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STATEMENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in sim.ple and plain 

language the puredoctrineof God's 
Word as taughtbythetrue Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
8rief Stataent of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 
their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 

to lead godly lives. 
To furnish aids for 3ible study 

and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate,byour Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form it confess,teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
our Scriptural position indoctrine 
and practice,andto urgethemutual 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall beable 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings 
but that we are, by God's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemind and in the same judgment." 

To set forth pertinent historical 
information which has a bearing 
upontheChurch andtoexposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
rep0rtin.g and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which wearenot 
aware and which has been called to 
our attention. Alsoto clarify any 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



‘For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in 
order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every 

city, as I had appointed thee.” 
Titus 15 

By God’s grace-t our Conference enjoyed the blessings of 
“the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3-) once 
again in our annual convention this past June. While there 
are- sometimes differences in the methods we think should be 
used to accomplish our goals, we are unified in the pure 
doctrines o’f God’s Holy Word, a unity which makes the fellow- 
ship we enjoy together, and th.us, our Conference itself, 
something to be treasured and thought o-f as precious. May 
God preserve it among us. 

But there is only one way in which that unity’ can be 
preserved among us and that is through the consistent and 
regular preaching and teaching of the Word of God in all its 
truth and purity. The realization of that truth has been 
uppermost in the hearts and minds of the pastors and dele- 
gates at our conventions assembled since our Conference 
first established an institutional seminary system twenty 
years ago. Times and circumstances have changed, our in- 
stitutional seminary system is a thing of the past; the neces- 
sity to cant inue to train men for a future ministry among us 
has not changed, however, nor has the commitment of our 
Conference to accomplish that training to the best of its 
ability with the gifts God has given us. 

The kind of seminary system we have is of little import 
unless and until we have young men who desire to serve their 
Lord as ministers of the Gospel. HOW we train men for a 
future ministry is an adiaphoran (a matter which is neither 
commanded nor forbidden in the Bible) ; THAT we train a future 
ministry, however, is commanded by God. Paul instruc,ted 
Titus to “ordain elders (that is, pastors) in every city.” 
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This was a matter of such concern to Paul that he told Titus 
that, where there was no pastor in a Christian congregation, 
something was “wanting” or lacking. The public office of 
preaching and teaching is a necessary element in any Chris- 
tian congregation, and that congregation which does not have 
a pastor is truly lacking or wanting something integral and 
important. The congregation that believes it can get by 
without a pastor, and thus, disposes of the pastoral office in 
its midst, has placed itself in direct opposition to the Word 
of God, for the Office of the Ministry in the Christian con- 
gregation is ordained or commanded by God Himself. 

While every Christian is indeed a priest before God (I 
Pet, 25)) not e.very priest is or can be a pastor. Women are 
excluded from the pastoral office.by command of God- (I Tim. 
2:11-14; 1. Car. 14:34) and for those men who aspire to the 
office of pastor there are ‘very specific qualifications listed 
in Scripture (I Tim. 3:1-‘7; Titus. 15-9). Chief among these 
qualificat.ions is that a pastor be ‘apt to teach,” that is, able 
to communicate the wonderful mysteries of God’s Word to 
others so that any one of any age or education can under- 
stand, and also, that ‘holding fast the f&hful W+d as he 
hath been taught, . . .he may be able by sound doctrine both to 
exhort and to convince the gainsayers” Titus 1:9. 

To that end future ‘pastors are to be tiained for their 
work. The Lord commands such instruction when, through the 
Apostle Paul, we are told: “And the things that thou hast heard 
of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faith- 
ful men, who shall be able to instruct others also” II Tim. 2:2. 
Thus, the focus of our pastors and conventions assembled has 
been to build a seminary program to fulfill the command of 
God to maintain the Office of the Ministry in our congrega- 
tions and that such men be adequately trained for the work 
they are to do. 

But again, no matter how wonderful a seminary program 
we establish, no matter how thorough a course of instruction 
we design, it will be to no avail without the students. It is 
not without reason, then, that we include in our general 
prayers every Sunday the petition that God would grant us 
‘faithful pastors, who shall preach ‘Iby Word with power” and 
that God would “send forth laborers into (His) harvest.” Such 
prayers are necessary, not only on Sunday, but by each one 
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of us each and every day, for only the Holy Spirit can work in a 
man’s heart the desire to become a pastor. 

There is nothing in the real work of the ministry that 
should attract young men from a worldly viewpoint. The world 
despises Christ and His Gospel and thus despises those who 
preach that Gospel in all its truth and purity. No faithful 
pastor in our Conference will ever become rich in this world’s 
goods through his labors. The outward temporal glory of the 
ministry, the flowing and colorful vestments, the captive 
audience every Sunday morning, yes, even the title “Pastor” 
or “R.everendn soon fades before the responsibility which 
every faithful pastor should have for the souls the Holy Spirit 
Himself has placed under the pastor’s care (Acts 20:28; I Pet. 
M-4). In short, the hours for any faithful pastor are long, 
the responsibilities great, while the benefits, from a purely 
human viewpoint, are very limited. Thus, any man interested 
in glory or success, money or power, as his life’s goal should 
not be interested in becoming a faithful shepherd of the 
Lord’s flock. 

Why, then, would any man want to enter into the minis- 
try? The answer to that is simple: For the love of the Lord 
Jesus, His Word and His c=hurch. It is, though despised by 
the world, the highest calling on earth. It is the privilege of 
the Christian pastor to share the whole counsel of God with 
His congregation; to grow himself and watch his congregation 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
to know that through His labors he both sows and waters with 
the Word of God with the promise of God that, where such 
sowing and watering is done regularly and consistently, God 
will give the increase (Is. 55:10-11). The pastor is a seel- 
sorger, a caretaker of souls, constantly showing God’s people 
how far short each falls of the glory of God according to God’s 
Law, and, at the same time, offering the free gift of the 
righteousness of Christ, earned by I-Es perfect life and inno- 
cent sufferings and death, by proclaiming the Gospel. He is 
a shepherd who- leads his. little portion of Christ’s flock 
through the brambles and briars of life into the verdant 
pastures and beside the living water of God’s Word in all its 
truth and purity. He is quite literally God’s instrument on 
earth, with clay feet to be sure* that is, filled with. frailties 
and sins just as his parishoners, and yet, the. vessel God uses 
to pour out the blessings of His grace upon His people. Such 
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things one may not be able to measure with a yardstick or 
calculate on an adding machine, but are, nevertheless, of 
inestimable value--not for one’s salvation, of course, but at 
least in measuring the worth of one’s life’s work. 

But, brethren, we have a problem. Right now in our 
Conference we do not even have enough pastors to go around 
to all potential congregations, not to mention the fact that 
the Lord may in His wisdom call any one of our present 
pastors out of this vale of tears to eternal glory. The time 
could soon come when one or more of our congregations could 
be without a full-time pastor in their midst. There is, 
therefore, an urgent need for young men to begin preparing for 
the Office of the Ministry. 

Parents, you need to encourage your sons to give prayer- 
ful thought to considering the ministry as their life’s calling. 
You need to explain to them at an early age that the measure 
of a man’s success is not his bank account nor the prestige or 
glory of his work, but that success can be measured in com- 
pletely intangible ways. Explain to them the great joys as 
well as the great responsibil.ities of the ministry. And fer- 
vently pray that God may someday make a pastor of your son, 
for there is no greater work a son of yours could do. Indeed, 
each of us must pray that God would move the hearts of the 
young men in our Conference to give prayerful consideration 
to the work of the ministry, for as Christ says, ‘The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers 
into His harvest” (Matt. 9:37-381, not only that the Gospel 
may be preached to all the world, but that through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel in our midst God would preserve the faithful 
preaching and teaching of His Word among us to the end that 
we, our children and our children’s children, may maintain 
that same “unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” with 
which we have been blessed in our lifetimes. Amen. 

Your servant in Christ, 
Mark W. Dierking, President 
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0 THE CONVENTION DIGEST 8 

A Divine Service in the beautiful House of Worship of 
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley. Park, Ill., on Friday, June 
Wrd, marked the beginning, of the -38th Annual Convention of 
our Conc.ordia Lutheran Conference. Apleasant, sunny morn- 
ing greeted the pastors, delegates, and visitors as they as- 
sembled once again under the large oak trees distinguishing 
the property with which the Lord has blessed Peace congrega- 
tion. 81 souls attended. this opening service in which the 
local pastor, David T. Mensing, served as li turg.ist and the 
President of our Conference, M. L. Natterer, pastor of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Ore., preached a fine Scrip- 
tural sermon. His sermon key-noted the theme of our 1989 
Convent ion. It was based on John 14:23 and stressed how 
God’s eternal love for us in Christ Jesus our Savior is to be 
returned in our thankfulness to God which we are to demon- 
strate by our love for Him and for our fellowmen. Afte.r the 
service, the Convention was opened by President Natterer in 
the name of the Triune God and the various Convention corn- 
mittees were appointed. 

The Theme of our convention this year was John 14:23, 
“If A Man Love Me, He Will Keep My Words,” and this theme 
permeated the activities of the delegates and committees in 
the sessions and was exemplified in the conduct and de- 
meanor of the brethren as we all endeavored, to the best of our 
ability, to carry out the God-pleasing objectives of our Con- 
ference. How precious to one and all was the wonderful gift 
of unity in doctrine and practice--oneness in faith in our 
dear Lord Jesus Christ and in the pure teachings of His Word- 
-which our God has so graciously bestowed upon us. Even 
though our congregations are far flung,. our flocks small and of 
diverse gifts, and our pastors differing in talents, abilities, 
and experience, yet, all of us, by God’s grace and through the 
power of His- Word, are of one mind,. one heart, and. one soul. 
All of us, as it should be in the light of God’s Word,. ex- 
perience in our Conference- an unpretended unity which only 
the Lord God could bring about in our midst, we prize such 
unity highly and we have the sincere desire to guard it 
tenaciously against the onslaughts of Satan, the world, and 
our sinful flesh. To preserve such unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace requires true Christian love of the brethren 

Page 55 



which is not a sham but is in deed and in truth. Such was the 
atmosphere in which the Lord’s work was carried out in this 
1989 convent ion --wonderful to- behold and wonderful to ex- 
perience! 

Iti his President’s Report, Pastor Nattere.r reemphas-ized 
the Confessional S-tandard and Scriptural objectives af our 
Conference with heartfelt thanks to- the Lord for retaining His 
Word among us in its full truthand purity and reminding us of 
our obligations- in carrying out the objectives set forth in our 
Conference Constitution “for unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required, ” Luke 12:48. He also re-minded 
us of the Preamble of our Constitution in which it is stated 
that it “is our Lord’s will that the diversities of gifts in His 
Church on earth should be for the common profit, I Car. I2.:4- 
31,” and that such is-our earnest -desire out of love for our 
Savior who has purchased us with His own blood. In the 
light of the leavening process, as a fulfilment of the Word of 
God in Galatians 59, which has been devasting the Missouri 
Synod since 1950 because of its abysmal lack of appreciation 
and disregard for the pure teachings of .God’s ‘fiord, President 
Natterer encouraged us fervently to pray that our apprecia- 
tion for the Lord’s blessings may not similarly wane, but that 
the Holy Spirit may strengthen us in our zeal for the perfor- 
mance of our Scriptural obligations. 

After having mentioned several of his official acts dur- 
ing the past year, President Natterer closed his report by 
stating his fourfold reason for selecting John 1423, “If aman 
love Me, he will keep My Words,” as the theme for this 
Convent ion: 1) This has never been a theme in any previous 
convention of our Conference. 2) The word LOVE is so gross- 
fy misunderstood and so shamefully abused in visible Chris- 
t endom. 3) Perhaps a thorough Scriptural presentation of 
this subject will put to silence the constant accusation that 
our Conference shows no true love. 4) Such a theme, with 
ample practical application,- should also be beneficial to us 
as pastors and lay people in our relationships in our Confer- 
ence, in our congregations, in our homes, with those of a 
different faith, and with the unbelievers. The last statement 
of his report was, “May our dear heavenly Father grant us His 
Holy Spirit that we ‘receive with meekness the engrafted 
Word, which is able to save our souls and be doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only, ’ James 1:21,22, for Jesus’ sake!” 
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Each session of the convention was opened with a spe- 
cial devotion conducted by one of our pastors--each devotion 
emphasizing the theme of the convention. The essayist for 
the convention was Rev. Mark W. Dierking, pastor .of St. 
Stephen’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S.D. His essay, God’s 
Lr>ve Reflected In His Children, was presented in three parts- 
-the first part on Friday afternoon, the second part on Satur- 
day morning, and the third part on Sunday afternoon. This 
essay is being reproduced foryour edification in this and 
subsequent issues of the Concordia Lutheran. 

&fore the close of the Friday session, officers and 
standing committees were elected fur 1989-90 with, the fol- 
lowing results: Rev. Mark W. Dierking, President; Rev. Da- 
vid T. Mensing, Vice-president; Rev. Paul R Bloedel, Se- 
cretary; Mr. Victor K. Bloedel, Treasurer; Mr. Lloyd D. Mar- 
t in, Mid-West Board Member-at -Large; Mr. Robert G. Bloe- 
del, Far-West Board Member-at-Large. Editorial Committee: 
Pastor E. R Stallings, chairman, Pastor M. L. Natterer, Lloyd 
E. Martin; Committee on Theological Educatioti: Pastor E 
R Stallings, chairman, Pastor Paul R Bloedel, Mr. Raymond S. 
Kusumi, Mr. John Steinke; Committee on Missions: Pastor 
M. L Natterer, chairman, Pastor E. R Stallings, Mr. Daniel M. 
Bloedel, Mr. Paul Steinke, Mr. Lloyd E. Martin; Committee on 
Lutheran Union: Pastor David T. Mensing, chairman, Pastor 
Paul R Bloedel, Pastor M. L Natterer, Mr. Victor K. Bloedel; 
Finance Committee: Mr. Victor K. Bloedel, chairman, Mr. Wil- 
liam Rosenthal, Mr. Mark Natterer, Mr. Lloyd D. Martin; l?klb- 
lishing House Board of Control: Pastor Paul R Bloedel, 
chairman, Pastor Mark W. Dierking, Mr. Victor K. Bloedel, Mr. 
Robert G. Bloedel, Mr. Raymond S. Kusumi. 

Besides the Saturday morning portion of the essay, fi- 
nancial reports, budget and committee reports were heard, 
discussed, and acted upon with remarkable facility. Resolu- 
tions were made, discussed, and passed without lengthy de- 
bate. The most important or pressing business of our Con- 
ference in convention assembled was the matter of training a 
future ministry. The work of our Committee on Theological 
I&cation is moving forward to design the very best Peripa- 
tetic Seminary System which we are able, by Cod’s grace, to 
provide. This work will be bolstered by a special meeting of 
the CLC Pastoral Conferenc-e to be held in November at Holy 
Scripture Lutheran Church, San Antonio, TX., E. R Stallings, 

Page 57 



pastor. In the current President’s Column you will read more 
about. this important work. 

On Sunday morning, June Xth, a second Divine Service 
was held with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper in which all 
visitors participated as guests of the local congregation. 
Pastor David T. Mensing again served as liturgist and Pastor 
E R Stallings delivered an edifying sermon. The theme of 
his sermon was, mere Is An Inseparable Connection Between 
God’s Love For Us And Our tive For One Another.’ Under this 
theme, he set forth, on the basis of I John 4%11, 1) How God 
loved us; 2) Why we ought to love one another; and 3) The 
good effect and results of practicing Christian love in deed 
and in truth; 

In the afternoon session, Pastor Mark W. Dierking.presi- 
ded and the undersigned took over the office of secretary. 
Pastor Dierking read the concluding portion of his essay 
while vice-president, Pastor David ‘I: Mensing occupied the 
chair and monitored the floor discussion. 

A few more concluding reports were heard; an invitation 
to host the 39th Annual Convention was received from St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Oregon, and accepted with 
gratitude by unanimous vote; the Resolutions Committee pre- 
sented its final report; the final report of the Finance Com- 
mittee on the 1989-90 budget was unanimously adopted as was 
also the final report of the Committee on Registration and 
Excuses, 

The closing devotion was conducted by President Dier- 
king. He asked that verses 14 of Hymn 463 be sung which 
was followed by a prayer of praise to the Lord especially for 
the precious gift of unity and fellowship which the members 
of our Conference have enjoyed at this convention and also 
beseeching the Lord to bestow His continued blessing upon 
our Conference in the years to come. This was followed by all 
in attendance standing during the singing of verses 5-8 of 
Hymn 463. President Dierk ing then declared the convent ion 
adjourned in the name of the Iord and pronounced the Apo- 
stolic %enediction. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul R Bloedel, Secretary 
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GOD’S LOVE REFLECTE IN HIS CHILDREN 
Any Essay Delivered at the 1989 CLC Convention 

by Rev. Mark W, Dierking 

Satan never ceases to attack Christ’s Church on earth. 
Over the years our little Conference has suffered much from 
these attacks. Pastors and laymen, men whom we had called 
brethren, have been led astray by Satan and sinful pride into 
the by-roads of false doctrine and practice. Yet, by Cod’s 
grace, our little Conference not only continues to exist, but 
also continues to hold fast to the pure doctrines of Cod’s 
precious Word. Still, the attacks of Satan never cease. 
“Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about 
seeking whom he may devour” I Peter 58. If he cannot de- 
stroy and devour us through false doctrine and practice, then 
he may well attempt to destroy and devour us through internal 
strife --strife caused not by doctrinal issues--but by willful- 
ness in adiaphora or matters of indifference. Over this past 
year there has been considerable disagreement among our 
pastors concerning the best type of seminary program for our 
little Conference at this point in time. Satan was un- 
doubtedly rubbin, (3 his hands in glee, for where he is able to 
sow discord and strife, he is able to get at least ahandhold on 
souls. It is not without reason, then, that the Apostle Paul 
urgently exhorts and admonishes us in his Epistle to the 
Galat ians : ‘For all the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in 
this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite 
and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed 
one of another. This I say then, walk in the Spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh” Gal. 5:14-16. 

It is important, therefore, that, at this 38th Annual 
Convention of our Concordia Lutheran Conference, we focus 
our attention on the truth that, as Christians, God’s love is in 
deed and in truth to be reflected in us: His love must be 
reflected first of all to God, but then also to our neighbor in 
general, and most especially to one another because we are 
brethren in the faith. 
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The current needs of our own congregations and our own 
Conference are only part of the reason why ‘GQD’S LOVE 
REFUECITED IN HIS CHILDREN” is a timely subject for our 
study. There are two other equally-important reasons: First 
is the attitude of the world and the majority of outward 
Christendom towards love. The word “love” has been so abused 
in the world and in the visible Church that it is scarcely 
recognizable when compared with what God tells us is true 
Christian love. Secondly, the individual members of our 
congregations, our congregations as a whole, and our Con- 
ference, have all been accused of being “unloving,” of being 
more concerned about outward appearances of orthodoxy than 
about the love of God and neighbor. Such a judgment and 
accusation is based not upon fact, nor upon God’s Word, but, 
as we shall see in our essay, upon the perverted notion of 
what true Christian love is --again, both in the world and in 
outward Chr i s t endom. 

One final note should be made before we begin our essay 
proper, and that is this: True Christian love is a fruit of the 
Gospel working in one’s heart, not of the Law. The most 
prevalent and most dangerous mistake among Christians re- 
garding the love of God reflected in their lives is that this 
love comes first, that this love one must have for God, 
neighbor and brethren, is essential for their salvation. 
Some church bodies have tied faith and Christian love so 
inextricably together that a man is justified by love rather 
than by confidence in Christ and that ‘faith is worked by 
love” (Romanism), not as St. Paul writes in Galatians 5:6, 
‘Faith which worketh by love.” It is important, then, as the 
Apostle Paul urges Timothy and all Christians, that’we rightly 
divide the Word of Truth (II Tim. 2:15), carefully distin- 
guishing between Law and Gospel as we consider: 

GOD’S LOVE REFLECTED IN HIS CHILD= 

We shall consider this topic on the basis of 

1) God’s commandments or the Law; 
2) God’s Gospel: The only means by which God’s love 

can be reflected in His children; and, 
3) How God’s love truly is reflected out of the Chris- 

tian to God and neighbor. 
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PARTI 

God’s Law Requires Love of God and rove of Neighbor 

The theme of our Convention is well suited as the open- 
ing statement of this essay, namely, “If aman love Me, he will 
keep My words” John 14:23. These words were spoken by our 
Savior Himself, and, while they are Law, in the purest sense 
of the word, obedience to them must, as we shall see later, 
spring not from the Law but from the Gospel. However, the 
statement must stand on its own merits: If a man loves God 
perfectly, then he will keep God’s words--all of them--inclu- 
ding God’s commandments. 

The first of these commandments God gives in the moral 
law or Ten Commandments: ‘Thou shalt have no other gods 
before Me” Ex. 20:3. This command to love God is repeated 
over and over again in the Scriptures. Moses writes: “And 
now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to 
fear the Xl>rd thy God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, 
and to serve the lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul” Deut. IO:l2. Again, ‘Therefore thou shalt love the 
l&d thy God, and keep His charge, and His statutes, and His 
judgments, and His commandments, alway” Deut. 11 :I. Joshua 
exhorts : ‘Bit take diligent heed to do the commandment and 
the Law, which Moses the servant of the Lord charged you, to 
love the Lord your God and to walk in all His ways, and to keep 
His commandments, and to cleave unto Him, and to serve Him 
with aH your heart and with all your soul” Joshua 22:5. And in 
his farewell address to Israel, Joshua again urges men to 
“Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the 
Lc~rd your God” Joshua 23:ll. One of the clearest of these 
commands to love is found not only in the Law given by God 
unto the Children of Israel through Moses, but is repeated 
again word for word by our Savior Himself in the New Testa- 
ment. In Deuteronomy 6:5 and again in Matthew 22:3?, we 
read, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. ” Jesus then goes on to add, “And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love Thy neighbor as thy- 
self. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets” fvs.,38-40). And Paul sums up the case well when 
he states clearly in his epistle to the Romans: “Love is the 
fulfilling of the Law” (13:lO). 
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In each of these passages, including our Convention 
Theme, the love of God is equated with the keeping of His 
commandments --His words. Indeed, the love of God cannot 
be separated from the keeping of.all God’s commandments, for 
the love of -God is evidenced by the keeping of His command- 
ments; or to put it another way, the keeping of God’s com- 
mandments is a fruit of the love of God. This truth of 
Scripture is taught even to our children, when in Luther’s 
Small Catechism they read the question: “Why do we say in 
this and in the following Commandments, ‘We should fear and 
love God?“’ The Catechism answers Scripturally by saying: 
‘The fulfillment of all Co 
and love of God.“’ 

mmandments must flow from the fear 
Indeed, unless the keeping of all of God’s 

commands flows from the fear and love of Him, they are not 
being kept at all; in fact, without the fear and love of God as 
the motivation, all outward keeping of the Law is an abomina- 
tion before God. 

The Ten Commandments or moral law the Lord Himself 
divides into two tables, the first requiring love of God and 
the second requiring love of neighbor. The love of God pre- 
cedes or comes before the love of neighbor. In fact, the love 
of God is a necessary prerequisite for love of neighbor. But 
the love of God also does not exist without the corresponding 
love of neighbor. St. John testifies to this truth when he 
writes in his first epistle general: “If a man say, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
not seen? ” I John 4:20. Thus, when we speak of keeping 
Jesus’ words, of keeping God’s commandments as a testimony 
of our love for God, that means that the Christian must keep 
the entire Law of God--the whole of the Ten Commandments or 
moral law, the specific instructions for Christians in the New 
Testament regarding fellowship, love of enemies, marking and 
avoiding false prophets, searching the Scriptures, etc., all of 
which are si-mply elucidations or fuller explanations of the 
already existing Law of God written in the hearts of all men 
and formally recorded in the Ten Commandments by Moses as 
the instrument of the Almighty God. Yes, “Love is the fulfil- 
ling of the Law,” Rom. 13:10,--love of God out of which 
proceeds love of neighbor. 

How are we to love God and neighbor? The Bible answers 
this question fully and unequivocally as well. As we heard, 

Page 62 



Christ Himself tells us that we are to love God “with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, ,and with all thy mind” Matt. 22:3X 
Such love is, therefore, a perfect love. It requires that 
nothing, absolutely nothing else in this life, take God’s place 
in one’s heart. Every thought, every action, every word, 
every intention must be centered on and flow from that love of 
God. As one commentator puts it: “God will have no mere 
part, allow no division or subtraction. Not even the smallest 
corner is to be closed against God. ‘Ihe whole heart, the seat 
of our personality; the whole soul,... and the whole mind, th 
entire activity of this our being is to turn to God in love.” 5 

Anything less than perfect love- of God is idolatry. Jesus 
expains this very clearly in the Gospel of Matthew where we 
read: “He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me 
is not worthy of Me,” (10:37). And as we recite in the Close 
of the Commandments, God says: “I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God” (EC. 20:5), which simply means that God is not 
willing to share the honor , glory, and love due Him with 
anyone or anything else. 

However, no such love has existed on earth in sinful man 
born of woman since, in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve 
first broke the covenant which God had made with them and 
brought sin, misery, death and eternal damnation into the 
world. ‘Ihere are so many, many things which interfere with 
this love. 

The first of these is love of self. Self-love, simply 
being more concerned about one’s own welfare, one’s own 
needs and wants, one’s own image, is the order of the day in 
this present world. Satan, when speaking to God in regard to 
the Old Testament believer Job, states the case regarding 
man’s own self-love very well: “And Satan answered the Lord, 
and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give 
for his life,” Job 2:4. Matthew records how Jesus and His 
apostles confronted just such a young man who was unwilling 
to sacrifice anything which contrib ted 

9 
to his own welfare 

for the sake of God and His Kingdom. This young man came 
to Jesus and asked what He should do to inherit eternal life. 
Jesus told Him the Law, and the man claimed to have kept all 
these commandments since His youth. So Jesus said: “If 
thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come 
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and follow&? Matt. 19:21. The young man went away sorrow- 
ful, the Bible tells us. Not only was this young man self- 
righteous, but he also was unwilling to give.up anything which 
bore upon the pleasures and d&sires. of this life.. Jesus 
clearly lays down the principle of what is required in love of 
God when He says: “If any man will come after kk, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and ,follow Me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever shall 
lo-se his life for My sake shall find it. For what is a man 
profited, :if he shall gain the whole world? and lose his own 
soul?” Matt. P&24. . Thus, the first thing that interferes with 
perfect love of God is simply self, the desire of self to fulfill 
all and any of its desires.. 

The love of money and all that it can do and buy is simply 
an extension of this love of self. The lust for money is 
nothing more than covetousness; and covetousness is nothing 
less than idolatry, the putting of things in the place of God. 
As the Apostle Paul conf e s se s, “No whoremonger nor unclean 
person nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.” And money is not 
only the metis for purchasing the desires of the fle.sh, but in 
today’s world is all too often the means of a man’s success or 
failure. Thus, money becomes the gauge of a man’s worth in 
the eyes of the world. But the Bible warns: “Woe unto them 
that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be 
no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the 
earth” Is. 5:8. The world may view a man’s success in terms 
of money and what it can buy; but God warns that such a man 
will find himself alone, cut off from everything that is really 
important. It is with good reason, then, that Paul tells Timo- 
thy: ‘?l&e love of money is the root of all evil, which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith and 
pierced themselves through with many somows” I Tim. &IO. 

Indeed, love of the world itself, even of all its beauties 
and pleasures and the myriad blessings which God has poured 
out upon mankind in the world, is warned against by the 
Apostle John who writes: “Lkve not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. . l For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof“ I John 2:15,16. This 
wonderful world which God has created is to be used and 
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enjoyed by man, and especially by Christians. But such use 
and enjoyment must never interfere with the love of God. If 
the love of the- world and the things of this world, its trea- 
sures, pleasures, ho.nors, its wealth, its power, i.ts wisdom, 
its physical beauty9 if any of these things take precedence in 
one.% heart above the Lord- God, thaf person is guilty of 
idolatry. Indeed, St. John says that anyone who intends to be 
a friend of the world is an enemy of God. This does not mean 
that those who would Zove God cannot enjoy-and appreciate the 
things of this world, for Jesus says, “I pray not that Thou 
shouldest take them out of the worId, but that Thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil” John I?:& St. Paul says, “For every 
creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be 
received with thaxiksgiving” I Tim. 4:4. And in I Corinthians 
?:31, Paul says, “And they that use this world, as not abusing 
it: For the fashion of this world passeth away.” Luther 
writes: ‘To be in the world, to feel the world, is a different 
thing from loving the world; just ,a~ to have and to feel sin is a 
different thing from loving sin. RC.H. Lenski, in his In- 
terpretation of First John, says: “We are not forbidden to 
admire, appreciate, use aright the natural things of this 
earth such as relatives, friends, home, occupation, and the 
thousand of useful, attractive, valuable things which God has 
put all around us. But whatever.in its connection, tendency, 
and influence is hostile to God, to Christ, and to His King- 
dom, however alluring or attractive it may otherwise appear, 
is ‘a thing of the world’ to which (the Christian) must be 
hosti 

St 
since we belong to God, to Christ, and to His king- 

dom. ” Even the love of family can supplant the love that 
God’s demands of everyone for Himself. Aswe heard earlier, 
Jesus forbids familial love which surpasses one’s love for 
God. In Luke 14:26, Jesus says: “If any man come to Me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
My disciple. ” So many people have been offended at these 
words. After all, how can the Son of God, who preaches love 
of God and neighbor so clearly, preach and encourage hate? 
But all the Lord Jesus is saying here is that, if family takes 
precedence over God, if mother, or father, or brother, or 
sister, or any other family member is more important to a 
person than God, if their feelings and welfare cause one’s 
love for God to diminish in even the least degree, then such a 
person becomes guilty of idolatry, of breaking the first com- 
mandment . 
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Just as the command in Scripture to love God is perfect- 
ly clear, so also the command to love one’s neighbor is clear 
and indisputable. Jesus compares the command to love God 
wi.th the command to love one’s neighbor in the sense that 
both commandments demand our love. The love toward God is 
and must remain supreme in that nothing is to be loved above 
God; but the Second Table requires that one love his neighbor 
not. above himself but as himself. There is a proper self- 
love. This is not the sinful love of self which flows from and 
results in pride, but a love which is natural, a love in which 
we have a .due regard to the dignity of our own natures, and a 
due concern for the welfare of our o-wn souls and bodies. 
With this same love we are to love all men as truly and 
sincerely as we love ourselves, and must wrong and injure 
none. This love of all men means that we dare not look out 
merely for our own needs and concerns, but must give equal 
consideration to the needs of our neighbor. Such love is, 
therefore, like unto the love one is to have towards God in 
that it, too, is to be perfect. 

The difficulty with loving our neighbor is the same 
difficulty all men have in loving God. The devil, the world, 
and our own flesh all seek to interfere with, yes, even to 
destroy, this love of neighbor even as they seek to destroy 
our love for God. And for the natural, unregenerate man, who 
has no love for God, the love for his neighbor is impossible 
because the latter love flows from the former. 

Yes, the command of God to love Him above all things and 
to love one’s neighbor as one’s self is an impossibility 
because of man’s sinful nature. As was mentioned earlier, 
the love for God and for one’s neighbor must both be a perfect 
love. It is a love that demands nothing in return. As Paul 
states, love or “charity seek&h not her own” I Cor. 135. In 
the case of our neighbor, he may well be our enemy and must 
yet be the object of our love. Unfortunately, because of the 
common dis.tortions perpetrated by both the world and much of 
visible Christendom today, this command to love God and to 
love neighbor has been so perverted as to become unrecogniz- 
able, simply because their definition of love flo.ws from their 
sinful reason i-nstead of from the infallible Word of God. 
Thankfully, God has revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures what 
true love is and not left it to man’s corrupt imaginations or 
the sophistic thinking of so-called theologians. 



The Greek language uses four different words for love: 
Agape, phileo, eras and thelo. Our primary concern is with 
only one of these four Greek words for love, agape (pro- 
nounced “ah gah pay”), since phileo refers primarily to the 
love of friendship, eras to the love of romantics and thelo, 
used only once in the New Testament, has a purely carnal 
connotation. The word agape, however, has an important im- 
pact on any discussion of Christian love. In fact, wherever 
God commands love --love of Himself or love of neighbor--the 
Greek “agape” is always the word used. 

Agape is not the “gooey” love of romantics, nor is it the 
binding love of a good friendship (though agape may well be at 
the core of true friendships) ; agape is not the love of country 
or of causes. Indeed, agape is not found in this world natur- 
ally --in fact, agape cannot be found in man apart from God. 
Agape comes from God alone, is produced by God alone and can 
be reflected in man by God alone. It is precisely because 
this agape comes from God alone and is produced by God 
alone, and, most important, is manifested most clearly in 
God’s sending His only begotten Son into the flesh to redeem 
mankind from sin, death and the devil, that it is impossible 
to define this love of God, this agape, this perfect love which 
God requires of man, without looking to Christ and the Gospel. 

Agape is a “spiritual love.” RC.H. Lenski, the author of 
an extensive interpretive work of the New Testament, defines 
agape as “the love of true comprehegsion and understanding 
coupled with corresponding purpose.” While this may not be 
the perfect definition for agape, it is as adequate a defini- 
tion of a heaven-produced love as I could use for this essay. 
Agape, as we said, begins with God. This -love or agape of 
God is easily understood and easily seen. A man can see 
God’s love for him every time he looks at the cross of Christ 
and realizes that there was absolutely no reason in the world 
for Christ to be hanging on that cross--other than, of course, 
His and His Father’s great love, agape, for us. Christ hung on 
that cross because God’s love, before the world began, com- 
prehended the lost and sinful condition of mankind and pur- 
posed to save us,. despite the fact that man deserved nothing 
but His eternal wrath and punishment. 

Man’s agape, that is, the reflection of God’s love in man, 
must be the very same kind of love, That is what God re- 
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quires. Such love is, however, impossible for man -without 
his knowing, assenting to and trusting in the love of God so 
clearly revealed to man in His Son, Jesus Christ. When one 
sees what God has done for him through God’s only begotten 
Son, our Savior; when one knows and understands that Jesus, 
the Author of the Law, put Himself under that same Law and 
kept it for all mankind; when one begins to comprehend the 
great sacrifice Jesus made for all men in taking away both sin 
and guilt by suffering God’s wrath against mankind; when one 
grasps with his heart that God raised Jesus from the dead and 
thereby declared the whole world righteous or justified in His 
sight for the sake of Christ’s redemptive work, the sinless 
life and innocent, bitter suffering and death of the very Son 
of God; when one truly believes that Christ’s sacrifice was 
not made merely for mankind as a whole, but for each, indivi- 
dual sinner, then, and only then, can one begin to grasp the 
true nature of God’s love, of God’s agape. 

The command to love God and to love neighbor is clear. 
How we are to love God and to love neighbor is equally clear. 
Now, it is necessary for us to see how it is possible for men, 
who are by nature sinful and enemies of God, to keep those 
commands even to some degree. Thus, in the second part of 
our essay, we shall focus our hearts and minds on God% 
Gospel: The only Means by which God’s Love can be reflected 
in His children. 

(To be continued in the next issue) 

1 Question 34, Luther’s Small Catechism, p. 53, CPH 1943 
2 R.C.H. Lenski, Interpretation of St. Matthew, pp. 880-881. 
3 Matthew 19 :16-22 
4 R.C.H. Lenski, Interpretation of First John, P. 424. 
5 Ibid. 
6 R.C.H. Lenski, Interpretation of St. John’s Revelation, p. 87. 
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thE WORLD 
by M. L. NAT’TERER 

For Yellowstone National Park, the fires may be out,but 
thereis stillthe Motherofthe Flame to contend with. ELiza- 
beth Glare Prophet, the 50-year-old native of Red Bank, N.J., 
who says she has previously been Marie Antoinette, Lady 
Guinevere and the queen of Austria,isinthislifetimebuild- 
ing a religious ranch that Yellowstone officials see as a 
threat to the pdrk's character&z2 wildlife and evenits gey- 
sers. Prophet's followers believe they tiere divinely led by 
their Azxended Masters LLJesus Christ, Buddha, Mohammed, 
King Arthur,amongbtheix-- tobuythis‘33,000-acreranch for 
$7 million from publisher Malcom Forbesin1981. The church, 
with an estimated 150,000 members, moved its headquarters 
here which lies on the park's northernbound,ary and seeks to 
developitinto a community of 600, complete with school, 
church headquarters,university,cafeteria, mobile-home park 
and a heating system fueled by a hot spring. Although they 
won approval from Monatana authorities inMarch, there are 
four environmentalgroups who have filed suit to tiy to block 
the development.. The environmentalists and park officials 
worry that Yellow&one's pronghorn antelope will be fenced 
out of their natural winter feeding grounds, that trout 
streams will be diverted for irrigation and that the under- 
ground pool that feeds Mam.moth Hot Springs will be tapped 
out. 

One would think that afterthe Bhagwan Rajneeshfiasco 
in eastern Oregon and the world-wide puhZicity given to it, 
that it would certainZy serve to alert those selling large 
tractsofland to the dangers involved ifthey do not carefully 
screen their prospective buyers and give serious thought to 
future consequences. What power the devil. exercises in 
theselast evildaysofthe world! "Forthedeviliscome down 
untoyou,havinggreatwrath,becauseheknoweththathehath 
but a shorttime/'(Revelations 12:12). Lookattheamountof 
money, $7 million, that such individuab will hand over to 
tlzose who proclaim suchabsurd and utterly ridiculous teach- 
ings-! But,farworse,considerthepitifuZstateoftheirsou.ls 
which have becnled astray by thefatherofaLZlies,thedevil. 
Indeed, "em2 men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived," (II Timothy 3:13). May our 
dear heavenly Father graciously preserve us from the devil's 
power in these last days for Jesus' sake. 

= = = = -1 = .z = .z .z = = = = = = = 
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Scientists ca.Uitthe"The Big One," andtheysaya major 
earth quake willcostthousands of lives and billions of dol- 
lars in the Pacific Northwest. The mostdire predictions-- 
and manysaythe mostrealistic --are for a tremor measuring 
8.0 or higher on the Richter scale. Such a quake would be 
about30 times stronger than the 6.9 earthquake that struck 
Soviet Armenia in December, killing at least 50,000 people. 
As a result, many earthquake scientists are turning up the 
volume and the intensity of their warnings in Oregon and 
Washington. "Portland should know there willbe a moderate- 
ly severe quake," said Ian Madin, geologist and resident 
quake expert with the state Geology and Mineral Industries 
Department. "We know thatfor a fact, It's only a matter of 
time." Other areas, notably Klamath Falls, Lakeview, La 
Grande and Baker,arefocated nearfaultsthatcouldslipbyas 
much as six feet, causing massive flooding. Waterfront 
communities w-o-Kid beinundated with sea water and the force 
of the earthquake would create a tidal. wave, causing floods 
further inland. The coastal range would shake like Jell-O, 
causing slides and fissures in the earth. 

We Christians know from God's Word that there wiu 
indeed be earthquakes in various &aces prior to our Lord's 
return (Matthew 24:7), However,. exactly when and where 
these earthquakes wiu occuris knownonly by our omniscient 
God (I Timothy 1:17). The Lord allows men to be.afSicted 
withsuchthings as earthqakes,etc.,that they might realize 
their sinfulness and flee to the precious Gospel message 
which assures us of His love in Jesus, our Savior. How 
terrifiedthePhilippianjaibrmusthave been when"therewas 
agmat earthguake,sothatthefoundationsafthe@sonwere 
shaken." He then "came tremhZing,andfel.ZdownbefrorePauZ 
andS%as, andhzvughtthemout, atisaid,Sirs, whatmustIdo 
tobesaved? And theysaid,BelieveontheLoxriJesusChrist, 
and thou shalt be saved," (Acts 16:25ff.). The jailor beta me 
a Christian,rejoicing and believingin God withal2hishouse. 
What a comfort for us Christians to know that even earth- 
quakes arecompletely underthe control of Him whodirectsall 
things sothat they must serve His gracious purpose and Will 
(Roma:~ 8:28). 

Creation/Evolution-- the 
Creationism! This is the 

only journal that challenges 
only publication of its kind--one 

devoted exlusively to the raging controversy over creation- 
ism in the public schools. In its pages are the well-re- 
searched scientific answers to creationist arguments. In- 
cluded ate the practical responses to creationist legal and 
educational actions. Scientists, educators, philosophers, 
and veteran debaters from around the country have pooled 
theireffortstoplace clear,persuasive,and accurate answers 
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atyourfingertips. The materialcanoften belifted as-is for 
use in debates,lectures,and classroom discussions. Crea- 
tion/Evolution provides easily understood answers to the 
bizarre assortment of specious anti-evolution arguments 
raised by religious fundamentalists under the euphemism of 
scientific creationism. 

The above magazine was broughttoourattentionrecent- 
ly since it is currently being used by many science teachers 
in our puhzic schools. In many instances, the subscription 
to this so-called journal of science is being paid for by the 
local taxpayers! Onthe coverpageofoneoftheir magazines 
they featured a drawing of Noah's Ark riddled with large 
gaping holes with the caption "The Impossitie Voyage of 
Noah's Ark," while at the side of the Ark someone calls out 
"Au Aboard!" The sacrednessof God's Word means nothing to 
the publishers ofthis magazine. Theirappeal to the separa- 
tion of Church and State is simply a matter of teaching 
evolution as a theory is simply a smoke-sreen to cover up 
theirreal intention,nameZy,to destroy the Christian*sfaith. 
It is not simply a matterofteaching evolution as a theoyy in 
the public classroom,butanoutrighth-2asphemousandvioZent 
attack against the foundation of the Christian's faith--the 
Word of God. Such assaults againstthetruths of God's Word 
remind us very much of the communistic offensive against 
religion waged by the atheisticleaders of Russia since 1917. 
Thanks be to God that we Christians have the promise that 
"the Word af the Loti endureth for ever," (I Peter 1:25) and 
that not even the very "'gates ofhell," (Matthew 16:18) shall 
be ahZe toprevail.againstthe Church ofthe LordJesus Christ 
"which He has purchased! with His own b2oal," (Acts 20:28), 
As members of His Church aLz of us Christians, young and old, 
sho>uld be faithful in hearing and studying God's Word,daily 
imploring God to.keep us in the one truefaith; Jest we be led 
astray with the error of the wicked and 'fall from our own 
steadfastness (II Peter 3~17). 

--M.L.N. 
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