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To set forth in simple and plain lan- 

guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church in 
full accordance with the Book of 
Concord of 1580 and the Brief 
Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to believe 
and how, out of love for their Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church, but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ack- 
nowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 

To show that we do not have 
among us a mixture of divergent 
teachings but that we are “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern phil- 
osophical thought and the so-called 
scientific theories which contradict the 
Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word 
of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and 
in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

To expose false teaching and prao 
tice wherever it makes its appearance 
and to keep abreast of the current 
happenings in the church and among the 
nations as signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not 
aware and which has been called to our 
attention. Also to clarify any information 
or statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 
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Ash Wednesday ushered in the Lenten. Season. It has been a 
long-standing custom in .our Lutheran Church that special services are 
conducted in which the intense suffering and death of Jesus is presented 
to us so plainly. Each agonizing detail presented to us in Holy Writ 
reveals the depth of Jesus’ love for us sinners. We must confess with 
Paul Gerhardt, ““I caused Thy grief and sighing” . . . “‘Tis I who should 
be smitten” (TLH 171). 0 what love beyond all comprehension! ‘He 
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows . . . He was woundedfor 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities” . . . (Is. 53145). 
Without any hesitation we should gladly and willingly take advantage 
of this additional opportunity to meditate upon the bitter sufferings and 
death of our dear Savior and pray that this message may enkindle in us 
a more fervent desire to show our love for Him who first loved us. 

Turning to the Gospel of St. Matthew we observe how the Lord Jesus 
spoke so plainly to His disciples concerning His suffering and death. 
“From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that 
He must go unto Jerusalem, and su#er many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third 
day ” (162 1). When the Apostle Peter heard this concerning the 
suffering and death of Jesus His Master, he was terrified. He could not 
understand that Jesus should suffer and die. Peter paid no attention to 
the fact that Jesus had also spoken of His resurrection. The words, 
%u#er ” . . . “be killed” hit him with full force and he sought to restrain 
Jesus. “Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it 
far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee” (v. 22). Peter took 
offense at the words of Jesus, but “Jesus turned, and said unto Peter, 
Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offence unto Me: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men ” (v. 
23). Obviously the disciples had all manner of earthly thoughts of 
Christ and His Kingdom (see also Acts 1:6). Instead of a great 
deliverance from the Roman oppressors and the restoration of Israel and 
its glory under David and Solomon, they hear the plain words from the 
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lips of the Savior, the Son of Man . . . “must suffer . . . and be killed. ” 
Such statements simply did not fit in with their fleshly ideas. 

The Cross of Christ is an offense to all men by nature. That Jesus was a 
great prophet who taught people by His words and example what they 
must do to “work” their way into heaven - that is readily but tragically 
believed by ever so many. Even the Mohammedans acknowledge Jesus 
as a great prophet. But that Jesus is the Son of God, equal with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, that He came into the world to save all 
mankind by His substitutional suffering and death, that in Him alone 
there is salvation, that no one can come unto the Father but by Him who 
alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life - there the depravity of sinful 
man rears its ugly head and defiantly labels it as ridiculous and 
offensive. Indeed, “for the preaching of the Cross is to them that perish 
foolishness . . . But we preach Christ cruc$ed, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness ” (I Cor. 1: I 8ff). 

B-ut in this Cross of Christ there is salvation for all men. This was the 
purpose for which Christ had come into the world. And God’s way to 
salvation is by way of the Cross of Christ! Jesus had told Nicodemus in 
the very beginning of His public ministry, “And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up: that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal Eife “, 
and as John reiterates, “he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3: 14,15,36). 

This is the plain speaking and preaching that we are privileged to hear 
from the mouths of our pastors whom the Holy Spirit has made the 
overseers of our local congregations to feed the flock with plain 
speaking, “not with enticing words of man’s wisdom . . . that your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (I Cor. 
2:4,5). Hence we hear the thunderbolts of the Law hit us from the 
pulpit, “thou art the man. / ” (II Sam. 12:7) to show us our real condition 
before God whom we have so grievously offended with our sins. 
Realizing that we neither can save ourselves nor even atone for a single 
sin, we then are constrained to confess with the prophet, “Our iniquities 
are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the 
heavens ” (Ezra 9:6). 

Ah what joy then to hear from our called ministers of Christ “the 
wisdom of God” in such plain and simple language! *‘God was in 
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Christ, reconciling the world unto Himseg not imputing their 
trespasses unto them ” . . . ‘yor He hath made Him, who knew no sin, to 
be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him ” (II Cor. 5: 19,21). And he who takes refuge in this precious Cross 
of Christ and His redemption has the assurance from the lips of the 
almighty Son of God, “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven 
thee” (Matt. 9:2). Now we can sing, “In the Cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of sacred story Gathers 
round its head sublime” (TLH 354). For every true child of God 
through faith in Christ this Cross now becomes a precious symbol to us. 
It reminds us of Him who was crucified that we might be delivered 
from sin, death, and eternal damnation. No wonder our Lutheran 
Church, while condemning the superstitious abuse of the Cross, has ‘still 
retained its proper use as a gesture of remembrance in our public 
worship services and in our homes. What comfort for our souls in the 
hour of our death to be able to plead with the hymn writer, “Hold Thou 
Thy cross before my closing eyes, Shine through the gloom, and point 
me to the skies” . . . (TLH 552). 

M.L.N. 
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Word of God. 

Only 5.00 per year! 
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We are so very blessed in this day of grace to have the Holy Scriptures, 
for in them we have revealed our Lord Jesus Christ, and are enabled to 
read of His life on this earth. In Matthew’s Gospel chapter 21, we read 
of Jesus about to enter the city of Jerusalem, the place where He faced 
the greatest hostility and hatred toward His ministry, yet the city that 
was the object of Christ’s great compassion. Our Lord.% compassion 
for this reprobate city was revealed as He wept over Jerusalem, even as 
He foresaw the coming destruction of the city by the Roman armies in 
A.D. 70. Christ knew that in a few years the city would be judged by 
God and destroyed because of its unbelief and rejection of the Messiah 
(Luke 19:41-44). 

The compassion of our Lord was further demonstrated in His lament 
over Jerusalem in Matthew 23:37. He expressed how often He had 
desired to save Israel and to “have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not.” Let these words of Jesus ever put to rest the false notion 
that Christ did not desire the salvation of the entire world and did not 
redeem all of mankind by His death. The reason for the lost condition 
of these Jews was not because God did not seek, desire, and accomplish 
their salvation, but because they stubbornly refused His offer of 
forgiveness. Jerusalem was the city that had often killed the prophets 
that were sent unto her. Jesus in His Triumphal Entry would enter this 
city one last time to offer Himself to them as their Messiah-King, even 
though He knew they were going to reject Him and put Him to death in 
a few days as Scripture had prophesied. In our Lord’s entrance into 
Jerusalem we notice: I. The Scriptures fulfilled; II. The Lowly 
Savior-King; III. The servants of the King by grace. 

I. 
Today let us accompany our Lord and His disciples in the Scriptures as 
they travel “up to Jerusalem” in order that 66all things that are 
written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man shall be 
accomplished” (Luke 18:3 1); namely, His death on the cross for 
sinners, and His resurrection from the dead on the third day. As we 
travel with our Lord and His disciples to Jerusalem, we stop over at 
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Bethphage, near the Mount of Olives, where our Lord sends two of His 
disciples into the village to secure a young colt for Him to ride upon. In 
this incident, as in all of Jesus’ life, we see Him fulfilling the 
Scriptures in every detail as He promised in Matthew 5: 18: “For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled”; for “the 
scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35b). 

In this instance, our Lord was fulfilling the words of Zechariah 9:9, 
which prophesied that the Messiah would come to the Daughter of Zion 
as a King: “Behold thy King cometh unto thee, meek and sitting 
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass? The writers of the New 
Testament were led back to these prophecies in the Old Testament, and 
the Holy Spirit revealed to them that the things that were done in the 
life of our Lord were not coincidence, but were in direct fulfillment of 
the inspired Word of God given many years in the past. Truly, holy 
men of God had spoken in the Old Testament as they were moved by 
the Holy Spi.rit, and the disciples were witnessing the very fulfillment 
of Prophetic Scripture before their eyes. 

II. 
Christ came as our Messiah-King fulfilling the Old Testament 
prophecies, yet how different was this King from other monarchs. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ came to His people meek and lowly, even as He 
invited sinners unto Himself in Matt. 11:28,29: “Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” He was our King and also our 
Savior who, in His humiliation and His perfect obedience for us in His 
life and death, and by the complete payment for our sins, secured a 
pl.ace for us in His kingdom. Our Lord Jesus Christ as King rules over 
the hearts of believers through the Gospel which subdues their hearts 
and turns rebels into loving worshipers. This Savior-King comes to us 
today by the precious means of grace, offering Himself to us in the 
Gospel, and by this means, changes our hearts so that we in love and 
faith willingly bow the knee to His rule, and worship Him as the Divine 
Son of God. 

We watch as our Lord, having secured the colt, rides triumphantly 
toward Jerusalem, the place of His death, and we see the crowds as they 
spread their garments and branches in the way crying, “Hosanna to the 
son of David; Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest” (v. 9). This was how our Lord deserved to be 
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treated when He came to His own in Jerusalem (John 1: 1 I), for He was 
their Creator and King. The pride and hostility of the Jews kept them 
from receiving the one sent to them, for to receive Him one must also 
be of lowly heart in repentance and faith. The pride that keeps a man 
from believing in Jesus Christ manifests the natural condition of all 
mankind, Jew and Gentile alike, for Scriptures tell us that we are by 
nature at “enmity against God;” and are “not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7). Men do not like to hear 
about their true condition in sin. Indeed by nature we are no better than 
the Jews of Jesus’ day, and except for God’s grace, we too would have 
rejected our Savior in stubborn unbelief. 

III. 
The Lord Jesus Christ by the Gospel works within the believer a heart 
of lowliness that bows before Christ. This heart is the basis of our 
service to Him. Christ is our King, and we have been made by grace 
His faithful servants who delight to serve Him in everything. The 
very first thing that the Word of God does, by means of the Law, is to 
show the sinner his sins, pronouncing upon him the wrath of God. The 
Law will reveal to him that there is no place for pride and arrogance 
before God, for we deserve hell, and apart from Christ, that is where we 
would all end up. The Law condemns us all, and has no power to 
justify in the least; therefore, the Law without the Gospel simply leads 
us to despair and terror before God. The humbling work of the Law is a 
vital work in preparing us to hear the good news of the Gospel. 

Thanks be to God, the Word of God reveals more than His Law, for it 
also proclaims the Gospel, and there we see our Savior, meek and 
lowly, dying for our sins, and redeeming us to God by His blood.’ 
When by the Law one is convicted of his sins, the Gospel then comes to 
give him faith, and to work within him a lowly heart filled with love 
and gratitude to Christ for the salvation He has provided. The Christian 
does not have to be coerced to obey His Lord, for the love of Christ 
constrains him (II Cor. 5:14), motivating him to obedience, and 
providing by the Holy Spirit in the Word of God, the power to “will 
and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil. 2: 13). 

As we continue to travel with our Savior on the road to Jerusalem 
during this Holy Week, we realize that we too must bear our cross with 
Him. In Matthew 1624 we read Christ’s words concerning those who 
would be His disciples: “If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” Likewise, in Luke 
14:27 Jesus says, “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come 
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after me, cannot be my disciple”. In the interest of bearing our 
crosses, we follow Jesus to Jerusalem and to His death on the cross. As 
we behold Jesus on the cross, we rejoice in what His death 
accomplished, the full payment of our sins. Knowing by faith that our 
sins are forgiven, we now gratefully serve Jesus with our whole lives 
and willingly and cheerfully bear our crosses. 

The Apostle Paul wrote concerning this change of heart in the believer: 
“He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose 
again? (II Cor. 5: 15) The Gospel works within us a desire to live for 
Christ our Savior and not for ourselves. He who saved us will lead us 
to the Heavenly Jerusalem, our eternal home in Heaven. And as we 
travel here below, we happily praise and exalt His Name by our heart 
and words, and serve Him with our lives, joyfully proclaiming, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David; Blessed is He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord,” 

The purpose of this Holy Season of Lent is to be renewed and refreshed 
spiritually by means of meditating anew upon our Savior’s Passion. By 
doing so, we in effect return to our Baptism wherein we died to sin and 
rose again to newness of life. “Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life.” (Romans 6:4) In lowliness of heart, being mindful of what 
Christ bore for us, we bow before Him in joyful worship and serve Him 
our Savior-King. May God cause this to be true in our lives so that we 
might sing with the hymnwriter: 

Hosanna in the highest! That ancient song we sing, 
For Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of Heaven our King, 

May we ever praise Him with heart and Eife and voice 
And in His blissful presence eternally rejoice. 

(TLH 161) 
R.A.M. 
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“And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them 
that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of 
the money changers, and the seats of them that sold doves, and 
said unto them, ‘It is written, my house shall be called the house 
ofprayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. “’ -Matt. 21:12- 
13 

On the Savior’s way to Golgotha to suffer and die for mankind’s sin, an 
event happened that was very much repulsive to .Him. In the weeks 
before the first Good Friday and Easter, Christ had been staying with 
His friends in Bethany just outside Jerusalem. On the Sunday before 
the first Easter, He had made a triumphal ride into Jerusalem on the 
back of a donkey at which time many of the people hailed Him the 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. Some had not made that confession 
previously because they feared the high priests and members of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin which had threatened such confessors with 
excommunication. However, it was easier at this time to make that 
confession together with a great multitude than it had been individually, 
so supporters of Christ seemed large on the first Palm Sunday. 

It is likely that the Savior returned to Bethany for the night, but the next 
day found Him again in Jerusalem, this time at the temple. And it was 
there that He encountered a repulsive scene. From Old Testament times 
the Hebrew people, according to God’s commands, had brought 
sacrifices of animals to the temple; the blood of such sacrifices 
prefiguring the blood that Christ would pour out on Golgotha for 
mankind’s sins. Originally, each person who wanted to take a sacrifice 
to the temple would take an animal from his own herd or flock. But, in 
due time, a change was made, chiefly due to the many restrictions 
concerning the fitness of the various animals. The Jewish officials in 
Jerusalem took advantage of the situation by starting up a market at the 
temple gates and in the temple courts. They could guarantee that all the 
bullocks, sheep, goats, doves, etc. would measure up to the standard of 
Levitical purity. And since this business involved a good deal of 
money changing, a formal bank business had developed within a 
stone’s throw of the holy place. 
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You can imagine what the scene was like when Christ entered the 
temple! The sounds of all the animals, the cry of the vendors, the 
clinking of money - all this in the place that was to be sacred in the 
sight of God. And, of course, the priests were often deriving benefit 
from this arrangement by drawing a goodly percentage from the 
concessions. So you had commercialism in the Church that you would 
think could hardly be duplicated! 

Is it any wonder that the holy and righteous Son of Man and Son of God 
was outraged at the sight of this blasphemous commercialism? This 
outrage was holy, righteous anger. Fully justified were His actions - 
roughly pushing aside and throwing out the merchants and knocking 
down the tables of the petty bankers and traders in animals; reminding 
the people of the words of the prophets in Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 
7: 11, which read, “My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye 
have made it a den of thieves. ” Of course, these actions did not make 
Christ popular with the chief priests and other leaders of the people, nor 
with many of the people who had hailed Him the prophet of Nazareth 
the day before, but Christ’s actions were necessary to protect the honor 
and integrity of a holy God, His Word, and His Church. What the 
leaders of Jerusalem and the temple were doing was just what Christ 
said it was - making the house of God a den of thieves. Christ the just 
and righteous God could not and did not close an eye to such contempt 
for the house of God. 

We have said that the commercialism that was perpetrated in the temple 
at that time could hardly be duplicated. But it has been in many 
different ways. It is common today for many churches to have bake 
sales, bazaars, white-elephant sales, car washes, and various kinds of 
dinners for the general public. And what is the usual goal of such 
activities? - to make money. And many, especially those outside the 
church, who will buy the various goods offered will not have the proper 
motivation for giving to the Lord and to the Church, which is love for 
God out of gratitude for what He has done for them in saving them 
from their sins. And when the proper motivation is not present, the 
donation is an abomination to God. He rejects it, even as Christ 
rejected the money changers and commercialism in the temple in the 
first holy week. 

A greater example of temple or church misuse prevalent today is the 
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failure to use God’s house to preach the Word in all its truth and purity. 
Where the beauty of the church, its furnishings, its music, or the 
charisma of its leaders, or those things that are entertaining, become the 
chief attraction rather than the pure teachings of God’s Word, there you 
have the grossest abuse of the temple or church. 

Thus, when God’s Word is taught in its truth and purity, God gives us 
many spiritual blessings through regular worship in His house. 
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, “For as the rain cometh down, 
and the snow porn heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater: so shall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which 1 please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it. ” (Isaiah 55: 1 O-l 1) Thus, our souls should long for the courts of the 
Lord (Psalm 84:2) and be glad when we go into the house of the Lord 
(Psalm 122: 1). 

D.G.R. 
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“Christ our Passover is sacriJicedfor us. ” 
-1 Corinthians 5:7b 

As Jesus and His disciples were returning to Judea from the province of 
Perea “beyond Jordan” (Matthew 19: 1) and had come as far as 
Jericho, the Savior specially took them aside from the multitudes and 
explained to them in detail what lay ahead for Him in the city of 
Jerusalem. The sacred prophecies concerning His suffering and death 
were about to be fulfilled, Jesus told them; and His vicarious atonement 
for the sins of the world would soon be accomplished. We find this 
poignant and detailed description in the Gospel accounts of Matthew 
(20: 17-19), Mark (10:32-34), and Luke (18:3 l-34). We also know, 
particularly from Luke’s account (v. 34), that the disciples did not truly 
understand and appreciate this advance notice of what was to come, 
even though they had been well aware for some time of the hatred of 
the Jewish leaders for Jesus and of their ongoing plot against Him (John 
11.~8). But then neither did the real significance of Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem dawn on them until much later (John 12: 16). 
Indeed the shouts of “Hosanna!” and the words “Blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord!” from the last part of the Hallel, the 
song of praise from Psalm 118 that was sung at the butchering of the 
Paschal lamb and in the eating of the .Passover meal, were prophetic in 
and of themselves; for the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29) was about to be 
offered, of whi.ch the Old Testament sacrifice was only a type. And 
Jesus’ words, though their true meaning had been “hid jkom 
them” (Luke 18:34), cast a pall of impending tragedy upon the mood of 
the disciples as they looked forward to the otherwise festive Passover 
observance just ahead. 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, as the Passover 
festival was also called (Exodus 12: 17, Matthew 26: 17, etc.), the 14th 
day of the month of Nisan, Jesus sent Peter and John into Jerusalem to 
make preparations for the Passover meal which He intended to celebrate 
one last time with His disciples. The Lord, according to His divine 
omniscience and providence, had already seen to it that a suitable 
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location would be available, “the guestchamber” in a certain house, 
which was “a large upper room furnished andprepared” (Mark 14: 12- 
16) for the purpose. The furnishings. no doubt included the traditional 
Passover table surrounded by low couches on which dinner guests 
traditionally reclined, all the necessary dishes for the setting of the 
table, and perhaps even the staple foods that were to be served (with the 
exception of the Passover lamb itself); and the room had been 
“prepared” in advance of their arrival, with the search for and removal 
of any stray “leaven ” or leavened bread (Exodus 12: 19) already having 
been completed, presumably by the host, the night before or at least by 
noon on the 14th. The two disciples then had to fight the crowds in and 
around the Temple to procure a properly selected and Levitically 
inspected lamb that met the requirements of the Lord in Exodus 12:3-5, 
and they had to slaughter this lamb publicly in the Temple early “in the 
evening” (v. 6), aided by the priests, who caught the blood in basins 
and deposited it on the great Altar of Burnt Offerings. During the 
ongoing slaughter of hundreds and even thousands of lambs, the 
“.HaZZeZ” was sung by the Levites, with certain lines repeated by the 
worshipers as a kind of refrain. After the lamb had been dressed and 
cleansed, and the inedible parts had been removed to the altar for 
burning, Peter and John brought the carcass down from the Temple 
Mount to the house where Jesus and the rest of the disciples met them 
later that evening. There the lamb was roasted according to the Lord’s 
regulation in Exodus 12, and the table was spread also with the other 
specified ingredients of the supper: Unleavened loaves (flat “boards”) 
of bread [mazoth], signifying the haste with which the Children of 
Israel left Egypt in the Exodus; bitter herbs [mahrohr] reminiscent of 
the bitter bondage they served under Pharaoh; and a sauce of finely 
chopped apples, raisins, nuts and cinnamon [charoseth] symbolizing the 
mortar used in the building of Pharaoh’s cities. There was also a 
ceremonial wine goblet on the table which was filled and passed around 
on three specific occasions during the service [Seder], or there were 
three separate cups serving the same purpose without one having to be 
refilled. (A fourth cup seems to have been added somewhat later.) 
Grape wine was used, made from “the fruit of the vine ” (Luke 22: 18), 
and it was commonly mixed two-to-one with water. 

The purpose of the first Passover was sacramental, in that the blood of 
the Paschal lamb painted upon the doorposts of their houses saved the 
Children of Israel from the angel of death in the Tenth Plague upon 
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Egypt. It was the God-appointed seal of His grace toward them, with 
His own promise of deliverance attached to it. And the benefit was 
received by faith, by confidence in the surety of God’s promise, which 
faith the people showed by displaying the blood on their houses. And 
the perpetuation of that sacramental act was ordained by the Lord 
Himself through Moses in Exodus 12: 14, namely, that “this day shall 
be unto you for a memorial; and ye shaZZ keep it a feast to the Lord 
throughout your generations ” -not merely for the purpose of 
“remembering” a historical occurrence, but for the purpose of 
“telling” (Haggadah) or proclaiming the grace of God sealed to Israel 
in that sacrament and of remaining in the grace of God by faith in His 
mercy. 

The sacrifice of the Paschal lamb was also (and primarily) “a shadow 
of things to come, . . . the body [bei@ of Christ” (Colossians 2: 17). 
The Old Testament Scriptures are full of images which refer to the 
sacrificial lambs offered by God’s people as types or pictures of “the 
Lamb of God” (John 1:29), whose holy, precious blood, “painted,” as it 
were, on the doorposts of the believer’s heart, saves him from the angel 
of eternal death (Romans 5:8-9), “J3r even Christ our Passover is 
sacrzfzced fir US ” (I Corinthians 5:7). The inseparable connection 
between the Paschal lambs of the Old Testament and Christ, the 
“Passover” of the New Testament, is established beyond any doubt, 
not only by that statement of the Apostle Paul “in the words . . . which the 
HoZy Ghost teacheth” (I Corinthians 2: 13), but even by the description 
of the lamb to be used in the Passover, a lamb “... without blemish, a 
male of the Jirst year, . ..neither shall ye break a bone thereof’ (Exodus 
12:5 and 46) and the revelation of the antitype by the Apostle Peter (I 
Peter 1: 18-19): “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things . . . but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot, who veriZy was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manjfest in these last times for you 
who by Him do believe in God. ” 

Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ, in perfect obedience to the Law for our 
sakes (Romans 5: 19, etc.) celebrated the Old Testament Passover for 
the last time “the same night in which He was betrayed” because that 
symbolic imagery was now to give way to the true, and there would no 
longer be any need for “a shadow of things to come, ” since “the body 
is of Christ, ” God’s Messiah, the Anointed One, “whom God hath set 

39 



forth to be a propitiation through faith in HIS blood” (Romans 3 ~25). 

On the Passover table had been three loaves or sheets of unleavened 
bread at the outset. The sheet in the center had been divided in half, 
according to the Passover liturgy, and half had been set aside as a kind 
of dessert or “after-dish” [Aphikomen] to be eaten at the end of the 
meal, after which nothing else was to be eaten. The rest of the bread 
was consumed during the meal itself. Having ‘ffulfiled the Law-” by 
completing the Passover meal as it had been instituted, the Lord Jesus 
“took bread ” -presumably of the Aphikomen left over from the 
Paschal supper- “and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, 
saying: ‘This is My boa!y which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me. “’ Note that the roasted meat which they had 
consumed before had not been “symbolic” of a lamb’s body; it was of a 
lamb’s true body. Likewise Jesus gave to His disciples not bread 
“symbolic” of His body, but bread which He Himself said ‘IS My 
body. ” [The ridiculous claim that Jesus did not use the word “is ” in the 
Aramaic of the Hebrew language-which He no doubt spoke in the 
presence of His disciples- is of no consequence to us, since the Greek 
word “is” constitutes an undisputed part of the text and, as the word 
which the Holy Ghost Himself gave to the writers, it indicates not only 
what Jesus meant, but what He said, even though the word in Aramaic 
is only “understood”.] “This do, ” as the replacement of the old 
ordinance, “in remembrance, ” not of the Paschal lamb of the Exodus 
from physical bondage to Pharaoh, but “of ME;” the Paschal Lamb of 
fulfillment, who “through death.. . destroy[ed] him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil [the angel of eternal death], and deZiver[ed] 
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
[spiritual] bondage ” (Hebrews 2: 14-15). 

‘&Likewise [He took] also the cup after supper” (Luke 22) -after He 
had fulfilled the ordinance of the Passover supper- the third cup on 
the table, the Kiddush cup or “cup of blessing” as St. Paul calls it (I 
Corinthians 10: 16), over which the final blessing or thanksgiving of the 
Passover meal was offered, “saying: ‘This cup is the new testament” - 
the testament or covenant of fulfillment rather than of prophecy- “in 
My blood, ” the blood of Christ, who “ofired Himself without spot to 
God” (Hebrews 9: 14), the blood “which is shed for you, ” and Matthew 
adds, ‘ffor the remission of sins, ” the blood of Him “whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in Hk blood” (Romans 
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3 :25). “This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me” (I 
Corinthians 11:25), not in remembrance of a lamb, or a symbol, or a 
token, or a gesture, but in proclamation of “the Lord’s death, til He 
come” (v. 26). Thus we confess with Luther concerning this blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar: “It is the true body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat and 
to drink, instituted by Christ Himself.” 

Still then to celebrate the Passover of the Old Testament, as if the New 
Testament of fulfillment had not replaced it, as if the blood of animal 
sacrifices still pointed ahead to that which has not yet been 
accomplished, as if “the blood of bulls and of goats, ” yea, as if the 
blood of a Paschal lamb, were of any significance whatsoever for our 
deliverance from slavery to sin, from bondage to Satan, and from the 
fear of death into the “promised land” of heaven, would be to desecrate 
the “one offering” whereby Christ “perfected forever them that are 
sanct@ed” (Hebrews 10: 14). 

Nay rather, let us rejoice in the victorious cry, “Christ our Passover is 
sacr&ed for us, ” the declaration of the Lamb of God from His cross of 
agony: “It is finished!” or, more precisely from the Greek of the text 
for our enduring comfort and assurance: “‘It stands accomplished!” 
For with the flawless prophetic perspective afforded by God’s Holy 
Spirit, Isaiah saw it, as if it had already occurred -still in the time of 
the Old Covenant- the “Lamb without blemish and without spot” 
having vicariously suffered in our place the wages of sin and having 
laid His all-sufficient atonement before God as payment-in-full for our 
transgressions: %‘ureZy He hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows . . . He was woundedfor our transgressions; He was bruisedfor 
our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are healed... For He was cut oflout of the land of the 
living; for the transgression of my peopZe was He stricken. . . . He had 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth; yet it pEeused 
the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grie$ . . . He shall see the 
travail of His soul and shall be satisfied; by His knowledge shall my 
righteous Servant just@ many; for He shall bear their 
iniquities. ” (Isaiah 53) 

No wonder the Lord Jesus Himself revealed to His servant, John, in a 
prophetic vision the joyful song of praise that even the angels of heaven 
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shall sing to the Lamb of God, even though they, as sinless beings, had 
no personal need of His atoning sacrifice: “Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, and glory, and bEessing! ” (Revelation 5 : 12). 

Indeed what a priceless boon we have in the Holy Supper of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Supper of Fulfillment! For in, with, and under the 
bread still present in that Holy Sacrament, Christ gives us in a 
supernatural manner His true body to eat with our very mouths; and in, 
with, and under the wine still present in the Sacrament, He gives us to 
drink of His true blood-not as mere symbols of the sacrifice He laid 
down at the bar of divine justice in our place, but the very body slain 
and the very blood shed for us ‘@r the remission of sins! ” 

Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, 
Whom God so@eeZy gave us! 

He died on the accursed tree- 
So strong His love! -to save us! 

See, His blood doth mark our door! 
Faith points to it, Death passes o ‘er, 

and Satan cannot harm us! 
Hallelujah! 

(Martin Luther in TLH, 195,3) 

-D.T.M. 
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No one doubted that Jesus of Nazareth was dead - neither His enemies 
nor .H.is friends. But the enemies of the Lord Jesus took no chances. 
They insisted that Pontius Pilate put armed soldiers to stand guard over 
the tomb in >order that no one might steal the body and then decei.ve the 
people by saying that Jesus had risen. Pilate had the tomb sea.led so 
carefully that if the stone were moved the slightest, it would 
immediately be detected by the Roman sol.diers. The enemies rejoiced 
because the one whom they hated now lay dead and buried. But the 
hearts of Jesus’ followers were filled with great sorrow because the one 
whom they loved and on whom they ha.d built their hope now lay dead 
in the tomb. The joy of the enemies of Christ and the sadness of His 
followers soon changed. And what was the reason for this change? 
The message of the angel, “Fear not ye: S fbr I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. He is not here: for He is risen, as He said” (Matt. 
28:5,6). These blessed Easter tidings fill the hearts of those who 
believe in Jesus as their Savior wth inexpressible joy and peace. 

.When we read the account of Christ’s resurrection, we note that the 
Savior fulfill.ed what He had promised. At the very beginmng of His 
public ministry He had declared, “Destroy this temple, and ilz three 
days I will raise it up *’ (John 2: 19). True to I-Iis Word, this is precisely 
what took place! The pious women had. come to the grave to anoint the 
body of Christ. They displayed great concern over the heavy stone 
which was before the tomb, wondering who would roll away the stone. 
But when they arrived at the tomb they saw that an angel of the Lord 
had rolled. away the stone and. was sitting upon it. The angel ha.d not 
rolled the stone away from the tomb in order that Jesus might come 
forth, but simply to show the empty grave. The soldiers who had been 
placed there to guard th.e tomb became as dead men when the angel of 
the Lord a.ppeared . -Here was indisputable evidence that Christ had 
already risen from the dead in spite of the stone, the seal, and the watch! 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead is an indisputable fact. 
The blessed. Easter tidings are not found in the dreams and imaginations 
of men, but in God’s Book, the Word of Truth. “AZZ Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God” (11 Tim. 3 : 16). Whatever God has foretold must . 
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come to pass: “He is not a man that He should lie ” (Nu.m. 23: 19). The 
resurrection of Christ was no exception. If Christ’s resurrection were 
simply a legend or a fable, then it would not be found in God’s 
infallible Word. The fact that it is written in God% Book is already 
sufficient proof for us Christians. “Christ died.@ our sins according 
to the scriptures; and that He ‘was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures” . . . (I Cor. 15:3,4). And in his 
sermon before the Gentiles the Apostle Peter testifies concerning 
Christ, “Him God raised up the third day” (Acts 10:40). Our Christian 
faith rests upon the immovable foundation of God’s holy Word, the 
Word which will endure into all eternity! 

The blessed Easter tidings proclaim an inclisputable fact. Even those 
who hated Jesus testified to this truth. What did the elders among the 
Jews do when they heard that Jesus was risen from the dead? Did they 
go quickly to the tomb and try to prove that His resurrection was a mere 
deception? On the contrary, they gave the soldiers enough money so 
that they would lie: . . . %ome qf the watch came into the city, and 
showed unto the chief priests all the things that were done. And whet] 
they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave 
large money tinto the soldiers, saJ?ing, Say ye, His disciples came by 
night, and stole him away’ while we slept. And If this come to the 
governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So they tuok 
the mane-y, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly 
re~~orted among the Jews until this day” (M.att. 28: 11-l 5). In spite of 
those who sneeringly ridicule the blessed Easter tidings, the 
resurrection of Christ remains an indisputable fact! 

While there are those who may not deny the fact that Christ is risen, 
they unfortunately deny the glorious meaning of His resurrection. For 
such, Easter is nothing else than a time to display new clothes and to 
enjoy other worldly festivities. Such things are n.ot wrong h 
themselves as long as they do not contradict Biblical prin.c.iples, but 
they certainly become wrong when they overshadow and crowd out the 
real reason for our observance of Easter. Look how such worldliness 
ha.s crept into many a so-called Christian pulpit! Instead of procl.aiming 
the real meallillg of Easter, there are pastors who speak. of Easter as the 
time when we should renew our hope in ourselves and in one another. 
Vague language and flowery terms are pawned off as the Easter 
message. 

44 



The Easter tidings of the angel are clear and unmistakable! “Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was cruc@ed. He is not here: 
fir Hti is risen, a&s He said. Come, see the place where the Lord 
*ELn/” (M.att. 28:6). Th.e resurrection of Christ has a most glorious 
mianing, and we Christians rejoice and take comfort in this truth. For 
if Jesus had not risen, then we would be miserable indeed. “If Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your ,fuith is also vain. Yea, 
and we are found false witnesses qf God; because we have testi$ed of 
God that He raised up Christ: .whum He raised not z(p, iJ’so be that the 
dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: and if 
Christ be not raised, yourf2lith is vain; ye are yet in your sins ” (I Cor. 
I 5: 14-l 7). Without our dear Savior and His resurrection we would be 
yet in our sins, and that would mean that we would have nothing more 
to look forward to than the wages of sin - everlasting destruction in 
hell - that would. be our rightfIll lot! 

The meaning of the .blessed Easter tidings is brought out by the angel of 
tlhe Lord.: “Fear not ye ” . . . (Matt. 28:5). ‘When Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem the angel announced to the shepherds, “Fear nut: fur, 
behold, I bring you good tidings qf great joy" . . . (Luke 211.0). So also 
here at the resurrection of Christ. There should not be any fear in our 
hearts, for sin cannot cond.emn us because the heavenly Father has 
accepted the sacrifice of His beloved Son for the sins of the world. 
R.eme,mber that Christ came into the world placing .Himself under the 
Law and perfectly fillfilling it, suffering and dying upon the cross for 
our sakes. “Christ was delivered Jbr our &%nces, and was raised 
again ,fi>r our justT’fication ” (Ram. 4:25). Jesus offered Ijrimself as our 
Substitute and the heavenly Father showed that the sacri.f‘ice of His Son 
was sufficient to appease His justice by raising Jesus from the dead. 0 
what a glorious meaning for us. f The risen Savior in whom we believe 
has washed us clean from all sins. God the Father is now our gracious 
and loving Father because of the substitutional sacrifice of His only 
begotten Son! 

Just think: the gates of heaven are now open to us! Heaven is now our 
Home. For “he that believeth on the Son huth everlasting ltfe” (John 
?:36). Comfortingly the Lord Jesus assures every true believer, 
“Y3ecause I live, ye shall live also ” (John 14: 19). Su.ch an unmerited 
and undeserved message should certainly prompt us to ‘<serve Him in 
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everlasting righteousness: innocence, and blessedness, eve.n as He is 
risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most 
certainly true.” 

-M.L.N. 

Around the World 

A new survey finds only about a quarter of U.S. households contain 
married couples with children - a trend that may mean more than half 
of the nation’s children won’t be living with both parents after the turn 
of the century . . . The survey, released today, paints an even starker 
picture of marriage in the 1990s than U.S. Census officials, who found 
that married couples with children younger than 18 fell from 50 percent 
in 1970 to an estimated 36 percent of all families in 1997 . . . The 1998 
survey also found that: Fifty-six percent of adults were married, 
compared with nearly three-quarters in 1972, when the survey was first 
taken. Fifty-one percent of children lived in a household with their two 
original parents, compared with 73 percent in 1972. The percentage of 
households made up of unmarried people with no children more than 
doubled to 32 percent last year, compared with figures from 1972. 
(Albany Democrat-Herald, Nov. 24, 1999) 
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Every wide-awake Christian can readily see that “the world is very 
evil, the times are waxing late” (Hymn 605). The soaring divorce 
rate, the break-up of the home, the acceptance of homosexuality as 
a life style, the moral degeneracy prevailing on TV and in the 
movies, the disobedience on the part of the children toward their 
parents, the instilling of warped ideas by many modern-day liberal 
educators in our schools, such as, “You do whatever you feel makes 
you happy,” etc. All these are the fulfillment of what already has 
been prophesied in God’s Word. Reading Matthew 24; Mark 13; 
Luke 17:26-30; 21; II Timothy 3, we cannot fail to observe that we 
are living in the last evil days of the world, unless we are being. 
lulled into a spiritual sleep by the father of all lies! Scripture 
informs us that the devil will be loosed “a little season” (Rev. 20:3) 
before the end of the world. Just look at the havoc he has wrought! 
Few, indeed, are the places which have not experienced his wrath 
because he knows that his time is short (Rev. 12:12). He was 
behind the militant feminist movement which began in the early 
part of this century to take the woman out of her rightful sphere to 
devote all of her abilities and energies in the pursuit of a worldly 
career. According to God’s Word, the highest and most noble 
calling of a woman is that of a wife and mother. The Apostle Paul 
writes to his co-laborer, Timothy, “I will therefore that the younger 
women marry, bear children, guide the house” . . . (I Tim. 5:14). 
And he directs Titus to “teach the young women to be sober, to love 
their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers 
at home” . . . (Titus 2:4,5). Today we are experiencing the 
consequences of departing from such Scriptural principles. Thus, 
whoever contradicts and espouses that which is contrary to the 
Word of God obviously is following the devil who seeks to destroy 
the church, the state, and the home! Because every sincere 
Christian loves the Lord Jesus, he earnestly seeks to follow the 
Savior’s Word. Jesus declares, “If a man love Me, he will keep My 
words” (John 14:23). 
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