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While the resurrection of Christ is the immovable foundation of every 
true believer’s joy, there are those who seek to destroy this joy by deny
ing the very foundation of our joy. While we readily expect those out
side the pale of Christendom openly to deny the Savior’s resurrection, 
we certainly would not expect anyone who calls himself a Christian, 
much less a Christian pastor, to join the unbelievers in their denial. Un
fortunately, however, in these last evil days we must observe that the 
number of such deniers within the pale of Christendom is steadily in
creasing.

What a contrast there is between what transpired on Good Friday and 
what took place on that Easter morning! On that Friday we observe the 
grief and sorrow on the part of those who stood at the foot of the cross 
as they beheld the intense suffering of their Lord and Savior. The fear 
of the people as they witnessed the strange phenomena taking place: the 
vail of the temple being tom in two from the top to the bottom, the 
darkness, the earth quaking, the graves being opened, etc. Three days 
later on that Easter Sunday morning we behold the pious women and 
disciples finding the empty tomb where the body of the Savior had been 
laid. We see the holy angels of the Lord and we hear the joyous mes
sage of these heavenly messengers, “He is risen; He is not here. ” 
Christ was dead and is now alive! Away with all sadness and sorrow! 
The tears of Mary Magdalene were now changed into tears of great joy 
as the risen Savior made Himself known to her. And when the risen 
Savior appeared to His disciples we are told, “then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord" (John 20:20).

Already back in 1989 the Anglican Bishop of Durham, Dr. David Jen
kins, stated, “I don’t think it means a physical resurrection. It means a 
spiritual resurrection, a transforming resurrection, ... I’m pretty certain 
the disciples did not think of it as a physical resurrection. If you read 
the echoes of the narratives, let alone what St. Paul says, I don’t think it 
means a physical resurrection at all.”
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The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is not only an indisputable fact, but it 
also has a most glorious and comforting meaning. The angel told the 
women, “Fear not ye” ... (Matt. 28:5). There should be no fear in our

And more recent denials have appeared even by some so-called 
“Lutheran” clergymen who maintain that the bodily resurrection of 
Christ is not a historical fact. We continue to note the number of theolo
gians who debate over how literally the resurrection should be taken.

The resurrection of Christ is an indisputable fact. Even those who hated 
Jesus testified to this truth. Look what the elders among the Jews did 
when they heard that Christ was risen from the dead. Did they go 
quickly to the tomb and try to prove that Christ’s resurrection was a 
mere deception? On the contrary, they simply gave the soldiers enough 
money so that they would lie. “Now when they were going, behold, 
some of the watch came into the city, and showed unto the chief priests 
all the things that were done. And when they were assembled with the 
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, 
saying, Say ye. His disciples came by night, and stole Him away while 
we slept. And if this come to the governor’s ears, we will persuade him, 
and secure you. So they took the money, and did as they were taught: 
and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this 
day” (Matt. 28:11-15).

But no matter of which denominational persuasion the deniers may be, 
we Christians should not allow our faith to be disturbed. For our faith, 
thank God, does not rest upon the word of sinful men but on the unal
terable and infallible truth of the almighty God! “All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God” (II Tim. 3:16) writes the Apostle Paul, and the 
Lord Jesus states concerning this Word, “Thy Word is Truth” (John 
17:17). This means that not only the thoughts but also the very words of 
Holy Writ are God’s Word. It is by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost 
that the Apostle Paul tells us concerning the resurrection of Christ, 
“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures: and that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scrip
tures: and that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that, He 
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater 
part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, He 
was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all He was seen 
of me also, as of one born out of due time ” (I Cor. 15:3-8).
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Every sincere believer in Christ can now confidently and joyfully con
fess, Because Christ lives, I, too, shall live! (John 14:19). O let us re
joice and take comfort in the glorious resurrection of the Lord Jesus and 
show our thankfulness for such unmerited mercy by daily imploring the 
Holy Spirit to grant that we may be more fervent in seeking to reveal 
that joy and gratitude in serving Him with our words and deeds, holding 
aloft His Word of Life in this sinful and perverse world (Philip. 
2:15,16).

hearts, for sin cannot condemn us, because God the Father has accepted 
the sacrifice of His beloved Son for the sins of the world. Remember 
that Christ came into this world, placing Himself under the Law and 
fulfilling it, suffering and dying upon the cross for our sakes. “[Christ] 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justifica
tion” (Rom. 4:25). Christ offered Himself as the sinner’s Substitute and 
the Father showed that the sacrifice of His Son was sufficient to ap
pease His justice and righteousness by raising Jesus from the dead. We 
need not and should not be filled with fear because of our sins — the 
risen Savior in whom we believe has washed us clean from all sins. 
They have been cast into the very depths of the sea where they can no 
longer arise successfully to accuse us. For God is now our gracious and 
loving Father because of the substitutional sacrifice of Christ His only 
begotten Son and our only Redeemer.

May our dear heavenly Father, for Jesus’ sake, keep all of us in the one 
true saving faith which confesses with Martin Luther, “I believe that 
Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, bom of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, 
a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, 
from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom, and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 
most certainly true!”



JUDAS ISCARIOT - THE BETRAYER
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Later, in the upper room in Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus was celebrating 
for the last time the Feast of the Passover with His disciples. On this 
occasion He also instituted the Sacrament of the Altar in which His dis
ciples received His true body and blood under the earthly elements of 
bread and wine and were told to continue to do this often in remem
brance of Him who would soon give that very same body and shed that 
very same blood on the cross for the sins of the world. It was in this up
per room that Jesus remarked with a double oath, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, that one of you shall betray Me!” (John 13:21) At these 
words of Christ, the twelve apostles became very sorrowful, not know
ing of whom Jesus was speaking. Each one of them enquired, “Lord, is 
it I? ” Jesus replied that “it is one of the twelve, that dippeth with Me in

Editor’s Note: This issue of our “Concordia Lutheran” is a special Lenten is
sue with the theme, “Key Figures of Lent. ” May the Lord bless this series to 
His glory and to our readers ’ edification. [Note: Due to the recent hospitaliza
tion of one of our contributors, an article on Pontius Pilate is omitted. Please 
keep our hospitalized brother in your prayers.] —E. R.S.

On a certain occasion, the Lord Jesus had taught the people in the syna
gogue at Capernaum that He is the Bread of Life, saying, “I am the liv
ing Bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this Bread, 
he shall live forever: and the Bread that I will give him is My flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6:51). Many of the fol
lowers of Jesus said among themselves, “This is an hard saying; who 
can hear it?!” After Jesus had scolded them for their unbelief, we are 
told that “from that time many of His disciples went back, and walked 
no more with Him. ” Then Jesus asked the Twelve whom He had called 
to be His Apostles, “Will ye also go away?” At this, Peter, the bold 
spokesman for all of the Apostles, exclaimed, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure 
that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the Living God!” The Lord Jesus 
then spoke some very astonishing words to His disciples. He declared, 
“Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? ” (John 6:70). 
He was speaking of Judas Iscariot, an Apostle of Christ, who played a 
very important role at the very beginning of the Passion History of our 
Savior.
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the dish, " (Mark 14:20) adding the words, “Woe to that man by whom 
the Son of Man is betrayed! Good were it for that man if he had never 
been born!" (Mark 14:21) When the Apostle Peter asked John, who 
was lying next to Jesus at the table, to ask Jesus who it was of whom He 
spake, Jesus replied, “He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have 
dipped it" (John 13:26). “And when He had dipped the sop, " the Bible 
says, “He gave it to Judas Iscariot. " The devil then entered into Judas 
and Jesus said to him, “That thou doest, do quickly!" and Judas left the 
upper room at once—going out into the night.

Judas Iscariot was a follower of the Lord Jesus. He also, together with 
eleven other followers of Christ, was chosen directly and personally to 
be one of the Twelve Apostles. He, as well as his fellow apostles, did 
nothing to earn this special distinction. They were chosen to be Apos
tles only by the grace of God, not because of anything good in them 
which set them apart as men of special distinction. And, even though 
Judas is always listed last in Mathew 10:2-4, Mark 3:13-19 and Luke 
6:12-19 (where the twelve Apostles are listed) with words which de
scribe him as the betrayer of Christ, nevertheless there is nothing in 
Scripture which would lead us to assume that Judas Iscariot had never 
been a true follower of Jesus. He had evidently accepted the Lord Jesus 
as the Son of God and the promised Messiah.

As an Apostle of Christ, Judas was privileged to hear the wonderful ser
mons, teachings and instructions from the lips of the Savior Himself. 
He was privileged to witness the wonderful miracles performed by Je
sus—the blind receiving their sight, lepers being cleansed, hearing re
stored to the deaf, the lame being made able to walk, the sick being 
made well again, devils being cast out of those who were possessed and 
even the dead being brought back to life again. These things must have 
made a deep impression upon Judas and we may well assume that, by 
God’s grace through the power of the Word of the Son of God, true and 
saving faith had been worked in his heart.

But there was also in the heart of Judas a pet sin—the sin of greed and 
avarice which is in the heart of each and every one of us by nature. This 
pet sin, however, was nursed and nourished in his heart until it grew so 
large that it choked his faith in the Savior. This was demonstrated, only 
six days before the Passover, at a banquet in Bethany when Mary 
opened a container of very precious ointment with which she anointed
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the feet of Jesus—and the aroma of the ointment filled the entire house. 
Judas reacted quickly with the words, “Why was not this ointment sold 
for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? ” (John 12:5) The Word 
of God explains, however, that he said this not because he cared for the 
poor but “because he was a thief ” A short time later we find Judas ne
gotiating with the chief priests, saying, “What will ye give me, and I 
will deliver Him unto you? ” (Matthew 26:15) After they had agreed on 
thirty pieces of silver, Judas began to seek an “opportunity to betray 
Him" and the opportunity came that same night in which Jesus had said 
to him, “That thou doest, do quickly! ”

When Judas, however, realized what a terrible sin he had committed, he 
went back again to the chief priests to return the thirty pieces of silver. 
When he cried out to them, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood,” they mocked him, saying, “What is that to us? see 
thou to that!” (Matthew 27:4) Then Judas took the thirty pieces of sil
ver and cast them down in the Temple and, in despair, went out and 
hanged himself. Luke, in the Book of Acts, describes this final act of 
Judas in gruesome detail, saying in Acts 1:18, “And falling headlong, 
he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. ”

Judas “knew the place” (John 18:2), Gethsemane, where Jesus would 
often go with His disciples—evidently for rest and relaxation after a 
busy day in Jerusalem. Now was the perfect opportunity to lead a band 
of men and soldiers to deliver the Savior easily into the hands of the 
chief priests without a public commotion. The Savior had been praying 
and His disciples had been sleeping. Jesus, however, knew that his be
trayer was entering the garden and He awakens His sleeping disciples. 
Soon Judas arrives! The group of men and officers who were with him 
carried “lanterns and torches and weapons ” to take Jesus. In order that 
they might readily identify Jesus, Judas agreed to give them a sign, say
ing, “Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: hold Him fast. ” Ap
proaching Jesus, he said, “Hail, Master!" and kissed Him. In loving 
condescension, Jesus responds to Judas’ overt act of hypocrisy, saying, 
“Friend, wherefore art thou come?” (Matthew 26:50) “Judas, betray- 
est thou the Son of Man with a kiss? ” (Luke 22:48) Judas evidently felt 
that the Lord Jesus would have no trouble freeing Himself from His 
enemies as He had done before in the Temple (John 8:59) and in Naz
areth (Luke 4:29).



—P. R. B.
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Christians should daily turn to the Lord Jesus in true sorrow for their 
sins, sincere faith in Him as their only Savior, and the earnest desire to 
amend their sinful lives out of love for their precious Redeemer— 
trusting only in Him for full and complete forgiveness and for the joy of 
His salvation. Then what the Scriptures teach about Judas Iscariot will 
indeed become for us an arousing word of warning, driving us to eternal 
salvation in Christ our Savior.

What the Bible tells us about the Apostle Judas Iscariot should be for 
every Christian a huge mirror in which he sees himself. Is there any 
Christian who has not been guilty of that same sin—the sin of greed or 
covetousness; the sin of putting himself and his own well-being in the 
forefront of his heart and mind above everything else; the sin of placing 
his own work, and accomplishments, and gain far above the needs of 
others and of the Church? Every Christian should remember that he is 
no better than Judas, the betrayer, for every Christian is a sinner by 
birth and daily sins against God’s Holy Law in his thoughts, desires, 
words, and actions—and one sin is just as bad as another in the sight of 
God, deserving eternal condemnation in hell. Rather than being filled 
with anger and indignation against the man who betrayed our Savior, 
we should be filled with sorrow and grief for him for whose terrible sin 
the Lord Jesus also shed His holy precious blood, but who turned away 
from God’s grace in despair to his everlasting destruction.

Judas was not sincerely repentant even though he had cried out, “I have 
sinned!” He was merely extremely sorry for what he had done and his 
heart was filled with remorse which led him to bitter despair. He had 
forgotten the beautiful sermons of the Savior, calling men to repentance 
and faith—promising full and free forgiveness for all, that “whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life! " He had 
forgotten that the Lord Jesus was the greatest friend of sinners—that He 
had received sinners and had eaten with them. He had forgotten the last 
words which the Savior said to him in the Garden of Gethsemane— 
calling him once more to repentance and faith. O, how blind is the 
power of sin. Once sin has gained the upper hand in the heart of a 
Christian, it will continually war against saving faith in Christ and, 
eventually, unless repented of, may lead to despair, and, for sure, to a 
death without the hope of forgiveness and salvation.



SIMON PETER -
THE DENIER TURNED PENITENT

(Matthew 26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-18;25-27)
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When the Lord Jesus sent out His twelve disciples to preach “to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 10:6), He warned them in ad
vance that many would not receive them nor hear their words (v. 14), 
that they would be targets for slaughter “as sheep in the midst of 
■wolves” (v. 16), that they would be subject to arrest and trial and 
scourging (w. 17 and 18), that even trusted members of their families 
would betray them (v. 21), and that they would be “hated of all men for 
[His] name’s sake” (v. 22). He also exhorted them not to fear even 
them who might kill their body “but are not able to kill the soul” (v. 
28), for their heavenly Father would keep them in His tender care as the 
objects of His great love and mercy (vv. 29-31). They therefore knew 
“up-front” the cost of true discipleship and the jeopardy they would 
have to face as confessors of His Name. And then He added: 
“Whosoever therefore shall CONFESS Me before men, him will I confess 
also before My Father which is in heaven, ” sincere and forthright con
fession of Jesus as one’s Savior, even in the face of danger, being a 
manifest fruit of saving faith; “but whosoever shall DENY Me before 
men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven, ” DE
NIAL of Jesus being a manifest fruit of unbelief. Thus, when Simon Pe
ter denied three times that he even knew Jesus, the unthinkable had hap
pened: The staunch confessor of his Savior (Matthew 16:16) lost his 
faith and placed his soul in jeopardy of damnation at the hands of “Him 
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28b).

Let us examine, first of all, what Peter DID that constituted a DENIAL of 
Jesus. We read in Luke’s account that when the Savior was arrested in 
the Garden of Gethsemane by servants of the High Priest, “they took 
Him, and led Him, and brought Him into the High Priest’s house. And
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Peter followed afar off' (v. 54). Wasn’t Peter the one who had boasted 
to Jesus: “Lord, I am ready to go with Thee, both into prison and to 
death”?? (v. 33). Wasn’t Peter the one who put his faithfulness on a 
higher level than that of all the other disciples, saying: “Though all men 
shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be of
fended!” (Matthew 26:33)?? His sinful pride had puffed itself up far 
above the willingness of his New Man to bear the cross with Jesus, and 
he (and also the other disciples) imagined themselves so strong and so 
steadfast that they were essentially immune to temptation! —And yet, 
they slept in the garden while Jesus agonized and prayed! They thought 
they could win a victory over Jesus’ enemies “with the sword” (Luke 
22:49), and yet “they all forsook Him andfled” (Matthew 26:56) when 
Jesus was led away! —And now, cocksure Peter —steadfast, faithful, 
and fearless Peter— “followed AFAR OFF. ” That was a DENIAL of Je
sus in and of itself!

Those “scorners ” and blasphemers of the Lord Jesus, with whom Peter 
chose to keep company, weren’t stupid! They had eyes! They had 
ears! And they soon ’’zeroed in” on Peter, one after the other, to ’’test

“And when [the High Priest’s servants] had kindled a fire in the midst 
of the hall and were set down together, ” Luke tells us, “Peter sat down 
among them. ” He didn’t even follow John’s example and go into the 
courtroom with Jesus. He sat around a cozy fire with Jesus’ enemies 
instead! What kind of testimony was that as to where Peter’s loyalties 
lay?? He knew better than to do it too\ For Jesus had told His disciples, 
as He has told also US in His precious Word: “He that gathereth not 
with Me scattereth!” (11:23). Peter knew Psalm 1, as YOU and I also 
know it: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. ” —But did Peter pay any attention to those warnings?? 
...Why should he? After all, he was a strong Christian! He was a de
voted disciple! No need to worry about Peter!! —And yet, as he sat 
there, surrounded by “the scornful, ” with no positive spiritual influence 
to strengthen him, with no brother in the faith to exhort and admonish 
him, Peter was simply overwhelmed by the “odds” stacked against 
him; he felt the crush of what we call today “peer pressure” to conform 
to the “group”; and he became, in effect, one of them!! —ANOTHER 
denial of His Savior, in which his actions spoke even louder than his 
words! —Or did THEY?? His words were yet to be heard!
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But are we any better than Peter with respect to our faithful confession 
of Jesus’ Name, with respect to our diligent hearing and heeding of His 
Word, with respect to the worldly company we often keep, and with re
spect to the compromises we often make to accommodate our "social 
comfort zone” and our temporal safety here in this world??

his mettle.” And, instead of being a rock-like, solid, bold confessor of 
His Savior, he “wimped out” completely; and, in just a little over one 
hour of hanging out with “the world, ” Peter DENIED JESUS three sepa
rate times in plain and deliberate words, punctuated with cursing and 
swearing! (Mark 14:71). —We read in Luke 22 that “a certain maid 
beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and 
said, 'This man was also with Him.' And he DENIED Him, saying, 
'Woman, I know Him not!'” (w. 56-57). —And after a little while, an
other saw him and said, 'Thou art also of them.’ And Peter said, 'Man, 
I am not!1 And about the space of one hour after, another confidently 
affirmed, saying, 'Of a truth this fellow also was with Him, for he is a 
Galilean. ’ And Peter said, ‘Man, I know not what thou sayest!'” (w. 
58-60). Some of these servants had been in the mob that arrested Jesus 
and had seen Peter with Jesus; others noticed Peter’s Galilean accent as 
standing out among all of theirs (who were Judeans); and one servant in 
particular remembered Peter all too clearly as the one who had hacked 
off his ear with his sword in the Garden of Gethsemane! —And in the 
face of all that evidence —in the face of all those opportunities to ad
mit who he was and to confess Jesus as his Lord and Savior, even if it 
meant suffering with Him —Peter deliberately DENIED even knowing 
Jesus! Three times! “Before the cock [crew] twice!” (Mark 14:30).

“And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. ” How that denial by one 
of His own, one of His friends, one of His brethren, one of His 
trusted disciples, deeply HURT the dear Savior—like a stab-in-the- 
back! To suffer at the hand of one’s enemies is one thing, but to be de
nied by a brother-in-the-faith is quite another! “And Peter remem
bered the word of the Lord, how He had said unto him, 'Before the cock 
crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice.' And Peter went out and wept bit
terly” (Luke 22:61-62). Peter’s hardened pride melted like heated wax 
under the Lord’s reproachful gaze, and he broke down in bitter tears of 
heartfelt sorrow and contrition for what he had done —for the anguish 
of heart that he had caused His Savior!
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—Peter had followed Jesus “afar off.” Why don’t WE follow Him 
more closely than we do, gather more regularly and consistently 
about His Word when we have so many opportunities to do so?? Is it 
perhaps that we think, like Peter, that we’re so strong and spiritually 
solid that we don’t NEED daily Bible reading, Bible study, Bible-based 
devotions with our families, Bible classes on Sunday mornings and, 
when available, during the week? Why is it that we are seen sometimes 
only minimally in and around God’s House, as if we have so many 
competing things that require our attention that we simply have no 
time LEFT for the “one thing needful” (Luke 10:42) after we have 
taken care of our other priorities?

Therefore, when the Lord Jesus turns to us in His Word and “looks 
upon us” in reproach for our many denials of His Name —either in 
words or in deeds, by what we have said or by what we have failed to 
say, by what we have done or what we have neglected to do— let us 
humbly “weep bitterly" with Peter tears of sincere and heartfelt contri
tion instead of denying our many denials? Let us see through our tear- 
filled eyes what anguish WE have caused our Savior by failing to own 
Him as our dearest Friend’ But then, let us be comforted again with 
the knowledge that He suffered denials for OUR denials, that “He was

—And when we have an opportunity to admonish an erring Christian 
brother or sister from the Word of God, do we take it —for his soul’s 
sake— OR do we talk instead about the weather, about his family, about 
his job, about his vacation trip, about anything else BUT our Savior, His 
will and grace —as if we didn’t even “KNOW the Man "I?

—With whom do we “hang out” when we have opportunities for socia
bility? With our brethren in the faith? ... OR with “the scornful” who 
put down our faith, our church, our pastor, our brethren and our ortho
dox position in doctrine and practice? Are our best friends those of our 
precious fellowship? ... OR are they worldly people with whom we 
have little or nothing in common spiritually?? And when our “friends” 
carry on in a manner that offends our Savior, that flies in the face of His 
Word and will, do we have the spiritual “guts” to stand up, to speak up 
and to challenge what they are doing? ... OR do we just “shut up” 
rather than make waves and risk being drawn into a discussion about 
spiritual values, about the principles of God’s Word, and about the 
Christian way of life that we claim to treasure so highly?
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With forbidden pleasures should this vain world charm 
or its tempting treasures spread to work me harm, 

bring to my remembrance sad Gethsemane 
or, in darker semblance, Cross-crowned Calvary.

In the hour of trial, Jesus, pleadfor me 
lest by base denial I depart from Thee.

When Thou see ’st me waver, with a look recall 
nor for fear or favor suffer me to fall.

[denied] for OUR offenses” (Romans 4:25), laying down His suffering 
and death at the throne of His heavenly Father as the ransom-price of 
our redemption! As surely as the Lord had borne Peter*s griefs and car
ried Peter’s sorrows as his vicarious Redeemer (Isaiah 53), 
“surely...for the transgression of [His] people” —including US— 
“was He stricken” with anguish and bitter disappointment. His aching 
heart was “bruised” for Peter’s “iniquities; ” but because His sacrifice 
was all-sufficient for “the iniquity of US ALL” —even for OUR OF
FENSES, “God... reconciled the world unto Himself, ” He freely forgave 
us all OUR sins, no longer charging them against us (II Corinthians 
5:19), but declaring us poor sinners righteous in His holy sight! Let us 
hang on to that blessed comfort with confident faith, and may the mag
nitude of Jesus’ sufferings, the vastness of God’s grace to us for His 
sake, the forgiveness that we have received through faith in His blood, 
motivate US, now and in the future, to be more faithful in standing up 
for His cause, more steadfast in the confession of His Name, and more 
resolute in our willingness to bear His cross —not of our own strength, 
but each of us saying with the Apostle Paul: “I can do all things 
through Christ, which strengthened me” (Philippians 4:13) and pray
ing with the hymnwriter:
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CAIAPHAS -
THE HAUGHTY HIGH PRIEST

One of the many characters in the Passion History recorded in the New 
Testament was Caiaphas the High Priest who presided over our Lord’s 
trial before the Jewish Council (Matt. 26:57). it is important to remem
ber that the historical figures involved in the divine drama of redemp
tion acted according to their own desires and decisions. God held every 
one of them personally accountable for rejecting their Messiah and cru
cifying the Son of God; however, at the same time they were unwitting 
participants in the Divine plan of God; a plan greater than anyone could 
have imagined. In the prayer of the Apostles in Acts 4:27,28 is revealed 
the divine perspective of those who plotted against and put to death the 
Lord Jesus Christ. “For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen
tiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.”

Caiaphas the High Priest and the others involved in the crucifixion of 
our Lord acted freely of their own accord — no one was forced to par
ticipate in the death of Christ. At the same time, Scripture reveals that 
God mysteriously worked in and through the events of Christ’s passion 
to bring about the redemptive work of Jesus Christ exactly as it hap
pened. AH that transpired in the life and death of our Lord was accord
ing to what the Divine counsel of God determined beforehand would 
occur. This truth of God’s power and involvement in the affairs of men 
is a mystery and a great comfort for the believer as he lives in the un
certainty of this world. The sovereign and gracious will of God will be 
fulfilled in the earth; there are no accidents in God’s providence. The 
believer can rest assured in the promises of God given in Jesus Christ 
that every detail of His Word will be fulfilled.

The key characters in the Passion History are introduced to us in the 
Gospel record. At the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry Luke es
tablishes the historical context of his Gospel by recording the various 
Roman political leaders of the day. Along with the leaders of the Ro
man Empire he mentions both Annas and Caiaphas who were serving as 
the High Priests in Jerusalem (Luke 3:1,2). Caiaphas was married to the
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At the highest levels of the Jewish religion, the leaders found it expedi
ent to cooperate with pagan Rome which held the political rule of Is
rael. They did this to maintain their religious leadership, and to gain fi
nancially from Roman occupation. The relationship the Jewish leaders 
maintained with Rome was mutually beneficial but also tenuous. 
Caiaphas was familiar with history; he knew what the Romans had done 
in the past when religious upstarts and self proclaimed messiahs had 
arisen to challenge their authority. He understood that the popularity of 
Jesus’ miracles and ministry, if perceived by Rome as a threat to its au
thority, had the potential to bring the dreadful wrath of the Roman Em
pire down upon their heads. This would likely mean the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the loss of the privileges enjoyed by Caiaphas and his

daughter of Annas who served as High Priest before him, and probably 
continued to work with and advise his son-in-law in his official duties. 
In Acts 5:17 we learn that Caiaphas was a member of the sect of the 
Sadducees and served on the Supreme Jewish Council called the San
hedrin. Under the Roman Empire, the Jewish Sanhedrin was limited in 
its power; they were forbidden to inflict the death penalty upon anyone. 
For this reason, during Jesus’ trial, having judged Him guilty of blas
phemy for claiming to be “the Christ, the Son of God” (Matt. 26:63- 
66), Caiaphas sent our Lord to Pilate the Roman Governor that he might 
pronounce the sentence of death against Him (Matt. 27:2; John 18:28).

Caiaphas serves as a warning throughout history concerning the dangers 
of false religion, especially when it is wrapped up in political power and 
wealth. Such false religion in itself destroys the souls of those involved 
in it. Throughout history, whenever the Church became intertwined 
with the political kingdoms of the world, the results were false doctrine, 
political corruption, and loss of the pure Gospel. The combination of 
religion with political power and wealth is a volatile mix. Men will ig
nore God’s word and will look to politics and money as the answers for 
their lives. Power and money will corrupt those who serve them. As is 
often quoted: “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts abso
lutely. ” When a man no longer submits to the Scriptures and instead 
seeks to rule by power and wealth, even if he has a religion, his religion 
will be a satanic counterfeit. This was the kind of religion that Jesus 
confronted during His earthly ministry in the persons of the Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and Scribes. The Jewish religion was corrupt, ruled by 
money, hypocrisy, and the political power of the state.
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Caiaphas the High Priest of the Lord was maliciously plotting the mur
der of the Son of God and, unbeknownst to him, was also speaking Bi
ble Prophecy. As High Priest, God enabled him that day to prophesy the 
death of Jesus Christ for the sins of the entire world. “And this spake 
he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied 
that Jesus should die for that nation; and not for that nation only, 
but that also he should gather together in one the children of God 
that were scattered abroad.” (John 11:51,52). God is able to take the 
evil plans of wicked men and use them to accomplish His divine will 
here on earth. The false religion of Caiaphas and the other religious 
leaders of Israel was a religion of lies, murder, and countless other sins; 
it had become the religion of the devil himself. By God’s grace, Israel 
still contained true believers while our Lord was incarnate on the earth. 
These are the ones that believed in Him as the long-awaited Messiah. 
But the combination of false doctrine and rank unbelief in the positions 
of leadership in the Temple produced an official false religion filled 
with hypocrisy, man-made tradition, and lies.

Jesus warned His followers of the hypocrisy of the religious leaders in 
Jerusalem who sat in the Seat of Moses. “All therefore whatsoever 
they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their

The problem was that many of the people were beginning to believe on 
Christ, especially after the resurrection of Lazarus that had occurred a 
few days before (John 11:43-46). During the council’s discussion, one 
man expressed the fear of the entire group: “If we let him thus alone, 
all men will believe on Him: and the Romans shall come and take 
away both our place and nation” (John 11:48). Caiaphas was not 
overly concerned about Jesus for he knew exactly what had to be done. 
Jesus had to be killed. To make it legal, they would use the power of the 
Roman government to carry it out. He rationalized the murder of Jesus 
on the basis of the higher good of saving the nation of Israel (and his 
own skin) from destruction. He dismissed the fear and concern of the 
other members of the Council. “Ye know nothing at all, nor consider 
that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, 
and that the whole nation perish not” (John 11:49b,50).

religious cohorts. They had to do something about Jesus and do it 
quickly. The subject of Jesus was discussed by Caiaphas and the other 
leaders in the Supreme Jewish Council in John 11:47-53.
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The lesson of Caiaphas is a warning to the church of the grave conse
quences of mixing religion with politics. It produces a false religion. 
False religion is of the devil and leads to pride, murder, lying, greed, 
and many other sins. For the sake of our own souls we must come out 
from the midst of false doctrine and be separate from it lest we also are 
deceived. Our hope is not in this world and its political systems — it is 
in the true religion of Jesus Christ. Then when we die, we look forward

works: for they say, and do not” (Matt. 23:3). He condemned their 
false doctrine in John 8:44 and revealed the true source of their religion: 
“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he a liar, and the father of it.” Religious 
hypocrites had substituted their own human traditions in place of the 
Scriptures, and Jesus exposed their worship as vain and man-made: “In 
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men” (Matt. 15:9).

History teaches us that when men reject the Gospel and embrace false 
doctrine, their lust and greed will lead to increased tyranny, corruption, 
and religious oppression. What Paul said has been proven true countless 
times in the visible church: “For the love of money is the root of all 
evil” (I Tim. 6:10a). Satan hates Jesus Christ and he inspires men by 
false religion to persecute and oppress the true Church in order to elimi
nate the Gospel. The experience of Martin Luther during the Reforma
tion with the Roman Catholic Church is an example of what happens 
when Satan’s religion combines with the power and wealth of the state. 
Apart from God’s preserving grace, the Roman Catholic dragon would 
have devoured Luther and silenced the Gospel. We give thanks to God 
that Luther could not be bought or frightened by the religious and po
litical powers in Rome. Their threats against him were very real. We 
can see this same spirit in the modem Lutheran synods that are increas
ingly ruled by politics, intrigue, majority rule, and money rather than 
love for Christ and the pure doctrines of the Gospel. This same combi
nation of religion, power politics, and money is also demonstrated in 
the Reformed Churches. Some of them continue searching for an an
swer to man’s problems by political action committees, voter registra
tion, and wielding political power while neglecting the preaching of the 
Gospel.
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THE RICH BUT FAITHFUL ONE
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to our eternal home in Heaven. We do not trust in man’s strength, 
whether politics, money, or power — our faith is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His death for our sins. We also rest in the fact that God is 
able to fulfill His sovereign and gracious will in the earth in spite of the 
evil deeds of men in places of religious and political power. God used 
the evil plotting of Caiaphas to help accomplish our great redemption, 
and He will continue to fulfill His Word until the Last Day when our 
Lord returns to judge the world. Amen.

Joseph is the man who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus so that he 
might give it proper burial. It is said that he came from Arimathea or 
Rama, a place that cannot be definitely established. He was a member 
of the Jewish Sanhedrin, the ruling body of seventy, as was Nicodemus. 
It is said that Joseph was a good man and a just one, who had not con
sented to the sentence of death which his cohorts on the Sanhedrin had 
passed in condemning the Prophet from Nazareth, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And Joseph was not only a good man, but “he waited for the 
kingdom of God".

One might think that those words merely indicated that he, like most 
Jews, anticipated Christ’s establishment of an earthly kingdom, but we

The account of Joseph of Arimathea appears in all four Gospels. We 
have quoted the account from Luke because it is more complete. In 
John’s account we are given the information about the involvement of 
Nicodemus in the burial of Christ.

“And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he 
was a good man, and a just: (The same had not consented to the coun
sel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathea, a city of the Jews: who 
also himself waited for the kingdom of God. This man went unto Pilate, 
and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it in 
linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never 
man before was laid. And that day was the preparation, and the sab
bath drew on. " (Luke 23:50-54)
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are also told that “he was a disciple of Jesus, although secretly because 
he feared the Jews. ” And those latter words would indicate that Joseph 
was a true believer in the Messiah as the One who would come not to 
establish an earthly kingdom, but to rescue people from their sins.

And then that other notable member of the Sanhedrin appeared, Nicode
mus, who on another occasion had secretly sought out Jesus at night be
cause he, too, feared for his life at the hands of the Jews. He brought 
with him myrrh and aloes, the fragrant mixture well known to the Jews 
for purposes of anointing or burying.

And so the embalming took place. None of Christ’s former disciples 
were there. John undoubtedly was with Jesus’ Mother. The others, 
who had “stood afar off, beholding, ” appear to have left. Only a few 
faithful ones, among them Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, the 
mother of Joses, remained, watching from some distance away. Jewish 
custom would not have permitted them to mingle with members of the 
Sanhedrin. And that probably explains why, on Easter morning, they, 
too, came with spices to embalm the body of their Lord, a body which 
had already been embalmed.

And now Joseph’s faith would be translated into action. He boldly 
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Ordinarily, no one cared 
much about the bodies of criminals hanging on crosses outside the city 
limits. Usually the dogs and other animals were rewarded with these 
bodies. But Joseph, like the Centurion near the cross, knew that Jesus 
was a Special Person. His conviction might also have been expressed 
with the words, “Truly this Man was the Son of God.” And the bold 
request of Joseph, as well as the fact that Christ had died so rapidly, im
pressed the Roman Governor, Pilate. Therefore he gave his permission 
to Joseph to dispose of the body of the Savior.

Where would Joseph put the body? The holy Sabbath, beginning at six 
o’clock on Friday evening, was swiftly drawing near; and no work 
could be done on the Sabbath. This is probably an added reason why 
Joseph decided to bury Christ in his own recently constructed tomb, 
which was nearby. These tombs or caves were carved out of rock. It 
has been said that at the entrance to these tombs there was a “court”, 
nine feet square, where the bier was ordinarily deposited, and where the 
bodies were embalmed. It is to this “court” that Joseph and his helpers 
took the body of Jesus.
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In Scripture we are instructed to confess Christ to others. “Whosoever 
shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess be
fore the angels of God: But he that denieth me before men shall be de
nied before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8). In Matthew 10:32,33 it is 
put this way, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever 
shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which 
is in heaven. ” Was not Joseph denying God with his silence before his 
peers? That would appear to be the case. Yet, we should note that, 
unlike Peter, he did not publicly deny Christ. And it might have only 
been a short time that he was silent before his colleagues of the Sanhed
rin. What became of Joseph and Nicodemus after Christ’s resurrection 
we are not told. We have every reason to believe that they became pub
lic confessors of Christ, but the Bible and history are silent on the mat
ter.

Here we have two men who believed in the Promised Messiah, the Sav
ior from sin. Undoubtedly, their knowledge of the Old Testament and 
Jesus’ own words convinced them that He was who He claimed to be, 
their Lord and Savior. But they did not openly proclaim their beliefs 
because their colleagues on the Sanhedrin were some of the most vile 
haters of the Savior. We can only speculate as to what might have hap
pened had they stated publicly that they believed that Christ was the 
Son of God. They surely would have been persecuted. And it is likely 
that they would have been discharged from the Sanhedrin, and their 
livelihood would have been threatened. Eventually they might have 
been tried in the courts and even imprisoned or executed.

It would appear that Nicodemus might have had a stronger faith than 
Joseph because in John 7 he spoke in defense of Jesus. However, both 
men are now bold in their faith as they dare to secure permission to take 
the body of Jesus and bury it.

More importantly for us is the question of whether we hesitate to con
fess Christ publicly for fear of persecution and scorn. How many situa
tions have there been in our lives when we should have loudly pro-

But what spiritual lessons can we learn from these two men, Nicodemus 
and Joseph, especially in this case, Joseph?
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But where members of a congregation truly know and appreciate the 
love, mercy, and grace of God, there one will usually find peace and 
harmony; or, if there is disagreement and dissension for a time, the 
bond of peace will be reaffirmed and reestablished by applying the 
teachings of the Scriptures.

claimed what the Gospel truth was in a certain matter. Were we just too 
timid to speak up as we should have spoken?

To our shame, our timidity or lack of Scriptural knowledge can make us 
hesitant to proclaim or defend the Truth. Surely a pastor should be able 
to do this better than the average Christian. He has been trained (some 
better than others) to do this; but it is required of each believer to con
fess Christ before mankind.

At our Conference’s convention in San Antonio last summer it was 
noted in an essay how important it is that the people of our Conference 
be thoroughly instructed in the Word of God. Many Christians tend to 
think that an hour of worship per week is sufficient to make one a well- 
informed Christian. I do not find that attitude widespread in our Con
ference, but it surely is far too prevalent in other synods and church 
bodies. And that is largely the reason why they have forsaken Bible 
doctrines. If one does not thoroughly know the Truth, it is far easier to 
put it aside and replace it with man-made teachings! And it is also true, 
as many of our Conference’s pastors will attest, that lack of Scriptural 
knowledge in a church will often lead to dissension and schism.

Moreover, in our consideration of Joseph and Nicodemus, we find that 
they were also wealthy men. Joseph is called 11 a rich man of Arimat- 
hea. ” The Bible says that “it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God. ” (Matthew 19:24) That makes it all the more notable, then, to see 
Nicodemus and Joseph seeking and serving Christ. Like many wealthy 
people, they could have been content merely to shower themselves with 
many material goods and spend all their time in the pleasures and pur
suits of the world; but Nicodemus and Joseph, like a minority of 
wealthy people today, evidently felt that there was something lacking in 
their life, and they sought to have the void filled with and by Christ. As 
a result, Joseph resolved to provide his own tomb as a place in which to 
bury the Son of God and Son of Man; and the two of them, Nicodemus



—D. G. R.

47

Joseph of Arimathea was rich but faithful. And we are like him, for 
"[We] know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was 
rich, yet for [our] sakes he became poor, that [we] through his poverty 
might be rich " (II Corinthians 8:9).

How does one define a wealthy person today? Many, many Americans 
are wealthy according to a material standard, yet all the members of our 
Concordia Lutheran Conference are wealthy according to another stan
dard, for they have been richly blessed by God with faith in the Savior’s 
death on the cross for their sins. But, according to the first standard, 
there are some in our Conference who are better able to share greatly 
with others the material goods with which they have been blessed. Like 
Joseph, they are able to give extraordinary gifts to the Church. And 
they have in the past, and still do. They are the ones who give gener
ously to their own congregation for the support of their pastor, and for 
any other needs of their local church. But they also are moved, as a re
sult of a strong faith in their Savior, to give large gifts to the Conference 
for various causes. It might be for the printing endeavors of the Confer
ence, such as the Concordia Lutheran, Sunday School materials, or 
tracts that their gifts are given; it might be to assure that conferences 
and conventions might continue to be held, when travel expenses might 
be an obstacle; or their gifts might be given to support pastors around 
the world who have shown themselves to be orthodox teachers of God’s 
Word. In these and other ways the Josephs of Arimathea among us are 
rich blessings to their own congregations and to the Conference.

But, according to another standard, whether we are wealthy or not so 
wealthy, we are all like Joseph or Nicodemus, for our Christian faith 
makes us spiritually rich with them. We, too, like they, may sometimes 
be hesitant to speak the truth for fear of the consequences; but when the 
new man has again conquered the old man within us, we continue to be 
faithful to our Lord in all our service to Him Who has paid the full debt 
of our sinfulness. Also, we, too, support our local congregation and 
our Conference, even though the gifts of some of us may be more in the 
form of "widow’s mites

and Joseph, furnished the spices for embalming and performed the ser
vice.


