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the true visible Church on earth. 
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called “Lutheran” church bodies by com- 
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God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in 
the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

To expose false teaching and prac- 
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nations as signs of the times. 
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misinformation of which we are not aware 
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tion. Also to clarify any information or 
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may create a wrong impression. 
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MISTAKEN CHRISTIANITY 

To many people the word Christian is just a name - a name which is 
merely a title for a life style of upright human behavior. The sectarian 
churches and even many who call themselves “Lutheran” often mis- 
judge civil righteousness for Christianity. A person who has a high 
degree of civil righteousness is often mistaken for a Christian. Most of 
the citizens of the United States and especially also the politicians and 
talk-show hosts are ignorant of what constitutes Christianity, and con- 
ceive of it merely as the teaching of civil morality - a moral life 
inspired by the example of Christ and in accordance with the so-called 
“Judeo-Christian ethic. I9 This has become so obvious in our nation that 
even public school teachers are told that they are teaching Christianity 
if they write on the blackboard or have a sign in their classroom stating, 
“Thou shalt not kill, ” “Thou shalt not steal, ” or “Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. ” 

Civil Righteousness, the so-called “good” in man which flows from the 
natural knowledge of God (Hebrews 3:4; Psalm 19:l; Romans 1:19,20) 
and from the remnant of the Law written in man’s heart (Romans 
2: 14,15), cannot possibly, by any stretch of the imagination, be identi- 
fied with Christianity or with being a Christian. Civil righteousness is 
judged in the light of the Law, on the basis of which an unbelieving 
person may be called, in a worldly sense, a “nice guy,” “a trustworthy 
person, ” “a good neighbor, ” “an honest business man,” “a good teacher, 
lawyer, politician, etc .” None of these adjectives, however, make a 
person a Christian. He may be civilly righteous and morally upright in 
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the eyes of men, but not in the eyes of the Lord God who, in His Law, 
demands one hundred percent perfection (see: Leviticus 19:2; Matthew 
548; James 2: 10; Galatians 3:lO). The Bible teaches that such civil 
righteousness is as “filthy rags” in God’s sight (Psalm 14:3; Isaiah 
64:6). 

Yet, the idea that civil righteousness has something to do with a 
person’s identity as a Christian is nothing new to the sectarians. The 
father of the reformed sects, Ulrich Zwingli (1484- 153 l), wrote, shortly 
before his death, that he ranks Socrates, Aristides, and other heathen 
philosophers among the Old and New Testament saints in heaven 
because, in spite of the fact that they were not acquainted with the 
Scriptures, much of what they taught was in harmony with Biblical 
morality. It is this same stripe of sectarianism which judges the Jews as 
“God’s chosen people” in spite of their rejection of their Savior. It is 
this stripe of sectarianism which exalts and praises the life of a person 
who has died - so that when a prominent person dies (e.g. Princess Di, 
Bill Gates’ mother, a policeman or fireman killed in the line of duty), 
the funeral service is called a “cetebration ” of the person’s life. And 
we hear on such occasions, “0, what a good person so-and-so was,” “If 
anyone deserves to be in heaven, she surely does!” “Her life was so 
Christ-like,” “ She was involved in so many charities,” or “He did so 
much for the children,” “ He was always so cheerful and full of life,” 
“He was a fine husband and father,” or “She always went about doing 
good and spreading good cheer,” etc., etc. Many a person today thinks 
that he is a “Christian” because of his outward life, because of the good 
things which he has accomplished on account of which others must 
think highly of him, and because, in his own way, he has made this 
world, in his estimation, a better place in which to live. This is 
characteristic of modern Christianity, which is no more than cryptohea- 
thenism! And the people are deceived, and their “itching ears” are 
soothed (II Timothy 4:3,4). 

A person’s Christianity can be judged only in the Light of the Gospel! 
The Gospel is the “good news” of our salvation, procured for us by our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who, although He is true God, took into His divine 
person a truly human nature, making it possible for Him to take our 
place under the Law, to keep the Holy Law of God perfectly in our 
stead, and to suffer, as our Substitute, the eternal punishment of Hell 
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which we deserve because of our sins - that all who believe in Him 
“might not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3: 16; Romans lOi4; 
Galatians 3: 13). 

A true Christian is, therefore, a person who, in his heart, recognizes his 
sinfulness and wretchedness from his mother’s womb (Psalm 5 15; 
Ephesians 2:3) and that daily he sins against God in his thoughts, 
desires, words, and actions (Matthew 15:19). A true Christian realizes 
that he deserves absolutely nothing from the Lord God but His wrath, 
displeasure, death, and eternal damnation because of his sins. A true 
Christian is certain of the fact that, in and through Christ’s work of 
redemption, the Lord God has forgiven the sins of the whole world and 
has pronounced all people righteous for Jesus’ sake (see: Romans 
3122-24; Ephesians 1:7), that “whosoever believeth in Him shall receive 
remission of sins ” (see also: Romans 4:5; Romans 3:28). A true 
Christian realizes that even his faith in Christ is something which he 
could not accomplish by his own will, reason, or strength - but that his 
faith in the Lord Jesus as his only Savior and Redeemer is the work of 
the Holy Ghost through the Gospel which, as St. Paul says, is “the 
power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1%). This is what makes 
people “Christians” and distinguishes them from all the other people in 
this world, e.ven though they may have a high degree of civil righteous- 
ness. True Christianity therefore has nothing to do with the so-called 
“Judeo-Christian ethic. ” A person, then, is not a Christian because he 
lives a Christian life, but a person lives a Christian life because he is a 
Christian. His life, as a Christian, is the fruit of his faith out of love for 
Jesus, his Savior, by which he glorifies the God of his salvation. 

Apparently the unbelievers think that if they celebrate the life of a loved 
one or of some prominent figure loudly enough, that person cannot help 
but be in heaven - and thus their own conscience is appeased and 
silenced, even though their loved one or the prominent person who died 
is writhing in the torments of hell. The Lord God is not bluffing when 
He says, “He that believeth not shall be damned!” (Mark 16: 16) 

A true Christian, therefore, at the time of his death, does not want 
people to celebrate his life, but rather to celebrate God’s grace in Christ 
Jesus through whom he, a lost and condemned sinner, has received the 
forgiveness of sins, victory over death and the grave, and the certain 
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hope of life everlasting. Our Lutheran death and burial hymns do not 
celebrate the life of the Christian who has died, but rather celebrate his 
death as his glorious birthday into heaven. How wonderful it is to sing: 

Jesus for my sake descended 
My salvation to obtain; 

Death and hell for me are ended, 
Peace and hope are now my gain; 

Yea, with joy I leave earth’s sadness 
For the h.ome of heav’nly gladness, 

Where I shall forever see 
God, the Holy Trinity. 

(T.L.H. 601,3) 

-P. R. B. 

WELCOME 

TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and 
are certain that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual 
benefits from your faithful reading of CONCORDIA 
LUTHERAN articles which are based solidly upon the pure and 
unerring Word of God. 

Only $3.00 per year! 
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!HTegaue some . . . pastors and teachers; for the perjhting of the saints, for 
the workof the mini&y, for the edi%,irg of the 6ody of Christ,” 

-Ephians 4:lUl2 

It is a most comforting teaching of the Scriptures that not only Christ’s 
State of Humiliation but also His State of Exaltation occurred for the 
salvation of sinners. This blessed fact is compromised and actually 
denied by those who make the redemptive work of Christ in the State of 
Humiliation the exclusive object of saving faith. Indeed they all but 
ignore His victorious descent into hell, His resurrection for our justifica- 
tion, and His ascension to the right hand of His heavenly Father as 
belonging to the foundation of the Christian’s confidence. The writer to 
the Hebrews, however, links the two states of Christ when he points out 
that the Lord Jesus, as “the Author and Finisher of our faith, ” specifi- 
cally anticipated, while in His State of Humiliation, according to His 
divine omniscience communicated to His human nature, “the joy that 
was set before Him” in His coming exaltation; and, with that joyous, 
glorious, and triumphant end in view, He “endured the cross, despising 
the shame” (Hebrews 12:2). Moreover, the Apostle Paul in his 
“classic” description of the states of Christ in Philippians 2:5-l 1 di- 
rectly attributes the exaltation of Christ’s human nature to the Father’s 
unqualified satisfaction with His Son’s vicarious atonement, saying: 
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him . . . ” Thus the entire 
Gospel of reconciliation is firmly anchored in the two states of Christ; 
and our faith rests upon both the humble and obedient Substitute for 
sinners and the glorified and exalted Lord, who now, also according to 
His human nature, always and fully uses the divine attributes communi- 
cated to His human nature and rules and fills all things with divine 
power and majesty (Catechism Questions 148 and 154). 
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The same blessed relationship exists between the states of Christ in His 
threefold office, that of Prophet, Priest, and King. For the purpose of 
this present article, we center upon His prophetic office, the office in 
which He reveals Himself to be the very Son of God and the only 
Savior of lost mankind. This office is most easily recognized in His 
own public ministry during His visible sojourn here on earth, where we 
behold Him in the holy Gospels preaching and teaching “as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes” (Matthew 7:29). It is the office 
prophesied of the Messiah already by Moses in the Old Testament, who 
told the Children of Israel: “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth.ren, like unto me; unto Him 
ye shall hearken” (Deuteronomy 18: 15), and the office affirmed of 
Christ by God the Father on the Mount of Transfiguration when He 
said: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye 
Him” (Matthew 17:5). Christ’s prophetic office in His State of Humili- 
ation included also the innumerable miracles whereby He confirmed 
His almighty power and authority, His own prophecies of things to 
come, His exposition of the Old Testament Scriptures particularly in 
those passages referring to Himself, and His debates with the scribes 
and Pharisees in which He expounded, defended, and demonstrated the 
authority, inerrancy, integrity and sufficiency of “Moses and the 
prophets ” (Luke 16:29 and 3 1). His prophetic office was in no way 
“defective” in His State of Humiliation just because He did not always 
and fully use the divine attributes communicated to His human nature; 
on the contrary, Christ’s divine authority was not diminished in His 
State of Humiliation, nor did His message lack anything in substance, or 
in efficacy, or in power, or in truth (John 6:63; 8:31-32). 

Christ’s prophetic office then continued in His State of Exaltation after 
His resurrection from the dead as He “expounded unto [His disciples] 
in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27), as He 
“opened their understanding, that they might understand the scrip- 
tures, ” (v. 45) and spent the forty days before His ascension “speaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3), and as He 
committed to His Church on earth the Office of the Keys -the office 
of the Word and Sacraments, of forgiving and retaining sins (John 
20:21-23)- the public administration of which He vested in the Pas- 
toral Office of His local flocks or congregations (John 21115-17). How 
the disciples’ hearts “did burn within [them] while He talked with 
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[them] by the way, and while He opened to [them] the scriptures!” 
(Luke 24:32). And how Christians still today often “bum” with a 
misguided desire to listen to the Savior’s own voice, to sit personally at 
His feet (as did Mary of Bethany), and to hear H1M expound His 
precious Word of Life! Wouldn’t that Word be more authoritative, 
wouldn’t that direct hearing be more effective, than the second-hand 
“ministry of reconciliation” (II Corinthians 5: 19-20) we have today?? 

Fortunately, for our own comfort and assurance, we can answer such 
speculations with a resounding “No!” on the basis of God’s clear and 
inert-ant Word. For the ascended Savior’s prophetic office continues 
uninterrupted to this very day and will continue to the end of time as the 
exalted Christ sends men to preach in His Name. His prophetic office is 
generally exercised when an individual Christian bears personal wit- 
ness to the precious truth of His Word (John 8:31-32), speaks as the 
oracles of God (I Peter 4:l l), confesses Jesus Christ before men 
(Matthew 10:32) as the only Name under heaven whereby we must be 
saved (Acts 4:12), owns Him as his personal Savior (Romans 10:8-lo), 
gathers with true brethren for edification from the Word (Hebrews 
10:25), marks and avoids errorists (Romans 16:17), and brings up his 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). 

But the ascended Christ’s prophetic office is very speciaZZy exercised 
through the Pastoral Office of the local congregation, the office of 
preaching and teaching in the Church. This is an office distinct from the 
spiritual priesthood of all believers, established by Christ Himself, and 
vested originally in “the Apostles whom He had chosen” (Acts 112). 
Incumbents of this office are not to usurp the rights of the spiritual 
priesthood, but they administer those rights pubMy for the local 
congregation of believers. Indeed, while some of the special aspects 
and gifts peculiar to the ministry of the Apostles have passed away, their 
office of preaching the Word of God, of administering the Sacraments, 
and of feeding and overseeing the flock of God is to continue to the end 
(I Peter 51-4). The Bible in its clear and certain passages (sedes 
doctrinae) teaches that the pastoral functions, qualifications, duties, 
responsibilities, and authority, as well as the honor due to the Apostolic 
Office, are the same for the Pastoral Office. This is a divinely instituted 
and commanded office (Titus 1:5) in which pastors who proclaim and 
teach the Word of God as taught by Jesus and the Apostles and Prophets 



speak with the same authority as they did, yea, in the Savior’s own 
voice, who assures His mouthpieces and ambassadors: “He that heareth 
you heareth Me, and he that despiseth, you despiseth Me; and he that 
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me ” (Luke 10: 16). Through this 
office of preaching, in which He gives His Church “pastors and 
teachers, ” the ascended Christ continues in His prophetic office to 
make known His will and grace to the children of men, for the 
“perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the ediJLing of 
the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4: 12). Thus Luther rightly states: 
“When the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine 
command, . . . this is as valid and certain in heaven also, as if Christ our 
dear Lord, dealt with us Himself.” Yea, when His ambassadors preach, 
Christ Himself is preaching; when they teach, pupils sit at the feet of 
their ascended Savior; when they “exh.ort and convince the gainsay- 
ers, ” Christ Himself is bringing the needed admonition; and when they 
“feed the flock” to which they have been called by the Holy Ghost, 
Christ Himself is building up His mystical body, the Church, and is 
arming it and strengthening it to “withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6: 13). Thus we pray with the hymn- 
writer to our ascended and yet ever-present Prophet: 

Thou hast, 0 Lord, returned, to God’s right hand ascending; 
Yet Thou art in the world, Thy Kingdom here extending. 
Thro’ preaching of Thy Word in every land and clime, 

Thy people 3 faith is kept until the end of time. 

0 blessed ministry of reconciliation, 
That sh.ows the way to God and brings to us salvation! 
By Thine evangel pure, Lord, Thou preserv ‘st Thy fold, 

Dost call, enlighten, keep, dost comfort and uphold. 

(T.L.H. 485,2-3) 

-D. T. M. 
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‘fchristj is even at the riiht hadof God; whu aLio maketh in- 
tercession for us. a 

-~o??larL5 8:34 

The account of the ascension of our dear Savior is recorded in various 
places in Holy Writ, the chief one being found in Acts, chapter I, “And 
when He had spoken these things, while they beheld, He was taken up; 
and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked 
stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them 
in wh,ite apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven ? This same Jesus, which is taken up from. you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven” (vv. 9-l 1). 

The Lord Jesus had fulfilled the Will of His heavenly Father. As our 
Priest He fulfilled the Law of God perfectly in our stead. “When the 
,fLilness of the time was come, God sentSforth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under th.e Law, to redeem th.em that were under the Law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:4,5). Now “Christ is the 
end of the Law for righteousness to everyone that believeth” (Rom. 
10:4). As our High Priest, He “is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 

from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily, 
as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for His own sins, and 
then for the people 3: for this He did once, when He offered up Himself” 
(Heb. 7:26,27). Christ, the true High Priest and the innocent Lamb of 
God, had made atonement by offering up Himself as the sacrifice for the 
sins of all people. His work of redemption was completed. And now 
through faith in His all-sufficient sacrifice we have peace with God. 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord JTesus Christ” (Rom. 53. 
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Although Jesus has ascended into the heavens to be at the right hand of 
God where He rules and fills all things with His divine power and 
majesty, He has not forgotten us. He still remains our High Priest who 
intercedes and pleads for us before His heavenly Father. Do we need 
such intercession? Indeed we do! Unfortunately, however, there are 
those within the pale of Christendom (particularly among the Pente- 
costal groups) who think that once a person becomes a Christian, then, 
after he has received a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he no 
longer sins. Attempting to bolster their position, they refer to I John 3: 
6 and 9: “Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not . . . Whosoever is born 
of God doth not commit sin; for His seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God. ” But this same Apostle John 
also writes in this very same epistle, “If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us . . . if we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us” (1:X-10). 

Is there a contradiction? God forbid! Having been brought to faith by 
the Holy Spirit through the Gospel, we no longer have only one nature, 
our sinful flesh. Now through faith in Jesus as our Savior, a new man 
has been born (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:lO). Our new nature is indeed perfect 
and “cannot sin. ” But even though we Christians stand holy and 
spotless before the heavenly Father because of the redemptive work of 
Jesus, our High Priest, nevertheless, we Christians still have our de- 
praved human nature, our sinful flesh, the Old Adam, with which to 
contend. Thus we find a constant warfare going on within our hearts. It 
is a bitter struggle which will never end as long as this life lasts. “For 
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and 
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would” (Gal. 5117). 

We observe this in the case of the Apostle Paul where, in his Epistle to 
the Romans, chapter 7, he speaks not as an unbeliever but rather as a 
true believing child of God. He says, “For that which I do I allow not; 
for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I do 
that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. Now then 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know that in 
me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is good Ifind not. For the good 
that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I 
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do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but I see another 
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members” (w. 15-23). 
And when the Apostle Paul writes to his co-laborer, Timothy, reminding 
him that “this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, ” he adds, “of wh.om I 
AM chief” (I Tim. 1: 15). 

Each of us - every Christian - must confess that there is not a day 
which passes wherein he commits no sin in thought, desire, word and 
deed! Remember that Jesus taught His disciples - those who believed 
and confessed Him to be their Lord and Savior - the Lord’s Prayer. 
And what about the 5th Petition? “‘And forgive us OUR trespasses ” . . . 
How dare we, how could we, skip these words when praying this Prayer 
of all prayers ! Dr. Luther correctly states in his explanation to this 
petition, “We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not 
look upon our sins, nor on their account deny our prayer; for we are 
worthy of none of the things for which we pray, neither have we 
deserved them; but that He would grant them all to us by grace; for we 
daily sin much and indeed deserve nothing but punishment” . . . God’s 
Word tells us that “th.ere is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not” (Eccl. 7120). 

Moreover, we Christians are constantly plagued by the devil and the 
world which entice us to sin and seek to rob us of our faith in Jesus. 
The devil is a real master in the art of casting our sins up before our 
mind’s eye and making it appear as though all were lost because there is 
no forgiveness to be had. Do not think for a moment that the devil never 
succeeds in this attempt. The example of Judas Iscariot is a grim 
reminder. How wonderful that we can look to Jesus our ascended 
Savior who stands before the heavenly Father and pleads our cause. “If 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous” (I John 2: 1). The Savior points to His substitutional suffer- 
ing and death which the heavenly Father has accepted by raising Him 
from the dead. “He (Christ) was declared to be the Son of God . . . by the 
resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 1:4). 
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In view of all this, “who is he that condemneth?” There is no one who 
can rightfully condemn us as long as we repent of our sins and cling to 
Jesus in true faith. Going unto the Father by way of Jesus, we do not 
have to fear rejection (John 145). Knowing that Jesus, our Savior, 
intercedes for us, makes us Christians rejoice in His ascension! It 
makes the faith within our hearts, which rests upon His unerring Word 
of Truth, certain so that we can confidently say with the Apostle, “who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? . . . nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (vv. 35-39). 

-M. L. N. 

Even while Christ was on the earth in His State of Humiliation, He was 
King over all things. When Pontius Pilate brazenly said to Jesus, 
“Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to 
release thee? “, Jesus replied, Thou couldes? have no power at all 
against m.e, except it were given thee from above.” (John 19: 11) And 
since the Son of man who came down from heaven was also still in 
heaven (John 3: 13), it was also He in His Kingly office who had the 
power and authority to give Pilate authority. In short, Christ was King 
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even in His Humiliation even though according to His human nature He 
did not always and fully exercise His ,divine attributes communicated to 
His human nature. 

However, now that our Lord Jesus has ascended on high, He remains 
our King, but exercises His kingship in the State of Exaltation. Now, 
even according to His human nature, Christ is fully and always exercis- 
ing the divine attributes communicated to His human nature. Therefore, 
even now at God’s right hand, Christ is Ruler and King over all things. 
Our text says, “far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every nam.e that is named. ” 

That Christ is King means that in spite of the fact that Satan is the prince 
of this world, Satan does not actually rule this world. Whatever havoc 
Satan may create, he does not have free reign. Satan may actuate the 
kings and rulers of this world to the ugliest depths of immoral living and 
ruthless misuse of power, yet Christ has all such enemies under His feet, 
making them His footstool (Psalm 1lO:l). Also Psalm 2 says, “The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against th.e Lord, and against His anointed, saying, Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth in th.e 
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.” (Psalm 
2: l-4) 

Indeed, Christ as King rules this world in the interest of the Church. As 
the text above says, “and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
Church “. The phrase, “to the Church, ” means in the interest and 
welfare of the Church. The world, even as it rages against the Church, 
is still governed by Christ for the ultimate good of the Church. This is 
why we as Christians are not to fret about the conditions in this world. 
Many well-meaning, but misguided Christians, forgetting that Christ is 
King, let the affairs of this world strike fear and worry into their hearts. 
They get drawn into all sorts of political movements and causes which 
divert their attention from and rob them of the comfort of the fact that 
Christ sits at God’s right hand ruling all things. This is why the Bible 
says, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth. ” (Col. 3: l-2) 
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What is more, as our ascended King, Christ rules and governs His 
Church, “His body, the fulness of him that jilleth all in all. ” The 
Church is Christ’s spiritual. Body. It is the Communion of saints. It is 
made up of the elect children of God. Yet this Invisible Church must 
live here within the Church Visible which is beset by false sons within 
its pale. Christ’s true Church of believers will suffer persecution, 
ridicule, mockery and shame. It will be a Church under a cross. It will 
be a Church Militant. It will have to contend for the faith over against 
false prophets who shall arise and, like wolves, seek to devour the flock. 
Nevertheless, the Church has the blessed assurance that the very gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matt. 16: 18) Why? Christ the King 
and Head of the Church will guard and protect His little flock to whom 
EIe says, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. ” (Luke 12:32) This is a great comfort in that 
although men in the Church may at times make a mess of things, Christ 
oversees and guides the fortunes of His Church. As God’s Word 
promises, “For we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 
(Romans 8:28) 

Now then, are we ever to expect Christ our King to set up a rule here on 
earth? Will the success of Christ’s kingly rule be judged by His finally 
rectifying all ills here on earth? In short, will Christ “restore again the 
kingdom to Israel ?” (Acts 15) Christ’s answer to this question of His 
very own disciples was this: “It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons which the Father hath put in his own power. ” (Acts 1~7) This 
does not answer the disciples’ question in the affirmative, but in the 
negative. His answer is in perfect agreement with His own teaching that 
His return will usher in the Last day, a day wherein no man knoweth the 
day or hour. Thus, the success of Christ’s kingly rule will be that He 
will deliver His elect out of this world into His heavenly Kingdom 
where they shall live and reign with Him for all eternity. Then Christ 
will most certainly destroy all His enemies with the brightness of His 
coming. 

Therefore, when Christ our Ascended King returns in glory on the Last 
Day, He will not, as the millennialists foolishly claim, set up an earthly 
reign of a thousand years. When Christ returns, it will be to usher in His 
Kingdom of Glory, His Heavenly Kingdom. He will sit on His throne of 
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glory and judge the world on the basis of His Holy Word. He will then 
separate the sheep from the goats. On that day every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. And according to the King’s own words, “Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. ” This is the kingdom we look forward to. This is the kingdom 
which the King Himself has taught us to long for. 

This being the teaching of Scripture, let us as true subjects, bow our 
knees before Christ the Exalted King. Let us bow in true repentance of 
our sins, and also in true faith in His blood which was shed for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

0 Jesus, King most wonde@, 
Thou Conqueror renowned, 

Thou Sweetness most ineffable, 
In whom all joys are found! 

When once Thou visitest the heart, 
Then truth begins to shine, 

Then earthly vanities depart, 
Then kindles love divine. 

May every heart confess Thy name 
And ever Thee adore 

And seeking Thee, itself inflame 
To seek Thee more and more! 

Thee may our tongues forever bless, 
Thee may we love alone, 

And ever in our lives express 
The image of Thine own! 

(T.L.H. 36 1, l-2,4-5) 

-E. R. S. 
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Around the World 

“A prominent German Protestant theologian who has renounced Chris- 
tianity is causing widespread controversy, calling liberal theology 
‘contemptible’ and declaring that anyone who takes Christian doctrine 
seriously should become a fundamentalist” says a March 23 Ecumenical 
News International service story from Hanover, Germany. ENI reports 
that ‘Early this month Gerd Luedemann, Professor of New Testament 
studies since 1983 at the University of Gottingen, near Hanover, told 
idea, the information service of the German Evangelical Alliance: “I no 
longer describe myself as a Christian.” In his The Resurrection of 
Jesus, a 263-page book recently published by Augsburg Fortress of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Luedemann writes, “We can 
no longer understand the resurrection of Jesus in a literal sense . . . And 
about the fate of Jesus’ corpse: Did it decay? At any rate I regard this 
conclusion as unavoidable.” Explaining his remark that he no longer 
called himself a Christian, Luedemann said, “A Christian is someone 
who prays to Christ and believes in what is promised by Christian 
doctrine. So I asked myself: ‘Do I pray to Jesus, do I pray to the God of 
the Bible?’ And I don’t do that. Quite the reverse.“’ (Christian News, 
March 30, 1998) 

It is utterly inconceivable that a church body which bears the name 
Lutheran would print such a book which blatantly denies the bodily 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead! The physical resur- 
rection of the Savior on that first Easter morning is the very 
foundation of our Christian faith. It is the seal which the heavenly 
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Father placed upon the redemptive work of Jesus, thereby assuring 
us that He had accepted the substitutional sacrifice of His Son for 
the sins of the whole world. “God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them” (II Cor. 
519); “[Christ] was delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). Remove the bodily resurrection 
of Jesus and we are lost. 1 ‘1 Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; f 
ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished” (I Cor. 15:17,18). The body of Jesus did not 
decompose in the grave. In his sermon on the Day of Pentecost the 
Apostle Peter applies the words of the Psalmist to Jesus’ body, 
“neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption . . . neither 
His flesh did see corruption” (Ps. 16:s; Acts 2:27,31). Three years 
before His resurrection Jesus had told the Jews, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews thought’that 
He was referring to their magnificent temple, but the Evangelist 
hastens to add, “But He spake of the temple of His BODY” (John 
2:19-21). And when after His resurrection the Savior appeared to 
His disciples, He said to them, “Behold 4%~ hands and My feet, that it 
is I Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see Me have. And when He had thus spoken, He showed them 
His hands and His feet” (Luke 24:39,40). 

Seventy percent of clients surveyed at the nation’s rescue missions 
believe easy access to gambling makes it hard for them to put their lives 
back together and 18 percent said gambling was a cause of their 
homelessness. Those were among the findings of a nationwide survey 
of more than 1,100 rescue mission clients by the International Union of 
Gospel Missions. The survey also found 37 percent of the men and 
women surveyed continue to gamble occasionally or play the lottery 
despite their homeless status. The survey found 82 percent of clients 
had played the lottery or gambled while steadily employed. That 
number dropped to 23 percent as they become homeless. “Make no 
mistake about it,” the Rev. Stephen Burger, the IUGM’s executive 
director, said in a statement. “The man or woman stumbling into our 
mission, addicted to gambling, is just as sick as the person addicted to 
alcohol or drugs. The addiction may be different, but the shattering of 

67 



the human spirit is the same.” Burger condemned casinos and state 
lotteries for “creating a new generation of homeless addicts.” The 
survey results were released March 12, four days before a meeting of 
the National Gambling Impact Study Commission. The IUGM, based in 
North Kansas City, MO., is an association of about 250 rescue missions 
across the country. They provide shelter, emergency food, and rehabili- 
tation programs for those who are addicted. (Religious News Service) 

The above is self-explanatory. It shows us once again that living in 
one sin invariably leads to other sins. The drunkard not only ruins 
his own health but also brings untold misery to his family. The 
gambler deprives his family of necessities simply to satisfy his sinful 
addiction. The adulterer destroys his own family and perhaps even 
another family and may even end up with some contagious and 
often fatal disease. So many of these addicts then become wards of 
society with the honest, law-abiding, hard-working, citizens footing 
the bill for such parasites. Let no one excuse such addicts by saying, 
“But they can not help it, they have a disease.” The Lord says, 
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 
transgression of the law” (I John 3:4). The above addicts are 
transgressing the law of God by their own choice! How sad that 
such not only ruin their own souls and bodies, but also bring 
heartache and grief to those who love them. Can such addicts 
change? Indeed they can! When such an individual repents of his 
sin and casts himself upon the mercy of God in Christ, then such a 
change takes place. Yf any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (II 
Cor. 517). Only the sincere Christian can now truthfully declare 
with the Apostle Paul, ‘I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Philip. 4:13). In I Corinthians, chapter 6, after 
the Apostle lists the sins of the flesh, he immediately adds, “and 
such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of God” 
(I Cor. 6:ll). 
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The Christian Science Monitor reported February 17th that Christians 
say they go to church services a lot more than they actually do. From 
Robert Marquand’ s report “ . . . Mainline churches have lost one-fourth 
of their members in the past 30 years. Some 48 percent of Episcopalian 
children leave the church at age 18. Since 1965, the Methodist Church, 
to use the most dramatic example, has lost nearly 1,000 members a 
week, down to 8.5 million in the 1994 count (making it ‘the largest 
exodus in religious history,’ according to University of Wisconsin 
sociologist Thomas Reeves). Even the Gallup poll’s glowing numbers 
are soundly challenged. When (statistician Kirk) Hadaway of the 
United Church of Christ, for example, heard a Gallup statistic several 
years ago that between 40 percent and 45 percent of Americans attend 
church weekly, he just had a ‘gut feeling’ it was wrong. He and a 
research team went to a small Ohio county and counted cars in the 
parking lot in every Protestant church over a period of several months. 
His finding: Americans over-report their actual church attendance by a 
marked degree. Actual attendance is closer to 24 percent, Hadaway 
states, and is falling slowly. In two separate studies on Roman 
Catholics, he found an even greater disparity between the numbers 
reported and actual attendance. (Wanderer, March 5, 1998 quoted in 
Christian News, March 16, 1998) 

It is, of course, an obvious fact that the mainline churches have 
experienced a decline in church attendance as well as a loss in 
church membership. One of the reasons for this is undoubtedly the 
failure of the churches to provide a solid foundation on which faith 
rests - the pure Word of God ! With so many of the churches 
within the pale of Christendom the teachings of the Word of God 
have been relegated to the background to such an extent that these 
churches are Christian only in name. Since people have “itching 
ears” (II Tim. 4:3) always wanting ‘to hear some new thing,” (Acts 
17:21), and like children are “tossed to and fro, and carried about. 
with every wind of doctrine” (Eph. 4:14), they soon tire of the drivel 
which proceeds out of their minister’s puny wisdom and continue to 
flit from one to another, “ever learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (II Tim. 3:7). What a warning this is for us! 
By God’s grace, the Word of God is still taught in all of its truth and 
purity in our congregations. Percentage-wise the attendance in our 
divine services, by God’s grace, is very high. Yet, at times it even 

69 



CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 
110 Grasmere Ct. 

San Antonio, TX 78218 
Non Profit Organization 

U. S. Postage 
PAID 

San Antonio, Texas 
Permit No. 322 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE CHURCH DIRECTORY 
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 

4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 

Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School and 

Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:15 a.m. 
REV. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 

4050 South Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85730 

Telephone: (520) 721-7618 

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5605 Windsong Drive 
Windcrest, TX 78239 

Telephone: (210) 650-9053 
Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !I:30 a.m. 
Sunday School and 

Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:OO a.m. 
REV. E. R. STALLING& JR., Pastor 

110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, TX 78218 

Telephone: (210) 656-2125 

PEACEEVdJTHERANCHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171 st Place 

Oak Forest, IL 60452 
(South Suburban Chicago) 

Sunday School and 
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 a.m. 

Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO:00 a.m. 
REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
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Oak Forest, IL 60452 

Telephones: Church Office and Pastor’s Study: 
(708) 532-4288 

Parsonage: (708) 532-9035 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 

Lebanon, OR 97355 
(541) 258-8212 

Sunday School and 
Bible Class .......,......,.,.v 10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e 11:OO a.m. 
REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 

483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, OR 97355 

Telephone: (541) 258-2941 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
55th Ave. S & S. Fountain St. 

Seattle, WA 98118 
Telephone: (206) 723-l 078 

Sunday School and 
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 a.m. 

Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lo:30 a.m. 
REV. PAUL R. BLOEDEL, Pastor 

9658 - 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98118 

Telephone: (206)723-7418 

Note: Services are also held in Victoria, British 
Columbia on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Please call 
the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m. 
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*............. 8:30 p.m. 

ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Wilmot, SD 57279 

Worship Service . . . . . . . . 
(June 1 st through September 30th) 

. . . . . . ...*..... 930 a.m. 
(October 1 st through May 31 st) 

*.m........... IO:00 a.m. 
Note: Services are also held each Sunday in our Sunday School and Bible Class 
Midland, Michigan chapel at the Ramada Inn, 1815 . . . . . . . after the service. 
South Saginaw Road: REV. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor 
Sunday School and Box 33 

Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m. Wilmot, SD 57279 
Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m. Telephone: (605) 938-4710 


