same night in -which He -was betrayed”). And, at the 
Savior’s urgent bidding, they were trying to concentrate on praying that, 
in the coming hours, they would not be led into temptation. But though 
the New Man in them was certainly “willing” not only to watch with 
Jesus but also to pray, their “flesh [was] weak;” and they kept dozing 
off, again and again, as if they were not really aware of the imminent 
danger, both to themselves and to Jesus, that lay before them.

“O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; 
nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” — Matthew 26:39

We also see Jesus, all alone, a little way off, already suffering extreme 
agony of body and soul, facing the prospect of a cruel and horrible 
death, and engaged in fervent prayer. Yes, here was Jesus, at one and 
the same time “TRUE God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also TRUE MAN, born of the virgin Mary” [Luther]. The Evangelist 
Luke tells us (22:4Iff) that “He was withdrawn from them about a 
stone*s cast; and He kneeled down, and prayed, saying. Father, if Thou 
be willing, remove this cup from Me. ’” What an odd picture, consider
ing who Jesus is! After all, here is the very Son of God, the King of 
kings and Lord of all lords, on His knees—in prayer—begging! — 
begging His heavenly Father to remove from Him a “cup” —the ancient 
symbol of a bitter prospect, of a cruel fate, of a sad, unbearable experi
ence that lay ahead— like a cup of bitter, burning poison that a person 
might be forced to swallow as a cruel punishment! What could possibly 
be so horrible to look forward to for the almighty, holy, sinless Son of 
God?? What was His Father handing Him in that cup which made Him 
so fearful, so apprehensive, so terrified and so distraught??
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The Bible says: "He hath made Him who knew no sin TO BE SIN for 
US. ” It was part and parcel of the eternal plan of redemption that God 
the Father would make His only-begotten, holy Son into a kind of 
“scapegoat” for sinners. To that end, He would cause Him to become 
incarnate (that is, to become flesh and blood and to take a truly human 
nature into His Godhead so that He could be "made under the Law” 
and be subject to suffering and to death, as we are). He would then 
load Him down with the sins of the world and make Jesus guilty of 
sin, even though He had never committed a single one! And finally, He 
would punish Jesus— He would pour out the full wrath and vengeance 
of His holy justice against His own holy Son, making Him bear in His 
sinless soul and body "the wages of sin”—"death ”\ On the basis of 
Scripture, we recognize death as SEPARATION! Spiritual death is sepa
ration of the soul from God in this present life by reason of the guilt of 
sin which man brought upon himself and because of which man is 
God’s enemy! Temporal death is separation of the soul from the body 
—the tearing asunder of the human being, something God never in
tended to happen when He made man in the beginning, the horrible re- 
suit of sin which man willingly, wantonly brought upon himself by his 
disobedience of God’s law! And eternal death is the permanent separa
tion of both soul and body from God in the excruciating fires of hell— 
death without letup, punishment without end!

"The fear of death, ” the writer to the Hebrews tells us, is what makes 
poor sinners "all their lifetime subject to bondage” —slaves to the 
prospect of having our lives cut short, terrified of dying, feeling the 
anguish of guilt, and anticipating its horrible consequences! And, al
though Jesus Himself was "without sin, ” yet He was made to suffer 
the guilt of sin, something completely foreign to His nature as true 
God, and even to His sinless human nature, to bear a guilty con
science before God and the prospect of His just anger!! And Jesus’ 
true human nature shrank back in horror from the prospect of such 
punishment!! “Please!” He cried. “Do I really have to go through all 
of this to redeem the world from sin??” Oh, He knew it well; but in 
His State of Humiliation, He did not always and fully make use of the 
divine attributes communicated to His human nature —including His 
perfect knowledge of all things. Yet he humbly subjected His human 
will to the will of His dear Father, saying: "Nevertheless, ” that is, in 
spite of the fact that I’m dreading the consequences of the guilt I’m 
bearing, in spite of the fact that, as a true human being, I’m not only 
consumed with guilt but am scared to death (Matthew 26:38) of what 
is coming, nevertheless, “Thine be done” —the will with which I, as
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The answer to His prayer? “And there appeared an angel unto Him 
from heaven, strengthening Him. ” The cup wasn’t removed— and 
thank God it wasn’t!! And the Savior was to humble Himself even 
more by accepting help and strength from one of His own creatures!! 
The Father had answered Him by giving Him the strength, the fortitude of 
both His human soul and His human body, to bear the guilt, to endure the 
agony, to face the mockery, to experience temporal death, and to suffer 
the pains of Hell!

And with that strength from above, Jesus battled the temptations of the 
devil all the more fiercely, He suffered more intensely, He anguished 
more profoundly over the guilt He was bearing!! “And being in an ag
ony, He prayed more earnestly! And His sweat was, as it were, great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground! ” —“Surely He hath borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows, ” Isaiah wrote of Jesus in the 53rd chapter 
of his prophecy! The misery of His guilt had so overflowed His sinless 
human soul that it manifested itself in the agony of His human body!!

true God, am completely in agreement from eternity already, wanting 
to be the Savior of mankind!

Ye who think of sin but lightly, 
nor suppose the evil great, 
here may view its nature rightly, 
here its guilt may estimate! 
Mark the sacrifice appointed! 
See who bears the awful load! 
Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, 
Son of Man and Son of God! (TLH, 153,3)

It was your guilt He was bearing! And it was mine! ...multiplied by 
the guilt of the millions and countless billions of sinners whose griefs 
and sorrows had been heaped upon His sinless soul! That’s what He 
was suffering! That’s the GUILT He was bearing! Oh, if anything at all 
should bring us to our own knees in humble sorrow over our many sins 
and shames, surely the picture of this suffering Savior must do it, His 
gracious love constraining us!

But why did HE have to bear it? Why Jesus, the sinless Son of God?? 
Why was the “cup of suffering" not withdrawn from Him, to spare Him 
all that agony and bloody sweat? Oh, my dearly-beloved fellow sin
ners, there’s the mystery of Gethsemane! Therein lies the reason for



—D. T. M.

“Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His 
glory?” Jesus asked His disciples in retrospect after He was risen from 
the dead. Wasn’t it worth it?? My dear readers, “Christ was delivered 
for OUR OFFENSES!” “For the transgressions of [His] people was He 
stricken!” He took upon Himself your guilt and mine and suffered all 
our punishment!

Here we rest, in wonder viewing 
all OUR sins on JESUS laid!
Here we see redemption flowing 
from the sacrifice He made!
Lord, in loving contemplation, 
fix our hearts and eyes on THEE, 
Till we taste Thy full salvation 
and Thine unveiled glory see! (TLH 155, 2, 5)

May God grant us all such deep appreciation for the agony of our Sav
ior under the load of our guilt, humble repentance for our many sins 
which caused His bloody sweat, and sincere confidence in the suffi
ciency of His merits to purchase our redemption from His heavenly 
Father, who, for Jesus9 sake, “reconciled the world unto Himself not 
imputing their trespasses unto them!” “Thousand, thousand thanks 
shall be, dearest Jesus, unto Thee!” (TLH 151)

our joy through our tears at witnessing the agony of the dear Lord Je
sus! For the Bible says of the Father’s inscrutable will: “He hath made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin FOR US, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him!” Had Jesus not borne our guilt for us, in 
our place, as our substitute, God would have had to punish us! If Jesus 
had not endured the shame and contempt of every sinner, the world 
would still be condemned! Jesus “took upon Him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men..., ” was “made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law...,” “once suffered for sins, the 
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God! ” That’s why!



41

, T^e Comfort of Christ's 
Vicarious Satisfaction

Is Intended for a[[ Sinners

Since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, all children of Adam are 
justly under the holy wrath of God and fully deserving of temporal and 
eternal punishment (Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 3:19, Galatians 3:10). 
The Law is preached to reveal to sinners this condemnation before God, 
to work terrors of conscience, and thus to reveal their dire and desperate 
need of salvation. Furthermore, we learn from Holy Writ that “no con
science, truly smitten by the Law of God, will find peace unless in 
[God-wrought] faith it puts its sole reliance on the reconciliation which 
has been accomplished by Christ and is proclaimed in the Gos
pel” (Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p.351). This is what 
the season of Lent is ail about. In the words of Dr. Pieper:

And in a footnote (#40) on the same page, he says: “Reconciliation is 
effected by God, not by man. 2 Cor. 5:18 plainly states: 'All things are 
of God, who reconciled us to Himself, etc. ’ ”

Yes, Christ is our Vicar (from the Latin vicarius = one who stands or 
acts in the place of another). He alone has made the atonement (from

Think of it: man is unable to bring about his reconciliation with 
God, and so God Himself accomplished it by surrendering His own 
Son and placing Him under the obligation and curse of the Law. 
God has thus graciously prepared the way for men to exult that they 
are now “justified by His blood,” the blood of Jesus Christ, and 
“are reconciled to God by the death of His Son" (Rom. 5:9-11). 
Yea, through Jesus Christ, by whom they have now received the 
reconciliation, they are to rejoice in God Himself as their gracious 
God (v.l 1) and in the hope of the glory of God (v.2).” (Ibid.)

“He was wounded for OUR transgressions; He was bruised for 
OUR iniquities; the chastisement of OUR peace was upon HIM; 
and with HIS stripes WE are healed. ” —Isaiah 53:5
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Middle English atonen or at one), meaning, “(a) to make reparation or 
supply satisfaction for some crime or damage, to expiate, and (b) to 
bring persons from a state of enmity to a state of friendliness, to recon
cile. Atonement signifies (a) reparation offered for an offense or an in
jury (satisfaction, German Siihne) and (b) the Christian doctrine of the 
reconciliation of God and man as effected by the saving work of Christ 
(reconciliation, German Versohnung)” {Encyclopedia of the Lutheran 
Church, p. 130).

This is also what Dr. Luther taught, as the Encyclopedia of the Lutheran 
Church states:

In the explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism we find this definition: 
“As my Substitute Christ has atoned, or made satisfaction, for my sins 
by paying the penalty of my guilt. (Vicarious Atonement).” {Synodical 
Catechism [1943 Ed.], Q/A 146, p. 114.)

The doctrine of reconciliation is the center of all theology! The 
wrath of God is an undeniable, terrible reality. God can remain 
God only if, according to His own holy will, He sacrifices His 
Son. In Christ God’s righteousness and God’s love are balanced, 
harmonized, united. The cross reveals God’s truthfulness. Luther 
refuses to discuss the question why God did not choose some other 
method of reconciliation: “God knows better than I.” Sending His 
Son to overcome the wrath of God is the strongest proof of the lov
ing will of the Father. The sinner now no longer needs to live with
out God’s love. Christ, who bore the sin of the world, changes the 
face of the angry Judge into that of the merciful Father. Christ’s 
obedience is the basis for the sinner’s justification in the sight of 
God. This is the reason why Luther’s doctrine of justification is so 
intimately connected with his concept of the work of Christ. The 
emphasis here lies on the words, “For us.” {Op. cit., p. 131).

As Dr. Pieper explains: “The expression vicarious satisfaction is an ec
clesiastical term. It is not found in the Bible, but its meaning —that 
Christ vicariously (in the place of man) rendered to God, who was wroth 
over the sins of man, a satisfaction which changed His wrath into grace 
toward men— fully and adequately expresses what Scripture teaches on 
the redemption which Christ procured.” (Pieper, op. cit. p. 344).
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As Luther himself states: “Why does Christ suffer? ...He is now under
taking this journey in order to carry out His office as Priest; and He in
tends not only to pray for sinners but also to sacrifice His body and life on 
the altar of the cross so that God will be appeased through this sacrifice 
and poor sinners will be freed from the wrath of God and be heirs of eter
nal life” (Ewald Plass, What Luther Says, #521). “I have often said be
fore that faith in God alone is not sufficient, but the price [Koste] must 
also be there... God so loves us as to be willing to pay the price of His 
only, dearest Child. Him He sent into our misery, hell, and death, and let 
Him drain these to the dregs. This is the way to be saved.” (Ibid., #550).

In Article III of the Augsburg Confession it is said that Christ pro
pitiated God’s wrath and reconciled the Father; and in Article IV 
and in Apology IV, 58, all the emphasis is placed on the “Christ for 
us.” Melanchthon speaks of Christ as the treasure with which our 
sins are paid. A man is justified propter Christum, i.e., on the basis 
of Christ’s blessed work (Apology, IV, 117f). It is for this reason 
that the Formula of Concord extols Christ’s active obedience be
cause nothing else but only this obedience can give man reconcilia
tion, justification, and peace with God. (Encyclopedia of the Lu
theran Church, op. cit., p. 131).

Our doctrine is based on the clear passages of Holy Writ. The VICARI
OUS Satisfaction (vicarious atonement) is clearly taught in both 
the Old and New Testaments. In particular consider Isaiah’s 53rd chap
ter, verse 5: “He was wounded for OUR transgressions; He was 
bruised for OUR iniquities; the chastisement of OUR peace was upon 
HIM; and with HIS stripes WE are healed. ” Here we see plainly, as 
clear as the gold of heaven, that “God laid upon Christ, and that Christ 
willingly accepted, the obligation in man’s stead both to keep the Law 
and to bear the punishment the Law exacts of the transgressors (cf. also 
Gal. 4:4-5; Gal. 3:13; 2 Cor.5:14; 1 Peter 3:18)” (Pieper, op. cit., p. 
345). The necessity of this work is laid out just after this verse when 
the Holy Ghost through Isaiah states: “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). The unchanging jus
tice of the holy Lord God demands of every human being an absolute 
holy nature and a perfect moral life in complete conformity to His Law,
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Our dear Savior not only subjected Himself to the Law to keep it for us; 
He also underwent the full retributive and vindictive punishment which

The term vicarious satisfaction reproduces the teaching of Scrip
ture that through Christ’s substitutional obedience and death God’s 
wrath against men was appeased, in other words, His judgment of 
condemnation was set aside. Rom.5:18: "By the righteousness 
[v. 19: obedience] of One the free gift came upon all men unto jus
tification of life." And Rom.5:10: "When we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son. " Luthardt: “A 
change of attitude on the part of God is meant.” 2 Cor. 5:19 fur
nishes additional proof that by the objective reconciliation which 
Christ has effected a change of heart took place, not in men, but in 
God. "Reconciling the world unto Himself’ is defined as "not 
imputing their trespasses unto them. " God reconciled man with 
Himself by not imputing their sins, by forgiving them their sins in 
His heart, that is, causing His wrath over the sins of man to come 
to an end. And this reconciliation took place not by a fiat of His 
power, but through the intervention of Christ as Mediator

Mediator between God and man ”), through the interposition of 
His obedience and suffering (“dy the righteousness of One," "by 
the obedience of One, ” "by the death of His Son," "One died for 
all.’’). {Ibid., p. 346).

the Ten Commandments, pronouncing an everlasting curse of damna
tion in hell on all who fail. This “punishing righteousness” of God is 
not a mere threat but a Divine certainty: "For as many as are of the 
works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them" (Galatians 3:10). Left to himself, the sinner has no 
hope. But God in His grace and mercy rescued sinners—all sinners—in 
Christ: "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree" (Galatians 3:13). In the words of Isaiah 53: "Yet it pleased 
the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief: when thou shalt 
make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall pro
long His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 
He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His 
knowledge shall my righteous Servant justify many; for He shall bear 
their iniquities" (v’s.10-11). As Dr. Pieper puts it so well:
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Christ’s holy and precious ransom-sacrifice had INFINITE VALUE before 
God His Father and fully APPEASED His just and holy wrath once and 
for all forever! As the Apostle John clearly declares: “And he is the 
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world" (I John 2:2). As Dr. Luther states: “Undoubtedly this 
sacrifice, which He completed once for all the world’s sin, suffices until 
the Last Day.” (Plass, op. cit., #551). Also:

Look up John 19:30 and compare it to Hebrews 10:10, 12 and 14. God 
would have us believe that Christ kept the Law for us (Romans 10:4)

If anything is clear from Scripture, it is this fact, that the redemption 
of Christ balanced our account with God. It is a complete settle
ment, complete extensive, for Christ acted for all men; complete 
intensive, for the wrath of God is totally removed, and God re
ceipted the bill against us by raising Christ from the dead. Christ 
was delivered for our offenses, and He was raised again ‘for our 
justification. ” Christ, in the most real sense, took over our debt and 
discharged it in full. (Op. cit., Ill, p. 347).

the ungodly world—all sinners—deserved. Over and over again the 
little word “for” in English, a translation of several different Greek 
prepositions, brings out the fact that Jesus Christ died “in the stead and 
place of’ sinners. (Please read Matthew 20:28; II Corinthians 5:14; and 
I Peter 3:18 for examples.) In I Timothy 2:6 the word “ransom” has a 
preposition attached to it (anti= “in the place of’) to show that Christ 
stands in the place of those ransomed as their ransom (antilutron)'. 
“Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. ” (I 
Timothy 2:6). As Dr. Franz Pieper declares:

By departing with the word “It is finished, ” Christ indicates that 
all Scriptures is fulfilled... Christ’s suffering is the fulfilling of 
Scripture and the completing of the redemption of the human race. 
It is finished. God’s Lamb is slaughtered and sacrificed for the 
world’s sin. The true High Priest has completed His sacrifice. 
God’s Son has given and sacrificed His body and life as a payment 
for sin. Sin is wiped out, God’s wrath is appeased, death is over
come, the kingdom of heaven is won, and heaven is unlocked. 
Everything is fulfilled and finished, and no one need argue that 
something still remains to be fulfilled and perfected. (Ibid.., #566).
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To summarize, we let Dr. Luther’s sermon on Colossians 1:13-14 speak 
volumes:

An eternal and unchangeable sentence of condemnation has been 
passed on sin, for God neither can nor will connive at sin. Thus 
His wrath remains over it eternally and irrevocably. This is the 
reason why this redemption could not be effected without a pay
ment or recompense which would make satisfaction for sin, would 
take the wrath upon itself, assuage it, and so take away and blot 
out sin. No creature could accomplish this. There was no help or 
counsel for it but this: God's only Son had to intervene in our ca
lamity and Himself become man in order to lay this severe and 
eternal wrath upon Himself and give His own body and blood as a 
sacrifice for it. This He did because of His great and immeasur
able mercy and love for us. He gave Himself to bear the sentence 
of eternal wrath and death. This satisfaction and sacrifice is so 
valuable and precious before God because His own beloved Son 
made it, He who is One with Him in the Godhead and Majesty. 
Therefore, thus reconciled, God receives in grace all who believe 
on His Son and forgives them their sins. {Ibid., #5050).

and died that hellish, God-forsaken, blood-ransom death for our sins that 
we might be justified by faith alone in His righteousness and redeeming 
offering. As Dr. Luther comments on Isaiah 53:4, we behold how justifi
cation by faith alone is based on Christ’s vicarious satisfaction'.

This is the article of justification: to believe that Christ died for us, 
as Paul says: Christ was made a curse for us (Gal.3:13). For it is 
not enough to know that Christ suffered, but, as he says here, we 
must also believe that He bore our sicknesses, that He did not suf
fer for Himself nor for His own sins but for us, that He bore the 
sicknesses and assumed the sorrows which we should have en
dured. He who understands this passage aright holds the gist of 
Christianity. (Ibid., #2216).

Beloved, Christ has delivered us from the wrath to come (I Thessaloni
ans 1:10) so that we need not fear the Last Day and the Judgment of 
God: Heaven is our home! Because Christ stepped into our place in 
life and death, keeping the Law and then dying the accursed death we 
truly earned by our sin, we know that God’s eternal wrath is quenched;
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3n <^ofy Communion?

His justice satisfied. As Athanasius put it, “God of God has taken our 
sufferings upon Himself.” As you attend Lenten services this year, re
member that God uses the Gospel to give you peace of conscience and 
the hope and joy of certain remission of all your sins. This is the pur
pose of all evangelical preaching—to give you, a sinner, true, lasting, 
death-defying comfort: “The principal matter is that he attain to full 
assurance of his state of grace and his salvation, so that he may exult, as 
a pardoned sinner, with the Godly poet, Woltersdorf, and sing:

May the grace of God in Jesus’ blood grant you renewed saving faith in 
hope, joy and assurance through His Lenten Gospel! Amen.

I know, yes, I know, and shall e’er be maintaining.
That, as sure as God’s hands in His kingdom are reigning.
As sure as His sun does the heavens adorn.
His pardon for sinners to me has been borne.

“And He took the cup, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them; and they all drank of it. ”

—Mark 14:23

On the evening of what is known on our Christian church calendar as 
Maundy [MAWN-dee] Thursday, “the same night in which He was 
betrayed” (I Corinthians 11:23), after He and His disciples had finished 
their celebration of the Jewish Passover, our Savior instituted His Holy 
Supper of the New Testament. The Scriptures in four separate locations 
are completely clear as to what transpired that evening and as to what 
Christ gave to His disciples and why. As one of the visible elements in 
this supper, Matthew says, “Jesus took bread” from the Passover table, 
“and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples. ” Then, as the 
second visible element, “He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it
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Such a question is sometimes asked regarding the use of the common 
cup, or chalice, in the Lord’s Supper. Lutherans correctly regard the

On basis of the same inerrant, authoritative, and clear Scriptures, we 
also know, confess, and believe the benefits of Holy Communion, its 
power, and its salutary use as set forth in our Catechism. It is of un
questioned importance that we often review, keep in memory, and con
tinually be assured of these most necessary things, so that, when we 
approach the Lord’s Table as truly penitent and believing communi
cants, we not only receive in, with, and under the bread and wine the 
true body and blood of our dear Savor (which ALL communicants re
ceive, even the unworthy), but, by faith in His words, also the remis
sion of sins which the Sacrament of the Altar seals to every believer.

to them. ” The commemoration of the Passover had been purely sym
bolic'. but, as the disciples partook of the earthly elements of bread and 
of wine (the contents of the cup), they received not merely representa
tions or symbols of Christ’s death by which they were both to remem
ber (Luke 22:19b; I Corinthians 11:24-25) and proclaim it (v. 26), but 
they received in a real but supernatural manner the same body and 
blood of the Lord Jesus that on the very next day He was to give into 
death for the remission of their sins. We therefore confess with Luther 
in his Small Catechism that this Holy Sacrament “is the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, for us Chris
tians to eat and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself ”

There are of course questions regarding the Lord’s Supper that occa
sionally come to the Christian’s mind, the answers to which are not set 
forth directly in our Catechism nor answered specifically in Holy 
Scripture. Of these questions, there may be those of a purely practical 
and theologically neutral kind [adiaphora], questions that do not in
volve either the essence, administration, benefit, power or salutary use 
of the Sacrament and that therefore should not trouble us in our con
science. Concerning such questions, a Christian might well consult his 
pastor, whose experience has perhaps encountered them somewhere 
along the way and whose advice might well suffice to allay a mem
ber’s concern. Where the Word of God does not speak, the pastor’s 
counsel in such matters does not have the authority of Holy Scripture; 
nevertheless, we ought not despise it as worthless, for we are to 
“esteem [our pastors] very highly in love for their work's sake” (I 
Thessalonians 5:12-13). But such questions we may be able to answer 
for ourselves, provided we have sufficient information.
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How did the Lord Jesus come to use a single or common cup when He 
instituted His Holy Supper? It was apparently the third cup of wine on 
the traditional Passover table, the Kiddush Cup or “cup of blessing” (I 
Corinthians 10:16) out of which all the participants drank in joint thanks
giving to God for His mighty deliverance of the Children of Israel from 
bondage in Egypt. (Cf. Luke 22:17). The use of the common cup, while 
not essential to the Lord’s Supper, does serve a good and proper purpose. 
It is a symbol of the unity we profess when we commune together, of our 
communion as many members in one body, of our oneness in faith and 
confession. For we do not indiscriminately share the Lord’s cup with 
professed unbelievers, with those who are known to be ungodly and im
penitent, with those who have given offense and have not removed it, or 
with those not of our fellowship (I Corinthians 10:17 and 21; Romans 
16:17; etc.). That symbolism has been valued for almost two thousand 
years as a precious tradition and as a visible reminder of the unity re
quired of all true Christians (I Corinthians 1:10; etc.).

manner in which the visible elements of the Holy Supper, the bread and 
wine, are distributed as a matter of Christian liberty (Galatians 5:1), as 
adiaphoristic or indifferent. (Cf. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, 
III, p. 355, including the footnote; also John H. C. Fritz, Pastoral The
ology, 1932 Ed., p. 149.) Thus the use of wafers instead of physically 
broken bread and the kind of utensil or utensils used in the distribution 
are, in themselves, not a matter of doctrine.

But in our “modem” age of health and sanitation consciousness, par
ticularly when people are consumed with the fear of contracting a viru
lent and deadly bacterial or viral infection such as AIDS, the question 
that here and there arises in the mind of individual Christians is: “Why 
have one common cup? Would it not be more sanitary to use individ
ual cups?” The question thus is separated from what Jesus used, from 
what the early Christians used, from what the Christian Church has 
used for twenty centuries, and from what precious symbolism the com
mon cup evokes; and it becomes a question of sanitation. But then, 
let’s face it: Even the use of individual cups cannot be absolutely free 
of contamination, even if their washing, handling, preparation and fill
ing were carefully supervised by a trained food safety specialist! More
over, communion wafers are not individually wrapped and factory 
sealed, and the Pastor handles each wafer with an ungloved hand! 
Where indeed will the questions finally end? Would anyone really ex
pect his pastor to wear vinyl gloves when administering the Sacrament, 
when baptizing a baby, when shaking hands with hundreds of unwashed
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hands after service? Should he wear a surgical mask when visiting the 
sick and comforting the dying in a hospital??

2) As the holy Son of God, Jesus never committed a single sin, 
neither of commission nor of omission (I Peter 2:22; John 8:46; 
Luke 23:41; etc.). Consequently, we know, believe and trust that 
Jesus never did anything to harm His disciples, nor was He care
less or remiss in any matter. Therefore, in giving His disciples 
the common cup, Jesus was NOT guilty of unhygienic, reckless, 
wanton or even medically contraindicated practice of even po
tential danger to His disciples. That we KNOW of His cup.

1) As the omniscient [all-knowing] Son of God, Jesus knows and 
has always known “all things" (John 21:17), including every
thing that can be known about bacteriology, immunology, and 
epidemiology far beyond the knowledge of medical science 
(John 1:3; 1 Corinthians 3:18-19). Would the nurse accuse the 
Lord Jesus Christ of being an ignoramus in such matters?? 
When Jesus said to His disciples, "Drink ye all of it," was He 
asking them to take their chances in catching or spreading some 
horrible disease??

What do we know of our cup? For over sixty years (since individual 
cups became popular, particularly among the Reformed) medical au
thorities have time and again, with complete consistency, assured the 
religious community of the safety of the common cup. Articles to that 
effect have appeared in Newsweek, in Chicago Today, in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association and in countless abstracts, studies 
and pamphlets published by the American Red Cross, by the Centers 
for Disease Control, and by the Public Health Service in Bethesda, 
Maryland. Moreover in the author’s research on this topic, he spoke 
personally with staffers, doctors, and epidemiologists at the C.D.C. in 
Atlanta and at P.H.S. in Bethesda, received additional materials in print 
(including the "Surgeon General’s Report on A.I.D.S. ”), and talked at 
length with experts on the national AIDS Hotline. ALL of these sources

A trained nurse, who herself had become overwhelmed with doubts 
concerning the “safety” of the Lord’s Supper, once made the blasphe
mous charge that “in giving His disciples a common cup to share 
(Matthew 26:27; Mark 14:23), Jesus was in effect handing them a 
source of potential infection and contagion!” Lest anyone be caught up 
in such an evil surmising about the dear Savior, consider the following:
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What do we Christians KNOW, after all, from the Word of God con
cerning the Lord’s protection of His children? We know, accept, and 
trust that God defends us against all danger and guards and protects us 
from all evil when we are walking in His ways (Psalm 91:11-12), and 
that this includes protection from even the gravest diseases (v. 10). 
When He permits us to become ill and even infirmed, this is His loving 
chastisement which we are not to despise (Hebrews 12:5-11). More
over, He is able to relieve us in His own way and time (Genesis 18:14; 
Romans 8:32; Hebrews 7:25; etc.). These assurances are comforting to 
ALL Christians in general, but particularly to health care professionals 
and to Christian pastors who are directly exposed to dangers when min
istering to the sick. The real test, of course, is whether we really trust 
the Lord’s promises.

confirm UNANIMOUSLY that the chance of contracting AIDS and other 
potentially deadly diseases from the common cup or Chalice in Holy 
Communion is statistically insignificant. Our readers are, of course, 
free to contact those and other agencies themselves to verify their find
ings. We believe that, after considering, in all objectivity, the authorita
tive information available, our readers will see that the question of sani
tation is resolved and that there is no sound reason to reject the common 
cup or chalice in the Lord’s Supper either out of fear of contagion OR 
out of an attitude of superior knowledge to that of the Lord Jesus.

We, of course, by the grace of God, put much higher and surer confi
dence in our Lord Jesus and His precious Word than in the wisdom and 
knowledge of medical experts! To do the opposite would be the sin of 
idolatry! And yet, in the matter of safety in the use of the chalice, they 
not surprisingly agree. Would not our Lord Jesus Christ have violated 
His own omniscience and also His love for His disciples, yea, would He 
not have SINNED against His own Fifth Commandment, when He took 
one cup, “the cup of blessing” (I Corinthians 10:16), the third cup on 
the Passover table, and gave it to them to share, IF there had truly been 
any danger connected with the use of the common Chalice? The ques
tion isn’t really, “WHY one common cup in communion?” but rather 
“Why NOT one common cup ”Tl
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11 [Christ was] put to death in the flesh, 
but quickened by the spirit; by which 
also He went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison. " —I Peter 3:18-19

Let us begin by determining from Scripture what was NOT the purpose 
of our Lord’s descent into hell. Christ’s descent into hell was NOT for 
the purpose of preaching the glad tidings of the Gospel to the devil and 
his angels and to the damned souls in “outer darkness ” (Matthew 8:12). 
If men refused in unbelief to receive God’s gracious offer of salvation in 
the Gospel during their lifetime, the Bible does not promise them another 
opportunity after death to believe on Christ. The doctrine of a second 
chance to receive the Gospel after death is popular among theologians 
that imagine that God owes an opportunity to hear the Gospel to every

“I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; who...was crucified, 
dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead.” In these familiar words from the Apostle’s Creed, we 
Christians confess the descent of our Lord Jesus Christ into hell. They 
are based upon I Peter 3:18-20, quoted in part above, but which reads in 
its entirety as follows: “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened by the spirit; by which also He went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, 
when once the longsujfering of God waited in the days of Noah. ” As 
we examine more closely this doctrine and the text on which it is based, 
certain questions present themselves which, at first reading, do not seem 
to be answered by the Apostle. They are: When did Christ descend 
into hell? For what purpose did He do so? And what was it that Christ 
“preached unto the spirits in prison"! We shall find that the answers 
are indeed provided by the sedes itself, by the immediate and remote 
contexts, and by the analogia fidei, that is, the whole body of clear and 
certain texts upon which Christian doctrine is founded.
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Moreover, our Lord did not descend into hell for the purpose of suffer
ing the pangs of damnation as part of His redemptive work. Christ in 
His State of Humiliation died on the cross for the sins of the world 
(John 1:29), and by His death He overcame sin, death, and hell for all 
men (I John 2:2). On that cross He not only suffered the physical agony 
endured by all victims of crucifixion, but He endured on behalf of every 
sinner the indescribable torment of damnation and the hopelessness of 
being forever forsaken by God in hell. His words, prophesied already 
by David in Psalm 22, ring out in evidence of His vicarious payment of 
“the wages of sin ” (Romans 6:23): “My God, My God, why hast Thou 

forsaken Me??!” (Matthew 27:46). No wonder our blessed Savior de
clared just before He died the full accomplishment of His redemptive 
work, saying: “It is finished" (John 19:30) — or more precisely from the 
tense of the Greek: It has been and remains accomplished. These words 
reveal the redemption of the world as having been completed, the perfect 
payment for our sins had been rendered to God to satisfy His justice; 
nothing further was necessary to purchase our salvation. If Christ had 
been required to descend into Hell to complete our Redemption, what He 
suffered on the cross would have been insufficient, and His words would

person that ever lived. Thus they claim that if a man had no opportunity 
to hear the Gospel in his lifetime, then he must be given a second chance 
to believe on Christ in eternity. Scripture reveals that God’s gracious 
will to save sinners extends to all men everywhere and that He earnestly 
desires to bring all men to saving faith by means of the Gospel. The 
fact that many people die without perhaps ever hearing the good news 
of salvation in Jesus Christ dare not be laid at God’s door, as if He de
liberately frustrates His own good and gracious will or that He is 
“double minded” and insincere. To the very contrary, the Apostle Paul 
writes to the Romans (10:18), “But I say, Have they not heard? Yes 
verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends 
of the world. ” The so-called “second chance doctrine ” is not Scrip
tural, for Hebrews 9:27 reveals what happens to man at death: “It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. ” The 
Apostle Peter in his sedes on the Christ’s descent into hell does not 
teach that Christ offered sinners in hell another opportunity to believe 
on Him. The Greek word “preach” (keirussein) simply means to an
nounce, proclaim, or publish. It does not necessarily mean the preach
ing of the Gospel', it can also refer to the preaching of the Law or to the 
announcement of a fact. Christ’s preaching to the spirits in hell was the 
proclamation of God’s Law pronouncing Divine condemnation upon 
them for their refusal to believe the Gospel in their lifetime.



54

Christ our risen Savior descended into hell in His exalted state accord
ing to both His glorified human nature and His divine nature to pro
claim the terrors of His Law to those that had rejected His authority

have been a lie. The death of Christ on the cross, in which He shed His 
holy precious blood for the sins of the world "obtained eternal redemp
tion for us" (Hebrews 9:12). His death on the cross redeemed the world 
from sin, death, and hell; nothing else was necessary.

As we have seen, the descent of Christ into hell was not part of Christ’s 
passion, humiliation, and suffering for our sins. He, therefore, did not 
descend into hell when He died on the cross; for He had promised the 
penitent thief: "Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise" (Luke 
23:43). Moreover, with His last breath, He commended His soul into 
His Father’s keeping, saying: "Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit" (v. 46), which only those can do who are assured of heavenly 
bliss. Instead it was one of Christ’s first triumphant acts as our exalted, 
risen Lord and Savior. Therefore we teach that “Christ, having been 
made alive in the grave on Easter morning, descended into hell...to pro
claim His victory over His enemies.” Had Christ not risen from the 
dead according to His promise (John 2:19), had He not raised Himself 
to declare with power His Divine Sonship with the Father (Romans 
1:4), and had the Father not raised Him up as the declaration of His sat
isfaction with Christ’s work of redemption and as His testimony of our 
justification, there would have been no victory to proclaim! But, after 
Christ’s death for the sins of the world, whereby He crushed Satan’s 
head in fulfillment of Divine prophecy (Genesis 3:15), it was no longer 
possible for death and the grave to hold Him captive; He had triumphed 
over them in our place and for our benefit. St. Paul describes this vic
tory in I Corinthians 15:55, 57, saying: "O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory? ...Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!" Moreover, Paul describes our 
Lord’s triumph over the devil and all his angels in Colossians 2:15: 
"And having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them in it. " Christ had taken upon Him
self flesh and blood, "that through death He might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil" (Hebrews 2:14). His active and 
passive obedience as our Substitute destroyed the works of Satan. "For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil" (I John 3:8b). The risen, living, and exalted Christ 
descended into hell to proclaim His victory over His enemies, sin, death 
and Satan.
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while they were on earth. Hollaz wrote: “The preaching of Christ in 
hell was not evangelical, but legal, accusatory, terrifying, and that, too, 
both verbal, by which He convinced them that they had deserved eter
nal punishments, and real, by which He struck frightful terror into 
them” (Quoted from his Doctrinal Theology, p. 396, by J. T. Mueller in 
Christian Dogmatics, p. 297). This proclamation of His Law was a 
foreshadowing of the final judgment of the wicked, the coming day 
when “at the Name of Jesus every knee [shall] bow... and every tongue 
[shall] confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Fa
ther” (Philippians 2:10, 11).

The Christian rejoices that Christ’s humiliation and exaltation were 
both for our salvation. Christ conquered sin, death, Satan, and hell on 
the cross; and, having been raised for our justification (Romans 4:25), 
freed from the bonds of death, and restored to life, He bodily descended 
into the prisonhouse of the damned to show Himself as the Victor and 
Conqueror over all His enemies. Let us rejoice during this blessed 
Lenten and Easter season in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God 
and Savior of the world, who descended into hell, rose again from the 
dead, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty as our only Mediator and Advocate at His Throne of Grace!

He whose path no records tell 
hath descended into hell.

He the strong man armed hath bound 
and in highest heaven is crowned. 

Hallelujah!
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“If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. ”

—I Corinthians 15:17-18

BUT Christ, as clearly revealed in the Scriptures, IS “risen from the 
dead” (I Corinthians 15:20). Hallelujah! Hallelujah!! His resurrection 
is of everlasting importance to us and gives us priceless comfort. Why?

IF Christ were still in Joseph’s tomb, our faith in Him would be fruit- 
less and worth/ess; it would have no more value than a “wooden 
nickel.” Furthermore, IF Christ had not risen from the dead on the third 
day after His crucifixion, we would be under (and not saved from) 
God’s full condemnation and His holy anger on account of our many 
sins; there would be no forgiveness for our countless imperfections. 
Finally, according to verse 18 of the above-mentioned chapter in Holy 
Scripture, all who, since the fall into sin, died believing in Christ Jesus 
and His resurrection, would most certainly be in hell IF the resurrection 
of Jesus is a lie.

1. Because it definitely proves that Jesus is the Son of God. The 
Apostle Paul, in writing to his dear fellow believers at Rome, identi
fied himself as “a servant of Jesus Christ” (1:1), who was “called to 
be an apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God, ...concerning His 
[God’s] Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the



57

—Christ "was made of the seed of David according to the flesh, ” 
according to His human nature. He was a descendant of David and, 
as such, He was true Man; He was made like us, except that He was 
"without sin ” (Hebrews 4:15).

—The divine nature of Christ is the "spirit of holiness"', it is abso
lutely holy and sinless. This holy divine nature of Christ Jesus per
meates and fills His human nature. Colossians 2 confirms this fact 
when it tells us that "in Him [Christ] dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily" (v. 9). All of this was necessary so that He would 
be our "one Mediator,...who gave Himself a ransom for all” (I 
Timothy 2:5-6).

dead" (1:1, 3-4). Carefully consider and ponder the changeless truths 
set forth in these verses:

—This Person, Jesus Christ, was "declared to be the Son of God... 
by the resurrection from the dead. " Jesus’ resurrection absolutely 
proves, beyond “the shadow of a doubt,” that He is God, the Son of 
God. Note the Holy Spirit’s language in Romans 1: Christ "was 
made ” of the seed of David, but He was not made, but declared to 
be, the Son of God. In His state (period or condition) of humiliation, 
Jesus proved Himself to be the Son of God by His miracles. How
ever, nowhere else do we have such overwhelming evidence of Him 
being what He claimed to be, namely, the Son of God, than in His 
resurrection from the dead. How comforting for us to know that our 
Savior is most certainly true God!

—Finally, in Romans 1, Jesus was "declared to be the Son of God 
with [in]power"', He was declared to be the almighty, powerful, and 
majestic Son of God. In the state of humiliation Christ Jesus always 
was the almighty God, but He did not always appear to be such; He 
did not always and fully use His divine majesty and power communi
cated to His human nature by virtue of the personal union. However,

—Christ also had a higher nature, a divine nature. This is expressed 
by the words "according to the spirit, ” according to His divine na
ture. Jesus was both true man, "according to the flesh," and true 
God, "according to the spirit. " He is the God-Man for us, who des
perately need Him and His salvation from the eternal consequences 
of our sins.
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2. Because it assures us that His doctrine is the truth. (This is the 
second reason why Jesus’ resurrection is of everlasting importance to 
us and gives us priceless comfort.) In John 2, Jesus declared to the 
Jews: "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up ” (v. 19). 
Jesus prophesied His death'. "Destroy this temple, ” My "body" (y. 21). 
He knew ahead of time what the Jews would do with His body: They 
would "destroy" it; they would kill Him; and He plainly told them so. 
He also prophesied concerning His resurrection: "In three days I will 
raise it up. " Both prophecies came true. What Jesus said came to pass; 
He is the always-truthful Prophet; His doctrine is the truth. What He 
teaches is always true and trustworthy! His resurrection gives us the 
never-changing assurance and comfort that His doctrine, His teaching 
can be completely and at all times relied upon, trusted in, believed, and 
followed in our lives.

3. Because it (the resurrection of Christ) leaves no doubt that God 
the Father accepted the sacrifice of His Son for the reconciliation of the 
world. Romans 4 conveys the message to us that Christ "was delivered 
for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification” (v. 25). 
Christ was our Substitute and the Substitute for "the whole world" (I 
John 2:2). The Just One, Christ Jesus, "was delivered" to die for the 
unjust, for us and for all sinners, "for there is no difference, for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:22b-23). God 
"spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all” (Romans 
8:2) to atone for, to pay the penalty of, and to make amends for these 
sins of the world. When He was on the cross, Jesus declared: "It is fin
ished" (John 19:30). But the important question was: “Will God accept 
and be satisfied with the finished [Gk. accomplished] work of Christ as 
the Substitute for all?” Where is the proof that God is completely satis
fied with the substitutionary obedience, suffering, and death of Christ 
for the sins of all? St. Paul writes to the Corinthians: "He died for 
all" (II Corinthians 5:15). And when the third day Christ was resur
rected from the dead, "He was raised again for our justification. ” The 
word "our” should not trouble us, as if it referred only to us who be
lieve; for the Apostle Paul also writes "that God was in Christ reconcil
ing the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them” (II Corinthians 5:19). Here is that absolute, certain proof that

now, by and since His resurrection, He fully and constantly uses His 
divine majesty and power—communicated to His human nature— 
also according to His human nature. This Jesus is our God, our 
Savior, our sure Hope, our everlasting Comfort!



—R. J. L.

Why is the resurrection of Christ of such importance and comfort to us? 
The four Scriptural answers to this question are intended to help us to 
“grow” (II Peter 3:18; I Peter 2:2) in our appreciation of the profound 
and on-going blessings which we have on account of Jesus’ glorious 
and triumphant resurrection from the dead, assured to us for our edifi
cation and confirmed to us for our enduring comfort as we confide in 
them with humble, childlike faith. As the angel announced to the be
lieving women at the empty tomb: “He is risen, as He said” (Matthew 
28:6). Hallelujah!

4. Finally the resurrection of Christ is of everlasting importance to us 
and gives us priceless comfort because it promises all believers that 
they shall rise unto eternal life. Jesus’ words to all of His followers, to 
His sheep, to His elect are most certainly true and very precious: 
‘‘Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19). Believers, too, must 
die. But what is temporal death for the child of God? It is compared in 
Scripture to a sleep. In writing to the believers at Thessalonica, the 
Apostle Paul said: “If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him " (I Thessa
lonians 4:14). Christ has given all believers the promised victory over 
death and the grave in His glorious words: “I am the Resurrection and 
the Life; he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live” (John 11:25). Therefore we boldly and gratefully confess with 
Paul: “Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 15:57). What an unspeakable blessing to 
have everlasting life and bliss in the resurrected Christ, instead of ever
lasting death and condemnation without Him!

Jesus’ death was accepted by God as the full and complete payment for 
our sins and for the sins of all. Thus we look, with the eyes of faith, to 
the cross and confess: Christ “was delivered for our offenses. ” The 
empty tomb comforts us with the changeless truth that Jesus “was 
raised again for our justification. ” Oh, what mercy God has shown 
toward us undeserving and unworthy sinners (Genesis 32:10) in the 
resurrection of our only Savior!
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Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
June 27, 28 and 29, 2003

The Convention week will include a Pastoral Conference on June 24th 
and 25th, the Board of Directors meeting on June 26th, 

and the graduation from our Seminary of Mr. Paul E. Bloedel.

The Historical Essay will be delivered by 
Pastor David T. Mensing

on the 1955 split in the Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
and the formation of our Concordia Lutheran Conference

The Sunday sermon will be preached by 
Pastor Ross A. Mahan 

on I John 2:15-17

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by 
Pastor Edward J. Worley 

based on the convention motto

at
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Oak Forest, Illinois

Annual Convention
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Motto
“W not conformed to tfjis tvorfb!”

Romans 12:2
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9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

aEoangciical ILutheran Church of Yekaterinburg
Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA
For the time and location of services, contact:
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor
P. o. Box 62
620088 Yekaterinburg
RUSSIA

jfaith ILutheran Church (f. l. c.)
Highway N
Stover, MO 65078
For the time of worship services, please 

contact Stephen Richter at (314) 376-3221.
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Vacancy Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

£>t. Wark’s £u. Lutheran Church (f. l. c.) 
22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411

Telephone: (708) 758-6222
Worship Service........................................ 5:45 p.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class............ 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Vacancy Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

'Crinitg £u. ILutheran Church <f. l. c.) 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

Telephone: (708) 386-6773
Sunday School & Bible Class ...
Worship Service...........................
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302
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coitA. editorial comment
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Rev. Ilona Fritz recently became the first woman to serve as 
president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands. She was appointed during the church’s May 31- 
June 1 synod. Fritz, pastor of a congregation in the capital, Am
sterdam, succeeds Rev. Sietze van Kammen, who resigned for 
personal reasons. Van Kammen remains a member of the synod’s 
executive committee. They had both served as members of the 
committee since the May 2001 synod meeting. Kammen’s prede
cessor, Kees van der Horst, was church president for ten years. 
The synod also chose Groningen pastor, Susanne Freytag, to suc
ceed Fritz as vice-president. Both Fritz and Freytag were bom in 
1962 in Germany but have served as pastors of the Dutch Lu
theran Church since their ordination. Of the 34 pastors currently 
in the church, 16 are women.... (The Netherlands/Geneva, June 
20, 2002).

It is commonly accepted in the majority of Lutheran churches 
in Europe to have women serve as pastors of local congrega
tions. Last year, Canadian Lutherans elected their first 
woman bishop, Rev. Cynthia G. Halmarson, to head the Sas
katchewan Synod for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada. But is it not also rapidly becoming the same with 
ever so many Lutheran churches in our own country? The 
ELCA has had women pastors for a number of years. The 
Missouri Synod, on the other hand, was one of the few Lu
theran bodies that did not have women pastors. In recent 
years, however, there is a steadily increasing number of those 
in the synod who maintain that women should be allowed to



(TLH 292, 6)

The haughty spirits, Lord, restrain 
Who o’er Thy Church with might would reign 

And always set forth something new 
Devised to change Thy doctrine true.

serve as pastors. There are isolated cases in the Missouri 
Synod where women have occupied the pulpit and helped in 
the administration of the Lord’s Supper without that local 
congregation and its pastor being properly disciplined. It is 
commonly accepted that, in time, the Missouri Synod will fol
low the ELCA and the rest of the so-called Lutherans in al
lowing women pastors. In 1969, for example, at the Missouri 
Synod’s convention in Denver, at the urging of Synod’s Com
mission on Theology and Church Relations, it was decided 
that it was not contrary to Scripture to have women vote and 
hold office in the local congregation. Thus the old Scriptural 
position which the Synod had always held was overruled by a 
majority vote. Over 85 per cent of the congregations now al
low women to vote! The next step?? Women pastors! Al
ready back in 1995, Rev. Timothy Spilker, pastor of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Appleton, Wisconsin, said that 
the time had come for the Missouri Synod to ordain women. 
His is not the only voice in the Synod calling for women to 
serve as pastors. According to a survey almost a decade ago, 
some 1,000 of Synod’s pastors no longer objected to women 
serving in the Pastoral Office. All this in spite of what GOD 
clearly teaches us in I Corinthians 14:33-35; I Timothy 2:11- 
14; 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9!


