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 To set forth in simple and plain lan-
guage the pure doctrine of God's Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932. 
 To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and how, 
out of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are to lead Godly lives. 
 To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi-
tation. 
 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's institution.  
All who do this are the true visible Church on 
earth. 
 To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.  
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice 
a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 
 To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.." 
 To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph-
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God. 
 To expose particularly the false teach-
ing and practice of the various so-called 
"Lutheran" church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what is plainly 
recorded in the Word of God, in the 
Lutheran Confessions, and in the old or-
thodox Lutheran writings. 
 To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings in 
the church and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 
 To be truthful and factual in our report-
ing and freely to correct any misinformation 
of which we are not aware and which has 
been called to our attention. Also to clarify 
any information or statement of doctrine 
or practice which may be unclear to our 
readers or which may create a wrong 
impression. 



 

79 

 The Lord Commands Separation! 
 

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  
And what communion hath light with darkness?  And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial?  Or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel?  And what agreement hath the tem-
ple of God with idols? … Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing….”  —II Corinthians 6:14ff. 

 
 
As a vicar at St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church in Sauk Village, Illinois, 
I received this invitation from the local Roman Catholic congregation 
a few blocks down the road: 
   
 Dear Rev. Edward Morley: 
 

In a spirit of Ecumenism, the Priests and People of St. James Parish 
extend a sincere invitation to you and your congregation to attend a 
5 day COMMUNITY RETREAT here at St. James.  It will be con-
ducted by a Retreat Team from Notre Dame, consisting of Father 
Robert Nogosek and Beth Ann Hughes.  It is hoped that those who 
participate will be helped spiritually in line with their own beliefs.  
Please return the registration form that you will find in the Villager 
Newspaper. 

          Respectfully, 
 
          Rev. Paul L. Didier, Pastor 
 
Now what is wrong with such an invitation?  There is something 
much more seriously wrong than the mere misspelling of my last 
name and giving me an honorific title I had not yet received.  How 
should a Christian pastor respond to such ecumenical invitations?  
How should any and every Christian respond when confronted with 
situations in which fellowship with the heterodox is solicited, sug-
gested or even opened as a possibility?.  The proper response is found 
in the text above which tells us why must we must flatly refuse to take 
part: The Lord Commands Separation!  The Apostle Paul’s admoni-
tion teaches us both what we are not to do and why:  Be not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers; for the Lord demands a separate peo-
ple, set apart for His use. 
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St. Paul tells the Corinthians and us as well: “Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness?  And what communion hath light with darkness?  And 
what concord hath Christ with Belial?  Or what part hath he that be-
lieveth with an infidel?  And what agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols?  For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.”  The Apostle uses a present participle ever to for-
bid certain behavior: Do not even attempt, do not even try, do not even 
begin to be unequally yoked.  We are never to come under an unequal 
yoke or harness.  The main point is that such a yoke is different; it is 
another yoke, utterly alien and foreign to that which Christians wear. 
 
In Philippians 4:3, the Apostle mentions a “true yokefellow,” that is, a 
person who is a genuine yokefellow.  There were many who claimed to 
be yoked together with the Apostle in the work of the Gospel, but not all 
were true, genuine.  The test of genuineness is found in I Timothy 6:3-
5— “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 
according to godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 
questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil 
surmisings,  perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of 
the truth, supposing that gain is godliness; from such withdraw thyself.” 
 
This test is identical to that our Lord gives us in Matthew 7:15-23— 
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves.  Ye shall know them by their fruits.  
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?  Even so every good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit, but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit.  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit.  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down and cast into the fire. Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall 
know them.  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven but he that doeth the will of My Father 
which is in heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name have cast out devils, 
and in Thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you.  Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
We dare not be found “yoked together” with those who teach con-
trary to God’s Word.  Amos asks, “Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3).  And here is where the unequal yoke 
becomes obvious! 
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In the Old Testament we read: “Thou shalt not plow with an ox and 
an ass together” (Deuteronomy 22:10).  Here the Lord forbade the 
yoking of a clean and an unclean beast.  This was an unequal yoke.  
Even so, we dare not be found yoked with an unbeliever; it is an un-
equal yoke.  To be connected in such a way is clearly forbidden by 
God.  We commonly call such a yoking the sin of “unionism.”  
“Unionism” is uniting in fellowship with those not of one faith and 
confession with us.  Today many use very clever arguments to se-
duce believers into unionistic endeavors, calling it a sin against love 
if we fail to unite with them.  They also call us judgmental and le-
galistic when we label them as heterodox, as those who teach other 
than God’s Word teaches.  But what would they call the Apostle 
Paul?  He calls the false teachers that disturbed the church at Cor-
inth “unbelievers.”  Why?  They preached a false Gospel, another 
Gospel (Galatians 1:8-9).  They claimed sincerely to preach Christ; 
they claimed to be “ministers of Christ” (II Corinthians 11:23); but, 
because they adulterated the pure Gospel, the Apostle labels them, 
and rightly so, “unbelievers” —and this in spite of the fact that they 
professed allegiance to Christ.  As Professor J. D. Meyer notes: 
 

We can well imagine how difficult it must have been for the 
Corinthians to swallow this pill.  There had come to them 
men who were devout, who devoted themselves to the cause 
of the Gospel, who would present the Gospel in an attrac-
tive, fascinating way.  They themselves felt that they had 
been greatly enriched spiritually and edified by the warm 
and eloquent presentation of these excellent apostles.  And 
now Paul bluntly calls them unbelievers, and warns his read-
ers against cooperation with them, not even making an ex-
ception for cooperation in externals.  Of course, he is speak-
ing about church work and things that have to do with 
church work…. Hence any cooperation with adulterators of 
the Gospel of justification…must be avoided.  Not to do so 
would result in a mismatched yoke––fellowship with unbe-
lievers.  (Ministers of Christ, p. 134). 

 
Now what about those who do not deny the central doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith but teach false doctrine in other areas?  Does this command 
also apply to them?  Dr. Lenski has some sound words on that subject: 
 

“With unbelievers” mentions the extreme.  Some read this and 
the following like the Pharisees read the commandments: Thou 
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shalt not kill, shalt not commit adultery! as if this forbids only the 
extreme.  Did Jesus, then, expound in vain in Matt. 5:21, etc., by 
showing that every extreme includes everything of the same nature 
that has not yet reached that extreme?  To be sure, the extremes 
murder and adultery must be named, for many go that far; but this 
forbids even the first step in that direction.  This is true with regard 
to total unbelief which makes open mock of Christ.  It includes 
every bit of unbelief, every repudiation of Christ’s doctrine, every 
little yoke that is not of the true faith.  Besser is right when he finds 
in these yokes a reference to unionism with those who repudiate any 
part of the Word.  (Interpretation of I and II Corinthians, p. 1079). 

 
To whom then should we apply this text?  Not only to those that deny jus-
tification by faith, which are rightly called “unbelievers,” but also to those 
who are heterodox, who teach contrary to any doctrine of Holy Scripture 
(Romans 16:17).  Our Lutheran Confessions quote our title-text in refer-
ence to the Roman Catholic Church: 
 

All Christians ought most diligently to beware of becoming partakers 
of the godless doctrine, blasphemies, and unjust cruelties of the Pope; 
but ought to desert and execrate [curse] the Pope with his members, 
or adherents, as the kingdom of Antichrist, just as Christ has com-
manded (Matthew 7:15): “Beware of false prophets.”  And Paul 
commands us to avoid false teachers and execrate them as an abomi-
nation.  And in II Corinthians 6:14 he says: “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers; for what communion hath light with 
darkness?”  It is a grave matter wanting to separate one’s self from 
so many lands and nations, and to profess a separate doctrine; but 
here stands God’s command, that every one should beware and not 
agree with those who maintain false doctrine…. (Concordia 
Triglotta, p. 1061, §22-23). 

 
We must also use this text to forbid fellowship with heterodox churches 
and church-bodies.  Dr. Francis Pieper wrote in 1889: 
 

Objections have been raised against the use of this passage as proof 
that God has forbidden fellowship with heterodox churches.  The 
objectors claim that this passage speaks of unbelievers, and not of 
erring believers.  But erring churches are, to the extent that they err, 
also unbelieving.  They are unbelieving with respect to quite a num-
ber of Bible passages.  And to this they add the terrible sin that, on 
the basis of their errors, they have established sectarian commun-
ions in the Christian Church.  Thereby they split up Christendom 
and oppose, fight against, the orthodox church.  Word for word, the 
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passage, II Corinthians 6, applies to erring churches insofar as 
they are such.  It says, “What fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness?”  To preach false doctrine, and to believe false 
doctrine, is the greatest wickedness there is, a sin against the First 
Commandment.  Luther stresses this so frequently.  He always 
repeats:  “False doctrine is a sin against the First Command-
ment.”  Whoever sets aside God’s Word, twists God’s Word 
around, puts his own meaning into God’s Word; he does not per-
mit God to be his God; he acts unrighteously. 

 
God often says in His Word: “Thou shalt not steal.”  But just 
as clearly and even much oftener we find it said in Scripture:  
You shall not believe false doctrine; you shall not preach false 
doctrine; you shall not listen to false doctrine.  Now, just as he 
is unrighteous who steals contrary to God’s command, so espe-
cially also is he unrighteous who, contrary to the equally clear 
command of God, preaches, accepts or promotes false doctrine, 
and that in any amount whatever.  When God says you must not 
steal, then you should not steal even a little bit.  The same 
holds true in respect of hearing and preaching false doctrine.  
You already become a partaker of unrighteousness by spreading 
and advancing only one doctrinal error.  The first part of Chris-
tian righteousness and Christian life is the trusting acceptance 
of the whole Word of God.  We read further: “What commun-
ion hath light with darkness?”  But false doctrine is darkness, 
just as true, revealed doctrine is the light in this world.  “What 
concord hath Christ with Belial?”  All false doctrine is a work 
of the devil.  It is lying in spiritual things against God.  And the 
real father of this lying is the devil.  Whoever supports false 
doctrine is doing the devil’s work. 
 
What agreement hath the temple of God with idols?  The church is 
God’s temple, and it is His temple for the very reason that God’s 
Word is proclaimed therein.  Insofar as man’s doctrine, error, is 
preached in the church, you teach the worship of a different god 
than the true one who has revealed Himself in Scripture.  Yes, in-
sofar as a different doctrine than God’s Word is proclaimed in the 
church, you really turn God’s house into a temple of idols.  That 
the coming out from among them, of which II Corinthians 6 
speaks, applies in particular to separation from the heterodox, is 
set forth in Romans 16:17, where we read: “Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.” (The Dif-
ference Between Orthodox and Heterodox Churches, pp. 27-28). 
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How can we possibly fellowship with the unbelieving and the hetero-
dox?  Verses 16-18: “And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols?  For ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people.  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye sepa-
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daugh-
ters, saith the Lord Almighty.”  We are made “the temple of the living 
God,” the living God’s sanctuary, “an holy temple in the 
Lord” (Ephesians 2:21), “an habitation of God through the Spirit” (v. 
22), “a spiritual house” (I Peter 2:5), “the church of the living God” (I 
Timothy 3:15).  To all who would even think to defile this temple with 
idols and false worship, Paul asks: “Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  If any man defile 
the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are” (I Corinthians 36:196-2017).  Yes, “ye are 
bought with a price” (I Corinthians 7:23a); this is how you became a 
holy temple in God’s sight.  His only-begotten Son paid the price.  For 
“the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us;” the Son of God taber-
nacled or tented among us, partaking of flesh and blood.  He allowed 
His enemies to destroy His “temple,” His holy body, on the tree; and, 
in three days, the “temple” again stood; for He had promised: “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up….  He spake of the tem-
ple of His body” (John 2:19, 21). 
 
Christ paid the price of our redemption with this holy sacrifice, bear-
ing our sins in His own holy body on the tree (I Peter 2:24).  The ran-
som was paid; for He “was delivered for our offenses, and was raised 
again for our justification” (Romans 4:25).  The Lord God Almighty 
promises to receive you favorably, in kindness and grace, as His sons 
and daughters because His only-begotten Son paid your purchase 
price: “He hath made us accepted in the Beloved,  in whom we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of His grace.” (Ephesians 1:6b-7).  The Scriptures tell us 
most assuredly: “When the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem 
[buy back] them that were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).  “Ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26).  For “as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His Name” (John 1:12).  Yes, He shed His holy, pre-
cious and innocent blood to pay for all your sins, to blot them out of 
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God’s memory forever, so that you may be the sons and daughters of 
the Lord God Almighty. 
 
As thankful children, we should obey our heavenly Father who com-
mands separation.  The Lord has made us His peculiar people, conse-
crated and set apart for His use.  As Peter explains, I Peter 2:9-10— 
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; which in time past 
were not a people, but are now the people of God; which had not ob-
tained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.”  Yes, in Christ we are 
made God’s saints, His holy ones, His beloved children.  We should live 
accordingly. “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God” (II Corinthians 7:1). 
 
We have the sure and certain promises of a God who cannot lie.  We 
know also that in Christ God confirms His promises with an oath:  “For 
all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory 
of God…” (II Corinthians 1:20).  We have been given “exceeding great 
and precious promises” (II Peter 1:4), the greatest of which is salvation: 
“This is the promise that He hath promised us, even eternal life” (I John 
2:25).  As the children of God, we should serve God in joy and thankful-
ness, trusting His Word, loving His commandments, and earnestly desir-
ing not to offend him: “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11). 
 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers! … Come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord.”  The Lord commands it. 

 
—E. J. W.  

“Mark them which cause divisions and 
offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned, and avoid them!” 
 

— Romans 16:17 
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Convention Digest 
 

MOTTO: “That there be no divisions among you.”  I Corinthians 1:10 
 
Appropriately named for the large oak trees which line many of its 
streets and grace its recreational areas, Oak Park, Illinois, a western sub-
urb of Chicago, is located immediately adjacent to the city and only 
twenty minutes west of “the Loop” by rapid transit.  It was the home of 

the innovative architect Frank 
Lloyd Wright, whose studio 
and quite a few of the homes 
he designed are still open to 
visitors.  Judged by many to 
be one of the most “livable” 
villages in the area —at the 
same time historic and gen-
teel but also cosmopolitan 
and vibrant, Oak Park was the 
site of this year’s Fifty-

Fourth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference.  
Hosting the convention on the last weekend in June was Trinity Ev. 
Lutheran Church, the Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Pastor.  Trinity’s historic 
sanctuary, chapel, fellowship hall and dining area provided ample room 
for the convention services and sessions, and for the delicious meals 
served by the ladies.  Dear brethren from sister flocks in nearby locali-
ties —Peace (Oak Forest) and St. Mark’s (Sauk Village)— as well as 
from as far away as Faith in Jackson, Michigan,  lent helping hands as 
they were able to share the burden usually borne by the host congrega-
tion alone.  Guests from afar began arriving already the previous week-
end; and soon pastoral and lay delegates, some with their families, as 
well as visitors from as far west as Seattle, as far north as Victoria, Brit-
ish Columbia and as far south as Tucson, gathered as dear brethren to 
do the work of the Lord’s kingdom-at-large and to enjoy their God-
wrought fellowship in the opening devotions, in the various services, in 
their joint labors, and in their Christian sociability.  A blistering heat-
wave with daytime temperatures consistently in the upper 90's took eve-
ryone by surprise; but the Lord graciously granted patience, endurance, 
and a great deal of personal brotherly “cool” to bear with the heat. 
 
Immediately preceding the convention itself was a two-day Pastoral 
Conference on June 21st and 22nd, during which the pastors heard 
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and discussed two papers: a doctrinal paper on the use of the term 
περιχώησις to describe the hypostatic union of Jesus Christ, and a 
practical discussion on various styles and methods used in teaching 
children in Confirmation classes and adults in instruction classes pre-
paratory to communicant membership.  They also discussed other 
purely practical matters including, in private session, cases of casu-
istry, that is, cases concerning which the brotherly counsel of fellow 
pastors is sought to confirm the orthodox application of the princi-
ples of God’s Word in situations that are fraught with unusual diffi-
culties or special circumstances. 
 
On Thursday, June 23rd, the Conference Board of Directors held its 
annual business meeting to preview the convention agenda, to hear in 
advance the general content of each standing committee’s report, and to 
draft recommendations for the special consideration of the delegates in 
convention assembled. 
 
The convention itself began on Friday, June 24th, with a service of con-
vocation at 9:30 a.m.  The local pastor served as liturgist and, as Confer-
ence President, also preached an edifying keynote sermon.  He chose as 
his text Ephesians 4:3, taking as his theme:  Two Timely Reminders for 
Orthodox  Christians,  namely,  I. Keep on being diligent in preserving 
the unity of the Spirit, and II. Keep on being diligent in preserving the 
bond of peace. 
 
Following the service, the first session was called to order with a brief 
devotion conducted by the President.  During this first brief session, the 
first order of business was the reception into membership, upon its 
unanimous application, of St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Sauk Vil-
lage, Illinois, the Rev. Paul E. Bloedel, Pastor.   The convention then 
heard the Annual Report of the President.  In it President Lietz first re-
ported on his post-convention efforts to bring Pastor Stallings of San 
Antonio, on the basis of God’s Word, to the recognition of his sinful 
separatism from our fellowship and to urge his congregation to safe-
guard itself against the leaven of false doctrine and practice to which 
Satan would have it exposed.  Nevertheless, on August 12, 2004, Pastor 
Stallings confirmed his withdrawal of membership from our Conference; 
and, on September 5, his congregation followed suit, neither having set 
forth even one clear Scripture passage to show our position on the sinful 
character of the modern, worldly dance to be contrary to the Word of 
God.  President Lietz then briefly capsulized the activities of the Confer-
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ence throughout the year, including the important work of the Board of 
Directors between conventions, and his duties in particular.  Following 
the report, it was committed to a special committee for review. Thereaf-
ter the Committee on Registration and Excuses reported on the congre-
gations represented at the convention, their respective pastoral and lay 
delegates to be seated, and the number of votes to which each congrega-
tion was entitled.   The various ad hoc convention committees were then 
appointed, the official agenda was adopted with several minor changes, 
and the convention stood in recess for the noon meal. 
 
The afternoon session opened with a brief devotion conducted by Pastor 
Paul E. Bloedel of Sauk Village, Illinois.  This session was then high-
lighted by the presentation of the PRACTICAL ESSAY, which, without 
objection, was read by Pastor Bloedel in the absence of Pastor Natterer, 
the assigned essayist, who was ill and unable to attend the convention.  
This essay, highlighting “What We Christians Object To in the Scout-
ing Movement,” specified twelve statements of position with respect to 
Scouting and the reasons for them on the basis of Holy Scripture.  The 
bulk of the presentation was a tract on the same topic written in the 
early fifties by Pastor H. David Mensing, a paper which, Pastor Natterer 
felt, was well worth re-visiting rather than writing a new one.  While the 
objectionable principles of Scouting have not essentially changed over 
the past fifty years, most of the quotes from official Scouting literature 
were by this time quite outdated and in need of “refreshing” from more 
current sources.  —The essay was interspersed with and followed by 
lively and edifying discussion on the floor; and it was unanimously re-
solved to adopt the paper with thanks to Pastor Natterer and to publish it 
in the Proceedings when the dated material has been supplemented with 
current quotations in order to make it a truly functional document con-
cerning the Scouting movement in the 21st century. 
 
There were three recommendations from the Board of Directors to be 
acted on by the convention.  —The first recommendation was that the 
2005 Convention ratify the decisions and actions unanimously made 
and taken by the Board of Directors after the 2004 Convention, includ-
ing the authorization of expenditures for travel related to our brethren in 
Russia (including the Fall, 2004, colloquy of Pastor Schurganoff),  for 
the remuneration of the Conference Secretary for his purchase of a re-
placement notebook computer, and for travel to and from the conven-
tion of delegates from a member-congregation.  This recommendation 
was adopted, and the actions of the Board were ratified in Resolution #1 
of the convention.  —The second recommendation was that the Resolu-
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tions Committee draft a resolution regarding the travel expenses of pas-
toral and lay delegates, to the effect that this travel is properly, also con-
stitutionally, the responsibility of each local congregation (By-Law 1, b), 
and that the Conference should not be expected routinely to underwrite 
such travel.  The recommendation was unanimously adopted, and the 
proposal was committed to the Resolutions Committee for appropriate 
wording.  —The third recommendation was that, for the sake of 
greater efficiency of both time and money, and to ensure better quality 
control, the entire print-medium production operation of Scriptural Pub-
lications be located at the Oak Forest facility exclusively.  This third 
recommendation was also unanimously adopted. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report concerning the past fiscal year, given by Robert 
G. Bloedel, was then heard and adopted, as was also his Initial Report of 
the Finance Committee with its preliminary proposed budget for fiscal 
year 2005-2006.  The details of this budget as finally adopted on Sunday 
afternoon will be given later on in this summary and will also be re-
flected in the first Financial Report of the Treasurer to our congregations 
in July. 
 
Then followed an amendment to the agenda to hear the Report of the 
Committee on Missions and to hold the Editorial Committee report and 
the reports concerning Scriptural Publications until Saturday morning.  
Pastor Ross Mahan, the chairman of the Committee on Missions, then 
first briefly reviewed Pastor Schurganoff’s situation in Ekaterinburg, 
Russia, and summarized the Conference’s efforts during the past year to 
help his congregation financially, to examine more closely his doctrine 
and practice in a colloquy of the pastors, and to arrange a visit of our 
own delegation to Ekaterinburg this coming summer.  The Committee 
also recommended the continuation of subsidy to the Russian congrega-
tion at the same level as last year; and it also recommended our contin-
ued subsidy of St. Stephen’s congregation in Wilmot, South Dakota, 
which is unable fully to support its pastor due largely to a schism some 
years back which decimated its once sizeable membership.  A recom-
mendation to send Pastors Lietz and Mensing to Nigeria this coming 
January was tabled until after the Report of the Committee on Lutheran 
Union was heard and acted upon, including the declaration of fellowship 
from the FELLOWSHIP OF LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS – NIGERIA.   
 
The Saturday morning sessions were opened with a devotion conducted 
by Pastor David G. Redlin.  Thereupon the Secretary was first requested 
to read back the minutes of the Friday sessions for review and adoption.  
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Pastor David T. Mensing then began his DOCTRINAL ESSAY based 
on the motto of our Convention, “That there be no divisions among 
you.”  The essay was entitled “The Difference Between Scriptural 
Separation and Sinful Separatism.”  The first part of the essay in-
cluded first of all a thorough review of the concepts of orthodoxy and 
heterodoxy, and God’s demand that His church be solidly grounded 
upon the Scriptures as the only sure foundation of doctrine and practice.  
True unity of all the brethren, the unity expected and demanded by God 
Himself in I Corinthians 1:10 and other passages, is therefore no 
“pipedream of the Holy Ghost,” as some have blasphemously labeled it, 
but it is entirely possible when all are perfectly agreed in the teachings 
of Holy Writ.  Clearly, according to Scripture, “divisions and offenses,” 
which undermine “the unity of the Spirit” (Ephesians 4:3), are caused 
by those who teach and practice “contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned,” writes St. Paul in Romans 16:17; and such persistent 
errorists are to be “avoided” so that the unity of the church is neither 
threatened nor destroyed.   Therefore, it is not those who separate them-
selves from errorists who cause schisms and stumblingblocks in the 
flock of God; for their separation has been commanded by Holy Scrip-
ture itself.  The first part of the essay was accompanied with lively dis-
cussion and wide participation on the part of the delegates and visitors.  
Therefore, following the mid-morning break, it was decided to continue 
the presentation of the essay until about 11:30 a.m. 
 
The convention then heard a brief Report of the Committee on Lu-
theran Union through its chairman, Pastor Worley.  He first summa-
rized the constitutionally-mandated functions of the Committee, noting 
that it is charged primarily with answering inquiries from and engaging 
in discussions with church bodies which have shown interest in our 
Conference.  While there were no such inquiries originating “stateside,” 
he was pleased to announce the Resolution on Doctrinal Fellowship 
with our Conference by the FELLOWSHIP OF LUTHERAN CONGREGA-
TIONS – NIGERIA, dated November 13, 2004, declaring that the six con-
gregations comprising that body have unanimously declared themselves 
in full agreement in doctrine and practice and thus in fellowship with us.  
This news was joyfully received by the convention, and the motion was 
unanimously carried that we thankfully receive the resolution of fellow-
ship from the FELLOWSHIP OF LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS – NIGERIA 
and express our gratitude in the Lord for this blessing of His grace.  —
The motion tabled from Friday was then re-opened for discussion, 
namely, that the proposed trip of Pastors Lietz and Mensing to Nigeria, 
tentatively scheduled for January, 2006, be approved, the chief purpose 
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of the trip being to colloquize the Nigerian pastors trained by Brother 
Fyneface to determine to the best of our ability the thoroughness of 
their theological training, their aptness to teach the precious truths of 
God’s Word in their purity, and in all other respects their qualifications 
for the pastoral office of which they are incumbents.  Additional but 
also extremely important purposes of the trip include a) to demonstrate 
our genuine interest in these now declared-brethren in the faith and our 
support of their efforts to endeavor, together with us, to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace; b) to explore effective, efficient and 
secure ways of facilitating communication between us and our Nigerian 
brethren; and c) to determine what is the best, perhaps a more economi-
cal, but above all the most secure means of transferring funds to Nige-
ria.  Discussion was postponed for the noon meal, after which, follow-
ing an opening devotion by Pastor Mensing, the motion was unani-
mously adopted. 
 
The Auditing Committee reported on its examination of the books, 
both of the Conference Treasurer and of the Business Manager of 
Scriptural Publications.  The committee found all the financial records 
to be in good order and expressed the gratitude of the Conference to its 
financial officers for their diligence. 
 
Next followed the Report of the Editorial Committee regarding the 
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN and also the editing of books and tracts in ad-
vance of printing (or re-printing) by our publishing house.  Pastor 
Worley, chairman of the Committee and Editor of the C. L., noted that 
the production of the CONCORDIA LUTHERAN has been a “total team ef-
fort” and that, at his request, Pastors Mensing and Lietz and laymen 
Phillip Martin and Ray Kusumi all worked with him to produce a care-
fully-crafted, doctrinally correct and edifying official periodical for our 
Conference; but he recognized with regret that the lay member of the 
Committee —this past year, Mr. Paul Natterer— needs to be better util-
ized and involved.  The practice of getting together right after the Con-
vention to plan out the content of the C. L. for the following year has 
been very helpful and has resulted in the added benefit that the con-
tributors have their assignments in hand early-on and thus should be 
able to meet their deadlines in a more timely fashion.  The Book and 
Tract Editor, Pastor David T. Mensing, has reviewed several titles over 
the past year.  Presently three devotional titles are to be published in 
the coming year.   
 
Pastor David T. Mensing, chairman of the Committee on Theological 
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Education, reported for the committee on its proposed revision of the 
Conference theological training program, a task which consumed much 
time in revisiting, planning and adjusting our present model.  He pre-
sented the Philosophy and Recommendations developed by the Com-
mittee, including its conclusion that, with no students enrolled at pre-
sent, we need to include married men with families in the desired pool 
of prospective students. There were fourteen recommendations, the first 
of which set the tone as well as the chief purpose in the revisions under-
taken, namely, “that we encourage ALL of our men who ‘desire the 
office of a bishop’ (I Timothy 3:1) to matriculate into our theological 
training program, regardless of whether they are single or whether they 
are married with family responsibilities.”  All fourteen recommenda-
tions were unanimously adopted by the convention, including two 
which proposed amending Article IX, Section 2, of the Conference 
Constitution to reflect the changes adopted and to bring into full confor-
mity with our Scriptural position the method of engaging theological 
instructors and of compensating them for their work.  The amendment 
has been submitted to the member-congregations for ratification. 
 
The convention then proceeded to the Election of Officers and Standing 
Committees for 2005-2006.  The following were elected: 

 
PRESIDENT: The Rev. Robert J. Lietz 

VICE PRESIDENT: The Rev. Edward J. Worley 

SECRETARY: The Rev. David T. Mensing 

TREASURER: Mr. Robert G. Bloedel 

 
 BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: 

  Midwest—Mr. JC Perry 
   Far West— Mr. Raymond Kusumi 

 
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE:  Pastor Worley, C. L. Editor; 

Pastor Mensing, Book and Tract Editor; and Mr. Paul Nat-
terer, Lay Member. 

 
COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION:  Pastor Worley, 

Chairman; Pastor Mensing; Pastor Natterer; and Mr. Phillip 
Martin. 
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COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION:  Pas-
tor Mensing, Chairman; Pastor Worley; Mr. Daniel Bloe-
del; and Mr. Stephen Bloedel. 

 
COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS:  Pastor Mahan, Chairman; 

Pastor Redlin; Mr. Martin Hermann; Mr. JC Perry; and Mr. 
Joshua Redlin. 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Mr. Robert Bloedel, Chairman; 

Mr. Phillip Martin; Mr. JC Perry, and Mr. Paul Natterer. 
 
PUBLISHING HOUSE BOARD OF CONTROL:  Pastor 

Lietz, Chairman; Mr. David J. Mensing, Business Manager; 
and Mr. Phillip Martin, Print Shop Manager. 

 
At the Sunday morning service, the pastor loci, the Rev. Robert J. Lietz, 
again served as liturgist; and the Rev. Edward J. Worley of Seattle, 
Washington, preached the sermon based on II Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1.  
His theme was: The Lord Commands Separation.  He divided the ser-
mon into two parts: I. Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers,  
II. …for the LORD demands a separate people, set apart for His use.  
Delegates and visitors from the congregations of our fellowship then 
partook of the Lord’s Supper together as guests of Trinity Congregation 
—for the remission of their sins, for the strengthening of their faith and 
of their walk in sanctification, and in testimony of their blessed unity in 
the Word of their Savior. 
 
After a sumptuous dinner, sessions reconvened with a devotion con-
ducted by Pastor Mahan of Jackson, Michigan, after which Pastor 
Mensing presented the remaining portion of the first part of his essay on 
“The Difference between Scriptural Separation and Sinful Separa-
tism”   He cited numerous passages, first  from the Old Testament, 
which presented notable examples, pointed warnings, and clear direc-
tives to God’s people to separate themselves from the wicked —for His 
sake, for the sake of the promised Savior, and for their own sake and 
spiritual safety.   New Testament passages as well contain similar warn-
ings, admonitions, directives, and outright commands making separa-
tion from the wicked, from errorists, from ungodly men, from the 
world, and from false brethren necessary and by no means optional.  In 
none of those passages was anything that indicated lack of urgency, per-
mitted them to be simply ignored, applied them only to professed unbe-
lievers, allowed for selective application, or inserted an unspecified 
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“time element” which would in effect remove all urgency and permit 
inaction to replace action.  There was absolutely nothing in those pas-
sages that made separation merely advisory.  But the motivation to carry 
out Scripturally-mandated separation is and must always be the Gospel 
of the love of Christ, which constrains every true Christian to follow the 
Word and will of his God (II Corinthians 5:14).  —The second part of 
the essay, much shorter than the first, identified what is meant by sinful 
separatism, namely, that which destroys the “unity of the Spirit” and 
the “bond of peace” which the Lord enjoins upon His people 
(Ephesians 4:3, etc.) and causes schisms or “splits” in the fellowship of 
the truth.  Such sinful separatism is committed by people who, without 
any Scriptural reason, leave those who “continue steadfastly in the 
Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers” (Acts 2:42), who by God’s grace are “perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 
1:10).  Schisms are begun and carried out by sinful men for carnal rea-
sons, whose fleshly mind “is enmity against God” and is therefore 
“minded” to act in opposition to the Word and will of God, whether 
deliberately and spitefully or ignorantly in self-imposed weakness.  
Schismatics go out from us, writes the Apostle John (I John 2:19), “that 
they might be made manifest [clearly revealed to all] that they were not 
all of us,” that they were not in “the unity of the Spirit” with us. —
Following spirited and fruitful discussion which was broadly-based 
throughout a “packed house,” this informative and edifying doctrinal 
essay was unanimously adopted with thanks to the essayist, pending the 
usual review by the praesidium before publication in our Proceedings. 
 
As the sessions neared their close, the delegates heard the Report of the 
Publishing House Board of Control in which Pastor Lietz summarized 
the activities of Scriptural Publications, the publishing arm of our Con-
ference.  His report included the suggestion that the members of our 
constituent congregations consider Scriptural Publications as the recipi-
ent of bequests from their estates as well as other gifts for this on-going 
and necessary work of our Conference.  The activities of Scriptural 
Publications included this year the printing of the CL, our Sunday 
School materials, various tracts and confessional documents, and sev-
eral book-length works.  Proposed for the coming year is the publication 
of several more book-length works, namely, Doerffler’s Treasures of 
Hope and A. L. Graebner’s Outlines of Doctrinal Theology, the reprint-
ing of the Sketch of [our] Doctrinal Position, and other forward-looking 
projects including improvement of the Conference Web-site, the pub-
lishing of E-books, the training of volunteers in production work, and 
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 the digitizing of the first ten years of our Conference’s Proceedings.  
The entire report was then unanimously adopted with thanks to the 
publishing staff and all those who assist in their work.  The balance 
sheet concerning the finances of Scriptural Publications, presented by 
Business Manager Phillip Martin, was also adopted and received into 
the record. 
 
The proposed budget of the Finance Committee was adopted, in-
cluding any changes made during the sessions and updated figures:  
A beginning cash balance as of June 1, 2005, of $61,002.50 and 
anticipated receipts (including the pledges of our congregations) of 
$ 24,907.98, and Total Cash and Pledges Available for the Purpose 
of Budgeting– $ 85,910.48.  Projected budgetary expenditures to-
taled $41,500.00 divided among the following items: Scriptural 
Publications—$3,500.00; St. Stephen’s Subsidy— $8,400.00; 
Ekaterinburg Subsidy— $ 7,200.00; Ekaterinburg Facilities Rental 
Subsidy— $2,400.00; Archival Subsidy—$1,500.00; Telephone Ex-
pense—$500.00; Convention Expense— $1,000.00; General Travel 
Expense—$4,000.00; Ekaterinburg Travel Expense—$5,000.00; 
Nigeria Travel Expense—$6,000.00; Miscellaneous Expense—
$2,000.00.  —The convention then heard brief reports concerning 
the Seminary Bookstore, the Conference Archives, and its Web 
page.  —The Resolutions Committee then presented eight resolu-
tions, the first of which had been drafted as a recommendation of the 
Board of Directors, to wit, that, in the interest of evenhandedness 
and complete impartiality, the Conference be on record as encourag-
ing the congregations to be as forward-looking as possible with re-
gard to setting aside travel funds in advance, so that they shoulder 
their own responsibilities (By-Law 1, b) and not rely upon the treas-
ury of the Conference to underwrite the travel of their pastoral and 
lay delegates to annual conventions. This was unanimously adopted.   
The remaining seven resolutions expressed thanks to all those who 
contributed to the success of the convention, to our spiritual edifica-
tion, to our physical well-being, and to our brotherly sociability at 
this convention, particularly to Pastor and Mrs. Lietz and the mem-
bers of Trinity Congregation, our loving hosts.  —And finally, the 
annual report of the Conference Statistician, Mr. Ray Kusumi, was 
presented for the information of our people. 
 
The convention also unanimously accepted the gracious invitation of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church of Lebanon, Oregon, to host the 55th Annual 
Convention (June 23rd, 24th and 25th, 2006), immediately preceded as 
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For detailed information about our Conference,  

we invite you to visit our official Web Site! 

Concordia Lutheran Conference 
 “The Scripture cannot be broken.” John 10:35 

 http://www.concordialutheranconf.com 
 

 
• Who We Are  
• Our Constitution 
• Our  Doctrinal Position 
• Our Early History 
• Our Directory 

• Our Publishing House 
• Our  Seminary 
• Our Archives 
• Our News and 
 Coming Events 

usual by the Plenary Pastoral Conference on June 20th and 21st, and 
the Board of Directors Meeting on June 22nd.  Our people are encour-
aged NOW ALREADY to mark these dates on their calendars, so that they 
can plan ahead to attend. 
The convention adjourned at 6:25 p.m. with the customary closing de-
votion led by President Lietz.  It had been a most brotherly and con-
structive meeting; and the delegates and visitors returned to their re-
spective homes renewed in their zeal, by the effectual working of the 
Holy Spirit of God through the means of His grace, to be steadfast, un-
movable, with “no divisions among [them],” always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that their labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
         Rev. David T. Mensing, Secretary 
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 Introducing . . . 

 
    

 ST. MARK’S 
 

 Sauk Village,  
Illinois 

 
 

 
 

Our newest member congregation is St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church, 
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, Illinois  60411.  Its beginning 
can be traced back to 1957, when a Missouri Synod congregation, Trin-
ity Ev. Lutheran Church, Crete, Illinois, canvassed for mission prospects 
in a relatively new housing development on the northern Illinois-Indiana 
border.  Known as Sauk Village, the community was located about 6 
miles northeast of Crete; and the outreach resulted in regular services 
being conducted there in temporary quarters under the oversight of Trin-
ity Congregation. 
 
In 1959, St. Mark’s became an autonomous congregation, separate from 
but still in fellowship with Trinity.  And when in 1961 Trinity, with its 
pastor, A. T. Kretzmann, left the Missouri Synod and joined the Wiscon-
sin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), St. Mark’s made the same 
move and the following year began looking for land to buy in Sauk Vil-
lage with the help of loans from the WELS Mission Board. Within three 
years, this congregation moved into its new (and present) church and 
school buildings.  
 
St. Mark’s withdrew from the WELS in 1973, became a member of the 
Illinois Lutheran Conference (ILC) in 1979, and in 1984 declared itself 
in accord with the doctrine and practice of the Fellowship of Lutheran 
Congregations (FLC), which it then joined in 1989.  When in 2004 the 
FLC merged with our Concordia Lutheran Conference, St. Mark’s did 
not immediately apply for membership, even though it declared itself in 
full agreement with our Scriptural doctrine and practice.  However, at 
our just recently completed convention, we were happy to have St. 
Mark’s join us officially as a member congregation. 
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It will be of interest, particularly to those of our fellowship, that Pastor 
Edward J. Worley of St. Luke’s in Seattle completed his vicarage at St. 
Mark’s in 1979, and that, when the congregation lost its pastor to poor 
health in 1996, Pastor Robert J. Lietz of Trinity, Oak Park, served St. 
Mark’s for six years during a lengthy pastoral vacancy there.  In July of 
2003, Paul E. Bloedel, a recent graduate from our own seminary, ac-
cepted the call of the Holy Ghost from the Voters’ Assembly of St. 
Mark’s to fill that vacancy and was installed as the Pastor there the fol-
lowing August.  He, together with his wife, Laura, and their growing 
family, make their home in the congregation’s parsonage and, by the 
grace of God, enjoy a blessed relationship with the sheep and lambs of 
that precious flock. 
 
We thank our gracious, merciful, long-suffering, and faithful God for 
preserving a faithful remnant at St. Mark’s, who desire to have the 
Word of God as their only standard for the doctrine and practice of their 
congregation.  This on-going desire was not pursued and embraced by a 
good number who, especially in recent years, have followed the wicked 
desires of their flesh (Romans 7:18; Ephesians 4:22) and have placed 
their own human reason over the clear instruction of God’s Word, in 
open rebellion against II Corinthians 10:5.  The sad result was that they 
took offense at and then turned away from the right preaching and prac-
tice of God’s Word at St. Mark’s (John 6:60-61, 66; 8:33-50; II Timo-
thy 4:3-4).  Only Satan himself, the father of lies and discord, could 
have been pleased because of so many defections from the congrega-
tion in recent years, but the reason for them is as clear as the words of 
Holy Scripture in I John 2:19, “They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have contin-
ued with us, but they went out, that they might be made manifest that 
they were not all of us.”   
 
May “the love of Christ” (II Corinthians 5:15) constrain and stir the 
members of our newest congregation, St. Mark’s, and the faithful over-
seer of their souls, Pastor Bloedel, to “continue” (John 8:31; II Timo-
thy 3:14) in what they have learned from God’s Word of truth and 
grace.  In John 6, when many professing disciples of Jesus took excep-
tion to His teaching and “walked no more with Him” (v. 66), the Savior 
asked the Twelve: “Will ye also go away” (v. 67)?  Peter responded 
with the answer that should be obvious to every true believer: “Lord, to 
whom shall we go?  Thou hast the words of eternal life, and we believe 
and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God” (vv. 
68-69).  When the members of St. Mark’s come into contact with and 
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consider those who once stood with them in hearing and following the 
Savior’s voice in the Scriptures (John 10:27), but then took exception 
to His Scriptural teaching and turned away from it, may these dear 
brethren who have remained with St. Mark’s stand firm and faithful 
with Joshua and his family, declaring by the grace and with the help of 
God: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve. …But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord!” (Joshua 24:15).         

 ─R. J. L.     
    
             

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is   
for brethren to dwell together in unity!” 

 

—Psalm 133:1 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 
 
We thank God for His great goodness and marvelous mercy in bringing 
about, at the 54th Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference on June 24-26, 2005, the unanimous acknowledgement and ac-
ceptance of the declaration of fellowship from the Fellowship of Lu-
theran Congregations in Nigeria (F. L. C. N.).  This declaration, unani-
mously agreed to at their annual conference on November 13, 2004, 
was the following: 
 

WHEREAS God’s Word teaches and urges us “to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3), and we cannot do 
otherwise than to strictly abide by the verbally inspired and unadulter-
ated Word of God; and 

 
WHEREAS such “unity of the Spirit,” the Word of God says, is 
“good and pleasant” (Psalm 133:1), and by the special grace of God 
we have been opportune to receive and study the doctrinal position of 
the Concordia Lutheran Conference—U. S. A., and have found their 
doctrinal position in agreement with the Word of God; and 

 
WHEREAS to stand aside from those who faithfully teach the Word 
of God and testify [of] Him would be sinful; 

 
THEREFORE we, the entire members of the Fellowship of Lutheran 
Congregations—Nigeria, by the special grace and mercy of God, 
hereby unanimously declare ourselves in full and complete fellowship 
in doctrine and practice with the Concordia Lutheran Conference. 

 
The F. L. C. N. is comprised of six congregations, all of which have 
their own called pastors.  In fact, one of the congregations, because of 
its size, has two pastors.  This means that there are seven pastors for 
these congregations.  One of the pastors, Pastor Nimi B. Fyneface, was 
colloquized by our Conference in November, 2003, and was found to be 
in accord with our position in doctrine and practice.  The colloquizing 
of the other six pastors will take place, the Lord-willing, early in 2006, 
when two of our pastors are planning to travel to Nigeria, as unani-
mously authorized by our last month’s convention. 
 
Since it is the Lord God, through His Word, who “worketh in [us] both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13), we praise 
and glorify Him for bringing about this fellowship declaration in doc-
trine and practice between the C. L. C. and the F. L. C. N.  May this 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

__________________________________ 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg 
Yekaterinburg, Russia 
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor 
P. O. Box 62 
620088 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
E-mail: lutheran@66.ru 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Robinson Dodo, Pastor 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

(Continued, next page) 

same Lord God, through His living and powerful Word (Hebrews 4:12), 
preserve this precious fellowship, so that both bodies continue to “all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among [them], but 
that [they] be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10). 
 
In the future, as the F.L.C.N. and the C.L.C. work and worship together 
as brethren, may the wonderful “grace of God…[teach] us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
Godly, in this present world, looking for that blessed hope, and the glo-
rious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto Himself a peculiar [i.e. special] people, zealous of good 
works” (Titus 2:11-14). 

 
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, President 

 
__________________________________________________________ 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
Abalama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Elison B. Agborubere, Pastor 
Thompson Compound Abalama 
Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 

 
St. Clement’s Lutheran Church 
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Lucky Kaladokubo, Pastor 
St. Clement Lutheran Church, 
Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry 
Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria 
The Rev. Allenson Karibi Asawo, Pastor 
76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Paul’s Nyemoni Lutheran Cathedral 
Abonnema, Nigeria 
The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and 
The Rev. God’stime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors 
P. O. Box 123 
Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Nigeria 
The Rev. Onengiye C. Wariboko, Pastor 
St. Paul� s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
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Directory of Member Congregations 
 

FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203       Telephone:  (517) 787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201 (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@acd.net 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730   Telephone (503) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913        Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Midland Motor Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class …..... 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355         
Sunday School & Bible Class ...... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355        (541) 258-2941 
E-mail: m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
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ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178           Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118   (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. MARK’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411  Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
Sunday School & Bible Class  .......... 8:45 a.m. 
Worship Service ……………………...10:00 a.m. 
The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
E-mail:  revbloedel@yahoo.com  
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 11:15 a.m. 
The Rev. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279 (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 

 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302           Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m. 
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 


