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The Psalms have often been referred to as the Prayer Book of the 
Christians. And they certainly should be! What rich comfort the Lord 
grants us in the Psalms! The soul hiding itself in God for Refuge and 
Protection was a favorite picture which the Psalmist often used (read 
Psalm 2715; 17:8; 9 1: l-4). Already when we were Sunday School 
children we learned concerning such believers as Noah, Moses, Daniel, 
Peter, etc., who took refuge in the Lord. There are those who would 
have us to believe that we do not need such a refuge in this so-called 
enlightened age. There is no impending universal deluge. We do not, 
like Moses, hear the rush of armed men pursuing us. We are not in 
danger of being thrown into the lions’ den for kneeling in prayer to the 
living God. No prison awaits us as it did the Apostle Peter. Are we not 
privileged to bask in the sunlight of peace and safety? Ah, but we 
surely know better from our daily experiences! And he who is not 
aware of this should “put his hand into his bosom, and feel whether he 
still have flesh and blood” . . . and “that he look around to see whether he 
is still in the world” . . . and that “he will certainly have the devil also 
about him, who with his lying and murdering, day and night, will let 
him have no peace within or without” . . . (Luther’s Christian Questions 
with Their Answers). 

We must have a Refuge. We are sinners. The Bible declares it and our 
conscience accuses us. Although we are Christians we must confess with 
the Apostle Paul, “Iknow that in me, (that is, in myflesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing” (Rom. 7: 18). A careful reading of Romans 7, Galatians 5, and I John 
1 reveals the fact that we sin daily in thought, word and deed. ‘There is not 
a just man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not” (Eccl. 7:20). 
Do we always let our light so shine before men that they may see our good 
works? Is the Word of God really our delight or do we allow the things of 
this world to keep us from hearing it preached in the divine services? Are 
we faithful in our prayer-life? Is the fire of our passion for souls slowly 
dying down -dying out? Are we always on guard against sin and the 
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snares of the devil? Are we fearless Christians? We know the world is 
seeking more and more to contaminate us Christians. When the world with 
its false principles and maxims, ways and fashions, knocks at our door 
crying, “open to us,” do we drug our consciences and allow ourselves for 
fear of men to be caught in the trap of expediency? 

The Prophet Jeremiah once called to the people, “Let US search and try 
our ways” (Lam. 3:40). If we thus search and examine honestly we 
shall find that we have many sins for which to give account. 
Remember our sins are not small and insignificant in spite of what 
people may tell us or what we may think. ‘Sin is the transgression of 
the Law” (I John 3:4) -GOD’S LAW! And “the wages of sin is 
death ” (Rom. 6:23). 

In addition to our many sins there are uncounted troubles, personal 
ailments and misfortunes which all of us experience in our lives. And 
left to ourselves we are utterly defenseless against the thunder and 
lightning bolts hurled from Mt. Sinai to terrify our consciences. How 
helpless we are when the storms of life seek to drown us in despair. 
And then there is the “king of terrors” - death - which inevitably 
comes to all of us. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this, 
the Judgment ” (Heb. 9127). 

Thank God that we Christians have a safe Refuge. David refers to it, for 
example, in Psalm 62:7,8: “‘In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock 
of my strength, and my Rehge, is in God. Trust in Him at all times; ye 
people, pour out your heart before Him: God is a Refige for us.” In the 
merits of the promised Messiah David seeks his hiding-place. We 
Christians are privileged to bask in the fUiIment of the promised Messiah’s 
work. Through His substitutional work of atonement our dear Savior has 
done all for our salvation. In His wounds we seek the hiding-place where 
we find safety and security from the terrors of the Law. We flee from Sinai 
to Calvary to behold Him who fulfilled the Law perfectly in our stead and 
allowed Himself to be sacrificed for our sins so that we might hear the 
comforting message, “Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee ” (Matt. 
912). “There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 8: 1). Now our consciences can be at peace. ‘Therefore 
being jzJstij?ed by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Chrtit ” (Rom. 5: 1) 
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We find a safe Refuge when the trials of this life seek to overwhelm us. 
We flee to His precious promises which assure us of His help and the 
needed strength to endure, knowing “that all things work together fir 
good to them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). 

There we find a safe Refuge from the fear of death. “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life ” (John 3 : I 6,36). For “our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel ” (II Tim. 1: 10). 

These are the Scriptural truths which the faithful pastors in our 
Conference proclaim and which the members of our congregations are 
privileged to hear! What a blessing this is during these last evil days in 
which this safe Refuge is relegated to the background by many within 
visible Christendom in favor of the so-called wisdom of men who 
exchange the Word of the Creator for the word of the created. Does our 
attitude and conduct always reflect the sincerity of our heart’s 
thankfulness for such unmerited favor? 

WELCOME 
TO ALL, OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS! 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and 
are certain that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual 
benefits from your faithful reading of CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
articles which are based solidly upon the pure and unerring 
Word of God. 

only 5.00 per year! 

Scriptural Publications 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 
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will be held, the Lord willing, at 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
55th Ave. S at S. Fountain St. 

Seattle, WA 98178 
Phone: (206) 723-l 078 

Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Host Pastor 

June 23,24,25, 2000 

CONVENTION MOTTO 

4‘#txi@fulnele’s’ ?Ico t!hr $hptie’mal Cobenasrt” 

HISTORICAL ESSAY 
“llie OjSFcialEsta6lishment of Heterodoqy in the Mksouri Synod” 

6y its adoption of the Common Confession in INO 

The Rev. David T. Mensing, Essayist 

DOCTRINAL ESSAY 
“‘llie Sacrament of 3LoGy Baptism” 

The Rev. Ross A. Mahan, Essayist 
Pastor of Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Jackson, Michigan 

Pastoral Conference to be held on June 20th & 2 lSf 
Board of Directors Meeting to be held on June 22nd 
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The Anti-Trinitarian Mormonism 

“We believe in God, the eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and in the Holy Ghost.” This is the very first of their thirteen Articles 
of Faith of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints with which 
the Mormons seek to ensnare the gullible. While the article, in itself, 
sounds very good, it must be understood in the light of the official 
teachings of their prophets. 

Their first prophet was Joseph Smith, (b. 1805; d. 1844), whom the 
Mormons regard as their founder and to whom they owed 
unquestioning obedience. He claimed that it was John the Baptist who 
ordained him to the Aaronic priesthood and then by the Apostles Peter, 
James, and John to the apostleship. Listen to this! “Verily, verily, I say 
u.nto thee, no one shall be appointed to receive commandments and 
revelations in this church excepting my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., for 
he receiveth them even as Moses. And thou shalt be obedient unto the 
things which I shall give unto him” . . . (Doctrine and Covenants, 
28:2,3). “The fact of the matter is, when a man says, ‘You may direct 
me spiritually, but not temporally,’ he lies in the presence of God; that 
is, if he has got intelligence enough to know what he is talking 
about” (from sermon by President Joseph F. Smith, in Provo - see 
Deseret News of May 2Oth, 1896). 

And what did the Mormons’ first prophet teach concerning God? We 
shall let him answer. “First, God himself, who sits enthroned in yonder 
heavens, is a man like unto one of yourselves, that is the great secret . . . 
I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined 
that God was God from all eternity . . . God himself; the Father of us all 
dwelt on an earth the same as Jesus Christ himself did . . . You have got 
to learn how to be Gods yourselves . . . No man can learn you more than 
what I have told you” (Times and Seasons, Vol. 5, pp. 613,614). Here 
is another answer, “1 wish to declare I have always and in all 
congregations when I have preached on the subject of the Deity, it has 
been the plurality of gods . . . the doctrine of plurality of gods is as 
prominent in the Bible as any other doctrine. It is all over the face of 
the Bible. It stands beyond the power of controversy” (History of the 
Church, Vol. 6, page 474). 
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And what about the prophet who succeeded Joseph Smith -Brigham 
Young (b. 1801; d. 1877)? He claimed, “He (God) is our Father -the 
Father of our spirits, and was once a man in mortal flesh as we are, and 
is now an exalted being. How many Gods there are, I do not know. 
But there never was a time when there were not Gods . . . God has once 
been a finite being” . . . (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 7, p. 333). The 
Mormon Catechism teaches the plurality of gods. “Are there more gods 
than one? Yes, many.” Then on April 9, 1852, we hear the well-known 
words of Brigham Young, “Now hear it, 0 inhabitants of the earth, Jew 
and Gentile, Saint and sinner! When our father Adam came into the 
garden of Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, 
one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. 
He is Michael, the Arch-angel, the Ancient of Days! about whom holy 
men have written and spoken -He is our Father and our God, and the 
only God with whom we have to do” . . . (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 1, 
pp. 50,51). Brigham did not change his mind later on in life. In 1873 
he reiterated his position. “How much unbelief exists in the minds of 
the Latter-day Saints in regard to one particular doctrine which I 
revealed to them, and which God revealed to me -namely that Adam 
is our father and God,’ (Deseret News, June 18, 1873). Now read what 
he says about Jesus. “When the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, 
the Father had begotten him in his own likeness. He was not begotten 
by the Holy Ghost. And who is the Father? He is the first of the human 
family . . . Jesus, our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same 
character that was in the garden of Eden, and who is our Father in 
Heaven” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 1, pp. 50,5 1). 

Although Mormon leaders now claim that this “Adam-God” doctrine is 
no longer taught, they have never publicly announced that this teaching, 
which was allegedly divinely revealed to their prophet Brigham Young, 
was a lie. How can it be possible for the present-day leaders to forbid 
the teaching of the Adam-God doctrine when it was “divinely-revealed” 
to their “divinely-ordained” prophet? Who lied? Brigham Young or 
the present Mormon officials? Mormon leaders have found themselves 
in a similar predicament with polygamy. It is an indisputable fact that 
Joseph Smith, Brigham Young and all early Mormon leaders had 
numerous wives. Brigham Young not only stated that “the only men 
who become Gods, even the Sons of God, are those who enter into 
polygamy” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 11, p. 269), but he even went 
so far as to declare: “Now if any of you will deny the plurality of wives 
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and continue to do so, I promise that you will be damned; . . . take this 
revelation . . . and deny it in your feelings, and I promise that you will be 
damned” (Deseret News, Nov. 14, 1855). If the Mormon officials were 
truly honest, then they would have to acknowledge that the only true 
followers of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young today are the 
approximately 30,000 plural marriages among Mormons whom the 
leadership refuses to recognize! 

In line with their teaching that God is just an exalted man, it then 
naturally follows that He had a mother as well as a wife. Indeed, 
according to Brigham Young, “Brother Kimball quoted a saying of 
Joseph the Prophet, that he would not worship a God who had not a 
Father; and I do not know that he would if he had not a mother; the 
one would be as absurd as the other” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 9, 
p. 286). Supposedly Joseph Smith saw the Eternal Mother in a 
vision. President Joseph Fielding Smith stated, “The fact that there 
is no reference to a mother in heaven either in the Bible, Book of 
Mormon or Doctrine and Covenants, is not sufficient proof that no 
such thing as a mother did exist there . . . does not common sense tell 
us that we must have had a mother there also?” (Answers to Gospel 
Questions, Vol. 3, p. 142) Apostle Orson Hyde declared, . . . “Jesus 
Christ was married at Cana of Galilee, that Mary, Martha, and 
others were his wives, and that he begat children” (Journal of 
Discourses, Vol. 2, page 210). 

When it comes to their teaching of the Holy Ghost we observe much 
confusion. They teach th.at “the Father has a body of flesh and 
bones as tangible as man’s; the Son also; but the HoIy Ghost has not 
a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were it not 
so the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us” (Doctrine and Covenants, 
130:22). In The Changing World of Mormonism Jerald and Sandra 
Tanner quote from various Mormon leaders (p. 189) and plainly 
reveal that they do not speak with a united voice concerning the 
Holy Ghost. Joseph Fielding Smith, for example, states that “the 
Holy Ghost is not a personage with a body of flesh and bones, and 
in this respect differs from the Father and the Son” (Doctrines of 
Salvation, Vol. 1, p. 39), while Heber C. Kimball, who was a 
member of the First Presidency, said that “the Holy Ghost is a man; 
he is one of the sons of our Father and our God” . . . (Journal of 
Discourses, Vol. 5, p. 179). 



During these last evil days of the world we Christians must be 
especially alert to the teachings of such false prophets who use 
Christian terminology, but mean something entirely different to the 
Mormons. The Lord Jesus warns, “Beware of false prophets which 
come to you in sheep’s cZothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves ” (Matt. 7: 15). Using similar words constitutes their “sheep’s 
clothing” to hide their ravenous appetite to deceive the unwary. For 
example, they will use the word “Gospel” which we Christians 
understand to mean the good news that because of the substitutional 
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, God has forgiven the sins of every 
individual; and accepting this message we have the forgiveness of all 
our sins and the promise of eternal life. To the Mormon the word 
“Gospel” means the teachings of the Mormon leadership in which they 
are taught how to be saved by their works. Such teaching goes back to 
Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum who had been members of the 
Masonic lodge. According to historians, they went through the first 
three degrees of Masonry -Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, Master 
Mason. It cannot be justifiably denied that Masonry teaches salvation 
by works. Joseph and Hyrum incorporated many of the rituals and 
signs (oaths, special handshakes, apron, square & compass, passwords, 
etc.) into the new religion they founded in 183 1. 

Mormon missionaries are carefully coached not to debate some of the 
teachings and dealings of their founders, specifically Joseph Smith and 
Brigham Young. We can readily understand their reluctance to talk 
about such things as “blood atonement.” Brigham Young declared, 
“This is loving our neighbor as ourselves; if he needs help, help him; 
and if he wants salvation and it is necessary to spill his blood on the 
earth in order that he may be saved, spill it. Any of you who 
understand the principles of eternity, if you have sinned a sin requiring 
the shedding of blood, except the sin unto death, would not be satisfied 
nor rest until your blood should be spilled, that you might gain that 
salvation you desire. That is the way to love mankind” (Journal of 
Discourses, Vol. 4, page 220). And what about the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre? In order to shield their church from criticism the Mormon 
press first sought to place the entire responsibility on the Indians, but 
when the truth was gradually forced home, they reluctantly conceded 
that John D. Lee and a few other lawless Mormons participated in the 
massacre. Under the direction of John D. Lee, a group of wagon train 
families, principally from Arkansas, was attacked by some 300 Indians 
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and 50 white men all well armed. Before the attack on Friday, Sept. 22, 
1857 these officials and members of the Mormon Church knelt down, 
arm-to-arm, and invoked the blessing of Almighty God on the act that 
was to be performed. When the immigrants accepted Lee’s promise to 
conduct them safely back to Cedar City, Utah, if they would give up 
their guns and surrender, about one hundred and twenty-seven men, 
women, and children were treacherously murdered in cold blood. Later 
Major Carleton of the U.S. Army erected a wood monument over the 
common grave with the words, “Vengeance is mine, and I will repay, 
saith the Lord.” Lee was tried for his part and executed by the U.S. 
Army on March 23, 1877. Lee had maintained that he was simply 
obeying orders. 

Those who base their faith on a man fall under the condemnation of the 
Lord! “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, 
and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth +om the 
Lord” (Jer. 17:5). Our faith dare never be founded upon man who is 
but dust and ashes, but rather upon the everlasting God and His Word 
of Truth, for “the Word of the Lord endureth for ever” (I Pet. 1:25). 
Thanks be to God that the true Lutheran Church declares, “We receive 
and embrace with our whole heart the Prophetic and Apostolic 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the pure clear fountain of 
Israel which is the only true standard by which all teachers and 
doctrines are to be judged” (Formula of Concord, Cont. Trig., page 
85 1). “The Word of God shall establish articles of faith and no one 
else, not even an angel” (Smalcald Articles, Cont. Trig. page 467). 

-M.L.N. 
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The Jewish Religion Denies the 
Triune God and Must Therefore be 

Regarded as a Heathen Religion 

The Roman Catholic church, as well as many modem protestant 
churches, are making overtures to the Jews with the possible end in 
view of joining with them in religious work and worship. Many so- 
called Christian denominations (among them, even some spiritually 
ignorant Lutherans) regard the Jews as God’s chosen people even today 
and that, as such, they are entitled to the land which God had promised 
them in the Old Testament Scriptures and which they now occupy in 
Israel and to whom our government is giving aid in the amount of 
billions of dollars per year. Such denominations generally teach that at 
C.hrist’s coming to establish His millennial kingdom His home base will 
be at Jerusalem and, with the Jews and Christians, He will rule the 
world for 1000 years of peace and tranquility. They develop all kinds 
of fanciful notions about Christ’s so-called Millennial Kingdom in 
which they believe that the Jews will play a very prominent part. And 
for this reason the congregations of such denominations cozy up to the 
Jews, have prominent Jewish Rabbis speak in their churches, cause 
their members ignorantly to look upon the Jews as a special people of 
God, and, of course, are very zealous in backing our nation’s support 
for the nation of Israel. 

What, however, are the facts in the light of Scripture? First of all, 
reference is often made to Bible passages which state, as in Romans 
11~26, that “al? Israel shall be saved. ” This reference refers neither to 
the Jews as a nation nor to Judaism as a religion, for here the Apostle 
Paul speaks only of true believers in Christ as the true children of 
Abraham and as the true Israel. (See: Romans 2:28; Romans 9:6; 
Romans 9:27ffi Galatians 3:7; Matthew 3:9; Luke 3:8; John 8:39.) 

Those who call themselves Christians commit the sin of syncretism 
(the joining together of Christians with the heathen in religious work 
and worship) when they join with the Jews in religious activities. One 
of the passages of Scripture which plainly forbids syncretism is found 
recorded in II Corinthians 6: 14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers, ” etc. The Jews neither regard nor worship the God 

60 



who has revealed Himself to us in the Bible as the true God and who 
declares in the First Commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before [instead of or beside] Me, ” no matter how much they use the Old 
Testament in the services in their synagogues or in their religious 
classes (see Acts 13:27). (Of course, neither do Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Mormons, Christian Scientists, Moslems, Unitarians or Universalists 
worship the true God even though they also use the Bible and claim to 
believe in the God who has revealed Himself to us on the pages of 
Scripture.) Such heathen religions do NOT believe in the Triune God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who has clearly revealed Himself to us in 
His Word. 

But there are those who claim that the Jews (many of whom refer to the 
Old Testament Scriptures as God’s Word and even use the King James 
version of the Old Testament) worship the true God because they claim 
that they, as descendants of Abraham, worship the same God whom 
they have always worshiped in Old Testament times; that their God is 
the “God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, ” (Exodus 3: 16) and they 
use Old Testament Bible passages with reference to Him and in their 
worship of Him - especially in their ancient Jewish confession, 
the “Shema Yisrael, ” which begins with the words, “Hear, 0 Israel: the 
Lord our God is one Lord, ” and is made up of three passages from the 
Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 6:49; 11: 12-2 1; and Numbers 15:37-4 1). 
The Jews, however, forsook the true God and “judged [themselves] 
unworthy of everlasting life ” (Acts 13:46) when they rejected their own 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, our Savior, for Jesus says, “All men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent Him, ” (John 5~23). 

But, in their defense of the Jews, there are those who point to the Old 
Testament and claim that it does not teach the Doctrine of the Trinity 
sufficiently clearly so as to be believed by the people of God in Old 
Testament times. It is true, of course, that the Doctrine of the Trinity is 
not as clearly set forth in the Old Testament and with as much evidence 
as it is set forth in the New Testament Scriptures. Yet, a close look at 
the Word of God in the Old Testament will bear witness to the fact that 
the Lord God revealed Himself just as certainly from the beginning as 
three distinct Persons in one divine Being. This is set forth in many 
clear passages throughout the Old Testament so that every true 
believing Christian should be convinced beyond the shadow of a doubt 
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that the Children of God in Old Testament times believed in and 
worshiped exactly the same God whom we also believe in and worship 
today - whom the Jews have rejected and kicked aside in their heathen 
unbelief. 

First of a& the true God refers to Himself as Elohim in the very first 
verse of the Bible and throughout Scripture. This Hebrew word is 
plural but its reference is to the ONE and ONLY true God who 
“created [a singular word in Hebrew] the heaven and the 
earth, ” (Genesis 1: 1) but who counsels with Himself in verse 26, 
saying, “Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR likeness” (see 
also: Genesis 3:22; 11:7), and yet elsewhere refers to Himself in the 
singular (“1”) as when He appeared to Moses in the burning bush or as 
“‘He, ” “Him, ” or “His ” throughout the Old Testament. 

Secondly, that God is one Being but three Persons is clear from Old 
Testament passages in which the Son is named as a distinct person (as 
“Lord” to whom the “Lord” speaks) as in Psalm 2:7; 45:6,7; and 
llO:l; the Holy Ghost is spoken of as “not always ” [striving] “‘with 
man ” in Genesis 6:3, as being “vexed” by Israel in Isaiah 63: 10, 
speaking through David in I Samuel 23:2, and creating man in Job 
33:4; and where all three persons are obviously being spoken of as in 
Genesis 1: 1,2 (God, the Spirit, and the Word by which all things were 
made); II Samuel 23~2 (the Spirit spoke, the Word was in the prophet’s 
mouth); Psalm 33:6 (the Word of the Lord is distinguished from the 
Breath of His Mouth); Isaiah 42:l (The Spirit is put upon Mj Servant, 
the Son; 48:12,13,16 (The Lord God and His Spirit sends the Son); 619 
(The Lord anointed the Son with the Spirit) and 63:8-10 (The Lord 
saved His people by the Angel of His Presence and the HoZy Spirit is 
vexed). That there are three Persons in God is evident from the fact 
that, in these and other passages, 1) Names by which only God is 
called, 2) Attributes which belong only to God, and 3) Works which 
only God can do, are predicated or ascribed to each of the three 
Persons. 

Thirdly, God is worshiped in a threefold manner as in the Aaronic 
Blessing (Numbers 6:24-26) in which His Name is placed upon the 
congregation of Israel, and in the “Thrice HOI,” (Trisagion) song of the 
angels in Isaiah 6:3. (See also: Daniel 9: 19; Isaiah 33 :22; Psalm 42: 1,2 
and Jeremiah 33:2) 
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FourthEy, the frequent reference to God and the “AngeE of the Lord” as 
two distinct persons, yet, one in essence, throughout the Old Testament 
Scriptures - ascribing to the “Angel of the Lord” deity and divine 
attributes, and also calling Him “the Angel of His Presence, ” and “the 
Messenger of the Covenant” is without doubt a reference to the Son of 
God, our Savior, who became a true man, and as God’s “Righteous 
Servant” fulfilled the Holy Law of God perfectly in our stead, and, as 
our Substitute, suffered the punishment of hell which we deserve by our 
sins. 

The believing Jews of Jesus’ time, for example, Zacharias, the father of 
John the Baptist, realized from the Old Testament Scriptures that the 
promised Messiah (Christ) is indeed the Son of God, one in Being and 
Essence with Jehovah, yet, distinct in Person. (Read his Benedictus in 
Luke 1:68-79.) (See also: John 1:41,45,47,49 where Nathanael, 
recognizing Jesus as the promised Christ, calls Him “the Son of God”; 
also Matthew 16: 16 where Peter calls Jesus “the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God! ” Martha confesses Jesus to be “the Christ, the Son of God, 
which should come into the world, ” (John 11127). The Lord Jesus was 
condemned of blasphemy by the Jews for making Himself “the Christ, 
the Son of God” (Matthew 26:63; Luke 22:67,70; John 19:7). The Lord 
Jesus Himself proves His deity by referring to the Old Testament in 
Matthew 22~41-46. 

Jesus tells the unbelieving Jewish religious leaders, who thought that 
they could be saved by their good works, to “search the [Old 
Testament] Scriptures ” properly “jk they are they which test($ of 
Me!” Peter stated in his sermon in the home of Cornelius in Caesarea, 
“To Him [Jesus] give all the prophets witness, that. through His name 
whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins!” (Acts 
10:43). And the Apostle Paul writes to Timothy that the Old Testament 
Scriptures, which he had known from childhood at the knees of his 
grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice, were able to make him “wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus, ” (II Timothy 
3:15). 

It is certainly clear from Scripture that no one has ever been saved who 
did not believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and in 
the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and only Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. The Old Testament believers believed in the same God and way 
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of salvation through Christ as we Christians of the New Testament, 
Romans 3:21-24 and Romans 493, which, we are sad to say, the Jews 
of today reject to their own destruction (II Peter 2: 1). To the Jews who 
have embraced a heathen, man-made religion and, yet, claim to follow 
the teachings of the Old Testament and worship the true God, we 
Christians must declare in the words of Stephen (Acts 7:5 l), “Ye 
stlfiecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. ” 

-P.R.B. 

The Anti-Trinitarian Jehovah’s Witnesses 

“The catholic [i.e. universal, Christian] faith is this, that we 
worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in unity, neither 
confounding the persons nor dividing the substance. ” 

-The Athanasian Creed 

When the members of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society refer to 
themselves as “Jehovah’s witnesses,” let no one be fooled! For they 
neither believe in, nor do they represent by their “witness,” the one true 
and living God, the Jehovah who reveals Himself to men in the Bible. 
And when they claim that the only source of their doctrine is the Word 
of God, “let no man deceive you with vain words ” (Ephesians 5:6a); for 
this cult denies the most fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith 
and patently ignores all the basic principles of Bible interpretation as it 
manipulates the Scriptures to suit its devilish agenda! Indeed, it has 
perverted the Scriptures in its so-called New World Translation (1950) 
and has conveniently re-cast them so as to make it appear that the Bible 
supports Watchtower doctrine and practice! 

This movement was initiated in 1872 by Charles Taze Russell, a 
Congregationalist layman, who took the Adventist views of the 
imminent second coming of Christ and the total annihilation of the 
wicked to a “creative” level of chiliasm that boggles the mind and 
defies the clear teachings of God’s Word! Russell was a bofd 
dispensationalist who divided history into three ages or “world$ in 
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each of which man is claimed to enjoy an opportunity to earn for 
himself eternal life by adherence to God’s Law. The first “world” was 
characterized by “happiness, peace, and blessedness” under God’s 
“theocratic” rule and the domination of the good angels. This “world” 
was destroyed by God in the Great Flood after Satan rebelled and 
seized control. The second “world” was ruled by Satan, who caused 
mankind to follow his evil leading and thus to join in his rebellion 
against Jehovah. Satan’s dominion ended in 19 14, when, according to 
Russell, God established the third “world” in which man now enjoys 
conditions that are more conducive to his earning favor with Jehovah 
God and the right to live in his “theocracy”. Russell was forced to 
make a kind of course correction in his time line when the “Great War” 
broke out in 1914 instead of the golden era of the “theocracy;” and he 
then taught that only the “invisible” aspect of the ‘“theocracy” was 
established at that time d heaven when Satan was cast out and was 
restricted to an earthly sphere of activity. This, of course, accounts for 
the fact that Satan, even in this new ,era, still wields tremendous 
influence among men using organized religions, commercial enterprise, 
and human governments as his weapons to undermine the influence of 
Jehovah God. The physical establishment of the glorious “third world” 
or millennium will be accomplished only after the battle of 
Armageddon, in which the honor of Jehovah God will be restored and 
Christ will strip Satan of his power, bind him forever, and for all 
practical purposes destroy him. 

After Russell’s death in 19 16, Joseph F. “Judge” Rutherford succeeded him. 
Due to the influence of Rutherford and, after 1942, his successor, Nathan H. 
Knorr, the teachings of the Watchtower Society underwent an adjustment of 
sorts and do not precisely follow anymore the pronouncements of Charles 
Taze Russell. In fact, the members of this cult do not appreciate being 
called “Russellites” after their founder. In 1918, they claim, Jesus “came to 
the temple of Jehovah” and about a year later began to reveal prophecies 
relating to “the kingdom” and to send out %itnesses” to preach the “good 
news” of Christ’s rule in heaven. Therefore since 193 1, they have preferred 
to be known as “Jehovah’s witnesses;” and they meet several times each 
week in local “Kingdom halls” to study Watchtower teachings and to plan 
and execute their zealous propaganda campaigns. Their headquarters in 
New York strictly controls their doctrine and practice, publishes profusely, 
and distributes millions of copies of The Watchtower magazine and of its bi- 
weekly “mission” tract entitled ‘:4wake! “. 
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As noted before, “Jehovah’s witnesses” deny just about every 
fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith. Yet, because of the limited 
scope of this present article, we shall concentrate on the cult’s anti- 
trinitarian views which, in and of themselves, definitively place it 
outside the pale of external Christendom. 

Lest there be any doubt as to whether this cult denies and opposes the 
doctrine of the Trinity, we let Joseph F. Rutherford speak for himself in 
the following quotation taken from his book, Riches, published in 1936: 

“The doctrine of the ‘trinity’ finds no support whatsoever in 
the Bible, but, on the contrary, the Bible proves beyond all 
doubt that it is the Devil’s doctrine, fraudulently imposed 
upon men to destroy their faith in Jehovah God and His 
gracious provision for the redemption and regeneration of 
the human race. Therefore it definitely appears that the 
doctrine of the so-called ‘holy trinity’ is another of Satan’s 
lies.” 

Rutherford objected to a “trinity” because of his false presumption that 
three pods are involved instead of one, and that such an idea flies in the 
face of such passages as Deuteronomy 6:4 ---“Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord 
our God is ONE Lord. ” Moreover, he denied the Biblical doctrine that 
the three persons in God are equal in essence and co-eternal, claiming 
that Scripture, properly translated, teaches no such thing. He also 
regarded as rank idolatry the Scriptural teaching that each person in the 
Godhead is the entire God, having the whole divine essence without 
division or multiplication. He, as did Russell, (and as his Watchtower 
Society still does today) leaned on the basic proposition that every 
passage of Holy Writ that “appears to” ascribe deny to Jesus Christ and 
to the person of the Holy Ghost has been deliberately mistranslated over 
the centuries (including the Greek Septuagint of the Old Testament 
Scriptures) to substitute such words as “God” and “Lord” for God’s 
only legitimate name, “Jehovah,” and that this accounts for passages 
that “seem” to call Jesus and the Holy Ghost “God” and “Lord”. They 
say that since Jesus and the Holy Ghost are NEVER called “Jehovah,” 
they cannot share with “‘Jehovah God” the obedience due to Him and to 
Him alone. Thus in the society’s New World Translation of the Bible 
(1950), such alleged “mistranslations” have been “corrected;” and all 
passages which support the doctrine of the Trinity, the deity of Christ, 
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the personality of the Holy Ghost, the immortality of the soul, the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, the punishment of the wicked, the 
existence of hell, and many other fundamental Christian doctrines, have 
been systematically revised and “tweaked” so as to support the very 
opposite views! 

Besides their outright rationalistic rejection of the very concept of the 
Trinity, “Jehovah’s witnesses,” as noted briefly above, pointedly attack 
the doctrine of the Trinity by denying a) the deity of Christ and b) the 
personality of the Holy Ghost. Some examples are worth noting: 

a) According to the Watchtower Society, Jesus Christ was Jehovah 
God’s preeminent creature, higher on the scale of created beings than 
any other’ but not God. When John writes in the first verses of his 
Gospel: “3~ the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word IVY God, ” the “witnesses” translate the latter clause: “.. . 
and the Word was a god, ” ironically confessing the very polytheism 
that they otherwise totally reject. They regard Jesus as partaking of 
Jehovah God’s “nature” but not of His essence, as being Jehovah God’s 
spokesman and chief executive officer in the “theocracy” and the first 
one really to understand Je’hovah. God’s “divine plan;” but they reject 
the idea that Jesus Christ is true God from all eternity, of one essence 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost. Jesus, they say, has existed since 
his creation in three different states: 1) Until His incarnation, Jesus 
Christ was the archangel Michael, a spirit being of the highest order, 
“orze of the chief princes ” (DanieI 10: 13). 2) He then experienced a 
“change of nature” and was incarnated and lived as a “perfect man” 
here on earth for thirty-three years, having relinquished altogether His 
“spirit nature.” Jesus didn’t “redeem” the world of sinners, say the 
“witnesses”; He “RANSOMED" it by His perfect obedience and earned 
for man “the right to live.” Because of His perfect obedience, Jehovah 
God offered Jesus immortality of the soul if He would sacrifice the life 
He earned and die as a sinner. Thus Jesus “ransomed” the world by 
paying the price that purchased for mankind the right to life (as did the 
144,000 saints who did likewise through their perfect obedience to 
Jehovah God’s “theocracy”). 3) Christ’s resurrection was not a bodily 
one, say the “witnesses,” but only a spiritual resurrection, Jehovah God 
having “disposed of’ Jesus’ body by “dissolving it into its constituent 
elements or atoms” (Watchtower, Sept., 1953). Jesus was again made 
into a spirit being, the archangel Michael, restored in an exalted state. 
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“With the voice of the archangel” (1 Thess. 4: 16)’ Jesus wiIt return 
triumphantly to establish the millennial rule of Jehovah God, say the 
“witnesses.” 

“Jehovah’s witnesses” thus deny that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
true God with the Father and the Holy Ghost, who became man 
(without forsaking His divine nature) and humbled Himself to be our 
substitute under God’s Law, kept the Law perfectly in our stead, and 
suffered and died in our place to redeem us from sin, death, and Satan. 
They deny that this vicarious atonement of Jesus Christ was sufficient 
to satisfy Divine justice, to propitiate God’s wrath against all sinners, 
and to earn God’s reconciliation of the world unto Himself and His 
justification of all men freely by His grace for Christ’s sake. 

b) The “witnesses” also deny the personality of the Holy Ghost. They 
hold Him to be merely “‘the invisible power of God” -an impersonal 
“force” like electricity, gravity, and atomic energy. They arrive at this 
conclusion rationalistically, of course’ not on the basis of Scripture. 
They claim that what John the Baptist said in Matthew 3: 11 concerning 
Jesus, namely: “He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, ” proves that 
the Holy Ghost is not a person because one cannot baptize with a 
“person,” neither can a “person” be “poured out” as was the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2; Joel 2:28). They dismiss out of hand all the 
passages that ascribe to the Holy Ghost the marks of personality, 
passages which teach that He speak;s (Acts 13 :2), that He teaches (John 
14:26), that He knows the future (Acts 2 1: 11); that He may be lied to 
(Acts 5:3) and be grieved (Eph. 4:30), that He prays for US (Romans 
8:27), and that He loves us (Romans 15:30). And they deny that the 
Holy Ghost IS TRUE GOD (cf. Acts 5:3-4)’ of the same divine essence as 
the Father and the Son, from eternity proceeding from both, and in time 
sent forth by both to sanctify the hearts of those who are to be saved. 

The approximately five million ( 1995) so-called “Jehovah’s witnesses” 
worldwide are “unlearned and unstable ” members of a dangerous non- 
Christian and anti-Christian cult who “wrest the Scriptures to their own 
destruction ” (II Peter 3: 16)’ couch their teachings in the “good words 
and fair speeches ” of Bible terminology (Romans 16: IS>, and 
copiously quote from Scripture -from their own deliberately perverted 
translation- to “deceive the hearts of the simple ” (Romans 16: 18). 
And they are “skilled” at what they, at the behest of Satan himself, do 
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to propagandize their soul-destroying errors! Let no one take them 
lightly or imagine them to be harmless, misguided Christians! They are 
dangerous zealots, misguided by choice, and are NOT CHRISTIANS in 
any sense of the word! Their anti-trinitarian teachings and beliefs 
place them outside the pale of Christendom, as we, by God’s grace, 
correctly confess in the Athanasian Creed: 

“Whoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary 
that he hold the catholic faith, which faith, except everyone 
do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish 
everlastingly. And the catholic faith is this, that we 
worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in unity, neither 
confounding the persons nor dividing the substance. . . . This 
is the catholic faith, which except a man believe faithfully 
andfirmly, he cannot be saved. ” 

-D.T.M. 
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Freemasonry and its 
Anti-Trinitarian Beliefs 

As we consider the Anti-Trinitarian religions, we must take the time to 
discuss the Lodge. The one most familiar to people is the Masonic 
Lodge, or Freemasonry. Most have heard of Freemasonry or, as they 
are commonly known, the Masonic Lodge, but would have difficulty 
explaining clearly what they believe or why the orthodox Lutheran 
church historically has forbidden its members to belong to this 
organization and others like it. Let us examine again the Masonic 
Lodge and its beliefs, in particular their Anti-Trinitarian beliefs, in 
order fully to understand the church’s clear Biblical stand against them. 

The Order of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons was organized as a secret 
society in London, England in 1717. Freemasonry was established to be a 
moral and religious institution, not founded on the Bible, nor any clear 
doctrine, but intended to be a universal religion upon which all men could 
agree. It is this religious character of Freemasonry that represents the 
Scriptural problem for the believer in Christ, for the Bible’s curse is upon 
any one who preaches “any other Gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached” (Gal. 123). In a typical lodge meeting, the Scriptures are 
read, prayers are spoken, and the Name of God is invoked, but the question 
becomes: To what god do the Masons pray, and whose name do they 
invoke in their religious gatherings? 

The Masons read from the Bible, God’s inspired Word (II Tim. 3: 16), at 
their meetings and consider it to be one of the “Lights of Mmonv,” but to 
them the Bible is but one of many “HoZy Books” which are not taken 
literally but used as mere symbolism. The Masonic Lodge places the Bible 
alongside the Muslim Koran, the Hindu writings, Buddhist teaching and 
other religious literature as equal in authority and truth. They do the same 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ, teaching that Jesus was a “‘revealer and 
pattern oftruth”, but He is not the Son of God, merely one prophet among 
many who have shown mankind the way to God throughout history. In 
Masonic teaching, Christianity, &rn, Buddhism, Judaism, etc. are all on a 
par with each other, while the Masonic Lodge stands for the universal, 
enlightened religion. 
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The rational religion of Freemasonry has its appeal, especially in a day 
when people ‘Will not endure sound doctrine” as Paul predicted (II 
Tim. 4:3), and when the teaching of “Universa1ism” (i.e. all religious 
roads lead to God) is so popular. The Masons offer their followers a 
religion of works and what could be described as an “everyone is right, 
no one is wrong”, “Tm okay, you %e okay “, “let’s just alI get along” 
religion. The natural man apart from Christ who lives in “enmity 
against God” (Rom. 8:7) delights in such a religion, for it requires no 
repentance from sin and faith in Christ and convinces him he can work 
his way to God by his own efforts. 

The god to whom the Mason prays and whose name he invokes in. his lodge 
meetings is not the God of the Bible. The God revealed in Scripture is the 
Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, (Matt. 28: 19,20; II Cor. 13: 14). 
Jesus commanded the church to baptize all nations “in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” He is one God, who is 
three distinct Persons, but one Divine essence. He will not tolerate anyone 
else to be honored as God in His place for He has commanded: “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). “The Lord, He is God; 
there is none else beside Him” (Deut. 4:35). In Isaiah He spoke: “I am 
the Lord: that is my Name: and my glory will I not give to another, 
neither my praise to graven images” (Isaiah 42:8). Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians that when men and women pray to other gods beside the true 
God, they pray and sacrifice to devils (I Cor. 10: 19,20). It is a dangerous 
thing to pray and worship a god other than the one true God revealed in 
Holy Scripture, and this is what one does when he prays to and invokes the 
name of the god of Freemasonry. 

John the Apostle wrote concerning the mystery of the Holy Trinity in John 
1: 1 referring to our Lord Jesus Christ as The Word: “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” In 
one of his epistles, John wrote: “For there are three that bear record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are 
one” (I John 5:7). The Christian does not believe the Words of Scripture 
are symbolic, but a true description of our God, and he bows his mind and 
heart to the doctrine of the Trinity and the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Concerning Christ’s coming to the earth as a man John wrote: ‘the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth” (John 1: 14). 
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Jesus, the Son of God who came to earth to redeem mankind from sin 
and reconcile us to God, is not merely a “revealer of truth among 
many”; He is the only-begotten Son, Co-Equal, Co-Eternal with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit in the Unity of the Trinity. He is: “God of 
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, being 
of one substance with the Father” (Mcene Creed). Jesus is more than a 
revealer of truth, He is truth incarnate, as He said to His disciples: “1 
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). He called anyone who attempted to come to 
God the Father apart from Him “a thief and a robber” (John 10: I). To 
teach that there are many roads to God is to deny the clear words of our 
Lord who denounced Universalism as a false doctrine. 

The Holy Scriptures expose Freemasonry to be antichristian and 
idolatrous for it refuses to honor the Son of God in His true identity. 
Jesus taught “that all men should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not 
the Father which hath sent him” (John 523). The one who claims to 
honor God the Father in Heaven apart from an equal honor being given 
to God the Son, his worship is dishonoring and blasphemous to the true 
God. Elsewhere Scripture records: “Whosoever denieth the Son, the 
same hath not the Father” (I John 2:23). And, “He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (I 
John 5: 12). 

The Bible could not be clearer regarding a person or group who denies 
Jesus Christ, the Divine Son of God, and the Holy Trinity; they have 
placed themselves outside the Christian Church and the salvation found 
only in Christ. The Athanasian Creed put it best: “Whosoever will be 
saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic faith. 
Which faith except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without 
doubt he shall perish everlastingly. And the catholic faith is this, that 
we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity. ” Such groups as 
deny this holy faith revealed to us in God’s clear and authoritative 
Word must be condemned by the Church as false prophets (Matt. 7: 15)’ 
as those engaged in the “unfruitful works of darkness” (II Cor. 6: 14- 
17)’ and ones to be avoided by the faithful believer in Christ (Rom. 
t6:17). 

In speaking about our duty toward those who teach contrary to the 
doctrine of Christ, John wrote in II John 9-l 1: “Whosoever 

72 



transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God 
speed; for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil 
deeds.” The Christian is to “mark and avoid” (Rom. 16: 17) all such 
false religion, for it has failed the test of true doctrine by its denial of 
the Triune God. 

May God keep us faithful to the doctrine of the Trinity, which teaches 
that God is one God, but three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
and that we are His dear children by faith in Christ. And may the 
Apostolic Benediction be ours: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all. Amen” (II Cor. 13: 14). 

-R.A.M. 

Around the World 

Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond Tutu will be among the seven 
international scholars who are gathering to explore the many faces of 
God. “How we think and talk about God is very much affected by the 
times in which we live,” said theologian Marcus Borg, who is 
organizing the conference at Oregon State University. Sponsored by 
OSU, the Trinity Institute in New York and the Chautauqua Institution, 
the two-day “God at 2000” conference . . . will represent the three major 
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Western religions -Islam, Judaism and Christianity. “Tutu will join 
Borg and five other religious scholars to describe how the image of God 
has changed with the enormous changes in culture, science and 
technology. “The factors that influence our perceptions of God are very 
different now than they were in the year 1000, and will be in the year 
3000,” said Borg, a best-selling author and professor at OSU. “Science, 
feminism, technology, religious pluralism, liberation theology, ecology 
and global awareness can significantly affect how individuals view 
God,” he said . . . Some of the key questions the conference will 
address: SHOW has science affected religion and the view of God? *Is 
God a distant creator active long ago, or is God very much present in 
today’s world? 4s God primarily a judge concerned with personal 
behavior, righteousness and deeds, or a liberator passionate about 
justice? 4s the sacred absent from nature, or is it part of it? (The 
Sunday Oregonian, Feb. 6’2000) 

The conference referred to has been given extensive news coverage. 
The opening address was given by Marcus Borg who declared that 
“the major task of Christians in the 21st century is to come to an 
enthusiastic and grateful acceptance of pluralistic religion.” 
Another speaker, Joan Chittister, a Benedictine nun and author, 
drew a standing ovation at the end of her talk about God as a 
“genderless concept.” The news media also reported that Rabbi 
Lawrence Kushner added a strong dose of humor to the conference 
while trying to define why mysticism is important to understanding 
God. All these so-called theologians offered their perspectives on 
God and His role and how we are to relate to Him in this 
millennium. According to news reports this conference has drawn 
over 1000 people. Just think! People will flock to such conferences 
which feature such philosophical gobble-dy-gook spun out of the 
heads of those who pawn themselves off as being so knowledgeable 
and who spew out their opposition to the Word of the almighty 
God. At the same time, however, such people avoid like the plague 
the truths of God’s precious inerrant Word of Truth. Such hearers 
remind us of the Athenians at the time of the Apostle Paul who 
“spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some 
new thing” (Acts 17:21). The Lord Jesus declares, “I am come a 
light into the world, that whosoever believeth on Me should not 
abide in darkness” (John 12:46). LJnfortunately so many love the 
darkness more than the light! (John 3:19). Only those whom the 
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Holy Spirit has called out of darkness into His marvelous light (I 
Pet. 2:9) know that the entrance of God’s Word gives light (Ps. 
119:130) and shines the way through this troubled world to the 
everlasting light of eternal day! 
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REV. ROSS A. MAHAN, Pastor REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
2175 Pioneer Drive 483 Tangent Street 
Jackson, MI 49201 (517) 750-3946 Lebanon, OR 97355 (541) 258-2947 

GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 
Worship Service ..m.......*.............*.. 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School and Bible Class . . . . . . . . . 11:15 a.m. 
REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618 

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5605 Windsong Drive 
Windcrest, TX 78239 (210) 650-9053 
Worship Service . . . . ..*....................... 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School and Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . 11:OO a.m. 
REV. E. R. STALLINGS, Pastor 
I 10 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, TX 78218 (210) 656-2125 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
55th Ave. S & S. Fountain St. 
Seattle, WA 98178 (206) 723-l 078 
Sunday School and Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service .*..,........*........*..... lo:30 a.m. 
REV. PAUL R. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
9658 - 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118 (206) 723-7418 

Note: Services are also held every Sunday evening 
in Victoria, British Columbia. Please call the Pastor 
for current location. 
Bible Class ..,,..*...........,...,..**.......*. 4:30 p.m. 
Worship Service .*.*..,,....,..,.....*......,. 7:oo p.m. 
Bible Class .*.........*......,................. 8:30 p.m. 

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171 st Place 
Oak Forest, IL 60452 (708) 532-4288 
Sunday School and Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:3D a.m. 
Worship Service . . . . . ..a.................... lo:00 a.m. 
REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452 (708) 532-9035 

Note: Services are also held each Sunday in our 
Midland, Michigan chapel at the Ramada Inn, 1815 
South Saginaw Road: 
Sunday School and Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..a........... 7:30 p.m. 

ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service ,..,..*..................... 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School and Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . 11:15 a.m. 
REV. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
420 Park Avenue 
Wilmot, SD 57279 (605) 938-4710 

E-MAIL DIRECTORY 

Rev. Paul R. EIloedel......stlukeQconnectexpress.com 
Rev. Mark W. Dierking . . . . . . . . ...*..... dierking@tnics.com 
Rev. Ross A. Mahan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rmahan@voyager.net 
Rev. David T. Mensing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . peace@orbitel.com 
Rev. M. L. Natterer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mlnatterer@dnc.net 
Rev. E. R. Stallings . . . . . . . . . . . stallings@freewwweb.com 


