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STATEUENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

language the puredoctrine of God's 
Word as taughtbythe true Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statment of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study 
and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate,byour Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form it confess,teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
our Scriptural position indoctrine 
and practice,and to urgethemutual 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall beable 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us amixtureofdivergentteachings 
but that we are, by God's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemind and in the same judgment." 

To set forth pertinent historical 
information which has a bearing 
upon the Church andtoexposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhichwe arenot 
aware and which has been called to 
our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



In this space in our last issue, I spoke to you of the need 
to train a future ministry to preserve the wonderful blessings 
of God’s Word preached and taught in our midst in all its truth 
and purity. Preserving that with which God has so graciously 
blessed us is only part of the great work which faces us as a 
Conference of congregations and as individual Christians. 
Equally important is the need for each of us, as individual 
Christians, to proclaim the Gospel of Christ Crucified to our 
world. 

Yes, it is to our world, our immediate world, that the 
Gospel must be proclaimed. While we certainly do not want 
to discount foreign missions, the fact is that there is abun- 
dant mission work to do right around us, in our own neighbor- 
hoods, our own communities. ‘Ihat is the world each of us, as 
individual Christians, must be concerned about first. There 
are souls dying in our neighborhoods and tit ies, brethren, and 
no conscientious Christian can sit idly by waiting for some- 
one else to tell those souls lost in unbelief and sin of the only 
true way of salvation. 

It is the mistaken belief of many sincere Christians 
that the Great Commission of Jesus is intended first and 
foremost, yes, even primarily, for pastors and other trained 
church workers. But when Jesus says, ‘Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teqching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you,” (Mat- 
thew 28:20,21), He is not addressing pastors only, but the 
Church of Christ on earth as a whole. He is addressing each 
of us as individual Christians. Pastors certainly should 
take the lead in such mission work, for they, too, are Chris- 
tians and the command applies to them as surely as it does to 
you and they are to set an example for their flocks; but the 
chief job of your pastor, as your pastor, should be to instruct 
you, the lay member of Christ’s family, how to be an effective 
witness for Christ. 
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To each disciple of Jesus our Lord says: “Whosoever 
therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I confess 
before My Father which is in heaven,” (Matthew 10:32). 
Knowing the great debt that we owe our dear Savior, to con- 
fess His Name should be the greatest joy in our life. When 
we consider the “great love wherewith He hath loved us, ” 
forsaking His heavenly home and assuming unto Himself our 
human nature in order that He might keep the Law for us which 
we could not keep; becoming a true man in order that He might 
suffer the terrible punishment for sin which we deserved by 
His bitter death on the cross, such great love wherewith He 
loved us should move us to confess with Peter and John: “We 
caunot but speak the things which we have seen and heard,” 
(Acts 4:20). Thus, it is not Christ’s command alone to 
spread the Gospel to every creature which should move each 
of us to be living witnesses of Christ our Savior, but 
especially the love which Christ has so abundantly and gra- 
ciously shown to us. As Paul puts it so well, “The love of 
Christ coustraineth us,” (11 Corinthians 5:14). 

To confess the Name of Jesus, to witness Jesus’ love can 
take many forms. First and foremost should be that we open 
our mouths and speak our hearts, for the Gospel “is the power 
of God uuto salvation to everyone that believeth,” (Remans 
1:16). So often we hear: “I can’t talk. I don’t know what to 
say. I’m not comfortable talking about my faith. It’s a 
personal matter.” But the hymnist says it well: 

“If you cannot speak like angels, 
If you cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, 
You can say He died for all! 

If you cannot rouse the wicked 
With the Judgment’s dread alarms, 
You can lead the little children 
To the Savior’s waiting arms.” (TLH 496) 

We do not have to be trained theologians or even parish 
pastors to witness and share Jesus’ love with others. If one 
truly feels inadequate to the task or unprepared, then, there 
is one simple remedy to those feelings as well: Prepare your- 
self with God’s help ! Take advantage of the Bible Classes 
offered in your congregations, devote time each day to per- 
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sonal study of God’s Word, and pray that God would open your 
heart and your mouth and give you both wisdom and boldness 
to confess Jesus your Savior before men. ‘Ihe Apostle Peter 
makes no distinction between pastor and layman, between man 
or woman, young or old when he says, “Be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear,’ (I Peter 3:X). In 
other words, make your calling and election sure as Peter 
exhorts in II Peter chapter 1, and you will know, as did Paul 
that “the Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart: That is, the Word of faith, which we preach; that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness ; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation,’ (Remans 10:8-10). 

Confessing Jesus is not just a matter of words, however. 
Peter says: “Eking a good conscience, that, whereas they 
speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that 
falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ,” (I Peter 
3:16). Brethren, our conversation, that is, our way of living, 
can be as great a testimony of the love of Christ in our lives 
as our confession with our lips, Consider how powerful a 
confession it is of the Name and power of Jesus in our lives 
when, unlike the world, we return good for evil, love for hate, 
kind speech for harsh words. The Christ ian has been reborn, 
regenerated through water and the Word, and he is, therefore, 
a new creature (II Corinthians 5:1’7). The life of the Chris- 
tian, the life that everyone around us sees every day, the life 
witnessed by our families, friends, neighbors, yes, even 
strangers, should reflect this change Christ has worked in us. 
It is one thing to say that we fear, love and trust in God above 
all things; it is quite another to show that we really love Him 
above all things in our lives. But think of the power in our 
witness of Christ’s love for us and our love for Christ when we 
truly “let (our) light so shine before men that they may see 
(our) good works, and glorify (our) Father which is in heaven,” 
(Matthew 5:16). The old saying “A picture is worth a 
thousand words”: is equally true in our witness of Jesus and 
Uis love. When we return good for evil, we are a living 
testimony of the change Christ has wrought in us. As Paul 
says, ‘Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, 
give him drink: For in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on 
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his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good,” (&mans 12:20,21). When Paul speaks of heaping coals 
of fire on an enemy’s head, he is speaking of the confession 
we give of the love of Christ in us by our actions. When we 
return good for evil, it cannot but help cause anguish of 
conscience for those who have hurt us--and that may be the 
opening the Lord uses to regenerate an unbelieving soul into a 
living heart which serves the Almighty God. 

‘Ihe children and young people in our Conference also can 
and should be witnesses and salts for their Savior with their 
friends. Is your Savior important enough to you that you can 
say no to things which you know will displease Him? When 
you begin dating earnestly, can you say to your date: ‘For I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that I& is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that 
*Y,” and, therefore, I must “hold fast the form of sound 
words,” that is, the sound doctrine which I have learned since 
I was a child. Can you say with pious Joseph, “H&w can I do 
this great wickedness and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9). 
Can you say to your date: “My faith is the most important 
thing in my life, and the person I desire for a life’s mate must 
share that faith with me.“? Such an attitude may cost you 
your date and/or even some earthly friends, but such a spirit 
God can use in ways that you and I cannot even imagine, for 
He is able “to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us,’ (Ephe- 
sians 3:20). May our prayer be that we allow God to work that 
power in us and guide us in His paths of righteousness. 

What is true for our young people is equally true for the 
rest of us as well. Are we willing to say, “No”; to suffer some 
embarrassment, some discomfiture for the sake of our Savior 
when we are asked to participate in something which we know 
is not God-pleasing? Are we equally willing to demand that 
the right thing be done, even when the right thing may not 
serve to our advantage? Again, brethren, the cost to our 
self-image and the opinion the world may have of us may not 
be high, but think of the great blessings such a Spirit-filled 
life can reap, not only for us, but for those around us as well. 

It really is very simple. Confessing Christ means that 
we need to stop, stop and think, before we speak and before we 
act and ask ourselves: “Is what I am about to do going to 
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redound to the glory of God? Am I giving God the credit for 
the good that I do? Is what I am doing a living confession of 
the love of Christ for me and in me? Is what I am about to 
say going to serve the Lord Jesus and lead others to Him, or is 
it going to serve me alone and perhaps drive some from my 
Savior?” And even as we think about these things, we need to 
remember the words of Jesus: “Whosoever therefore shall 
confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My 
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me 
before men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in 
heaven,” (Matthew 10:32,33). Let us pray God that He would 
make us able witnesses of His love, willing and ready to 
confess His Name, not only in Word, but in deed as well, 
always aware that “we love Him because He first loved us,” 
and that “the life (we) now live in the flesh (we) live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved (us), and gave Himself for 
(us),~ (Galatians 2:20). May God, therefore, keep us ever 
mindful that it is to us He speaks when He says through the 
prophet Isaiah: “Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, and My 
servants whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe 
Me, and understand that I am Elk: Before Me there was no God 
formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the 
Lord; and beside Me there is no Savior,” (Isaiah 43:lO). 
Brethren, this is a message worthy of our lips, a message 
unsurpassed in power, for these words are not only life, they 
give life, for they are “the power of God unto salvation,’ 
(Remans I:I6). Let us use that power in our own lives that 
we may boldly exercise that power “before men’ that the Holy 
Spirit may save the lives of others as well--that they and we 
may enjoy the blessings of life eternal in the heavenly man- 
s ions. Amen. 

Your fellow servant and witness of Christ’s love, 

The Rev. Mark W. Dierking, President 
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HERE I STAND 
Therefore, brethren, stand fast, 

and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or our epistle.” 

II Thessalonians 2% 

The “formal principle” of the Reformation, the basic 
premise upon which tither’s work was founded (and upon 
which we by God’s grace still stand today) is “sola Scrip- 
fiva”--‘I Scripture alone “. It is this principle of Scripture 
itself which establishes the absolute reliability of what we 
believe and teach because it acknowledges the infallible and 
immutable, verbally-inspired Word of God as the only Source 
and Standard of Christian doctrine and practice. 

Ironically, since early childhood and throughout his for- 
mal education as a loyal son of the Roman Catholic Church, 
Luther had been taught to the very contrary that is is l?JCrr 
Scripture but the pronouncements, decrees and traditions of 
the church, that is, of the popes and their adherents, which 
determines what is to be taught and believed, and that any 
variance from that rule was “heresy”--false doctrine, punish- 
able in the extreme by death. Luther himself had accepted 
the authority of Rome during those early years, even though 
its doctrines, laws and practices brought him no peace of 
mind or conscience with God but kept him in a state of 
constant fear and uncertainty. 

Only through his study of the Bible was Luther brought by 
the Holy Spirit “to fhe knowledge of the Truth” (I Timothy 
2:4), to confidence in God’s mercy, who justifies poor sinners 
alone by His grace for Christ’s sake, totally apart from the 
works of the Law (Remans 3:20-28), and to the assurance that 
whatever is taught, believed and practiced according to the 
perfect rule of Scripture alone is “most certainly true,” (John 
8:31-32). On the other hand, all doctrines of men which can 
be shown to be contrary to Scripture, though they be craftily 
disguised as the will of God, must be rejected as “lying and 
deceiving by God’s Name” --false and pernicious doctrine. 
(Jeremiah 23:32; Matthew 15:9) 

It was this God-given principle to which Luther stead- 
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fastly held when he was summoned to appear at a,meeting of 
the Imperial Parliament on April 16, 1521. There in the city 
of Worms on the Rhine, Emperor Charles V, princes and dukes 
of the empire, and representatives of Pope Leo X had as- 
sembled to demand that Luther take back all his writings in 
which he criticized Rome, accused it of false teachings, and 
condemned its abusive practices. So as not to appear per- 
sonally arrogant and defiant, Luther asked for one day’s time 
to consider the demand and to prepare his response. On 
April 18th, surrounded by copies of books and pamphlets he 
had written and in full view of the “world’ as it turned out, 
Luther stood before the meeting and defended his writings in 
a lengthy speech concluding with his mighty and uncom- 
promising statement: 

“Unless I can be prevailed upon by the testimonies of 
Scripture or by clear reasons--for I believe neither the 
Pope nor the councils alone, who quite obviously have 
often erred and contradicted themselves--I cannot, nor 
do I want to retract anything. I remain convinced by 
the Holy Scriptures I have cited, and my conscience is 
bound by the Word of God. Here I stand; I cannot do 
otherwise. God help me! Amen.” 

While historians may disagree as to Luther’s exact 
words on that momentous occasion, one thing is certain: By 
God’s grace and with His help, Luther took his stand upon 
Scripture alone. He stood resolutely upon ‘the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
Chief Cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:2O); and he stood there fully 
persuaded of the Scriptures’ absolute infallibility, inerrancy, 
immutability, clarity and authority as the only Source and 
Standard of Christian doctrine and practice--and convinced 
that unflinching adherance to that single Standard is the only 
legitimate prerequisite of genuine orthodoxy. 

--mm-----.------ 
--------------- 

Tragically, the wide divergency of doctrinal positions 
among those today who bear Luther’s name is ample testimony 
to the fact that this “formal principle’ is no longer adhered to 
with any consistency. In some “Lutheran” bodies, it has 
actually disappeared. In others, it exists in name only, 
while opposing factions within the body debate historical and 
social contexts, exegetical differences, textual variants, and 
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so-called “practical considerations” in order to find loop- 
holes, exceptions, special circumstances, and “divine prece- 
dent” to justify their differences. In the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, for example, the once-orthodox church-body 
of Walther, Pieper, and other staunch confessors of the truth, 
we now see ‘an outward fellowship of really strange bedfellows: 
“Liberals, ” “moderates, n and “conservatives” differing with 
one another in doctrine and practice but maintaining a guise 
of unity in an effort to “save Synod” each from the other. 
Such a farcical circus with its non-stop posturing only 
deceives the simple and unwary into believing that doctrinal 
discipline is actually being maintained while allowing some 
room for “reasonable diversity” among Christians. So-called 
“conservatives” continuue to “mark” errorists, but never 
“avoid them; ” they nadmonish’ heret its, but they never “re- 
ject” them. (&mans 16:l?; Titus 3:lO) They claim to nstand 
fast 1, upon “sola kriptura” so long as they are not forced to 
choose between Scripture and their membership in Synod, or 
their pastorate, or their synodical pension! Such theological 
“whimps” are hardly what I&her would have called nconserva- 
tives”, who wrote: 

“And take they our life, goods, fame, child and wife, 
Let these all be gone ! They yet have nothing won! 

The Kingdom ours remaineth!” 

Similar lip-service to n~~la Scriptura” is rendered in 
other church-bodies which call themselves “Lutheran” but 
tolerate diversity in doctrine and practice out of a false 
concept of ?ove” to the erring, or on the basis of an arbitrary 
distinction between ‘doctrines divisive of fellowship” and 
“doctrines not divisive of fellowship.” Who is kidding 
whom?? The Lord declares through Jeremiah: “He that hath 
my Word, let him speak my word faithfully;” (23:28) and 
through Amos : 
(353) 

“Can two walk together except they be weed?” 
And in Leviticus 19:17, God Himself shows what love to 

an erring brother entails, saying: ‘Thou shalt not hate thy 
brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbor and not suffer sin upon him.” Unpopular though it 
be nowadays to engage in polemics, that is, to refute false 
doctrine, to admonish the erring, to reject and avoid those 
who will not heed correction, to take a ‘stand’ and to make it 
count regardless of the consequences, this is what Scripture 
demaELds of every faithful Christian, pastor and layman alike! 
Ovlatthew 10:19ff.) 
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By God’s grace, we in our beloved Conference have stood 
fore square on “Scripture dlone” down through the years, re- 
cognizing the Word of God as the sole determiner of what is 
preached and taught in our churches, practiced among us, 
committed to students in our Seminary, printed in our posi- 
tion papers and in our CONCORDIA LUTHERAN, and agreed to 
in meetings with other groups whose stance we must carefully 
examine. “Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto ‘Ihy 
Name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy Truth’s sake,” 
(Psalm 115:1)! Indeed it is not to our credit personally or 
collectively that Scripture alone has been and continues to be 
the sole source and norm of what we stand for; but the J&d in 
His great mercy and according to His promise has preserved 
His precious Word to us in these latter days, His Word in its 
truth and purity-- and a blessing for which we are grateful 
beyond expression. 

As was the case with Luther, however, our standing fast 
upon Scripture’s sure foundation has not been without cost in 
terms of tribulation, slow and meager growth in numbers, 
defections on the part of those who were unwilling to bear the 
burdens which the Lord had laid upon them, and various heart- 
rending disappointments along the way which lay heavy upon 
us. In recent years, for example, we have seen once-stalwart 
confessors of the truth, leaders and even “founding fathers” 
of our Concordia Lutheran Conference actually reverse them- 
selves in matters of doctrine and practice and leave our 
fellowship. Some even joined the very heterodox church- 
bodies which for many years they had marked as such on the 
basis of sola Scriptura and, in obedience to its clear injunc- 
tions, had avoided. (Remans 16:l’i’: Titus 3:lO; Amos 3:3) 
One joined the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod with its 
widespread toleration of error and errorists (instances and 
examples of which are too numerous to mention but well- 
known to every informed Lutheran); and another recently em- 
braced the Wisconsin Evangelical Iutheran Synod with its 
unscriptural position on the Church and Ministry, a-position 
which clearly endangers also other plain teachings of the 
Bible. Why the sudden shift in position on the part of these 
former brethren? ? Could it be that they had perhaps only 
“misunderstood” those church-bodies, after having carefully 
and diligently scrutinized and examined their published 
positions on the basis of God’s Word over many years?? Could 
it be that they had preached, taught and written against the 
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errors of those bodies out of sheer ignorance?? No one 
would seriously entertain such a preposterous idea! No, it 
was the fatal combination of sinful pride (Proverbs 16:lS) and 
the leaven of heterodoxy (Galatians 59) which did its evil 
work on those who forsook “the old paths” (Jeremiah 6:15) and 
cozied up to marked false prophets instead of avoiding them 
(Matthew 7:15; Pomans l&17), so that now they seem no 
longer able even to recognize false doctrine and practice; and 
yet, at the very same time, they dare still to represent 
themselves as orthodox theologians! Nevertheless, the truly 
orthodox essays, articles, sermons, position papers and cor- 
respondence which such former brethren once wrote stand in 
direct opposition to what they now profess and practice, and 
will continue to haunt them as irrefutable evidence that, in 
spite of better knowledge, they have forsaken their once- 
orthodox stand and have given offense thereby to those who 
revered them, loved them and trusted them as faithful shep- 
herds while they stood uncompromisingly upon God’s pure 
Word! They will indeed have a fearful accounting to give for 
their betrayal, for the Savior says in Luke 12:48, ‘Vnto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall much be required; and to 
whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the 
more.” 

Imagine, if you can, the cries of disbelief and dismay, 
the tears of sadness and anguish of.heart, the just anger and 
resentment of having been betrayed, had Martin Luther in his 
later years recanted all his writings, sought the counsel and 
favor of the Pope, taken a colloquy in the Church of Rome, and 
returned to the spiritual “Babylon” from whence he had been 
so mercifully delivered many years before! His courageous 
stand before the Diet at Worms would have been for nothing, 
and Solomon’s words in Proverbe 26:ll would well apply to him: 
“As a dog retumeth to his vomit, so a fool retumeth to his 
folly*” Sadly, we have seen many such reversals and defec- 
tions over the years not only from our own fellowship, but 
from others as well. Why? Because those involved did not 
“stand fast and hold the traditions which (they) had been. 
taught,’ Instead, as victims of their own pride, they ven- 
tured off the sure foundation of sola biptura, lost their 
spiritual footing, stumbled, fell, and now lie off to the side in 
the quicksand of error and ignorance. 

But let us not mourn our losses to excess, permitting our 
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eyes to be permanently clouded with tears and our hearts 
weighed down with grief ! For “the Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we areglad!” (Psalm 126:3). He has 
graciously preserved to us and our children His precious Word 
in its truth and purity and has strenghtened us through that 
Word to ever greater steadfastness in building upon its foun- 
dat ion. Let us be wary, however, lest Satan lift us up with 
pride to despise the Word as our only authority and cause us 
to fall! Rather, let each of us, pastor and layman alike, 
“stand fast and ho&d the traditions which (we> have been 
taught,” growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, who assures us: “If ye continue in My 
Word9 then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” For then and only 
then will we be enabled by the Holy Spirit through that very 
Word to declare with Luther: ‘Mere, on God’s pure Word, I 
stand! By His abiding grace, I cannot do otherwise! God 
Ihe@ IIP~, as He has promised! Amen!” 

Lord, keep us in Thy Word, we pray! 
The guile and rage of Satan stay! 
Ere let us in its power confide, 

That we may seek no other guide! 
(LH. 292, adapted) 

--D.T.M. 
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God’s Love Reflected In His Children 
by Rev. Mark W. Dierking 

PART II 

God’s Gospel: The CMy Means 
By Which God’s Love Can Be Reflected In His Children 

The Law of God requires perfect love of God and neigh- 
bor, but as we have seen, the Law of God cannot work that love 
in any human being. ?he Bible clearly says that the natural 
mind of man “is not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed 
can be,” Rom. 8:7b. Paul teaches us in Romans: “Therefore by 
the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His 
(God’s) sight,” Rom. 3:20a. The Law tells us what God de- 
mands of us, it shows us how we have not kept His Law, and, 
therefore, serves as mirror to show us our sins as Paul so 
clearly states, “By the Iaw is the knowledge of sin,” Ram. 
3:20b. But the Law cannot work in us the power to keep it, for 
the natural, unregenerate man, as we have seen, cannot keep 
the Law of God in even it-s smallest detail. “‘Ihey are allgone 
aside, they are all together become filthy; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one,” Ps. l4t3. Again, the Bible says, “No 
man is justified by the Law in the sight of God,” Gal. 39 1. 
And if one cannot keep that Law, the whole Law, the command 
of God to love Him with our whole heart, soul, and mind, and 
our neighbor as ourselves, then, one is condemned by God’s 
justice to everlasting damnat ion. “Cursed is everyone that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the Book of 
the Law to do them,’ Gal. 3:10, and, ‘The wages of sin is 
death,” Rom. 6:23, spiritual death, temporal death, eternal 
death. 

This being the case, a man could study the Law of God 
his entire life, dedicate every moment of every day, give his 
entire being over to trying to keep what God commands in His 
Word, still it would be to no avail, for “the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned,” I Cor. 2:14, and the Law is spiri- 
tual. As we have seen, an external keeping of the Law is not 
sufficient --the keeping of the Law must flow from the fear 
and Iove of God--something impossible for man in the state 
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into which he is born, that is, totally corrupt, “without true 
fear, love, and trust in God. He is without righteousness, is 
inclined only t 

s 
evil, and is spiritually blind, dead, and an 

enemy of God.” 

Since God demands perfect keeping of His Law, and since 
the natural man is clearly unequal to the task, and since the 
certain consequence of not keeping the Law of God is both 
temporal and eternal death, natural man is without “hope, and 
without God in the world,” without “a prayer,” so to speak, in 
this world or in the world to come. A complete change in man 
was necessary --a change which man himself could not effect, 
no matter how hard he worked at it. Thus, unless God Himself 
intervened, intervened to expiate or pay both for the original 
sin of man, that is, the corrupt nature with which he was born, 
as well as his for actual sins namely, those acts of thought, 
word and deed by which he transgresses God’s holy Law--and 
if God, at the same time, did not work in man the ability to 
make at least a beginning of keeping God’s Law, the situation 
of man would be hopeless indeed. But “God is love” I John 
4:8, He is agape in His very essence, and since God’s love 
existed from before the foundation of the world, God in eter- 
nity, in that love comprehended and understood the hopeless 
plight of sinful man and, in that same love, purposed to save 
man from his own folly. 

Thus, we read: “God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in %Grn should 
not perish but have everlasting life,” John 396. And again, 
“EPutGodco mmendetb His love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” Ram. 5:8. St ill again, 
‘But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith 
He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with C!uist,” Eph. 2:4,5. And still again: ‘Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
shouId be called the sons of God,’ I John 3:l. And still once 
more, “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world 
tbat we might live through Him,” I John 4:9. Yes, God, in His 
great agape for sinful man, sent His only-begotten Son, the 
second Person of the God-head, true God, begotten of the 
Father, into this world to deliver sinful mankind from his 
certain fate, to change man’s hard and stony heart, a heart 
which hates God by nature, into a heart which is able to 
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reflect the love God had for man back to God and to his fellow 
man. 

How this was done is --or at least should be--one of the 
most familiar stories to any Christian. So why should we 
repeat it here? .Not only should we repeat it here, we must 
repeat it here, for it is out of this redemptive work of God in 
Christ Jesus that the love of God is worked in us and thereby 
reflected out of us. 

God the Son didn’t just suddenly appear in this world in 
all His glory and. by a wave of His hand make sin disappear. 
No, “when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem them 
that were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption 
of sons,” Gal. 4:4,5. To redeem man, to purchase him back 
from the slavery of sin and death into which he had plunged 
himself through the sin of Adam, the Son of God had to become 
a man Himself. He had to be true man so that He might take 
our place under the Law and fulfill the Law for us. He had to 
do for man what man should have done but could not do for 
himself, and so Jesus became true man that He might be our 
Substitute under the Law of God. 

He became true man also in order that He might suffer 
what we should have suffered for our sins, namely, death. 
The Bible says, “I;brasmuch, then, as the children are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part 
of the same, that throughdeath He might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil,” Heb. 214. Death, the 
fruit of sin, was the executioner’s ax which Satan held over 
the head of every human being, but Christ suffered death and 
c’arried with Him to the place of His death, the Cross of 
Calvary, the cause of death, sin--all sin--original sin and 
actual sins, the sins of every man, woman, and child of all 
time, and through His sufferings and death endured all the 
wrath of God against those sins, thereby removing death as 
the ultimate threat and weapon of Satan. Indeed, through His 
death, Christ removed the teeth of Satan, so to speak, in 
essence destroying Satan by destroying Satan’s power over 
sinful man, 

But death could not hold Jesus, the Son of God. Three 
days later He rose from the dead, God thereby declaring that, 
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because the sacrifice Christ made was a sufficient ransom 
for the souls of men, the whole world now righteous for the 
sake of Christ‘s perfect obedience to the Law and His bitter 
sufferings and death. As Scripture testifies, Jesus was “de- 
livered for our offenses, and was raised again for our justifi- 
cation,” Rem. 4:25. Christ’s resurrection is, therefore, the 
guarantee of what God was doing in Christ, as Paul declares in 
II Corinthians 519, ‘To wit, that God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself.” How did He do this? By “not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.’ This is the Gospel, 
the Good News of mankind’s salvation: That God, for Christ’s 
sake, no longer charges or imputes to mankind the sins which 
would condemn him to everlasting hellfire. 

How does this righteousness of Christ become ours per- 
s onally. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast,” Eph. 2:8,9. When sinners, convicted of 
their sins by the indictment of God’s Law, stand at the very 
brink of despair, their cold, unregenerate hearts devoid of 
any comfort or hope; only the Gospel which proclaims this 
amazing love of God is the power of God to change those 
hearts, to enkindle in them the warmth of saving faith and the 
assurance of their salvation by God’s grace in Christ their 
Redeemer. The Gospel works a change in the hearts of such 
men. Jesus Himself told Nicodemus that just such a change 
of heart must take place in a man if he is to see the kingdom 
of God. Jesus calls it a rebirth, Paul calls it a regeneration- 
-either way, the giving of life where there was once only 
death. In John chapter 3, we read: ‘Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God,” (vs. 3). This rebirth is the result of the Holy.Ghost’s 
working through the Gospel, for “the Gospel of CXrist, . l l is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, ” 
Ram. 1:16. A believer is born, therefore, not of his own 
power, nor by his own works, but, as Scripture testifies, he is 
“born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever, ” I Peter 
1:23. It is this same Word working through Baptism which 
generates life and faith in a once dead heart. Paul writes to 
Titus, ‘!According to His mercy He saved us by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost,” Titus 35. 
Thus, through faith the Christian appropriates or puts on the 
righteousness of Christ; he becomes a child of God, an heir of 
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eternal life--and all of it is God’s work, “(God) hath saved 
us and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,” II Tim. 1:9. 

This is the Gospel of Christ which quickens or makes 
alive a heart that was dead, that makes a friend of one who 
was God’s enemy. This is the same Gospel by which Old 
Testament believers were saved. This is the same Gospel of 
which Ezekiel speaks when he says: “And I will give them one 
heart, and 1 will put a new spirit within you; and I will take 
the stony heart out of their flesh, and willl give them a heart 
of flesh,” Ez. 11:19. This is the Gospel which does indeed 
change the stone-cold hearts of unbelievers into new hearts, 
ruled and dominated not by the world, Satan and sin, but by 
God Himself. This Gospel is what changes sin-filled hearts 
into a place fit for the Christ, a heart in which the Holy Ghost 
Himself dwells, in which He lives and resides and makes His 
temple. 

This new, regenerated heart wants to live in accordance 
with God’s Word and will. As Paul testifies, ‘Therefore if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new,” II Cor. 5:1X 
Thus, that the children of God live in accordance with God’s 
Word and will is, as we have seen, one of the chief reasons 
God sent His Son into this world to redeem mankind from sin, 
death and the devil. Too often we are told that Christ came 
into this world only to save us; it is true that Christ did come 
into this world to save us, but He also came into this world to 
change our lives as Zacharias testifies, “lhat we, being 
delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve Him 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all 
the days of our life,” (Luke 1:74,X). Even as St. Paul also 
tells us that faith is not a product of our works or will in 
Ephesians 2:8,9, he immediately adds: “We are His workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them, ’ (Eph. 2:lO). 
Indeed, the purpose of Christ’s coming was to restore in man 
what the first Adam through his sin had lost, lost not only for 
himself but for all mankind. This included, of course, eternal 
life, but that was only part of what Christ intended to restore 
in man. Just as Adam before his fall into sin walked in the 
spirit, desiring only what was pleasing to his God and Crea- 

Page 90 



tor, so also the new man in Chri tians, created through the 
work of the Second Adam, Christ, 8 desires only to walk in the 
footsteps of Christ his Savior. “This I say then, Walk in the 
spirit (that is, the new man created in Christ Jesus which is 
spirit and not flesh), and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the 
flesh,” Gal. 5:16. 

We see, therefore, that God has worked in the Christian 
the power and the will to keep His words, that is, to love both 
God and neighbor according to His commandments. It should 
be no problem, then, for the Christian to do as God commands. 
Indeed, it would be no problem if man were all spirit, re- 
created in the image of God; but man is also flesh, and 
despite the change that God in Christ, working through the 
Means of Grace, has worked in the spirit of man, the sinful 
flesh remains sinful flesh in this world. Even as Jesus told 
Nicodemus that a man must be born again according to the 
Spirit of God, He also points out that “that which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit,” John 36. There is, therefore, an on-going strife 
between the spirit and the flesh. 

St, Paul states the case accurately and succinctly in his 
epistle to the Galatians: “Ihe flesh lusteth against the spirit, 
and the spirit against the flesh: And these are contrary the 
one to the other: So that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would,” (5:17). The flesh and the spirit are opposites, and 
yet they exist within every Christian, face to face and toe to 
toe, in constant confrontation with one another. Although a 
“right spirit” and holy desires have been created within the 
Christian, the flesh stands in the way of the fulfillment of 
those desires. ‘Ihe flesh remains as sinful as it was at its 
conception and continues to hate God and His will. Paul 
expresses the situation well for every Christian when, to the 
Romans, he writes: “For I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing:For to will is present with me; 
but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good 
that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do, ” 
Rom. 7:18,19. Thus, the task of the Christian is, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, to overcome the flesh, to bring the 
flesh into subjection to the new spirit (the new man) which 
the Holy Ghost has worked in him through the Gospel. This 
growing in a life more pleasing to God, a life which desires 
and carries out the will of God, the Scripture calls “sanctifi- 
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cation.” Unlike conversion, and consequently also subjec- 
tive justification, which is instantaneous and is complete 
the moment that saving faith is worked in one’s heart and 
continues as long as that faith remains in the heart, sancti- 
fication is a life-long process--a process at which the 
Christian constantly works and iti which he continually grows, 
although he never achieves perfection in this present life. 
St. Paul testifies: “Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprended of Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus,” Phil. 3:12-14. 

It is for this reason that the Christian must always be 
able clearly to distinguish between the desires of the new 
spirit within him and the contrary motions of his old sinful 
flesh. For if the Christian would see only his flesh and his 
lack of growth in sanctified living, he would soon cry out with 
Paul: “Owretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?!” Porn. 7:24. But the New Man, which is 
“created in righteousness and true holiness,’ (Eph. 4:24) and, 
thus, desires only that which is God-pleasing, in fact, which 
truly does only that which is in accordance with God’s will, 
also knows the nature of the Old Adam and does not despair 
when the flesh falls into sin. ‘The Christian confesses with 
Paul, “Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me,” Porn. 7:1X Instead of crying out in despair, then, the 
Christian instead can shout with joy the words of the Apostle 
Paul: “Owretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death? ~thauk God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the Law of God; 
but with the flesh the Law of sin,” Porn, 7:24,25. 

It is the mind, the new heart, of the Christian which 
must prevail in this battle, however. For the Christian who 
is not growing in sanctification, in holier living, is dying. 
The Christian’s task is to bring the Old Adam into subjection 
to the New Man. “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein. Iet not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither 
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness 
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unto sin: But yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God. For sin shallnot have dominion over 
you: For ye are not under the Law, but under grace,” Porn. 
6:2,12-14. Indeed, good works, love of God and love of neigh- 
bor, are the evidence of living faith in Christ as Savior. In 
the Epistle general of James we read: ‘Even so faith, if it bath 
not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou 
hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. . . But wilt 
thou know, 0 vain man, that faith without works is dead. . . For 
as the body without the spirit is &ad, so faith without works 
is dead also, ’ James 2:17,18,20,26. Thus, it is clear that 
where there is faith, there are also works. But faith pre- 
cedes works ! Love is a fruit, a product, a result of faith, not 
the other way around. Thus, the Christian grows in sanctifi- 
cation aware that “I through the Law am dead to the Law, that 
I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: n&&he- 
less I live.; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the &n of 
6od who loved me and gave Himself for me, ” Gal. 2:2O; and 
again, Jesus Himself says: “He that abideth in Me and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without Me ye 
can do nothing,” John 15:5. 

It is, then, Christ’s Gospel alone which produces saving 
faith in the hearts of sinful men. It is this same Gospel 
which changes the cold and stony hearts of men into hearts 
that quite literally become the temple of the Holy Spirit for it 
is the Holy Spirit of God, living and abiding in the Christian, 
who alone enables the Christian to make a beginning of retur- 
ning or reflecting the agape so evident in God’s gift of His 
Son for our salvation-- restoring that which was lost by th 
first Adam to each believer by the second Adam (Christ). 5 

The Holy Ghost through the Apostle Paul explains why the 
Christian desires to keep and do the will of God perfectly 
when he says: The love of Christ constraineth us,” II Car. 
5:14. The love of God and neighbor does not begin in us, but 
begins in God. “We love (God) because He first loved us,” I 
John 5:19. Thus, no matter how the love is reflected out of 
the Christian, it begins and it ends with the love God has for 
us. 

We have seen in Part I of our essay what God requires of 
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us and, in the Second Part of our essay, how God enables us to 
do that which He requires of us by creating in us the New Man, 
by regenerating our dead and sinful hearts into hearts in 
which Christ the Lord lives and reigns. fn the Third Part of 
our essay, let us see &ow God’s Love TN~ Is Reflected Out Of 
The Christian Td God and Qu Neighbor. 

(To be concluded in the next issue) 

------------------------------------ 

7 Question 95, Luther’s Small Catechism, p. 87, CPH, 1943 
8 I Corinthians 75:45-49. 
9 I Corinthians 15:20-23; Romans 5:12-19. 

-------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------- 
_____--------------------------------------------- --_----------------------------------------------- 

Rabbi Yisrael Ariel is dedicatinghimselfto the rebuild- 
ingofthe templeof Herod on the man-made plateau the Jews 
call. the Temple Mount, The rabbi and his followers have 
collected tens of thousands of dollars from American Jews-- 
even tioughrebuilding the temple of Herod,destroyed by the 
Remans in 70 A.D., almost certainly would start a war of 
unim aginable ferocity. The problem is thatthe elegantDome 
ofthe Rock mosque rises overthe spot where the temple once 
Stood. The site is revered by Moslems as the place from 
which Mohammed ascendedtoheaven and byJews as the place 
where Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son, Isaac. The 
rabbi% organization, called the Temple Institute, has made 
and displayed a variety of ornaments and furnishings similar 
to thosethat once adorned the temple andits priests: a silver 
menorih, trumpets, goblets, ritual slaughtering knives, 
priestiygarments and so on. The idea is to be sure all the 
accessories are ready for use when the new temple is com- 
pleted. "We're promised by the prophets of Israel that the 
temple will be rebuilt," Ariel said. Rebuilding the temple is 
an age-old dream for all manner of Jews. 

Herod's temple must have been magnificent! We are 
tald th& it was built on the foundations of Solomon's temple 
by /O,OOO men withits 4OfL highpillars of white marhZe and 
its pinnacle extending about 150 ft. in the air. Here the 
priests would offerthe various sacrificesin accord with the 
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law. No wonder the Jews took such pride in this temple and 
were so disturbed when the Savior declared, "De&my this 
temple,aradinthzee days Iwillraiseitup." Theyerroneous- 
ly thought that He was referring to their temple. (See John 
2:19,20). For the Israe3i.s to rebuild the temple now would 
surely set off ahaly warbecauseitwould meandestroying the 
Dome of the Rock mosque sacredtothe Mohammedans. Eit 
were not for this fact,then the Israelis have sufficient fi- 
nancial backing to reconstruct the temple. Unfortunately, 
theJewstakepassagesfrom the Old Testament whichspeakof 
the coming Messiah's glorious spiritual Kingdom and misin- 
terpret them to refer to an earthly Israeli kingdom. To this 
day Christ crucified still remains a stumhling Hock to the 
Jews. (I Corinthians 1:23): “Seeing they see mt and hear- 
iug they hear not, neither do they uraderstand.” 

-------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------- 
““~~=====~-====~===- 

Preserve Thy Word, 0 Savior 
Plre&mve Thq wozd, 0 savioz, To ub thi6 .fui%L~ day 
And let Thy Kingdom 6!ouzi~h, Enlarge Thy chuzch, we pzay. 
Oh, keep ouz daith &om 6aihg, Keep hape% bright btaz 

agPaw. 
Let naught &zom Thy Wozd turn ub While wand’zing he%e. 

below. 

Pze~zve, 0 Loltd, Thine honoz, The bold bla~pheme~ smite; 
Convince, canvezt, enlighten, The bou!~ in Eros% night. 
Ueved Thy wil.!, deaz Savior, To u& who dwell below-- 
Thou fight 06 al! the living--That men Thy name may know. 

Plump, 0 foqd, Thy Zion, Bought deazPy with Thy blood; 
Protect what Thou hast chosen Again&t the &W dread 

bzood. 
Be Thou hex great De&tndez When dange+x gather kourtd; 
Fen that the c?azth be czumbling, Sa& will Thy Church be 

6ound. 

?WWN~ in wave and ternput Thy htozm-to&bed Little &~ch; 
&~ai.kd by wind and weather, May it endue each shack. 
Take Thou the helm. 0 Pilot, And &et the couzbe azight; 
7czub we Aha&! Teach the hazboz Zn Thine eternal light. 
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