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STATEMENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

language the pure doctrine of God's 
Word as taughtbythetrue Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statment of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study 
and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate,byour Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form it confess,teach, 
and practice the Word of 6od in its 
fulJ truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
instttution. AT1 who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
ourScrfptura1 positi-on indoctrine 
andpractice,andtourgethemutual 
public acknowledgment of such 6od- 
given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practfce a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship wi-th 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us amixture ofdivergentteachings 
but that we are, by 6od's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemindandinthesamejudgment." 

Tosetforthpertinenthistorical 
information which has a bearing 
uponthe Churchandtoexposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is platnly recorded in the Word of 
6od, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhichwearenot 
aware and which has been called to 
our attention. Alsotoclarifyany 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



Cl 0 urn)2 
One Sunday afternoon we took a hike at Silver Creek Falls 

State Park, Oregon. When we returned to our vehicle there 
was a pick-up parked near us with a sticker on its rear 
bumper which read: “God said it! I believe it! That settles 
it!” This bumper sticker made such an impression upon us 
that we later purchased one and stuck it on our kitchen 
refrigerator where it might serve as a constant reminder to 
all of us. 

“God said it!” Every faithful Lutheran understands this 
to mean that every word in the Scriptures is the infallible 
word of the almighty and eternal God. How our Lutheran 
forefathers emphasized this blessed truth! Martin I&her 
declared that “the Holy Spirit Himself and God, the Creator of 
all things, is the Author of this book” . . . “not only the words 
which the Holy ‘Spirit and Scripture use are divine, but also 
the phrasing ’ (What Luther Says, vol. I, pages 62,65). The 
same position concerning the inspiration of the Scriptures 
has been held by all orthodox Lutheran theologians down 
through the years. In 1924, Dr. Franz Pieper st.ates in the 
very first volume of his monumental classic, Christian Dog- 
matics, “The Scriptures not only tell us that they are the Word 
of God, but they also teach very clearly why they are the Word 
of God, namely, because they were inspired or breathed into 
the writers, by God, II Timothy 3:16: ‘All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.’ II Peter 1:2 1: ‘Holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ This divine act of 
inspiration establishes the fact that the Holy Scriptures, 
though written by men, are the Word of God.” (page 217). 

“I believe it!” This Word of God is not a dead word, but 
the living Word of the almighty God Himself. IAok at Gene- 
sis, chapter 1, where we are told what God brought into 
existence on each one of the six days of creation. There we 
observe the phrase, “And God said. . .I’ Behold the power in 
that Word! For whatever He said should come forth, sprang 
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into existence on that specific day. Observe the same power 
in the words of Jesus, “God manifest in the flesh,” (I Timothy 
3:16). Jesus declared, “The words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit and they are life,” (John 6:63). Whether it was on 
the storm-tossed waters of the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 8:23- 
271, or at the grave of Lazarus (John 11:43), we note the 
almighty power of the words of Jesus. ‘Ihis Word of God has 
not lost its power and never will! By means of the precious 
Gospel which Christ has commanded to be proclaimed unto all 
nations (Mark 16:15), the Holy Spirit has brought us to faith 
in Jesus as our dear Savior. “Being born again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever,” (I Peter 1:23). And by means of 
this powerful Word the Holy Ghost also preserves us in the 
one true faith. “For this cause also thank we God without 
ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is 
in truth, the Word of God, which effectually worketh also in 
you that believe,” (I ‘Ihessalonians 2:13). 

‘@&at settles it!” Indeed it does for us! By God’s 
grace, we believe and also unashamedly confess with our 
Lutheran forefathers, “that Holy Scripture is the sole source 
of the Christian doctrine and the sole norm of doctrine, hence 
the supreme, infallible, and sole authority in the Church,” 
(Popular Symbolics, published in 1934, page 25). What a 
comfort this is for us Christians being surrounded by those 
who attempt to strip Holy Scripture of its divine authority. 
Employing their perverted reason they attempt by specious 
argumentation to eliminate one Scriptural teaching after an- 
other. God says that He created the world in six ordinary 
days, Genesis 1, but many insist that those days must be 
understood as long periods of time. God forbids women to 
serve as pastors in the Church, I Corinthians 14:34,35), but 
many think that they know better than God. God plainly 
states that homosexuality is a sin, I Corinthians 6:9,10, but 
many in their pride contradict God. God says that we are to 
have no fellowship with false teachers, &mans l6:1?, but 
many oppose this because they deem it to be contrary to their 
idea of love. And so it goes on and on. 

“God said it! I believe it .t That settles it !” In His 
precious Word, God offers us help. Do our sins cause us 
alarm? There is God’s help! “Ihe blood of Jesus Christ, His 

Page 4 



Son, cleanseth us from all sin,” (I John 1:7). Do we fear 
death? There is God’s help: “He that believeth in Me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live,” (John 11:25). In every 
situation and condition of life we Christians can confidently 
look to the Word of the Lord for “Zhy Word is a Lamp unto my 
feet, and a Light unto my path,” (Psalm 119:105). What 
blessings we deprive ourselves of when we neglect to make 
use of the help which the Lord offers us in His Word! 

Your Servant in Christ, 
M. L Natterer, president 
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JESUS’ Gethsemane Prayer 
“Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me; 

nevertheless not h4y will, but lhine be done.” 
--tike 22:42 

The picture of Christ kneeling in prayer to His heavenly 
Father in the Garden of Gethsemane is a familiar one to all of 
us --whether the traditional painting found in some of the 
older Bibles and Bible histories, or the work of a modern 
artist. It hangs in many a Christian home, in Sunday School 
classrooms, and in hospitals around the world as an ever- 
present reminder of the importance of prayer. Sad to say, 
that is about the greatest significance most people attach to 
the scene, while the deeper meaning--the meaning that bears 
upon our very salvation --is often lost sight of completely. 
For Jesus’ Gethsemane prayer serves not only as an example of 
humble, Christian prayer (which is, of course, one of its 
funtions), but it very specifically shows us our Savior in His 
state of humiliation, suffering in His human body and soul 
OUR guilt and OUR punishment vicariously as our perfect 
Substitute, conforming His human will to the will of His 
heavenly Father to fulfill the divine decree of redemption in 
which He, as the Son of God, had fully concurred. 

Here we see Christ, the -only-begotten Son of God from 
all eternity, on His knees in the depths of humiliation, beg- 
ging of His Father relief from the intense suffering He was 
now beginning to experience as the sacrificial Iamb of God. 
In order to be our Savior, Jesus had to become TRUE MAN, to 
take our place under the Law and to assume in our stead the 
punishment for sin which we justly deserve to suffer; and so 
He was “made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem them 
that were under the Law, n (Galat ians 4:4-5). As true man, He 
had not only a real HUMAN BODY subject to hunger, thirst, 
fatigue, pain and death; but He also had a truly HUMAN SOUL 
and CONSCIENCE in which He felt our sin, our guilt, and the 
wrath and condemnation of a just and holy God, as well as a 
truly HUMAN WILL which very naturally and appropriately 
dreaded the prospect of suffering, resisted the thought of 
death, and desired to escape the “cup of suffering” which was 
His and His alone to drink. 
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Properly speaking, however, Jesus’ state of humiliation 
is not identical with His true humanity (for still today in His 
state of exaltation the Savior is true man, possessing the 
very same body He once received when He was ‘%om of the 
Virgin Mary”). But the God-Man, Jesus Christ, “humbled 
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross, ” (Philippians 2:8). Although He was “in the form 
OfGod... equal with God” (v.6), He “took upon Him the form 
of a servant,” (~7). In th at state of humiliation Christ did 
not always and fully manifest forth and use the divine 
attributes --the qualities and powers--which, as true God, He 
possessed in all their fulness, also according to His human 
nature (Colossians 2:9). In other words, Jesus did NOTHING 
to get Himself out of suffering and dying for the sins of the 
world, even though He could have. He made no effort to 
escape, exercised no power to restrain His enemies, and used 
no means to alleviate the intensity of His suffering. 
Instead, with the full knowledge of what lay ahead for Him in 
His great passion, He humbly prayed there in the Garden of 
Gethsemane: Tather, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from 
Me; nevertheless not My will, but Thine be done.’ 

It wasn’t that Jesus’ will was different from that of His 
Father or opposed to it, for that would indicate a contradic- 
tion in God, which of course does not exist. (John 1030) It 
was just that, in His state of humiliation, in His lowliness, 
Jesus dreaded in His true human body and soul the thought of 
suffering and dying, just like any man, just like us. And yet, 
He conformed His human will to that of His Father in humble 
obedience to the divine decree of redemption (I Peter 1:20; 
Ephesians l:‘?-10; Acts 2:23 and 4:28), God’s plan of salva- 
tion, the decree in which Jesus Christ, God’s Son, partici- 
pated and concurred already in eternity. Jesus’ divine will 
WANTED His human nature to suffer and to die for man’s 
redemption, as He Himself testified, John 10:17-18, I’. . .I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it 
from Me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again.’ 

What a comfort is ours as Christians that our Savior 
really wanted to suffer and die in OURplace; that He willingly 
suffered the excruciating agony of OUR guilty conscience, 
multiplied by the untold numbers of our fellow-sinners here in 
this world; that He voluntarily bore the wrath of His heavenly 
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Father and the “wages of sin” (Remans 6:23) that WE deserve 
to suffer, and shed His holy, precious blood as the purchase 
price of OUR redemption (I Peter 1:18-19). May we, by con- 
fident faith in this precious Savior and in His vicarious 
atonement for our sins, ever hold fast to this comfort and 
assurance and render ceaseless thanks to Him whose mercy 
endureth forever and for whose sake we are even now heirs of 
life everlasting! 

0 wondrous Love, what hast Thou done! 
The Father offers up His Son; 
The Son content descendeth, 
0 Love, how strong Thou art to save! 
Thou beddest Him within the grave 
Whose Word the mountains rendeth! 

--Paul Gerhardt, LH. 142.3 

But, before we leave the scene in the Garden of Gethse- 
mane, we want yet to see and better appreciate also the 
example that our dear Savior left us in His prayer to His 
Father in heaven. When our lives are fraught with suffering, 
pain and sorrow --the result of sin in the world--and our 
heavenly Father permits us, His dear children, to experience 
such things not as punishments but as chastisements out of 
His great love for us (Hebrews 12:6), let us look to Jesus as 
our perfect example in bringing our petitions to the Throne of 
Grace in humble, childlike prayer. Jesus, the Bible tells us, 
“was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin,” 
(Hebrews 4:15). He knows our every weakness, our griefs and 
our sorrows firsthand; and yet, Jesus never sinned. We, how- 
ever, are constantly plagued with our old sinful flesh which 
wars ,against the New Man of faith within us, so that “(we) 
cannot do the things that (we) would,” (Galatians 5:17; see 
also Romans 214ff.j. ‘The spirit indeed is willing,” Jesus 
told ‘His disciples; the New Man always seeks to do what is 
right and proper according to God’s Word, yea, perfectly to 
submit our will to the will of our heavenly Father! “. . .but the 
flesh is weak,” creating doubts and misgivings, murmurings 
and complaints, in our hearts and the unwillingness cheerfully 
to bear the “ciOss” and to drink of the “cup” which He has 
alloted to us. 

“Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation!“ Jesus 
warns us. Watching against the temptations of Satan, the 
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world, and our own sinful flesh requires “growth in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and SaPior, Jesus Christ,” (II 
Peter 3:18) by diligent hearing, learning, searching and con- 
tinuing in His Word, so that we can “resist (Satan) steadfast 
in the faith,” (I Peter 5:9). It is through the Means of Grace 
that God “worketh in you both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure,” (Philippians 2:13), including the cheerful sub- 
mission of our will to the will of our heavenly Father, knowing 
and trusting by faith that His will is always best for us--for 
both our temporal and eternal welfare. 

Praying is simply applying in faith for God’s blessings, 
asking Him “as dear children ask their dear father,” (Luther,) 
“letcting) (our) requests be made known unto God,” (Philip- 
pians 46). And the Lord Jesus in His Gethsemane prayer 
shows us just how we are to pray--humbly, persistently, con- 
fidently--by God’s grace conforming our will to HIS, who 
knows what is best and who surely answers our prayers in His 
own way and at His own good time. For just see how wonder- 
fully He answered the prayer of His only-begotten Son, sen- 
ding Him an angel from heaven --one of the Savior’s own 
creatures --to strengthen Him. Yea, “the Lxd knoweth how 
to deliver the godly out of temptations,” (II Peter 2:9) and 
“shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me 
unto His heavenly kingdom, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen!” (II Timothy 4:18). So therefore 

Go to dark Gethsemane, 
Ye that feel the Tempter’s power! 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see; 
Watch with Him one bitter hour. 
Turn not from His griefs away: 
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray! (LH. 159,l) 

- -D.T.M. 
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GOOD FRIDA 

If we view the events of Good Friday in the naked light of 
human reason, there would not appear to be anything “good” 
about that day. After all, Jesus, the Son of the Living God, 
died a most horrible and excruciatingly painful death on Good 
Friday. But as we view.this terrible ordeal of our Savior with 
the eyes of the new man, we can and must see the ‘good” in 
that black day. For Isaiah said nearly eight hundred years 
earlier, “I% was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised fozur iniquities: The Gtisement of our pez was 
upon Him; a&&h His stripes weare healed,” Giah 53:5). 
Thus, even as we grieve at the sufferings of our Lord, we 
rejoice at the grace of God in those sufferings. 

Now glimpse at the terrible sufferings which our Savior 
endured. Good Friday began very early for Jesus. From late 
evening Thursday through the early hours of Friday morning, 
Jesus was shuffled back and forth between Annas, the father- 
in-law of the present high priest, Caiphas, and then to Pilate, 
to Herod, and then back once again to Pilate. During this 
time, Jesus was falsely accused, mocked, spat upon, struck 
repeatedly in the face, scourged and thus shamefully abused. 
And finally, I$e appears before Pilate once again. Pilate, a 
weak and frightened man, bending to the whims of the Jewish 
leaders, had Jesus whipped while Roman soldiers mocked Him, 
placing a crown of thorn.s upon .Eis head--pretending to honor 
Wm as a king. 

Pilate presented the battered Jesus unto the Jews .and 
tried to have Him released. But the Jews would have none of 
it and called out for the blood of Christ in a method of 
execution reserved only for the vilest of state criminals, 
crucifixion. And so Pilate, trying to wash the blood of this 
just and innocent man off his hands and conscience, turned 
the Savior over to the blood-lust of the Jews. Jesus was 
taken outside the city of Jerusalem to Calvary, a place of 
execution known as “the place of a skull,” and cruelly nailed 
to a cross, placed between the crosses of two real criminals, 
to suffer a most agonizing death reserved for the dregs of 
humanity. 

Six hours after being nailed to that cross, Jesus, the Son 
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of the Living God, placed His spirit into the hands of His 
gracious Father and of His own volition gave up the ghost and 
died. 

Truly, it was a sad and terrible day. But the grief we 
feel as Christians should not be in the simple fact that Jesus 
died, but that He died for crimes which not He, but we, 
committed. Yes, He died for our sins, yours and mine, and, 
indeed, the sins of the whole world, including those of the 
hate-filled and spiteful men who had Jesus crucified and 
those who carried out that awful sentence. 

Yet, it is also in this truth that we as Christians find 
true joy and peace and life everlasting. Jesus Himself was 
guilty of nothing, and yet He died with the burden of all our 
sins laid upon Him by God the Father. All the wrath of God 
against sin was directed at Jesus as He hung on that cross. 
Jesus suffered the very pangs of hell and death itself in order 
that we might have life and have it more abundantly. When 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “It is finished,” it meant 
that the wrath of God against sin had been spent, that God was 
no longer angry with sinners such as you and I are; that we, 
along with all people, had been reconciled or made right with 
God. As Paul says in II Corinthians 5:19-21: “To wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them. . .For He hath made Him, 
who knew no sin, to be sin for us ; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.” 

Thus, while we remember in shame the price that had to 
be paid, we rejoice that according to the limitless mercy and 
grace of God, the payment for our sins was made through the 
suffering and death of our dear Savior. As Isaiah prophe- 
sied, so it came to pass and we are healed by His stripes. 

The disease of sin which meant eternal death in Hell for 
each of us has been washed from us through the cleansing 
blood of our Savior Jesus. The stripes on His back left by the 
whip, the holes in His hands and feet left by the nails, the 
imprint of the crown of thorns on His brow and the terrible 
gash in His side made by the Roman spear are each an 
everlasting testimony that “ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conver- 
sation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the 
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precious blood of Christ, as of a Iamb without blemish and 
without spot,” (I Peter 1:18-19). Thus, while we grieve at 
Jesus’ bitter sufferings and death, we rejoice that through 
His death we have life. The hymnist states well what the 
spirit of the Christian should be on Good Friday, indeed, 
every day of his life, in the words: 

0 darkest woe! Ye tears, forth flow! 
Has earth so sad a wonder? 

God the Father’s only Son Now is buried yonder. 

0 sorrow dread ! God’s Son is dead! 
But by His expiation Of our guilt upon the cross 

Gained for us salvation. 

0 sinful man! It was the ban Of death on thee 
that brought Him Down to. suffer for thy sins 
And such woe hath wrought Him. 

IQ stained with blood, ‘Ihe Lamb of God, 
The Bridegroom, lies before thee, 

Pouring out His life that He May to life restore thee. 

0 Ground of faith, Laid low in death, 
Sweet lips, now silent sleeping! 

Surely all that live must mourn Here with bitter weeping. 

0 blest shall be Eternally 
Who oft in faith will ponder 

Why the glorious Prince of Life Should be buried yonder. 

0 Jesus blest, My help and Rest, 
With tears I now entreat Thee: 

Make me love Thee to the last, Till in heaven I greet Thee. 
Amen. 

(LH. 167) 

--M.W.D. 
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THE FALSE CLAIMS CX THE MIILENIALISTS 
An Essay delivered at the 1988 CLC Convention 

by the Rev. E, R Stallings 

Part III: The Practical Lessons to be Learned 
lFkom the Study of the False Claims of Millenialism. 

The first practical lesson to be learned from our study of 
the false claims of Millenialism is that we Christians must 
always evaluate all religions views, teachings, and claims 
with the Word of God. Ju.st because millions of well-meaning 
and seemingly pious professing Christians believe a certain 
doctrine does not mean such a doctrine is correct. A doc- 
trine is not determined by the outward piety of its adherents, 
nor by democracy or majority opinion, but solely by the 
foundation passages (sedes doctrinae) of the Scriptures. 
Indeed, there would be no millenialists if the millenialists 
had first analyzed and evaluated the claims of millenialism 
with the clear Word of God. If the millenialists would only 
look at fundamental doctrines, the very ones which they claim 
to uphold with tenacity, they would see how spurious and 
unscriptural the Millenium is. This is what the Bible is 
talking about when it says, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
f&e prophets are gone out into the world, ” ( I John 4:l). 

However, to be able to “try the sp.irits” requires at least 
a certain degree of indo-ctrination. If Chris.Cans are 
thoroughly indoctrinated they will be much less likely to be 
swept away into heresies as millenialism or the charismatic 
movement, or other religious trends and popular movements. 
Here is where both pastors and laymen have a serious re- 
sponsibility. Our pastors must be committed to being tea- 
chers at all times. Yes, even when we preach we are to be 
teaching. Our sermons are to be instructional as well as 
exhortative. Nothing gives greater comfort and peace and 
godly confidence than understanding. Is it not significant 
that God Himself said through the prophet Hosea, “My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowleldge,” (Hosea 4:6)? At the 
same time, however, our people must be willing to receive 
instruction and to be indoctrinated. All the classes and 
sermons in the world are in vain if they are not received. 
May God retain in us all a real hunger and thirst for know- 
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ledge; not head knowledge, but a knowledge in the heart. We 
all, both pastors and laymen, must never conclude that we 
have reached a certain plateau of learning that we may stop 
learning. We cannot become content and relaxed in our 
growth in grace and knowledge. In this regard it is good to 
hear again what the holy writer to the Hebrews said to the 
Hebrew Christians, Christians who lived right at the time of 
the Apostles. He said, ‘For when for the time ye ought to 
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the 
first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as 
have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For evey one that 
useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is 
a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full 
age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil. merefore, leaving 
the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to 
perfection; not laying again the foundation .of repentance 
from, dead works, and of: faith toward God, of the doctrine of 
baptisms, and of laying.on of hands, tid of resurrection of 
the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this willwe do, if God 
permit.” (Hebrews 5:12--6~3) 

‘Ihe second practical lesson we learn from our study of 
the false claims of millenialism is that we be on guard 
against’cqnal mindedness or earthly mindedness. The Bible 
says, ‘For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of 
the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the 
Spirit. For to be cam&y minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life -and peace,” (Romans 8:5-6). In 
this same light Scripture says, “If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affections on 
things above, not on things of the earth,“ (Colossians 3:1-2). 
Thus, as we have seen from our study, millenialists, begin- 
ning with the Jews in the time of Christ as they looked for an 
earthly king, have their affection, not on things above, but on 
things on the earth. They who are looking forward to some 
fictitious era of peace and glory on earth practically put 
heaven “on the back burner.” 

Yet, we who reject millenialism can fall into the same 
kind of carnal trap by getting too wrapped up in other earthly 
issues and concerns. For example, many well-meaning and 
even fairly well-indoctrinated Christians get too wrapped up 
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into politics. They virtually equate saving our nation with 
saving souls. The zeal with which some Christians go out 
spreading “the word” (political literature) on this or that evil 
or conspiracy ought to be devoted to spreading the true Word 
of God to the saving, not of a nation for a few more temporal 
years but, of souls for eternity. The Great Commission is 
still this: “Go ye therefore and teach (make disciples of) all 
nations. ” Indeed, it is significant that the most patriotic 
Jews in Christ’s time were those who rejected His spiritual, 
‘other -worldly” kingdom! “Restoring again the kingdom to 
Israel” took precedence over being saved from sin, death, and 
hell. Likewise, it is significant that when the Apostle Paul 
came before kings and rulers his concern was not to set this 
or that ruler straight on his politics and policies, but to 
persuade him with the Word of God to become a Christian, as 
Agrippa said to Paul, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian,” (Acts 2698). Indeed, we do even more for the 
temporal welfare of men when we as obedient Christians obey 
the law, pray for rulers and leaders, and be, as Jesus says, 
‘The salt of the earth.’ We must remember that our calling as 
Christiakls is not to spare the Church from suffering and 
persecution, but to save souls by the Gospel and to help one 
another as Christians to be preserved in the true saving faith 
and to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Christ says, “But he that shall endure 
unto the end, the same shaIl be saved,’ (Matthew 24:13). Paul 
say S9 “XW watch thou in all things, endure afnictions, do the 
work of a& evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry,” ( II 
Timothy 4:5). Because we live in the times of the .end of all 
things .and Satan will be, and p.erhaps .has already been, loo.sed 
a little season, we must as Christians fight the good fight of 
faith, that is, uphold the Word of God in confession and 
practice at all costs --even the cost of our lives. 

In the third place, there is no better way to prevent 
carnal-mindedness and to promote true spiritual-mindedness 
than to meditate upon and set our affection upon the blessed 
true doctrines of the end of all things. Let us rejoice and 
take comfort in the fact that our Lord Jesus Christ is a 
spiritual King whose kingdom is not of this world and which 
shall last forever. When our Saviour came in His first 
coming, His coming into the flesh at His birth at Bethlehem, 
He came with the spiritual purpose of saving people from sin, 
death, and the power of the devil, and thus to prepare a place 
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for us in heaven. I John 3:8 says, “For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil.” Hebrews 2:14-l 5 says, %orasmuch then as the chil- 
dren are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself took 
part of the same; that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage. ” 

Now because Christ did accomplish this work of re- 
demption, we are indeed delivered from sin, death, and hell, 
and the devil. We have and personally possess this deliver- 
ance through faith in Christ. Because Christ won the 
victory for us we now look forward, not to a future earthly 
kingdom but to heaven above. As we joyously and properly 
sing: “Heaven is my home.” Of our blessed heavenly home to 
which we shall go the Bible says this, “And I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 
great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their 
God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away, ” (Revelations 21:1-4), 

Thus, when Christ does return, it will be the Last Day, 
because this earth will have no more purpose. The last of 
God’s elect will have been gathered in and the judgment of all 
men will take place. As Christ says, “And this Gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end come,” (Matthew 24:14). 
And since all believers in Christ shall be declared justified 
and righteous through Jesus’ blood and righteousness, we 
shall with glorified bodies be resurrected unto eternal life in 
heaven. The Bible says, ‘For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it might be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the wor- 
king whereby he is able even to subdue all thing unto 
himself, ” (Philippians 3:20-21). 
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In view of all of this, the Bible teaches us that even 
though we now must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God, we are to focus our hope and comfort upon the 
completion of our s&lvation in, heaven. Romans 8:18 says, 
‘For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us,” II Corinthians 4:16-18 says, ‘For which cause we faint 
not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; while we look’not at things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal’ Likewise, I Peter 1:6-9 says, “Wherein ye greatly 
rejoice though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your 
faith, .being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom 
having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls,’ I John 3:2-s says, “B&ynzd, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shalI be like him; for we 
shail see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 

0 how utterly evil and damning is every false doctrine, 
but 0 how holy and saving is the true doctrine--those blessed 
teachings of the Scriptures, God’s fully inspired, inerrant, 
Word. Let us therefore renounce with all severity the false 
doctrine of the Millenium, and let us cling with faith and sure 
hope to the true doctrine of the end of all things. “But ye, 
beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Ikd Jesus Christ unto eternal 
life. And of some have compassion, making a difference: and 
others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating 
even the garment spotted by the flesh. Now unto him that is 
able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the 
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, bothnow and forever. Amen.” (Jude 20-25). In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen. 
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the WORLD 
by M. L. NATTER ER 

The human capacity forlanguage maycomefrom a gene- 
tic mutation that occurred in a woman who lived in Africa 
about 2,000,OOO years ago,a researcher saidinJanuary. Her 
descendants went on to colonize Europe and Asia, perhaps 
aided by an ability to speak that had not yet appeared in 
humansinthose areas,said Allan C, Wilson,a biochemist at 
the University of California,Berkeley. Two years ago, Wil- 
son attracted the interest of scientists and the public when 
he concluded that& humans are descendants of a woman in 
Africa, who was inevitably dubbed "Eve." Wilson disdains 
thatname forher,because he notes that she was nottheotiy 
woman alive at that time. Many others lived at the same 
time; their descendants, as ithappened,did not survive,he 
said. Inatalkatthe American Associationforthe Advance- 
ment of Science, Wilson said new evidence, including com- 
parisons of human genetic materials with that of chimpan- 
zees and apes, strongly confirm that finding. He then be- 
came aware of research by Luigi Luca Cavalli-Sforza and 
colleagues at Stanford University that suggested thatlan- 
guageemerged about thesametimeas modernhumansevalved 
in Africa. Thatled to the suggestion thatEve and her Afri- 
can descendants could speak,and their counterparts in Asia 
andEuropecouldnot. Wilson proposedthat the mutationthat 
somehow made language possible arose in a kind of genetic 
material called mitochondrial DNA that is passed on only by 
mothers. 

Just because a man may have alistofacademic degrees 
afterhisnameand be recognized by some as an authority in 
his particular field, does not necessarily make him wise. 
%keat men ate nut aZways wise,* (Job 32:9). RSeestthoua 
man wiseinhisownconceit? Theteism0zehopeafafod 
than of him,= (Proverbs 26:12). Such is the case with all 
,those who place their puny reason above the plain Word of 
God! In Genesis, chapters 1-5, we note that a.lZ men have 
descended from ourfirstparents,Adam andEve. Andhowthe 
different languages came about, is described to us in 

Page 18 



Genesis, chapter 11. That settles the matter for us Chris- 
tians! 

On December 21sta Pan Am Boeing 747 bound for New 
York from Frankfurt blew up over Lockerbie,Scotland, killing 
259peopleonboardandllontheground. A bombwas blamed 
for the crash. Security was tiahtened on Jan ary 2nd for 
Scandinavian Airlines System flights at Seattle-Tacoma In- 
ternationalAirportas the airline issued a world-wide secur- 
ity alert after receiving a bombing threat. SAS spokesman 
said the warning was received early Sunday from Hungarian 
police through Interpolin Paris . . . A pipe bomb was found 
by a passing bicyclist January 8th on the busy 15th Street 
bridge over Marys River at the north entrance of Avery Park 
in Corvallis, Oregon. The 6 inch, l-1/4 inch diameter, 
galvanized pipe was disarmed by blowing one of the cap ends 
off of the bomb with a detonating device. 

One wonders how any s&e person could possibly be 
guilty of such despicable,cowardly, senseless crimes! But, 
obviously, such murderers must be completely devoid of 
naturalcompassion and sympathysince innocent victims fall 
prey to their foul deeds. Such terrorist activities are 
becoming increasingly prevalent as we observe from news 
reports. Whoisretiybehindall murders? It is none other 
than the devil! The LordJesus says thatwliewas a murderer 
fmm the beg-, and abode not iqtbe truth, because thmi 
is 110 tnzth in himl (John 8:44). Ever since he brought sin 
into the world he seeks to destroy the souland body of man. 
We singin one ofourhymns, wAs he ofold deceivedthe world 
and into sin and death has hurled, So now he subtly lies in 
wait To ruin school and Church and State," (Hymn 254). No 
wonderheiscalled wAp&yo~w(Revelation 9:ll) which means 
wdestroyer.w And in I Peter 528 he is pictured as a hungry 
roaring lion seeking to devour his prey. The Lord warns, 
wWoetotheinhabitar$;saftheeartliandafthesea!facthe 
deviliscome down un& you,havinggreat wrath,becausehe 
know& that he bath but a shott time," (Revelation 12:12). 
Then what? wBvexlastiq f~,prepazed fart&t devihndhis 
angels," (Matthew 25:41). 



South of the suburbs of Buff& and west of the corn- 
fields of Batavia, New York, is the Inspiration Stump, where 
mediums have come for more than100 yearstocommune with 
the spirits and consort with the curious. The mediums say 
the messages come from souls whohave passedoverintothe 
spirit world. In big signs along Route 60, Lily Dale adver- 
tises itself as the "World%LargestCenterforthe Religionof 
Spiritualism." It started as a summer tent meeting in the 
187Os, a place where mediums, mystics and free-thinkers 
could gather to commune with each other and with the spirits 
that had "passed over." Itgrew into a permanent community 
before the turn of the century and continues to serve as a 
gathering place for those interestedin psychic and mystical 
phenomena, a curiosity for tourists and is a quiet haven for 
the 150 or so year-round residents. There% the Healing 
Temple,withits Rosicrucian pyramid (the Rosicrucians were 
17th.century mystics devoted to esoteric wisdom and spiri- 
tual enlightenment). Over at the Assembly Hall are the 
planetary Halls of Records, where all the wisdom of alltime 
and all civilizations is said to be stored. At the white- 
columned Forest Temple, mediums tune in to the spirit world 
whi& people wait patiently before them, hoping for a 
message. Nearly 25,000 of the convinced and the curious 
visited Lily Dale last year. 

Such evil works of darkness were present in the Old 
Testament (think of King Saul and the witch of Endor, (I 
Samuel 28) and in the New Testament (Acts 16:16) and were 
also condemned by the Lord in both. In Deuteronomy such 
works arereferredtoas wabominationsuntothel&zdw{18:12) 
and in Galatians the Apostle Paul labels wwitchcraftw as a 
work of the flesh and warns wthatthey whichdo suchthings 
~haZZnotinher.ittbekizzgdomafGod,~ (5~19-21). Behindsuch 
evilworks ofdarknessistheprinceofdarkness,whowithhis 
lies uses such mediums, mystics,etc.,as his instruments in 
his effort to deceive men. By God% grace, we Christians 
have been called out of darkness so that we now praise the 
Lord and seek His help and guidance! 

Constandini Cosma says her eyesight was so poor she 
could hardly see, before the Virgin Mary began "weeping" at 
St, Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church. Now,her eyes feel 
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much better. She believes theiconthatappearstobe shed- 
dingtearsrewards those who have faith. Andlike thousands 
ofothers,she has stoodinlineforhourstogetalook atwhat 
St, Nicholas' pastor calls a "phenomenon,a miraculous sign." 
It's the second time the icon shows wet streaks under the 
eyes. The first time started in December 1986 and lasted 
seven months,attracting millionstothe small,17-pew church 
on Chicago's Northwest Side. In September a man, who 
entered thechurchtopray,spottedthe streaks. "Wehadjust 
finished a prayer service and1 wasinthe banquethall," said 
the Rev. Philip Koufos, the pastor. "He came running in 
saying he saw something strange in the eyes. We feel very 
blessed," said Koufos. "The mother of God is saying 'I'm 
still with you,"' At 10 a.m. on Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday,theline starts atthe altarrailand snakestothe back 
of the church, through the vestibule and into the adjacent 
banquet halL When the viewer gets to the rail, the icon 
hangs about 10 feet away .behind a plexiglass shield. An 
usher helps visitors get the best angle to see what Koufos 
calls the Yrickles of tears." 

It was not the Virgin Mary who declared,wLo,I am with 
you alway," but our dear Lord Jesus to whom all power was 
given in heaven and earth, (Matthew 28:18,20). It was not 
the Virgin Mary who suffered and died for our sins, but our 
dear Lord Jesus "in whom we have zedempkion through His 
M, even the fcxgiveness af sinsw (Colossians 1:14) and 
who dwells in our hearts by faith, (Ephesians 3:17). It was 
notthevirgin Mary whoperformed miracles,but our dear Lord 
Jesus in whom wdweWth all the fblness af the Godhead 
bodZy," (Colossians 2:9). How terrible when one,especially 
a pastor who must give account to the Lordforthe souls in 
hiscare,misleads soulsby directingthem tothevirgin Mary 
instead of Jesus, who ALONE is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life (John 14:16). Behind every attempt to lead away from 
the LordJesus and His Word, is none otherthanthefatherof 
lies, the devil (John 8:44). And particularly in these last 
evildays we observe more and morethecounterfeit miracles 
of this enemy of God and man (Matthew 24:24). 

One of thelast members of the Shakers,a 200-year-U 
denomination devoted to peace and communal living, died 
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early this last June at the age of 93, leaving just two elderly 
Shaker women at the hilltop community in Canterbury, New 
Hampshire, that once was home to 400. The religion that 
once numbered 6,000 members has dwindled to fewer than a 
dozen. Eldress Gertrude Soule was buried atacemetery en- 
closed by stone and ironfences,where a single granite stone 
is marked"Shakers." Village residents'names werelistedin 
books and records, but they share the common gravestone in 
death as they shared aU their possessions in life. The 
Shakers livedsimply,farmingandproducingtools such as the 
clothespin and fLatbroom. They were pacifists and believed 
dl. people were equaL 

The origin of the Shakers goes back to the 1770s in 
England when some Quakers gained the nickname wShakersw 
because of the emotional trembling in their religious ser- 
vices. AnnLeebecametheirrealfounderandprophetess who 
insistedthatthey mustnotmarry. Underherleadershipthey 
cametothe UnitedStates in1774 with eight followers and by 
1835 their membership had soared to about 6,000. "Their 
teachings are as follows: God has a dualnature,partly male, 
partly female. Adam, createdin God% imaye,alsowasdual. 
His fall consisted in transgressing the law of chastity. 
Christ,like aLlotherspirits,alsois dualand was incarnated 
inJesus and AnnLee,representiny male and female elements 
of God. However, neither Jesus nor Ann Lee are to to be 
worshiped,onZylovedandhonored. ConsequentlytheShakers 
rejectthe Holy Trinity andatonement,alsophysicalresurrec- 
tion, Last Judgment, and eternal damnation" (Concordia Cy- 
clopedia, page 701). Obviously Ann Lee also paid no atten- 
tiontothosepassayes whichspeakof marriage, for example, 
wZt is not good that man shod be alo~.~,~ (Genesis 2:18); wI 
wilZ+hPrPfnrrrthattlheyo~~womenm~,bearchiIdren I 
guide the house," (I Timothy 5~14). 

--M.L.N. 
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THE 38TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

of the 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

will be held, the Lxd willing, at 

Peace EvangeKcal Lutheran Chtich 
Tidey Park, IlIinois 

Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor 

JUNE 23-025, 1989 

--Convention Theme-- 

This Is The bve Of God, That We Keep His Commalrilnumts 
I John 5:s. 

--Convention Essay-- 

God’s Love Reflected In His Children 

Rev. Mark W, Dierking, Essayist 
Pastor of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Wilmot, South Dakota 
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~;&l;TlJRAL PUBLICAT!ONS 
- t32nd Avenue So. 

Seattle, Washington 98178 

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTH. CHURCH 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 

Currently meeting at the Seven 
Oaks Hotel, 1400 Austin Highway. 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

. 
Uorship Servic;! . 

.at 9:15 a-m. 

.at lo:30 a-a, 
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr, Pastor 

110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 
Telephone: (512) 656-2125 

-----m---w- 

PEACE EV. LUTHERAtl CHURCH 
Central Ave. at 171st Place 
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477 

(South Suburban Chicago) 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

l 

Uorshjp Servic; . 
.at 9:15 a.m. 
.at lo:30 a.m. 

Rev, David T, Mensing, Pastor 
8701 West 167th Place 

Orland Park, Illinois 60462 
Telephone: f 312) 532-9035 

Note : On the 1st & 3rd Sundays 
of each month, services are held 
in our Midland, Michigan chapel 
at 2409 Rodd Street, 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

. 
Uorship Servici 1 . 

at 7:00 p-a. 
at 8:OO p-a. 

(Taped Services on other Sundays) 
---w-----w- 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 

Lebanon, Oregon 97355 
Sunday School L Bible Class 

Yorship Servic; 
. .at 10:00 a.m. 

.at 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. M. L. Natierer, Pastor 

483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

Telephone: (503) 258-2941 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
55th Ave. S. & S. Fountain St. 

Seattle, Washington 98118 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 

Yorship Servfc; ’ 
.at 9:15 a.m. 
.at lo:30 a.m. 

Rev. Paul R. Bioedel, Pastor 
9658 - 54th Avenue South 

Seattle, Washington 98118 
Telephone : (206) 723-7418 

Note : Services are also held in 
the McCall Floral Chapel 
at 1400 Vancouver Street 

Victoria, British Colmbia 
Sunday School . . .at 3:00 p.m. 
Uorship Service . .at 3:45 p.m. 
Bible Class . . . .at 5:30 p.m. 

--w-----w-- 

ST. STEPHEN’S EV, LUTH. CHURCH 
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 

Worship Service: 
(From June 1st to Sept. 30th) 

.at 9:30 a.m. 
(From Oct. lsi io May 31st) 

.at 1O:OO a.m. 
(SS d Bible Ci&s after Service) 

Rev. Hark U. Dierking, Pastor 
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 
Telephone: (605) 938-4710 

-----e----- 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 
PERIPATETIC SEMIWARY 

Address all inquiries to the 
Coamittee on Theol, Education 

in care of 
Rev, ?Iark U. Dierking, chairman 

Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 
Telephone: (605) 938-4710 


