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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 
To set forth in simple and plain lan- 

guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church in 
full accordance with the Book of 
Concord of 1580 and the Brief 
Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scripturat 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ’s institu- 
tion. All who do this are the true visible 
Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual publjc ack- 
nowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are “perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judg- 
ment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern phil- 
osophical thought and the so-called scien- 
tific theories which contradict the Word of 
God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word 
of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and 
in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

To expose false teaching and prac- 
tice wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
repotting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 
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To ponder, to meditate, to reflect - these are good characteristics which 
the believers should seek to cultivate. Scripture furnishes us with some 
fine examples of those who meditated upon the mercies which the Lord 
had bestowed upon them and the marvelous way in which He led them. 

We read concerning Isaac, “And Isaac: went out to meditute in the field 
at the eventide”... (Gen. 2453). So also David who exclaims with joyful 
lips, When I remember Thee upon my bed, and m.editate on Thee in the 
night watches” (Psalm 63:6), and again in Psalm 77, “I will meditute also 
of all Thy work”... (v. 12). We recently heard in our Christmas services 
how the Virgin “Mary kept ull these things, and pondered them in her 
heart” (Luke 2: 19). Such meditating upon God’s Word is certainly 
praiseworthy. The Lord told Joshua, “This book of the law shall not 
depart out of t/q! mouth; but tholr: shalt m.editate therein da-y and night”... 
(Josh. I :S). 

The entrance of another year of grace gi.ves the believers in Christ an 
excellent opportunity to ponder and reflect upon that which has taken 
place in our lives in the light of God’s Holy Word. 

We think of David, who after the Prophet Nathan had given him the. 
assurance of God’s mercy to be revealed especially in the coming 
iMessiah, exclaimed, “Who am, I, 0 L.ord God? and what is my house, 
that 7Y2ou has-t brought me hitherto?” (2 Samuel 7: 18). We observe on 
the part of David his reflection on the past favors and mercies which he 
had received from the hand of the Lord. And what were those mercies‘? 
God had chosen him to be the king over all Israel ( 1 Samuel 16); the 
Lord had preserved him in the midst of so many dangers: from Saul (1 
Samuel 19: lO), from the Philistines (1 Samuel 22: 18-28; 29), from the 
lion and bear when he was still a mere shepherd (1 Samuel 17: 34-37), 
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for allowing him to bring the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem (2 
Samuel 6), and, above all, in making a covenant with him that his throne 
should endure forever in the King of kings and Lord of lords - the 
promised Messiah (2 Samuel 7: 16). 

As we ponder and reflect upon the mercies which the Lord has bestowed 
upon us, must we not also exclaim with David, ‘%%o arn /, 0 Lord God? 
an.d what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto?” And with 
Jeremiah, “It is qf the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because 
His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is Thy 
ftiithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22,23) We have been preserved through- 
out our childhood, youth, middle age and the eventide of our lives. We 
may not have been exposed to lions and bears as David was, but we 
surely have been delivered from many dangers and evils because “the 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto 
their cry” (Psalm 34: 15). 

Above all, we have been mercifully delivered from the greatest of all 
evils - sin, death and hell! And all this without any merit or worthiness 
on our part, but due solely and alone to our dear Lord Jesus Christ’s 
substitutional sacrifice and death, that we might be “His own and live 
under Him in His Kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence and blessedness.” Although we have not received any earthly 
crown like David, we can and should rejoice because our names have 
been written in the Book of Life and therefore a crown of life awaits us 
in the joys of heaven (Luke 10:20). We can now declare with the 
Apostle Paul, “Hemxforth th.ere is laid ~tp for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righ,teous Judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love His uppearing” (2 
Timothy 4%). 

As we ponder the unmerited blessings which the Lord so graciously 
showers down upon us, our hearts are constrained to ascribe all honor, 
praise and glory to “Him. that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us kings und priests unto God and His 
Futher” (,Kevelation 1:6). Such gratitude can not be confined merely to 
the heart of the believer, “for of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaketh” (Luke 6:45). While the mouth of the unbeliever may be filled 
with cursing and swearing, a true believer in Christ strives to praise God 
by confessing the Lord Jesus and His Word to those who still grope 



about ignorantly in the darkness of sin. For he knows that “the entmnce 
qf Thy words giveth 1igh.t; it giveth understanding unto the simple” 
(Psalm 1.19: 130). 

And the Word of God which we speak with the mouth must also be 
shown in our behavior and conduct, not only with the unbelievers, but 
also with our fellow-believers. How often this is forgotten! Many times 
a fine Christian testimony given by mouth is torn down by the 
individual’s lack of action. The Apostle James reminds us that “if’ a 
brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of yocl 
say unto them,, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
Izotwith,sturaclilzg ye give them not those things which are need@ to the 
body; what doth it profit ?‘I (2: 15,16). How quick we are, for example, to 
admonish one another and how slow we are to admonish ourselves! The 
Lord Jesus warns us, “why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother’s eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye?” 
(Luke 6:4 1.). In our relationship as brothers and sisters in the faith we 
should strive to “be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honor preferring one another” (Romans 12110). “Finally, be ye 
all oj*one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be 
pit$l, be courteous: not rendering evil fbr evil, or railing for railing. 
but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye 
should inherit a blessing” (1 Peter 3:8,9). 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor M. L. Natterer, President 



The Turmoil Follouhg 
The Death Of Luther 
Luther was dead! On the 18th of February 1546, in the early morning 
hours (about 3 o’clock), Dr. Martin Luther had breathed his last breath-- 
having reaffirmed his faith and the doctrine which he had preached, and 
having committed his soul into the hands of the “Lord God of Truth” 
who had redeemed him. He had traveled from Wittenberg to Eisleben to 
do what he could to settle a legal dispute between two brothers (the 
Counts of Mansfeld). He had felt ill when he reached Eisleben and, after 
the dispute had been amicably settled, he became very ill and died 
shortly thereafter while he was yet in Eisleben-- the very town in which 
he had been born and baptized almost 63 years earlier. 

Elector John Frederick of Saxony, John the Magnanimous, wanted 
Luther’s body returned to Wittenberg and buried there. It took about 4 
days for the solemn procession carrying the body of Luther to reach 
Wittenberg. The final funeral service was held in the Castle Church on 
the door of which, thirty years previous, Luther had posted his ninety- 
five theses. His body was laid to rest in that same church building, near 
the pulpit from which he had so often proclaimed the pure teachings of 
God’s Word which had become so unfamiliar to a world held in the 
spiritual stranglehold of the Great Antichrist, the Roman Papacy. 

Luther’s work here on earth was finished. His course was run--but it is 
impossible to estimate the tremendous effect of his writings through 
which, by God’s grace, he once again brought back the pure teachings of 
the Bible to the common people who were blindly staggering about in 
self-righteousness, saint-worship, and superstition. Yet, after Luther’s 
death, true Evangelical Lutheranism faltered and almost became extinct. 
Only some coals of genuine Lutheranism flickered here and there among 
the regular clergy in small congregations. Most of the popular and 
influential theologians showed their true colors: became liberal in there 
theology and permitted rationalism to find fertile soil in their teaching. 
Some Lutheran churches returned to Catholicism; others embraced 
Calvinistic and Reformed teachings. The real decay began at the top-- 
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among the professors, theologians, and religious leaders. To understand 
the turmoil of this dark period, the names and items on the following list 
may prove helpful: 

Wittenberg University--Where Luther taught for about 34 
years and had been dean of the Theological Faculty; looked to for 
Scriptural teaching and guidance by pastors and people throughout 
Germany. 

Elector John Frederick--Elector of Saxony from 1532-- 1547; 
friend and protector of Luthe.r, and a faithful confessor of the pure 
teachings of God’s word; was imprisoned and exiled by Charles V, 
two years after Luther’s death, because he would not accept the 
Augsburg Interim. 

Smalcald League--A league of faithful Lutheran princes (Dukes 
and Electors) who pledged their support and military strength to 
defend Lutheran churches from being overthrown by Papal forces. 

Maurice (Moritz), Duke of Saxony--Son of Duke Henry who 
was a staunch supporter of the Reformation and a member of the 
Smalcald League; became ruler over ducal Saxony (1541) when he 
was only 20 years old; turned traitor after Luther’s death and helped 
Charles V defeat the Smalcald League in the Smalcaldic War 
( 1548); became elector of Saxony after John Frederich was arrested 
QL imprisoned by Charles V; turned against the emperor four years 
later at Innsbruck & forced him to sign the Treaty of Passau; died 
the next year in battle at the age of 32. 

King Charles V (b. 1500; d. 1558)--Elected Regent over the Holy 
Roman Empire at the age of 19; presided over the Council at Worms 
( 152 1) where he declared Luther to be an outlaw whom anyone 
could kill on sight; was also present at the Council at Augsburg 
(1530) when the Augsburg Confession was read; was always a 
staunch Romanist but his treatment of the Lutherans was often 
conditioned by his political needs when he had to depend on military 
support :from the German princes in his wars against the Turk and 
Francis I, King of France; was hindered by the powerful Smalcald 
League, while Luther was yet alive, from forcing the Lutherans to 
reunite with the Romanists. 
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The Augsburg Interim--A tentative injunction or mandate 
forced upon the Lutheran churches in Germany requiring them to 
reembrace most of the teachings and practices of the Roman Church; 
was established in 1548 at Augsburg after Charles V had crushed the 
Smalcald League and imprisoned Elector John Frede.rich; was 
accepted under duress by most of the German princes. 

The Leipsig Interim--A modification of the Augsburg Interim 
by Moritz who made it the law in Saxony; accepted by the 
theologians at the University of Wittenberg; compromised the 
doctrine of Justification by Faith; pledged Lutheran pastors to obey 
the Pope and bishops; reinstated Roman ceremonies and laws. 

The Treaty of Passau--Forced upon Charles V by Duke/Electol 
Moritz of Saxony in 1552; put an end to the Augsburg and Leipsig 
Interims; provided religious liberty for the Lutheran governments 
throughout Germany. 

Melanchthon, Philip (b. 1497; d. 1560)--Faithful friend of 
Luther as long as Luther was alive; preached at Luther’s funeral in 
Wittenberg; professor at the University of Wittenberg from 15 18 to 
the end of his life; wrote the Augsburg Confession and the Apology; 
was an expert in Hebrew and Greek; taught chiefly theology but also 
taught the classics and medicine; was second only to Luther in the 
university and sometimes outstripped Luther in popularity; wrote a 
book on Christian doctrine called Loci Communes; persisted (after 
Luther’s death) in compromising on the Doctrines of Free Will and 
the Real Presence; taught that good works are necessary to salvation; 
approved of the Augsburg and Leipsig Interims. 

August, Elector of Saxony--Bt-other of Moritz whom he 
succeeded in 1453; a staunch defender of conservative Lutheranism; 
encouraged and financially supported the writing of the Formula of 
Concord and the publishing of the Book of Concord of 1580. 

The Counter Reformation--A movement by the papists 
(beginning a vear before Luther’s death) with the Council of Trent; I 
an attempt todlessen the effect of the Reformation on the Church of 
Rome; a re-definition of Roman catholic doctrines in opposition to 
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Lutheran teaching; a re-concentration of 
establishment of forceful methods 
(Inquisition); a concerted effort toward 
clergy. 

power in the Papacy; a re- 
to suppress opponents 
moral reforms among the 

The Formula of Concord--The last of the Lutheran 
Confessions in the Book of Concord of 1580; helped to bring about 
unity among those Lutherans who, during the turbulent period 
following Luther’s death, wanted to remain faithful to the pure 
teachings of God’s Word. 

The great blessings of the Reformation were almost lost during the years 
following Luther’s death. Only two years later, as a direct result of 
Duke Moritz’s joining forces with Charles V, over 500 Lutheran 
pastors (mostly in southern Germany) had to leave their churches 
because they were not willing to compromise the Word of God with the 
teachings of Roman Catholicism. Charles V, having conquered most of 
Germany, proceeded to enforce upon the princes and their governmental 
jurisdictions throughout Germany the Augsburg Interim as a temporary 
agreement in religious matters until the next General Council should 
make it permanent. The Leipsig Interim, a modification of the 
Augsburg Interim, was established by Moritz, as law in Saxony with the 
approval of Melanchthon and influential members of the Theological 
Faculty at the University of Wittenberg. Thousands of faithful pastors, 
together with their families, suffered much on account of these Interims. 
And, of course, thousands of congregations suffered likewise because 
they lacked the regular and consistent nurturing from the pure Word of 
God. The Treaty of Passau brought about a semblance of peace to the 
German states but still made it difficult for many to confess the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity. 

The Wittenberg Theological Faculty which, toward the end of Luther’s 
life, had already begun to forsake its respected position as a bulwark of 
conservative Lutheranism, now yielded to a liberal attitude toward the 
Romanists on the one hand and toward the Reformed theologians 
(Calvinists, etc.) on the other. Unionism and compromise simply 
became the order of the day and grave errors in doctrine were being 
taught. Only by God’s grace did the pure teachings of God’s Word 
survive through the unity brought about by the Formula of Concord. 
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The efforts of the Roman Papacy in the so-called Counter Reformation 
also forced many Lutherans to compromise their faith out of fear, or 
made it easier for them to return to the Roman Catholic Church because 
they thought that Catholicism was taking a turn for the better which, of 
course, was not the case. 

As secular history often repeats itself, so also in the area of Church 
History. As there is nothing new under the sun as far as human nature is 
concerned, we find a reflection of the turbulent times after Luther’s death 
mirrored also in the history of the Lutheran Church in America. The 
Lutheran pastors who came to this country in the 1600s and settled on 
the Eastern seacoast were pledged to the Augsburg Confession and their 
congregations were bound by it. Gradually, however, they became less 
and less concerned about purity of doctrine and through the popularity of 
Pietism, Rationalism, and sectarianism (unionism) in the 1700s and 
l.EOOs, the Confessions set forth in the Book of Concord of 1580 became 
empty forms to most Lutherans. Once in a while confessional 
Lutheranism came to the fore among the early Lutherans in the eastern 
part of our country only to be pushed again into the background. 
Synods, conferences, and congregations generally discouraged 
confessional loyalty, and the Lutheran Confessions were even omitted 
from their constitutions. Lutheranism, in the early days of our nation, 
was, in general, a lukewarm mixture of the teachings of Scripture with 
Reformed doctrines. 

It wasn’t until the arrival of the Saxons in Perry County, Missouri 
(1839), that the Word of God, bv God’s grace once again began to be 
taught and upheld in America in its full truth and purity. The Missouri 
Synod was founded. In time, orthodox Lutheran congregations, 
parochial schools, coileges and seminaries began to spring up 
throughout the United States. Other orthodox synods, (WELS, 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and ELS, Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod, Norwegian) joined with the Missouri Synod in the Synodical 
Conference. True Scriptural doctrine and practice remained with the 
Missouri Synod only for about the first one hundred years and the 
WEL,S and ELS soon began to follow in the footsteps of heterodox 
Missouri. 

As during the period after Luther’s death, decay began at the top, so it 
was that: after Dr. Walther and subsequent fathers of the Missouri 
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Synod, having served the Lord faithfully, were received into their eternal 
rest, theologians arose who were not satisfied with “historic 
Lutheranism” as it was set forth ever so plainly in the Brief Statement of 
1.932 and especially as far as its position on UNIONISM was concerned. 
Compromise on the verbal inspiration of Scripture and man’s free will in 
spiritual matters found its way into union documents. Influential 
pastors, professors, and synodical officia1.s were tolerated throughout the 
synod in spite of their false teachings both in doctrine and practice. In 
the name of “academic freedom” professors played free and loose with 
what was plainly taught in the Bible. A Scriptural engagement was no 
longer regarded as tantamount to marriage in the sight of God; the virgin 
birth of Christ was called into question; a permanent consubstantiation 
(of sorts) in the Lord’s Supper was taught; objective justification was 
denounced; the days of creation were stretched into long eons of time; 
Adam and Eve were no longer regarded as people; the doctrine of 
original sin in general was watered down and minimized; Law and 
Gospel were no longer properly distinguished and anti-nomanism reared 
its head; unionistic services were practiced and participation in the 
popular ecumenical movement with Romanistic and sectarian churche.s 
was promoted; bake sales, suppers, bazaars, fairs, raffles and other 
money-makin g schemes were no longer discouraged but were endorsed 
by district presidents and popularized by local pastors through ladies 
aids, Walther leagues, and men’s clubs; the instruction of children and 
adults prior to confirmation was scrunched to only a few days or weeks; 
memorizing Luther’s Small Catechism and Bible passages was 
discouraged or reduced to a bare minimum. So-called conservative 
pastors and professors remained in heterodox synods, claiming to be 
“fighting for the. Truth from within” (an unscriptural notion) while being 
the most obvious belly-servers (Romans 16: 17,lS) and doing more harm 
than good for our Savior and for His precious Kingdom. Wave after 
wave of students, ignorant of the pure truths of God’s Word, came forth 
from seminaries in St. Louis, Springfield, Ft. Wayne, and Thiensville, 
were call.ed to serve congregations and led souls entrusted to their care 
with lukewarm drivel to spiritual starvation. 

Today, many young students are becoming more and more afflicted with 
professor-itis and author-itis. They are eager to be called doctor or 
professor, and to have written a book or two. They think that being a 
common pastor is beneath the dignity of their scholarly talents--even 
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though Scripture makes the Pastoral Office in the local congregation the 
highest office in the Christian Church. 

It used to be that seminary professors had spent many years as pastors 
before becoming professors, and this was wholesome for the church and 
for those studying for the ministry--but this is no longer so! NOT 
“oratio, meditatio, tentatio facit theologorum” (prayer, meditation, 
and experience makes the theologian) BUT popularatio, bell.y-servatio, 
and pride-alotsio which places its own wisdom above what is plainly 
taught in Scripture. 

Today, meetings between Lutherans and Romanists have been carried on 
with glowing reports. As sly and deceitful as were the efforts of the 
Counter Reformation, the present Pope with his benign appearance and 
conduct, and with his strong position on morals, has made many liberal 
Lutherans feel that their differences with the Roman Catholics are 
minimal. And their attitude is the same toward those who assume a 
conservative stance (eg. against abortion) in Calvinistic and Reformed 
circles. Joint communion service.s, rallies, and various activities feature 
participation with such obvious false teachers, and confessional 
Lutheran i sm is garbaged. 

It is true that the turmoil which took place after the death of Luther could 
also take place in our own little Conference. And it will indeed take 
place AS SOON AS our people are no longer eager to hear, to learn, to 
confess, and to follow as much of God’s Word in its full truth and purity 
as they possibly can and to continue in that Word. It will indeed take 
place AS SOON AS any one of our pastors follows the inclination of his 
own sinful flesh to exalt himself--putting his own knowledge, wisdom, 
reason, and understanding above God’s Word, and being too lazy or 
fearful to teach and to preach the Word of God “in season. clnd out of 
season,” and to spend and to be spent in the work of his high office and 
calling, to labor among his people, instructing them THOROUGHLY in 
the Scriptures and adrnonishing them in the fear of God--watching for 
the souls of his people “as tJZPL! that must give account.” 

It is because pastors lose sight of these important duties of their offices 
and let them sink into obscurity behind more popular demands and 
pressures that a morbid decay sets into the very vitals of a congregation. 
How many Lutheran pastors have spent an entire lifetime in the pastoral 
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office and have not once instructed their people in the great Confessions 
of the Lutheran Church through which the Lord, by His grace alone, 
preserved the true Evangelical Lutheran Church from the poison 
tentacles of the Roman Antichrist And from the deceitful snares of 
sectarian rationalism? For how many pastors i.s their golf game more 
important that their diligent readin,, 0 studying, teaching and preaching of 
God’s Word‘? Is i.t no wonder that Church Discipline, according to 
Matthew 1X, is simply a thin g of the past in most Lutheran churches 
throughout our land and that Synodical discipline which makes sure that 
“we all speak the same th.ing and that there be no divisions among US,~’ I 
Cor. 1: 10, is simply unheard of! Woe, woe unto those pastors who do 
not properly shepherd the sheep which God has entrusted to their care, 
take proper Scriptural heed unto all their needs, and defend them against 
the wolves which seek to destroy the flock! O? dear readers and 
members of our Conference, if we do not learn from history, we study 
history in vain! 

We don’t need a Luther, a Walther, a Pieper, a Hoenikee, or a Koren. By 
God’s grace we have their writings! What we do NEED is MEN! 
Dedicated MEN! MEN WHO ARE NOT ,4FRAID FOR 
THEMSELVES OR ASHAMED OF THE L.ORD JESUS AND WHAT 
IS PLAINLY SET FORTH IN HIS WORD! MEN who are not blown 
about by every wind of doctrine but who are thoroughly instructed in the 
Scriptures ALONE; MEN who are “steadfast, immovable, alwtays 
ahowzding in the work of the Lord,” knowing that their labor is not in 
vain in the Lord! Let us pray earnestly for such MEN! 

And to those pastors, professors, and theologians who are TRULY 
conservative in the large, lax, lukewarm bodies of modern Lutheranism, 
we say, “Come with us and we will do you good!” Don’t continue in 
footsteps of the liberal Lutherans who, after the death of Luther, 
declared in effect, “For the sake of outward peace and unity it is 
important to exercise brotherly love and to compromise on what we 
believe and teach--to give in a little here and there (especially in the area 
of unionism) and continue to fight against error from within.” The Bible 
permits of no such compromise or toleration of error. Jesus says, “He 
that is not with Me is against Me,” Matthew 12:30, and St. Paul writes, 
“Ch,arity (brotherly love) rejoiceth NOT in iniquity, but rejoiceth in. the 
Truth,” I Cor. 13:6. “Come out *from among them and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord,” II Cor. 6: 17, for God says, “I um against the prophets 
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that use their tongues and say He saith,” Jer. 2313 1. “They that are such 
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ but their own bellies, and with good 
words and-fair speeches deceive th.e hearts of the simple,” Rom. 16: 18. 

--PRB 

THE MA JORISTIC CONTROVERSY 
In the previous article, you read of the death of Luther in 1.546. Luther’s 
prediction that after his death many would compromise and sell out to 
the papacy and to the sacramentarians was fully realized. One after 
another, doctrinal controversies broke out. One doctrinal controversy 
which began while Luther was still alive but which burst open after his 
death was what is called, “The Majoristic Controversy.” It was named 
after George Major who was the chief proponent of the error which 
created the controversy. 

Who was George Major ? He was a Lutheran theologian who lived from 
1502-1574. H e was a professor on the faculty in Wittenberg. However, 
he was one of the several men after Luther’s death who joined with 
Philip Melancthon in making concessions to .Rome. In 1548 the Pope 
had declared the Augsburg Interim which was the first step in an 
organized effort to reduce the Lutherans to obedience to the Pope. All 
those men who sided with or were sympathetic with Philip Melancthon 
in making concessions were called Philippists. Not only did these 
compromisers make concessions, they also proceeded to teach and to 
defend various false doctrines. 

Major’s error may be summarized by the Latin phrase, CQXSLZ sine qua 
non. Literally this means, a cause without which not. Idiomatically it 
means a necessary or essential cause. George Major taught that good 

’ works are a necessary cause to salvation. Obviously this is the same as 
saying that good works are necessary to justification. This false position 
had already arisen before Luther died. It. had been expounded earl.ier by 
none other than Melancthon in his 1535 treatise called, Loci. 
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h4elancthon actually coined the phrase, C~USU sine q~tu non. However, 
Luther in private and others in public challenged Melancthon, 
whereupon Melancthon modified and somewhat backed off of his 
position. However, the leaven had begun to spread. Later George Major 
picked up on Meiancthon’s causa sine q~ WYI and publicly championed 
this error that good works are necessary to salvation. Soon Major gained 
avid support from Menius who also began to teach that good works are 
necessary to salvation. 

Now we know, as any true Christian knows, that a man is saved or 
justified by faith in Christ alone without the deeds of the law. The Bible 
says, “Thewfore we conclude thut u man is just@d by faith without the 
deeds of the law.” (Romans 328) How did Major, a man in the Lutheran 
camp, come up with his notion that good works are necessary to 
salvation or justification ? Like many, Major saw a danger in neglecting 
or minimizing good works in the life of a Christian. He once wrote, 
“They (‘good works) are necessary to such an extent that, if you fail to do 
them, it is a sure indication that your faith is dead and false, a painted 
faith, an opinion existing only in your imagination.” He knew that 
Scripture taught the necessity of good works. lndeed, after the Bible 
says, “For by grace are ye suvcd through &ith; and thut not of 
+yowselves: it is the gift qj* God: not of’ works, lest any man should boast” 
(Eph. 2%9), it goes on to say, “For we are his workmmship, created in 
Christ Jesus ~mto good works, which God hath before ordained thut we 
shor~tld waik in them.” (Eph. 2: 10) Here the Bible plainly says we were 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works and that we are to walk in them. 
To put in other words, we are saved for the purpose of doing good works 
and to glorify God. However, our good works are not the basis of 
salvat ion. Good works are a necessary and commanded FRUIT of 
saving faith, but they are not necessary to be justified or saved. 

.Major’s error was that he permitted Satan to lead him into false 
conclusions. Major put forth statements such as the following: “No one 
is saved by evil works, and also, that no one is saved without good 
works.” He went on to say, “Therefore it is impossible for a man to be 
saved without good works.” While Major may have originally intended 
to say that a saved person m.ust and will do good works, he erred in 
saying that it is impossible to be saved (or justified) without works. Yet 
when it comes to a sinner’s salvation, it is all based on the works or 
merits of Christ. Saving or -justifying faith trusts in the merits of Christ 
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alone. The Bible says, “Knowing that a man is notjust$ied by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed irz 
Jesus Christ, that we migh.t be justified by the j&h of Christ, und not by 
the works qf the law: j2u- by the works of the law shull no flesh be 
justified.” (Galatians 2: 16) Hence, works have absolutely no place in 
justification. Good works bel.ong in the realm of sanctification or the 
holiness of Iiving which flows out of saving faith. 

Thus, Major placed the necessity of works in the wrong place. Good 
works are necessary, but not for salvation. The Christian must do good 
works as God commands it of him. Yet his good works, even though 
they are commanded and even though they give evidence of his saving 
faith, do not save him nor do they play any role in saving him. As stated 
before, good works are a necessary FRUIT of salvation, but they are not 
necessary to justification itself. Yet Major reasoned that since good 
works are necessary at all, then in the final analysis they must be 
necessary to salvation. 

When pressed to correct his errors, Major still erred in that he tried 
merely to modify rather than to retract his error. He said good works are 
necessary to salvation, not in order to obtain but to retain, salvation. Of 
course, this is also wrong! Even the retention of our salvation is 
wrought by God. The Bible says, “Who ure kept by the power of God 
through -f&lh unto smIvation.” (I Peter 1:5) Although the Christian 
through his new man is to apply himself to good works and holiness of 
living and told to “work out his (your) own salvation with fear und 
trembling” (Phil. 2: 12), he does not by such good works preserve his 
salvation. Even the preservation of our salvation ultimately is the work 
of God. Scripture declares, “He (God) which hnth begun a good work in 
you will per@-m it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 1 :6) 

The Ma-joristic Controversy was finally and formally settled by Article 
IV, “Of Good Works,” of the Formula of Concord 1580. We shall 
present what Article IV says on this matter. We shall quote from the 
Epitome which is the shorter version of the Formula of Concord. We 
shall present both the Affirmativa (the affirmed, true doctrine) and the 
Negativa (the rejected false doctrine). They read as follows from Pages 
797-80 1 of the Concordia Triglotta: 
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AFFIRMA TI VA 

Pure Doctrine of the Christian Churches concerning This Controversy. 

For the thorough statement and decision of this controversy our doctrine, 
faith, and confession is: 

1. That good works certainly and without doubt follow true faith: if 
it is not a dead, but living faith, as fruits of a good tree. 

3 I. We believe, teach, and confess also that good works should be 
entirely excluded, just as well in the question concerning salvation as in 
the article of justification before God, as the apostle testifies with cleal 
words, when he writes as follows: Even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 
works, sayin g, Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin, 
Rom. $6 ff. And again: By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should 
boast, Eph. 2,8.9. 

3. We believe, teach, and confess also that all men, but those 
especially who are born again and renewed by the Holy Ghost, are 
bound to do good works. 

4. Tn this sense the words necessary, shall, and must are employed 
correctly and in a Christian manner also with respect to the regenerate, 
and in no way are contrary to the form of sound words and speech. 

5 a . Nevertheless, by the words mentioned, necessitas, necessarium, 
necessity and necessary, if they be employed concerning the regenerate, 
not coercion, but only due obedience is to be understood, which the truly 
believing, so far as they are regenerate, render not from coercion or the 
driving of the Law5 but from a voluntary spirit; because they are no more 
under the law, but under grace, Rom. 6,14; 7,6; 8,14. 

6. Accordingly we also believe, teach, and confess that when it is 
said: The regenerate do good works from a free spirit, this is not to be 
understood as though it is a: the option of the regenerate man to do or to 
forbear doing good when he wishes, and that he can nevertheless retain 
faith if he intentionally perseveres in sins. 

7. Yet this is not to be understood otherwise than as the Lord 
Christ and His apostles themselves declare, namely, regarding the 
liberated spirit, that it does not do this from the fear of punishment, like 
a servant, but from love of righteousness, like children, Rom. 8, 15. 
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8. Although this voluntariness [liberty of spirit] in the elect 
children of God is not perfect, but burdened with great weakness, as St. 
Paul complains concernin, 0 himself, Rom. 7, 1.4-25; Gal. $17; 

9. Nevertheless, for the sake of the Lord Christ, the Lord does not 
impute this weakness to His elect, as it is written: There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, Rom. 8, 1. 

10. We believe, teach, and confess also that not works maintain faith 
and salvation in us, but the Spirit of God alone, through faith, of whose 
presence and indwelling good works are evidences. 

NEG4 TX VA 

False Contrary Doctrine. 

1. Accordingly, we reject and condemn the following modes of 
speaking: when it is taught and written that good works are necessary to 
salvation; also, that no one ever has been saved without good works; also 
that it is impossible to be saved without good works. 

2. We reject and condemn as offensive and detrimental to Christian 
discipline the bare expression, when it is said: Good works are injurious 
to salvation. 

For especial1.y in these last times it is no less needful to 
admonish men to Christian discipline [to the way of living aright and 
oodly] and good works as a declaration of their faith and gratitude to 
zod, than that works be not mingled in the article of justification; 
because men may be damned by an Epicurean delusion concerning faith, 
as well as by papistic and Pharisaic confidence in their own works and 
merits. 

3. We also reje.ct and condemn the dogma that faith and the 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost are not lost by willful sin, but that the 
saints and elect retain the Holy Ghost even though they fall into adultery 
and other sins and persist therein. 

--ERS 
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The foIIowing letter to the Editor appeared in The Sunday Oregonian, 
Julv 10,1994: Y 

I do not gamble, but I now know many people who have lost 
their businesses, their families, their lives to the Oregon poker 
machines. You want names? I’d be happy to give you them. 

My business partner called the compulsive-gambling .hot line; 
he called Gamblers Anonymous. He was basically told not to 
gamble. Tell that to our creditors. 

Have you ever spent time around a place with the poker 
machines‘? The same folks come in over and over. 

They spend three, four, seven, 10 hours punching the button and 
stuffing in the money. They don’t even select cards; they just punch 
the buttons. 

These are not people who are out for a fun evening drinking and 
spendi.ng a bit too much money. I am seeing desperate people trying 
to get out of the hole that the poker machine got them in the first 
place. 

The Oregon Legislature seems so pl.eased with its wonderful 
new revenue. All I know is that I. lost the money I originally 
borrowed for my business. I lost my shop in May. 

I am in debt in a big way to the phone company, the electric 
company and materials suppliers, and my home is now threatened. 
It took one year to destroy someone who does not even gamble. 

Lisa Barge 
Vancouver: Wash. 
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The evidence is simply overwhelming. Not only does our state and 
business community suffer from gambling, but what about the 
marriages destroyed and the homes wrecked? Instead of honest labor 
to earn our daily bread as the Lord commands in his Word (2 Thess. 
3:PO), gambling makes man a parasite seeking something for nothing. 
The obsession with gambling leads many a confirmed gambler, like 
the drug addict, to lie and rob to satisfy this urge. Let there be no 
mistake about it. Gambling is a sin. The gambler knows that there is 
the chance that he will lose his money, but he is willing to take this 
chance to get his neighbor’s money and property away from him. In 
his explanation to the Seventh Commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” 
Martin Luther correctly states, “We should fear and love God that we 
may not take our neighbor’s money or goods, nor get them by false 
ware or dealing, but help him to improve and protect his property and 
business.” The thief does not want to earn his daily bread with honest 
labor - the same is true of the professional gambler. “Let him that 
stole, steal no more; but rather let him labor, working with his hands the 
thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth” (Eph. 
4:28). 

After spendin g 34 years as an Episcopal priest, the Rev. Allan Hawkins 
decided he needed a new faith. But he knew it would be hard to leave 
behind the congregation he had led for nearly 14 years - so he didn’t. 
Hawkins and his 200 parishioners at St. Mary the Virgin church became 
Catholics earlier this month. “A shepherd is somebody who leads the 
flock,” said Hawkins, 60, who is to be ordained as a Catholic priest June 
29. “Shepherds do not say good-bye, They try and take their flock with 
them” The switch makes St. Mary the sixth “Anglican Use” Roman 
Catholic parish in the country, and the only one that took its buildings and 
properties when it converted. It was allowed to keep its property because 
of the congregation’s near unanimity. “It was an amicable kind of a 
separation. They talked about this for a long time,” said Episcopal Bishop 
Co-Adjutor Jack Iker. Under the Anglican Use provision approved by the 
Vatican in 1980, Episcopal churches can become Catholic but keep some 
of their traditions, including their prayer book. They can also allow 
exceptions to sorne Catholic rules, such as married priests... Hawkins said 
he didn’t switch because of individual concerns like the ordination of 
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women or the approval of same-sex marriages... Hawkins’ wife and two 
adult children also converted. Hawkins said he merely guided the 
parishioners. 

The 39 Articles of Faith formerly found in the Episcopal Book of 
Prayer have obviously been thrown into the rubbish-can by the vast 
majority of the Episcopalian congregations! This has been shown 
time and again especially during the last 30 years. Therefore it is not 
too surprising when we read that some of their congregations have 
been switching to the Roman Catholic Church. Now they can join the 
Roman Catholics who worship Mary as is so clearly demonstrated in 
the following quotes: “Yes, 0 Mary, Mother of God, Sovereign 
Virgin, God’s most glorious creature, we want to follow You as our 
Queen of love, who art all-powerful”...“1 am She who is in the Divine 
Trinity”...Submit yourself to the authority of the Pope”...“Mary came 
to Fatima to save souls from Hell”...“Mary said, ‘Through the Rosary 
and Scapular I will save the world”’ (Fatima Crusader, Winter 1994 ). 
,4 shepherd is indeed to lead his flock. But how? According to his 
own ideas or the whims of his flock? Indeed not! Instead, a faithful 
shepherd is to “feed the jZock”(1 Pet. 52) with the Word of God as 
the Lord through the pen of the Apostle commands them, “Preach the 
Word; be instalzt in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long-suffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). Where the shepherd 
does not feed his flock with God’s Word and allow It to be the sole 
Source and Norm of teaching in the congregation, then that man, no 
matter how great his personal abilities and talents, is a false prophet 
who leads his flock down the broad path which leads to destruction 
(Matt. 7:13,14). And woe betide him when he stands before the 
Judgment Seat of God! F or “it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God”(Heb. 10:31). 

The Church of Scientology was founded by science fiction writer L. Ron 
Hubbard who was born on March 13, 191 I, and raised in Montana. In 
1938, he isolated the basic drive that motivates the individual - he is 
seeking to SURVIVE. This discovery provided the springboard for his 
research into what interfered with the survival - and thus the happiness - of 
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the basic individual. In 1.950 his findings were codified with the 
publication of DIANETTCS: THE MODERN SCIENCE OF MENTAL 
HEALTH. Two years later in Arizona, he bridged the spiritual nature of 
the East and the materialistic nature of the West and announced it in THE 
PHOENIX LECTURES. In 1950 a group of his students formed the first 
Church of Scientology with Hubbard as its Executive Director. He has 
published nearly 400 titles and given more than 3000 lectures on Dianetics 
and Scientology alone. These materials form the basis of the many 
Scientology courses and studies today. In Scientology, salvation is 
through the work of the individual himself. It seeks to increase the 
person’s understanding of himself, his fellow man, and the world around 
him. Hubbard’s books are sold for a specific “donation.” PERCEPTION 
OF TRUTH requires a $1,150 donation; OLD TESTAMENT 
DOCTORATE COURSE a $9,200 donation; HUBBARD KEY TO LIFE 
course requires a donation of S 10,000. 

Scientology is another cult which has sprung up out of the garden of 
weeds over which the devil is the gardener! Many people within 
visible Christendom have been poisoned by these obnoxious weeds to 
such an extent that they have even lost the very fundamental 
Christian teachings. Hubbard has simply exchanged his profession 
from a “science fiction writer,” to a “religious fiction writer.” 
Obviously his new venture is proving to be not only successful, but 
also very profitable. But what blindness to spend money t.o be led by a 
blind leader (Matthew 15:14), when the Lord freelv gives us His Holy 
Word in which He not only shows us our sin in His Law and the 
consequences for all transgressors, but He also gives us His Gospel in 
which He announces to us that because of Christ’s sacrifice upon the 
cross the sins of all mankind have been forgiven and that whoever 
believes this has the forgiveness of all sins and the promise of eternal 
life (John 3:16). Thus in sharp contrast to Hubbard’s false teaching, 
the inerrant Word of the Lord teaches that a man is saved not by his 
works, but solely by the grace of God through faith in Christ as his 
Savior (Eph. 2:&Y). This Word of everlasting truth is a sure and 
unfailing lamp and light unto our feet and path clearly shining the 
way which leads to the Father’s house of many mansion (,Ps. 119105). 
It provides us with the needed comfort in the hour of affliction and 
trial, removes our fear, and strengthens our weary souls with its 
precious promises, and thus imparts true happiness. It tells us how 
we can show forth the praises of Him who hath called us out of 
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darkness into His marvelous light in our calling and station in this life 
(1 Pet. 2:9). Therefore “I rejoice at Thy Word, as one thatfzndeth great 
spoil” (Ps. 119: 162). 

WELCOME 

TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and are 
certain that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual benefits 
from your faithful reading of CONCORDIA LUTHERAN articles 
which are based solidly upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

Only $3.00 per year! 
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