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To set forth in simple and plain lan- 

guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church in 
full accordance with the Book of 
Concord of 1580 and the Brief 
Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church, 
but that the congregations which form it 
confess, teach, and practice the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ’s institu- 
tion. All who do this are the true visible 
Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ack- 
nowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing fellowship with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are “perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judg- 
ment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern phil- 
osophical thought and the so-called scien- 
tific theories which contradict the Word of 
God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word 
of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and 
in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

To expose false teaching and prac- 
tice wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 



Through the preaching of the Gospel of Christ by the Apostle Paul on his 
second missionary journey the Holy Spirit brought into existence a 
Christian congregation in the city of Corinth. The Apostle spent a year and 
six months with that congregation. Apollos continued the work begun by 
the Apostle and “helped them much which had believed through grace: for 
he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the 
scriptures that Jesus was Christ” (Acts 18). But wherever a Christian 
congregation has been brought into existence, the devil is always there 
attempting to destroy. False teachers entered into the Corinthian 
congregation questioning the authority of the Apostle Paul and causing 
discord through the introduction of their false teachings. When the Apostle 
heard of this deplorable situation he wrote, by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, the Epistle to the Corinthians thoroughly instructing them on how to 
deal with these conditions. Why did such errors gain hold in the Corinthian 
congregation ? Simply because the Corinthians had gradually forgotten 
that precious Gospel which the Apostle Paul had preached to them. 

What a very important and weighty truth for us Christians to ponder! If 
we forget the Gospel of Christ which has been preached to us by our 
pastors, then we shall be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine (Eph. 
4: 14). 

There is only one pure Gospel of Christ. But there are the false teachers 
who are constantly coming up with impure gospels to deceive the hearts of 
the simple. Already at his time the Apostle complained about those who 
brought in such an impure gospel. He wrote to the Galatians, “I marvel 
that ye are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the Gospel of Christ. But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 

27 



have preached unto you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 168). Therefore we 
find the Apostle Paul writing to the members of the Corinthian 
congregation, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the Gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain” ( 1 Cor. 15: 1,2).The use of this pure 
Gospel of Christ will expose all false gospels for what they really are - 
perversions ! 

The Apostle Paul gives us a brief summary of the true Gospel of Christ. 
“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures: and 
that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that, He was seen of 
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto 
this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, He was seen of James; 
then of all the apostles. And last of all He was seen of me also, as of one 
born out of due time” (1 Cor. 15:3-7). That precious Gospel message tells 
us that Christ died for our sins and rose again for our justification. The 
true Gospel speaks only of what God has done for our salvation and not 
what man has done! Those who pervert the Gospel of Christ invert this 
and preach man’s merit and worthiness, his accomplishments and virtues! 

It is only by this true Gospel of Christ that we are saved! For this Gospel 
is the power of God through which the Holy Spirit works faith in the heart 
of a sinner. Hence we hear the Apostle declare, “I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth” (Rom. 1: 16). That was the case with the Corinthians, but 
then they gradually forgot the Gospel because they did not steadfastly hold 
to it in sincere faith and fight against those who would pervert it. 

In this Gospel of Christ we have the grace of God in Christ Jesus, the 
forgiveness of sins, the peace which passes all understanding, and the 
promise of an everlasting life with Jesus in the glorious mansions of 
heaven. Without that Gospel we have the just anger and wrath of God, the 
threat of eternal punishment in hell. And the more we ponder upon these 
truths, the more we shall insist that nothing but the Gospel in all of its 
purity be proclaimed from our pulpits. The Gospel is Gods love-letter to 
all mankind. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, but have 
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everlasting life” (John 3: 16). Do we not like to be reminded of God’s love 
in Jesus? We surely give the appearance that we do not want to be 
reminded when we absent ourselves from the divine services in which our 
pastors proclaim the sweet Gospel message. Have you ever heard of a 
wife complaining to others that her husband was always telling her that he 
loved her? How little then should a Christian who claims to be a member 
of the Bride of Christ, the Church, become tired of being told by the 
Bridegroom, Christ Jesus, that He loves her. 0 may we, my dear fellow- 
believers, daily remind ourselves of the Gospel of Christ and steadfastly 
hold to it all of the days of our life. For only then can we die in peace, 
comforting ourselves with the blessed assurances from the Gospel that all 
our sins have been forgiven and heaven is now our Home! 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor M. L. Natterer, President 

0 
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(Read John 1 I :19-53) 

“What are we doing ? What in the world are we doing? m 
Fellow (they had an aversion to using the Name Jesus which they knew 
meant “Savior”), keeps doing miracles. If we continue to do nothing but 
sit here and leave Him alone, only fuming as we have in the past, all 
Israel will end up believing in m.” This was the attitude of the 
vast majority of the so-called spiritual leaders of Israel. What drove 
them to hate the Christ, the promised Messiah, with such bitter hatred? 
And how did God use that hatred?--for everything serves the Lord God 
and His Church, His people on earth. 

The hatred of the Jewish leadership was nothing new; it had 
begun when Jesus began His ministry. But Jesus had just performed 
another of those signs or miracles. He had raised Lazarus back to life, a 
man who had already been dead and had lain in the tomb for four days. 
“Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things 
which Jesus did, beZieved on Him” (vs. 45). Jesus, with this miracle, 
affirmed for many of the Jews who were present to console Mary and 
Martha, the Word which He had spoken: “I am the Resurrection, and 
the Life: he that believeth in Me, though he were de4 yet shall he 
live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die, ” (vs. 
25, 26). The news of this spectacular sign spread quickly throughout 
Jerusalem and its environs, and some who witnessed this wonder took 
their report to the chief priests and Pharisees, the spiritual leaders of 
Israel. 

These “spiritual” leaders of Israel immediately called a meeting 
of the entire Sanhedrin. Not only did they have sure and certain 
knowledge of this last miracle, (after all, Lazarus, who had most 
certainly been dead, was now walking around), but this miracle could 
mean only one thing: “This Fellow” had the power over life and death. 

ellow” Jesus was God! But instead of these miracles driving 
them to the only conclusion possible, that this “Fellow” was the Christ, 
the promised Messiah, they only hardened their resolve to do w, 
anvthin9; to stop Jesus’ influence with the “common” people. 
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Their reason they themselves clearly state: "If we let Him thus 
alone, all men will believe on Him: and the Romans shall come and 
take away both our place and [ourl nation” (vs. 48). Their motive, 
then, to act against Jesus? Envy, and selfishness, motivated by their fear 
of losing their position and power. James explains perfectly how this 
happens when he wrote: “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, & 
bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death, ” 
James 1:14,15. These men looked not for a spiritual Savior, but a king 
to sit on an earthly throne, and they would not see or hear the truth. 
Thus, they feared that their power, their control over the nation, their 
very means of living, was going to be taken from them because the 
people would set up Jesus as king of their nation and then the Romans 
would then come in and destroy all they had. Their self-importance is 
manifest in their very words, “ourposition, ayy nation. ” 

One among these dithering, spiritually blind leaders of the blind 
vented his frustration with the foolishness of his co-workers in the 
Sanhedrin and proposed what he and they knew to be the only solution, 
and in so doing, out of his blind hatred was expressing God’s intent for 
His beloved Son, that He should die for the nation, the people. 
Caiaphas, the high priest, said: “Ye know nothing at all’, nor consider 
that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and 
that the whole nation perish not” (vs. 49,50). Out of his hatred for and 
envy of Jesus, Caiaphas unwittingly, to be sure, but by the direct 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, explained in these few words the glorious 
work of the Lord Jesus, the vicarious or substitutional nature of His 
sacrifice. 

It was in truth expedient for them that one Man, the God-Man, 
Jesus Christ, die instead of the nation. Indeed, that was Jesus’ work: to 
live, suffer and die in order that not only the nation of Israel, but also the 
whole world might not perish. His life, from His conception on, was 
sacrificial. The eternal Son of God assumed unto Himself a true human 
nature, flesh and blood, so that, as the writer to the Hebrews explains, 
“He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil, ” 
Heb. 2: 14. He became true Man that He might take our place under the 
Law. He became true Man that He might be able to suffer and die in the 
stead of all sinners, including those who were plotting His death. But 
He was also true God, that His fulfilling of the Law might be sufficient 
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for all men, that His life and death might be a sufficient ransom for the 
redemption of all men, and so that He might be able to overcome death 
and the devil for us” (Questions 129, 130, Luther’s Small Catechism). 
Had Jesus not done this for mankind, for the “people” of the world, then 
all mankind would have perished eternally. The Holy Spirit, through 
John, explains that this is exactly what was meant when Caiaphas spoke 
his prophecy: “This spake he not of himsew but being high priest that 
year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; and not for 
that nation only, but that also He should gather together in one the 
children of God that were scattered abroad, ” (vs. 51,52). The evil 
intent of Caiaphas and the majority of the Sanhedrin remained the same- 
-they intended to murder Jesus, the Prince of Life (Acts 3: 14,15). But 
like Balaam’s ass, Caiaphas spoke only truth, despite his murderous 
intent. 

At this writing, we are in the midst of Lent, remembering the 
blessed life and terrible sufferings and death of our Savior for the sins of 
the world--for your sins and mine. May God’s Holy Spirit work in us 
through His precious Word a true appreciation of the nature of Christ’s 
work, that He lived, suffered and died as our Substitute, keeping the Law 
perfectly in our stead and suffering all the wrath of God against our sins, 
and not ours only, but also the sins of the whole world, delivering us 
from both the guilt and the punishment we deserve by our sins. And as 
we rejoice on Easter morning that Jesus “was delivered for our offences 
and was ” may we do so knowing that 
Jesus was but the First Fruits. Let Jesus’ death and resurrection assure us 
that we, too, for the sake of His substitutional redemptive work, even 
now have life, and have it more abundantly, and at our death or the 
coming of our Savior in glory, shall live and reign with Him in all 
eternity. Amen. 

--M. W. D. 
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“When they came to Jesus and saw 
that He was dead already, they brake 
not His legs... that the Scripture should 
be filfilled, ‘A bone of Him shall not be 
broken. ‘I’ 

--John 19:33 and 36 

How significant this precious text of God’s Word should be to us 
Christians as we meditate upon the great passion of our Savior and 
His vicarious atonement for the sins of the world! And yet, many 
who read in the Gospels the passion history of Jesus’ suffering and 
death tend to gloss over the pertinent event recorded in our text as 
a mere “detail” of something that “just happened” and thus miss its 
striking importance. Indeed, though St. John alone reports it in his 
Gospel by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, he states precisely why he 
does so, namely, “that ye might believe.” In this case, what the 
soldiers did NOT do is just as significant as what they did. 

We note in the context (v. 31) that the Jews, in their fastidious 
effort to observe the outward ceremonies of the Law (while flagrantly 
transgressing its substance), demanded of Pilate that the victims of 
crucifixion on Calvary’s hill be unceremoniously “dispatched” so 
that their bodies could be removed from sight before the onset of 
the Sabbath. Not only was the Sabbath itself “an high day” for the 
Jews, but the Sabbath at the time of Passover was especially 
important to them. No matter that they had murdered the very Son 
of God, the promised Messiah, by their hatred of Him, by their evil 
plotting, their false witness, their blasphemy, their envious 
bloodthirst, and their screaming cries for His crucifixion -- they 
were more concerned that the mere presence of dead bodies (and 
particularly the corpses of executed criminals) would defile them 
and make them unworthy to eat the Passover (Deuteronomy X:23), 
even though there was a clear-cut exception made by God Himself 
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in Numbers 9:6-9! And, while the Romans generally preferred to 
let the victims hang on their crosses for even days at a time to die a 
slow and torturous death and, at the same time, to serve as a 
deterrent example to the people passing by, the Jews’ request to 
hurry the process was often granted as a political gesture of good 
will. Thus the soldiers assigned to the execution detail would, on 
special orders, take clubs and literally beat the victims to death, 
deliberately breaking their legs and other bones to inflict fatal 
trauma and hasten their end. Upon Pilate’s authorization, the 
grizzly task was carried out as the soldiers on duty began with the 
“malefactors” crucified with Jesus, both of whom were apparently 
still alive on their crosses as the shadows began to lengthen on 
Good Friday afternoon. 

“But when they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, they 
brake not His legs. ” The fact that they ‘saw’ that Jesus was dead is of 
no small importance, for these men were experienced executioners 
who recognized by sight the difference between a living person and 
a cadaver. And, even if, as scoffers claim, their “trained eyes” had 
somehow deceived them, their commander, the centurion, was 
present when Jesus died (Matthew 27:54; Mark 15:39; Luke 23:47), 
witnessed how He expired, and spoke of Him in the past tense! Add 
to that the sure punishment of death for dereliction of duty that all 
of them would have faced if Jesus’ body had been released alive to 
Joseph of Arimathea !! They had absolutely no vested interest in 
neglecting the battering of Jesus’ body, if indeed He had been alive. 
But they dispensed with the breaking of His legs because He ‘was 
dead already’ (v,33). And just to make sure, ‘one of the soldiers with 
a spear pierced His side” --whether with a shallow probing “prick” to 
check for any reaction (as some surmise), or whether with a deep 
plunge into Jesus’ body (as Thomas’ post-Easter examination of the 
wound seems to indicate, John 20:25 & 27), the result was the same- 
- ‘Iforthwith came there out blood and water”, forensic evidence that 
true death had occurred. They saw it; their commander assured 
Pilate of it (Mark 1544-45); John knew it and testified to the fact by 
inspiration of God. And, instead of rushing Him off for medical 
treatment, Jesus’ friends buried Him! There was no need to “break 
His legs “. The objective evidence of Jesus’ real death --factual, 
forensic and circumstantial-- is overwhelming! 

34 



But that is not the only reason why the soldiers did not break 
Jesus’ legs. John says that “these things were done that the Scripture 
should be fulfilled. ” From the first chapter of Matthew’s Gospel 
where Gabriel announced to Joseph the Savior’s conception by the 
Holy Ghost in his virgin wife (v.22) to Jesus’ rebuke of the two 
disciples on the way to Emmaus after His resurrection (Luke 24:25- 
27), the holy, inspired record of Jesus’ brief visible sojourn here on 
earth stresses throughout His perfect fulfillment of all the 
prophecies concerning the promised Messiah. And even those 
prophecies which spoke of events, circumstances and deeds played 
out by others were fulfilled to the letter (from the journey of the 
Wise Men and Herod’s slaughter of Bethlehem’s babies to the 
piercing of Jesus’ hands, feet and side, and His burial in the tomb of 
wealthy Joseph of Arimathea). How foolishly, yea, how brazenly 
and wickedly, the critics of the Holy Scriptures scoff at their 
inerrancy and authority when, time and time again with perfect 
consistency, “the words which the Holy Ghost teacheth” (I Cor. 2:13) 
vindicate themselves against any and every challenge! To any 
objective examiner, the critics indeed take on the appearance and 
character of clowns, jugglers and contortionists for all the “mental 
gymnastics” to which they resort and all the “off-the-wall” 
assumptions they make to discredit the verbally inspired Word of 
God! What proud know-nothings they are, “men of corrupt minds 
and destitute of the truth” as St. Paul describes them in I Timothy 6:3- 
5! 

Nevertheless, all of these things impact upon the chief reason 
why not a bone of the Lord Jesus was broken, and why the 
evangelist John reports this “detail” in his Gospel account, namely, 
“that ye might believe.” Believe what in particular? John expands 
on this reason in chapter 20, verse 31, saying “that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through His Name.” For the key to the importance of 
Jesus’ bones not having been broken, we go back to Exodus chapter 
12, where the Lord through Moses instructed the Children of Israel 
concerning the Passover, particularly concerning the Passover lamb 
that was to be sacrificed, prepared, and eaten by the people-- the 
lamb whose blood, painted on the doorframes of their houses, 
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would save them from the Angel of Death. Do you remember the 
description of that lamb? -- “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male 
of the first year; . ..and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill it in the evening. And they shall take of the blood, and strike it 
on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses wherein 
they shall eat it. . ..And when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on 
the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the 
destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. ” 

Not only is the promised Messiah described in specific 
prophecies of the Old Testament as “a lamb” (in Isaiah 53 for 
example), but in the New Testament, in John 1:29, Jesus is called 
‘the Lamb of God’ by John the Baptist; and thereafter this precious 
imagery is repeated, not in a vague sentimental manner but with 
specific reference to the Old Testament Passover as a type of Christ, 
who was the true sacrificial Lamb slain vicariously to deliver 
sinners from death. Take, for example, I Peter 1:18-19, where the 
Apostle says, “Ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things...but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot. ’ And the Apostle Paul clearly identifies 
the Passover Lamb as a type of Christ in His vicarious atonement, 
leaving nothing to inference or to our deduction, saying in I 
Corinthians 5:7, “For even Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.” 
Why? The writer to the Hebrews answers, “That through death He 
might...deliver them who through fear of death were all their lzfetime 
subject to bondage,” that is, to deliver from slavery to sin, death and 
the devil poor sinners who, through fear of the “wages of sin” 
because of their iniquities, were in perpetual spiritual bondage and 
had nothing to look forward to but everlasting death in hell! 

The seemingly insignificant fact that not a bone of the Lord Jesus 
was broken seals to us the assurance that He is without doubt “the 

Christ, the Son of God, ’ (John 20:31), the true Passover Lamb slain for 
sinners, and that, as such, His blood “cleanseth us from all sin. ” (I 
John 1:7) Witness this, first of all, in the description of how the 
Passover lamb was to be handled according to the Lord’s directive 
in Exodus 12:46-- “In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry 
forth ought oftheflesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a 
bone thereof. ’ And in Numbers 9:12 we read the same-- ‘They shall 
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leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it.” 
Moreover, as we noted before, even these statements were prophetic 
of “Christ, our Passover” as David writes of Him in Psalm 34:20, 
“He keepeth all His bones: not one of them is broken.” . ..And even 
Pilate’s heathen soldiers, who knew nothing of these prophecies in 
the Old Testament, were compelled to comply with them in spite of 
their orders, “that the Scripture should be fulfilled, ‘A bone of Him 
shall not be broken. “’ 

What a wonderful, iron-clad testimony to the authority and 
reliability of God’s Word! And what a reassuring and comforting 
evidence for our faith in the all-sufficient vicarious atonement of our 
Savior, the Lamb of God, for whose sake God reconciled the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them (II 
Corinthians 5:19)! “They brake not His legs,” John reminds us, “that 

the Scripture should befulfilled” (v. 36) AND “that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have 1;5fe 
through His Name. ” (20:31) 

Here we have a firm foundation, 
here the refige of the lost: 

Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, 
His the Name of which we boast: 

LAMB OF GOD, for sinners wounded, 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 

None shall ever be confounded 
who on Him their hope have built! 

L.H. 153,4 

--D. T. M. 
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What does Easter have to do with Justification of the Forgiveness of 
Sins? Very little-- if you consider what is generally preached and taught 
today in the so-called Christian churches throughout our nation. 0, 
much excited activity goes on about Easter in the churches of our land, 
but is it of the right kind? Is it a joyful excitement which is in harmony 
with the analogy of faith as set forth in the Word of God? Generally 
NOT! Churches, which neglect to preach what the Bible teaches about 
the totally corrupt condition of all mankind by nature since the Fall of 
Adam and how from such a totally corrupt human nature flows an 
incessant stream of sins in thoughts, desires, words, and deeds, cannot 
properly celebrate Easter and emphasize its vital importance as the great 
Apostle Paul does when he writes in Romans 4:25, ‘He was delivered 
for our offences and was raised again for our justifcation!” 

Moved by His love for the sinful human race, God the Father 
“delivered” Christ, His only-begotten Son, “for our offences.” For 
OUR sins, the Lord Jesus was delivered by His heavenly Father into 
shame, ignominy, mockery, suffering, death, and even into the pit of 
Hell itself when He cried out from the cross, “My God , My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?“-- and “not for our’s only but also for the sins 
of the whole worW (I John 2:2). Everything that we deserve because of 
our sins, Christ suffered in our place, as our Substitute, that He might 
redeem us from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil. In 
this way, Jesus was “delivered for our offences.” 

Those, however, who do not believe what the Bible so plainly teaches us 
about sin, cannot properly understand the vicarious atonement 
(substitutional satisfaction) of Christ through His bitter suffering and 
death, and can only deduce that Christ suffered and died on Calvary as a 
martyr for His own cause and that we should, therefore, emulate Him in 
our lives and be saved by our Christlikeness. Of course, all who 
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minimize sin, to that same extent dilute the vicarious atonement of 
Christ and teach work-righteousness all the way from being able to 
make one’s own decision for Christ and refraining from willful 
resistance to being able, by nature, to keep any part of God’s Holy Law 
in heart of life by thought, word, or deed. The first part of St. Paul’s 
statement in Romans 4:25, ‘He was delivered for our offences,” 
becomes therefore either meaningless or its strength and power is 
blunted to such an extent that eternal salvation for such people becomes 
virtually an impossibility--except in the case of a “blessed 
inconsistency.” 

What, then, about the second part of Romans 4:25, “and was raised 
again for ourjustification?” The eternal Son of God became a true man 
and “was made under the Law,” that He might be able to take the place 
of every man, woman, and child ever to live on earth; to keep the Holy 
Law of God perfectly in their stead, and to suffer the punishment of 
Hell on the accursed tree of the cross as their Substitute--earning by this, 
His work of Redemption or Atonement, a perfect righteousness, full 
forgiveness of all sins, and everlasting salvation in heaven for all 
mankind. The resurrection of Christ proves, beyond the shadow of a 
doubt, that God the Father has indeed accepted the sacrifice of His Son 
for the sins of the whole work and that, in the risen and living Savior, He 
has declared the whole work righteous and has forgiven the sins of all 
mankind. How plainly this is stated in Romans 3:22-24, “There is no 
difference; for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, 
being justified (declared righteous) freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” and also in Ephesians 1:7, “In 
whom (our risen Savior) we have redemption through His blood, the 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS, according to the riches of His grace.” In 
Christ, God was “RECONCILING the world unto Himself’” II 
Corinthians 5: 19, not charging their sins against them. In the risen and 
living Savior, God “JUSTIFIES (declares righteous) the ungodly,” 
Romans 4:5, therefore also you and me. 

The Reformed, and even some Lutheran churches, give the impression 
that we make the forgiveness of sins happen because of our faith in 
Christ. They say that God has done His part in sending Christ to suffer 
and die for our sins; NOW WE MUST DO OUR PART by asking Him 
to take away our sins, and by committing our life to Him. This, of 
course, is a blatant untruth. We do not make the forgiveness of sins 
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happen because of our faith or because of anything we do. The 
forgiveness of sins is already an accomplished fact paid for in full by the 
redemptive work of Christ (His active and passive obedience), sealed by 
His holy, precious blood and by His innocent suffering and death, 
declared in God’s eternal counsels and verified by the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead. 

This is what our faith receives, namely, the forgiveness of sins which is 
based on what our Savior has done for us, verified by God the Father 
through Christ’s resurrection, and pronounced by Him upon all people 
ever to live on this earth. So Christ “was delivered for our offences and 
raised again for our justification,” as the Apostle Paul so plainly 
proclaims in his letter to the Romans. What a thrilling Easter Message, 
establishing in our hearts the great and important purpose of our Savior’s 
resurrection from the dead. The Lord God has done everything for our 
salvation in and through the risen and living Savior who is Himself true 
God with the Father and the Holy Ghost. This we believe, not by any 
power of our own--for even our faith must never be regarded as our own 
accomplishment--BUT by God’s grace ALONE through the power of 
His Word “which liveth and abideth forever,” I Peter 1:23. 

He is arisen! Glorious Word! 
Now reconciled is God, my Lord; 
The gates of heav’n are open. 
My Jesus did triumphant die, 
And Satan’s arrows broken lie, 
Destroyed hell’s direst weapon. 

Oh, hear What cheer! 
Christ victorious Riseth glorious, Life He giveth-- 

He was dead, but see, He liveth! Amen. --TLH 189 

--P. R. B. 
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Around 

Crystals are still big, but look for aliens, angels and menopause to top the 
best-seller lists. That’s the word from the folks at Bookpeople, the largest 
distributor of small press titles in the world, currently representing 3,000 
publishers and counting, according to Marianne Sluis in the company’s 
order department in Oakland, Calif. Bookpeople’s buyers keep their finger 
on the pulse of America - at least its more esoteric elements. “We watch 
burgeoning issues. For example, up-and-coming topics are tattoos, Native 
Americans and ethnic communities,” said Sluis. Where else could you 
order “Croatian Cuisine,” “The North American Guide to Nude 
Recreation,” “ Angels of the Lord: Calling Upon Your Guardian Angel for 
Guidance and Protection,” “The Hieroglyphic Coloring Book” and 
“Voices from the Underground: Insider Histories of the Vietnam Era 
Underground Press?” Bookpeople keeps over 26,000 titles in stock in its 
office and warehouse in a pedestrian looking business park near the 
Oakland Coliseum. Bookpeople sells all kind of books to all kinds of 
bookstores, but it retains a strong counterculture element going back to the 
company’s earliest best seller, “The Whole Earth Catalog.” When Shirley 
MacLaine made reincarnation acceptable in the United States, she opened 
the floodgates of a publishing genre that hasn’t dried up yet. “Our goal is to 
make as much money as we can and then give it to our employees,” said 
Taback, 48, whose sister conned him out of graduate school in 1971 to 
take a job at the company. (Associated Press, Albany Democrat Herald, 
Jan. 19, 1994) 

The reading habits of many people remind us of the Athenians who 
“spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some 
new thing”(Acts 17:21). The more far-fetched and out-land&h the 
tales, the higher the sales soar for these books! And those who fill 

41 



their minds with such drivel help the authors and publishers to attain 
their goal “to make as much money as we can.” In sharp contrast to 
those who feed upon such twaddle, we Christians have a Book which 
is not filled with the fantasies emanating from the fertile imagination 
of sinful man, but written by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21), every word of it infallibly true (John 17:17), because 
it has been given to us from the God of Truth, the Creator of heaven 
and earth. In this Book we find the true answer to those questions 
which perplex so many people concerning the origin of the world and 
the end of the world. Above all, this perfect Book answers the all- 
important question, “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30). It 
leads our sin-stricken conscience from the lightning bolts of Mt. Sinai 
to the sweet message of the Gospel through which the Holy Spirit 
works the true saving faith in the heart so that we now trust and 
believe, rejoice and take comfort, in Jesus our Savior from sin, death, 
and hell. This is the Book which is “a Lamp unto my feet and a 
Light unto my path” (Ps. 119:lOS). This is the Book through 
which the Holy Spirit keeps and preserves us in the one true faith unto 
our end to inherit eternal life. Therefore we dare not allow ourselves 
to become remiss in reading, hearing, and meditating upon this Book 
of books - the Bible! 

Clare Holcomb and Diana Graves say the aliens grab them without 
warning, usually at dusk or out of deep sleep. Sometimes a spaceship - the 
saucer-shaped vessel of B movies - touches down silently in a corner 
paddock of this Virginia horse farm 50 miles west of Washington, D.C. 
Sometimes, “the beings” materialize out of thin air. The “experiences” that 
follow are always terrifying to them, though they’ve happened hundreds of 
times. Holcomb and Graves report pokes and prods by aliens deaf to their 
cries and pleas, skin excisions and forced feedings that leave the women 
feeling wretched for days. Holcomb says her first abduction took place on 
such a deserted road six miles from the MoonrakerEquestrian Academy, 
the farm where she lives and teaches horseback riding. On Dec. 15, 199 1, 
Holcomb was returning from nearby Winchester, Va., when a pair of low- 
flying, bright lights demanded her attention. “I stopped the car and got out 
to look,” she says. “This light was so bright I couldn’t look at it directly. 
There wasn’t a sound at all. The last thing I remember doing was blinking.” 
What seemed like a moment later, Holcomb was driving five miles further 
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down the road and feeling nauseated. She arrived home more than an hour 
later than usual. Her ear lobes were inflamed and bleeding, and her pierced 
earrings had been inserted backwards. These days, the women say they 
are frequently abducted together. Holcomb and Graves sometimes 
question their sanity. But people who report abductions or UFO sightings 
are not necessarily psychotic, fantasy-prone or more imaginative than 
anyone else, according to research reported in the November issue of the 
Journal of Abnormal Psychology. (Statesman Journal news service, Jan. 
1994) 

Ordinarily such sensationalism is carried by the tabloids and not by 
our daily newspapers. But the interest in UFOs has increased so 
dramatically during the past years that the news media has deemed it 
of sufficient importance to give it more coverage. Every Bible student 
knows that the Scriptures make no reference to extraterrestrial beings 
in spite of those who insist that “there are tens of thousands of 
civilizations in our galaxy and even more abodes of more primitive 
life” (Dr. Frank Drake of the University of California, Santa Cruz). In 
the very first chapters of Genesis the Lord who created heaven and 
earth directs us to man whom He created out of the dust of the 
ground. Our first parents, Adam and Eve, were placed in the Garden 
of Eden here on earth and were the progenitors of the whole human 
race. They listened to the devil and disobeyed God’s plain command 
bringing sin into the world. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). “But God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:s). Jesus died for those whose dwelling place is the earth, as 
it is used hundreds of times in Holy Writ, where God placed man - not 
on one of the planets millions of miles removed from the earth! And 
the Day is coming when this earth will be destroyed by the Lord with 
fire (2 Pet. 3:lO). Then woe betide those who have followed the father 
of all lies (John 8:44) with his “signs and lying wonders” (2 Thess. 
2:9)! 
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It was the kind of news that makes society columns tingle. A Kennedy 
wedding was in the works. Three weeks ago, Representative Joseph P. 
Kennedy, 40, the eldest son of Robert Kennedy, announced his 
engagement to a member of his staff, Anne Elizabeth Kelly, 36. But no 
church ceremony has yet been set for this scion of the country’s most 
famous Roman Catholic clan. Indeed, the question is, Can there be one? 
In a 1990 civil case, the Congressman divorced his wife Sheila Rauch, 
the mother of their twin sons Matthew and Joseph. Kennedy and his wife 
had been married in the church - and remain so in its eyes. The church, 
furthermore, will not allow Kennedy to remarry in its precincts-unless he 
gets an annulment..... But Kennedy, who has applied for an annulment of 
his first marriage, is an American and, if statistics bear him out, the 
probability is that U.S. church courts will grant one fairly 
promptly.. . .Annulment is known jocularly as “Catholic divorce”-a way 
to marry again and yet remain a church member in good standing. An 
ecclesiastical tribunal weighs technicalities to declare that a first 
marriage never existed, leaving a believer free to enter into matrimony 
since he or she had never been truly married at all. Annulments used to 
be rare, passed out mostly for such reasons as insanity, impotence, 
bigamy, abduction, fraud, or consanguinity...By the 197Os, however, the 
Roman Rota-the main Vatican court for handling marital appeals-began 
to recognize psychological factors.. . . .(Time, August 16, 1993) 

The Lord Jesus declares in crystal-clear words, “What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Matt. 19:6). 
Once a man and woman have mutually pledged to each other their 
love and faithfulness, that is an indissoluble bond which is binding 
unto death. Woe betide that individual who seeks to dissolve that 
bond whether that it be by someone outside of the marriage or by 
one of the spouses inside the marriage. And this is precisely what 
the Tribunal of the Rota at the Vatican (the Roman Catholic court 
granting annulments) does. Ignoring God’s Word they set 
themselves up above that Word of God and declare that the 
marriages which they have annulled never truly existed even though 
the couple may have been married for a number of years and have 
children. Is that not the height of arrogance? What blatant 
hypocrisy when the Roman hierarchy attempts to appear as the 
champion of marriage in stating that they do not allow divorce for 
any reason.. . 111 The only Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
lists the cause for which a divorce may be procured by the innocent 
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party when He states, “Whosoever shall put away his wife except it 
be for fornication, and shall marry another committeth 
adultery”....(Matt. 19:9 cp. Matt. 5:32). When, for example, the 
husband is not faithful to his wife and engages in illegitimate sexual 
activity, he has broken the marriage and the innocent wife may then 
secure a divorce. Thus we have no right to prohibit what God 
Himself allows! Jesus declares, “In vain they do worship Me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Matt. 15:9). 
The Word of God must be the ONLY authority in the Church! 

With few or no additions, the Great Flood of ‘93 is already one of the 
all-time monsters. It might go down as the worst of all in the U.S. by 
many measures: height of flood crest, area inundated (close to 17,000 sq. 
mi., vs. 12,700 in the awesome flood of 1937 along many of the same 
rivers) and property damage. Government estimates skyrocketed in little 
more than a week from $500 million to as much as $8 billion, and the 
final tally might be higher still. The big exception: the death toll, 26 
late last week, was only a hair above the 23 killed by the mammoth flood 
of 1973 in many of the same areas, and only a tenth of the 250 who 
perished in the 1937 flood - to say nothing of the record 2,100 drowned 
on the single day of May 31, 1889, in Johnstown, Pennsylvania... Only... 
statistics, and even the view from rooftop level, give little idea of the 
sheer extent of inundation. That can really be glimpsed only from the 
air, as by the crew of a U.S. Coast Guard Dolphin helicopter that flew 
over the St. Louis area last week to survey the damage and scout places 
where it might later land to evacuate flood victims...Even if the rain and 
flooding stop completely now, it may take a month in some areas for all 
that water to flow back into the rivers, through the levees it came around 
or over. Then comes the monumental task of cleanup.....(Time 
Magazine, July 26, 1993) 

Although some have referred to this recent flood as the “greatest 
flood of the century” we have been told that the great Mississippi 
River flood of 1927 was far worse. It left some 313 people dead and 
1.5 million homeless. Some people ask: “What about the Lord’s 
promise in Genesis chapter 9 ?” God’s promise always stands fast 
and unmovable! It is an utter impossibility for Him to lie (Hebrews 
6:18). When we look carefully at the promise which He gave after 
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the Flood we note that He refers to a universal flood. “Neither shall 
there any more be a flood to destroy the earth”....“the waters shall 
no more become a flood to destroy all flesh” (vv.12,15). He placed 
the rainbow in the sky as the visible token of His covenant 
(vv.l2-17). Never again will there be such a global flood. The next 
global catastrophe will be Judgment Day “in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up”(2 Peter 3:lO). The various disasters we now experience 
within the realm of nature (floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, etc.), are 
all forerunners of that Final Upheaval within the realm of nature on 
the Last Day. Such violent occurrences are also sent by the Lord as 
a punishment for man’s wickedness (Nahum 1:2-Q and a reminder 
to us Christians that we should live in daily repentance and faith lest 
that Day come upon us unawares (Luke 21:34). What comfort for 
us Christians to know that the Lord who created the world is the 
same One who sustains and preserves all things by His almighty 
power. Without His knowledge not even a sparrow falls to the 
ground (Matt. 10:29). Should not we who are the dear children of 
the heavenly Father through faith in Christ rest securely in His 
gracious protection ? After all, “are ye not much better than they?” 
(Matt. 6:26). 

Who is God? What can we know about God? And if knowing God is 
possible, how do we comprehend him: by reason or only through an 
ecstatic epiphany of faith? These questions have tormented theologians 
and mystics in the 4,0OO-year history of monotheism. Their wildly 
varied answers are explored in an absorbing new book from Britain with 
a catchy title, a lode of learning and a challenging thesis. Whether or not 
one accepts the biblical teaching that men and women are made in God’s 
image, argues the author of A History of God, it is clear the deity is a 
product of humankind’s creative imagination.. . . . . Karen Armstrong, 48, 
who wrote A History of God, has impressively wide scholarship and 
strong ecumenical credentials. She spent seven years as a Roman 
Catholic nun, part of the time studying literature at St. Anne’s College, 
Oxford.. . . . . . . “What I really am is a historian of ideas,” she says, “rather 
than a theologian, which sounds a bit narrow.” She considers herself an 
unaffiliated monotheist who appreciates many aspects of Eastern 
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Orthodoxy but finds it easier to pray with Jews and Muslims........... “All 
religions change and develop,” the author writes, “If they do not, they 
will become obsolete.” Consequently, “each generation has to create its 
own imaginative conception of God.” (Time Magazine, September 27, 
1993) 

That God truly exists is revealed to us already by our conscience 
which shows us that there is a God and a divine Law (Rom. 2:14,15), 
and also by the world which He has created and preserved so that 
man is “without excuse” (Rom. 1: 19,20). Such knowledge, 
however, is not sufficient in bringing man to salvation. Hence God 
has mercifully revealed Himself in His Word that He alone is the 
one (monotheism) true God (Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4), three distinct 
Persons in one Divine Being (Matt. 28:19). Since man by nature is 
spiritually dead (Eph. 2:2), the heavenly Father “so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him, should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). This 
God is neither a figment of the imagination nor a result of a gradual 
evolutionary process! He is the ever-present “I AM” (Exodus 3:14). 
Moreover, the only true God tells us in His inerrant Word (John 
17:17), that those who reject the Gift of His Son for the redemption 
of the world, will experience the wrath of God in eternal destruction 
(John 3:36; 2 Thess. 1:8,9). 

The fact that Karen Armstrong has “impressively wide scholarship 
and strong ecumenical credentials” ascribed to her means nothing 
in the sight of God before whom she will have to stand (2 Cor. 5:10). 
The true religion does not “change” nor will it ever become 
“obsolete” since it is founded and firmly rooted upon God’s 
unchanging Word. This is the “power of God” (Rom. 1:16) through 
which the Holy Spirit brings and keeps us in the one true faith 
(Rom. 10:17). “Heaven and earth shall pass away” (Matt. 24:35), 
“but the Word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:25). 
“Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and respect&h 
not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies” (Psalm 40:4). 
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