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As the thousands in Mark chapter 8 cast all their care upon the Lord Je
sus who had taken away all care and worry from their hearts by His 
Word, we, too, should do likewise as we enter the new year of grace, 
2002. What blessings we would enjoy were we to make the words of 
the Apostle Peter our New Yew Year’s Resolution, “Casting all your 
care upon Him for He careth for you” (I Peter 5:7).

What is care? It is that which divides and distracts the soul away from 
God and His gracious promises. It is the useless fretting and worrying 
about the morrow, crossing bridges before we ever reach them. It is 
brooding over mistakes of the past and being unduly concerned about 
the morrow.

In Mark chapter 8 we read how the Lord Jesus fed four thousand men 
with only seven loaves of bread and a few small fishes. And after this 
vast multitude was satisfied, there were still seven baskets of broken 
meat left after they had eaten. This shows us the almighty power of the 
Lord Jesus and how He so abundantly provides for those who follow 
Him. When we examine the context we observe that thousands had fol
lowed the Lord Jesus into the wilderness without taking a sufficient 
supply of provisions with them. And there they remained not merely for 
a few hours, but for three days, and many of them had come from great 
distances. And what made them so unconcerned about their bodily 
needs? There is, of course, only one explanation to such a carefree atti
tude. The Lord Jesus had taken away all care and worry from their 
hearts by His Word! The people were so engrossed in hearing the gra
cious words of life from His lips and having their souls fed so richly, 
that they obviously did not concern themselves with bodily nourish
ment. The Lord Jesus remained true to His promise, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). The Savior even performed a miracle to 
take care of their bodily needs!
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Such care, such fretting and worrying, is not right! It dishonors the Lord 
God because it is contraiy to His blessed Word. It is foolish and useless. 
“It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sor
rows: for so He giveth His beloved sleep” (Ps. 127:2). Such care shows 
that we doubt the almighty power and love of our dear heavenly Father.

Obviously the measure of such care varies with each of us according to 
our circumstances and temperament. Some of us may be full of care be
cause of health problems or because of the uncertainty of employment 
since many of our states are currently experiencing a depression. Some 
of us may be full of care because of the state of affairs existing in our 
country, particularly since the terrorist attack on September 11th. Some 
of us may be full of care because the future does not look very bright 
for our children since the days in which we live are so evil. Some of us 
may be full of care because of past sins over which we constantly 
brood.

Which of us has not awakened at times in the morning with a sense of 
depression and heaviness of heart which seeks to engulf us? Such cares 
seek to rob us of the “joy and peace in believing” (Rom. 15:13). And 
when such cares are nourished then life becomes one long weary drudg
ery. In such a frame of mind there can be no confidence and peace, but 
only turmoil as we enter this new year of grace, 2002.

Casting all our care upon Him, we can look forward to a blessed year of 
grace, knowing that God remains true to His promises of guidance, help 
and comfort. For “we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). Paul Gerhardt admonishes us -

Therefore the words, “casting all your care upon Him; for He careth 
for you, ” should be engraved into our memory and should serve as our 
New Year’s Resolution. For He wants us to take all of our cares and 
commit them to Him who loves us in Christ Jesus, in whom we sinners 
have the forgiveness of all our sins and the assurance of life everlasting. 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee: He shall 
never suffer the righteous to be moved” (Ps. 55:22). “Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itself Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof’ (Matt. 6:34). 
Don’t add more sin to the already existing evil by fretting and worrying 
about the morrow!



(L.H. 535,3)

(L.H. 520, 4)

—M. L. N.
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"He careth for you. ” Our dear heavenly Father loves us in Christ Jesus. 
He cares for us; He orders all things, both in heaven and in earth. All 
things are known to Him, even the fall of the little sparrow (Matt. 
10:29). He knows all our needs, difficulties and temptations. In all our 
troubles He cares for us. And don’t forget that "He is able to do exceed
ing abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Eph. 3:20)! Casting all 
of our cares upon the Lord is never in vain! We can confidently sing 
with that gifted songbird of the Reformation:

The Funeral Service Preached at the Reformer’s Services 
TheCastie Church, Wittenberg, Saxony 

February 22,1 546

Why spend the day in blank despair, 
In restless tho’t the night?

On thy Creator cast thy care;
He makes thy burdens light.

Thy hand is never shortened, 
All things must serve Thy might;

Thine every act is blessing, 
Thy path is purest light. 

Thy work no man can hinder. 
Thy purpose none can stay. 

Since Thou to bless Thy children 
Wilt always find a way.

(February 22, 1981 was the 435th anniversary of the funeral of Dr. 
Martin Luther at the Castle Church in Wittenberg where he had been a 
pastor and teacher from 1508 until 1546. Luther is buried beneath the 
pulpit and his comrade Melanchthon beneath the lectern in this church, 
a favorite stopping place for tourists who visit the Luther sites in East 
Germany.
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This sermon was preached by Luther’s friend and coworker, Dr. 
Johannes Bugenhagen, on February 22, 1546—-just four days after the 
reformer’s death in Eisleben, Translated from Lutherskt Saendebrev, 
Sweden, and Kirke Nyt, Denmark, by Pastor Edward A. Johnson, 
Ohiowa, Nebraska.)

When Johannes Bugenhagen delivered this funeral service for 
Martin Luther, he did so not as a stranger but as a close, dear friend per
forming his final service. He had been Luther’s confessor. For many 
years they had worked side by side in the cause of the Reformation. Lu
ther set great store by his friend and fellow warrior whom he called 
“Doktor Pommer,” the Pomeranian Doctor.

Bugenhagen was practically the same age as Luther. He was bom 
in 1485 at Wollin in Pomerania, and later studied at the university in 
Greifswald. He became rector of the city school in Treptow, and in 
1509 he was ordained a priest. He came into contact with Luther 
through his writings, which he eagerly appropriated. In 1521 he started 
to sit under Luther in his lectures. In 1523 he was installed as pastor of 
the City Church in Wittenberg. In this church, where he preached daily, 
he brought about a renewal of church life. In 1525 he issued a paper 
taking issue with the heretical ideas of Zwingli concerning the Lord’s 
Supper (Wider den neuen Irrtum vom Sakramente des Leibes und Blutes 
Jesu Christi). Three years later he published a paper, also on the issue 
of Communion, entitled Oeffentliches Bekenntnis vom Sakrament des 
Leibes und Blutes Christi. In that same year Luther issued his Large 
Catechism.

At the same time Bugenhagen started organizing the church and 
school setup in northern Germany along Reformation lines. He was 
called to Braunschweig, where he developed a church setup that was to 
become the pattern for the many later church orders that came from his 
hand. From 1537 to 1539 he labored in Denmark, revising and renew
ing the church setup there. After an extraordinarily active life he ended 
his days on earth on April 20, 1558, 12 years after Luther’s death.

On one occasion, half in jest and half seriously, Luther said of 
Bugenhagen’s long sermons: “Every priest has to offer his own private 
sacrifice. So Pommer sacrifices his hearers with his long sermons. We 
are his sacrifice, and today he has gloriously offered us up.” In order 
not to turn our readers into a sacrifice for Dr. Pommer’s lengthy ser-



The Sermon

7

The holy Apostle Paul says in I Thessalonians 4:13-14: “But I 
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him. ”

Dear friends! I shall now deliver a sermon, and it is my great 
pleasure to do so, at the burial of our dear father, blessed Martin Luther. 
But what shall 1 say, and how can I say it, when I can scarcely utter a 
word for sheer sorrow? And who shall console you if 1, your priest, can
not speak? For without any doubt I shall only utter sorrow and grief in 
my address. For how should we know anything else but heartfelt sorrow 
when God has sent us this burden, taking from us this great, priceless 
man, the honored Dr. Martin Luther, through whom He has shown to us 
and to all of the congregations of Christ in the German lands as well as 
in many foreign countries His inexpressible gifts and grace? Through 
him God has now vanquished the kingdom of Satan, that realm of 
shameful idolatry and of human inventions which, as Paul calls it, com
prises the doctrines of the devil throughout the world. Through him 
God now has revealed in the Gospel the high, great, and heavenly mys
teries, especially His dear Son Jesus Christ, as St. Paul also reminds us 
in the letters to the Ephesians and the Colossians. Through this dear fa
ther of ours Christ has defended His Gospel against the old pope and 
many kinds of sectarians and tyrants—yes, even against the gates of 
hell itself.

This great teacher, this great prophet, this reformer sent by God to 
the church, God now has taken from us. Oh, how shall we be able to 
cease from our grief and our sorrow? How can we heed dear Paul when 
he says: “Do not sorrow over those who have fallen asleep?” But then 
he goes on to say: “as others do who have no hope.” But we who are be
lievers know that those who have fallen asleep in Christ shall awaken to 
a better life, where we in our turn shall come together with them and 
then be together for all eternity.

The person of Martin Luther indeed has departed to be with 
Christ; but this dear man’s powerful, blessed, and divine teachings live 
on forever and will rule everywhere. He was without doubt the angel of 
whom we read in Revelation 14:6-8 who flew “in the midst of heaven.

mons, which Luther grew weary of hearing, we have considerably 
shortened this one. —Pastor Per Jonsson (Landskrona, Sweden)
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having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth...” This angel, who declared: “Fear God, and give glory to Him,” 
thereby expresses the two parts of Dr. Martin Luther’s doctrine: Law 
and Gospel. Through them the whole of Scripture is opened and Christ 
is revealed, along with our righteousness and our eternal life. Along 
with these two parts we read the words that follow: “For the hour of His 
judgment is come. ” Here we are taught the right kind of prayer and ap
peal to God, the heavenly Father, in spirit and in truth, just as this angel 
of Revelation 14 goes on to say: “And worship Him that made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” After this angel an
other one comes onto the scene to preach comfort to the persecuted and 
afflicted church: “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city!”

But there is something else concerning our dear father Luther 
which should make us rejoice. See how faithfully he fulfilled the high 
office of apostle and prophet. If he has been taken from us, it is in order 
that he may be with Christ in the company of the holy patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and the multitudes for whom he has preached the 
Gospel, together with all of the holy angels, Lazarus in Abraham’s 
bosom, and—in short—the eternal joy of all those who believe.

When Dr. Martin Luther’s brother-in-law, Magister Ambrosius, 
was buried in January, 1542, Luther went with me not long afterward to 
his grave. He motioned toward the grave with his hand and said: “Dear 
Lord Jesus Christ, take me also out of this valley of tears (Jammerthal) 
to be with You!” This prayer I often heard my dear father utter. When I 
told him he could surely expect to live for a long time, he told me: “No, 
pray instead to our dear God that He might soon take me to be with 
Him. I can do no more on earth; I am no longer of any use to you. Help 
me with your prayer, but do not pray that I shall live any longer.” I can 
hardly remember now how I answered my dear father, our dear cher
ished Doctor, when he said this. But all of this shows how gladly, to
ward the last of his days, he was set free from this miserable life to be 
with Christ.

I would also give you, dear friends, a short description of our dear, 
cherished father Doctor Martin’s blessed departure. When he saw that 
his hour had come he prayed: “O my heavenly Father, O God and Fa
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, O thou all-consoling God: I thank Thee 
for revealing to me Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ. In Him I have trusted; I 
have preached Him and confessed Him; yes, Him whom the old pope 
and all of the godless vilify, persecute, and slander. I pray to Thee, O 
my Lord Jesus Christ, let my soul be commended to Thee. O heavenly
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s
delivered to the

Fiftieth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference 
by

The Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor □ St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
Seattle, Washington

Father, even if I must leave this body and pull out of this life, I still may 
know that 1 will live eternally with Thee. Out of Thy hands no one can 
snatch me.”

Then he said tree times: “Into Thy hands I commend my spirit. 
Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.” And John 3:16: “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. ” Then 
he clasped his hands and silently gave up his spirit to Christ. Thus we 
should rejoice with him, as much as we can do in our sorrow.

But if we fear and trust that God has taken this dear man from us 
for reason of our sinfulness and our ingratitude, let us improve our lives 
through Christ and with all our hearts call upon God our heavenly Fa
ther that we might remain in the saving, pure doctrine and faith, and be 
protected through Christ from the sectarians, the tyrants, and the very 
gates of hell. Guard, O Lord Jesus Christ, Thy poor Christendom, that it 
might praise Thee into all eternity. Help us, O God our Savior, and save 
us for the honor of Thy Name; be gracious unto us sinners for Thy holy 
Name’s sake. Protect the good and faithful pastors of Thy church. Give 
them strength and power through Thy Holy Spirit. May God be praised 
unto all eternity through Jesus Christ, our Lord! Amen.

“Remember them who have the rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the Word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of 
their conversation ” (Hebrews 13:7).

[Editor’s Note: The following is the second and final installment of the 
serialization of the Doctrinal Essay delivered to the fiftieth annual con
vention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference. The first installment was 
presented in the Sept/Oct 2001 issue.}
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The Work of the Holy Ghost 
in View of the

50™ Anniversary of Our Conference

There is an inseparable connection between the Holy Ghost and His 
Word. The Word is the only Means which the Holy Ghost has chosen to 
use to bring people to faith in Jesus and thus to extend His Church and 
cause it to grow. The Holy Ghost could indeed make Christians out of 
the stones of the desert if He so willed, but He has chosen to work 
through His Word when it is taught in its truth and purity. He does not 
work in the hearts of men through man’s wisdom or through false doc
trine. False teaching destroys faith the same as no teaching at all stops 
the work of the Holy Ghost.

III. The Work of the Holy Ghost in the Future of our 
Conference

In our congregations, people must not merely be taught the Word of 
God in an academic way—as though they were learning the times tables 
or memorizing some historical dates or bits of poetry. They must be 
taught in such a way that they are able to speak the Word of God from 
their hearts to their fellow men. This can be done best when, throughout 
their instruction in God’s Word, they are asked questions to which they 
must be able to state, not merely what a certain Bible Passage says, but 
especially, in their own words, why this Bible Passage which they have 
memorized is so important and, above all, why it is important to them; 
what it should mean to their faith and how it should affect their lives— 
what the Lord God is telling them in this passage and why it is good for 
them, as Christians, to know this Bible Passage and to know it well! In 
this way they will be taught and encouraged to articulate Scripture, to 
state plainly, from their hearts, what they believe and why they believe 
it, and to verbalize the teachings of the Bible to others. Where the Bible 
does not live in the hearts of our people, for it is out of the abundance of 
the heart that the mouth speaketh, it is not very likely that the Word of 
God will be spread to others and, thus, the work of the Holy Ghost will 
be hindered.
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We must always remember that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is 
not an entity in itself. It has no divine mandate. The officers of our Con
ference do not hold any office which is instituted by the Lord and Head 
of the Church. The Committee chairmen and their members were not 
given their positions because the committees were instituted by God. 
That our Conference is a God-pleasing man-made organization depends 
on the congregations which form our Conference and which underwrite 
our Constitution and our resolutions. The future of our Conference, 
therefore, depends upon the individual Christians in our local congrega
tions, which are indeed instituted by God, and upon the family units to 
which these individual Christians belong. And if our Conference dies, 
may God forbid, this is where the beginning of its death will be: Papa 
and Mama have neglected to nurture the Word of God in their own 
hearts. They have neglected to teach that Word of God diligently to

We may have noticed already that many people in the congregations of 
our Conference have lost their first love and zeal for the full Truth of 
God’s Word. It has been my experience that if children of unbelieving 
parents desire Catechism instruction, they are generally quite eager to 
learn the Word of God—more than children of long-standing members. 
The same is basically true of adults, from heterodox churches, who 
have a desire to be instructed in the pure teachings of God’s Word. Of
tentimes, in fact more often than not, the younger ones in our congrega
tions, who did not have to fight and sacrifice for the Truth as did their 
elders in the early days of our Conference, look at the Word of God as 
something commonplace in their lives and the Word of God is, there
fore, woefully neglected. So many fathers do not even know how to talk 
to their children about the Word of God or to conduct family devotions 
in their households; so many mothers think they have no teaching abil
ity and therefore cannot teach the Word of God to their children or even 
teach them how to pray, and so many children, because of the example 
of their parents, have never learned what should come first in their 
hearts and lives and, therefore, succumb to the more attractive things in 
the world about them such as the computer and television, sports, edu
cation, and other activities. How wonderful it would be in all of our 
households if, by precept and example, the children would be taught to 
'‘seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness!" (Matthew 
6:33) Then we will find the Holy Ghost at work in such households 
and, through such households, also in our Conference.
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The Holy Ghost works through the Word of God. Where God’s Word is 
neglected, the work of the Holy Ghost is suppressed and stifled. This 
we must realize with all our hearts as we, as a Conference of Christian 
congregations, face the future. Those of us who are pastors must see to 
it that our members are thoroughly instructed in God’s Word so that 
our people can discuss the Word of God with others and know what 
they are talking about on the basis of Scripture. We should not be con
tent with poorly trained Sunday School teachers or with voting mem
bers who do not know how to use the Word of God in the voters’ as
sembly. In our instruction classes, we should be careful not to give in to 
a child’s or to an adult’s appeal to a lack of learning ability or to a lack 
of understanding or even to an inability to memorize Bible passages. 
Every pastor should be the judge of that! That’s what we’re there for, 
namely, to help them to increase their learning ability and their study 
habits, to help develop their understanding and their aptness in the area 
of memorization. Very few children and adults of today know how to 
study and to store knowledge in their long-term memory, and this can 
become a source of deep agitation and bewilderment for the pastor. 
Here is where the pastor must exercise the greatest patience and may 
have to repeat the same Catechism assignment again and again and 
again until the assigned passages are memorized and the doctrines of

their children—leaving that part of their children’s education, as they 
say, up to the church and its pastor. They have not talked about the 
Word of God with their family during the day when they sit in their 
house, or when they walk by the way, or when they rise up, or when 
they lie down (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). The Word of God has not been 
held sacred in their home. The children, therefore, do not memorize 
their Sunday School and Instruction Class assignments—making the 
pastor’s work in the congregation a grief rather than a joy (see: He
brews 13:17). A generation passes and the pure teachings of God’s 
Word become rarer in the hearts, minds, on the tongues and in the lives 
of the people. And a famine of the Word may well ensue, "not a famine 
of bread, nor of thirst for water" as the prophet says, "but of a hearing 
of the words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11,12). Most pastors in the Missouri 
and Wisconsin Synods have given in to the pressure of such parents and 
no longer require memory work in Sunday School or Instruction 
Classes. This, then, shows up also in the lack of a desire in the hearts of 
young men for the work of the ministry. —As we look into the future, 
will the work of the Holy Ghost be thus hindered in our Conference?
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Scripture are well understood and can be well articulated by the student 
whether he is young or old. Then we have indeed done our part—that 
the work of the Holy Ghost may be carried out in that person’s heart 
and life.

I am old, and I have instructed many people, both old and young, as a 
pastor for over fifty years. If the young do not want to learn and to 
work diligently on their Catechism assignment, I will not instruct them, 
and if parents do not want to help their children learn their Sunday 
School or Catechism instruction assignments, it must become, depend
ing upon the age of the child, a matter of church discipline with such 
parents. In Sunday School an unruly child should simply not be toler
ated but should be taken to his parents. The Sunday School is not a 
baby sitting agency or a time for “fun stuff,” such as coloring, but a 
time to be a help to the parents in leading their little ones into the 
Word of God. The Sunday School period is only once a week and often 
less than an hour. The most work for the Christian training of children, 
therefore, falls on the shoulders of Christian parents in the home. 
Through the proper Christian training of children in the Word of God, 
opportunity is given to the Holy Ghost to add to the Church such as 
should be saved. Pews will then be filled with Christians who will be 
eager to serve the Lord in their lives out of love for their Savior. They 
will be able, in the good and evil day, to use the Word of God as a clear 
Guide to heaven through faith in the Lord Christ and as a clear Guide to 
direct them in their lives here on earth out of love for their Savior—that 
they may also be able to judge those whom they have called publicly to 
exercise the Office of the Keys in their place, whom the Lord has 
placed over them in the pastoral office; to beware of false prophets and 
to expose those who would lead them into the byways of error. God’s 
Word, through the power of the Holy Ghost, will then, indeed, be a 
Lamp unto their feet and a Light unto their path, (Psalm 119:105). And 
young men will be eager to become pastors. And outsiders in the com
munity will hear the Word of God from our people in the grocery store, 
in the neighborhood, in the work place, and in the schools, colleges and 
universities and may observe their lives and glorify our Father in 
heaven.

Middle aged men and women and also old folks who desire to receive 
instruction for membership in our congregations should, of course, be 
treated with respect, but they should not be patronized because of their
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age when it comes to memorizing and confessing their faith as they are 
learning God’s Word. We have an obligation also to give them the most 
thorough knowledge and understanding of God’s Word as possible. An 
old man or woman also needs to memorize God’s Word and should be 
vigorously encouraged in it for their soul’s health. We should try hard 
to help old folks, if nothing more, to memorize at least one sedes for 
every doctrine of Scripture. Then they will have something solid upon 
which to base their faith and to confess it before men, and which will 
uphold them as they live out the remaining days of their lives in this 
world. Their being able to become communicant members and to par
take of the Lord’s Supper should be no reason to rush them through an 
abridged instruction or a shortened instruction period and, therefore, 
neglect to give them a solid foundation for their faith which they will be 
able to articulate and to base on the plain Word of God, and which no 
one can snatch away from them. A thorough instruction in God’s Word 
is much more important, at that time, than being able to come to the 
Lord’s Table. We are thereby making it possible for the Holy Ghost to 
plant, nurture, and keep them in the true faith unto life everlasting. We 
are making it possible for them to have a solid Rock to which they 
might cling “when ail earthly props give way” and they are facing 
death—through which dark valley each one of us must walk—alone!

Younger adults (pre-middle age, middle age, and beyond) should also 
be taught to memorize the Word of God well and not to be excused 
from it because of their age or, what they may call, a difficulty in learn
ing. Just because they are older doesn't mean that they can’t learn just 
as many Bible Passages as the children do. I have found that with some 
help and patience, many of these adults are able to memorize God’s 
Word just as well and learn just as many passages as the youngsters in 
Confirmation Instruction Class—and with greater understanding and 
delight since their understanding is more mature and the meaning of the 
Scripture texts is clearer and more vitally important to them. Through 
such thorough instruction, which cannot be minimized, the younger 
adults will make better mothers and fathers; the older adults better 
grandparents, aunts, or uncles; the women better examples to the other 
women in the congregation and the men a strengthening and stabilizing 
influence in the voters’ assembly. Why? Because the Holy Ghost works 
more thoroughly through a thorough instruction in His Word than 
through a teaching which simply goes in one ear and out the other with
out the verbal witness and testimony that what has been taught is also
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The Reformed Churches teach that the Holy Ghost must be “prayed 
down!” When membership is falling off and the enthusiasm of the peo
ple in a congregation is waning, what do they do? They have a “revival” 
meeting, or a series of “revival” meetings. They will hire some well- 
known Evangelist who is known for his ability to “stir up” the Holy 
Spirit in the people and revive their faith through emotional singing and 
preaching—perhaps also through lying signs and wonders, such as, 
talking in tongues and miracles of healing. But we know from Scripture 
that the Holy Ghost does not work through prayer or emotions—or even 
through outward signs and miracles.

understood and believed and without the ability to repeat the clear 
Scriptures upon which our Christian faith is based. Hold the line, so that 
our defenses do not weaken through coddling those who do not want to 
learn the Word of God well. Learning the Catechism well should not, of 
course, be an end in itself but only a beginning—only a foundation 
upon which a Christian’s faith and knowledge may grow. If our de
fenses are weakened by people who are lacking in instruction in the 
Word of God—they can be broken down and our congregations will be
gin to decay from within and the Conference too will eventually die. 
Bible Classes should be conducted so that those who attend such classes 
are accountable for what they learn by oral or written reviews. In Bible 
Classes our people can be taught how to read and study the Bible in pri
vate, how to interpret Scripture in the Light of the many clear passages 
which they have memorized from their Catechism, that they, as indi
viduals, may grow in their knowledge of God’s Word; parents may be 
taught how to conduct profitable Bible devotions in their homes and 
how to teach their children to pray; young married people can be taught 
how to begin a Family Altar in their new life together as husband and 
wife; members of the congregation can be taught the history of the Lu
theran Church and to become acquainted with our Lutheran Confes
sions. There should be no mediocre Sunday School teachers but teach
ers who are well trained not only in the Bible Lesson for the next Sun
day but also in the art and principles of teaching and in a more in-depth 
study of Bible Doctrine and Bible History. Through diligence and thor
oughness in continued teaching and instruction in God’s Word, beyond 
Sunday School and Confirmation, the work of the Holy Ghost will 
flourish in our congregations and in our Conference in the years to 
come (John 8:31,32).



16

As the Missouri and Wisconsin Synod pastors began to teach their peo
ple less and less and receive people as members after only a short pe
riod of instruction, other methods had to be used to hold their member
ship and to gain members for their congregations. A case in point with 
regard to the kind of instruction going on in the Missouri Synod can be 
illustrated by the Chicago Study Club. This club, made up of staunch 
and conservative pastors and professors of the Missouri Synod, was 
quite an active organization especially in the 1940s and ’50s—when the 
orthodoxy of the synod was beginning to decline through the toleration 
of error in doctrine and practice. In this club there were pastors who 
could, extemporaneously, hold forth with outstanding clarity in defense 
of the true teachings of Holy Writ and who spoke boldly against the 
many errors in doctrine and practice being tolerated throughout the 
synod. They wrote very extensive memorials to synodical conventions, 
circulated pamphlets and wrote strong articles in the Confessional Lu
theran against those errors. But, sad to say, in the respective congrega
tions where these men were pastors there was woeful ignorance so that 
most of these illustrious theologians were afraid to leave synod because 
their congregations would not go with them. They neglected thoroughly 
to instruct their own congregations in the Word of God so that the 
Work of the Holy Ghost was hindered even where there were the finest 
of Lutheran theologians. [These were very gifted men to whom, in their 
knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, the pastors of our Conference cannot 
even begin to compare. I recall asking several of them whether their 
congregations were aware of what was going on in the Missouri Synod 
and whether they would soon be leaving synod and, almost to the man, 
their answer was in the negative. It was on one such occasion, in a ses
sion of the Chicago Study Club, that Pastor Natterer and I sat, one on 
each side of our highly esteemed dogmatics professor, Walter W. F. 
Albrecht (this was after we had followed his advice in the Seminary 
classroom at Springfield Concordia and had actually been “kicked out” 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod), who felt extremely uncom
fortable and said that he was sitting as a rose between two thorns. He 
expressed no joy in seeing us nor did he wish us the Lord’s blessing. 
We also encountered our old church history professor, Walter A. Bae- 
pler, who, in our conversation, expressed himself as taking a position 
contrary to the verbal inspiration of Scripture, asking, in effect, “Do you 
believe the Bible when it speaks of the four comers of the earth?” Can 
you imagine a professor asking such a ridiculous question with regard 
to what the Bible states in Revelation 7:1? Not long after this, a noted
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conservative theologian, Sigmund Becker, who occupied the chair in 
dogmatics once filled by Professor Edward W. A. Koehler, at Concor
dia Teacher’s College, River Forest, Illinois, resigned from the Mis
souri Synod and became a professor in the Wisconsin Synod where he 
compromised the Scriptural teaching on the doctrine of the Church and 
its Ministry.]

Because thorough instruction was lacking in many congregations from 
the early 20s onward, all kinds of activities were devised—earthly 
props to prop up a lukewarm and waning church—for the young peo
ple, for the old people, for the middle aged, for the women, and for the 
men: Ladies aids, men’s clubs, leagues of various sorts, busy work 
around the church, a building program, even fairs, bake sales, bazaars 
and carnivals—all intended to make the church look alive and active, to 
be an enticement to the outsiders and to keep members from leaving the 
church. Oh, dear brethren, it is God’s Will that we let the Holy Ghost 
build our congregations and our Conference and He does that through a 
thorough instruction in His Word, and this is so much the more impor
tant when we consider the days in which we live and the powerful 
machinations of Satan in these last and dreadful days of the world. A 
living church, a congregation which is alive, is not one which is busy 
providing ail kinds of activities or “busy work” for its membership, but 
one in which the One Thing Needful is made the Only Thing Neces
sary through which the Holy Ghost makes a Christian congregation 
alive through the power of His Word. A living church is one which has 
not lost its first love; one which, although it has little outward strength, 
is richly blessed by the Lord; one that is not lukewarm in its zeal for the 
Truth and which is rich in the face of poverty and persecution. And as 
we look into the next 50 years, only such congregations will keep our 
beloved Conference alive and active in the God-pleasing projects for 
which our congregations are joined together in this fellowship.

Our congregations are joined together, not for social influence or politi
cal power, but for the noble objectives which are set forth in our Consti
tution—goals which we, as individual congregations, could not achieve 
as well by ourselves, but, by working together with those with whom 
we are perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judg
ment, we are indeed able, by God’s grace, to achieve. Let us, therefore, 
briefly review the objectives of our Conference as these are set forth in 
Article III of our Constitution’.
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As a Conference we can continue to reach out with all the energy and 
strength at our disposal to those Lutherans who may be one in faith with 
us and especially to those who have been unaware of our existence and

3. Joint effort toward God-pleasing union with other Lu
therans, namely, such union as is based upon the unity of 
the spirit-full agreement in doctrine and practice on the 
basis of God’s Word (Acts 2:42; I Corinthians 1:10; III 
John 8-9; II Timothy 1:16-18; Ephesians 4:1-6).

As a Conference we are able to continue to testify with one voice 
against all false religions; against the Romanists and the sects in exter
nal Christendom; against modernism and unionistic liberalism in the 
Lutheran bodies, large and small; also and especially to testify against 
the prevalent errors in the doctrine of the Church and Ministry; against 
consecration ism and distributionism in the Lord’s Supper; against those 
who reject objective justification and are confused on the matter of self- 
love—as well as any other error perpetrated by heterodox Lutherans to
day.

Our congregations are far flung, yet, by God’s grace, we have a unity 
which is beyond comprehension. As a Conference we should continue 
to do all that we can to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
This must, indeed, be a very essential objective of our Conference, and 
we must bend every effort to defend one another against any errors in 
doctrine and practice which may threaten our God-given unity. In this 
respect we have given our President the responsibility “personally to 
lead the Conference in guarding its confessional position and in stem
ming public offense,” Article VIII,lb.

1. The conservation of the unity of the true faith (Ephesians 
4:3-6; I Corinthians 1:10; John 8:31-32).

2. Joint testimony and defense against all public errors in 
doctrine and practice (II Thessalonians 3:14-15; I Timothy 
5:20; Galatians 6:1; Matthew 7:15; Titus 3:10; Romans 
16:17-18).
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have been suffering persecution in a liberal Lutheran church organiza
tion or are independent and are in need of brethren who are of "the 
same mind and the same judgment ” in doctrine and practice. The Con
cordia Lutheran, in its Statement of Purpose, declares, "To seek out all 
who truly share our Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, and to 
urge the mutual public acknowledgment of such God-given unityAnd 
in the last sentence of “Who We Are” on our web page we find this 
statement, "The Concordia Lutheran Conference is sincerely interested 
in seeking out those individuals, congregations, and church bodies who 
truly share our Scriptural position in doctrine and practice. ”

This objective of our Conference, in order to be well done, requires the 
service of more than one pastor, and in this area we have, by God’s 
grace alone, excelled in a well-planned program for the training of fu
ture pastors. Our need, of course, is for students and we must, therefore, 
make every effort to find young men throughout our Conference in 
whose heart the Lord has placed the earnest desire for the holy ministry 
and to encourage them to train in our Seminary.

4. Joint extension of the Kingdom of God through coopera
tive mission work of our congregations (Matthew 28:19-20; 
Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8).

In our Conference we have opportunity to help one another reach out to 
others in the area of mission work in our local communities and to open 
up new mission stations. We are also able, by working together, to sup
ply a subsidy to small congregations who are not able adequately to 
support the office of the ministry in their midst according to the require
ment of the Lord in I Corinthians 9:14, and also to supply our congrega
tions with printed Scriptural material which they may use in their mis
sion endeavors.

5. The adequate training of pastors for the work of the 
ministry in our midst, and of parochial school teachers and 
other helps to the ministry (II Timothy 2:2; 2:15; 4:1-5; Ti
tus 1:9; I Timothy 3:1-7; 4:12; II Kings 2:3-5).

6. The publication and distribution of orthodox religious 
books, periodicals, and other literature for the promotion 
of the true faith.
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Conclusion:
If our congregations continue to be thoroughly instructed in the Word 
of God these objectives of our Conference will be most adequately car
ried out. We will be able to work together with one heart and one soul 
and, with one accord, strive together for the faith of the Gospel. Then 
the next 50 years will be blessed and our Conference will most cer
tainly, by the grace of God, go forward as a beacon and a light that is 
set on a hill for our Savior and for the Full Truth of His Word. Then the 
words of the Lord Jesus to His heavenly Father, in His high-priestly 
prayer, will also be fulfilled in us: ‘7 have given them Thy Word ... 
Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth.” (John 17:14,17)

As a Conference we can continue to pool our resources to publish a 
well-balanced official periodical and to maintain a Publishing House 
from which orthodox Christian literature is made available to our con
gregations, as well as Sunday School materials, Scriptural brochures, 
pamphlets and tracts. Here also our Conference web page is a most 
valuable tool in getting true Lutheran material before the world. Our 
web page is gradually providing more and more good Scriptural articles 
from our archives which will be readily available for reproduction and 
profitable use in our congregations and for those outside our fellowship. 
Our Conference might find it wise to run a regular special invitation in 
our periodical and on our web page to those who may find themselves 
to be one in faith with us—inviting them to make themselves known to 
us, that we, if we find ourselves perfectly agreed in doctrine and prac
tice, may walk together and work together as brethren.

7. The endeavor to bring about the best possible uniformity 
in orders of service, church customs, and other congrega
tional externals without, however, abridging any congrega
tion’s right in matters indifferent [adiaphora].
Our Conference can help keep our congregations unified in external 
matters where members of one congregation visiting another will find 
obvious similarity in forms of worship and other church customs which 
will simply serve, in an outward way at least, to emphasize our God
given unity and to help our members feel at home in sister congrega
tions throughout our Conference.
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uritA editorial CMunut
'Mt. JL. 'Maitowt

God’s commandment is plain: “Thou shalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain!” In the Old Testament those who took God’s 
Name in vain were put to death. “And the Lord spake unto Moses,

Ln an effort to compete and appear current, the major networks are seek
ing to push the boundaries of taste ever further in the coming season. 
Aaron Sorkin, the executive producer of “The West Wing” on NBC, 
says he hopes to break a longstanding network taboo this coming televi
sion season: He wants a character to curse in a way that uses the Lord’s 
name in vain. Steven Bochco, the executive producer of “Philly,” a new 
legal drama on ABC, has proposed having a character use a scatological 
reference that has never before been uttered on an ABC series, one con
sidered tougher than the profanities already in use on his police drama, 
“NYPD Blue.” CBS executives say that writers are submitting scripts 
for programs that include every crude word imaginable, including one 
considered to be on the furthermost reaches of decorum (let’s just say it 
has to do with the making of stem cells.) ... The give-and-take between 
censors and producers is a time-honored ritual in broadcast television, 
and standards have eased gradually over the decades ... Broadcast tele
vision is under siege by smaller cable competitors that are winning au
diences while pushing adult content... So network censors are becom
ing more lenient. (By Jim Rutenberg, The New York Times).
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A Time/CNN poll finds that 80% of people think kids today are more 
spoiled than kids of 10 or 15 years ago, and two-thirds of parents admit 
that their kids are spoiled. In New York City it’s the Bat Mitzvah where 
’N Sync was the band; in Houston it’s a catered $20,000 pink-themed 
party for 50 seven-year-old girls who all wore mink coats, like their 
moms. In Morton Grove, Ill., it’s grade school teachers handing out 
candy and yoyos on Fridays to kids who actually managed to obey the 
rules that week. Go to the mall or a concert or a restaurant and you can 
find them in the wild, the kids who have never been told no, whose 
sense of power and entitlement leaves onlookers breathless, the sand
kicking, foot-stomping, arm-twisting, wheedling, shining despots 
whose parents presumably deserve the company of the monsters they,

saying, Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let 
all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the con
gregation stone him” (Leviticus 24:13,14). While that penalty has 
been done away with in the New Testament, it still remains a sin to 
take God’s Name in vain. Let no one think that God will excuse 
those who blaspheme and insult Him by taking His Name in vain. 
“The Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His Name in 
vain” (Exodus 20:7). Those who take God’s Name in vain will have 
to endure God’s justifiable wrath if they do not repent and turn to 
the Savior for forgiveness. While the unbeliever “whose mouth is 
full of cursing” (Rom. 3:14) thinks nothing of taking God’s Name in 
vain, that dare not be the case with us Christians. The Apostle 
warns that with the tongue “bless we God, even the Father; and 
therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of 
God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be” (James 3:9,10). Think of 
the Apostle Peter in the courtyard of the high priest (Matt. 26:74). 
That individual whose mouth is filled with cursing is certainly not a 
friend of the Lord Jesus. The Psalmist writes, “Thine enemies take 
Thy Name in vain” (Ps. 139:20). Instead of yielding to the grievous 
sin of cursing, we Christians should make the right use of God’s 
Name by calling upon it in every trouble, praying, praising and giv
ing thanks.
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after all, created ... Advertising targets children as never before, creat
ing cravings that are hard to ignore but impossible to satisfy ... Nearly 
half of all U.S. parents say their kids ask for things by brand names by 
age 5 ... Technology also contributes to the erosion of parental author
ity ... Sean Stevenson, a fifth-grade teacher in Montgomery County, 
Md., says parents always say they want discipline and order in the 
classroom, but if it’s their child who breaks the rules, they want an ex
emption ... (Time, August 6, 2001).

Look what happens when that Fourth Commandment is turned from 
“Children obey your parents” to “Parents obey your children!” The 
last years especially have seen an erosion of parental authority and 
the consequences have had a disastrous effect upon our nation. More 
and more governmental agencies (including our public schools) seek 
to exert greater control over the family by teaching the children to 
call the authorities if they think that they are not being treated right. 
And many children play this to the hilt! In such instances the parents 
then become captive to their slave-masters - the children. God’s 
Word teaches us, “children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right. Honor thy father and mother” ... (Eph. 6:1,2); “Children, obey 
your parents in all things; for this is well pleasing unto the 
Lord” (Col. 3:20). And when parents coddle their children and give in 
to their every whim, then they have only themselves to blame when 
their children turn out to be obnoxious teenagers who have no respect 
for them. Discipline must be practiced by the parents from little on if 
they really love their children. “He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Prov. 13:24); 
“The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself 
bringeth his mother to shame” (Prov. 29:15). These principles from 
the Word of God have been replaced with the so-called “advanced” 
ideas of the liberal psychologists who must share the blame with per
missive parents for the sad state of affairs!


