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The Priesident ‘S 
colii!Ymn 

“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, ” exhorts the Psalmist 
(92:l). It is a good thing because we thereby glorify God. Look at the 
number of Psalms in which we are encouraged to give thanks unto the 
Lord! God is pleased to receive such thanks from those who are His 
dear children through faith in Christ, and He expresses His displeasure 
at those who are ungrateful. 

It was His bitter complaint against Israel. “The ox knoweth his owner 
and the ass his master s crib, but Israel doth not know, My people doth 
not consider” (Is. 1:3). And when Jesus had cleansed those ten lepers 
and only one of them returned to give thanks to Him, how pleased He 
was to receive this gratitude, and with what solemn sadness He looked 
about and asked the question, “Were there not ten cleansed? but where 
are the nine? ” (Luke 17: 17). 

As Luther reminds us, “We cannot give God anything; for everything is 
already His, and all we have comes from Him. We can only give Him 
praise, thanks, and honor” (What Luther Says, Vol. III, page 1.353). The 
Lord therefore tells us through the pen of the Psalmist, “I will take no 
bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy fold. For every beast of 
the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the 
fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine. If I 
were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the ful- 
ness thereof: Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? 
U#er unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High: 
and call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt gZorzB Me ” (Ps. 50:9-l 5). Should we not readily give thanks unto 
Him from whom all blessings flow? 
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But the children of this world are so <depraved and perverted that God 
receives little thanks for His manifold blessings. Discontent and mur- 
muring criticism, cursing and blasphemy, arise from the dark and sinful 
hearts of men to the throne of God. Just think! Every moment they 
breathe God’s air; every day they quench their thirst with the water He 
supplies for them; every day they sit down to His table of blessings. 
And what is their response? They praise and extol not God but them- 
selves. 

Self-glorification entered into the world when Adam and Eve fell into 
sin (Gen. 35). And it is found with everyone since the fall of our first 
parents in the Garden of Eden. We observe it in the case of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the king of Babylon (Dan. 4). We observe it among the mem- 
bers of the Corinthian congregation so that the Apostle Paul had to ad- 
monish them, “that no one of you be pu_tj’ed up for one against another. 
For who maketh thee to di&%erfiom another? and what hast thou that 
thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, 
as if thou hadst not received it ? ” (I Cor. 4:6,7). Because of our sinful 
flesh we Christians must beware lest we become guilty of exalting our- 
selves and forget to thank and praise God for His unmerited blessings! 

What a blessing when such an attitude of thankfulness prevails among 
husband, wife and children! 

Pity the lot of those who are forced to live with a grumbling and discon- 
tented husband or wife! Such discontented ill will and morose fault- 
finding must be a daily thorn in the flesh of every one in the household. 
But what a difference when the father and mother praise God for their 
faithful spouse and dear children, when their whole behavior shows that 
their hearts are overflowing with thankfulness and they humbly declare 
with Jacob, “I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of a21 
the truth which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant” (Gen. 32: 10). 
What a blessing to share such a home that is filled with those whose 
hearts are overflowing with thankfulness to the Lord! 

Such thankfulness should also be obvious outside of the home! What a 
blessing we have in the local congregation where the pastor faithfully 
does his work with joy and not with grief. It is a continual encourage- 
ment to his congregation and a grateful congregation is a daily joy to its 
pastor. Such thankfulness should also be evident to all those with whom 
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we come into contact. “Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven ” (Matt. 5: 16). We give the unbelievers the opportunity to see 
the effect of the Gospel in our own lives that it might awaken within 
them the desire to hear about that Word which has brought about the 
great changes in our own lives. Then being brought to faith by the Holy 
Ghost through the Gospel, they will also glorify and worship the Lord 
in true faith. 

While we Christians know that we should give thanks unto the Lord 
and that such thankfulness should be evident in our speech and behav- 
ior, how can we escape from those sins of ingratitude and discontent- 
ment which so easily beset us? God Himself gives us the answer in His 
Word. We who were conceived and born in sin and iniquity, who justly 
deserved God’s righteous wrath because of our transgressions of God’s 
holy Law, have been the recipients of God’s unmerited love. We are the 
redeemed of the Lord whom He has purchased with His own blood. 
Through faith in Jesus, we are the dear children of our dear heavenly 
Father who promises us sinners that He will never forsake us, but will 
keep us in body and soul as long as we live here upon earth, and finally 
give us that incorruptible inheritance which never fades away. Meditat- 
ing upon such blessed truths will cause us always to rejoice in the Lord 
and to thank Him here and into all eternity! 

NOTE: The first part of the following article appeared in the Last issue 
of The Concordia Lutheran. 

The course of life leads in an opposite direction, though also through 
the valley of temporal death. The death of the righteous is, like the 
death of the wicked, a separation of body and soul. Paul speaks of his 
impending death as his “departure” (II Tim. 4:6; cf. Phil. 1:23), the dis- 
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solution of this tabernacle (II Cor. 5: 1); for him to die is to be unclothed 
(II Cor. 5:4). The souls of the righteous leave their habitations of clay, 
lay aside their garments of corruptible material, and depart. This is a 
consequence of sin. “Death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5: 12). Also when Christians die, “the body is dead be- 
cause of sin” (Rom. 890). God has ordained it so, and so must it be. 
Like disease and want and other hardships of our earthly pilgrimage, 
death has its pang and pain for those also whose Shepherd is the Lord. 
Paul would have preferred to be spared this bitter cup and “to be 
clothed upon” rather than “unclothed” (II Cor. 5:4), that mortality might 
not fall a prey to death, but “be swallowed up of life” (II Cor. 5:4). Yet, 
on the other hand, he also longs to be delivered from this body of sin 
and death (Rom. 6%; 7:24), knowing that “he that is dead is freed from 
sin” (Rom. 67). The termination of this mortal life in consequence of 
sin is also a termination of this sinful life, a cessation from sinning. 
Thus the final putting off of the old man with his sins and evil lusts also 
terminates the ceaseless struggle between the flesh and the spirit (Gal. 
5: 17; Rom. 7: 11,25), and frees us from the burden under which we 
groan while we are in this tabernacle (II Cor. 5:4). “We are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). In regeneration we 
were quickened into spiritual life, and in sanctification we walk in new- 
ness of life. But as we run our course, we are hindered by “sin which 
doth so easily beset us” (Heb. 12: 1). In death we “lay aside every 
weight” (Heb. 12: l), and the spirit is set free, having “fought a good 
fight” (II Tim. 4:7) and carried off the final victory. Thus the Christian, 
according to that nature which predominates in him and gives him his 
character, is not a loser but a gainer (Phil. 1:21) by the event which to 
the unbeliever is loss in every way. Natural man is dead in sin, and 
passes through physical death into a lower stage of misery, a confirmed 
state of spiritual death according to the soul, which is not set free, but 
sent to a prison of condemned spirits. But the regenerate man has 
“passed from death unto life” (John 5:24; I John 3: 14), and “bath ever- 
lasting life” (John 5:24). This life of faith and hope is not subdued in 
physical death, but is carried forward and upward to a higher mode or 
form of existence, the soul being transferred to a state of confirmed 
spiritual life with Christ in glory and perfect bliss forever. Thus the 
physical death of a Christian is the very reverse of the death of the 
worldling, not a sinking away into deeper death, but a rising into higher 
life. On the day of his death the robber’s ransomed soul was with Christ 
in paradise (Luke 23:43). Not in Sheol, a common abode of all departed 
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souls both good and evil, but in “paradise;” and paradise is “heaven,” 
even “the third heaven” (II Cor. 12:2,4). “To be absent from the body” 
is, for Paul and all believers, “to be present with the Lord” (II Cor. 5:8). 
Our “desire to depart” is a desire “to be with Christ” (Phil. 1:23). And 
Christ is not in Sheol, but in heaven (Luke 24:5 1; Col. 3: 1; Heb. 8: l), 
from whence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead (I Thess. 
4: 16; Phil. 3:20). “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their la- 
bors” (Rev. 14: 13). There is no room for purgatory in the “great gulf 
fixed between” (Luke 16:26) heaven and hell. And neither heaven nor 
hell is a dormitory for disembodied souls. The grave is the coemeterium 
of “them that sleep in the dust of the earth” (Dan. 12:2). But hell is a 
“place of torment” (Luke 16:28; cf. 16:22-25), and heaven is the happy 
home where Lazarus is “comforted” in Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16:22- 
25): hence, “to be with Christ” is “far better” than to be in the flesh, and 
we “have a desire to depart” (Phil. 1:22f.). 

As Paul uttered this hope and desire, he looked forward to the time of 
his departure (cf. II Tim. 4:6). When he writes, “For me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21), he expects to be numbered with 
“them which are asleep” (I Thess. 4: 15). Yet the same apostle also says, 
“We shall not all sleep” (I Cor. 15:5 1). He includes himself when he 
says, “we which are alive and remain unto the coming of Christ” (I 
Thess. 4: 15,17). This is not a contradiction, but an alternative. The 
apostle knew that “the Lord is at hand” (Phil. 4~5). Christ had foretold 
His “coming in the clouds of heaven” (Mat?. 26:49; 24:30; Mark 13:26). 
He had not stated the day and hour of His coming, but had expressly 
said, “Of that day and that hour knoweth no man” (Mark 13:32; Matt. 
24:36). He had earnestly warned all His disciples, “Watch therefore: for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come” (Matt. 24:42). “Be ye 
therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye 
think not (Luke 12:40; cf. Luke 21:36). His first message to them after 
His ascension was, “This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1: 11). Hence, from that day to this, God’s people have 
been ready for the coming of their King, “waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 1:7). “Our conversation,” says Paul, “is in 
heaven, from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 3:20). Meanwhile many fell asleep in Christ (I Cor. 
15: 18), Stephen, the protomartyr (Acts 7:60), James, the apostle (Acts 
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12: 12), and others who had seen the risen Lord (I Cor. 15:6), and each 
of these instances of mortality was apt to remind those who remained 
that their dissolution, too, might be impending. Besides, persecution 
was grinding its ax and preparing its fagots, and Paul was ready to be 
offered and considered the time of his departure at hand (II Tim. 4:6). 
And from that time to this, God’s children have been ready for the sum- 
mons which may at any moment call them hence. This daily and hourly 
readiness for our departure is by no means inconsistent with our daily 
and hourly readiness for our Lord’s coming. Paul was prepared either to 
be “unclothed” or to be “clothed upon” (II Cor. 5:4), to “sleep” or to 
“be changed” (I Cor. 15:5 1). So are we. We know that “it is appointed 
unto men once to die” (Heb. 9:27). We likewise know that “the Son of 
man come&” (Luke 12:40) at His appointed time, and that when He 
shall come, He will find a generation of children of God waiting for His 
coming, and a generation of unbelievers resembling the generation 
which was taken away by the flood (Man. 24:37-39), all of whom shall 
see Him coming in the clouds of heaven (Matt. 24:30). Then the wise 
virgins, who shall be ready for the coming of the bridegroom, will go in 
with Him to the marriage (Matt. 25: 10). But “flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorrup- 
tion” (I Cor. 15:50). Our mortal bodies, as now constituted, are not fit 
for the bliss and glory of the life to come. Hence, “when the last trum- 
pet shall sound,” and “the dead shall be raised incorruptible” (I Cor. 
15:52), those who shall “be alive and remain” (I Thess. 4: 15- 17) shall 
be changed “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (I Cor. 15:52). 
They shall “not be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life” (II Cor. 5:4). 

Thus, then, whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord (Rom. 14:8). We live as in an Advent season, 
looking forward with the eyes of faith to the fullness of the time, to the 
last advent of Christ. 

B. THE LAST ADVENT OF CHRIST 

The first advent of Christ, His coming in lowliness to redeem the world, 
was predicted by numerous prophecies, and many were the signs 
whereby His people were to be reminded of these promises and their 
approaching fulfillment. The last advent of Christ, His coming in power 
and glory to judge the world and lead His people home, was also pre- 
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dieted by Himself, His angels, and His holy apostles, and many are the 
signs whereby we are to be reminded of these predictions and their im- 
pending fulfillment. 

Jesus Himself foretold His second advent in plain words to His friends 
and to His enemies. In Caiaphas’ palace we hear Him say, “Hereafter 
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64). And with His disciples He 
repeatedly discoursed on the “coming of the Son of man” (Matt. 24:3- 
5 1; 25: l-46; Luke 12:36ff; 2 1:25-36; Mark 13), when “they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory” (Matt. 24:30; cf. Mark 13:26). In the very hour when He was 
taken out of their sight by a chariot of clouds, His angel messengers 
again assured them of His return, saying, “Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven” (Acts 1: 1 I). St. Paul speaks of “‘the coming of the 
Lord” (I Thess. 4: 15; cf. I Cor. 1:7), “the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Savior Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2: 13), when “the Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God” (I Thess. 4: 16). St. Peter testifies that “‘the 
day of the Lord will come” (II Pet. 3: lo), and He will fulfill “the prom- 
ise of His coming” (II Pet. 3:4). Like a herald St. John announces the 
advent of “the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and 
the prince of the kings of the earth,” saying, “Behold, He cometh with 
clouds, and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced 
Him” (Rev. 1:7; cf. v. 5). And the close of the last chapter of Revelation 
unites the petition of the waiting bride with the promise of the coming 
Bridegroom in the words: “Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 

In these texts and their contexts, the impending advent of Christ is de- 
scribed as a visible coming, visible to “all the tribes of the earth” (Matt. 
24:30), friends and enemies (Rev. 1:7). It will be a coming with power 
and great glory. “When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all 
the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His 
glory” (Matt. 25:3 1). And it will be a last coming, to finish up the busi- 
ness of this world and time by the resurrection of all the dead, the final 
judgment, and the consummation of all things. Nowhere in all these 
predictions and descriptions of the Lord’s coming is there any indica- 
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tion of or any room for a millennium of temporal or mundane felicity 
for the church and the children of the first resurrection from the dead in 
visible presence with Christ. To the end of time, the church of Christ 
shall be under the cross, amid dangers and trials and tribulations un- 
ceasing and increasing, as the shadows lengthen and deepen in the 
eventide of a declining day (John 16:33; Matt. 24:24; I Tim. 4:l). When 
the disciples were with the Master on the mount of Olives, they said, 
Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign, of Thy 
coming and of the end of the world? (Matt. 24:3) And thus to us also 
the signs of the coming of Christ our Lord are the signs of the end of 
the world. 

When the waters of the deluge had subsided, God established a cove- 
nant with mankind, that no flood should again destroy the earth or cut 
off all flesh, and said, “I do set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for 
a token of a covenant between Me and the earth” (Gen. 9: 13). Thus had 
the rainbow received a new significance. It was thenceforth to stand be- 
tween God and man as a token and testimony of a covenant established 
between them and as a surety of its fulfillment. In this sense, the bow in 
the clouds is now not only a physical phenomenon, but a sign, accord- 
ing to the definition, Signum est, quod sub sensum aliquem cadit, et 
quiddam signijkat (Cicero, de imit. rhet., 48). In like manner, Christ 
also has pointed out various phenomena and endowed them with a pe- 
culiar significance, whereby they are to be signs or tokens of the ap- 
proach of a coming and predicted event, signs of His coming, and of the 
end of the world (Matt. 24:3; cf. 33). When we see phenomena appear- 
ing in the sun and the moon and the stars, obscurations and other 
changes (Luke 2 1:25); when we hear the roaring of the waves of the sea 
(Luke 21:25); when false Christs and false prophets arise and show 
signs and wonders (Mark 13:22; Matt. 24:24); when the Gospel is 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations (Matt. 24: 14); 
when Jerusalem is being trodden down of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24); 
when the Jews in all lands are everywhere Jews (Matt. 24:34); when 
antichrist, that man of sin, the son of perdition, is revealed, sitting in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God (II Thess. 2:3-8; I John 
2:18); when materialism pervades the masses, as it did in the days of 
Noe (Matt. 24:37-39), and unbelief prevails (Luke 18:8): all these 
things are continually and ever anew to remind us of the coming of the 
Son of man, of the great change of heaven and earth which, with every 
revolution of the luminaries above, is drawing nearer and nearer, until 
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the last great sign, “the sign of the Son of man,” the Son of man Him- 
self “in visible presence, shall appear in heaven” (Matt. 24:30). 

“Little children,” says St. John, “it is the last time” (I John 2: 18); and 
St. Peter, “The end of all things is at hand” (I Pet. 4:7). And lest we be 
unmindful of such admonitions, our Savior directs our senses to the 
signs above us and about us, which are to be to us the tokens of His 
covenant, “Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with Me” (Rev. 
22: 12). And to all generations of His disciples He says, “When ye shall 
see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors” (Matt. 
24:33). And as in the days of St. John, so in these latter days, and to the 
end of time, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come!” (Rev. 22: 17). 

(August Graebner, Theological Quarterly, Vol. VI, No. 2, Apr. 1902, 
pp. 72-79 .) 

NOTE: The following two articles appeared in past issues of our Con- 
cordia Lutheran (1996 and 1988 respectively), but are here re-presented 
because of their pertinence to the Christmas Season and because we 
consider them worthy of re-reading. 

“Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. ” ---Isaiah 7: 14 

It’s back in the news again, not the virgin birth of Christ, but that old 
skeleton still rattling around in the closet of “modern” exegetes that 
Isaiah 7: 14 is not a prophecy of the virgin birth of the Savior, nor of 
any “virgin birth” at all. The so-called “higher critics” of the Bible have 
long held that the Hebrew word almbh can legitimately be translated 
“young woman” or “maid”, and that therefore Isaiah 7: 14 should not be 
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“forced” in English translation to “prove” the “virgin ” birth of any- 
body, much less of Jesus Himself. And so we find most “modern” Eng- 
lish translations of the Old Testament following that subversive “line” 
of the modernists who flat out deny the virgin birth of Christ and repre- 
sent it to be a figment of Christian “mythology.” 

Why is it so popular among “modern” interpreters of the Bible to dis- 
count the virgin birth of Christ and to pull Scripture “props” o,ut from 
under this blessed doctrine?? Why would they even want to cast suspi- 
cion upon Isaiah 7: 14 and its completely proper translation in our be- 
loved King James Version?? Why would anyone even try to discredit 
the time-honored view of this passage as a direct (or “rectilinear”) 
prophecy of the miraculous conception and birth of Christ “of the Vir- 
gin Mary, ” as believing Christians have confessed it in their creeds for 
eighteen centuries?? Is it because of genuine evidence recently uncov- 
ered in legitimate scholarship? No! Is it because of genuine concern 
for Christ’s sheep that they not be led astray into the byways of er- 
ror? -Certainly not! Is it perhaps because it doesn’t reaZZy matter what 
exegesis of this prophecy we accept, as long as we still have “respect” 
for the Sacred Scriptures?? -Not unless that “respect” is nothing but a 
sham and a pretense!! 

To such willful and wanton perverters of divine truth should be directed 
the Savior’s words in John 8:43 and 44, “Why do ye not understand My 
speech? Even because ye cannot hear My Word. Ye are of your father, 
the devil! ” Satan is the artful master at turning Scripture on its head, of 
perverting it, and of casting doubt upon its sure and certain words. He’s 
the one who invented the lie when in Genesis 3 he cunningly planted 
the seed of uncertainty in the ear of Eve with his contrived question, 
“Yea, hath God said??” And now we have modern-day sons of Belial, 
“wise in their own conceits, ” who dare to attack the “sign” that “the 
Lord Himself” gave to indicate which “son” born of a woman would 
be “God with us; ” and thus they undermine saving confidence in the 
son of Mary, the virgin of Nazareth, as “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God! ” 

Sadly, but not surprisingly, this same devilish “baloney” has infested 
the Missouri Synod’s own Commission on Theology and Church Rela- 
tions (CTCR), which refuses to come up with a simple statement con- 
firming the time-honored and thoroughly Scriptural position that Messi- 
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anic prophecies in the Old Testament refer directly to Jesus of Naz- 
areth, the Christ of God, and to no one else. Why would this commis- 
sion of ranking theologians thus pander to the views of modernists and 
leave this issue “out on a limb” for Missouri Synod Lutherans for over 
eight years? Why could it not in several minutes formulate a simple 
statement -perhaps with the help of children who, like Timothy, 
“have known the Holy Scriptures ” (II Timothy 3: 15) and have accepted 
them as the verbally-inspired Word of God? The reason is simple: As 
we have testified with unflinching consistency since 195 1, the Mis- 
souri Synod is a heterodox church body which officially tolerates er- 
ror in its midst, refuses to discipline those who publicly teach and prac- 
tice contrary to the Word of God, has no real unity in its caricature of 
fellowship, and is quite satisfied with the status quo of all-talk-and-no- 
action on the part of its “confessional” wing. .Even its president, touted 
by supporters as a “confessional” and a “conservative”, is either unwill- 
ing or unable to demonstrate the fortitude required of every Christian in 
Romans 16: 17 and other passages to “mark” or identify those who 
cause divisions and offenses by their departure from sound doctrine and 
to “avoid them “. He is, ex oficio at least, a member of the CTCR, 
which, according to published reports, recently issued its unanimous 
opinion: “We do not believe that a spec$c exegesis of given prophetic 
passages [as Isaiah 7: 14 and others laid before the Commission] can be 
legislated. ” Yet, according to news reports, the 1995 convention of the 
LCMS was able to “pass” a resolution confirming its traditional posi- 
tion on “rectilinear prophecy”, though apparently not with the unanim- 
ity required by God’s Word in I Corinthians 1: 10. That’s the way the 
Synod now for many years has determined matters of doctrine and 
practice: It hopes for at least a “majority” in favor of the truth. And so 
it continues to go in the once orthodox Missouri Synod: The more 
things change, the more they stay the same, and a heterodox church 
body by any other name is still heterodox! 

We, however, do not hesitate to state in simple terms and without 
equivocation the FACT that Isaiah 7:14 is a direct, rectilinear proph- 
ecy of the virgin birth of Christ, referring only and alone to that 
blessed event, and was fulfilled only by the conception and birth of 
Jesus of Nazareth of the Virgin Mary. We do not argue with the lin- 
guist who says that almbh in Hebrew CAN be translated out of context 
by the English “young woman” or “maiden” or ‘cmaid’s (marriageable 
but not married) as well as “virgin.” The fact remains that in Isaiah 7: 14 
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the word aZm&h MUST be translated “virgin.” Why? Because the only 
legitimate exegesis of this passage is determined NOT by etymology or 
lexicography or linguistics or history or the study of manuscripts but -by 
the Holy Ghost Himself. The principle rejected by modernistic theolo- 
gians’ namely, that Scripture is its own interpreter (Scriptura Scrip- 
turam interpretatur), is what makes the correct understanding (and 
translation) of Isaiah 7: 14 so utterly simple. 

The Evangelist St. Luke, in the first chapter of his Gospel account, re- 
cords in detail the message of Gabriel “to a virgin espoused to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary. ” (v. 27). The Greek of the New Testament is as specific as it 
could possibly be about the gynecological status of Mary in her pre- 
gestational condition. The Greek word parthknos, unlike the Hebrew 
word almcbh, allows of only one meaning, namely, “virgin,” as Mary 
knew herself to be, “seeing I know not a man. ” (v. 34). The operation 
of the Holy Ghost in the inception of Mary’s pregnancy (rather than 
the wicked calumny that Mary had had a quick last minute affair with a 
former suitor OR that she and Joseph had been sleeping together on the 
sly) is the stated reason WHY both Mary, and Joseph (according to 
Matthew 1:20), and we too can be certain that the “holy thing which 
shall be born of [her] shall be called the Son of God” (v. 35)’ not a 
“love child” produced by carnal intercourse. The Greek word Sto 
[ “wherefore ” or ‘@r this reason “I makes the virgin conception and 
birth of Christ essential to His identification as the true Messiah. To be 
sure, to the “carnal mind [which] is enmity against God, ” a virgin 
birth is “unscientific,” “impossible”’ and therefore must be a kind of 
“sanctified myth” created by the early Christians to distinguish their 
beloved Master from other religious prophets of His stature. We would 
indeed expect an unbeliever to reason in this fashion and to blaspheme 
the God of all grace, who caused the Redeemer of sinful men to be born 
in this miraculous manner. But for any professing Christian to reason 
and speak the same way and to challenge the virgin birth of our Savior 
as an impossible event is completely unthinkable, “jk with God noth- 
ing shall be impossible. ” (v. 37). 

Moreover, Matthew records the circumstances of Christ’s conception 
and birth in the first chapter of his Gospel account, verses 18 through 
25. There he quotes the Lord’s angel announcing also to Joseph con- 
cerning Mary’s pregnancy: “That which is conceived in her is of the 
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Holy Ghost. ” And right here is where the exegesis of Isaiah 7: 14 is eas- 
ily settled; for Matthew points to this event as fulfilling “that which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, ‘Behold, a virgin shall 
be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, ’ which being interpreted is, ‘God with US. “’ If indeed we 
truly believe in the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures and their iner- 
rancy as the Word of God Himself; if we believe, as we confess in our 
Catechism, that “God the Holy Ghost moved the holy men to write, and 
put into their minds the very thoughts which they expressed and the 
very words which they wrote;” then we also believe that in Matthew 
1:23 the Holy Ghost quoted the Holy Ghost with divine, infallible pre- 
cision, and that God Himself translated the Hebrew word almcEh for us -- 
with the Greek word parthinos and thus made any speculation on this 
point completely moot AND completely out of place. God Himself set- 
tled any translation ccproblem” for our comfort and assurance - a 
happy fact which all the church fathers recognized down through the 
ages by the grace of God. 

But is Isaiah 7: 14 a “rectilinear” prophecy, pointing ONLY to the vir- 
gin birth of Christ and fulfilled ONLY by the virgin birth of Christ? 
Consider the following questions: 

- Does not Matthew state unequivocally: “Now all this was done that 
it might be fulfilred which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet.... “? 

- Does anyone (particularly one who already scoffs at the virgin birth 
of Christ) seriously think that there was another virgin birth at some 
time in the past to fulfill this prophecy?? 

- Does the Lord Himself “give [US] a sign ” to point to His own Mes- 
siah, by an identifying mark, so flawed that it can refer to any number 
of messiahs born at any number of times and places?? 

- Is it indeed a “sign” at all for “a young woman,” “a maiden,” a 
marriageable but never before married female (though not truly a vir- 
gin), to conceive and bear a son out of wedlock, when it happens hun- 
dreds of times every day?? 

- Did all those non-virginal young women or maidens who supposedly 
also fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy by giving birth to sons have offspring 
that could legitimately be called “God with us, ” “the Son of God, ” 
“the Son of the Highest, ” “the Dayspring porn on high, ” and the 
‘Horn of Salvation “?? 
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What profound absurdity presents itself when the truths of Holy Scrip- 
ture, “given by inspiration of God, ” are set aside in favor of bizarre 
theories and wild speculation! Indeed, those who reject rectilinear 
Messianic prophecy (directly pointing to Jesus and to Jesus alone) in 
favor of “typological” prophecy which may or may not point to Jesus 
AT ALL but only to someone or some event that by pure happenstance 
resembles Jesus and His life here on earth, such “theologians’: are not 
worthy of the name; for they do not speak “as the oracles of God” (I 
Peter 4: 11) but “by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of 
the simple” (Romans 16: 18). From this preserve us, dear heavenly Fa- 
ther! Let us rather hold fast in confidence to the clearly rectilinear 
prophecies “spoken of the Lord by the prophets” concerning our pre- 
cious Savior; for ‘to Him give all the prophets witness, that through 
His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of 
sins. ” (Acts 10:43). 

Hail the day so rich in cheer for each earthborn creature! 
God’s own Son from heaven draws near, takes our human nature. 

Of a virgin born is He; Mary, by the Lord’s decree, 
Is become a mother! 

See the miracle of love: 
God Himselffrom heaven above came to be our Brother! 

Hallelujah! 

- D.T.M. 

“The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared! ” -Titus 
2:ll 

On Christmas Day, over 2,000 years ago, the grace of God was mani- 
fested in a special way. It appeared among men in the person of the 
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Christ Child born in Bethlehem. The heathen were covered with the 
darkness of idolatry and the Jews were blinded by the foolishness of 
self-righteousness. Speaking of the coming Savior, the Prophet Isaiah 
writes, “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great Light: 
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined!” (9:2). As the sun penetrates mist and clouds, and dis- 
perses the darkness, shining in all its glory upon the earth, so also the 
Grace of God, God’s undeserved kindness, shines forth in the person of 
Jesus Christ, bringing light, life, and salvation to a world lost in spiri- 
tual darkness. 

The Apostle Paul writes in his letter to Titus, “The grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared! ” (Titus 2: 11). He is not speaking of 
the goodness or benevolence which God bestows upon all creatures 
when He “maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sen- 
deth rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mate. 5:45). He is speaking of 
that grace that brings salvation- that grace by which the Lord God 
saves sinners. He is speaking of Saving Grace! 

Saving Grace is not something in man-by which man may convert and 
save himself, or by which a person is able to make his own decision to 
accept Christ as his Savior, or something which God injects into people 
as a reward for their good works. Saving grace is a personal attitude in 
the Lord God Himself. It is God’s own personal disposition of mercy 
and good will by which He forgives the sins of those who are worthy of 
eternal death in hell. It is the unmerited and undeserved love, kindness, 
and favor of God toward lost and condemned sinners! 

The saving grace of God is not influenced in the least by anything good 
in you. The slightest bit of merit or worthiness, which you think you 
may possess, completely nullifies and destroys the grace of God that 
brings salvation. If you think that you can be saved, or help along to- 
ward your salvation by something good in you, or by something good 
which you have done or are about to do or are doing at the present 
time-then you are not relying on the Saving Grace of God. The Apos- 
tle Paul writes (Rom. 11:6), “lf by grace, then it is no more of works . . . 
But if it be of works, then it is no more grace! ” You cannot be saved 
partly by the grace of God and partly by your own good works. It must 
either be one or the other! And since you cannot save yourself by your 
own good works because you cannot make yourself perfect and holy in 
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God’s sight, your salvation is possible only by the grace of God. 

Moreover, the Bible teaches ever so plainly that the Lord God is gra- 
cious toward sinners only for Christ’s sake-only for the sake of .Him 
whose birthday we celebrate on December 25? The Lord God is gra- 
cious toward sinners only for the sake of Him who, as the sinner’s Sub- 
stitute, redeemed all people by His sinless life and by His bitter su$%r- 
ing and death on the cross for the sins of the world. There could be no 
Saving Grace, no grace for sinners, unless the Holy Law of God had 
been perfectly and sufficiently fulfilled and unless God’s Justice had 
been fully satisfied by the holy life (active obedience) and by the pains 
of Hell which our Savior suffered (passive obedience) in our place. As a 
Christian, you must not think of the grace of God apart from Christ and 
His work of Redemption. While the works and merits of mankind, on 
the one hand, are totally excluded from what the Bible teaches about 
Saving Grace; the works and merits of Christ, on the other hand, must 
necessarily be included in the Saving Grace of God. The Bible says, 
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to 
His mercy He saved us . . . ” (Titus 315). “All... being justijied freely by 
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
3:23-24). (See also Eph. 2%9.) 

These people who trust in the grace, love, and mercy of God, but reject 
Christ and His precious work of Redemption, actually trust in some- 
thing that doesn’t exist- they trust in a false god, a god of their own 
imagination. The true God is the God whose grace brings salvation 
only through the Babe of Bethlehem. That grace of God which Christ- 
mas brings to us through the incarnate Son of God is truly Saving 
Grace! This is why Christmas means so much to every true believing 
child of God! 

-P.R.B. 
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Around the World 

Clans of anarachists - including growing strongholds in Eugene; Port- 
land; Seattle; Vancouver, British Columbia; and the San Francisco Bay 
Area - represent the most militant wing of an international movement 
opposed to the global economy. But unlike their allies in the mass 
movement - a much larger coalition of peaceful labor activists, envi- 
ronmentalists and human-rights workers - hard-core anarchists have 
little interest in reforming capitalism. They want to destroy the institu- 
tions, such as government, that impose order on life. Many of Eugene’s 
anarchists advocate “green anarchy,” a theory that suggests humans 
were better off before the advent of faming thousands of years ago. 
They argue that primitives who hunted and gathered their food enjoyed 
freedoms that modem humans, slaves to technology and the capitalist 
treadmill, do not . . . The Eugene resistance is almost exclusively Anglo, 
a mish-mash of radical environmentalists, feminists, philosophers, no- 
mads and outlaws . . . They stay fed with oddly contradictory jobs such 
as tele-marketing. They are deadlocked and tattooed, profane and some- 
times profound . . . Many strike back at the system in subtle ways, al- 
though some of their methods sound less like politics than excuses for 
boorishness. They brag about dropping litter in wealthy neighborhoods 
and shop-lifting from corporate chain stores . . . (The Sunday Orego- 
nian, August 13,200O) 
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Such anarchism is of growing concern to our law-enforcement 
agencies, city officials, and business establishments. And rightly so. 
There have been a series of riotous street demonstrations staged by 
militant anarchists over the past 14 months. Such riots have re- 
sulted in millions of dollars in damage to stores and property as 
well as endangering the lives of innocent citizens and the police who 
try to protect them. God’s Word teaches us that the government is 
“ordained of God” and that “whosoever therefore resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall re- 
ceive to themselves damnation” (Rom. 13:1,2). But this Word of 
God does not seem to deter such revolutionaries from their goal to 
destroy and overthrow the existing form of government. While our 
government has its faults, the citizens have the right under our ex- 
isting laws to correct such faults through petitions and the voting 
booth. Orderly protests are even allowed by the authorities, but 
wanton destruction and revolution by the militants dare not be tol- 
erated. “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil . . . 
a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil” (Rom. 
13:3,4). Those that are in authority “are sent by Him [God] for the 
punishment of evildoers” (I Pet. 2:14). How necessary it is in these 
last evil days that our prayers ascend to the Throne of Grace “for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior” (I Tim. 2:2,3). 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is celebrating 
2000 as the 30th anniversary of ordaining Lutheran women in the United 
States. The 5.2.million member church is marking the year with local 
and regional events across the United States and Caribbean. At the end 
of 1999, 2,358 or 13.4 percent of the ELCA’s 17,611 retired and active 
clergy were women. Of active clergy, 18.7 percent were women. In the 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod, 96 women accounted for 26.8 percent of 
the active clergy - the highest number and highest percentage among 
ELCA synods. “Forty-nine percent of the students presently preparing 
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for ordained ministry in our eight seminaries are women,” said the Rev. 
Joseph M. Wagner, executive director of the ELCA Division for Minis- 
try. “The vitality, spirit, faith and energy of our ordained women have 
substantially strengthened the gospel witness and outreach of this 
church. We thank God for the great gift which the ordination of women 
has brought to us in the ELCA, and thank these women - who are al- 
ways pioneers - for their strong leadership,” said Wagner. (Christian 
News, July 17,200O) 

How can anyone calling himself a Christian, particularly a Lu- 
theran Christian, thank God and even observe a celebration for 
transgressing the Word of God !!! This is precisely what the ELCA 
has done! God’s Word is crystal-clear in this matter. “Let your 
women keep silence in the churches”. . . (I Cor. 14:34). Y suffer not 
a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in 
silence”. . . “This is a true saying, If a MAN desire the office of a 
bishop, he desireth a good work”... (I Tim. 2:12; 3:lff.; cp. Titus 
1:6,7). While Gal. 3:26-28 tells us that all believers - regardless of 
nationality, male or female - are the recipients of the blessings of 
salvation, God has ordained that in this life a distinction must be 
made concerning our particular sphere of activity. Children are to 
be subject to their parents (Eph. &l-3); wives are to submit them- 
selves to their own husbands (Eph. 5:22,23); citizens are to obey the 
existing form of government (Born. 13:lff.); etc. That the unbeliev- 
ing children of the world simply pay no attention to this order is not 
surprising, but when those who parade about as Lutheran Chris- 
tians brazenly cast aside GOD’S established order in the Church, 
which forbids women to occupy the Pastoral Office, then we have 
every right to say to the ELCA: How dare you call yourselves Lu- 
theran Christians! Martin Luther declared that “all may proclaim 
God’s Word, except that women are not to speak in the church but 
should let the men preach” . . . (What Luther Says, Vol. H, page 
945). This Scriptural doctrine was taught and practiced by our or- 
thodox Lutheran forefathers until the leaven of the false teachers 
gradually gained control. Therefore it is not surprising to observe 
how the ELCA has deviated from other Scriptural teachings and 
openly tolerates those pastors and professors who deny the verbal 
inspiration of the Bible, the Virgin Birth, that homosexuality and 
abortion are abominations before God, that evolutionism blas- 
phemes the almighty God, etc. 
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The first evidence that humans lived in an area now covered by the 
Black Sea - perhaps inundated by the biblical flood - has been found 
by a team of explorers. “Artifacts at the site are clearly well preserved, 
with carved wooden beams, wooden branches and stone tools,” lead re- 
searcher Robert Ballard said . . . Fredrik Hiebert of the University of 
Pennsylvania, the team’s chief archaeologist, said the discovery 
“represents the first concrete evidence for occupation of the Black Sea 
coast prior to its flooding.” . . . The remnants of human habitation were 
found in more than 300 feet of water about 12 miles off the coast of 
Turkey. Many ancient Middle Eastern cultures have legends of a great 
flood, including the Bible story of Noah. Columbia University research- 
ers William Ryan and Walter Pittman speculated in their 1997 book 
“Noah’s Flood” that when the European glaciers melted, about 7,000 
years ago, the Mediterranean Sea overflowed into what was then a 
smaller freshwater lake to create the Black Sea . . . Ballard, a National 
Geographic Society explorer in residence, said he studied shells found 
along the ancient coastline and found two types. One group is an extinct 
type of freshwater shell, while the second is from saltwater shellfish. 
The saltwater shells date from the present back 6,500 years, while the 
freshwater shells all date to 7,000 years ago and older. “So we know 
that there was a sudden and dramatic change from a freshwater lake to a 
saltwater sea 7,000 years ago,” he said Tuesday. “And we know that as 
a result of that flood a vast amount of land went under water 
. . . ” (Albany (OR.) Democrat-Herald, Sept. 13,200O) 

Amazingly there are some who are now willing to acknowledge the 
possibility of a great Flood which took place not millions but 7,000 
years ago! These findings will incite endless debates among the so- 
called learned archaeologists and scientists who are “ever learning 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (II Tim. 3:7). 
For us Christians the matter is settled once and for all in the Word 
of God. In Genesis chapter 6 we are told how the Lord would bring 
a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the 
breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the 
earth shall die (v. 17). True to His Word we are told in chapter 7 
that the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the win- 
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dows of heaven were opened and the rain was upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights (w. 11,12). The waters rose over twenty feet 
above the mountains and all flesh died that moved upon the earth - 
fowl, cattle, beast, every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, and every man (w. 19-22). No one was spared except Noah, 
his wife, his three sons and their wives, plus the animals which the 
Lord commanded Noah to take on the ark (v. 23). And why such a 
punishment. 3 Because God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of his heart was only 
evil continually (6:5). In spite of Noah’s preaching, the people re- 
fused to repent of their sins and ask for God’s mercy and forgive- 
ness (II Pet. 2:5). We dare not forget that the time is rapidly draw- 
ing near in which the world will be destroyed by fire (II Pet. 3). 
Should this not encourage us to live in daily repentance and faith in 
the Savior, always abounding in the work of the Lord? 
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