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STATEHENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

language the pure doctrineof God's 
Word as taughtbythetrue Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statuent of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 

their Savior Jesus Christ,theyare 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study 
and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate,byour Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form itconfess,teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
our Scriptural position indoctrine 
and practice, and to urgethemutua7 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture ofdivergentteachings 
but that we are, by God's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemind and in the same judgment." 

To set forth pertinent historical 
information which has a bearing 
upon the Churchand to exposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
6od, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhich we are not 
aware and which has been called to 
our attention. Alsotoclarifyany 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers orwhichmay 
create a wrong impression. 



e1 0 urnI 
The Advent of our King 
Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
In strains of holy joy. 

The everlasting Son 
Incarnate deigns to be: 
Himself a servant’s form puts on 
To set His servants free. 

0 Zion’s Daughter, rise 
To meet thy lowly King, 
Nor let thy faithless heart despise 
The peace He comes to bring. 

As Judge, on clouds of light, 
He soon will come again 
And He true members all unite 
With Him in heav’n to reign. 

Before the dawning day 
Let sins’s dark deeds be gone, 
The old man all be put away, 
The new man all put on. 

All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever One, 
Through all eternity! (TLH #68) 

Advent, the beginning of the new church year, points to 
two of the most important events in the history of the world: 
The first is the first advent or coming of our King, the birth 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, born as a true man in a 
lowly stable in the little village of Bethlehem; the second 
event is the second advent of our King, the coming of our 
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Savior in glory to bring this present age to a close and to 
judge the world in righteousness. 

In some of our churches, part of the celebration of 
Advent involves the use of an Advent Wreath which may hang 
above or be placed on the altar in the house of worship. The 
wreath holds four candles, equally spaced, surrounding a fifth 
candle. Many people evidently see such an Advent Wreath 
every year and do not know the significance of the five 
candles. In this space, I thought I’d like to write about the 
meaning which the Advent Wreath should represent for those 
of us who use it, so that it becomes more than just a decora- 
tion on or above our altars but a reminder to us of THE ADVENT 
OF OUR KING. 

The First Advent Candle symbolizes the Old Testament 
prophecies of the first Advent of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. The prophecies began, of course, when Adam and Eve 
fell into sin and God promised them a Deliverer from the 
death which was God’s just judgment for their disobedience 
(Geneses 3:15). God reaffirmed that promise throughout the 
Old Testament period. Included in these prophecies are such 
glorious promises as found in Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us a Child 
is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, Ihe mi@ty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.” In Isaiah chapter 53, sometimes called the 
chapter of the Suffering Servant, we are given a detailed 
description of the Savior’s substitutionary work. Isaiah also 
reveals that, as a special sign unto the people, the Savior 
would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). In that same passage 
the nature of our Savior is revealed through His Name, Em- 
manuel, God with us: the Savior of all mankind would be both 
God and man. In the prophecy of Micah, we are even told 
where the Savior would be born, namely, in the little village of 
Bethlehem. Wherever we look in the Old Testament, we see 
Christ, His Person, IIis work, yes, even His death and resur- 
rection. Thus, whenever we look at the first candle lit in the 
Advent Wreath, it is these prophecies and the many promises 
regarding the Savior which should come to our minds. 

The Second Candle of the Advent Wreath is called the 
Bethlehem Candle. It is to remind us that the promises made 
of old were fulfilled on that first Christmas night so many 
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years ago. No story is better known by Christians than the 
Christmas story as related in Luke 2:1-20. That second 
candle should remind us that “when the fulness of the time 
was come, God sent forth His Son, made’of a woman, made 
under the lAw, to redeem them that were under the Law, that 
we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father!” Galatians 4:4-6. 

‘Ihe Third Candle of the Advent Wreath is called the 
Shepherd Candle and symbolizes the coming of the Savior into 
our hearts and lives through His holy Word. Throughout both 
the Old and New Testament Christ is referred to as our divine 
Shepherd. ‘Think of the words of David in the 23rd Psalm: 
“‘Ihe brd is my Shepherd; I shaIl not want” (vs. 1). Our 
Savior says of Himself: “I am the Good Shepherd, and know My 
sheep, and amknown of mine” John 10:14. And then Jesus our 
Shepherd goes on to say: “My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them,. and they follow Me: And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of My hand” John 10:27-28. How do Jesus’ sheep 
hear His voice? Through His Word. How do they remain His? 
Through His Word! As Jesus says : “If ye continue in My Word, 
then are ye My disciples indeed; .and ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free” John 8:31-32. The Gospel, 
the Good News of Jesus’ perfect, substitutionary life, His 
bitter sufferings and death, His glorious Resurrection and 
Ascension into glory, is “the power of God unto salvation” 
Romans 1:16. It is this message which our Good Shepherd 
works in our hearts which we should think of when that third 
candle is lit. 

The Fourth Advent Candle is called the Angel Candle. It 
is to remind us of Jesus’ Second Coming with all His angels to 
judge the quick (the living) and the dead. For the Christian, 
Judgment Day is but a day of deliverance--deliverance from 
this vale of tears unto the eternal glory prepared for all God’s 
children through faith in Christ. For the rest of the world, 
however, Judgment Day will be a day filled with terror and 
sadness: Terror at the prospect of their certain damnation; 
sadness that they rejected the only means of salvation des- 
pite God’s invitation to them. 

All these candles surround the Christ Candle, the center 
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of our life and faith. The Christ Candle is Ii-t on Christmas 
Eve and is to serve as a constant reminder of the fulfillment 
of all of Cod’s promises to mankind: Jesus’ nativity, His 
substitutionary life and death, His glorious resurrection, His 
reigning in heaven over all things for the benefit of His 
Church, and finally coming again to take us into everlasting 
glory with Him. The Christ Candle is to remind us that Jesus 
and Jesus alone is the Light of the World, as John testifies in 
His Gospel: “(J esus) was the true Light, which ligbteth every 
man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. Hk came 
unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His Name: which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father), full of grace and truth” John 1:9-14. 

Brethren, the Advent Wreath is but a symbol used in 
Christian liberty in some of our churches, and it can be a 
powerful symbol if we remember what it is meant to sym- 
bolize. And, of course, as we go through the Advent Season, 
let us keep in mind not only the symbol, but the reality which 
the symbol represents, namely, the Advent of our King! 

Praying for a blessed Christmas 
for all of you, 

Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Resident 

Page 102 



The sinlessness or impeccability is in the very nature of 
the God-man Jesus Christ. He not only possessed, during His 
lifetime on earth, the essential holiness of His divine nature, 
but also, according to His human nature, He was wholly sin- 
less, and consequently above the possibility of falling into 
sin (peccare non potuit). 

Because of the fact that the question of the sinlessness 
of Christ now and then poses difficulties, in particular with 
respect to the objection that the temptations which Christ 
endured could hardly have been serious when applying to Him 
the expression “peccare non potuit,” (i.e. IEe was not able to 
sin), it is very important to give this question a closer look 
and examination in order to understand and apply it. 

Already in the Old Testament we read, Isaiah 53:9: ‘Be- 
cause He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in His 
mouth,” which clearly teaches the sinlessness of the Messiah. 
Also in Daniel 9:24 we read, ‘To anoint the most Ho&?” where- 
in again no one but the prophesied Savior is clearly indi- 
cated. That which is so evidently stated in the Messianic 
Prophecy will in the time of the fulfillment be abundantly 
verified. Already when the angel Gabriel announced to Mary 
the imminent motherhood of the Savior, he said, Luke 1:35: 
‘Therefore also that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the son of God,” by which it is clearly demon- 
strated that this points to the human nature which, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was brought into being in the 
body of Mary as her first-born Son in the birth at Bethlehem. 
In the Gospel according to St. John, we have the Savior’s 
question which His enemies dared not answer, John 8:46: 
“Which of you convinceth T& of sin?’ Here Christ Himself 
asserts His sinlessness. The Apostle John; whose first 
Epistle in many places connotates a commentary to his Gos- 
pel, therefore writes very insistently, 1 John 3:3,5,7: “And 
every man that hath this hope in him purefieth himself, even 
as He is pure. . . --v And ye know that He was manifested to take 
away our sins; and in Him is no sin. . . He that doeth I_---- 
righteousness is ri teous even as He is righteous. ” That is 
speaking clearly! He is guiltlez, holy, pure! There is no 
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sin in Him; His nature is not encumbered with it; to Him it is 
a foreign thing and, in Scripture, His righteousness is con- 
trasted to sin. 

This same truth is evidenced also by the other Apostles. 
Paul, in II Cor. 5:21, says of Christ: ‘For He (God) hath made 
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin,” wherein he uses the 
firm expression: Who knew no sin, ” who in Himself had 
never experienced it, which was a foreign thing to Him. And 
this is the same Apostle who, with similar clearness, was able 
to write, Romans 8:3: “God sending His own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh.” ‘Ihe writer of the letter to the Hebrews 
testifies, Heb. 7:26: ‘For such an high priest became us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens.” At this point every adjective in 
and of itself would already suffice to give evidence of the 
sinlessness of Christ in the most emphatic way, but the holy 
writer assembles the adjectives in order to silence the voice 
of every adversary. Hebrews 4~15 also belongs here: “But 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin? NO 
less significant are the words of the Apostle Peter when, in I 
Peter I-19, he points to Christ as the “Lamb without blemish 
and without spot,” and in chapter 2:22 writes: “Who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.” Thus, Holy 
Scripture teaches and testifies clearly and without 
controversy the sinlessness of Christ. 

We read in Baier-Walther in the “Locus de Persona 
Christ?’ that Christ, although possessing a truly human na- 
ture, was not affected with sin. Gess (“The Doctrine of the 
Person of Christ,” 219f) in particular sets forth the sinless 
conception of Jesus, following his explanation regarding the 
sinfulness of natural man. He shows the difference between 
the process of natural conception and birth and the concep- 
tion of Christ when he writes: “Of this whole sin-beladen 
process of every birth of natural man, Christ had to remain 
free in order that His sinless development could be assured. 

On the basis of the conception by the power of the Holy 
&l&t, the developmental life of Jesus remained free from 
this sin-sickness; the “germ” which was present in Mary was 
brought to fruition in a pure and purifying development rather 
than in a tarnished and tarnishing development. Also the 
natural disposition into which the undefiled virgin was 
brought as the grace-chosen mother of the Messiah was ade- 
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quate in the highest degree to evoke all those influences 
which already during pregnancy were inherent toward holi- 
ness.” At this point a part of Luther’s interpretation of 
Genesis 38:1-5 is applicable where he says of Jesus: “At the 
moment of the virginal conception, the Holy Ghost cleansed 
and hallowed the sinful flesh and removed from it the poison 
of the devil and death, which is sin. Although death re- 
mained in that flesh for our sakes, yet the leaven of sin was 
swept out and it became the purest flesh, cleansed by the Holy 
Ghost and thus was united into one person with the divine 
nature.” (II, 1171 f.). 

Hoenecke writes in his “Ev. Ruth. Dogmatik” (III, 76): 
“In that the God-man is to be Mediator for sinners, His human 
nature must be sinless. The necessity of sinlessness is also 
pointed out in Scripture, Hebrews 7:26-27. It also attests to 
the reality of the sinlessness in Isaiah 53:9;Luke 1:35; 2 Car. 
5:21; 1 Peter 1:19, 2:22. Ihe sinlessness of Christ not only 
takes into account that He, in fact, committed no sin, but 
also that He was incapable of sinning.” Dr. F. Pieper like- 
wise in his “Christian Dogmatics,” (Vol. II, 73) deals not only 
of the sinlessness of the human nature of Christ, but also of 
its necessity and comments thereto: “The sin and guilt 
which Christ confesses (Ps. 69:5) and feels in His conscience 
(Matt. 27:46; 26:37-38) are not His own, but the imputed sins 
of the world (peccatum imputatum), as Scripture expressly 
declares, Isaiah 53:6: ‘The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all,’ also 2 Cor. 5:21: ‘He hath made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin. “’ 

Because there have been so many objections to the clear 
teachings of Scripture it is necessary to respond to these 
objections and to view the antithesis a little closer. Ed. 
Irving, the founder of the so-called ‘Apostolic Congregation” 
of the Irvingites, maintains, as Hoenecke reports (l.c., 77): 
“Christ could be our Savior only if in actual fact he took upon 
himself our nature, the fallen human nature. His nature was 
a sinful nature, because the nature of his mother was a sinful 
one. For this reason also, even though he was preserved by 
the Holy Ghost from manifest sin and was not corrupted by 
original sin, he nevertheless in his natural will felt a resis- 
tance to the Will of God. In that Christ was put under the law 
he not only was amenable, but was also inclined toward every- 
thing that the law prohibited.” Yes? Irving even went SO far 

Page 105 



that he maintained: “Christ, according to his human nature, 
was capable toward every form of mischief. But because of 
the fact that he was victorious over the inherent sinfulness 
of his human nature therein lies the deliverance of the human 
nature. ” That these explanations do not agree with the 
Scriptures referenced above should be very clear. 

Less blunt and anti-biblical, but, because of this, more 
dangerous, are other errors and objections. In this regard 
Luther was constrained to turn against the scholastics. He 
writes: “The scholastics dispute whether Christ was born of 
sinful or of sinless flesh--whether God from the beginning of 
the world retained a speck of pure flesh from which Christ 
was to be born. To this I answer that Christ in fact was born 
from true and natural human flesh and blood which was corrup- 
ted in Adam by original sin, but also that is was capable of 
being healed m . m thus, so far as that drop of the virgin’s blood 
is concerned, there was fulfilled that of which the angel spoke 
in Luke 1:35: ‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee,“’ (IIJI71). 

It was also found difficult to explain how Christ, being a 
true man, could remain free from original sin which, accor- 
ding to Romans 5:12 ff., rests upon all men. To this Pieper 
comments, (Vol II, 75): “Now, leaving aside for the moment 
the question of the how, the fact that Christ was exempt from 
original guilt is clearly revealed in Scripture. First, in all 
those passages that expressly separate Christ from sinners, 
such as Heb. 7:26: ‘Separate from sinners.’ And, secondly, in 
the very passages Rom. 5:18-19, which presents Adam indeed 
as having by his fall caused the judgment that came upon all 
men to condemnation; He is rather shown to have brought 
about the universal verdict of justification which takes in all 
men. And now, how could Christ the man be free of the 
original guilt? Some light.is shed on this question but the 
circumstances that Christ did not descend from Adam in a 
natural manner, but was conceived through a supernatural, 
divine intervention, namely, through the operation of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Here Monotheism likewise causes difficulties, because it 
is assumed that Christ had a will of his own (e.g. John 5:30) 
which, at least at times, was opposed to the will of the Father, 
and therefore sinful. But this not only contradicts the oft 
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repeated sayings of Jesus (compare John 6:38), but also, 
according to Gess (l.c., 2141, the whole matter of the sinless- 
ness of Christ itself: “One learns from the extreme soul- 
battle of Jesus at Gethsemane. and from those present wit- 
nesses, and which also our own consciences attest to in 
personal battles, that the possessing of a will of one’s own in 
and of itself is not sin, and that the struggling with the same 
is not yet sin-ut rather when the will of the inner man (the 
New Man) submits to the natural will (the will of the Old 
Adam), even in the slightest, or when it is captured by the 
natural will and becomes its slave, then sin and sinfulness is 
there. Yea, even the slightest yielding immediately becomes 
a captivity.” 

The most dangerous objection yet, is that one must 
consider the possibility of sinning by Christ in order not to 
be forced to the conclusion that the temptations which Christ 
endured were only seeming temptations and that we are con- 
strained therefore to discard the earnestness and the reality 
of the temptations in Matthew 4 and in Gethsemane. The 
Arminian Episkopos went even so far as to state: “Nisi fuis- 
set in Christo potentia peccandi, diablolus foret absurdis- 
simus.” i.e. “If there was no possibility of Christ sinning, the 
devil did a most foolish thing in. tempting Him.’ The pos- 
sibility of sinning on the part of Christ is resolutely to be 
denied, as Pieper shows (Vol. II, 76), “not because of the 
sinlessness of the human nature of Christ in itself, for Adam, 
too, was created sinless and nevertheless succumbed to 
temptation, but because Christ’s human nature never existed 
as a separate person, but from the beginning constitutes one 
Person with the Son of God. To assume that the man Christ 
could sin is assuming that the Son of God could sin, with 
whom the man Christ constitutes one Person. They that 
assume the peccability (the ability to sin) of the man Christ 
thereby relinquish, whether they know it or not, the incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, the personal union of God and man.’ 
Here Philippi, quite appropriately, is cited (Vol II, 76, Foot- 
note #41) when he writes: “If we granted the possibility of 
sinning in the case of Christ, we should be viewing Him, too 
abstractly, as a mere man, and we should lose the God-Man; 
for if we imagined that this possibility had become an actu- 
ality, the bond of personal unity between the Son of God and 
the Man Jesus would be severed. m *. The potuit non peccate 
{able not to sin) applies to the First Adam, the non potuit 
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peccare (unable to sin) to the Second Adam, since this Second 
Ada-m is ‘The Lord from Heaven,’ I Cor. 1947.” 

The matter is not that, by the impossibility of sinning, 
the temptations of Christ are reduced to seeming tempta- 
tions. Matthew 4 does not report a seeming battle, but a very 
real battle. As Hoenecke writes: “While Jesus could not 
succumb during the temptations, yet His perseverence in this 
battle was not a battle that was the production of a rehearsed 
show, but rather was a Pea.1 bitter one which was accompanied 
with all the pain and suffering of a real temptation. We may, 
in order to bring an analogue, be certain of success with hard 
work, however, it still remains a labor of body and soul and 
not a feigned effort.” Furthermore, Pieper writes (Vol. II, 
76): “‘The assertion that ‘freedom’ must always involve the 
possibility of sinning operates with a false conception of 
freedom. The saints in heaven cannot sin, and still they are 
not unfree, but enjoy a state of perfect freedom.” And that 
the devil took up the hopeless battle against Christ simply 
shows the evidence of his absurdity, Luther writes in his 
commentary on Genesis 3:X: “But Satan doesn’t realize that 
in this Christ is hidden the Eternal, Almighty God, equal to 
the Father, yet a different person. That is why he thinks: 
Although Christ performs miracles, the prophets also did 
miracles; I have consumed them all; and also want to consume 
this Christ, meaning that he desires to make a special morsel 
of this Man; goes about and devours this Christ. But this 
meal becomes to him like grass to a dog. For this Christ 
remains in his throat and must be spewed out again like the 
whale had to vomit out Jonah, chapter 2:ll; and it is with this 
devouring that the devil murders and chokes himself and is 
captured by Christ.” (III, 659 f.). (See: What Luther Says, 
#564.) 

When finally the objection is raised that we concede the 
possibility and the reality of Christ’s dying, then to this it 
is answered that dying in and of itself is not an essential 
quality of the human nature, but that it was only a condition 
which was imposed as a result of the fall into sin. If Adam 
had not sinned then sin would not have entered into the world 
and thus also death would not have entered it, Roman 5:12. 
This argument in particular supports the sinlessness of the 
human nature of Christ. But here Scripture makes a clear 
distinction: Adam ‘$otuit non pecare” was able not to sin; 
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Christ “peccare non potuit” was not able to sin. After the 
fall into sin the situation is this: Adam and every ordinary 
human being is, on the basis of his sinfulness, subject to 
death; Christ as a sinless man, is not subject to death, but 
gave Himself voluntarily into death. He gave Himself into 
death as our Substitute, (Isaiah 53:12; Hebrew 2:14 f.; John 
10:18). 

How then, however? are we to declare the possibility and 
the reality of the temptations which Christ suffered? An- 
swer : By virtue of the fact of His total substitution, on the 
basis of which He identified Himself totally and completely 
with the human race, Hebrew 4:15. Machen (The Virgin Birth 
of Christ, 395) writes correctly: “If we believe, as the Bible 
teaches, that all mankind are under an awful curse, then we 
shall rejoice in knowing that there entered into the sinful 
race, from the outside, ONEupon whom the curse did not rest, 
save as He bore it for those whom He redeemed by His blood.” 
Just so also the sin, which Christ took upon Himself, was no 
longer our sin, but His, Psalm 69~7, as also in our stead He 
suffered terrible agony so that His soul was “exeeding sor- 
rowful, ” Matthew 26:38 and His sweat fell as great drops of 
blood to the ground, and thus He was, in very fact, tempted as 
we, yet without sin. This fact cannot be denied and for this 
reason we take captive our human reason and subject it to the 
obedience of Christ and the Word of God. 

--P. IL Kretzmann 
--Translated & Adapted by H. Mayrhofer 

( Submit ted th rough his pastor) 
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God’s Love Reflected In His Children 
by Rev. Mark W. Dierking 

How God’s Love Truly Is Reflected Out Of ‘Ihe Christiaxi 
Tkard God And Our Neighbor 

As we have seen, God’s words, the words of our conven- 
tion theme, require that we love Him with our whole hearts, 
minds, and souls, and our neighbors as ourselves. Of our- 
selves we are completely incapable of such love, but God, in 
Christ, has redeemed us, bought us back from sin, death and 
the devil, and created a new man in us that desires only that 
which is God-pleasing --in short, desires to keep God’s 
words, reflecting God’s love to both God and to neighbor. In 
this last section of the essay, we desire to see at least some 
of the ways in which God’s love for us should be reflected to 
God and to our neighbor. In such a brief essay, we could 
never begin to cover every way in which the love of God can 
and should be properly reflected, but through His Word, God 
will open the hearts of Christians so that day by day they may 
not only “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (II 
Tim. 2:1), but also that “your love may abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may approve 
things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 
offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and 
praise of God,l’ Phil, 1:9-11. 

The love of the Christian reflected toward God begins 
with a love of God’s Word. The attitude of every Christian 
must be that of David who said: “1 was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord” Ps. 122:l. And 
again, in Psalm 26:8: “IArd, I have loved the habitation of Thy 
house, and the place where ‘Ihine honor dwelleth.” Still 
again, “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Imd, and to inquire in His 
temple,“’ Ps. 27:4. To desire to be in the Lord’s house is to 
desire to be in the lr,rd’s Word. Indeed, the Lord Himself 
equates love of His Word with love of His house when He says 
through Moses: laces where I record My Name I will 
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come unto thee, and I will bless thee,” Ex. 20:24. Where else 
does God record His Name but in the Scriptures? And where 
else are the Scriptures regularly and consistently taught and 
heard than in the Christian congregation? 

Jesus Himself urges this love of His Word in His minis- 
try, during His lifetime on this earth, as recorded in the 
Gospels. “He that is of God heareth God’s words,” Jesus 
says. And again, “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My 
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free,” John 8:31,32. And still again, “Z&rch 
the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and 
they are they which testify of Me,” John 5r39. Jesus told the 
huge crowds that constantly followed Him, “Blessed are they 
that hear the Word of God and keep it,” Iuke 11:28. Indeed, 
Jesus Himself, as a boy of twelve, gladly sat at the feet of the 
rabbis, both asking questions and carefully listening to the 
answers (Luke 2:41-49). The apostles without exception en- 
courage Christians to diligent use of the Word of God. Paul 
says, ‘For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, ” 
Ram, P:16. And again, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God,” ‘Ram. 10:17. “Let the Word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another, in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs singing 
with grace in your hearts to the brd,” Co1 3:16. In short, the 
first and foremost reflection of the agape of God in one’s 
heart is his hunger and thirst, his agape or love, for the Word 
of God. What does the Bible tell us of the first Christian 
congregation upon hearing of the love of God in Christ Jesus? 
‘Ihey continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship and in breaking of bread and in prayers,” Acts 2:42. 
To Timothy, Paul writes: ‘at continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righ- 
teousness: that the man of God may be perfect (complete) 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works,” II Tim. 3:14-17. 

tit of this Word which the Christian loves, through 
which the Holy Ghost works in the Christian the saving know- 
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ledge of Jesus Christ, life, and salvation, He also creates the 
new hearts of which we spoke earlier. This new heart re- 
flects this love of God and this love of His Word in the 
everyday activities of the Christian. 

God’s love, the agape, reflected out of man, seeks to 
comply with God in every and all His words. We are, there- 
fore, to strive to rid ourselves of everything and anything 
which displeases and offends Him who ‘loved us unto death. 
"wherefore seeing W also ate compassed about with so great 
a cpand of witnesses, let us la-y aside every wei@t, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, ad let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, looking unto 3esus the Author 
ad Finisher of our faith,” Heb. f2:1-2a. 

God commun&s or communicates to us through His Word, 
and it is God’s desire that we communicate or commune with 
Him through prayer, Indeed, prayer is one of the highest 
forms of worship, of showing our w for God; for in prayer 
we acknowledge that God is God; that we may approach Him as 
dear children approach their dear Father for the sake of Jesus’ 
substitutionary work. Tkay without ceasing,” Paul says (I 
Thess. 5:17). Jesus ‘Himself says, “Ask, and it shall be given 
yam; seek, a-dye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
~QU. Fim everyone that asketh, receiveth; and he that. see- 
keiih, findetb; ad to him thatknocketh it sha3l be opened,” 
Matt. ?:7,8. And again the Lord says, “call upon Me in the 
day of trotible; 1 will deliver thee, and thcsu shalt glorify Me,” 
Ps. 50:15. So many Christians believe that prayer is simply 
something they do when they need something from God. But 
nothing could be further from the truth. God wants us to 
bring everything to Him in prayer--good and bad--likes and 
dislikes--needs and thanksgiving; for as we said, prayer is 
one of the highest forms of worship. 

This love for God continues not just in the good times 
but in the bad times as well. It is an easy matter to love 
someone who, in everything that is done, gives clear evidence 
of his love. When God blesses us abundantly with temporal 
and eternal blessings, we have no trouble believing that God 
loves us. But it is much more difficult when things don’t look 
so go --either temporally or eternally. Yet the Bible as- 
sures us that “ZRU things work together for good to them that 
hTe ,to themwho are called according to His pur- 
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pose,” Rom. 8:28. Indeed, Paul goes on to say: “If God be for 
us, who can be against us ? He that spared not His own Son 
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things?” Rom. 8:32. Indeed, chastenings, 
the troubles that the Lord permits to come upon Christians in 
this life, whether they be health problems, money problems, 
yes, at times, even the loss of the “feeling” of forgiveness, 
are sure signs of the love of God. As the writer to the 
Hebrews expresses it, ‘For whom the brd loveth Me chas- 
teneth, and scourgeth every son whom Ilk receiveth,” ( 12:6). 

So no matter what the circumstance, the Christian 
should always reflect the love God has for him in his everyday 
life and living. The Christian does this not only in the way 
he lives his life, giving all glory to God, but also in his words, 
taking every opportunity that is before him to testify of the 
love of God for him, and how that love has affected him in his 
life. In this way, Christians make at least a beginning of 
reflecting the love of God for them to God--and also to 
others, to their neighbors. 

Ihe love of neighbor, as we have seen in Part II of this 
essay, is again just a reflection of the love that God shows 
for us in Christ. Jesus says in John 13:34: “Anewcommand- 
ment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another.” This love of neighbor 
manifests itself in the keeping of the Second Table of the 
Law. We have already heard the command of the Savior to 
‘love thy neighbor as thyself,” but there is yet another pas- 
sage which teaches us how Christians are to show their agape 
to their neighbors. It is known as the “Golden Rule,” a rule 
in which Jesus says, “Therefore all things what soever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: For 
this is the I&w and the prophets,’ Matt. 7:12. 

In these brief words we find the real nature of man’s 
agape, that is, God’s love reflected out of His children. One 
of the most famous rabbis of Jesus’ day stated the world’s 
attitude towards love: “What is hateful to thyself do not to 
thy neighbor; for this is the whole law, and all else is its 
exposition. “lo This “exposition” of God’s Law is the height 
of selfishness and the opinion of the world. In essence it 
says: Don’t do any harm to your neighbor, for he may harm you 
in return. ‘Ihis is an egotism which withholds injury lest it 
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suffer injury in return. But the Savior turns this around for 
the Christian. He urges that only good be done to our neigh- 
bor, no matter what the neighbor does to us. Indeed, we are 
to treat our neighbor just as we would like to be treated, even 
if the neighbor be our worst enemy. The Bible says it: “Love 
your enemies, do good to them which hate you, bless them that 
curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you,” Luke 
6:27,28. In this respect we also need not fear those who do 
not love us in return, for the Bible says in I John 4:17,18: 
“Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness 
in the day of judgment: because as Hiz is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear: because fear hath torment.” It is for this reason that 
the Apostle Peter writes: “But if, when ye do well, and suffer 
for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For 
even hereunto were ye called: Because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His 
steps,” I Peter 2:20b,21. 

To understand what God desires in regard to our neighbor 
is not difficult; to do that which God desires is, of course, 
impossible without God’s help. But note well, it can be done 
with God’s help. Practically speaking, it simply means that 
the children of God must bring their emotions, their flesh, 
which demands vengeance, namely, payment in kind for what 
we receive, under the control, not of the flesh, but of the new 
spirit created in us by God in Christ through the Holy Ghost. 
St Paul writes, “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto wrath: For it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord,” Rom. 12 :19. True Chris - 
tian love for the neighbor means dying to self. This thought 
is repeated over and over again in the Mew Testament. In 
telling the children of God what their attitude should be 
toward one another and toward their neighbor in general, Paul 
says, ‘?.et nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than them- 
selves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man 
also cm the things of others,” Phil. 2:3,4. And then Paul goes 
on to describe Jesus in His State of Humiliation, saying first: 
“let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,” and 
then tells us exactly what the mind of Christ was: “Who, being 
in the fornn of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: et made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And 
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being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross,” 
Phil. 2:6-8. Peter exhorts all believers: “Likewise, ye 
younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be 
subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: For God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble,” I Pet. 
5:5. Jesus Himself says: “He that is greatest among you, let 
him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth 
serve,” Luke 22t26. The proposition the Scriptures lay be- 
fore us is a simple one. *--Let no man think that he is better 
than another. And, dear listeners, the way for the Christian 
to accomplish that, the way to bring our flesh into subjection 
to the new spirit in us, is simply to remember the great debt 
God has forgiven us and compare it with the petty grievances 
we may have against one another or against a neighbor. 

Indeed, this principle applies in every aspect of inter- 
personal relationships involving Christians. In business 
the Christian is not just to be “technically” honest, but is to 
think of how Christ Himself deals with him on a daily basis 
and let that be his guide in how he deals with his customers. 
In school the Christian student should not only be a witness 
of God’s agape in him by avoiding those things which are evil, 
but even avoiding those things which may give an appearance 
of evil. Husbands and wives should deal with each other in 
love, each remembering their God-ordained place in the home, 
and each honoring and holding the other in high esteem. In 
our congregations the agape of God reflected in His children 
should manifest itself not in gossip, or in backbiting, neither 
in petty criticism, nor in unjust personal attacks, but, as the 
writer to the Hebrews urges, “Let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching,’ Heb. 10:24,25. Nor should any Christian, 
pastor or layman, think that he or she has a corner on what is 
right or what is even wisest in matters of adiaphora. In- 
deed, Christian love at times even dictates that for the sake 
of a weaker brother, the whole of a congregation bend to the 
will of that brother that no unnecessary offense be given; but 
such agape ceases to be true agape when a brother or sister 
demands his own way to the point that, abusing his liberty, he 
thereby tramples on the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us all free. The list could quite literally never end. But to 
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put it briefly, true Christian love, true agape towards the 
neighbor, the love of God reflected in His children, expresses 
itself most fully, most forcefully, most emphatically, most 
lovingly, when the self in each of us dies and stops demanding 
what it wants and starts listening to -and doing something 
about the needs, the wants, the desires, the hurts, the pains, 
the troubles, the joys, the successes, the failures, the ac- 
complishments, the ideas and the opinions of others rather 
than demanding that ours be heard and answered and acted 
upon first. 

It all goes back to the mercies of God in Christ Jesus. 
God’s love being reflected in His children is simply a matter 
of a Christian remembering daily, indeed every minute of 
every day, that his life is not his own, but is Christ’s, bought 
with the price of the bitter sufferings and death of the Son of 
God Himself. Thus, it is appropriate that we close this 
essay with words of Script.ure which remind us all of both the 
great agape of God and also which admonish us to let that 
great love of God be reflected in us, His children: “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, uCch is your reasonable service. Aud be not conformed 
to this 1Rorld: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God, For I say, throug& the grace given 
unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure 
of faith,” &m. 12:1-3. For Jesus’ sake, to His glory, to the 
extension of His kingdom, and to the exercise of God’s agape 
among us, may God grant us a clearer understanding of His 
agape for us. Amen. 

----------------------- 

1 Question 34, tither’s Small Catechism, p. 53, CPH, 1943. 

2 RCA Lenski, Interpretation of St. Matthew, pp.8800881 

3 Matthew 19:16-22 

4 ‘RCA Lenski, Interpretation of First John, p.424. 
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RC.H Lenski, Interpretation of St. John’s Revelation, p.87 

Luther’s Small Catechism, Question 95, p. 87, CPH, 1943 

I Cor. 15:45-49. 

I Cor. 15:20-23; Rom. 5:12-19 

10 RC.H. Lenski, Interpretation of St. Matthew, p. 295 
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nd the World 

The curious, the devout and the doubting Thomases 
are flocking by the hundreds to a RomanCatholic church in 
Ambridge, Pa., to gaze upon a life-size crucifix, whose 
once-open eyes reportedly closed during a Good Friday 
service. Domenic Leo, an artist who helped restore the 
58-year-old luminescent statue suspended on a cross 15 
feet above the altar, had touched up the eyes withacrylic 
paint, confirmed the eyes were open when the crucifix was 
hung. But during a three-hour prayer meeting on Good 
Friday, worshipers noticed the eyes had almost closed. 
The downcast eyes, which now appear as small slits that 
conceal the pupils, were about one-third open when the 
plaster crucifixwasmoved inJanuaryfroma cornerofthe 
church where it hung at eye-level. It was suspended in a 
more prominent position in front of a modern stained- 
glass window depicting a resurrected Christ. A spokes- 
man for Bishop Donald Wuerl, head of the Roman Catholic 
diocese of Pittsburg, said church officials are with- 
holding judgment on the event until they can complete an 
investigation, But many of the worshipers say that1 
miracle or not, they feel better after gazing at the 
statue. YIt53 touching. You feel cleansed," said 
Joanne Smallwood, 66, of nearby Aliquippa. 

r;ije know that the Lord is indeed the almighty God with 
whom nothing is impossilnle (Genesis 17:1; Luke 1:37). 
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His hand is not shortened (Isaiah 59:l) and miracles do 
and will take place whenever He so wills. But whether a 
miracle is from the Lord or a counterfeitmiracle from the 
devil can not always be detected at first glance. Satan 
can imitate the divine miracles so deceitfully, that the 
Lord Jesus Himself says, "For there shall arise false 
Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs 
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect," (Matthew 24:24). But look 
where this so-called miracle has taken place! The Roman 
Church condemns such fundamental Scriptural teachings 
as: salvation alone by grace through faithin Christ, the 
Bible alone as the only source and norm of all Christian 
teaching, etc. It teaches what Luther referred to as 
"the greatest abomination in Christendom"--the unbloody 
sacrifice of the Mass in which the priest offers up the 
body and blood of Christ as a real sacrifice to God for 
the sins of the living and the dead. (Read II Thessa- 
lonians 2: 3-12). 

Now that the court battle over Dick ClaiPs will has 
been settled, his assets are no longer frozen. But he 
is. Clair's mortal remains are preserved in supercold 
storage, awaiting the day when now unforeseeable advan- 
ces in medical knowledge will permit his resurrection. 
If everything goes according to plan, Clair, who died 
last December, has not entered the Big Sleep, but merely 
the Long Nap. Clair, an Emmy-.winning TV comedy writer, 
was 57 when he succumbed to AIDS-related illnesses. He 
had become an active member of a Riverside, Calif., group 
called the Alcor Life Extension Foundation, which de- 
scribes itself as "the world9 largest and most capable 
provider of cryonic suspension services." As a cyroni- 
cist, Clair tilieved that if his bdy were stored at 
extremely low temperatures, he might someday be thawed 
out, cured, revived and returned to the world of comedy. 
Bringing a frozen body back to life "is a pretty tall 
order," admits Alcor's director of research Mike Darwin, 
"but I think we've got a real good shot at doing it. At 
least it's better than the alternative, which is no shot 
at all." Not everyone can see the point, but then Alcor 
takes it name from a star in the Big Dipper that only 
those with keen vison can spot. The fee for keeping a 
body .frozen indefinitely is $100,000 while a head-only 
Nneurosuspension" is $35,000. 

The desire to escape Vhe king of terrors" (Job 
18:14) is an ardentdream pursuedbyman! In spite of all 
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his efforts, however, the fact remains that "it is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judg- 
mexrt," (Habbakuk 9:27). The above article reveals the 
ridiculous lengths to which some will go in their foolish 
and vain attempts to elude the end of this mortal life and 
the judgment. We Christians know from the Word of God 
that while "death passed upon all men, for thatallhave 
sinned" (Romans 5:12), yet "the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus ~is%xx~ Lord,' (Romans 6~23). The 
Lord Jesus gives the comforting promise to all those who 
believe in Him as their Savior from sin, death and hell, 
"I am the resurrection and the life: he thatbelieveth in 
b#e, thoughhe weredead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die", (John 
11:25,26). For every true Christian, death is but the 
entrance into the everlasting mansions which await us in 
heaven (John 14:1-3). Knowing and believing this, only 
the Christian can truly declare with the Apostle Paul, "I 
have a desire tm depart and to be with Christ; which is 
far better," (Philippians 1:23). 
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