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The President’s 
Column 

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou disquieted 
within me?  Hope thou in God.” —Psalm 42:11 

   
God’s Word says of the world of unbelievers: “Having no hope, and 
without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12).  The people of the world 
have no true, lasting hope because they do not have the true and living 
God even though He is very much in the world and everywhere at once.  
They do not have God in the world in that apart from personal faith in 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins, no one has God and His hope. 
  
The hopelessness found in the world is frequently manifested in the 
world’s constant need to seek asylum in incessant pleasure, and in 
regular binges with alcohol and the so-called hard drugs.  Ironically, 
and it is a sad irony indeed, many are literally killing themselves in 
their pursuit of finding “hope” (actually escape from reality) in such 
binges.  Moreover, some actually resort to suicide (self-murder) to 
escape their troubles and distresses in the vain hope that such self-
murder will end their suffering and hopelessness.  Tragically, since 
suicide is self-murder and the ultimate confession of unbelief or rejec-
tion of God, it does not give the hope hoped for but ushers in eternal 
hopelessness and despair in hell “where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:44).  Let any one who is contemplating 
suicide, immediately stop to consider the eternal consequences.  Sui-
cide is the lying “solution” of the devil himself, the father of lies.  Do 
not fall for his lie!  There is no recovery from that tragic end. 
  
Without having at hand any of the latest statistics, it is probably still 
accurate to say that most suicides occur within the ages of 18 to 25, 
what is often termed “the prime of life.”  Often such young suicides 
occur among the wealthy where these youth have grown up having 
virtually everything money can buy, and where materialism or the 
obtaining of things is their god.  Not understanding why it is so, they 
found no hope or contentment in their “have-it-all” lives.  In short, the 
home was Christless.   
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Yet even we who do believe in Christ are sometimes besieged by the 
devil and our own wretched flesh to become despondent, discouraged, 
and depressed.  Even Martin Luther suffered from bouts of depression; 
but, by the grace of God, he grabbed by faith the blessed Gospel prom-
ises found in God’ s Word to bring himself out of his distresses.  This is 
the true source of hope.  As the Psalmist cried out, “Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul? And why art thou disquieted within me?  Hope thou 
in God.”  Yes, that is the answer  — hope thou in God!   
  
Yet why is there hope in God?  There is hope in God because He gives 
the foundation of all hope.  He gives the hope of the forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life in Jesus Christ.  Apart from Christ and His forgiveness, 
a person is still under the wrath of God.  His conscience rightly accuses 
him of his guilt before God.  He fears the judgment  his own conscience 
knows he deserves and that he will eventually face (Romans 2:15).  
Even with the clouded over law in the heart, the conscience retains at 
least a vestige of the Law’s condemnation and senses the terror of judg-
ment.  However, when anyone will humbly acknowledge his sins and 
repent of them and believe for himself the forgiveness of sins which 
Christ earned on the cross, he then gains hope in God.  Hope in God is 
the sure and certain hope that in Christ we have a God who has been 
reconciled to the whole world of sinners, no longer imputing their tres-
passes unto them (II Corinthians  5:19).  As you and I personally be-
lieve that, since God has been reconciled to the world, he must there-
fore be reconciled to me, then we have hope in God.  Indeed, Scripture 
declares that God is the God of hope!  Romans 15:13 says, “Now the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.”   
  
This hope changes our entire outlook for the future.  Knowing that in 
Christ we have hope for all eternity makes entering a New Year not 
something to fear or dread, but to look forward to.  If my eternity has 
been secured, so therefore my earthly future is secured as well.  By faith 
in Christ we do not dread a new day but look forward to it.  “Weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning” (Psalm 30:5).  
By faith in our Savior for forgiveness, we also know we can and should 
trust in Him for all help and strength no matter what may transpire in 
our lives.  The Bible says this very thing: “He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).  In other words, since God 
has delivered up His own Son for us to redeem us from our sins, surely 
He will not fail to supply us with all the other things we need in this 
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life.  In Christ, our entire life is blessed and directed for our eternal 
good.  As Scripture says, “And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  Therefore, when distresses and troubles 
arise, let us deal with them with the faith and confidence that the Lord 
knows our troubles, and that they are temporary, and that the Lord 
blesses them for our good.  “For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal” (II Corinthians 4:17-18).  
  
This is why the Psalmist says, “Why art thou cast down, O my soul?  
And why art thou disquieted within me?  Hope thou in God.”  And no-
tice what he adds!!  He says, “For I shall yet praise him, who is the 
health of my countenance, and my God.”  May our God of hope grant 
you a hope-filled New Year. 
 

—E. R. S. 
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An Exhortation to Our Catechumens 
 

“And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding 
and answers. …And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and man.”  —Luke 2:47 and 52 

 
Very little is known about our incarnate Savior during His youth.  
From the time of the Wise Men’s visit, when He was possibly as old 
as two years (Matthew 2:16), and His return from exile in Egypt 
with Mary and Joseph after the death of Herod (v’s. 15 and 19ff.), 
nothing more is recorded in the Scriptures about Jesus until we read 
of Him at the age of twelve years in the Temple.  The title-text of 
our article is taken from the Gospel lesson appointed for the first 
Sunday after Epiphany and, as such, reports an early manifestation 
of the Lord Jesus while in His state of humiliation.  This incident is 
not a trivial anecdote of mere passing interest, for there is nothing 
trivial about Holy Writ, its content, and its purpose.  Rather, as with 
all of the Holy Scriptures, they were “written for our learning, that 
we…might have hope” (Romans 15:4), that we might have the sure 
and certain expectation of the glories of heaven which our perfectly 
obedient Savior purchased and won for us. 
 
We learn from St. Paul’s description of our Savior’s state of humilia-
tion in Philippians 2:5-8 that the eternal, unchangeable, omnipotent 
and omniscient Son of God “humbled Himself” to be our Redeemer.  
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 He so humiliated Himself that, as a true human being, “yet without 
sin” (Hebrews 4:15; cf. I Peter 2:22), He placed Himself “under 
the law,” subject both to its demands and to the punishment it pre-
scribes for sin, “to redeem them that were under the 
law” (Galatians 4:5),  to buy us poor wretched mortals back from 
sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, and, by His perfect 
life and His innocent suffering and death, to reconcile us unto His 
heavenly Father (Romans 5:8-10). 
 
While in Philippians 2:8 the original language states that Jesus 
“emptied Himself,” this does not mean (as the kenoticists claim) 
that He laid aside His divine nature to assume the human nature, 
OR (as semi-kenoticists would have us believe, as a kind of com-
promise with the former extreme view) that He “emptied Himself” 
of the divine attributes which the Scriptures teach were fully com-
municated to His human nature.  For such views fly directly in the 
face of the immutability (unchangeableness) of God, of the deity of 
Jesus Christ, and of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity.  Also in the 
state of humiliation, as Jesus Himself states, “I and My Father are 
one” (John 10:30);  He possessed one omnipotence with His Fa-
ther (John 5:19); He performed divine works (John 10:38); He 
spoke with divine authority (John 14:10);  and He dwelt —while in 
the state of humiliation— “in the bosom of the Father” (John 
1:18).  Moreover, our Savior did not merely conceal His divine 
majesty, but He deliberately and purposefully refused always and 
fully to use the divine attributes communicated to His human na-
ture so that He could vicariously satisfy God’s justice, both ac-
tively and passively.  Thus, He “made Himself of no reputation,” 
lest His enemies even hesitate to heap upon Him the scorn, suffer-
ing, and agony of His Great Passion, lest He escape “the death of 
the cross.”  He truly “took upon Him the form of a servant,” not 
merely the pretense of servitude, so that He could fully develop “in 
fashion as a man” —not as the God-Man, but as an ordinary man. 
 
Thus we read of the twelve-year-old Jesus that He “INCREASED in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”  As a true 
man, Jesus suffered Himself to study and to learn the Holy Scrip-
tures, of which He was the divine author!  In His active obedience, 
He perfectly kept, in this regard, the Third Commandment, in 
our place, as “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jeremiah 
23:6; cf. also Romans 3:25; 5:18), gladly hearing and learning the 
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Word of God “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15) as our 
Substitute, so that His perfect righteousness could be imputed to us, 
“the ungodly” (Romans 4:5), so that God in Christ could reconcile 
the world of sinners unto Himself (II Corinthians 5:19).  For in Luke 
2:41-52 we witness the Lord Jesus, as an adolescent already, doing 
for us His heavenly “Father’s business” (v. 49)!  He was, for us, 
the perfect catechumen, occupied with instruction in the form of 
questions and answers concerning the precious doctrines of the Holy 
Scriptures, earning for us the perfect righteousness we lack and 
without which we cannot enter heaven (Romans 3:23).  He also 
thereby set us His own perfect, sinless example of how we should 
regard the Holy Scriptures, which like Timothy  most of us have 
known since childhood already, which for us are the means whereby 
we are made “wise unto salvation through faith [in Him]” and 
whereby we are trained in holiness of living (II Timothy 3:15-17) and 
in service to one another “as to the Lord” (Colossians 3:23-24), in 
imitation of His perfectly humble attitude of mind (Philippians 2:5)! 
 
What a wonderful comfort to us in this holy Epiphany season, to see 
our Savior thus “manifested,” not in His divine majesty and glory, 
as He was during His public ministry by the limited display of His 
omnipotence in the miracles He performed (John 2:11), or as he was 
manifested in brighter glory to Peter, James and John on the Mount 
of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1ff.), but as our vicarious Redeemer 
in His active obedience, humbly subject to the law and perfectly ful-
filling it for our sakes!  We note in this connection that, contrary to 
the opinion of some, Jesus was not teaching “the doctors” (as He 
did later on in His public ministry), but He was doing what our cate-
chumens do in the instruction classes taught by their Christian pas-
tors: “…both hearing them and asking them questions.”  And, as we 
would expect of a perfect catechumen, the twelve-year-old Jesus 
perfectly applied Himself to the pleasurable task of searching the 
Scriptures; He listened with perfect attentiveness, studied with per-
fect diligence, and  learned His lessons with perfect application of 
mind, so that “all that heard Him were astonished at His under-
standing and answers” (Luke 2:47). 
 
Now “let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,” Paul 
instructs us (Philippians 2:5).  At the age of twelve years, when his 
young friends were preoccupied with playing, with “hanging out” 
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with their Godly peers, with taking in the sights on the way to Jeru-
salem and back again, and with sharing the excitement of new ex-
periences, the Lord Jesus sacrificed these legitimate temporal enjoy-
ments of youth and “hung out,” as it were, with “the doctors” (Luke 
2:46), with the theologians in the Temple, “both hearing them and 
asking them questions.”  This assignment of first priority to spiritual 
matters on the part of the youthful Jesus should have come as no sur-
prise to His earthly parents; for He was, after all, “the Son of 
God” (Luke 1:35) as Mary well knew, “Emmanuel” (God with us) 
(Matthew 1:23) as Joseph had been informed by the angel, and 
“Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11) as the shepherds had been told and 
as they freely shared this Gospel information “abroad” (v. 17).  
And yet, both Joseph and Mary were “amazed,” astounded, and 
even “sorrowing,” frustrated and distressed (v. 48) at having 
searched high and low for Jesus when they should have assumed 
Him to have been exactly where He was.  “How is it that ye sought 
Me?  Wist ye not,” Jesus asked them, “[didn’t  you know] that I 
must be about My Father’s business?  [Didn’t it occur to you that, 
even now, I would already be engaged in the work which My Fa-
ther has given Me to do?]” 
 
This same priority should be ours and that of our children on a day-
to-day and even hour-by-hour basis: The priority of spiritual matters 
over temporal ones (Matthew 16:26), of heavenly treasures over 
earthly gain (Matthew 6:19ff.), of the Word of God over the word 
and opinion of men (John 8:31-32; Matthew 15:9), of the “nurture 
and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) over mere “meat and 
drink” here in this life (Romans 14:17).  The Psalmist, by way of his 
own example, exhorts us to “love the habitation of [God’s] house 
and the place where [His] honor dwelleth” (Psalm 26:8), to be 
“glad” when we are urged by our fellow Christians, “Let us go into 
the house of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1), to recognize His Word as “a 
lamp unto [our] feet and a light unto [our] path” (Psalm 119:105), 
and to treasure it as “[our] heritage forever” (v. 111).  “Blessed is 
the man,” writes David, “that walketh not in the counsel of the un-
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law 
doth he meditate day and night” (Psalm 1).  “Blessed are they that 
hear the Word of God and keep it,” said Jesus (Luke 11:28), for 
“faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God” (Romans 10:17). 
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Even a “short-list” inventory of the great blessings that the Lord af-
fords us through the means of His precious Word enumerates the 
following:  Forgiveness of sins, deliverance from death and Satan, 
and everlasting life and salvation in heaven; saving faith, that is, 
confidence of the heart in the mercy of God to poor sinners for Je-
sus’ sake, whereby we appropriate these gracious gifts and make 
them our own; strength to resist the temptations of the devil, the 
world, and our flesh; the ability with the aid of God’s Holy Spirit to 
do truly God-pleasing works as the fruit of our faith and to amend 
our sinful lives to the glory of His grace; patience in tribulation and 
the recognition of the Father’s love in His chastening hand; perse-
verance in the saving faith even unto the end; the ability to discern 
between truth and error, to teach and apply the doctrines of His Word 
correctly, to reprove false prophets and manifest sinners, to correct 
those who have wandered into the byways of error, and to instruct 
one another in the way of righteousness.  These and still other gra-
cious gifts of God are bestowed upon us through His Word! 
 
No wonder then that His holy Third Commandment, as Luther so 
carefully explains it, requires that “we fear and love God, that we 
may not despise [think little of] preaching and His Word, but hold 
it sacred and gladly hear and learn it,” motivated not by threats and 
coercion, not by fear and intimidation, not because we “have to,” 
but constrained by the love of our precious Savior (II Corinthians 
5:14) out of gratitude for His longsuffering grace and mercy to us 
poor unworthy sinners, as our “reasonable service” (Romans 
12:1).  Jesus kept the Third Commandment —already as a twelve-
year-old youth— out of love for us; let us keep it, following His 
humble yet perfect example —as we gladly hear God’s Word, learn 
it, meditate upon it, and follow it— out of love to Him who first 
loved us (John 14:15; I John 4:19). 
 
All of us, young and old, children and adults, should be Christian 
catechumens throughout our lives as we “grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18).  
Like Timothy, we should “study to show [ourselves] approved unto 
God” so that we can rightly distinguish between Law and Gospel 
and thus avoid the pitfalls of error that result from confounding 
them.  Like the Bereans in Acts 17, we should “receive the Word 
with all readiness of mind and search the Scriptures daily” to con-
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firm what we have been taught.  And, like the Lord Jesus in the Tem-
ple, we should both “hear” and “ask questions” as we increase in the 
“understanding” of Christian doctrine, and then stand ready also to 
give “answers” to every man that asks us why we believe what we 
believe and how we can confidently expect the gracious blessings 
purchased and won for us by our Savior (Cf. I Peter 3:15).  Let it be 
our constant prayer as we continue to seek catechetical “instruction 
in the form of questions and answers” on the basis of Scripture alone: 
 
Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth; to Thy Word I now give heed. 

Life and spirit Thy Word beareth; all Thy Word is true indeed. 
Death’s dread power in me is rife; Jesus, may Thy Word of Life 
fill my soul with love’s strong fervor that I cling to Thee forever! 

 
Oh, what blessing to be near Thee and to hearken to Thy voice! 

May I ever love and fear Thee, that Thy Word may be my choice! 
Take it never from my heart ‘til I see Thee as Thou art, 

when, in heavenly bliss and glory, I shall greet Thee and adore Thee! 
 

(TLH, 296, adapted) 
 

—D. T. M. 
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Christ’s First Miracle 
 

This beginning of miracles did Jesus of Nazareth in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested forth His glory; and His disciples be-
lieved on him.” —John 2:11 

 
There are various things that attract us to certain people and them to us.  
We like someone because he likes to do similar things that we like to 
do. Or we may have mutual feelings and convictions. In the true Chris-
tian Church we make friendships on the basis of having the same be-
liefs according to Scripture. This God given agreement regarding Scrip-
tural truths causes us to want to defend and proclaim such truths to-
gether as friends.   
 
Is it possible that we could be attracted to someone because he has the 
ability to perform miracles?  You might answer, “Maybe, but not likely, 
for people are not able to perform the miracles of Christ’s time.”  
Throughout the history of the world the number of people who could 
perform miracles has been extremely limited.  One of them who could 
is listed in the second chapter of John’s Gospel.  But He was no ordi-
nary person, for He was both God and Man.  Born on earth of the Vir-
gin Mary through the miraculous working of the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ performed many miracles during His three-year ministry on 
earth. And people were attracted to Him because of them.  They also 
served to reveal His glory and to confirm His Word, the foundation of 
the disciples’ God given faith and trust (Romans 10:17).  
 
Jesus’ first miracle is recorded at the wedding in Cana.  Most of our 
readers will know that the Savior turned water into wine at that wed-
ding.  However, while many may know what Christ’s first miracle was, 
they may not know why it was performed.  Some may think that the 
Savior changed water into wine in order to please His mother; some 
may think that He did it because of a sense of obligation to the host; and 
others might say, with little knowledge of Scripture, that the Savior 
made a lot of wine because He liked to drink a lot of wine.  There are 
always scoffers and skeptics of Bible truths whose remarks reach ri-
diculous extremes. But what are the facts? 
   
“On the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the 
mother of Jesus was there: And both Jesus was called, and his disci-
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ples, to the marriage.” A wedding was going on in the small town of 
Cana, and it is mentioned first that Jesus’ mother was there.  Nothing is 
mentioned about His father, Joseph, so it is assumed that he was dead by 
this time.  And this would be all the more reason why the Savior and His 
disciples were also invited to the wedding.  Of course, the Savior had 
also been gaining some notoriety, and that is another reason why He 
might have been invited.  
 
It has been noted, incidentally, that this is the only wedding of which the 
Bible notes that Jesus attended.  He may have attended others, but it was 
not considered important.  But His presence at this one is a silent con-
demnation of asceticism, that is, of the teaching of some that unmarried 
life is holier than married life.  By His presence, Jesus recognizes the 
marriage relationship as honorable and holy. 
 
It seems that this was a big wedding with many guests.  Perhaps more 
guests came than were anticipated, and therefore the supply of wine ran 
short.  And Mary turned to her Son, who is also the Son of God, and 
said, “They have no wine.”  Mary knew her Bible well.  She knew about 
the miracles that her Son would perform, which had been foretold by the 
prophets.  She knew that He would have power over all things.  She 
trusted in his ability to help.  And therefore she simply went over to Him 
and said, “They have no wine.” 
 
This statement of Mary has been called a model prayer.  For if we only 
tell our Lord what we lack and what we need, we can leave everything 
else to His loving benevolence and providence.  We should learn to trust 
in His mercy without the slightest doubt and hesitation.  In this case the 
answer of Jesus to His mother sounds harsh and cruel.  “Woman, what 
have I to do with thee?” Jesus saith unto her, “Mine hour is not yet 
come.”  Though that answer may sound harsh, and most of us have possi-
bly always viewed it in that way, it actually indicated respect; for the word 
“woman” was used in addressing queens and persons of distinction.  We 
do not use it in that way today.  On the other hand, the Savior’s words 
were also a rebuke of Mary:  “By what right do you assume that I must 
help?”  Mary’s plea bordered on the exceeding of parental authority.  
 
Mary understood her Son correctly.  She found comfort in His words, 
“Mine hour is not yet come.”  She did not resent the Savior’s rebuke but 
humbly accepted it.  And she was certain that His reply was not an out-
right refusal.  Therefore she went over to the servants near the entrance, 
who were now serving at the tables, and told them to do whatever the 
Lord told them to do.   
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It is recorded that there were six stone water jars standing nearby, the 
kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 
twenty to thirty gallons.  One commentator has stated that the number 
of the water jars would be immaterial except for the fact John wants to 
emphasize the greatness of the miracle and the rich gift that Christ pro-
vided for the bridal couple. 
   
What happened next is likely the best known fact of the incident.  They 
did as He ordered, and then He told them to draw out some and take it 
to the master of the banquet, which they also did.  And when the master 
of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine, he called 
the bridegroom and said to him, “Every man at the beginning doth set 
forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is 
worse:  but thou hast kept the good wine until now.”   
 
Our Lord’s miraculous changing of water into wine was His first mira-
cle.  And what He accomplished through this miracle was the revealing 
of His glory.  
  
Even as a man, in the state of humiliation, the Savior in His human na-
ture possessed the glory, the power and majesty, which belongs to God.  
This proved that He was, indeed, God Himself.  He was no fake, no 
magician; for, although the sorcerers and magicians of His time tried to 
imitate His miracles, they could not duplicate them, certainly not the 
raising of people from the dead, including raising Himself from the 
grave.  But Christ’s miracles proved that He was God.  
 
And if one keeps that thought in mind in connection with His changing 
of water into wine, there can be no slanderous thoughts about the Sav-
ior’s miracle involving an alcoholic beverage.  The unbelieving scoffer, 
of course, in his fallen state, tries to make an issue out of the matter and 
make Christ look bad or hypocritical.  That is to be expected of the un-
believer, who himself may often not show moderation in his use of al-
coholic beverages.  But when some, professing to be Christians, twist 
the facts of the incident to suit their own preconceived notions about 
any consumption of alcohol, this is also wrong.   
 
The incident proved Christ to be God.  What could be more important 
than that?  Obviously, since Christ did not condemn the drinking of 
wine –in fact, He produced a greater abundance of it– it is no sin to 
drink it or any other alcoholic beverage in moderation.  Drinking too 
much and abusing the body is the sin  (Ephesians 5:18). 
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Christ’s miracle of changing water into wine confirmed His Word to 
His disciples (Mark 16:20).  They saw His almighty power.  His mira-
cles also proved His identity as the Messiah (Matthew 11:4-6).  Mira-
cles in themselves are not a means of grace —they cannot produce 
faith in a person’s heart.   However, learning about them through the 
sacred scriptures confirms the Word; and the Word of God strength-
ens our faith (Romans 10:17).  The Holy Scriptures and the two sacra-
ments are the only means of grace God has given us to work a saving 
faith in our hearts.  Miracles do not work faith in us —only the Holy 
Spirit does that through Word and Sacrament.  
 
The text states, “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Gali-
lee, and manifested forth His glory; and his disciples believed on 
him.”  We, too, believe that He is the God-Man, God’s incarnate Son, 
sent into the world to die on a cross to redeem us and all mankind 
from our sins.  His miracles confirm that glorious and saving fact! 

 
—D. G. R. 
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How Jesus Christ is 
the Light of the World 
 

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the 
Light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  —John 8:12 

 
As true God with the Father and the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ possesses all divine glory and light; He is “the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can 
see: to whom be honor and power everlasting” (I Timothy 6:15–16).  
However, the focus of this article is not so much how Jesus possesses all 
divine light as the Second Person of the Trinity, but rather how He is 
“the Light of the world”—how He is the Light for us sinful human be-
ings.  King David writes: “The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; 
whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1); and we read in John 1:4: “In Him [the 
incarnate Word, Christ] was life; and the life was the light of men.” 
 
In his Benedictus, Zacharias refers to Christ (whose way his son, John 
the Baptist, was to prepare) as “the Dayspring [the morning dawn] 
from on high” who would “give light to them that sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death” (Luke 1:78–79). This then leads to the question: 
Who are those that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death and are in 
need of this light?  We learn from the Scriptures that all of us by na-
ture—as we are born into this world since the fall of Adam—are in the 
condition of spiritual darkness, or unbelief (I Corinthians 2:14; John 
1:5); all our works are morally dark, or sinful (Psalm 14:3; Ephesians 
5:11); and, if not for the grace of God, we would all be plunged into 
eternal darkness in hell as the just punishment for our sins (Galatians 
3:10; Matthew 22:13). 
 
Even from the time of our very conception, we are wretched, sin-
darkened creatures (Psalm 51:5). In this natural condition, all of us are 
lost in an abyss of spiritual darkness; we are spiritually blind—both 
unwilling and unable to see and believe the things pertaining to our sal-
vation (I Corinthians 2:14).  Our natural hearts are so completely dark-
ened by sin that they are without even the tiniest spark of goodness as 
far as the holy and just Lord is concerned (Romans 7:18a; 8:7).  The 
Scriptures describe those who are in this natural condition of total de-
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pravity as “having the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart” (Ephesians 4:18). 
 
As a corrupt tree brings forth only evil fruit (Matthew 7:17b), likewise 
also this corrupted human nature only produces works that are sinful 
and contrary to the Law of God (Romans 8:7–8).  These include sinful 
thoughts and desires (coveting, sexual lust, hatred, scheming, etc.), sin-
ful words (lies, gossip, cursing, swearing, etc.), and sinful deeds 
(malicious violence, fornication, drunkenness, theft, etc.).  Though 
natural man may be able to exercise his willpower and keep himself 
from certain gross outward forms of sin, yet his heart is still completely 
corrupt (Jeremiah 17:9), and none of his works are pleasing in the sight 
of the Lord (Hebrews 11:6). Concerning the corrupt fruits of all men by 
nature, the Scriptures tell us: “Every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5); and again: “Men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). 
 
These “works of darkness” (Ephesians 5:11) are the only thing pro-
duced by man’s sinful flesh and conform to the wicked works of the 
devils, whom the Bible identifies as “the rulers of the darkness of this 
world” (Ephesians 6:12).  So then all men, by fallen nature, whose 
works agree with those of the devils, justly deserve to share the same 
punishment that the Lord has meted out upon them. “God spared not 
the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness to be reserved unto judgment” (II Peter 2:4).  
Hell is described both as “everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels” (Matthew 25:41) and also as “outer darkness” where 
“there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:30). The 
terms “fire” and “darkness” are not contradictory but describe differ-
ent aspects of hell.  “Fire” indicates the source of the extreme pain in-
flicted upon the damned; whereas “outer darkness” indicates that they 
are completely cast out or banished from the light of God’s gracious 
presence (II Thessalonians 1:9). 
 
But to save us wretched sinners from the eternal darkness of hell that all 
men deserve, Jesus, the Son of God, came into this world as a true man 
to bring us the hope of everlasting light in heaven.  This He did by 
keeping all of God’s Law perfectly in our stead (Romans 5:19) and by 
suffering the punishment of hell for us, as our Substitute (Galatians 
3:13), so that “whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16).  By faith in Christ Jesus, our sins are for-
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given; and we shall be taken to heaven when we die to the place that the 
Apostle John was shown in a vision and which he described in this way: 
“The city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for 
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof” (Revelation 21:23).  And the glorious existence that we Chris-
tians shall enjoy in this heavenly light is described in this way: “And 
there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of 
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Revelation 22:5). 
 
Though God has so graciously provided for the salvation of all people 
through the universal atonement of Christ and the objective justification 
of all sinners, yet man in his natural condition only despises this free 
salvation—regarding it as foolishness (I Corinthians 2:14).  But, thank-
fully, Jesus, the Light of the world, delivers us from the darkness of 
unbelief by enlightening our hearts—bringing us to faith in Him 
through the Gospel. “God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 4:6). “Ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9). Though this 
work of sanctification (in the wider sense) is usually ascribed to the 
Holy Ghost (I Corinthians 12:3), the Scriptures also tell us that the Fa-
ther and the Son participate in bringing spiritually darkened men to the 
spiritual light of faith (John 6:44a; Hebrews 12:2a). 
 
By His grace and power alone, the Triune God has made us His own 
dear children by faith; we Christians can take no credit at all for our 
own enlightenment (John 1:12–13).  The saving object of our God-
created faith (that in which our faith trusts) is Jesus Christ, His work of 
redemption, and the forgiveness of sins that He has earned for us. Thus, 
we are enlightened when God brings us to faith in Him who is “the 
Light of the world” (John 8:12).  Jesus says: “I am come a Light into 
the world, that whosoever believeth on Me should not abide in dark-
ness” (John 12:46). 
 
In Christ, that great Light of the world, we Christians have been 
brought to the spiritual light of faith here in this life and have been 
given the sure hope of entering into eternal light in heaven when we 
die.  So then as the “children of light” (I Thessalonians 5:5), we are not 
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to live in the service of our flesh and the devil—bringing forth the fruits 
of darkness— but rather, we are to live in the service of our gracious 
Lord and Savior —bringing forth the fruits of light.  The Apostle Paul 
writes to the Christians in Ephesus: “Ye were sometimes darkness, but 
now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light…And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them” (5:8, 11). 
 
As the followers of Him who is “the Light of the world,” we Christians 
are to reflect His light in our own lives —letting our light of faith shine 
brightly in this world of darkness by bringing forth works of light.  In 
His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples: “Ye are the light of 
the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. …Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 16).  These good works of 
light are our “reasonable service” (Romans 12:1) toward Him who 
lived, suffered, and died to save us from the outer darkness of hell, 
which we justly deserve on account of our sinful works of darkness. 
 
By faith in the Son of God, the Light of the world, we Christians have 
been brought to spiritual light; we have been given a new man whereby 
we are able to produce works of light; and for His own sake alone, with-
out any merit or worthiness in us, we have been made the heirs of eter-
nal light in heaven.  So then let us heartily rejoice and ever hold fast in 
true faith to our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ —our Light and our 
Salvation, especially in this Epiphany season as Christ the Light “shines 
upon” us through the Gospel. 

—P. E. B. 
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 Are We to Expect 
 New Revelations 
 Beyond Holy Scripture? 

 
“God, who…spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 

hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.”  —Hebrews 1:1-2  
. 
NO!  NO!  NO!  We are NOT to expect new revelations beyond Holy 
Scripture!  Why not?  The Scriptures themselves instruct us to stick 
with and continue in God’s Word alone; we are not to add to (or sub-
tract from) the finished and completed written revelation of what God 
has already spoken through the prophets in the Old Testament (II Timo-
thy 3:14-16; Hebrews 1:1; Psalm 119:104-105; Deuteronomy 12:32; 
Luke 16:29; II Peter 1:21), and through His Son, the apostles, and the 
evangelists in the New Testament (Hebrews 1:2; John 8:31-32; Ephe-
sians 2:20).  In the closing chapter of the Holy Scriptures, we find these 
words of unchanging truth: “I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book, 
and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book” (Revelation 22:18-19).  
 
Let us consider, more specifically, some of the Scriptures referred to 
earlier: 
 

 II Timothy 3 — “Continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned [from the Holy Scriptures and from nothing else] and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 
and that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which 
[alone] are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine [the only source of this doc-
trine being the Scriptures], for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness” (vv. 14-16). 

 
 John 8 — “If ye continue in My Word [and no one else’s], 
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then are ye My disciples indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free [free from the bondage of your own 
fleshly, wrong thoughts and opinions]” (vv. 31-32). 

 
 Psalm 119 — “Through Thy precepts [and none other] I get 
understanding; therefore I hate every false way; Thy Word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (vv. 104-105).  Sola 
Scriptura (Scripture Alone)!!!  This is what God teaches us; this 
is what we are to hold to and confess (I Peter 4:11a) as His fol-
lowers. During the season of Epiphany, we are reminded that 
Christ Jesus is the eternal, only Light for the world (John 8:12) of 
sinners, the only “Sun of righteousness,…with healing in His 
wings” (Malachi 4:2), the wonderful healing of forgiveness for 
our sins (Isaiah 53:5; Psalm 103:3), and we are also reminded 
that His Word is our sure, only light in giving us proper under-
standing and discernment in all other areas of our life (What is 
sin, and what is not sin? What is our purpose for living in this 
world? How are we to conduct ourselves at our job? What are 
our responsibilities as citizens of our community, state, and na-
tion? Etc., etc., etc.)  

 
 Deuteronomy 12 — “What thing soever I command you, ob-
serve to do it; thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from 
it” (v. 32).  God’s counsel throughout Scripture is the same: do 
not add to or subtract from what I say and what I reveal to you 
through the prophets, through my dear Son, through the evangel-
ists, and through the apostles. 

 
“YES!  YES!  YES!”  This IS the answer of some to the question: “Are 
we to expect new revelations beyond Holy Scripture?”  It is most cer-
tainly true that some, by their conduct, their actions, their life-style, by 
what they go along with and tolerate, by the denominations and fellow-
ship to which they belong and whose doctrinal positions they support, 
show that new revelations, outside of, and in addition to Holy Scrip-
ture, have come to influence and are continuing to influence their lives. 
What fools! They are following in the rebellious footsteps of Adam and 
Eve, who were not content with God’s revelation (Genesis 2:16-17), but 
found “new” revelations (from the devil) more appealing to them 
(Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-6). Oh, how we have to be on guard against such 
new, false, and appealing revelations (lies) from our own no-good flesh 
(Romans 7:18a), the constantly-lying devil (John 8:44; I Peter 5:8)), 
and the devoted-to-lusts world (I John 2:15-17)!  In essence, some have 
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acted as if their own “revelations,” opinions, and ideas, or the 
“revelations,” opinions, and ideas of others, carry more “weight” and 
are “better suited to the times” than God’s changeless revelation in the 
Holy Scriptures.  Some examples of such current, “new,” man-made, 
deceitful, and seductive “revelations” are: 
 

• Homosexuality is nothing more than an “alternate life-style.”  
The “marriage” of homosexuals should be condoned because this 
is a way for them to express their “love” for each other. [These 
humanly-manufactured “revelations” trample underfoot the old, 
timeless, and changeless revelation of God in Genesis 19:4-13, 
Romans 1:21-32, Genesis 2:18-25, and Matthew 19:4-6.] 
 
• “Living together” outside of marriage is a good way for couples 
to get to know each other before making the commitment of mar-
riage.  With this in mind, no one should have any objection to this 
“arrangement.”  [This perverted thinking leaves God’s perfect 
revelation in the Holy Scriptures “out in the cold,” as that revela-
tion is clearly written down in I Corinthians 6:18, Ephesians 5:3, 
and Hebrews 13:4.] 
 
• Woman suffrage is long overdue in the church.  You surely do 
not want to discriminate, like the Apostle Paul, against women 
and against the use of their talents.  It is outrageous when they 
are not permitted to be voters and, furthermore, are withheld 
from the pastoral office.  [This is another blatant example of 
placing human ideas and opinions over the unmistakably plain 
revelation of God in I Timothy 2:12-14, I Timothy 3:2, and Titus 
1:6.] 

 
• There is unity in diversity.  It is impossible to have complete 
doctrinal unity and agreement.  You need to be accepting of other 
people’s traditions, beliefs, and views.  [These nice-sounding lies 
are completely contrary to the teaching of God’s Word of truth in 
I Corinthians 1:10, Psalm 133:1, Amos 3:3, Galatians 5:9, 
Jeremiah 23:31, I Timothy 6:3-5, and Romans 16:17-18.] 

 
Jesus’ warning and counsel to us is always worthy of repetition: “Take 
heed that no man deceive you. …Many false prophets shall rise, and 
shall deceive many. …There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 
and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were possi-
ble, they shall deceive the very elect” (Matthew 24:4, 11, 24). However, 
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God has most certainly spoken through the prophets (Hebrews 1:1) and 
had written down “for our learning” (Romans 15:4) in the Holy Scrip-
tures the certain and sure “hope”  (Romans 15:4) for all sinners, the 
“Lord Jesus Christ” (I Timothy 1:1).  And God has, furthermore, 
“spoken unto us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:2) in the same Holy Scrip-
tures, revealing Him as the only “Way” (John 14:6) to heaven for sin-
ners; for of Him (and Him alone) is it said: “There is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Him-
self a ransom for all” (I Timothy 2:5-6).  Therefore, in Christ (and in 
Him alone) there is real peace and reconciliation between God and the 
world of sinners (II Corinthians 5:19), “for God sent not His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved.  He that believeth on Him is not condemned” (John 3:17-
18a).  What a marvelous, wonderful, never-changing, and all-sufficient 
revelation!  During this Epiphany season, we, who by the grace of God 
alone, are the “children of light” (Ephesians 5:8), have the on-going, 
blessed privilege and opportunity to “show forth the praises of Him 
who hath called [us] out of darkness into His marvelous light; which in 
time past were not a people, but are now the people of God; which had 
not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy” (I Peter 2:9-10).  
With “the love of Christ constrain[ing] us” (II Corinthians 5:14), let us 
rejoice in the perfect, good, and immutable revelation of Holy Scrip-
ture, rejecting and abhorring any “new,” man-made, false, and decep-
tive revelations as worthless and no good.  “By the mercies of 
God”  (Romans 12:1), may our grateful confession ever be and remain: 
“Thy testimonies…are my delight and my counselors” (Psalm 119:24). 
 

—R. J. L. 
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The Signs of the Times 
Our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, asks, 

“Can ye not discern the signs of the times?” 
—Matthew 16:3 

Contra Islam 
 

“This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true         
God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent.” —John 17:3 
 

The Egyptian government recently released around 1,000 members of 
the Islamist fundamentalist group Gammas el-Islamiya, and then moved 
to detain and torture Christians (apostates; i.e. former Muslims) for 
changing their Muslim names to Christian names… On October 20th, 
Egyptian police commenced a crackdown on apostates.  According to 
the U. S. Copts Association (Oct. 26th), “The assault started with the 
arrest of a husband and wife who secretly converted from Islam to 
Christianity…who told the prosecutor ‘that they did not know it was 
illegal for them to change their religious identity.  Since it was com-
monly known that Christians in Egypt could convert to Islam and 
change their identity papers, they assumed that Muslims had the same 
rights.’ Following the arrest of Yousef and Mariam, the police arrested 
individuals who helped them secure new ID cards with new Christian 
names.  Under severe torture, the police were able to extract the names 
of some 100 other converts… On October 23rd, Yakup Cindilli (32), a 
Turkish convert to Christianity, was savagely beaten for distributing 
New Testaments in his home town of Orhangazi in northwestern Tur-
key…” (Christian News, Nov. 24, 2003). 
 
The above is nothing new.  It is found in every country in which the 
Mohammedans have the supremacy.  Look what they even carried 
out in our country on September 11, 2001 without being in the ma-
jority!! The religion of Mohammed is a violent religion.  History 
attests to this fact.  Mohammed (born about 570 and died 632 A.D.) 
waged one “holy war” after another until all of Arabia was subject 
to him.  By the end of the seventh century, the religion of Islam ex-
tended into India; and, by the eighth century, all of northern Africa 
was in its control.  Flush with such victories, the Mohammedans 
then proceeded into Spain and France.  Their goal was to gain con-
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trol of all Europe.  In 732 these fanatical Mohammedans were fi-
nally put to flight under Charles Martel, the grandfather of Charle-
magne.  History depicts the march of the Mohammedans as one 
carried on with fire and sword.  And this is in line with the Koran, 
“Kill those who join other gods with God wherever ye shall find 
them; and seize them, besiege them, and lay wait for them with 
every kind of ambush; but if they shall convert and observe prayer 
and pay the obligatory alms, then let them go their way, for God is 
gracious and merciful” (Sura [equivalent to “chapter”] 5:5, 6, 29).  
Mohammed taught that he who dies in battle against the unbeliev-
ers is sure to enter his sensual conception of heaven.  Islam has 
spread across the globe, including the United States, with over 4 
million.  There are 3,500 in the Portland, Oregon, area alone.  
About 800 mosques with the crescent moon of Islam are found 
throughout our country.  In sharp contrast to Islam, the Christian 
religion is spread not by the earthly sword but by “the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God” (Ephesians 6:17).  The Lord Jesus 
gives us the commission to preach the Gospel to every creature 
(Mark 16:15).  Why?  “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God” (Romans 10:17).  Therefore the Apostle declares, “I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation” (Romans 1:16).  It is the Gospel which tells us, “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16).  Islam has no such message! 

 

God’s Promise! 
 

“And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I 
may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 
living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.” —Genesis 9:16 

 
While scientists give their technical explanation for its existence, we 
Christians know why it appears in the sky.  In Genesis chapter 9, we are 
told that, after the flood, God made a covenant with Noah that never 
again would there be such a universal flood.   And, to assure Noah and 
all succeeding generations of this covenant, the Lord placed the rain-
bow in the sky (Vv.11-17). 
 
This took place about 4,000 years ago.  The rainbow remains with us 
and will until the Final Day.  The Lord had promised Noah “while the 
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earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22). 
 
The perverts began to make use of the rainbow flag in 1978 when it 
first appeared in the San Francisco Perversion Day Parade.  And in 
1994, a huge 30-foot-wide by one-mile-long rainbow flag was carried 
by the perverts in NewYork’s Stonewall 25 Parade.  They claim that the 
rainbow flag has become the colors of pride for their perverted life-
style. Unfortunately, however, they do not stop to think that, as God 
remains true to His promise concerning a universal flood, so also does 
He remain true to His threat concerning those unrepentant homosexuals 
and lesbians, “even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them 
in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after 
strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire” (Jude 7) and that “such shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Romans 1: 21-32).  
 
What a comfort the rainbow must have been for Noah and his family, 
having gone through the trials he endured prior to the flood!  And what 
a comfort for us Christians in these last evil days of the world.  When 
we behold the brilliant display of colors in the rainbow after a shower 
of rain, let us be reminded of God’s justifiable anger which once moved 
Him to destroy the world, then let us comfort ourselves with God’s 
mercy and grace that no such universal flood will take place again. 
 
Remember that Noah “became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith” (Hebrew 11:7).  Noah believed in the promised “Seed of the 
woman” (Genesis 3:15), “which is Christ” (Galatians 3:16).  We Chris-
tians, too, also become heirs of righteousness by faith.  “Not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith” (Philippians 3:9).  Believing in Jesus as our Savior, we have for-
giveness of sins and the promise of eternal life (John 3:16).  God gives 
us these undeserved blessings in His Holy Word; and, whenever we 
observe the rainbow in the sky, let us remind ourselves that it is abso-
lutely, utterly impossible for God to lie (Hebrew 6:18)! 
 

—M. L. N. 
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Now available… 

 Alfred Doerffler’s  The Yoke Made Easy 

 and The Burden Made Light 
 
The Concordia Lutheran Conference is pleased to present 
these reprints of Alfred Doerffler’s treasured devotions for 
shut-ins. The two books originally appeared over fifty years 
ago in the days of the Missouri Synod’s orthodoxy and are 
still regarded as “gems” by pastors who vainly search to-
day’s marketplace for doctrinally sound and easy to digest 
meditations for their homebound and hospitalized sheep.  
Sadly, their use of the King James Version of the  Scriptures 
and the devotional language of bygone days kept them “off 
the market” for too many years. 
 
The Yoke Made Easy and The Burden Made Light provide 
short and easy to read Bible-based devotions which direct 
heavy laden souls to the out-stretched arms of their loving 
Savior for the assurance of forgiveness to their aching hearts, 
for comfort in their afflictions, for strength in their weak-
nesses, and for hope in their darkest hours.  Law and Gospel 
rightly divided, and sin and grace in their un-varnished clarity 
forthrightly presented from the precious Word of God, is what 
makes these devotions “just what the doctor ordered” and 
the Divine Physician’s perfect remedy for souls to whom His 
loving chastening “for the present seemeth to be…
grievous” (Hebrews 12:11). 
 
BOTH in sight-saving, giant print paperback editions.  Size: 
8½ x 11,  128 pages.  Now only $14.99 each  (plus shipping) 
from 
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Christ’s Glorious Epiphany 
 

How lovely shines the Morning Star! 
The nations see and hail afar 

the Light in Judah shining. 
Thou David’s Son of Jesse’s race, 

my Bridegroom and my King of Grace, 
for Thee my heart is pining. 

Lowly, holy, great and glorious, 
 Thou victorious King of Graces, 
filling all the heavenly places! 

 
Thou, mighty Father, in Thy Son, 

didst love me ere Thou hadst begun 
this ancient world’s foundation. 

Thy Son hath made a friend of me; 
and, when in spirit Him I see, 

I joy in tribulation. 
What bliss is this! 

He that liveth to me giveth life forever! 
Nothing me from Him can sever! 

 
A pledge of peace from God I see 

when Thy pure eyes are turned to me 
to show me Thy good pleasure. 

Jesus, Thy Spirit and Thy Word, 
Thy body and Thy blood, afford 

my soul its dearest treasure. 
Keep me kindly in Thy favor, 

O my Savior!  Thou wilt cheer me. 
Thy Word calls me to draw near Thee, 

 
Lift up the voice and strike the string! 

Let all glad sounds of music ring 
in God’s high praises blended! 

Christ will be with me all the way, 
today, tomorrow, every day, 
til traveling days be ended. 

Sing out, ring out triumph glorious, 
O victorious, chosen nation! 

Praise the God of your salvation! 
 

—Philipp Nicolai, 1597 
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Churches in Fellowship 
with the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Yekaterinburg 
 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 For the time and location of services, contact: 
 THE REV. ROMAN G. SCHURGANOFF, Pastor 
 P. O. Box 27 
 620039 Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 E-mail:  romansh@mail.ur.ru 
 
 Faith Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 Highway N 
 Stover, MO 65078 
 For the time of worship services, please 
    contact Stephen Richter at (314) 376-3221. 
 THE REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Vacancy Pastor 
 233 North Cuyler Avenue 
   Oak Park, IL 60302 (708) 386-4145 
 E-mail:  donnalietz@worldnet.att.net 
 
 St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 
   Telephone: (708) 758-6222 
 Worship Service ........................5:45 p.m. 
 Sunday School & Bible Class ..7:00 p.m. 
 THE REV. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
 22012 S. Torrence Avenue 
 Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859 
 E-mail:  p.bloedel@comcast.net 
 
 Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church  (F. L. C.) 
 300 North Ridgeland Avenue 
 Oak Park, IL 60302 
   Telephone: (708) 386-6773 
 Sunday School & Bible Class ... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship Service ......................  10:15 a.m. 
 THE REV. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor 
 233 North Cuyler Avenue 
   Oak Park, IL 60302 (708) 386-4145 
 E-mail:  donnalietz@worldnet.att.net 
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

Church Directory 
___________________ 

 
FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2620 Francis Street 
Jackson, MI 49203    Telephone:  (517) 787-1411 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service............................. 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 
Jackson, MI 49201  (517) 750-3946 
E-mail:  rmahan@voyager.net 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730  Telephone: (520) 721-7618 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:15 a.m. 
The REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@worldnet.att.net 
 
HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5605 Windsong Drive 
Windcrest, TX 78239 Telephone: (210) 650-9053 
Worship Service ............................... 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. E. R. STALLINGS, Pastor 
110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, TX 78218 (210) 656-2125 
E-mail:  erstallings@juno.com 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in Anaheim, California.  
Please call the Pastor for further information. 
 
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 Telephone: (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m. 
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The REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913  (708) 532-9035 
E-mail:  [Temporarily not in service] 
NOTE: Services are also held each Sunday in our Midland, Michigan 
chapel at the Ramada  Inn, 1815 South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .............................. 7:30 p.m. 
 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets 
Lebanon, OR 97355 Telephone: (541) 258-8212 
Sunday School & Bible Class ...... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m. 
The REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355 (541) 258-2941 
E-mail:  m.l.natterer@comcast.net 
 
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5350 South Fountain Street 
Seattle, WA 98178 Telephone: (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m. 
The REV. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
9658 – 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118 (206) 723-7418 
E-mail:  revworley@comcast.net 
NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m. 
 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ............................ 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 11:15 a.m. 
The Rev. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD  57279       (605) 938-4710  
E-mail:  dierking@tnics.com 
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53rd Annual Convention 

of the  

Concordia Lutheran Conference 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
June 25, 26 and 27, 2004 

at 
 Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church, 

Seattle, Washington 
 

Motto: 
“By the Grace of God I am what I am.” 

I Corinthians 15:10 
 

The Doctrinal Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor Robert J. Lietz 

“The Saving Grace of God” 
 

The Historical Essay will be delivered by  
Pastor David T. Mensing 

 
The Sunday sermon will be preached by 

Pastor Paul E. Bloedel 
Text: Ephesians 2:8-10 

 
Pastoral Conference on June 22-23 

Board of Directors meeting on June 24 
 

 


