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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

 To set forth in simple and plain lan-
guage the pure doctrine of God's Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932. 
 To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and how, 
out of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are to lead Godly lives. 
 To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi-
tation. 
 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's institution.  
All who do this are the true visible Church on 
earth. 
 To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.  
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice 
a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 
 To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.." 
 To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philosoph-
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God. 
 To expose particularly the false teach-
ing and practice of the various so-called 
"Lutheran" church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what is plainly 
recorded in the Word of God, in the 
Lutheran Confessions, and in the old or-
thodox Lutheran writings. 
 To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings in 
the church and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 
 To be truthful and factual in our report-
ing and freely to correct any misinformation 
of which we are not aware and which has 
been called to our attention. Also to clarify 
any information or statement of doctrine 
or practice which may be unclear to our 
readers or which may create a wrong 
impression. 
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“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” —II Corinthians 4:6 
 
A good teaching method is the use of opposites: truth and error, con-
tentment and covetousness, love and hate, heaven and hell, believer 
and unbeliever, light and darkness.  The last-mentioned pair of oppo-
sites is used in the above-quoted verse.     
 
Holy Scripture’s opening verses refer to darkness and light: “In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was 
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  And God 
said, Let there be light, and there was light.  And God saw the light, 
that it was good, and God divided the light from the darkness.  And 
God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night.  And the 
evening and the morning were the first day” (Genesis 1:1-5).  Dark-
ness covered the earth all the time at the beginning.  But God changed 
that when He said, “Let there be light, and there was light.”  God, 
through His words, “commanded the light to shine out of dark-
ness” (II Corinthians 4:6a).  The fact that the Apostle Paul used the 
example of what God did on the first day of creation in talking about 
the enlightenment of hearts brings home to us the truth that what is 
recorded in Genesis 1 is most certainly accurate.  If God’s work of 
creation is doubted and disputed, then God’s work of enlightenment 
must also be doubted and disputed. They both stand as indisputable 
declarations of truth (John 17:17).  
 
“God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 

 

The Glorious Light 
of the 

Savior’s Epiphany 
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in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.”  Just as the earth was all dark before God 
said, “Let there be light,” so our hearts were all dark before God shined 
in them with “the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ” (II Corinthians 
4:4). Why were our hearts all dark before God brought about our 
enlightenment?  Scripture gives us the answer when it tells us that all 
people are, by nature, from their conception and birth, in complete 
spiritual darkness because of sin, especially because of their inherited 
sin.  This is so evident when the Word of God tells us that “men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For everyone 
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved” (John 3:19-20).  The apostle told the Ephesian be-
lievers: “Ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord” (Ephesians 5:8).  In his first epistle, the Apostle Peter said to his 
fellow believers: “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should show forth the praises of 
Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light, 
which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God, 
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy” (2:9-10).  
The Apostle Paul was sent by God to the Gentiles, “to open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God” (Acts 26:18).  This is spelled out so clearly in Luke 1, where 
Zacharias announced that the Savior “hath visited us, to give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace” (vv. 78-79). It is vital for us to remember and 
not forget the past, what we were before our enlightenment, that we 
were blind in our hearts and eyes (Ephesians 4:18; I John 2:11), and, 
consequently, were members of Satan’s kingdom and, therefore, in 
“the power of darkness” (Colossians 1:13).  
 
BUT “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  This was and continues to be God’s 
work alone through the message of His Word of grace and mercy, the 
“glorious Gospel of Christ” (v. 4).  It is this Gospel message (I Peter 
1:25), this “Word of God” (I Peter 1:23), which has produced and con-
tinues to produce in this world the instantaneous, divine work of regen-
eration, “being born again” (I Peter 1:23), and the on-going, divine 
work of preservation, keeping the enlightened children of God in the 
saving faith in the Savior, in His perfect, finished work of obeying the 
Law of God (Matthew 5:17; Galatians 4:4-5), and in His perfect, fin-
ished sacrifice and ransom to God for all sins and all sinners (John 



 

         5 

19:30; I Peter 3:18; I Timothy 2:5-6; II Corinthians 5:19, 21).  There-
fore, every child of God ought to join the Apostle Paul in repeatedly 
and gratefully confessing: “By the grace of God I am what I am” (I Co-
rinthians 15:10).  Christians are Christians only because of the unde-
served and unearned love of God in Christ Jesus, and not because of 
anything which they have thought, said, done, or decided in their lives.  
People are indeed enlightened, but no one, not even one person, has 
ever enlightened himself or helped in any way to bring about his 
enlightenment.  Enlightenment is a totally passive experience.  These 
last two sentences are a paraphrase from A Summary of Christian Doc-
trine, Dr. E. W. A. Koehler, page 124.  An unenlightened person cannot 
make a decision to come to Christ and be enlightened or born again.  
Decision theology is a farce, a lie, a seduction of precious souls.  The 
testimony of Jesus to his enlightened children settles the matter once 
and for all time: “Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit” (John 15:16).  
This testimony of the Savior is echoed by the apostle in his words to his 
fellow saints: “By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should 
boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Ephesians 2:8-10).  Oh, what thanks, praise, honor, worship, 
and blessing we ought to shower on our God and Savior for His marvel-
ous and miraculous work of enlightenment and illumination!   
 
This enlightenment and illumination came from that changeless Person, 
Christ Jesus, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures (Hebrews 13:8), and 
that changeless message of His redemption for all (Galatians 3:13; I 
Peter 1:18-19; II Peter 2:1), which declares to all that they have been 
“justified freely by [God’s] grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God, to declare, I say, at this time 
His righteousness, that He might be just, and the Justifier of Him which 
believeth in Jesus.  Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what 
law?  Of works?  Nay, but by the law of faith.  Therefore we conclude 
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the Law” (Romans 
3:24-28).  How true and comforting are the words of II Corinthians 4:6 
for every enlightened child of God: “God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  We do not 
deserve such great mercies and such priceless truth from our God be-
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cause of our own merit and worthiness, but have been granted them only 
on account of the work of our Substitute and Servant, Christ Jesus 
(Genesis 32:10; Lamentations 3:22-23).   
 
Now what?  “Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  God for-
bid!” (Romans 6:1-2a).  Let us beseech the Holy Ghost to imprint on our 
hearts and minds the words of Jesus in John 8: “I am the Light of the 
world; he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life” (v. 12).  And this light of spiritual and eternal life in Christ 
Jesus will again and again lead the followers of the Savior to declare: 
“The love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge that if One 
died for all, then were all dead; and that He died for all, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died 
for them, and rose again. …Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new” (II Corinthians 5:14-15, 17).   

—R. J. L. 
______________ 

 
O Christ, our true and only Light, 
Enlighten those who sit in night; 

Let those afar now hear Thy voice 
And in Thy fold with us rejoice. 

 
Fill with the radiance of Thy grace 
The souls now lost in error's maze 
And all whom in their secret minds 

Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 
 

Shine on the darkened and the cold, 
Recall the wanderers to Thy fold, 
Unite all those who walk apart, 

Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 
 

So they with us may evermore 
Such grace with wondering thanks adore 

And endless praise to Thee be given 
By all Thy Church in earth and heaven. 

 
(TLH 512, 1,2,5 and 6) 
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The Meaning 
of the  

Season of Lent 
 
 

During the season of the Church Year known as “Lent,” our spiritual 
focus is directed specifically towards Jesus’ passive obedience—that 
part of our Savior’s work of redemption in which He suffered extreme 
agony of body and soul beginning in the Garden of Gethsemane and 
concluding with His death on the cross.  We often refer to this as Jesus’ 
“passion” (Acts 1:3), meaning His “suffering.”  And it is important for 
us not only to understand what and how He suffered, but exactly why 
He suffered all that He did. It was not simply to provide us with an ex-
ample of patient suffering (though He also did this as well, I Peter 
2:21–23).  The main reason why Christ endured all the pain and anguish 
that we are reminded of during the season of Lent was to save us from 
our sins so that we might be made the children of God and heirs of 
heaven who serve Him with works that are pleasing to Him. “[Our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ] gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar [special] people, zealous of 
good works” (Titus 2:14). 
 
As our Substitute, the Lord Jesus bore the guilt of all mankind. “The 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6); and in doing 
so, He also took upon Himself the punishment that we deserve for our 
sins.  On account of our many violations of God’s Law in thoughts, de-
sires, words, and deeds, we have all merited the curse of everlasting 
damnation in hell. “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the Law to do them” (Galatians 3:10). 
So in addition to the intense pain inflicted upon Christ by His earthly 
enemies (the scourging, crucifixion, etc.), under the wrath of God He also 
suffered the wages of our sins, the curse of the Law, the very pains of hell 
itself on the cross in our place to save us from that punishment. The Scrip-
tures tell us: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being 
made a curse for us” (Galatians 3:13). “Surely He hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, 
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and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with 
His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:4–5). 
 
 To accomplish this great work of redeeming lost and condemned man-
kind, it was necessary that Christ be both true God and true an in one 
Person.  If He were only God and not also a true Man, He would not 
have been able to be afflicted with pain or to die. “God is a Spirit” 
(John 4:24). “A spirit hath not flesh and bones” (Luke 24:39). 
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He 
[Christ] also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death 
He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage” (Hebrews 2:14–15).  Of course, if our Savior were only a 
man and not also true God, His suffering and death would not have 
been worth any more than any other man’s. “None of them can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: for the 
redemption of their soul is precious” (Psalm 49:7–8).  But since in the 
person of Jesus Christ the only-begotten Son of God Himself, according 
to His human nature, suffered the unimaginable misery of the damned for 
us (Matthew 27:46) and died on the cross, this was a ransom of sufficient 
value to pay for all of the sins of all people of all time.  “The blood of Jesus 
Christ His [God’s] Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 1:7). “We were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son” (Romans 5:10). 
 
In thinking about the sufferings of Christ, to which special attention is 
given during the season of Lent, we should certainly be reminded about 
the wrath of God on account of sin in general and our own sins in par-
ticular; and this should cause us to be filled with sorrow at the thought 
of our many transgressions. But we should especially be reminded 
about the great love that God has for us unworthy creatures, as this was 
demonstrated by the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, to which He 
willingly subjected Himself in order to free us from the punishment of 
our sins.  And let us, as grateful Christians, reflect this love in our deal-
ings with others. “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid 
down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the breth-
ren” (I John 3:16).  Jesus tells His disciples: “A new commandment I 
give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another” (John 13:34).  May Christ’s amazing love for us 
cause our love for Him and for our neighbor to grow ever stronger! 
Amen. 
 

 —P. E. B. 
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The Savior Looks 
Forward to His 

Impending 
 Suffering and 

Death 
 
 

“From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples how that 
He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third 
day.”  —Matthew 16:21   
 
As we focus our attention once again during the holy season of Lent 
upon the vicarious suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and gratefully 
ponder in our minds the cost to Him of our redemption, our eyes of faith 
are drawn to and become riveted upon the “Old Rugged Cross” on Cal-
vary’s hill.  For almost 2,000 years now, that cross has been the univer-
sally-recognized symbol of our Savior’s great passion and of His atone-
ment for the sins of the world.  Sad to say, some revere it only as a me-
mento of martyrdom by a great man in the cause of brotherhood and 
peace and social justice here in this world; and thus they are really doing 
it disservice by their unbelief and rejection of Christ as the very Son of 
God and the only Savior of lost mankind.  Nevertheless, there it stands 
in simple grandeur, “towering o’er the wrecks of time” (TLH 354, 1); 
and, although some blasphemously set torches to it and others invert it 
and attempt to pervert it into a Satanic symbol, by God’s grace, no 
power on earth or in hell will ever be able to tear it down or obliterate it 
from our grateful memory! 
 
It’s a wonderful symbol, the cross of the Lord Jesus; for like a priceless 
jewel it changes color, emits lights of different hues and intensities, and 
transfixes us with awe as we view it from different perspectives: In our 
Lenten hymns we love to sing of a “rugged cross,” a “bitter cross,” a 
“cross of anguish and of sorrow” — and, at the same time, tis a 
“wondrous cross,” a “radiant cross,” a “reviving cross” in which we 
“glory” with the Apostle Paul (Galatians 6:14), and a “dear cross” 
which “dissolves our heart in thankfulness and melts our eyes to tears.” 
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But, lest we become caught up in a merely emotional or sentimental 
fervor regarding the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and attribute special 
qualities and powers to IT rather than to HIM who bore it and who shed 
His holy precious blood and died upon it, the Savior brings to our atten-
tion in the title-text of our article a real down-to-earth consideration which 
sometimes escapes us and to which He would redirect us, namely, the 
NECESSITY of the Cross, —its necessity, first of all for CHRIST as our 
Redeemer, and then, secondly, its necessity also for US as His disciples. 
 

In the preceding context of this verse, Matthew tells us that Jesus’ disci-
ples, and particularly Peter, had just made a bold confession concerning 
Him, saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  They had 
become convinced by Jesus’ preaching and by His miracles, which con-
firmed His Messiahship, that He was truly the long-promised Christ, the 
Anointed One of God.  But, while Jesus was pleased with their convic-
tion, brought about in them by the gracious operation of God Himself (v. 
17), He also knew of their misconception that God’s Messiah would be 
an earthly savior and king who would soon be recognized as the heir to 
David’s throne and who would “restore again the kingdom to Is-
rael” (Acts 1:6), a misconception that they would continue to hold 
“until the day in which He was taken up” (Acts 1:2).  And so, to debunk 
that earthbound idea, “from that time forth,” Matthew  tells us, “Jesus 
began” —gradually at first— “to show unto His disciples how that He 
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.” 
 

Although Jesus at this time did not go into the details of His great pas-
sion — as He did later on, shortly before His entry into Jerusalem on the 
first “Palm Sunday” (cf. Luke 18:31-33) — this general revelation was 
already quite a bit for the disciples to swallow; for He mentioned 
enough to show them that the future for Him was not the worldly pomp 
and glory and popularity that they had imagined.  Quite to the contrary, 
there would be agony and suffering and even death — not an acciden-
tal death to be sure, but what we would call today a “lynching” or a “hit” 
on the part of “the elders and chief priests and scribes” to put the Savior 
out of the way for good (cf. Acts 2:22-23; 3:13-15, 17; 4:10).  Neverthe-
less, Jesus says, in spite of knowing all this ahead of time, “He MUST go 
unto Jerusalem” — to the place of sacrifice at Passover-time— where “He 
MUST suffer” at the hands of the Jewish court, where “He MUST be 
killed,” and where “He MUST be raised again the third day.”  The cross 
was to be a necessity for Him, in spite of the agony that lay in store for Him. 
 

Indeed, this was the very purpose for which He had come down to this 
world of sin, to “humble Himself and to become obedient unto death, 
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even the death of the cross.”  This was the will of His heavenly Father 
(John 5:30) which He had come to do (John 6:38; Luke 22:42).  He was 
delivered “by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 
2:23) according to the plan which, in eternity already, God had decreed.  
And this had been prophesied of Him long ago, that He would bear OUR 
griefs and carry OUR sorrows, be stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted, 
wounded for OUR transgressions and bruised for OUR iniquities (Isaiah 
53), that His hands and feet would be pierced (Psalm 22:16).  Why??  So 
that “WE [might be] healed.” (Isaiah 53:5).  Jesus Himself said to His 
disciples in Luke 18:31 that “all things that are written by the prophets 
concerning the Son of Man shall be accomplished;” and, throughout His 
great passion, these and other prophecies are referred to as having been 
“fulfilled” to the letter (Matthew 26:54, 56; 27:9, 35; Mark 14:49; 
15:28; Luke 24:44; John 15:25; 17:12; 18:9, 32; 19:24, 28, 36; etc.).  
 
Sadly and tragically, those whose eyes are blind to their own helpless-
ness and lost condition before God, who refuse to recognize their unwor-
thiness and the condemnation they deserve because of their sins, cannot 
see the NECESSITY of the cross!  Even Peter, who had made such a 
bold confession of Him, immediately piped up with a protest (v. 22)!  
After all, Jesus was the Messiah of God!  And messiahs just don’t get 
treated that way!! “Then Peter took Him and began to rebuke Him say-
ing: ‘Be it far from Thee, Lord!  This shall not be unto Thee!’”   
There’s no way that anybody’s going to do that to YOU!  —In his blind-
ness, poor Peter failed to see why it was necessary for Jesus to suffer 
and die Why??  Because he failed to see his OWN need for redemption, 
for reconciliation to God (Romans 5:10), for cleansing in the blood of 
the Lamb of God (I John 1:7).  
 
This was the work of Satan in Peter, and Jesus didn’t waste one second 
on “sweet talk” or even to ask Peter what he meant!  He didn’t give the 
poison any time to spread, “but He turned and said unto Peter, ‘Get thee 
behind Me, Satan!  Thou art an offence unto me!  For thou savorest not 
the things that be of God, but those that be of men!’”  Jesus spun around 
and rebuked Peter in the sharpest of terms, for it was the Old Evil Foe 
himself that He was challenging!  In fact, it was the very expression He 
had used after His third temptation in the wilderness: “Get thee hence, 
Satan! [Get out of My way, you vicious adversary!  You are a stum-
bling-block to Me, a trigger on a trap to turn Me away from the cross I 
must bear!]  Thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those that 
be of men!”  Peter was not paying any attention to the great, blessed, 
saving purposes, plans and acts of God which He had, in eternity 
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already, determined for the salvation of sinful men! His mind was on 
the here-and-now, the temporary, the vain and selfish! 
 
In the “things that be of God,” however, we see, by His grace, the ne-
cessity of the cross for CHRIST, our Savior.  Naturally, the devil would 
have liked nothing better than to have sidetracked Jesus from this ne-
cessity, to have spoiled God’s plan for our salvation, and to have 
robbed us of our only hope of heaven!  And this our Savior was not 
about to tolerate!  Neither did He want Peter (who from his New Man of 
Faith had just made a bold confession of his Lord and Savior) now in 
his flesh to become a tool of the devil!  It was Jesus’ love for Peter, not 
His hatred, that prompted this sharp rebuke, just as it should always be 
our love for a Christian brother or sister that prompts our admonition 
and rebuke of him or her! 
 
But the cross was also a necessity for US, in view of the ransom that 
our Savior was going to have to pay in order to secure our release from 
Satan’s bondage, in order to satisfy divine justice by paying the wages 
of our sins, in order to make possible God’s reconciliation of the world, 
of us, unto Himself.  Concerning man’s ability to gain God’s favor for 
himself by satisfying the requirements of His justice, God says in no 
uncertain terms in unmistakable Scripture:  “By the deeds of the Law 
there shall no flesh be justified in His sight” (Romans 3:20); “None of 
them [sinful mortals] can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to 
God a ransom for him; for the redemption of their soul is pre-
cious” (Psalm 49:7-8); “Ye know that ye were not redeemed  with cor-
ruptible things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot” (I Peter 1:18-19); “God 
was IN CHRIST reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them” (II Corinthians 5:19). 
 
Yes, Jesus looked forward to His great passion, not as to a sacrifice that 
He was forced to offer, not as to an experience that He refused to en-
dure, not as to a payment that He was unwilling to make, but as to the 
rescue mission that He “must” undertake and complete in order to sat-
isfy God’s justice as our Substitute, in order to propitiate Him, that is, 
to render Him a payment of sufficient value as to change the way in 
which He regards those who were His enemies, but are now cleansed 
from the guilt of their sins and clad in the robe of Christ’s perfect right-
eousness.  “Christ LOVED the church and GAVE HIMSELF for it,” St. Paul 
writes in Ephesians chapter five, freely, willingly, lovingly, and cer-
tainly RESOLUTELY, as He never shrank back from the task of being the 
world’s Redeemer but “steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem”
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(Luke 9:51) as the place where His ultimate sacrifice would be made.  
And the necessity of the cross was ever before Him, the death of a crimi-
nal, “made to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him” (II Corinthians 5:21), capital punishment for a transgressor 
“numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53) to serve as their Substi-
tute and to receive “the wages of sin” (Romans 6:23) in their place.  For 
He told Nicodemus: “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so MUST the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:15). 
 
Now as we, during this holy Lenten season, consider the cost of our re-
demption and of our reconciliation to God by the death of His Son, the 
cost TO HIM of enduring the cross, despising the shame — the cost FOR 
US made on our behalf by Him who loved us unto death, how our hearts 
should be overflowing with thanks to our dear Savior for accomplishing the 
impossible on our behalf: Making poor, wretched, and completely undeserv-
ing sinners right with God by earning perfect righteousness in their stead and 
suffering God’s just wrath and punishment in their place.  May we therefore 
in humble, grateful and childlike faith, sing with the hymnwriter: 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the cross of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
sorrow and love come mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.  
       (TLH 175) 
 

—D. T. M. 
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   Internal Repentance 
  versus External Ashes 
 
Ash Wednesday, (Latin: dies cinerum or day of ashes) is the name 
given to the first day of Lent. The ritual use of ashes or sackcloth as an 
outward sign of repentance is an ancient practice found in the Old Tes-
tament and also in the church as early as the 8th century. The earliest 
reference to ashes and repentance is found at the very end of the Book 
of Job where we read: “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: 
but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes” (Job 42:5,6). It appears later in the Book of Jonah after 
the Prophet proclaimed God’s judgment against Ninevah: “And Jonah 
began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. So the people of Nineveh 
believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them. For word came unto the king 
of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, 
and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ash” (Jonah 3:4-6). Finally, 
when Daniel the Prophet prayed confessing his sins to God we read: 
“And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplica-
tions, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.” (Daniel 9:3). Jesus makes 
reference to this practice in Matthew 11:21. “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in 
you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago in sackcloth and ashes” (Matthew 11:21).  
 
Ashes were a public reminder that man was going to die and that all 
men were but dust and ashes. In the traditional Ash Wednesday services 
of some denominations ashes are applied to the forehead in the shape of 
the cross with the words: “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re-
turn” (Genesis 3:19b). God spoke these words to Adam and Eve after 
they had fallen into sin to describe what was now the common plight of 
all men, namely death. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned” (Romans 5:12). In the context of Ash Wednesday the 
ashes were intended to remind the believer of his sinfulness and mortal-
ity and just how much we need the forgiveness of our sins through the 
Redemption of Jesus Christ. Ash Wednesday (with or without ashes) 
along with the entire season of Lent is not mentioned in Scripture, there-
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fore Christians are free to observe or not observe it. But the use of 
ashes like any external ceremony or ritual is meaningless and hypocriti-
cal without an inward heart of faith and repentance, along with a sin-
cere resolve to amend our sinful lives by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
In Isaiah God rebuked Israel for engaging in the external motions of 
religious piety without true hearts of repentance. “Is it such a fast that I 
have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his 
head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt 
thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this the 
fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break 
every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the na-
ked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own 
flesh?” (Isaiah 58:5-7).  It is interesting that in the Gospel reading for 
Ash Wednesday Jesus warns about hypocrites who disfigure their faces to 
appear as though they are fasting. “Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the 
hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they 
may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their re-
ward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 
That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in se-
cret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly” (Matthew 6:16-18).  Luther often wrote concerning the benefit of 
religious ceremonies to insure good order and reverence in worship but he 
warned against engaging in ceremonies and religious works without hearts 
of faith in Christ for they would produce nothing but hypocrites.  
 

In his famous treatise on Christian Liberty, Luther wrote: 
 

And so it will profit nothing that the body should be adorned with 
sacred vestments, or dwell in holy places, or be occupied in sa-
cred offices, or pray, fast, and abstain from certain meats, or do 
whatever works can be done through the body and in the body. 
Something widely different will be necessary for the justification 
and liberty of the soul, since the things I have spoken of can be 
done by any impious person, and only hypocrites are produced by 
devotion to these things.  On the other hand, it will not at all in-
jure the soul that the body should be clothed in profane raiment, 
should dwell in profane places, should eat and drink in the ordi-
nary fashion, should not pray aloud, and should leave undone all 
the things above mentioned, which may be done by hypocrites.  
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One thing, and one alone, is necessary for life, justification, and 
Christian liberty; and that is the most holy word of God, the Gospel 
of Christ, as He says, “I am the resurrection and the life; he that 
believeth in Me shall not die eternally” (John 11:25), and also, “If 
the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36), 
and, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).  Thus, we do 
not condemn works and ceremonies —nay, we set the highest 
value on them; but we condemn the belief in works, which no 
one should consider to constitute true righteousness, as do those 
hypocrites who employ and throw away their whole life in the 
pursuit of works, and yet never attain to that for the sake of 
which the works are done. As the Apostle says, they are “ever 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (II Timothy 3:7).  They appear to wish to build, they make 
preparations, and yet they never do build; and thus they continue 
in a show of godliness, but never attain to its power. 

 
Do we need to follow the ancient Christian practice of placing ashes on 
our foreheads as a physical symbolic act of our sinfulness and need of 
repentance?  No. It is not necessary for faith.  Neither does it give clear 
witness of our faith in the doctrine of justification “by faith without the 
deeds of the Law” (Romans 3:28) when we realize that the Romanists 
in particular are known to use ashes as a “sacramental,” that is, a sacred 
act whereby “the faithful” bring to themselves a blessing of grace be-
cause of their show of piety.  It is for this reason that we Lutheran 
Christians deliberately do not use ashes on Ash Wednesday —not be-
cause it would be wrong in and of itself to make use of such an exter-
nal, but because, “in time of persecution, when a plain and steadfast 
confession is required of us, we should not yield to the enemies in re-
gard to such adiaphora” (Formula of Concord, Epitome, Triglotta, p. 
829); and it is precisely in these latter days that the ecumenists like to 
claim that Lutherans and Catholics are closer than ever, and that the 
differences between us are becoming fewer and fewer.  This is a time 
of “persecution” requiring a clear witness “concerning the truth of 
the Gospel, concerning preserving Christian liberty, …concerning 
the prevention of offense to the weak in the faith” (Formula of Con-
cord, op. cit., pp. 829-831). 
 
During this Lenten Season let us pray that God would help us to realize 
once again our sinful condition and to grant us hearts of repentance and 
faith as we rejoice in the blood of Jesus Christ the Lamb of God that 
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It’s Wednesday night, and the hottest teen hangout 
around is packed and throbbing with what seems an unholy beat. A DJ 
spins dance tunes upstairs, sending boys in sagging pants into contor-
tions. Downstairs, girls surf the Internet from rows of iMacs flanking a 
glassed-in basketball court. Hundreds of new arrivals flow under a neon 
sign reading, “One-eighty,” slowed only by a weapons check at the 
door. With a worship style that’s both hugely popular and way over the 
top –this night’s service features live motocross stunts– the youth minis-
try of Tulsa’s Church on the Move has been copied nationwide…Each 
Wednesday, 2,000 to 3,000 teens pour into what looks like a suburban 
multiplex in an industrial section of the city. They spend an hour in fel-
lowship –playing free video games, dancing, watching other teens from 
the flavored water bar– and an hour in an X-Game styled worship ser-
vice. The ministry started about eight years ago when the Rev. Willie 
George gave up his mid-week pulpit at Church on the Move, a charismatic 
Christian megachurch drawing as many as 10,000 weekend worshippers. He 
wanted to focus on the ailing youth group… And so the youth group 
scrapped its hokey sing-alongs and beige fellowship hall, adopted a name 
that suggested the 180-degree turn of repentance, and in 2002 moved into its 
multi-million-dollar 92,000-square-foot building. The high-tech, entertain-
ment-based approach has become popular among churches looking to draw 

The Signs of the Times 
Our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, asks, 

“Can ye not discern the signs of the times?” 
—Matthew 16:3 

cleanses our sinful conscience from dead works that we might worship the 
Living God through Jesus our Savior. “For if the blood of bulls and of 
goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13-14).   
 
I pray God would grant you a blessed Ash Wednesday and Lenten Sea-
son for Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

—R. A. M. 
______________________ 
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a crowd, says Mark Oestreicher, president of Youth Specialties, which pro-
vides training and resources to youth workers from a variety of Christian 
denominations.  (The Associated Press, Tulsa, Okla.) 
 
Where is the Scriptural command that it is the duty of the church to 
provide amusements for the people?  Where in Scripture are we 
told that in order to win people for the Savior we must provide 
some kind of entertainment for them?  The commission which the 
Lord of the Church has given to the Church is crystal-clear!  “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 
16:15).  And the Apostle Paul’s directive to the pastors is likewise 
unmistakably clear! “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doc-
trine” (II Timothy 4:2).  Look at the example of the apostles in Holy 
Writ.  There is not even the slightest hint of catering to the whims of 
the people in order to gain them for the Savior.  Why?  Because 
they followed the command of the Lord to preach the Gospel.  And 
that Gospel of Christ is not a dead word but “the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16).  The Apostle Paul 
declares, “We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, 
and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God” (I Corinthians 1:23-24).  The power lies in the Word of God!  The 
power of God’s Word to create life is shown us already in the creation 
of the world.  “And God said”…  Whatever He said came into existence 
(Genesis chapter 1).  And so it is with the Word of Christ, who declares, 
“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 
6:63).  And the Apostle Paul reminds Timothy, “From a child thou hast 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salva-
tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:15).  But be-
fore this ultimate purpose of the Scriptures —the salvation of the indi-
vidual’s soul— can be attained, a new spiritual life must be engendered 
in the person because every single person is by nature “dead in tres-
passes and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  And how is this accomplished? 
“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever” (I Peter 1:23).  Under no 
circumstances dare we then yield to the whims of worldly-minded peo-
ple who would have us introduce their “gospel of amusement” which 
produces no converts but only the temporal satisfaction of the flesh 
which is the devil’s ally!  

—M. L. N. 
_______________________  
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Luther’s  
Large  

Catechism 
 

With 
Historical Introduction 
  Paragraph Headings  

and Notes 
 
 

A Book for Everyone 
 
This Reformation season reacquaint 
yourself with Dr. Martin Luther’s 
Large Catechism, which he wrote in 
1529, and of which his Small Cate-
chism or “Enchiridion” is really a 
condensation. The English text is 
taken from the Concordia Triglotta.  
This new edition also contains the 
historical introduction by Dr. F. 
Bente, and easy to follow topical 
paragraph headings originally sup-
plied by Dr. J. T. Mueller, author of 
Christian Dogmatics, in his 1929 edi-
tion of Luther’s classic.  Ours is the 
only stand-alone edition in print using 
the thoroughly reliable translation 
from the Triglotta. 
 

195 pages, paperback       Only $ 9.95 
 

A Book for the Little Ones 
 

Scriptural Publications is pleased  to  
reprint a treasured children’s classic 
just in time for Reformation. This little 
history of the life of Dr. Martin Luther 
was written over fifty years ago by 
Professor Albert H. Miller, Concordia 
Teachers’ College, River Forest, Illi-
nois, together with his daughter,             
Elfrieda, a parochial school teacher.  
Of special interest are the color-
washed illustrations which are repro-
duced exactly from the original. 
 

Introduce to your children the life and 
work of Dr. Luther in this easy-to-read 
and completely reliable history of the 
“Hero of the Reformation.” 
 

Only $ 3.95 
 

 
 
 

 
MARTIN  LUTHER 

in 
STORY  AND  PICTURE 
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For detailed information about our Conference,  

we invite you to visit our official Web Site! 

Concordia Lutheran Conference 
 “The Scripture cannot be broken.” John 10:35 

 http://www.concordialutheranconf.com 
 

 

Welcome 
To all old and new subscribers 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Luther-
anism and are certain that, by God’s grace, you will re-
ceive rich spiritual benefits from your faithful reading of 
The Concordia Lutheran articles which are based sol-
idly upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

 Only $5.00 per year! 
 Give a subscription to a friend or relative! 

  
 17151 South Central Avenue,   Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 

• Who We Are  
• Our Constitution 
• Our  Doctrinal Position 
• Our Early History 
• Our Directory 

• Our Publishing House 
• Our  Seminary 
• Our Archives 
• Our News and 
 Coming Events 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg 
 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 For the time and location of services, contact: 
 The Rev. ROMAN G. SCHURGANOFF, Pastor 
 P. O. Box 62 
 620088 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 E-mail:  lutheran@r66.ru 
 
 St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church  
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 
   Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
 Sunday School & Bible Class  .......... 8:45 a.m. 
 Worship Service ……………………...10:00 a.m. 
 The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
 E-mail:  revbloedel@yahoo.com  

Concordia Theological Seminary  
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Training well-prepared and faithful pastors for the future  
Contact:  The Rev. David T. Mensing, 17151 South Central Avenue 

Oak Forest,  Illinois 60452  708-532-4288 
 

 

 

• Orthodox Confessional Position 
• Individualized Instruction   
• Complete Traditional Curriculum        
• Customized student accommoda- 
    tions 
• Flexible class schedules   

• All our instructors are in the pastoral ministry 
• Local parish internships starting the first year  
• Theological libraries on all our regional cam-

puses     
• Student Aid Fund helps reduce living costs   
• Geographically diverse locales broaden 
      students’ experiences  
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

Church Directory 
 
FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203   Telephone:  (517) 
787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201 (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@acd.net 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730   Telephone (520) 
721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Midland Motor Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class …..... 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355         
Sunday School & Bible Class ...... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355 (541) 258-2941 
E-mail:  m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
 
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178           Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118   (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 11:15 a.m. 
The Rev. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279 (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 

 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302  Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m. 
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302   (708) 386-4145 
E-mail:  robertjlietz@yahoo.com 
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__

 
54th  Annual Convention 

of the  

Concordia Lutheran Conference 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
June 24, 25 and 26, 2005 

at 
 Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, 

Oak Park, Illinois 
 

Motto: 
“That there be no divisions among you.” 

I Corinthians 1:10 
 

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor David T. Mensing 

“The Difference between Scriptural Separation 
and Sinful Separatism” 

 
The Practical Essay will be delivered by  

Pastor M. L. Natterer 
“What We Christians Object to 

in the Scouting Movement” 
 

The Sunday sermon will be preached by 
Pastor Edward J. Worley 

Text: II Corinthians 6:14-18 
 

Pastoral Conference on June 21-22 
Board of Directors meeting on June 23 

 


