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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:

To set forth in simple and plain lan
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word as 
taught by the true Lutheran Church in full 
accordance with the Book of Concord of 
1580 and the Brief Statement of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead Godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi
tation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con
ference is not a sect or false church body, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's institu
tion. All who do this are the true visible 
Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 
and to urge the mutual public acknowl
edgment of such God-given unity. Thus 
we shall be able thereafter to practice a 
God-pleasing fellowship with them.

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but that 
we are "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment"

To set forth pertinent historical infor
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modem philosoph
ical thought and the so-called scientific 
theories which contradict the Word of God.

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called "Lutheran" church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in 
the old orthodox Lutheran writings.

To expose false teaching and prac
tice wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression.
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Typically when we think about the Church carrying out the Great Commis
sion, we think of church bodies or individual congregations formally com
missioning trained missionaries to foreign lands. In the 1800's there were 
tremendous missionary endeavors carried out both from Europe and the 
United States. Unfortunately, many such endeavors were of basically Re
formed doctrine bodies. Yet in our own country, orthodox Lutheranism (in 
the pre-1950 Synodical Conference) was also very mission-oriented in this 
sense of corporate mission programs. There were concentrated programs in 
pre-Communist China, in India, and of course in various nations of Africa. 
Many souls were won for the Savior. What is more, even today our own 
Conference is thankful to be supporting an orthodox mission congregation in 
Yekaterinburg, Russia. Corporate mission-work is still going on.

“Here am I; send me. ”
As you will see as you proceed through this January-February issue of our 
Conference’s official periodical, the focus of all the articles is on the season 
of Epiphany. As probably one or more of our contributing writers will state, 
the word Epiphany means manifestation or revealing. During the Epiphany 
season, we treat how the glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ was mani
fested or revealed to men in both His preaching and in His miracles. Al
though the Gospel was always intended for all people (I Timothy 2:4), dur
ing the Old Testament era, it was principally the Jews who knew and pos
sessed the knowledge of the Savior of the world. Yet even in Old Testament 
times, the Jews knew from the Scriptures that the Savior was also promised 
to the Gentiles. Many prophecies foretold this. For example, in Isaiah 49:6 
God declared to His Son, ‘7 will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be my salvation unto the ends of the earth. ” Although, 
when Christ came, the focus of His public ministry was to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel, nevertheless His redeeming work included all mankind. 
‘‘And that He died for all" (II Corinthians 5:15). Thus, upon completing His 
work of redemption, Christ charged His disciples and the Church to "make 
disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19), and to "preach the Gospel to 
every creature" (Mark 16:15). The whole world, Jew and Gentile alike, is 
the field of Christian mission-work.
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Consider the fact that when you and I speak Law and Gospel to someone, it 
is just as powerful as when proclaimed by a pastor or missionary! The Gos
pel of Christ is the “power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16), no matter 
whose mouth speaks it! Consider also what is on the line: The eternal salva
tion of a soul! What a tremendous thing it is when a sinner is rescued from 
his sin and guilt and the damnation he deserves! Consider how the whole 
world would be “turned upside down” if every Christian opened his mouth 
and preached Jesus! Indeed, consider how each new soul won for the Savior 
in turn becomes a new missionary! Remember the Samaritan woman? Upon 
her conversion, she went right into the city and told everyone about her Sav
ior!! From a lost adulteress she became an ambassador for Christ!

However, what is often overlooked is that equally important mission work is 
carried out when individual Christians witness or testify of Christ in the 
places where they live and work. To every believer our Savior says, “And 
ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8). The compelling question is: How 
many Christians see themselves as missionaries? Or, How many are ready 
to say with Isaiah, “Here am I; send me”? Granted, Isaiah was called to 
the public office of prophet. Yet as individual Christians, we have been 
called by the Gospel, not only to salvation, but also to be witnesses of our 
salvation in Christ. Having been called out of the darkness of unbelief into 
the marvelous light of salvation in Jesus Christ, each of us as Christians is to 
be a missionary for Christ. But again, how many are ready to say: “Here 
ami; send me”?

As we observe Epiphany, let us observe it not merely as a celebration in a 
season of the Church Year, but more importantly as an occasion to be re
newed in commitment to being a missionary, saying, “Here am I; send me.”

Indeed, how many Christians know how to witness or verbalize their faith to 
the lost or even to someone who belongs to a heterodox church body? Has 
the ability to witness verbally become a kind of “lost art”? How many 
know how to pick up on conversation which presents an ideal opportunity to 
put in a word for our Savior? O, how often the conversations we become 
engaged in give us real “openers” for meaningful communication of the 
truth? As the Bible says, “and be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
/ear” (I Peter 3:15). Yes, be ready! Be ready always! Be ready always to 
give an answer to those who do not know of the hope we have in Christ!
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the Newborn Savior's 
Appearance to the Wise Men

Thus we find that the very items mentioned in Isaiah’s prophecy, 
namely, “gold and incense, ” are present in the account recorded by 
Matthew more than seven-hundred years later; and, in addition to the 
material things, we read about “kings” and the location from which 
they came. In Isaiah’s prophecy, the actual nations are mentioned, and 
Matthew states somewhat more generally that the kings came “from the 
east. ” Moreover the prophet Micah in the Old Testament had prophe
sied that Christ would be bom in Bethlehem of Judea, and Matthew 
confirmed the fulfillment of that prophecy.

“And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the bright
ness of thy rising. ... They shall bring gold and incense; and they 
shall show forth the praises of the Lord.” —Isaiah 60:3 & 6

In the New Testament of the Bible, in Matthew 2:1-18, is recorded the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy just quoted. And we marvel 
at the perfect fulfillment of this divine prophecy in the details reported. 
As with many other prophecies of the Bible, the words of the text above 
from Isaiah were fulfilled to the letter hundreds of years after they were 
made. Was this merely circumstantial, or an accident, as scoffers 
claim? No, for we who confess the all-powerful, all-wise Triune God 
of heaven and earth know and believe that His Holy Spirit inspired the 
Old Testament prophets to write what they wrote, so that when their 
prophecies were fulfilled many years later, it was actually God (who 
views one day as a thousand years) keeping His own Word. Unlike an 
earthly father, who in summer promises his son a bicycle for Christmas 
when he doesn’t know to a certainty whether he will be able to make 
good on that promise, God never promises what He cannot deliver; He 
never promises what He does not sincerely intend to deliver; and He 
never fails to keep and to fulfill to the letter what He has prophesied 
and promised in His holy and infallible Word.
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How many kings were there? Neither Isaiah nor Matthew mentions the 
exact number. Tradition, which is often less than reliable, claims that 
there were three, the number merely derived from the number of gifts 
that are mentioned. And while the star that led the wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem has been objected to by unbelievers as being problem
atical, we believers know that the almighty God has performed miracles 
even greater than this to fulfill His Word and to witness His truth to 
sinful mankind. Could a mere conjunction of very bright stars coinci
dentally lead scholarly people from the area of Babylon specifically to 
Jerusalem and from there to the little town of Bethlehem —and then 
remain in a fixed position over a house in which the Baby Jesus was 
lying? Surely not, for the star was a miraculous production of God that 
appeared, not by happenstance, but in fulfillment of Balaam’s prophecy 
in Numbers 24:17, “There shall come a star out of Jacob, and a scepter 
shall rise out of Israel.” No wonder the wise men asked for “the king 
of the Jews” and referred to the special guiding light as “His star.” 
Only He could guide its path to the exact location “where the young 
child was. ”

And what was the result of these prophecies and their fulfillment? The 
Gentiles came to God’s light. People other than the Jews, the Old Tes
tament chosen people of God, came to know their Savior from sin. This 
incident provides indisputable proof that Christ came into the world to 
suffer and die and save all people from the punishment of hell that they 
deserved because of their sins. God’s grace and love is universal. It 
applies to the whole race of mankind. “[Christ] died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him 
which died for them and rose again. ” (Il Corinthians 5:15). And this 
also includes you and me. We, too, are among the “all” for whom 
Christ died. With the Gentiles and kings of old, to whom the Christ- 
child made His Epiphany through the prophecies of old and the leading 
of a special star, we, too, have seen His great light. The same “God 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 4:6). Through the power of the light of 
His Gospel, through “the Word of reconciliation” (5:19) that declared 
God’s objective forgiveness of “the world” because of Christ’s vicari
ous atonement (“in Christ”), we were brought to faith Christ our Sav
ior, were resurrected from spiritual death to spiritual life, and are now 
the children of God and heirs of everlasting life with all true believers 
of all times and places. We, who are latter day Gentiles, can in a very
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Christ Manifested as our 
DIVINE PROPHET in His Epiphany

In our Catechism (Q/A 132A), we confess that Christ, in His office as 
our Divine Prophet “revealed Himself by word and deed... as the Son of 
God and the Redeemer of the world.” The expression, “by word and 
deed,” refers to His preaching and His miracles, as BOTH abound in 
His public ministry, in His personal and visible Epiphany to men.

Moses said to Israel in the wilderness: “The Lord thy God will raise up 
unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto 
me, unto Him ye shall hearken” (Deuteronomy 18:15). This “prophet” 
or preacher would be sent by God Himself, says Moses; and that state-

real sense celebrate Epiphany Day, January 6th, as The Gentiles’ Christ
mas, and can confidently and gratefully declare with all of them, as the 
result of God’s unspeakable Christmas Gift, “lam crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me ” (Galatians 2:20).

“No man hath seen God at any time. The only-begotten Son, which is 
in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.” —John 1:18

The word “Epiphany” means “manifestation” or “appearing;” and al
though we date the holy Epiphany season as beginning with the Savior’s 
manifestation to the Wise Men, which we celebrate each year on January 
6th, that glorious manifestation of our Immanuel, “God with us, ” was not 
an isolated event, a “Christmas special” that is now only a memory for 
us. Rather, it is a continuous manifestation of our Savior, just beginning 
with His manifestation to the shepherds of Bethlehem, to the aged 
Simeon and Anna in the Temple, to the Wise Men from the east, and to 
the learned scribes and elders at the age of twelve years. For He mani
fested Himself to “His own, ” to the Jews, in His public ministry here on 
earth, to “all the world” in the preaching of the Gospel ever since, and to 
us very particularly when we were enlightened by His Holy Spirit 
through the Means of Grace and brought to the knowledge of the truth.
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ment takes on special meaning when we know that Moses was speaking 
specifically about Jesus. For the Savior said to the scribes and Phari
sees in John 5:46, “Hadye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me; 
for he wrote of Me. ” And in Hebrews 12, this very prophecy of Moses, 
including its whole context, is discussed with specific reference to Je
sus. So this preacher or “prophet” of whom Moses wrote was not only 
“raised up” and sent by God, but He Himself was (and is) “true God, 
begotten of the Father from eternity” (Luther).

Yet, when this Divine Prophet "came unto His own, ” arrived on the 
scene in the fullness of time to proclaim Himself, first to the Jews, as 
their long-promised Messiah and Redeemer of the world, “His own re
ceived Him not” (John 1:11). "The children of the kingdom” (Matthew 
8:12) rejected Him, “would not" permit Him to gather their children to-

But this divine prophet was also to be “true man, bom of the Virgin 
Mary...” (Luther). Moses said that He would be raised up “from the 
midst of thee, of thy brethren, ” of the house of Israel, a “brother” ac
cording to the flesh, a physical descendant of Abraham, Judah and 
David —* Jew "of the house and lineage of David, ” both genetically 
through Maiy, His biological mother, and legally through Joseph, His 
father-of-record in the eyes of the Jews. Surely that perfect combina
tion of being God-sent and God Himself, and, at the same time, a son- 
of-Israel, would make this Prophet credible among the people!

Moreover, Moses said that this divine prophet would be a mediator 
“like unto me, ” a mediator between God and His people. But there was 
a significant difference between them in their mediation. “The Law 
was given by Moses... ” (John 1:17). Moses was a mediator of the Old 
covenant, having been the go-between when God gave His written Law 
on Mt. Sinai. The Bible tells us that the Lord knew Moses “face to 
face" (Deuteronomy 34:10), for Moses communicated directly with 
God in the mountain and brought back to the people what God had said, 
commanded, and threatened, “...but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ" (John 1:17). The writer to the Hebrews points out that Christ 
was to be “the Mediator of the New Testament" (9:15), a messenger of 
a different covenant— a covenant of mercy, forgiveness, life and salva
tion, the “Messenger of the covenant whom ye delight in” (Malachi 
3:1), making us right with God, not symbolically by the blood of animal 
sacrifices (as Moses did under the Old Covenant), but “by His own 
blood He entered in once into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us ” (v. 12).
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But Jesus, our Divine Prophet also manifested Himself to men in His 
miracles. Isaiah described that function of His prophetic office, saying, 
over seven-hundred years in advance of His coming: “Behold, your 
God will come...He will come and save you. ...Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
sing” (Isaiah 35:4-6). Jesus Himself referred to this prophecy when He 
spoke with the disciples of John the Baptist in Matthew 11. John knew, 
of course, who Jesus was and had identified Him as “the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). But some of 
John’s disciples were skeptical of Jesus, and so John sent them to Jesus 
directly to find out who He was, to permit Him to manifest Himself to 
them. Their question: “Art Thou He that should come, or do we look 
for another?” Jesus answered: “Go and show John again those things 
which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame 
walk; the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, 
whosoever shall not be offended in Me ” (Matthew 11:3-6).

gether into His Kingdom of Grace (Matthew 23:37), preferred that their 
children’s Living Bread be cast unto the Gentile dogs (Matthew 15:26), 
and killed their own Savior (Acts 3:15)! Like their fathers, the Children 
of Israel in the wilderness, they loathed the Manna of His precious Word 
and eventually lost their appetite for its saving nourishment. May God 
mercifully preserve US from such indifference to the preaching of our 
Divine Prophet in His continuing Epiphany to our hearts, lest we too lose 
the priceless blessings of His grace mediated to us in His precious Word!

Why did Jesus do all these things? Did Jesus have to “prove” anything 
by giving people “a sign” to impress them? Not at all! He did not do 
all these things for His own sake (as we sinful human beings do when 
our authority and pride are attacked and we are challenged to “put up or 
shut up”). He did it all for us. John tells us in his twentieth chapter, 
“These are written” [these few examples out of all the miracles that 
Jesus did] “that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing ye might have life through His Name ” (v. 31). The 
abiding comfort to which Jesus testifies as our Divine Prophet by means 
of His miracles is not merely that Jesus is our Helper in every need here 
in this life, not merely that He is able to heal us of all our physical and 
mental diseases, not merely that He is our Provider in want and our De
fender in every trouble here in this present world; “for if in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable, ” writes Paul
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Tfre SIGNIFICANCE of CHRIST'S 
TRANSFIGURATION

to the Corinthians (I Corinthians 15:19). That is the “miserable" com
fort that those “falseprophets" proclaim who preach a “social gospel.”

“We have not followed cunningly devisedfables when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eyewitnesses of His majesty... when we were with Him 
in the holy mount."

Traditionally, our congregations celebrate the festival of Christ’s Trans
figuration on the last Sunday after the Epiphany. The historic Gospel 
Lesson appointed for this marvelous revelation of our Lord’s majesty is 
Matthew 17:1-9, which we encourage the reader to look up and read as 
basic to what follows. The General Collect (for the Sixth Sunday after 
Epiphany) summarizes the key doctrinal import of our Gospel text: “O 
God, who in the glorious transfiguration of Thine only-begotten Son 
hast confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the fathers, 
and who, in the voice that came from the bright cloud, didst in a won
derful manner foreshow the adoption of sons, mercifully vouchsafe to

Jesus as our Divine Prophet performed countless miracles, including 
those recorded in the Scriptures, “that [we] might believe,” John says, 
that, having been brought by His testimony to the knowledge of the 
truth, we might confide in His merits alone for forgiveness of sins, life, 
and salvation. Through those miracles, as well as by His preaching, 
Jesus revealed Himself, manifested Himself, as the Son of God and the 
Redeemer of the world, “that [we] might have life through His 
Name " (John 20:31). “Neither is there salvation in any other; for there 
is none other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12).

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God 
sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him" (I John 4:9).
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It is our privilege to join in spirit the three disciples on the holy mount 
and through Holy Scripture alone study the meaning and importance of 
this historical event.

make us co-heirs with the King of His glory and bring us to the enjoy
ment of the same; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
...n(T.L.H, p. 60).

The immediate context helps us understand why our Lord chose to per
mit Peter, James and John this brief, yet glorious, glimpse of His maj
esty. After Peter’s great confession (Matthew 16:13-20), a gift of the 
heavenly Father through the divine revelation of His Word, our Lord 
began His explicit prophetic pronouncements of His great passion and 
Easter resurrection (Matthew 16:21). Peter’s reactive rebuke of our 
Lord out of misdirected loyalty and misguided love received the most 
stem condemnation from the Savior (Matthew 16:22-23), followed by 
our Lord’s teaching regarding self-denial, cross-bearing, true disciple
ship for Christ’s sake alone, and the true loss that is eternal gain 
(Matthew 16:24-27). Finally, these declarations are joined with a warn
ing about Judgment Day and an enigmatic prophecy applied directly to 
some standing right there within earshot. These two verses, one to be 
fulfilled in the future and one to be fulfilled in the present generation of 
the Apostles, set the circumstances for the Transfiguration. The Apos
tles were to expect an Epiphany to a few of their number prior to the 
Last Day. It would be a clear proof that Jesus is the Christ, for it would 
be both a manifestation of the Son of Man in His Own Glory and in the 
Glory of God the Father.

The Epistle Lesson (11 Peter 1:16-21), which should also be read, is a 
fine example of the principle that Scripture interprets Scripture as the 
Holy Ghost through the Apostle Peter records the meaning of the 
Transfiguration and an exhortation to believers to give heed to the 
“more sure word of prophecy” namely, to the verbally-inspired record 
of Holy Writ (II Peter 1:19-21). As the Collect for the Epistle Lesson 
states: “Almighty and everlasting God, we give Thee most hearty 
thanks that Thou hast given us Thy holy Word as a bright light in the 
darkness of this present world, and we humbly beseech Thee, enable us 
by Thy Holy Spirit to heed diligently the light of the Word, so that the 
Daystar from on High, Thy Son, with grace divine, may arise in our 
hearts, and as the true Light continually shine, until the night is fully 
spent and the great day is at hand; through the same Thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, our Lord...” (The Lutheran Liturgy, p.77).
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Comparing the Gospel accounts of Matthew and Luke (Luke 9:30-31) 
with Peter’s declarations in II Peter 1:16-21, we learn that the Transfigu
ration provides the fulfillment of this prophetic pronouncement in every 
way. We thank God that we have this rich testimony to study, an infalli
ble and inerrant record in Holy Writ, of exactly what happened “in the 
holy mount" (II Peter 1:18) when our Lord Jesus took Peter, James and 
John (the two sons of Zebedee) “into a high mountain apart” (Matthew 
17:1). These three men were graciously given a private showing of what 
Peter rightly calls “the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (II 
Peter 1:16) as “eyewitnesses of his majesty” (II Peter 1:17) when “He 
received from God the Father honor and glory” connected with a three
fold ORAL WITNESS as Moses and Elijah “appeared in glory, and spoke 
of His decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:30- 
31), and “there came a voice from the excellent glory...this voice which 
came from heaven... 'This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye Him'” (II Peter 1:17-18, Matthew 17:5).

First, they SAW something they had only INFERRED from His miracles 
as He “manifested forth His glory, and His disciples believed on 
Him ” (John 2:11 b). What did they SEE? They saw Jesus “transfigured 
before them ” (Matthew 17:2; Mark 9:2). “As He prayed, the fashion of 
His countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glisten
ing” (Luke 9:29); “His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was 
white as the light” (Matthew 17:2), “white and glistering” (Luke 9:29), 
“exceeding white as snow, so as no fuller on earth can white 
them” (Mark 9:3). They saw the HUMAN NATURE in the FORM OF GOD 
(Philippians 2:6), as the DIVINE ATTRIBUTE OF GLORY suffused the TRUE 
HUMAN NATURE of Christ to a degree allowed by the will of Christ and 
His purpose at this time, a necessary control for the sake of the three 
eyewitnesses, lest they be consumed by a direct, full manifestation, 
which would surely kill them. (Compare John 1:18, 5:37,1 Timothy 1:17, 
6:16, and I John 4:12 to Moses’ experience in Exodus 33:18-23). The 
three witnesses were shown what the personal union of the two natures, 
human and divine, really means: A real, true communion of natures and 
a genuine, authentic communication of divine attributes from the divine 
nature to the human nature. “God was manifest in the flesh ” (I Timothy 
3:16) so that in Jesus Christ “dwelleth all the fulness of the God-head 
bodily” (Colossians 2:9). Specifically, we have the interpenetration 
[Greek= perichoes is], “the two natures are in real communion with each 
other, the divine nature interpenetrates the human nature” (Dr. Franz 
Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, p.100). As Martin Chemnitz eluci
dates the meaning of the hypostatic (personal) union in Christ:
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This manifestation was to serve the purpose of assuring the disciples 
that our Lord Jesus Christ was in full control of everything as the God- 
Man. Peter did not need to intervene to “protect” the Lord God Al
mighty Incarnate!

Remember that Moses and Elijah were speaking of His passion 
“exodus" (literally from the Greek, translated in the KJV as “decease,” 
Luke 9:30) which He must accomplish. Prior to his own “exodus" (II 
Peter 1:15- “decease;" compare v. 14 “shortly I must put off this tab
ernacle ”), the Apostle Peter wrote to put us always in remembrance of 
what we “know" (II Peter 1:12, 15) as being “established in the present 
truth" (II Peter 1:12), namely, that as he declared in another place: “To 
Him [Christ] give all the prophets witness, that through His name who
soever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins " (Acts 10:43).

When God the Father spoke out of the bright cloud, confirming to their 
ears what their eyes had seen, they were to be assured that, as Christ 
would surely accomplish His Work and be able to enter into His glory,

As we study what happened next, we clearly see how the Transfigura
tion connects the theanthropic (God-man, divine and human) person of 
Christ with His vicarious work, for it takes the God-man to redeem us. 
(See the exposition of the Small Catechism, questions 129 and 130, 
also 134 and 148). The three witnesses were to believe that what Jesus 
had to do was entirely the foreordained plan of God and that, as God 
Incarnate, He was in full control of the entire matter (Cf. especially 
John 10:17-18 to Acts 2:23,4:27-28 and Romans 16:25-26).

“As fire penetrates, permeates, and embraces heated iron and 
fills it completely with its own substance and is wholly mixed 
with it but without commingling of the substances, so that no 
part of the iron is free from the fire, and just as a soul is given 
to a body, so the Logos that assumed a true human nature, with 
the state of humiliation unimpaired, shines forth in the whole 
[person]; and the assumed nature being illuminated, as it were, 
is united by this light with the Logos. For in this way and in 
such form Christ is shown to John in the vision in Revelation 
1:7, since the whole fullness of the Deity dwells bodily in 
Christ (Colossians 2:9). In the transfiguration (Matthew 17:2) 
the rays of divine glory shine from the body of Christ. In Mark 
5:30 and Luke 6:19 and 8:46, virtue went out from Him.” (On 
the Two Natures in Christ, p.80)



—E. J. W.
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so all believers should have the sure hope of transformation because of 
His accomplished work. As Paul declares: “For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able 
even to subdue all things unto Himself' (Phil.3:20-21). Note that we, 
too, will “appear in glory" like Moses and Elijah, “fashioned like unto 
[Christ's] glorious body" (I John 3:2), but we shall not ever be “in the 
form of God" (Philippians 2:6), that is, having our human natures suf
fused with divine majesty and glory.

We conclude with this excellent summary of the doctrinal application 
of Christ’s Transfiguration found in Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular 
Commentary (N. T., Vol. I, p. 317):

God grant us so to receive His Word that we may ever have an internal 
epiphany of God-wrought, saving faith in Christ Jesus, the Son 
OF THE LIVING GOD, OUR ONLY SAVIOR AND REDEEMER. In His saving 
Name, our most precious Jesus, Amen.

“The entire happening on the Mount of Transfiguration was for 
Christ a taste and pledge of the glorification which should be 
His after His final great Passion. For the disciples it was to be a 
strengthening of their faith in view of the days through which 
they would be obliged to pass, days of severest trial and tribula
tion. But to all that believe in Christ and share the persecutions 
which come upon the believers for His sake, the future trans
figuration and glorification is here pictured.”

We add: Hear the Words of Christ in both the prophetic and apostolic 
Scriptures that God may bring enlightenment to your heart regarding 
the person and work of this PHILANTHROPIC SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST (cf. 
II Corinthians 4:4, 6). For “the more sure Word of prophecy" is not a 
“cunningly devised fable" or even a subjective “private interpretation" 
but in truth the very Word of God, the Truth (cf. I Thessalonians 2:13, 
John 17:17), self-authenticating and self-interpreting, infallible and in
errant (II Timothy 3:16, John 10:35, I Corinthians 2:13ff). Preserved 
by God long after the Apostle Peter made his own “exodus" in soul to 
heaven, this Word will abide forever (Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 24:35; I 
Peter 1:25).
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Student Bloedel and his bride are residing at 22012 Torrence Avenue, 
Sauk Village, IL 60411. Their home is the parsonage for St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, a member congregation of the Fellowship of Lu
theran Congregations (F. L. C.), in fellowship with the Concordia Lu
theran Conference. Our people are encouraged to ‘‘touch base” with 
them.

As this report is being compiled, ten weeks of the winter semester of 
classes have been completed, with the following details provided to 
demonstrate that both the instruction given to Mr. Bloedel and the labor 
put forth by him in his classes are intended to please God, “to show 
(him) approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of truth, ” in gratitude for Christ’s substitu
tionary life, death and resurrection for the whole world of sinners (II 
Corinthians 5:15; John 3:16-17; I John 2:2; 4:19; I Timothy 2:5-6;)

On the first Monday of each month, the student preaches a homily for 
the Weekly Chapel Worship Service (8:30 a.m.), attended by the stu
dents and faculty of St. Mark’s Lutheran School, plus parents and any
one else interested in this Worship opportunity.

Christian Dogmatics - This class meets from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the 
basement of St. Mark’s Church. The textbooks used are Holy Scrip-

" Study to show thyself  approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
truth. ” —II Timothy 2:15

Many thanks are due to the Triune God for providing, in His grace and 
mercy, for Jesus’ sake and for the sake of precious, blood-bought souls, 
our seminary, as well as our current fifth year student, Mr. Paul E. 
Bloedel. “Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say. Re
joice ” (Philippians 4:4).

*
% \o>g Adyta -deov/ 

k I Peter 4;t1 / F j

Kv bi \ *1 ■ \ 

*el uq kaksL,

/ /



Tuesdays:

16

ture, Mueller’s Christian Dogmatics, Pieper’s Christian Dogmatics 
(Vol. Ill), and other supplementary materials. Up to this point in the 
semester, the focus has been on the doctrines of the Church and the 
Ministry. The student has written two one-page summary statements 
for publication in the Sunday bulletins of St. Mark’s and Trinity, Oak 
Park: the first on the Communion of Saints (the One, Holy, Christian 
Church); the second on the local congregation.

Comparative Symbolics - The time slot for this class is 5:00 to 7:00 
p.m., once again, held at St. Mark’s. The main textbooks are Popular 
Symbolics (edited by Engelder, el al.) and Religious Bodies in America 
by Mayer. During the first ten weeks, attention has been given to the 
doctrine and practice of the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern 
Orthodox Church. Student Bloedel has written a tract on each of these 
churches, pin-pointing their wrong stance with careful documentation, 
while, at the same time, directing the reader to the right doctrine and 
practice built solely on God’s Word. As in this important course we 
systematically examine and expose the false, man-made false doctrines 
of heterodox churches, organizations, and the anti-Christian cults, 
which always oppose the truth, we also continue to review the sound, 
faithful doctrines of Scripture as they are set forth in the orthodox Lu
theran Church.

The Seminary Faculty, on at least three Tuesdays of each month, meets 
from 4:00 to about 5:30 p.m. to consult together, to plan joint course
work, to share teaching strategies and materials, to examine one an
other’s tests and standards, and to evaluate the student’s performance.

Pastoral Theology -This class, scheduled for 1:00 through 4:00 p.m. at 
St. Mark’s, is one of two classes which are “team-taught,” that is, both 
Pastors Mensing and Lietz are involved in the instruction and discus
sion. [Pastor Mensing drives to Sauk Village for this class.] Much time 
was spent, for example, in thoroughly going over the doctrine of the 
call into the pastoral office. Also, one whole class period was set aside 
for sitting down with the three wives (Mrs. Bloedel, Mrs. Mensing, and 
Mrs. Lietz) to discuss the place of and share experiences concerning the 
pastor’s wife and her great importance in her husband’s work. This was 
a very profitable session. The textbook (in addition to God’s Word ) 
for this course is Fritz’s Pastoral Theology, and a supplementary text is 
Walther’s Pastorale (American Translation, 1995 ).



Such regular consultation has been of tremendous value.
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Liturgies and Hymnology - This class meets from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at 
Peace, Oak Forest. During the first ten weeks, based upon summary 
materials developed by the instructor, lecture presentations, and the ex
amination of pictorial examples, church art and architecture were ex
plored, including structures, ecclesiastical furnishings, equipment, and 
vestments, both functional and decorative. The purposes for worship 
were reviewed, that is, to praise and honor God and to edify us through 
His Word; and, using F. R. Webber’s book on the liturgy as an addi
tional resource, forms of worship were studied as they developed over 
the course of history, many of them going back to the Old Testament, 
with most of our liturgical forms having been taken directly or indi
rectly from God’s Word. Besides studying the content and becoming 
intimately familiar with our common orders of service, some time will 
yet be spent in the writing of formal church prayers and in the conduct
ing of the Lutheran liturgy, both in classroom situations and in the pub
lic divine service. Liturgies will take up the bulk of the first semester’s 
course, while the second semester will focus on Hymnology.

Church History (20th Century) - From 2:00 to 5:00 p.m., this class also 
takes place at Oak Forest. Before beginning the scheduled study of 
contemporary church history, it was necessary to backtrack to the late 
17th and the 18th centuries and to the political pressures that gave rise to 
the colonization of the New World by religious denominations seeking 
freedom to preach and practice without state interference. This study 
included the coming of the first Lutherans to our shores and the estab
lishment of the first Lutheran synod. Thereafter (and projected to con
tinue through the rest of the winter semester), an intensive study of the 
19th Centuiy was undertaken, including the formation of the General

Comparative Symbolics - Since this is a three-hour class (and only two 
hours could be “squeezed” in on Monday, one more hour (6:00 - 7:00 
p.m.) of this class is “picked up” on Tuesdays. Pertinent sections of 
Scripture, such as Psalm 119:104-105, Ephesians 6:10-17, and Romans 
3:20-28, have been memorized by the student in order to make him ever 
more adept at using the “sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God” (Ephesians 6:17).
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Pastor Lietz teaches Dogmatics V and Comparative Symbolics’, Pastor 
Mensing teaches Liturgies and Hymnology and Church History. Both 
instructors together co-teach Pastoral Theology and Homiletics 111, and 
both share the supervision of the student’s practicum in the three local 
congregations served by the pastors. Mr. Bloedel is a communicant and 
voting member of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church in Oak Forest, teaches 
the Sunday morning Adult Bible Class there on the first Sunday of the 
month, and participates in the meetings of its Voters’ Assembly. But he 
is resident in Sauk Village; and there, at St. Mark’s, he teaches Bible 
Class on the third Sunday, is scheduled to prepare the weekly bulletin, 
attends various classes and meetings as assigned, and accompanies Pas
tor Lietz on nursing home and hospital calls whenever possible. Stu
dent Bloedel also teaches the Bible Class on each third Sunday at Trin
ity in Oak Park. Thus the student’s practicum this year is giving him 
unparalleled experience in a broad variety of activities in three congre
gational settings and an ideal opportunity both to observe and to prac
tice what he is learning in Liturgies and in Pastoral Theology.

Synod and of the General Council by their constituent synods, the im
migration of the Saxons, Franks and Bavarians from Germany to 
“escape” the Prussian Union, the founding of the Missouri, Ohio and 
Iowa synods, and the organization of the Synodical Conference. The 
spring semester will finally focus on the 20th Century and the contem
porary situation in outward Lutheranism, particularly in this country. 
Qualben’s History of The Christian Church, W. G. Polack’s The Build
ing of a Great Church, Wolfs Documents of Lutheran Unity in Amer
ica, and Bente’s two-volume American Lutheranism are some of the 
texts and reference works used thus far for this course. Other texts and 
a wide variety of primary documents will be added in the second se
mester.

For Homiletics III, Student Bloedel has been preparing and delivering, 
on average, two sermons per month. He preaches on the second Sun
day of each month at Peace, and on the fourth Sunday of each month at 
Trinity in the morning and at St. Mark’s in the evening. In addition, he 
preached on Christmas Day at St. Mark’s and on Second Christmas 
Day at Peace Congregation’s chapel in Midland, Michigan. For the 
coming Lenten season, he has been assigned to develop a series of 
seven Lenten meditations which he will then preach beginning on Ash 
Wednesday in the midweek Lenten services at Peace. He will also con
duct the liturgy at each of those vesper services. Each of his sermons 
thus far has been video-taped, both for the joint evaluation of the in-



—R. J. L.
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We ask your prayers and intercessions (Philippians 4:6) particularly for 
Student Bloedel, that he may, by the Savior’s rich grace (II Corinthians 
8:9), continue to “study to show [himself] approved unto God, a work
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth” (II Timothy 2:15), and that he “hold fast the faithful Word as he 
hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort 
and to convince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9), ever remembering that 
“whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant, even as 
the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give His life a ransom for many’1 (Matthew 20:27-28).

structors and for his own self-evaluation; and such will continue until 
the end of his training. This procedure has proved to be very helpful, 
particularly in examining and improving his sermon delivery.

W ^auior’s ^piphanjj in our Mission Work
“Ye shall be witnesses unto Me. ” —Acts 1:8

Jesus Christ manifested Himself to the world as the Son of God and its 
God-anointed Redeemer both by His preaching and in His miracles 
particularly during the years of His public ministry. And still today, 
Christ, our Divine Prophet, continues to reveal Himself in and through 
His Word as it is proclaimed publicly in His churches and privately by 
individual believers. Before His ascension into heaven, our Lord Jesus 
Christ promised to send the gift of His Holy Spirit to empower His 
Apostles to be witnesses unto Him in the world. Jesus promised: “But 
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and 
ye shall be witnesses unto Me. ” The witness of the early church re
sounded throughout the known world, as did the testimony of the 
prophets of the Old Testament before them, until the proclamation of 
the saving Gospel reached the uttermost parts of the earth. St. Paul 
challenges those who claim ignorance of the Gospel, saying: “But have 
they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the world” (Romans 10:18). The early 
Christians proclaimed the Gospel with conviction and zeal. The Apos
tles and as many as “five hundred brethren at once” (I Corinthians 
15:6) had seen the risen Christ with their own eyes, and the preaching
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The love of Christ that constrains or motivates us (II Corinthians 5:14) 
manifested itself chiefly in His vicarious atonement for the sins of the

of the Apostles “in the words which the Holy Ghost teacheth” (I Corin
thians 2:13) wrought not only conviction and faith, but also zeal to share 
the precious saving truth of God’s Word with those who still sat in spiri
tual darkness and in the shadow of death. Their hearts were filled with 
gratitude to God for His grace in Christ Jesus, and that gratitude ex
pressed itself in love and compassion for others; and many were brought 
to the knowledge of the truth by means of their faithful testimony.

To the unconverted, the Christian’s entire motivation is a mystery. In
deed unbelievers scoff at the idea that a Christian actually loves God’s 
Word and considers it a privilege to spread the Gospel of salvation to 
others. Why is the Christian’s motivation and desire “foolishness” unto 
them? Because such things are “spiritually discerned. ”— acknowledg
ment of one’s own lost condition “discerned” by the indictment of 
God’s Law; gratitude for forgiveness, life and salvation “discerned, ” 
yea, worked in the heart by the Holy Ghost by means of the Gospel; and 
both of these with regard to OTHER lost and condemned sinners by the 
same Word. Saving faith, without which no work or motive pleases 
God (Hebrews 11:6), is personal confidence in His love and mercy to 
poor sinners for Christ’s sake; and it is His love for us that moves us to 
obey His commandments (John 14:15) and constrains us to do His will 
(II Corinthians 5:14). God works in us by means of His Word “both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13), to work, to 
pray, to ask, to persevere, to trust His promise to bless our efforts, and 
to be content with the success that He gives us. In spite of the Bible’s 
prediction that in the Last Days men will not endure sound doctrine, we 
cling to the promise of our gracious God that the regular and consistent 
proclamation of the Gospel, as this is accomplished particularly in the 
local congregation, will not be without fruit (Isaiah 55:10,11).

As we consider our Savior’s Epiphany in our mission work, let us ex
amine first of all the motivation He gives us to be witnesses unto Him. 
Scripture reveals that all men are conceived and bom in sin and by na
ture are without love either for God or for their fellow men. By nature 
man has no compassion for others, is completely self-centered, and is 
unable to change his selfish attitudes by his own reason and strength. 
Even we Christians, because of our flesh, cannot create compassion in 
our hearts or force ourselves to care about other people any more than 
we can heal our own diseases and forgive our own sins.
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When we truly understand what awaits those who die in their sins, who 
reject the indictment of God’s holy Law, who refuse to repent, who look 
to themselves for justification before God, and who reject His saving 
grace in Christ Jesus totally apart from the works of the Law, we will not 
be satisfied to sit idly by when we could ‘‘save a soul from death ” (James 
5:20), from “the wages of sin” (Romans 6:23), from what the Bible calls 
“the terror of the Lord. ” The writer to the Hebrews warns: “It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). While the 
condemnation of the Law and the punishment it threatens to all impenitent 
sinners and unbelievers is not to be our motivator to mission work, the 
prospect of “judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the ad
versaries” (Hebrews 10:27) certainly points up the urgency and serious
ness with which we should consider our responsibility to warn the wicked 
to flee from the wrath to come! Contrary to the myth created and perpe
trated by Satan and championed by all ungodly men that hell is an imagi
nary place, an invention of organized religion to hold members by means 
of extortion, Jesus Himself speaks of it as a real place of “weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 8:12; Mark 9:44), as a real place of 
“everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41), 
as a real place of “everlasting punishment” (v. 46) for the unbelievers, 
where God through Isaiah tells us, “their worm shall not die, neither shall 
their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all 
flesh” (Isaiah 66:24). St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “Knowing there
fore the terror of the Lord we persuade men. ” (II Corinthians 5:11).

world, in the fact that He sacrificed Himself for His enemies in order to 
reconcile them unto His heavenly Father (Romans 5:6ff.). “The Son of 
Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 
Matthew records that, when Jesus saw the multitudes, “He was moved 
with compassion on them, because they fainted and were scattered 
abroad as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith He unto His disciples, 
‘The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray ye there

fore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His 
harvest*” (Matthew 9:36-38). To be a witness for Christ in the world 
and a laborer in His harvest is a great privilege for us who have been 
the targets of His love. How can we, who according to the riches of His 
grace and love, have been called out of darkness into His marvelous 
light, keep that saving light for ourselves?? The fruit and evidence of 
our faith is humble gratitude for our own salvation and humble zeal and 
concern for the souls of those who still sit in spiritual darkness and in 
the shadow of death, languishing under God’s wrath and condemnation.



—R. A. M.
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“Thank for your interest about our congregation, and also for your 
prayers concerning us.

Since July of this year we have a hall for meetings and worship ser
vices, as your Conference sends me money for a rent payment of 
this place. We have worship services and Bible classes each Sun
day.

I work much with the church project correspondence Bible school 
also, as I distribute lessons of Bible study for several prisons, that

The following comments were compiled out of transmissions to our 
Committee on Missions from Pastor Schurganoff in December and Janu
ary, and are reproduced here in his own words for the information of our 
readers:

We dare not be indifferent to the dying souls of men; but, motivated by 
the love of God in Christ Jesus, “the Way, the Truth, and the Life ” (John 
14:4), we must battle against complacency, laziness, and unfaithfulness in 
our mission work. We must continue witnessing in the world, confessing 
Christ our Savior before men and the truth of His Word through which 
God desires to bring all to repentance and saving faith; for confessing His 
Name is not only a manifest fruit of saving faith, but the Gospel of Christ 
is “the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth ” (Romans 
1:16). “Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other 
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). May the Lord of the Church continue to prosper His Word in the 
world as His precious Gospel is regularly and consistently preached in its 
truth and purity in Christian congregations like rain and snow from 
heaven (Isaiah 55:10-11), and as we as individual believers manifest our 
Savior to others, humbly, gratefully, and zealously “showing forth the 
praises of Him who hath called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light” (I Peter 2:9). Amen.

J
City of Yekaterinburg
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the people there have an opportunity to study God's Word. Each 
week I meet with prisoners in one of city prisons to speak them 
about Christ and to teach Bible study lessons for them. Already 
sixteen prisoners baptized for this time. Unfortunately, the condi
tions of life in our prisons leave to wish much best. The people in 
this prison needs in most necessary things, namely in clothes, foot
wear, written accessories, medicines. Our church helps these people 
as we can, but our help is very much limited.

There is one more Lutheran group in small regional city named Niz
hni Tagil. This group was formed due to our correspondence Bible 
school also. Now I travel there for worship services and Biblical 
classes two times per month.

We continue training at the English school. In December the next 
educational semester comes to an end, when there will be prelimi
nary examinations. I hope our English knowledge become much 
better and further we could study in Concordia Seminary of the 
Conference.

Our child feels much better. We continue treatment, recommended 
for him by the doctors. He can slightly speak already, but poorly

I hope I can send photos of our worship services little bit later, as I 
have not the scanner and I need to ask other people to make scan
ning photos. I shall try to make pictures of our Christmas Worship 
Service then to send them for you and Conference. I shall try to 
make some translations of my sermons for the Conference, as soon 
as I shall have free time for this purpose. The special event for us 
now is a state re-registration of all religious organizations, as the 
new law on state registration is accepted by government. It is very 
difficult procedure, and I need very much to work above it now.

Now we have for our church the large blessing from God, because 
two men have joined us in Holy Baptism. It is necessary to explain 
in our country, where atheism long dominated, the people come to 
Lord already in mature age. Therefore just now they accept Holy 
Baptism, and then, after study of Lutheranism bases, they also par
ticipate in Confirmation to be members of Lutheran church. This 
month one man, which was discharge from prison, also has come in 
our church. He studied our correspondence Bible courses earlier, 
and now he too wishes to join our church.
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In Christ,

Roman Schurganoff”

I wish merry Christmas and many God's blessings for you and your 
families, for all Conference ministers and laymens. Christmas here 
comes on January 7, which is December 25 on the Julian calendar. 
This day is an official feast and non-working day. I also thank God 
for your prayerful support of our work. May the Lord who was bom 
to live among us in this sinful world in order to be our righteousness 
and to give His life to redeem us from sin’s guilt and punishment - 
and who lives again, still sharing our human nature, to bring us to 
heaven - grant you a glad new year in the assurance of His unfailing 
mercy, protection and help!

May we all continue to remember Pastor Schurganoff, his wife and little 
son, and his precious flock in our fervent prayers and to support the ef
forts of our Conference, as we together seek to hold up their hands in 
witnessing the truth of God’s precious Word to those who, for well over 
half a century, were, as the result of political slavery to atheistic commu
nism, "strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and with
out God in the world" (Ephesians 2:12). May the Lord of the Church 
continue to bless abundantly all their faithful labors! —Ed.

.mxS"1 £

moves still. The doctors speak it can be because of infringement of 
some functions of movement. Also I want to inform you my wife 
very seriously is sick. She has problems with her heart and she is in 
hospital now. After birth of child she had two heart attacks and now 
her health very bad again. I try as it is possible more often to visit 
her and to support, than I can. I hope and I pray, that God will give 
her simplification soon. Unfortunately, it is very difficult for me to 
hold her treatment in a good level, as there is no money.

1 A 
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Churches in Jellomship 
mith the Concordia Xutheran Conference

Suangclical iLuthcran Church of Yekaterinburg
Yekaterinburg, RUSSIA
For the time and location of services, contact:
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor
p. O. Box 62
620088 Yekaterinburg
RUSSIA

Jaith ILuthcran Church (f. l. c.)
Highway N
Stover, MO 65078
For the time of worship services, please 

contact Stephen Richter at (314) 376-3221.
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Vacancy Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60302

£t. mark’s £u. ICutheran Church <f. l. c.)
22012 S. Torrence Avenue
Sauk Village, IL 60411

Telephone: (708) 758-6222
Worship Service.................................... 5:45 p.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class.......... 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Vacancy Pastor
233 North Cuyler Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60302

'Crinitg £o. ILuthcran Church (f. l. c.)
300 North Ridgeland Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60302

Telephone: (708) 386-6773
Sunday School & Bible Class ...
Worship Service.........................
The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Pastor
233 North Cuyler Avenue

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
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The notoriety given to the prayer offered by LCMS Atlantic District President, 
David Benke, at Yankee Stadium has led LCMS officials to admit that the 
LCMS no longer regards prayer as an act of worship. Benke was suspended 
from the LCMS by acting LCMS President Wallace Schulz for praying with 
pagan clergy in a “prayer service” at Yankee Stadium called “A Prayer for 
America.” Also, those who participated in “A Community Gathering of Re
membrance, Repentance, and Renewal” at Valpo Chapel, on Sept. 11, 2002 with 
vested Lutheran, Jewish, and Moslem clergy, claim they did not worship, even 
though they prayed. Those defending Benke, including LCMS President Ki- 
eschnick, argue that it was not a worship service because praying prayers with 
Jewish, Moslem, Sikh, Buddhist, and Hindu clergy is not worship. Question 201 
of the LCMS 1943 Catechism asks: “What is prayer? Prayer is an act of wor
ship.” ...The new LCMS Catechism published in 1991 no longer identifies 
prayer as worship. Question 194, in the new LCMS Catechism asks: “What is 
prayer? Prayer is speaking to God in words and thoughts.” The LCMS may be 
the only church body in the world (Lutheran or non-Lutheran) that claims that 
prayer is not an act of worship. Since the beginning of the LCMS, members 
have been taught that prayers by children before bed, at meals, in private, as well 
as in public, no matter where the prayer was offered, civic or church events, 
were acts of worship. ...But now, prayer in the LCMS is no longer considered 
an act of worship unless it takes place in a church-related event led by ordained 
clergy. In Valpo Chapel, Imam Akram Kholoki prayed: “Allah is great. I bear 
witness that there is no god apart from Allah. I bear witness that Muhammad is 
Allah’s messenger. Come to prayer. Come to Salvation. Allah is great. There 
is no god apart from Allah.” The President of Valparaiso [University] claims the 
vested LCMS pastors did not worship with the Moslem and Jewish clergy be
cause prayer is not an act of worship (unless, of course, the pastor says it is wor
ship).... (From an editorial appearing on the Web page of Concord—An Asso
ciation of Confessional Lutherans in Texas, September 28, 2002)
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“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (Galatians 5:9). This is precisely 
what has been happening to that once orthodox Missouri Synod. The
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above excerpt was taken from an Internet site containing literally scores of 
examples showing how that little leaven of false teaching which appeared 
decades ago has been leavening the whole body of teaching within the Mis
souri Synod. The change in the 1943 Catechism eliminating the words, 
“Prayer is an act of worship,” opens the door to —and excuses— the un
ionists services in which so many Missouri Synod pastors have been, and 
are, participating. We note as only one example the much publicized inci
dent involving LCMS Atlantic District President, Rev. David Benke, who 
partook in a unionistic prayer service in Yankee Stadium on September 
23, 2001 with Buddhists, Jews, Muslims, Sikhs, etc. Dr. Wallace Schulz, 
the second vice-president of the LCMS, very courageously and properly 
suspended Benke because of his public offense for which he refused to re
pent. But instead of the pastors and laymen (and officers) of the Missouri 
Synod rallying about Dr.Schulz with one united voice, we find that he was 
dismissed from his position as the Lutheran Hour speaker which he had 
held for 25 years. Moreover, Behnke has all along had the full support of 
Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, president of the LCMS. When we examine the 
position of the Missouri Synod concerning prayer in its former years, we 
find that what was stated in the 1943 Catechism, namely, that “Prayer is 
an act of worship,” had already appeared in the 1912 edition of the Cate
chism “It is an act of worship” (page 108 of the English-German Edition). 
And in Eckhardt’s Homiletisches Reallexikon, which set forth the teach
ings of the Missouri Synod in 1909, we read that “prayer is an act of wor
ship in which we praise God and give Him the honor” (Vol. II, page 954). 
And the Missouri Synod had always held that, before there can be any 
prayer fellowship (that is, joint worship), there must be unity in doctrine. 
That principle, already enunciated in the Old Testament, "Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed” (Amos 3:3), is repeated by St Paul in the 
New Testament: "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10). The Apostle also writes, "that ye 
may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Romansl5: 6). Joint prayer with false teachers is clearly 
forbidden by God. "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them” (Romansl6:17). And, with regard to syncretistic prayer 
(prayer with those who are not even professing Christians but are pagan 
heathen), Paul warns: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbeliev
ers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And 
what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? ... Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing!” (Il Corinthians 6:14-17). This is what the old Missouri Synod used 
to teach but now has unfortunately surrendered to the liberals within its 
midst, as it now officially tolerates both false doctrine and false practice.
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