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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 
To set forth in simple and plain lan- 

guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church in 
full accordance with the Book of 
Concord of 1580 and the Brief 
Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to believe 
and how, out of love for their Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concorciia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church, but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ack- 
nowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 

To show that we do not have 
among us a mixture of divergent 
teachings but that we are “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern phil- 
osophical thought and the so-called 
scientific theories which contradict the 
Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word 
of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and 
in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

To expose false teaching and prac- 
tice wherever it makes its appearance 
and to keep abreast of the current 
happenings in the church and among the 
nations as signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not 
aware and which has been called to our 
attention. Also to clarify any information 
or statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 
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Tifie President’s 
CC 0 u??zn 

Fiction, as we well know, has played a very prominent role in history. 
From the mythology of the Greeks and the Romans to the present day, 
fiction has captivated the interest of people. We think of Hans 
Christian Andersen, Denmark’s most famous author, who lived in the 
latter part of the 1800s. His fairy tales are among the most widely read 
works in world literature and his stories of make-believe such as “The 
Ugly Duckling” have enchanted young readers around the world for 
generations. We think also of the two German brothers, Jacob and 
William Grimm who lived in the middle 1800s editing a book of fairy 
tales which included such famous tales as “Hansel and Gretel,” “Little 
Red Riding Hood,” “Snow White,” etc. Such “fairy tales” belong to 
the make-believe worid which amuse and entertain children and adults 
alike. 

In and of themselves such fictional tales are harmless unless they 
contradict the Word of God. But, when a fictional character plays a 
more prominent role and shoves a Biblical truth to the background, then 
an earnest warning must be sounded. For there stands that very First 
Commandment of God, “Thou shalt have no other gods before ME!” 
He and He alone is our Creator concerning whom we Christians 
confess, “I believe that God has made me and all creatures, that He has 
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members; my reason 
and all my senses.” He and He alone has redeemed us from sin, death, 
and hell, with the holy precious blood of Jesus as we Christians confess, 
“He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not 
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death.” .He and .He alone “has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith . . . and will at the Last Day raise up me and all the dead, and 
give unto me and all believers in Christ eternal life” - NOT Santa 
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Claus, the fictional character, who was glamorized here in the United 
States in the beginning of the 1800s particularly with the appearance of 
a poem written by Clement C. Moore in f 823 entitled, “An Account of 
a Visit from St. Nicholas,” which begins with the familiar line, ‘“‘Twas 
the night before Christmas.” We Christians dare not forget that it is the 
devil, the father of all lies (John 8:44), who is the enemy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and seeks to destroy the faith of all those who believe in 
Jesus as their only Savior. 

Fact or fiction? As we come together in our Christmas Eve Service, 
what we are privileged to hear from the lips of the children is not a fairy 
tale taken from the world of make-believe! “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief” (I Tim. 1: 15). Oh, we are fully 
aware of the fact that there are those so-called Christians who would 
seek to relegate Biblical truths to the land of make-believe. Look what 
has happened to many of the Biblical truths at the hands of such 
“wiseacres” as Martin Luther would call them. They have taken the 
Scriptural account of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, made it into 
a fairy tale, and called it a “fable.” And what is a “fable”? Webster’s 
Dictionary tells us that it is “a fictitious narrative or statement . . . a 
legendary story of supernatural happenings.” If the Scriptural account 
of Adam and Eve and their Fall into sin were a fictitious narrative, then 
there would be no need of a Savior! 

But thanks be to God, that what we hear from the lips of the children in 
our Christmas Eve Service is not a fictional account but the unalterable 
truth of God’s Word - it is an historical fact! “Thy Word is 
TRUTH” (John 17: 17). For “all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God” (II Tim. 3: 16). Some two thousand years ago the heavenly 
Father, out of His love for the world, sent His only-begotten Son to be 
born of the Virgin Mary, as had been foretold; and through His 
substitutional suffering and death, ‘He destroyed the power of the devil 
and delivered us from everlasting punishment. And we who trust in 
Jesus as our only Savior can have a cheerful and undaunted heart - our 
sins are forgiven, the gates of heaven are open, heaven is our Home. 
‘%br the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 
men” (Titus 2: 11). As we listen to the children on Christmas Eve 
confessing these blessed Scriptural truths in recitation and song, may 
they bring comfort and peace to our hearts which the world can not give 
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and motivate us to “live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; who gave Himselffor us, that 
He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purl3 unto Himself a 
peculiar people, zealous ofgood wori& ” (Titus 2: 12-14). 

- M.L.N. 

Official Announcement 
After an extensive two-day examination by all the 
pastors of the Concordia Lutheran Conference on 
October 25 and 26, 1999, the Rev. Ross A. Mahan of 
Jackson, Michigan (Faith Ev. Lutheran Church) was 
recognized to have successfully passed a colloquy as 
prescribed by the Conference Constitution, Article IV, 
for pastors entering into our fellowship. 

VVe are grateful to the Lord that He enabled Pastor 
Mahan to answer forthrightly and correctly the 
questions on Christian doctrine and practice presented 
to him and thus to show himself “approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15). 

Rev. M. L. Natterer, President 

[President Natterer had intended this announcement to appear in 
the last issue, but it had already gone to press by the time the 
Pastoral Conference adjourned. We regret its late appearance.] 
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THE 7h.#?EE cOM..NGS OFADVENT 

The Season of Advent is the period of days preceding the celebration of 
the blessed Feast of the Nati.vity. It marks the beginning of the church 
year, and traditionally serves as a time of preparation for and teaching 
concerning the approaching Nativity Season and its emphasis on the 
Coming of the Lord. The Advent season reminds us of the fact that our 
God is the one who takes the initiative in Salvation and comes to sinful 
man with His Grace. The Church commemorates the Nativity of our 
Lord as an historical event, but recognizes a Threefold Coming of the 
Lord in Advent. From the perspective of past, present and future, we 
recognize: I. The coming of our Lord in the flesh, II. His present- 
day coming in grace through Word and Sacrament, and III. His 
future coming in glory to judge the world. Let us look at these three 
briefly from the Word of God and apply them to our lives. 

I. 
The First Advent of Christ was heralded by many prophetic 
announcements in the Old Testament, prophecies which filled the hearts 
and minds of faithful Israelites with eager anticipation and hopeful 
longing for the future. One of the first prophecies came to Jacob, as far 
back as Genesis. It was revealed to the old Patriarch that the promised 
one would spring from the tribe of Judah. He would be Shiloh, the man 
of peace, later called by Isaiah the Prince of Peace. (Gen. 49: 1 O-12). 
Isaiah revealed the Divine person and work of the Messiah in the words 
of Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God; The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” He was called the Prince of Peace 
because .His death on the cross would make peace between God and 
sinners. 

The Old Testament saints looked with hope to the time when the 
Messiah would appear in their midst, for they believed His Kingdom 
would usher in the day of deliverance from all their enemies, along with 
the destruction of all sin, death, and evil. How tragic it was that when 
the Messiah, Jesus Christ, finally arrived, they did not recognize their 
king. They were unable to recognize Jesus because He did not dwell 
among them with the outward appearance by which royalty is 
recognized. The Apostle John gives the sad commentary of the failure 
of the Jewish nation to recognize their Messiah in John 1: 10,ll: “He 

130 



was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him 
not.” God worked through the rejection of Christ by Israel to redeem 
the world. By the rejection of His Son by the Jews, and the atoning 
death on the cross for the sins of all mankind, Christ paid for the sins of 
both Jew and Gentile. 

As the Church commemorates the First Advent of our Savior as a babe 
in Bethlehem, we are reminded that the Nativity itself is the inception 
of the redeeming work of Christ on behalf of sinners. It is by grace 
through faith that we are brought to newness of life in Holy Baptism, 
through the .Redemption of the world by Jesus our Savior on the cross. 
It was for this reason that He was born of the Virgin Mary, and we must 
ever keep the Nativity in this context. 

II. 
Having once come to men in the flesh in His incarnation, how does the 
Lord Jesus continue to come to His people in the present day of Grace? 
It is by the preaching of the Gospel, the Word of Reconciliation by 
which Christ comes to man to apply the forgiveness of sins by granting 
faith in the objective justification of Christ on the cross (Rom. 1: 16; II 
Cor. 5: 19). He also comes to us in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper and 
has attached his gracious promises of forgiveness to these means. By 
this we see that Christ and His grace never cease to come to us through 
Word and Sacrament to bless us. We celebrate the Nativity in the light 
of the finished work of Redemption of which Christmas is a part. 
Having accomplished our salvation, He now comes to us by His means 
of grace to apply to us the benefits of His Redemption won for us on the 
cross. 

Today when we hear the words of the Prophet Zechariah quoted in 
Matthew 215: “Behold thy King cometh unto thee,” this is the call to 
us to prepare for His coming in grace by opening our hearts in faith to 
receive the forgiveness of our sins in the Gospel. Here is the great 
promise and blessing of the means of grace, for by them our Lord 
continues to come to His church to bestow the treasures of the Gospel 
unto His penitent and believing people. The New Birth in Christ given 
by God through His Word and Baptism, (I Pet. 1:23; Eph. 5:26), causes 
us to love the means of grace and His church (John 14:15; Heb. 10:25). 
When men despise the Word of God by refusing to attend the Divine 
Service, they are in reality despising the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
(Luke 10: 16), for it is by the means of the Word of God and the Holy 
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Sacraments that our precious Savior continues to come to His Church. 
May our God continue to give us eyes of faith that we might see Him in 
these His appointed means as He comes to us through them. 

III. 
We have examined our Lord’s coming in the flesh and in grace; notice 
thirdly, His coming in Glory. Just as the ancient believing Jews looked 
with hope and expectancy to the first manifestation of God in the coming 
of Messiah, so we too look forward to the Second Advent of Christ. In 
that day will be the complete and final culmination of Redemptive 
Righteousness in which all that Christ died to accomplish will be realized 
in its fullness. In that day He will judge the world, sin will be destroyed, 
and His children by faith in Christ will be welcomed into Heaven to 
spend an eternity with Jesus Christ and all His saints. No longer will the 
believer struggle with the remains of sin, the temptations of the world, 
and of Satan as he does today; instead, Christ Jesus “shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body” (Phil. 
3: 2 1). This is why the believer’s perspective is always oriented toward 
the future, for our hope is in Heaven, and not in this life. 

The Apostle Paul saw this earnest looking for the return of Christ as the 
perspective that marks the true child of God and Citizen of Heaven by 
faith. He wrote in Phil. 3:20: “For our conversation (citizenship) is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” To Titus Paul wrote that it was this blessed hope of Christ’s 
return that was one of the signal evidences of the grace of God in a 
believer’s life. “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2: 1 l- 
13). In a day when men live to mind earthly things, and even believers in 
Christ are tempted to live for today and indulge their sinful lusts, the 
soon return of Christ is that blessed doctrine that helps preserve us in the 
true faith that we might be watching and ready at His return. 
What is the practical application of the three comings of Advent to the 
believer’s life? We have seen how our salvation was accomplished by 
the coming of Christ in the flesh as the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29) 
which established our “peace with God” in free Justification, (Rom. 
5: 1). It is this relationship with God by faith that causes us to be able to 
look with hope for the return of our Savior without fear. Having once 
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come to earth to redeem mankind, Christ continues to come to us in the 
Church by the means of grace. It is the preaching of the Word and the 
administration of the Holy Sacraments that apply the Redemption of 
Christ to our sinful lives, forgive our sins, and prepare us for the day of 
His return when He will gather His people unto Himself and judge the 
earth. The practical effect of these doctrines in. our lives is that this 
reality of the soon return of Christ works within the believer a 
mysterious sanctifying influence that causes him to cling to the 
Redemption of Christ Jesus in the purifying means of grace. In writing 
about this reality, the Apostle John wrote in I John 3:2;3: “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” The believer is 
purified by means of the Holy Gospel, and the future coming of our 
Lord in glory provides the believer in Christ with tremendous 
motivation to walk with Christ in the daily forgiveness of his sins 
through the Word and Sacrament. 

As we prepare to commemorate the Blessed Nativity of our Lord in this 
Advent Season, we rejoice that the Divine “Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us” (John 1: 14). He who came to us as the Babe of 
Bethlehem, fulfilled the Divine Law of God perfectly for us, died a 
perfect death for our sins, and was raised for our Justification, (Rom. 
4:25), continues to come to us through His Word and Sacrament to 
apply the forgiveness of sins to us by faith. As we His people by faith 
in Christ continue to walk by faith in the precious forgiveness of all our 
sins through the Gospel, we rejoice in the promise of Christ to His 
believing children in John 14:2 & 3. “I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” In 
light of this blessed promise, we say with St. .John in Rev. 22:20: “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” Amen. 

- R.A.M. 
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(Matthew l:l-17; Luke 3:23-38) 

As we hear the blessed Christmas Gospel announced to Bethlehem’s 
shepherds (Luke 2%14), our hearts are indeed filled with joy and 
gladness because of the “peace on earth ” that God unilaterally declared 
for all mankind and His “good wilZ toward men” in reconciling the 
world unto Himself for the Savior’s sake (II Corinthians 5: 19). For, 
were it not for that forensic act of God and the assurance that its “good 
tidings of great joy” are intended for “all people ” -not just for the 
Jews but also for us Gentiles- our faith would be vain and empty. It 
would have no object to which it must cling for “peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5: 1); we would not be 
‘@st$ed freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 3:24); and “justification by faith” would amount to 
nothing but forgiveness because of obedience, the perverted concept of 
the Romanists. Sadly, those who deny God’s objective justification or 
general forgiveness of the world “in Christ” (II Corinthians 5: 19) 
whereby He unilaterally reconciled the world unto Himself, rob Christ’s 
atonement of its sufficiency ‘@r all” (II Corinthians 5: 15), limit “the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation ” (Titus 2: 11) to the elect 
[Calvinism], and make of faith a meritorious work on account of which 
God forgives the sins of “me and all believers” (Luther, Third Article). 
“From this preserve us, heavenly Father,” we pray with Luther during 
this holy Christmas season, as pernicious false teachers endeavor to rob 
us of our ‘Ijoy andpeace in believing” the good tidings of great joy that 
“a Savior, Christ the Lord, ” is born to US! 

Needless to say, if the babe born in Bethlehem’s stable and laid in a 
manger had NOT been “Christ, the Lord, ” if any doubt existed as to the 
authenticity of this proclaimed “Savior, ” surely there would be no 
Christmas joy, no peace with God, no comfort for poor sinners; and we 
all would have good reason still to be “sore afiaid” because of the 
unpropitiated justice of God and His unabating wrath against us. By 
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God’s grace, however, we have a frequently overlooked confirmation 
of the blessed Christmas Gospel and of the documented fact that the 
Babe of Bethlehem is the long-promised Messiah, the Seed of 
Abraham, and the Son of David, whose coming was foretold throughout 
the Old Testament. We have this confirmation in the genealogy of 
Jesus, reported to us by both Matthew and Luke as the penmen of the 
Holy Spirit. Matthew traces His legal geneazogy, reckoned by the Jews 
according to the ancestry of fathers and forefathers, while Luke traces 
Jesus’ physical genealogy through His biological mother, the Virgin 
Mary, and her “blood-line”. As we shall see, BOTH of these ancestral 
lines are crucial to the identification of the Messiah, the Christ of God; 
and these genealogies were therefore written for our learning, “that we 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope ” (Romans 15:4). 

Since Matthew’s original readers were Christians of Jewish descent, he 
refers primarily to Abraham and David as the guideposts in the 
Messiah’s genealogy; and he traces the Savior’s ancestry in the strictly 
ZegaZ manner from father to son (as the Jews would quite naturally 
demand it) from Abraham to David, from David to Zerubbabel (at the 
time of the Babylonian captivity)’ and from Zerubbabel to Joseph, the 
foster-father of Jesus. In several places the genealogy is abbreviated or 
contracted; and this has fueled a “critical” fire for centuries on the part 
of those who would attack the inerrancy of the Scriptures, characterize 
them as a purely “human” (rather than a “divine”) record, and cast 
doubt upon their authority. And, although the seeming “difficulties” 
and “discrepancies” can be reasonably explained and accounted for in 
any number of ways, the bottom-line response for a true Christian 
remains a simple one, understood and accepted by faith: What Matthew 
here records is that which the Holy Ghost moved him to write in the 
very words which the Holy Ghost provided him. Therefore we do not 
intend to argue cases against the various objections nor to treat the 
genealogy in detail in this necessarily brief article, except to point out 
several interesting features for their obvious significance. 

We have already mentioned Abraham as the initial “guide-post” of the 
genealogy, simply because, as Paul writes to the Galatians, “to 
Abraham and his seed were the promises made ” (3: 16) that in him and 
in his Seed all the nations of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 1213, 
18: 18, 22: 18); and this promise was passed down from generation to 
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generation in the “blessing ” of the firstborn or of the otherwise- 
designated Messianic heir (as in the case of Jacob and Judah). And, lest 
there be any speculation as to the identification of that “Seed, ” Paul 
names Him unequivocally: “And to thy Seed, which is Christ. ” In 
Christ, the designated or “anointed” High Priest, the one true Mediator 
between God and men, whose one sacrifice would suffice to atone for 
the sins of all mankind, “aZZ the nations of the earth”-Jews and 
Gentiles- would be blessed with the priceless gift of reconciliation. 
Thus the true Messiah had to be descended from Abraham; and, as 
Matthew clearly demonstrates in his genealogy, Jesus, the ZegaZ (though 
not the biologicaf) son of Joseph of Nazareth, was a descendant of 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, the patriarch of the Jews. 

Within three generations from Abraham, the genealogy was narrowed 
to descendancy from the tribe of Judah, one of Jacob’s twelve sons 
(Genesis 49: 10); and, at the pinnacle of Israel’s glory, it was narrowed 
still further, so that God Himself specified that His Messiah would 
come from the family of King David (II Samuel 7: 12-13; Psalm 89:3- 
4), as many of the Messianic prophecies also state (Isaiah 11: 1; 
Jeremiah 23:5-6; Ezekiel 34:23; 37:24). This line of descendancy was 
well understood by the Jews of Jesus’ day, who knew of the Messiah by 
His ancestral designation as the “Son of David” (Matthew 12~23; 
2242); and many of them also accorded Jesus that specific title as the 
profession of their faith in Him as the long-promised Redeemer of 
Israel. Thus Matthew carefully established Jesus’ uninterrupted line of 
legal descendancy also from ‘David the king”. 

It is interesting to note that Matthew does not “clean up” the ancestral 
line by deleting references to wicked kings -as he no doubt would 
have done, had he been the self-serving fiction-writer that the 
modernists regard him to be. Nor does he shun to include four women 
in the ancestral line, all of whom were despised by the Jews for various 
reasons: Tamar, who bore two sons to her father-in-law, Judah, after 
committing fornication with him; Rahab, the Canaanite harlot of 
Jericho, who hid Israel’s spies in advance of the siege of that city; Ruth, 
the Moabitess, who was shunned for being a Gentile, even though she 
embraced the true faith and became the great grandmother of King 
David; and Bathsheba, who committed adultery with David and with 
him brought disgrace upon his house. How significant indeed that the 
.Messiah of God would deign to be born of such wretched, miserable 
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sinners and, already before His conception, was “numbered with the 
transgressors ” (Isaiah 53) in His ancestry. How comforting that “such 
an High Priest became US” (Hebrews 7126) and so humbled Himself to 
be our Savior! 

Yet, as Matthew carefully points out, Jesus was only legally the son of 
Joseph, Mary’s husband when the Savior was born. As such, however, 
He was also leglrlcy entitled to all the rights and privileges and claims of 
inheritance due to the legitimate “Son of David; ” and His enemies were 
not able to disenfranchise Him of His Davidic heritage, though it 
clearly irritated them to hear Him addressed by that Messianic title 
(Matthew 2 1: 15 16). 

The evangelist, St. Luke, on the other hand, establishes the genealogy 
of Jesus bioZogicaZZy as the flesh-and-blood son of Mary, who also was 
descended from the house of David. Like Matthew, Luke in his first 
chapter already pointed out that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Ghost 
in the Virgin Mary and now states (Luke 3:23) that He was the son of 
Joseph only “as was supposed”by the general public who were 
unaware of the miraculous circumstances of His birth. Luke, writing 
initially to a Gentile named Theophilus, works backward, outlining the 
heritage of Christ, the Messiah, through physical blood-lines, not only 
as the Son of David and the Seed of Abraham; but he goes all the way 
back to Adam and to God Himself, Adam’s Creator and the Creator of 
the whole human race, thus giving to us Gentiles special consolation. 

As with Matthew’s genealogy, certain “difficulties” are claimed with 
respect to Luke’s account. But these too are easily disposed of by 
means of completely legitimate explanations without undermining the 
inerrancy and authority of the verbally-inspired Scriptures. The chief of 
these so-called “‘difficulties” lies in the reference in verse 23 to Joseph, 
Mary’s husband, as “the son of HeZi. ” Matthew reports that Joseph was 
the son of Jacob (v. 16). But, as elsewhere in Luke’s genealogy, the 
relationships of son and son-in-law are used indiscriminately, so that 
Joseph, the son of Jacob, was “the soyl of Iieli” bv marriage to Heli’s 
daughter, Mary (just as in verse 27, Salathiel, son of Jechonias 
according to Matthew, was the son-in-law of Neri). Thus Luke’s 
account clearly reports the natural genealogy of Jesus through His 
mother, Mary. 
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For our Christmas comfort and assurance, therefore, that the Babe of 
Bethlehem is, as the angel proclaimed to the shepherds, “Christ, the 
Lord, ” and therefore the only Savior of lost mankind, these genealogies 
were “written for our learning ” and ought not to be despised as 
“boring, meaningless, and at best inaccurate” recitations with no real 
significance for our faith. On the contrary, the Christmas Gospel itself 
is contained in them, namely, that in the fulness of time God kept every 
word of promise made to the Old Testament fathers and manifested 
forth His only-begotten Son in the flesh as the Seed of Abraham and the 
Son of David, as one of US, to be our Substitute under the Law and our 
Redeemer from its curse, and for His sake declared through the chorus 
of angels over Bethlehem’s fields, “On earth peace, good will toward 
men. .” Oh, therefore, “Thanks be unto God for His amspeakable 
G@! ” (II Corinthians 9: 15) 

- D.T.M. 
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are certain that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual 
benefits from your faithful reading of CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
articles which are based solidly upon the pure and unerring 
Word of God. 

Only 5.00 per year! 

UPP&~fib~,~ 

Scriptural Publications 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 
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WHY Jr WAS NECESSARY FOR THE 

BABY; BORNIN BE~YHLEHEM~ .ro 

BE THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD 

For nine months a human Fetus grew and struggled in the womb of the 
virgin Mary and first saw the light of day when Mary “brought forth 
her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and Zaid Him 
in a manger. ” (Luke 2:7) That human Fetus which Mary carried to its 
full term is the eternal Son of God. The Son of God became a human 
Baby, like unto us in every respect, yet without sin. He was without sin 
because He was miraculously conceived in the womb of the virgin 
Mary by the Holy Ghost even as the angel Gabriel had said to Mary, 
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that HoZy Thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God. ” (Luke 1:35) The Bible 
therefore describes how the Son of God, who is co-equal and co-eternal 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost in the Holy Trinity, took into His 
divine person a truly human nature. He “was madeflesh! ” (John 1: 17) 
The Apostle Paul, overwhelmed by this great mystery, declares in I 
Timothy 3: 16, “God was manzfest in the flesh! ” and in Colossians 2:9, 
“ln Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily! ” 

And this great mystery, into which God’s holy angels even desire to 
look with holy awe and wonder, is proclaimed by the herald angel to 
the shepherds that there is born unto them in the city of David “a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 11) which is the promised 
Messiah who is Jehovah - whom the Prophet Isaiah called, by 
inspiration of God, “the Mighty God, the everlasting Father!” (Isaiah 
9:6) 

In this way God began to carry out, “in the fulness of time ” (Galatians 
4:4) His wondrous plan of salvation which He resolved upon in eternity 
“before the world began, ” (II Timothy 1:9,10 and Titus 1:2), a plan for 
the salvation of all lost and condemned mankind - from Adam to the 
very last person ever to be born into this sin-cursed world! But HOW 
could this be done through this newborn Babe of Bethlehem? 
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In planning the salvation of the human race, God could not violate His 
divine justice. He could not go back on the curse which He had 
pronounced upon Adam and Eve and consequently upon all people 
because of sin, for the Bible says in Romans 5: 12, “By One man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon al2 
men, for that all have sinned. ” Scripture also restates God’s curse in 
Galatians 3: 10, “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the Book of the Law to do them. ” The Babe in 
Bethlehem is the very Savior we needed to satisfy God’s justice and to 
redeem us from the curse of God’s holy Law. We therefore read of 
Him in Hebrews 2: 16 17, “For verily He took not on Him the nature of 
angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham, wherefore in all 
things it behooved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He 
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people, ” and in Galatians 
414, “When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, 
made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem them that were 
under the Law! ” and in Romans 813, “God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the jlesh; that the 
righteousness of the Law might be fulftlled in us.” Here is the “Seed of 
the woman, ” the Descendant of the woman, promised to Adam and Eve 
already in the first Gospel promise (Genesis 3: 15) when man fell into 
sin. He is the perfect Savior because He is true God and true man in 
one Person: True God begotten of the Father from eternity - by eternal 
generation; True Man, by a miracle of the Holy Ghost, through His 
conception in the womb of the virgin Mary and His natural human birth 
in a stable in Bethlehem where as a helpless infant He was laid in a 
manger. 

It is therefore the plain and clear teaching of Scripture that, since His 
birth in Bethlehem, the Son of God is not only true God but also true 
man so that it may be said of Him into all eternity: God is man and This 
man is God! The eternal Son of God, who is above the Law, became a 
true man that We might be able to take our place under the Law and 
bear the curse of the Law in His own sinless body as our Substitute. As 
a true man, the sinless Son of God was able to humble Himself by 
substituting His own sinless body and soul for the sinful body and soul 
of every descendant of Adam and Eve. “[God] hath made Him, who 
knew no sin, to be sin for us, ” (II Corinthians 5:21). By His sinless 
conception and birth, He, the eternal and almighty Son of God, was able 
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to redeem us from our sinful conception and birth (Psalm 5 1:5); by His 
holy life, He, the eternal and almighty Son of God, was able to redeem 
us from our life of sin and corruption (Romans 5: 19); by His bitter 
suffering and death, He, the eternal and almighty Son of God, was able 
to redeem us from the everlasting curse of Hell which all people 
deserve because of their sins (Galatians 3: 13). He was able to be 
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities (Isaiah 
53:5) and upon Him God was able to lay the iniquity of us all “that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life, ” (John 3: 16). Thanks be to God that the Babe, born in Bethlehem, 
is indeed God’s own Son. Our eternal salvation depends on this great 
Scriptural truth which we express in so many of our truly Lutheran 
Christmas hymns such as the one below: 

0 Lord we welcome Thee, Our hearts for joy are leaping. 
Thou, Jesus, dearest Child, Thy precious promise keeping, 
Art come from heav ‘n to earth To be our Brother dear; 

Thou, gracious Son of God, Wilt banish all ourfear. 

The mighty Son of God, His majesty concealing, 
Dwells with our fallen race To give us balm and healing. 

The everlasting God Descends from realms above, 
Becomes a winsome Child, Reveals His Father’s love. 

Ah, sweet and gentle name! Its echoes far are sounding, 
It pierces hearts of stone And tells of love abounding. 

0 Jesus, dearest Child, On Thee will we rely, 
And, calling on Thy name, We die not when we die. 

To Thee alone we cling, For Thee all else forsaking; 
On Thee alone we build 1710 ’ heav ‘n and earth be quaking. 

To Thee alone we live, In Thee alone we die; 
0 Jesus, dearest Lord With Thee we reign on high. Amen. 

(T.L.H. 93) 

- P.R.B. 
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Around the World 

Few of the Ten Commandments are important to most Germans, according 
to a survey published by Der Spiegel (The Mirror) magazine. The 
commandment, “I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods 
before me,” was found to be the least important one, with only 33 percent 
of those surveyed considering it important.” “Only four of Christianity’s 
Ten Commandments are viewed as significant by almost all German men 
and women,” the magazine said. A much higher number of Germans find 
it important to honor their parents than to be faithful to their spouse. 
Ninety-seven percent of those surveyed said they accepted the 
commandment “You shall not kill.” Other commandments that most 
accepted were those that addressed honoring parents and not stealing. But 
there was less agreement on sexual morahty . . . “only 18 percent of 
Catholics and 5 percent of Protestants regularly attend worship” . . . 
(Religious News Service) 

Here is the country where Martin Luther was born and raised. Here 
he fought so courageously in removing the shameful errors which had 
crept into the church and restored the pure Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Here he unselfishly gave of his talents and gifts not for earthly 
riches, but rather to serve his fellow countrymen and to glorify his 
Lord and Savior. But unfortunately the old adage applies: 
Unthankfulness is the world’s reward! That pure Gospel which 
Luther restored has been relegated to the background by the 
rationalistic philosophies of the “wiseacres” as Luther would call them. 
The precious truths of God’s Holy Word which Luther believed and 
confessed no longer sound forth from most of the pulpits; instead, 
man’s reason has been elevated to be the First Commandment. Is it 

142 



any wonder then that the various cults and sects have grown and 
flourished in that cradle of the Reformation? As we read about the 
event taking place in Germany, we are reminded of Luther’s 
prophecy, “1 shudder and fear that Germany, too, will shortly be 
visited and terribly punished because of the great ingratitude (on our 
part) and the blasphemous contempt for the dear Word (on the 
enemy’s part) - the Word which God lets shine so clearly and 
abundantly in these dangerous last times. He can be patient for a long 
time when people are wicked; but when they despise and persecute His 
Word, His patience is at an end, and the final punishment is at hand, 
as it was in the case of the Jews, Greeks, Romans, etc.” . . . “After our 
time punishment will come upon Germany and other countries, too, 
because of the terrible ingratitude and contempt for the dear, saving 
Word which was preached to them purely and abundantly. After this 
bright light a terrible, horrible darkness will come. May Christ 
comfort and help His little flock and put an end to the misery by His 
glorious advent. Amen” (What Luther Says, Vol. I, pages 532,533). 

The Lutheran State Church of Sweden, a member of the World Council of 
Churches, is as blasphemously liberal as it is possible to be. The 
Archbishop of Sweden, Dr. Karl-Gustav Hammar, supports the ordination 
of homosexual priests. A few months ago the Lutheran Cathedral in 
Uppsala exhibited poster-sized photographs depicting Jesus Christ and the 
Apostles as homosexuals. One photograph depicted “a transvestite version 
of the Last Supper” and another “a naked portrait of Jesus being baptized 
by John the Baptist” (The Irish Times, Oct. 8, 1998). 

In 1984, then Archbishop of the Church of Sweden, Krister Stendahl, 
stated in an interview with journalist Elisabeth Frank1 that “to hold to a 
belief in just one God is idolatry” and that one can pray to God as 
“Energy” (translated from the Swedish Lutheran quarterly Biblicum). 
Stendahl claimed that God is more urgently concerned with bringing 
justice in the world than with “saving souls.” When asked directly if he 
believed in God, Stendahl replied, “I think I’ve risen above matters of faith 
and doubt . . . I really don’t know what it means to ask whether ‘there is’ a 
God.” He said, “The whole question of God’s existence leaves me cold.” 
When asked about life after death, Stendahl replied that an idea of a 
heavenly paradise is a “childish human dream.” (Christian News, May 3 1, 
1999) 
Such churches are no longer “Lutheran” churches, but have 
degenerated into the citadels of the devil, the father of all lies (John 
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8:44)! The true Lutheran Church is the Bible Church. It receives the 
Word of God, the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as 
the only source and norm of doctrine, the sole authority in the matters 
of Christian faith and life. We state in our Lutheran Confessions, 
“The Word of God shall establish articles of faith and no one else, not 
even an angel” (Smalcald Art., Art. II; see Gal. 1:8,9). The true 
Lutheran Church recognizes that all manner of false doctrine is 
rebellion against God, the invention of the devil, and will not tolerate 
false doctrine in the Church. Unfortunately many people have the 
tendency to place all who bear the name “Lutheran” into one lump, 
even though it can be readily seen that those who parade as Lutherans 
and at the same time deny and even scoff at the plain teachings of Holy 
Writ are not Lutherans but followers of the devil! The Apostle Peter 
warns, “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily (secretly) shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of’ . . . (II Peter 2: 1,2). 

“I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, do hereby proclaim June 1999 as Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Month. I encourage all Americans to observe this month with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities that celebrate our diversity, and to 
remember throughout the year the gay and lesbian Americans whose many 
and varied contributions have enriched our national life. IN WITNESS 
WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of June in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-third. WILLIAM J. CLINTON” 
“For the first time, the rainbow flag that serves as a symbol of the gay and 
lesbian communities will fly over the Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio. The 
flag will mark the Columbus gay and lesbian community’s annual Pride 
Holiday festivities” . . . 
“Back in New York, Mayor Rudolph Giuliani marched, as he always does, 
with Log Cabin, a gay Republican group” . . . 
Recently we read where China’s richest and most westernized city is 
confronting an unpleasant underside of being a modern, 
consumer-oriented metropolis: garbage. Tons of it. We, too, in our 
country are literally being inundated by garbage, a garbage which 
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seeks to undermine and destroy the well-being of the State! And it is 
all being done in the name of freedom and liberty! The above news 
item is an example of the shameful abuse of such freedom on the part 
of those who would give our country a new name - Sodom and 
Gomorrah! By their arrogant and brazen advocacy of perversion as 
witnessed by the news media, tv, internet, and political lobbying, they 
are destroying the very foundations of our beloved country. The Word 
of God tells us that “righteousness exalteth a nation” (Prov. 14:34), but 
they trample underfoot even all civil righteousness in the pursuit of 
their unnatural vices. How revolting it is that even the president of 
our country, instead of denouncing such perversion, proclaims “June 
1999 as Gay and Lesbian Pride Month? How unfortunate to observe 
not only the president, but also the vice-president, many of the 
members of congress and our governors, who lack the moral fiber and 
intestinal fortitude to denounce such perversion as being detrimental 
to the welfare of our society. Marriage (the union between husband 
and wife), the home, and the family have always been the foundation of 
every civilized society. Remove that and we are rapidly becoming ripe 
for destruction. We Christians know that the last days of the world 
will be characterized by the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah (Luke 
17:28-30). The Lord Jesus reminds us that when we see these things 
come to pass that we should lift up our heads and know that our 
redemption draweth nigh (Luke 21128). “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20). 

-i-P*** ++-vi”++** 

The trend towards building larger and larger mega-churches in the United 
States continues. In 1998 there was a reported six billion dollars in new 
church construction. . . . On an average weekend with one Saturday evening 
service and two Sunday services Southeast Christian, located in a southeast 
suburb of Louisville, Kentucky, worships between 12,000 and 15,000 
during the summer. Since the first service held in the new facility on 
Christmas, 1998, until June 1, 1999, the congregation has taken in 1,04 1 
new members in five months and grown to 15,000 members. Southeast 
Christian was founded on July 1, 1962. The reported final construction 
cost, including the 105acre site, is just under $88,000,000. . . . They 
comfortably seat 9,100 worshipers on three levels. The two-story atrium 
with a gently peaked roof is larger than a football field. The overall length 
of the worship center and adjoining atrium/education wing and fellowship 
center is 927 feet. This does not include the new stand alone 10 million 
dollar youth and athletic center . . . Each of the five levels has a large 
circular hallway surrounding the sanctuary, with easily accessible luxurious 
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restrooms along the outside walls. There are 405 toilets in all . . . (Christian 
News, July 19, 1999) 

What about the teachings in these “mega” churches which have been 
sprouting up throughout the country? Does not the Lord Jesus 
command the church, “teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever 
I have commanded you”? (Matt. 28:20). This means that the Bible 
alone is to be the sole source and norm of all Christian teaching in the 
church and according to which all teachers in the church are to be 
judged. What about the pastors of such “mega” churches who will 
have to answer to the Lord for the souls entrusted to their care? 
Which of them will be able to say, “I have not shunned to declare unto 
you all the counsel of God”? (Acts 20:27). And what about the unity in 
doctrine where all believe, teach and confess the same Biblical 
teachings? “That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 1%); “that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (I Cor. 1:lO). And what about those who teach contrary to 
any Scriptural doctrine. 9 “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned; and avoid them” (Rom. l&17). These are things which 
are utterly foreign to such “mega” churches which label themselves as 
being non-denominational. Their confessional platform is 
intentionally couched in such ambiguous language that most any 
member of a present-day denomination would be able to subscribe. 
Each one is allowed to interpret Scripture according to his/her own 
personal point of view so that the old adage applies, “Agreeing to 
disagree without agreeing.” Such “mega” churches actually constitute 
a way of life, a community, country club, organization, thus serving as 
an entertainment center and social agency all rolled into one. 
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WorshiD Service .,....................m......m*...........*.... 7:30 D.rn. 
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