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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 
To set forth in simple and plain lan- 

guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church in 
full accordance with the Book of 
Concord of 1580 and the Brief 
Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to believe 
and how, out of love for their Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church, but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ack- 
nowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 

To show that we do not have 
among us a mixture of divergent 
teachings but that we are “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern phil- 
osophical thought and the so-called 
scientific theories which contradict the 
Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word 
of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and 
in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

To expose false teaching and prac- 
tice wherever it makes its appearance 
and to keep abreast of the current 
happenings in the church and among the 
nations as signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not 
aware and which has been called to our 
attention. Also to clarify any information 
or statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 
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T?ie Presidid’s 
cc 0 u?nn 

“Why should I attend church every Sunday?” This question often 
comes to the forefront when speaking with those who are not faithful in 
their church attendance. Such a question obviously emanates from the 
sinful flesh which can offer a thousand and one excuses for not being 
faithful in one’s church attendance. “I work long hours all week and 
Sunday morning is the only day that I can sleep in” . . . “the weekend 
gives me an opportunity for some recreation” . . . “Sunday is the only 
day in which I can get something done around the house”.. . “I can 
read my Bible at home” . . . etc., etc. 

Let there be no doubt about it! The sinful flesh, out of which come 
such evil thoughts, is the ally of the devil who seeks to keep us from 
hearing God’s Word. The “father of all lies” (John 8:44) is fully aware 
of the fact that the Christian’s faith is kept alive through the hearing of 
God’s Word. “Faith cometh by hearing, und hearing by the Word of 
God” (Rom. 10: 17). Thus, behind all such flimsy excuses stands “the 
devil, [who] us a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour” (I Pet. 5:8). We dare never underestimate his power, particu- 
larly in these last evil days of the world in which the devil will “be 
loosed a little season” (Rev. 20:3). And “except those days should be 
shortened, ” the Savior reminds us, “there should no flesh be saved: but 
for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened” (Matt. 24122). These 
are very sobering thoughts which we Christians would do well to pon- 
der. 

We dare not forget that God commands us to worship in the Third 
Commandment. We are not to forsake the assembling together in the 
divine service as the unbelievers do (Heb. 10:25). It is for this reason 
that the Lord has so graciously instituted the Office of the Ministry and 
commanded that His Word be preached in all of its truth and purity. 
Therefore to absent ourselves from the Divine Service for some lame 
excuse is a sin. We automatically “are not of God” when we sin by 
refusing to hear God’s Word from the pastor whom the Holy Ghost has 
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made the overseer to feed our souls with the Word of Life (Acts 20:28). 
The words of the Lord Jesus are crystal-clear! “He that heareth you 
heareth Me; and he that despiseth you despiseth Me; and he that 
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me ” (Luke 10: 16). “‘He that is of 
God heareth Gods words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are 
not of God” (John 8:47). 

If anyone could come up with what many would consider to be a legiti- 
mate excuse for neglecting the worship service, it was probably King 
David. He ruled from Dan to Beersheba (II Sam. 3: 10). His duties and 
responsibilities as the leader of the Israelites were undoubtedly very 
time-consuming, but instead of offering excuses we hear him declare 
with a willing heart, “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into 
the House of the Lord” (Ps. 12211). “Lord, I have loved the habitation 
of Thy House, and the place where Thine honor dwelleth ” (Ps. 2639. 
“I had rather be a doorkeeper in the House of my God, than to dwell in 
the courts of wickedness ” (Ps. 84: 10). Look at the example of Mary 
who refrained from helping her sister, Martha, in order that she might 
listen to the Savior’s words. And what judgment did the Lord Jesus 
pass upon such behavior? “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and trou- 
bled about many things: but one thing is needful: and Mary hath cho- 
sen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her” (Luke 
10:3 8-42). 

The Lord Jesus declares, “Blessed are they that hear the Word of God, 
and keep it” (Luke 11:28). Just think of the blessings which the Lord 
bestows upon us through the hearing of His Word! We who are miser- 
able sinners by birth and deed and who rightly deserve “the wages of 
sin ” - temporal and everlasting death (Rom. 6:23) - are privileged to 
hear the comforting message of the Gospel in which we are told that all 
of our sins have been cast into the depths of the sea where they can 
never successfully rise to accuse us because of the substitutional sacri- 
fice of our dear Savior who loved us and gave Himself for us without 
any merit or worthiness on our part. How foolish it is when we deprive 
ourselves of having our faith strengthened through this message which 
“is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth ” (Rom. 
1:16). 

God forbid that we should ever close our eyes to the plain words of the 
Lord and fall into the snare which the devil has laid for us (II Tim. 
2~26). 
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WELCOME 
TO ALL, OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS! 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and 
are certain that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual 
benefits from your faithful reading of CONCOKDIA LUTHERAN 
articles which are based solidly upon the pure and unerring 
Word of God. 

Only 5.00 per year! 

Scriptural Publications 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 

MOTTO: Faithfulness to our Baptismal Covenant 

Majestic Mount Rainier was “out” this year in all its splendor under 
gloriously sunny skies as delegates and visitors from across the country 
gathered in Seattle, Washington, for the Forty-Ninth Annual Conven- 
tion of the Concordia Lutheran Conference. Hosting the convention 
on the last weekend in June was St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, the Rev. 
Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor. Since the pastors and quite a few lay delegates 
and visitors had arrived already the previous Monday evening to attend 
the Pastoral Conference on June 20th and 21st, the members of St. 
Luke’s were busy all week providing loving hospitality to many of the 
guests in their homes and to all of them in the church’s fellowship hall 
for sumptuous meals each and every day. On Thursday, June 22nd, the 
Conference Board of Directors held its annual business meeting to 
preview the convention agenda and to draft recommendations for spe- 
cial consideration of the delegates in convention assembled. 
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The convention itself began on Friday, June 23rd, with a service of con- 
vocation at 9:30 a.m. The local pastor served as liturgist; and the Con- 
ference President, the Rev. M. L. Natterer, preached an edifying key- 
note sermon on the basis of John 3:5, taking as his theme: The Lord’s 
Instruction on Regeneration. He divided his message into two parts, 
namely, I. The Necessity of regeneration and II. The Means whereby it 
is effected. 

Following the service, the first session was called to order with a brief 
devotion conducted by the President. During this first brief session, ad 
hoc convention committees were appointed; the delegates were offi- 
cially seated, and the assembled convention heard the Annual Report of 
the President. In it President Natterer briefly capsulized the activities 
of the Conference throughout the year and his duties in particular. Fol- 
lowing that report, the convention stood in recess for the noon meal. 

The afternoon session opened with a brief devotion conducted by Pastor 
Redlin of Tucson, Arizona. This session was then highlighted by the 
presentation of the HISTORKAL ESSAY, delivered by Pastor David T. 
Mensing of Oak Forest, Illinois. This essay was the second in a series 
of three historical retrospectives, setting forth with documentation the 
reasons why our “fathers” were compelled in 1950 to “mark” the Lu- 
theran Church-Missouri Synod as a heterodox church body and to 
“avoid” it in obedience to God’s Word in Romans 16: 17. The first es- 
say, delivered at our 1999 convention, documented “The Missouri 
Synod’s Slide into Heterodoxy-I932-1947 ” during the years follow- 
ing its adoption of the Brief Statement and culminating in a cunningly 
crafted Agreement (1947) to “withdraw” from discussion but not to 
“retract” the infamous A Statement, signed originally by forty-four of 
the Synod “luminaries” in 1945. This year’s essay documented “The 
Official Establishment of Heterodoxy in the Missouri Synod--- 
1950” (I) by its refusal to insist on the retraction of A Statement and ap- 
propriate doctrinal discipline of its signers and their supporters, and (II) 
by its adoption by majority vote, contrary to earnest admonition on the 
part of numerous pastors and congregations, of the Common Confes- 
sion, a compromising and thoroughly deceptive declaration of doctrinal 
unity with the American Lutheran Church. In connection with the es- 
say, archival documents were distributed as evidentiary exhibits for ref- 
erence and study by the delegates and visitors. The essay was inter- 
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spersed with and followed by lively and edifying discussion on the floor 
and was unanimously adopted with thanks to the essayist. 

Following the historical essay, two recommendationsJFom the Board of 
Directors were unanimously adopted, authorizing dates of disbursement 
and the monthly rate of financial support for our seminary student for 
the academic year beginning August 1 st. The Treasurer’s Report con- 
cerning the past fiscal year, given by Victor K. Bloedel, was then heard 
and adopted, as was also his Initial Report of the Finance Committee 
with its preliminary proposed budget for fiscal year 2000-2001. Then 
followed the Report of the Editorial Committee by Pastor E. R. 
Stallings, its chairman, who highlighted several feature articles that ap- 
peared this past year and briefly reviewed the content of our official or- 
gan, the Concordia Lutheran. Pastor David T. Mensing then gave the 
Report of the Publishing House Board of Control, which regulates 
Scriptural Publications, the publishing arm of our Conference. These 
reports together presented an overview of the success achieved under 
God by these committees in tandem to provide orthodox and edifying 
material in print for the consumption of our people -from the C. L., to 
our Sunday School materials, to tracts and confessional documents, to 
the publication this next year of several book-length works. The Board 
of Control acknowledged with special thanks the selflessness of several 
brethren in particular, whose help, both in terms of time and money, 
contributed to the success of our publishing efforts. Then came the Re- 
port of the Business Manager of SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS, Phil- 
lip R. Martin, who presented his annual balance sheet outlining the fi- 
nancial aspects of the publishing work. Also heard were the report of 
the Conference Webmaster, Mr. Martin, and the Report of the Commit- 
tee on Missions by its chairman, Pastor David G. Redlin. The latter re- 
port concerned itself with the annual subsidy request of our sister con- 
gregation, St. Stephen’s of Wilmot, South Dakota, as well as the need 
for funding to provide spiritual care for far-flung brethren who have no 
pastor or congregation of their own but who need regular nourishment, 
counsel, and care. All of these reports will be found in the official 
PROCEEDINGS, which should appear later this summer. 

The Saturday morning sessions were opened with a devotion conducted 
by Pastor Paul R. Bloedel of Seattle. Thereupon Pastor Ross A. Mahan 
of Jackson, Michigan, began his DOCTRINAL ESSAY entitled “The 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism” with its first part which examined (I) Its 
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Nature and Its Blessings. In his introduction, Pastor Mahan, himself 
formerly a Calvinistic Baptist pastor, began by posing and addressing 
three questions that are basic to the proper understanding of the Sacra- 
ment of Holy Baptism: 1) Who is solely responsible for and causes our 
salvation? 2) From what sole source do we receive the proper under- 
standing of the Doctrine of Holy Baptism? and 3) How does Baptism 
operate as a Means of Grace? The answers to these questions also ex- 
plained the false teachings regarding Baptism on the part of the Re- 
formed. In the first part of his essay, Pastor Mahan took up the follow- 
ing points: The meaning of the word “baptize,” Old Testament ceremo- 
nial cleansings with water, the Baptism of John, the divine origin of 
Baptism, the one who administers Baptism, the one visible element in 
the Sacrament, the mode of Baptism, the Name into which we baptize, 
and who are to be baptized. Since Part I was the lengthier of the two 
parts, Pastor Mahan had to save the latter part of the first section for 
Sunday’s presentation. The first part of the essay was enthusiastically 
received as very informative and edifying, and was accompanied with 
lively discussion and wide participation on the part of the delegates and 
visitors. 

Before the lunch hour, the Report of the Committee on Theological 
Education was heard and discussed. Pastor Bloedel, the chairman, 
briefly summarized his supervisory role and activities with regard to 
our seminary program, the great need we have for students and eventu- 
ally for well-trained pastors as our present pastors grow older, and the 
high caliber of our theological training program and its purpose to pro- 
vide not heady and scholarly “theologians” but faithful Christian pas- 
tors for our flocks. He concluded with the fervent exhortation that we 
remember the training of future pastors in our daily prayers, that the 
Lord provide young men, who by God’s grace have the integrity, stabil- 
ity, humility and Godliness to “pick up the gauntlet” and to be filled 
with the earnest desire to prepare themselves for the highest and most 
important office in the Church. The report was followed by lively dis- 
cussion concerning what motivates a young man’s desire to study for 
the ministry. Immediately thereafter followed the Seminary Instruc- 
tor’s Interest Report, read by Pastor Bloedel in the absence of the 2nd 
year instructor, Pastor Mark Dierking. The report, received via e-mail, 
briefly summarized the course work and activities carried out during the 
second full year of the program and various difficulties that had to be 
overcome due to Pastor Dierking’s ill health and plaguing disability. 
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By God’s grace and with His never-failing help, the second year cur- 
riculum was satisfied in full, and the student made excellent progress 
with high marks and a consistently diligent and exemplary attitude. 

The afternoon session began with a devotion conducted by Pastor 
Mensing of Oak Forest, Illinois, after which the convention heard the 
Seminary Student’s Interest Report. Seminarian Paul E. Bloedel gave 
an interesting and informative report regarding his courses and activi- 
ties during the past academic year in South Dakota, and it was followed 
by lively discussion and questions of interest on the part of delegates 
and visitors. 

The Report of the Committee on Lutheran Union was presented by Pas- 
tor Mensing. He updated the convention on our continued efforts to 
convince the Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations of its false position 
regarding Christian Church Discipline, and he summarized a year of 
extremely fruitful discussions and Godpleasing progress under the 
Lord’s gracious blessings in the encouragement of the F. L. C. to cor- 
rect its long-entrenched error. At its recent June convention, the F. L. 
C. unanimously adopted an essay by its president, Pastor Robert J. Li- 
etz, on Matthew 18: 15-l 7, in which the doctrine is correctly set forth on 
the basis of Scripture alone; and it unanimously declared this now to be 
its official position in doctrine and practice. This long-awaited action 
of the F. L. C. effectively removes the single outstanding difference that 
has stood as an obstacle to fellowship between our church bodies. Pas- 
tor Mensing also highlighted a number of personal contacts and meet- 
ings with individual pastors who had expressed interest in our Confer- 
ence. While none of these efforts bore immediately evident fruit, our 
Conference is becoming better known in “conservative” circles, includ- 
ing our determined refusal under God to yield any of His precious truth 
“for the sake of temporal peace, tranquility or unity” (Thor. Decl., For- 
mula of Concord). At the conclusion of the report, Pastor Lietz of the 
F. L. C. rose personally to confirm the progress reported on and to ex- 
press the hope that a formal declaration of fellowship is in the offing 
this coming year. 

The delegates then heard the Report of the Committee to Review the 
President’s Report and, after a brief recess, the Report of the Auditing 
Committee and the Further Report of the Finance Committee Concern- 
ing the Budget, which had not been revised since the committee’s initial 
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report on Friday. The convention then proceeded to the Election of Of- 
jkers and Standing Committees for 2000-2001. The following were 
elected: 

PRESIDENT: The Rev. M. L. Natterer 

VICE PRESIDENT: The Rev. Paul R. Bloedel 

SECRETARY: The Rev. David T. Mensing 

TREASURER: Mr. Victor K. Bloedel 

BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: Midwest-Mr. JC Perry 
Far West- Mr. John Okamoto 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE: Pastor Stallings, C. L. Editor; Pas- 
tor Natterer, Book and Tract Editor; and Mr. John Steinke, Lay 
Member. 

COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION: Pastor Bloedel, 
Chairman; Pastor Mensing; Pastor Stallings; and Mr. Robert 
Bloedel. 

COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION: Pastor 
Mahan, Chairman; Pastor Mensing; Mr. Stephen Bloedel; and 
Mr. Phillip Martin. 

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS: Pastor Mahan, Chairman; Pastor 
Redlin; Mr. Gary Ruzic; Mr. Dan Bloedel; and Mr. Paul Nat- 
terer . 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Mr. Victor Bloedel, Chairman; Mr. 
Mark Natterer; Mr. Mark Mensing; and Mr. John Steinke. 

PUBLISHING HOUSE BOARD OF CONTROL: Pastor 
Mensing, Chairman; Mr. Phillip Martin, Business Manager; 
and Mr. Raymond Kusumi, Print Shop Manager. 

Before the end of Saturday’s sessions, the 2000-2001 Budget was 
adopted as previously presented. 

At the Sunday morning service, the host pastor again served as liturgist, 
and Pastor E. R. Stallings of San Antonio preached the sermon on Ro- 
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mans 6:3-11. His theme was: Our Baptism Empowers Us to Live a 
Christian Life of SanctifZcation. He divided the sermon into three 
parts: I. Misguided notions about sanctification, II. How such notions 
contradict our Baptism, and III. How it is that Baptism empowers the 
life of sanctification. Delegates and visitors from the congregations of 
our fellowship then partook of the Lord’s Supper together as guests of 
St. Luke’s Congregation -for the remission of their sins, for the 
strengthening of their faith and of their walk in sanctification, and in 
testimony of their blessed unity in the Word of their Savior. 

After a sumptuous dinner, sessions reconvened with a devotion con- 
ducted by Pastor Mahan of Jackson, Michigan, after which he was 
scheduled to present the final portion of his essay on The Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. 

Before the essay was resumed, however, President Natterer yielded the 
floor to Pastor Robert J. Lietz of the Fellowship of Lutheran Congrega- 
tions for a brief statement. He noted that, although he was not at pre- 
sent speaking officially for the church body itself, he had declared his 
fellowship with us on the basis of our unity together in God’s precious 
Word and had given visible testimony to that fact by his attendance 
with us at the Lord’s Table that very morning. He noted that true Chris- 
tian fellowship is not established by us but is created in us by God’s 
Holy Spirit through His Word in which we are united; and he expressed 
gratitude to God for His grace in Christ Jesus, whereby He brought 
about our mutual fellowship and worked in him both to acknowledge 
and to confess it openly. 

The final portion of the Convention Essay was then presented by Pastor 
Mahan, who finished up The Blessings of Baptism from the previous 
session. and proceeded to (II) Its Power and Effect in our Lives as 
Christians. This portion dovetailed beautifully with the two sermons 
preached at the convention. Main points covered: The regenerative, 
saving power of Baptism; the reception of these blessings by faith; the 
question, “Can anyone be saved WITHOUT Baptism?‘; and Baptism’s 
power for the assurance of grace and for Christian sanctification. Fol- 
lowing spirited and fruitful discussion of this section -discussion 
which was broadly-based throughout a “packed house”- this informa- 
tive and edifying essay was unanimously adopted with thanks to the es- 
sayist, pending the usual review by the praesidium before publication. 
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Concluding the business of the convention, the delegates first heard a 
report on the Seminary Bookstore and the Report of the Conference Ar- 
chivist, Pastor Mensing (presented by the lay member of that ad hoc 
committee, Mr. Phillip Martin). The latter report revealed the commit- 
tee’s plan to have the past fifly years of Concordia Lutheran issues 
scanned and stored on one compact disc for easy access by those with 
computers. The CD should be available this coming year at a reason- 
able cost to those outside our Conference and for a “contribution” to 
members of the Conference. The contribution will enable the commit- 
tee to purchase special software to make the project possible. Pastor 
Mensing and Mr. Martin were reappointed to the committee by resolu- 
tion of the convention. Next followed the Final Report of the Resolu- 
tions Committee, the Final Report of the Committee on Registration and 
Excuses and the Report of the Conference Statistician, Mr. Raymond 
Kusumi, who was reappointed to that post with the thanks of the con- 
vention. 

The convention also unanimously accepted the gracious invitation of 
Holy Scripture Ev. Lutheran Church of Windcrest (San Antonio), 
Texas, to host the 50th Annual (Golden Anniversary) Convention 
(June 22, 23 and 24, 2001), immediately preceded as usual by the Ple- 
nary Pastoral Conference on June 19 and 20, and the Board of Direc- 
tors Meeting on June 2 1 st. Our people are encouraged 1~0~ ALREADY to 
mark these dates on their calendars, so that they can plan ahead to at- 
tend. 

The convention adjourned at 5:42 p.m., only 22 minutes late according 
to the agenda, with the customary closing devotion led by President 
Natterer. It had been a most brotherly and constructive meeting; and 
the delegates and visitors returned to their respective homes edified by 
the Spirit, encouraged by the precious fellowship that He had created 
and preserved among them, and determined by His grace to “keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ” in faithfulness to their Baptis- 
mal covenant to the praise of Him who had “called [them] out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light. ” 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. David T. Mensing, Secretary 
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For detailed information about our Conference, 
we invite you to visit our official Web Site! 

THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
CONFERENCE 
www.concordialutheranconf,com 

l WhoWeAre 0 Our Seminary 

l Our Doctrinal Position 0 Our Publishing House 

l Our Constitution l Our Archives 

0 Our Early History l News and Events 

l Our Directory l Our Guest Book 

1. Still the all-time classic definition of Baptism is that which Luther 
set forth in his Small Catechism: Baptism is not simple water only, 
but it is the water comprehended in God’s command and connected 
with God’s Word. 

2. Another gem is the following taken from WHAT LUTHER SAYS, 
by Ewald Plass. We are al1 saints, and cursed is he who does not 
want to call himself a saint. You are far saintlier than your 
names - Hans or Kunz- indicate. However, you do owe this not 
to yourself but to the will of God, who would be your Father. To 
call yourself a saint is, therefore, no presumption but an act of 
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gratitude and a confession of God’s blessings. He who does not 
consider Baptism and God’s Word, which you have in your heart, 
holy, blasphemes God very greatly. Since, then, God sanctifies you 
in Baptism and adorns you with His holy Word, you must surely be 
holy by grace. Only beware of the ambition to make yourself holy 
by your own works and then to step before God and teach Him ho- 
liness too. He will cast you into hell as a blasphemer. He wants to 
sanctify you and will have no directions about sanctification, from 
you. Be sure to give this some thought. You may call yourself rich 
when you have many thousand gulden, and you lie shamefully if 
you say: Oh, I am a poor beggar! Far greater is the wrong you 
commit by not wanting to call yourself holy as a result of the holi- 
ness which God has made your own. Therefore you may well say: 
To be sure, according to my first birth, I belong to the devil; but 
according to the new birth, I, sanctified by God’s Word and work, 
am a sinner no more; now I am in heaven. Now you may glory 
greatly in the possession of a seat in heaven beside St. Peter. Be 
bold to do this. You still have much to learn about this matter. So 
do I - until I drop into my grave. (WHAT LUTHER SAYS, Ewald 
Plass, Volume III, 3979, page 1247) 

3. Here is still another Luther quote found in WHAT LUTHER SAYS, 
by Plass. Again, they argue: How can children believe, seeing that 
as yet they have no reasoning power? Thus they add reason to 
faith. To this Christ answers: This is exactly why children can be- 
lieve better. They cannot reason. For reason is directly opposed to 
faith. This is why you must let reason go. It must be killed and 
buried in believers. But the Anabaptists turn reason into a light of 
faith so that reason may serve faith as a guiding light. I hold that it 
does shine forth - as smudge in a lantern. Christ wants us to turn 
into veritable children if we desire to come into the kingdom of 
heaven. He means that, as all reasoning is, so to speak, still buried 
in children, so reason is also to be killed in all Christian believers. 
Otherwise faith has no place in them. For reason opposes faith *.. 
You must become children. This is the place for little children. 
Little children Christ carries, fondles, embraces, blesses, and says: 
Of such is the kingdom of heaven. If, then, I permit myself to be 
carried, Christ gives me His works and His merit and the kingdom 
of heaven. (From WHAT LUTHER SAYS, by Ewald Plass, Volume I, 
1440, page 485) 
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delivered to the 
Forty-Ninth Annual Convention of the Cuncordia Lutheran Conference 

bY 
The Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor !:I Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 

Oak Forest, Illinois 

Given the climate of religious skepticism, theological liberalism and 
doctrinal indifferentism that characterized the latter half of the Twenti- 
eth Century and permeated even the traditionally conservative bastions 
of Lutheranism, it is without doubt a miracle of God’s grace that our 
beloved Concordia Lutheran Conference survived in such a hostile 
environment and that it even exists today. For, although we are admit- 
tedly a small church body by anyone’s standards, yea, statistically in- 
significant with our seven little congregations spread out over seven 
different states, we are still here after a fifty-year-long survival trek 
through the ecclesiastical wasteland round about us! Our existence sur- 
prises those who never heard of us, irritates those who wish they hadn’t, 
disgusts those who mock our unwavering stand upon the truth of God’s 
Word, and frustrates those who long ago “went out from US” and re- 
turned to the ‘fflesh-pots of Egypt, ” looking for a more palatable diet, 
and actually corrvinced themselves that spiritual garbage tastes good! 
Yet, in a sad twist of irony, it has been the spiritually malnourished 
church bodies that seem to have grown by leaps and bounds and 
“outperformed” us in all the categories viewed by the world as barome- 
ters of viability and vitality: growth in numbers, prestige, and power, a 
booming financial outlook, and (don’t forget) a substantial “market 
share” as measured by reputation and popularity among similar denomi- 
nations. Such prosperity might bother us Christians, as “the prosperity 
of the wicked” plagued Asaph (Psalm 73), were it not for the transpar- 
ency of all those factors and of the glitz that accompanies them, and the 
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sobering fact that not one of them is regarded by Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of the Church, as being of significance to Him. Like Asaph, we need to 
understand “their end” whose faith stands in the wisdom of men rather 
than in the power of God, whose spiritual food is like chaff compared to 
wheat, whose growth is tabulated in shallow numbers rather than in 
depth of faith, and whose intolerance of sound doctrine and eagerness 
for “teachers who will tickle their ear” is a recipe for spiritual disaster! 

We of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, on the other hand, have 
now for almost fifty years enjoyed the singular gracious blessings of 
our Lord and God for Jesus’ our Savior’s sake, whereof we are glad; 
and we have survived, nay, we have flourished in this spiritual waste- 
land like palm trees in a desert oasis, our sin-parched throats quenched 
by the well of living water springing up unto everlasting life, our souls 
nurtured by the Manna of His precious Word, our treasure reckoned as 
purity of doctrine and faithful pastors at whose feet we have continued 
to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. ” This our precious heritage of grace is not of our own doing, as 
though we (and our founding fathers) deserved to be so blessed; “for we 
daily sin much and indeed deserve nothing but punishment;” but we 
gratefully ascribe all glory to God for having preserved unto us poor 
unworthy sinners in their purity His saving Word and the sacred ordi- 
nances of His House as the means whereby He has strengthened us in 
the one true and saving faith and promises to keep us therein even unto 
the end. 

As our Golden Anniversary celebration is only a year away, it behooves 
us to focus particularly our younger members upon the reasons for our 
existence as a church body, “that the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and 
declare them to their children ” (Psalm 78:6). It is, therefore, meet and 
right that we go back in contemporary church history to 1950 and ex- 
amine the liberalizing influences, the lax attitudes, the crass politics, 
and the scandalous events that converged in the city of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin in June of that infamous year-fifty years ago to this very 
day-which caused the “fathers” of our beloved Conference to “mark” 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as a heterodox church body and 
made it essential for them, in obedience to the Word of God, to “avoid” 
it, and to go it on their own (Romans 16: 17). 
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As we noted in our essay & year, it was not the fathers’ desire from 
the outset to leave the Missouri Synod and to form another church 
body. On the contrary, it was their fervent hope and prayer, as it was 
Luther’s in the early days of the Reformation, that their earnest protests 
would be heeded and that their brethren would be more zealous in 
guarding the confessional position of the Synod in doctrine and practice 
by rooting out error and by disciplining errorists. When this outcome 
was thwarted by the synodical hierarchy, which viewed their Godpleas- 
ing efforts with suspicion and even disdain, when they were bullied and 
shouted down on the floor of conventions and pastoral conferences, and 
when they were threatened by synodical officials with physical conse- 
quences because of their spiritual endeavors and were dealt with in a 
most unbrotherly manner in what can only be described as “goon 
squad” tactics, our faithful fathers knew that the end was near. The 
synod had embarked upon a precipitous slide into heterodoxy when it 
failed to demand that A Statement ( 1945), its accompanying letter, and 
the cunning propaganda piece written in defense of it (“Speaking the 
Truth in Love”) be not only “withdrawn” but also “retracted” as false 
and pernicious doctrine. President Behnken’s deliberate and flagrant 
refusal to exercise doctrinal discipline (The Agreement) was the 
“handwriting on the wall” (Daniel 5:25) that &l should have recognized 
for the telling symptom of creeping heterodoxy that it was; but the 
status quo of inaction on the part of the synodical president continued 
for years, so that the matter still was not resolved at the time of the 
1950 convention in Milwaukee. Moreover, a NEW DOCUMENT was 
about to be introduced to the synod, another attempt at unscriptural 
compromise with the American Lutheran Church, a document which 
drew on A Statement as a kind of springboard. And when eventually 
that “Common Confession of Faith” was ADOPTED by the synod in con- 
vention assembled-in June of 1950-the gradual slide into creeping 
heterodoxy had become a virtual plummet into established heterodoxy, 
the formal adoption of false doctrine despite fervent pleas and urgent 
warnings to the contrary. 

PART I 

As just noted, inaction on the part of President Behnken with regard to 
A Statement was still a major issue in the Missouri Synod in 1950. The 
Agreement which he had unilaterally reached with the principal signers 
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and their supporters in January of 1947 simply stated that A Slatenzent 
had been “withdrawn as a basis of discussion.” Then an additional 
paragraph was added to explain exactly what was meant by the so- 
called “withdrawal. ” To satisfy the Statementarians’ concern that this 
could be regarded as a “retraction” under pressure from the Synodical 
President, Behnken added the lead sentence which stated: “The with- 
drawal of A Statement as a basis of discussion shall nut be interpreted as 
a retraction....” And immediately thereafter, to satis@ those who were 
expected to cry “Foul!” and “Whitewash!“, Behnken continued: “...nor 
shall it mean that the issues involved shall now be glossed Over or ig- 
nored.” What then was the President’s plan whereby he could continue 
to sit on both sides of the fence? “They shall become the topics of spe- 
cial study and prayerful consideration which will lead us, with the help 
of God’s Holy Spirit, to an ever more consecrated adherence to the 
Word and will of God.” And in the meantime?? The Agreement states 
simply: “Nothing has developed, however, which is divisive of church 
fellowship.” -A firestorm had roared through the Synod, but nothing 
and no one was burned! A grisly murder had been committed, but no 
one was dead! A child had been conceived out of wedlock, but the 
woman’s virginity was still intact! 

Was the synod satisfied with the President’s Agreement? Hardly! Dr. 
E. W. A. Koehler wrote: “It is simply impossible to discuss the real is- 
sue raised by A Statement without making A Statement and its letter the 
basis of discussion. Does anyone honestly think that this can be 
done??” The tactic of “withdrawing” A Statement “as a basis of discus- 
sion” effectively stifled every effort even to talk about &! The next 
year, in 1947, eighteen congregations and several regional pastoral con- 
ferences submitted memorials of protest to the Centennial Convention 
of the Missouri Synod; but the President refused to publish them - 
which made it impossible for the delegates even to evaluate them. The 
convention was also prevented from defining its position regarding the 
errors in A Statement because the President ruled “out of order” a reso- 
lution containing five doctrinal statements which presented the Scrip- 
tural position in opposition to A Statement’s position. Finally the con- 
cerned delegates passed a resolution reaffirming the Brief Statement of 
1932, sharply defining the doctrines in controversy, and rejecting the 
errors in A Statement. It was felt that the Synod at least took a “right 
stand” and sent a message to the officials in its leadership that it stood 
behind them with back-up support when they exercised doctrinal disci- 

94 



pline. Did President Behnken thereupon institute appropriate discipli- 
nary procedures against the signers of A Statement and their supporters? 
No. And his reason?? Because of The Agreement, A Statement no 
longer really exists. Can a president discipline a member for signing a 
non-existent document?? -More “smoke-and-mirrors”! Nothing is 
done! And, in the meantime, the signers continue to make propaganda 
for their cause: Prof. W. G. Polack, a Statementarian, appeared at a lay- 
men’s meeting in Indianapolis to discuss the background of A State- 
ment. On the floor of the 1947 Convention, Prof. Theodore Graebner 
declared that he was a signer and “stands by every word of it.” In De- 
cember, 1948, copies of “Speaking the Truth in Love ” were sold on the 
campus of the St. Louis Seminary. In 1949, the signers were still drum- 
ming up supporters -openly and boldly- and the Lutheran Witness 
began regularly to lend support to A Statement’s errors in article after 
article by printing them without disapproving comment. Moreover, in 
essays, articles, and speeches, Statementarians regularly offered opin- 
ions and established doctrinal positions fully in keeping with the errors 
they had signed onto four years earlier. Nothing had changed! 

In 1950, A Statement was still a “hot topic” of discussion, in spite of 
Behnken’s “withdrawal” of it from discussion. Pastors and congrega- 
tions were clearly dissatisfied with his inaction on clear-cut aberrations 
from the doctrine of God’s Word and his express intention to continue 
indefinitely to submit “study papers” to them. The Book of Reports and 
Memorials, as well as the OfJicial Proceedings of the Milwaukee con- 
vention, contain no fewer than eleven urgently-worded printed Memori- 
als petitioning the Synod officially to reject A Statement and to insist 
that it be retracted. In addition, there were eighteen memorials ex- 
pressing dissatisfaction with the lack of doctrinal discipline in Synod, 
two protesting the appointment of Dr. E. J. Friedrich (the driving force 
behind A Statement) to the 4th Vice Presidency of Synod, three asking 
that Synod recognize that, according to Scripture, there is no essential 
difference between joint prayer and prayer fellowship (this issue having 
been prompted by A Statement and by a pamphlet entitled Prayer Fel- 
lowship, authored by Statementarian Theodore Graebner), four memori- 
als demanding that the seminary faculty in St. Louis be corrected for its 
unscriptural “opinion” that engagement was NOT tantamount to Holy 
Marriage, and two specifically targeting error published in the Lutheran 
Witness, the official organ of the Synod. 
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What was done by the Missouri Synod at its 1950 convention to see to 
it that false doctrine “actually taught in its pulpits, in its theological 
seminaries, and in its publications,” as well as “th.e casual intrusion of 
errors” was “combated and eventually removed by means of doctrinal 
discipline” (Brief Statement, 29)? In other words, what was done to 
make sure that the Synod did not “forfeit its orthodox character” by fail- 
ing to take action? In a word, nothing! 

-Specifically with regard to A Statement, all the memorials were re- 
ferred to Committee 3, which offered a resolution recognizing the Presi- 
dent’s faithful endeavors to carry out the 1947 Convention’s action of 
submitting the entire matter to “study.” It commended him for his effort 
and “encouraged” him “to use reactions received in connection with his 
essays for the furtherance of agreement on the questions raised.” “... 
and be it further Resolved, that specific accusations in the memorials on 
‘A Statement’ be referred to the proper channels of Synod.” The reso- 
lution was adopted by a majority of the delegates, and the matter was 
simply buried! 

-Regarding doctrinal discipline: “Resolved to refer the charges to 
Synod’s regularly-set-up channels for action,” of which there was none. 

-Regarding prayer fellowship: “Resolved that this question be held in 
abeyance until the treatise on “Prayer Fellowship” has been published; 
and be it furthermore Resolved that if further clarity is needed on the 
question, it shall be referred to the Advisory Committee on Doctrine 
and Practice.” What action was taken by the adoption of this resolu- 
tion? None. 

-Regarding the St. Louis Seminary faculty’s “opinion” on engage- 
ment: One resolution simply quoted Catechism Question 61 (which, of 
course, did not directly address the “spin” that the St. Louis faculty put 
on the words “entered into” in the answer to that question); and a sec- 
ond resolution “‘Resolved that we request the two faculties [in St. Louis 
and Springfield-which held opposing views on this matter] to clarify 
the opinions expressed in connection with the question and that with the 
approval of the Praesidium of Synod the report of the faculties be sub- 
mitted to our pastors and congregations.” The resolution to commit for 
further study was adopted. The Synod took no action. 
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-Regarding protests against the appointment of a Statementarian as 
Fourth Vice President: The convention resolved that, since the whole 
A Statement matter was being “studied” and was therefore on hold, Dr. 
Friedrich’s name was “left on the list [of candidates] by the 1947 con- 
vention without protest; and WHEREAS the convention thereby and 
therewith declared him to be their candidate for the office of Vice- 
President; and WHEREAS the method of procedure prescribed in the By- 
Laws 2.37 was followed in the appointment of a Fourth Vice-President; 
therefore be it Resolved that we uphold the action taken by the President 
in the appointment of the Fourth Vice-President.” Action taken to 
guard the confessional position of the Synod by removing an errorist 
from its leadership? None. 

Objections from the floor to the above tyrannical procedures (which ef- 
fectively stifled all efforts of congregations and their pastors to 
“combat” and “eventually remove” error and errorists) were ruled “out 
of order” by the chair; and convention business moved right along 
through its agenda. By these deliberate, calculated moves, the Synod 
showed clearly that the “intrusions of error” into its midst were no 
longer “casual,” that it resisted and rejected all efforts to “combat” 
them, and that it recognized no urgency whatsoever in having them 
“removed.” [The word “eventually” in the Brief Statement was com- 
monly referred to by the liberal element in Synod as a wide-open door 
justifying their perpetual stall tactics. Thus they continued to proceed 
in this obstructionistic manner, all the while claiming to adhere to the 
Brief Statement as their ‘Sheep ‘s clothing” (Matthew 7: 15).] 

By its failure to act, particularly since that failure had been deliberately 
orchestrated to frustrate the injunctions of God’s Word that error be re- 
moved and that errorists be admonished and, if no fruit is evident, be 
rejected (Jer. 23:28; John 8:3 l-32; Matthew 7: 15; Romans 16: 17; Titus 
1:9, 13; 3: 10; etc.), the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod officially 
established heterodoxy in its midst as a consistent pattern and essen- 
tial characteristic of its position in doctrine and practice, “in spite of 
much patient admonition to the contrary on the part of many pastors 
and congregations in its midst.” (Preamble, CONSTITUTION of the Con- 
cordia Lutheran Conference). 

(NOTE: Part II of this essay will appear in the next issue of The Con- 
cordia Lutheran.) 
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Around the World 
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It was the mother of all cold snaps. About 700 million years ago, the 
Earth’s surface froze solid. Every inch of land was covered with gla- 
ciers. The ocean was trapped under 800 meters of ice. Life, which in 
those days consisted of little more than single- and multi-celled goop, 
shuddered near extinction. By comparison, the most recent ice age, 
which peaked about 2 1,000 years ago, was a modest one . . . In the “Big 
Chill” of 700 million years ago, however, temperatures were at least 45 
degrees centigrade (80 degrees Fahrenheit) lower than they are now, 
and the planet was one enormous snowball for as long as 10 million 
years. lt was abruptly rescued from a frigid doom by volcanoes. Their 
blasts poked through the ice and pumped 350 times the current amount 
of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, prompting four-alarm green- 
house warming that melted the global ice sheet within 1,000 years. 
Then the cycle started all over again, recurring perhaps three or four 
times and eventually encouraging about 550 million years ago, the sud- 
den proliferation of animal evolution known as the Cambrian explosion 
. . . (by Curt Suplee, Washington Post Service). 

The above is just a portion of a lengthier article in which the wis- 
dom of this world seeks to extol itself above the wisdom of God! It 
is amazing how frail men under 100 years of age can speak so au- 
thoritatively about things which they claim took place millions of 

98 



years ago. And what is even more amazing is how gullible people 
can be for swallowing such bait - hook, line and sinker! We find 
such drivel taught by science teachers in our schools and colleges to 
the impressionable minds of our young people. Even on the various 
TV nature programs such things are presented as though they were 
commonly accepted facts. Consequently we can have no respect for 
those who are so intoxicated with their reason because they dare to 
contradict the clear Word of God. In sharp contrast to all such 
wild speculations and theories on the part of such “wiseacres” 
stands the majestic Word of the almighty and all-wise God! He in- 
forms us in His inerrant Word that He created all things in six or- 
dinary days (Gen. 1). And how did He do it? “And God said,” and 
whatever He said sprang into existence (note verses, 3,6,9, 11, 14, 
20, 24, 26). The whole work of creation was flawless and of such 
grandeur as to stagger the imagination. The Psalmist declares, 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth 
His handywork” (Ps. 19:l). The power of God’s Word remains the 
same now and forever. When His Word is proclaimed to those who 
still wallow in spiritual darkness and are spiritually dead in tres- 
passes and sins (Eph. 2), it is not a dead Word. The Apostle Paul 
declares concerning the Gospel of Christ that it is “the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). What 
comfort for us Christians to know that His Word “effectually 
worketh also in [us]” (1 Thess. 2:13) to preserve us unto our end. 
Those who have had their sin-stained garments washed white in the 
blood of the Lamb declare with the Psalmist, “Thy Word is true 
from the beginning . . . my heart standeth in awe of Thy Word. I 
rejoice at Thy Word” (Psalm 119:160-162). 
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