
Vol. XXXIV. Apri t -- June, 1989 Nos. 1-3. 

11 I 

MY 

ARE 

AND 

FATHER 

ONE ! “ 

-John l&30. 



OFFICIAL ORGAN of the 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

This publication appears in a 
monthly or double bi-monthly Issue 
at a subscriptionpriceof$3,00per 
year. 

EDITOR: 
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr. 
110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 

ASSISTANT EDITOR: 
Rev. M. L. Natterer 
483 Tangent St. 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

LAY HEUBER: 
Hr. Lloyd E. Martin 
17400 Lockwood 
Tinley Park, Ill. 60477 

Address all subscriptions, re- 
newals, and remittances to: 
Scriptural Publications, 10200 - 
62nd Ave, So., Seattle, Yashington 
98178. A special notice of ex- 
piration will be inserted in the 
issue which terminates your sub- 
scription. 

Officers of the 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

PRESIDENT: 
Rev. H. L. Natterer 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Rev. E. R. Stallings 
110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 

SECRETARY: 
Rev. Mark W. Dierking 
Box 33, Wilmot, S.D. 57279 

TREASURER: 
Mr. Victor K. Bloedel 
10200 - 62nd Ave. South 
Seattle, Washington 98178 

STATEMENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

language the pure doctrine of God's 
Word as taughtbythetrue Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statment of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study 
and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate,by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form it confess,teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
our Scriptural position indoctrine 
andpractice,andto urgethemutual 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture ofdivergentteachings 
but that we are, by God's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemindandinthesamejudgment." 

Tosetforth pertinent historical 
information which has a bearing 
upon the Churchandtoexposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of 6od. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
6od, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhichwearenot 
aware and which has been called to 
our attention. Alsotoclarifyany 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



e1 0 Lmm 
Cursing dare not be taken lightly! It is a sin against 

the 2nd Commandment in which the Lord God commands, ‘Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain,” (Exodus 
20:7). In the Old Testament the penalty for taking God’s 
name in vain was stoning (Leviticus 24:14, 23). In the New 
Testament cursing is listed as one of the sins of the flesh and 
whoever is guilty of this sin and does not repent will be cast 
into eternal destruction (I Corinthians 6:lO). Cursing is one 
of the traits of the unbelievers (Romans 394). “lhine ene- 
mies take Thy name in vain,” writes the Psalmist (139:20). 
Even Christians are at times tempted to curse. Iook at the 
example of the Apostle Peter in the courtyard of the high 
priest where he so shamefully cursed and swore (Matthew 
26:74). ‘iVe dare not forget that the Apostle James was 
writing to Christians when he admonished them, “C)ut of the 
same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, 
these things ought not so to be,” (James 3 :lO) . 

While we Christians know these things from the 2nd 
Commandment, do we ever stop to meditate upon that which is 
required of us? Instead of using God’s name in vain, we 
should “call upon His name in every trouble, pray, praise, and 
give thanks,” (Small Catechism, page 58). According to the 
church calendar, April 23rd was Cantate Sunday and April 30th 
was Rogate Sunday. Cantate means “sing,” --to sing praises 
unto the Iord; Rogate means “ask,” --to pray to the Lord. 
These two Sundays gave us an excellent opportunity to direct 
our attention to that which God requires of us in the 2nd 
Commandment. 

Take, for example, the requirement to praise God and to 
give thanks unto Him. David, the Psalmist, prays, “Let my 
mouth be filled with Thy praise and with Thy honor all the 
day,” (Psalm 71:8). Ob viously, this means that a definite 
change has to take place in the life of the individual before 
the praise of God can sound forth in a God-pleasing manner 
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from his mouth. The unbelievers can not praise God in an 
acceptable manner. ‘Without faith it is impossible to please 
Him,” (Hebrews 11:6). Moreover, the Apostle Paul describes 
the true state of the unbelievers in such passages as Romans 
3:9-20 showing that they are incapable of praising God in an 
acceptable manner. But God the Holy Spirit has effected a 
change in us through the precious Gospel message. Although 
we are sinners and deserve everlasting torment in hell, ‘God 
commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us,” (Remans 5:8). Through the 
blessed message of salvation in Christ the Holy Spirit has 
worked the true saving faith within our hearts so that we 
trust and rely in Jesus our Savior. He has “put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our God,” (Psalm 40:3). 

David was a splendid example of a believer who sought to 
praise the Lord. Remember when the Ark of the Covenant was 
finally brought back to the city of Jerusalem? There we 
observe David, the King of Israel, giving expression to his 
great joy by praising God (II Samuel 6:lZff.). Then read some 
of his psalms, -such as, 111-113; 117, 118; 145-150, in which 
he exhorts the believers everywhere to praise the Lord and to 
give thanks unto Him. David praised the Lord with his musi- 
cal ability ( II Samuel 65). Music, instrumental and vocal, is 
certainly one way of praising God (Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 
5:19; Psalm 150). Martin Luther correctly observed, “We 
know that music is hateful and intolerable to devils. I firmly 
believe nor am I ashamed to assert, that next to theology no 
art is equal to music; for it is the only one, except theology, 
which is able to give a quiet and happy mind.” 

What a marvelous heritage of fine, splendid Christian 
hymns has been bequeathed to us Lutherans! We should be 
diligent in learning them and using them. When our hearts 
are overflowing with joy because of some special favor which 
the Lord has granted us, we can give expression to our joy by 
singing, “oh that I had a thousand voices to praise my God 
with thousand tongues!’ (301, or, “Raise to the Lord, the 
Almighty, the King of creation! 0 my soul, praise Him, for He 
is thy Health and Salvation!’ (39). When afflictions and 
trials weigh heavily upon us we should sing such hymns as, 
“What God ordains is always good” (521) or Paul Gerhard’s 
classic, “Why should cross and trial grieve me?” (523). When 
beginning some important task, how wonderful it is to make 
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use of With the lcr>rd begin thy task, Jesus will direct it” 
(540). When plagued by Satan to doubt God’s love and mercy, 
we should drive such thoughts away by singing, “Now I have 
found a firm foundation which holds mine anchor ever sure* 
(385). When thinking about our nation and the problems 
which confront it, how appropriate it is for us to sing, “God 
bless our native land! Firm may she ever stand” (577). When 
we must finally face death itself, how comforting the words of 
the hymn, “I fall asleep in Jesus’ wounds, there pardon for my 
sins abounds” (505). Thus, for every situation in our lives, 
there is always an appropriate hymn to be found which helps 
us to express what is in our hearts in thoughts of praise and 
thanksgiving to the Lord our God. 

Soon we shall gather for the 38th Annual Convention of 
our Concordia titheran Conference. What a joy and privilege 
to sing our hymns of praise with those who are truly united in 
all the doctrines of Holy Writ so that we “may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify God,” (Remans 1596). 

Your servant in Christ, 
M. L. Natterer, president 

Page 29 



CONIENDINGFoRTHE~~TE3ETRINlTy 
IN AN ANTI-TRINITARIAN, SYNCREI’ISTIC SOCIEIY 

“Baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

Matthew 28:19. 

In Jude 3 it says, “Ye should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.’ What does 
this mean? As Christians we are to confess, stand up for, 
and defend the Christian faith, that body of doctrine, as 
presented in the Holy Scriptures. Not only are we to believe 
quietly in our hearts the teachings of the Bible, but also we 
are to take a stand for the faith when it is attacked. This is 
a part of confessing Christ before men, (Matthew 10:32). 

Now if a person is truly a Christian, he believes the 
Scripture doctrine of the Holy Trinity. He believes that the 
true God, the only God which in fact exists, is the Triune God, 
the God who is three distinct persons in one divine being or 
essence. The true God is God the Father (one person), God 
the Son (another person), and God flhe Holy Ghost (another 
person), but that these three distinctly separate persons are 
not three Gods, but one God. However, except for the Chris- 
tian faith, all religions in the world do not teach the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity. Therefore this article is being written 
to show the need for contending for the doctrine of the 
Trinity in an anti-Trinitarian, syncretistic society. Indeed, 
as we shall see, not all in visible Christendom think it is 
necessary to believe, teach, and confess the doctrine of the 
Trinity. 

First of all, the reason we Christians believe the doc- 
trine of the Trinity as just defined and described above is 
that the Word of God teaches God to be Triune, or 
Three-in-tie. For no other reason do we accept and teach 
this doctrine. Thus, if anyone wishes to deny the doctrine of 
the Trinity, he cannot do so on the basis of the Word of God. 

This being the case, it is necessary to show that Scrip- 
ture does in fact. teach that God is three persons but one God 
even though the word, Trinity, is not found in the Bible. The 
doctrine of the Trinity is clearly found in both the Old and 
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New Testaments. Yes, even the Old Testament reveals God to 
be the Triune God. This should not surprise us in that God 
has always been the same God. He did not suddenly become 
the Triune God in New Testament times. As God Himself 
declares: ‘For I am the Lord, I change not,” (Malachi 3 :6). As 
far back as Gensis 1:l we read, “And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters.” The Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost, 
because He is one of the persons of the Godhead, was involved 
in the divine work of Creation. Also, in the creation of man 
the Bible says, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness,” (Genesis 1:26). -In Genesis 3:15 which is 
the first Gospel promise we read of God’s promise to send His 
only-begotten Son into the world by way of being the Seed of a 
woman. When Aaron pronounced a benediction he said, “Ihe 
Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the I.~rd make his face shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace, n (Numbers 6:24- 
26. This three-fold naming of the Lord is not coincidental, 
but intentional as Aaron was invoking the blessing of the 
Triune God. Similarly, when Isaiah was granted the privilege 
of seeing Christ’s glory in heaven, he heard seraphim cry unto 
another, “Holy, holy, holy, is the LDrd of hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory,’ (Isaiah 6:3). Again, this 
three-fold “hoi.” is not coincidental, but intended. More- 
over, when the Old Testament speaks of the Angel of the Lord, 
this is the pre-incarnate Christ, the Christ before He took 
into His divine person our human flesh and blood. Indeed, 
referring back to the Old Testament, the Apostle Paul in 
speaking of the children of Israel said, “And all did eat the 
same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual 
drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them: and that Rock was Christ,” (I Corinthians lO:3-4). 
Likewise, Jesus refers back to Abraham as having seen His 
day. He says, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: 
and he saw it, and was glad,” (John 856). Yet the Old Testa- 
ment not only shows that God is three persons, but also that 
He is one God. As quoted earlier, Genesis 1:26 says, “And 
God (singular) said, I& us make man.” Again, Deuteronomy 
6:4 says, “Hear, 0 Israel= The Lr>rd our God is one Lllltd.’ In 
addition to these texts, there are many other Old Testament 
texts which reveal God to be the Triune God. 

Then, as we examine the New Testament, we see again 
that God is revealed as three persons but one God. The three 
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persons of the Godhead are revealed simultaneously at the 
Baptism of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 3:16-l? which says, 
“And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of 
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting m- 
upon Him: and lo a voice (God the Father) from heaven,, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Im- 
mediately following Jesus’ Baptism we read, “Ihen was Jesus 
led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil,” (Matthew 4:l). Also, when Christ instituted Holy 
Baptism, He said, “Go ye therefore and make disciples of alI 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son? and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19). How clearly and 
unmistakably Christ specifically names the three persons of 
the Godhead! 

Then, in the Gospel of John we have several texts which 
speak of the persons of the Godhead. John 3:16 says, ‘For 
God so loved the world, that sgave his only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should%t perish, but have 
everlasting life.” John 5:15 says, “My Father worketh hither- 
to, and I work.” Then verse 18 says, “Therefore the Jews 
sought the more to kill Him, because He not only had broken 
the sabbath, but said also that God was EIis Father, making --- 
Himself equal with God..” Here the Jews realized that Jesus 
Himself claimed to be equal with God! In John 10:30, Jesus 
says, “I and My Father are one.” By saying this, Jesus is not 
sayinghat He and the Father are one person, but one in the 
Godhead, that is, of the same divine essence. ‘Indeed, in 
John 6~38-39 Jesus says, ‘For I came down from heaven, not to 
do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me. And this 
is the Father’s will which hath sent Me, that of all which He 
bath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it c -- 
again at the last day.” In John 5:23, Jesus says, ‘That all men 
should honour the Son2 even as they honour the Father. He 
that honouretiz the Son honoureth not the Father which 
bath sent Him.” In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I[ am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” 
In John 15:26, Jesussays, “But when the Comforter is c=e 
wh0mLwil.l send unto you from the Fat&& even the Spirit of 
Truth, which proceedeth from theather, He shall testify of 
Me.” In John 16:23, Jesus says, “I came fi= the Father, and 
z come into the world: again, I leave the world, andgo to the 
Father. ” Then in 1. Timothy 2~5-6, the Apostle Paul says, ‘For 
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there is one ator between God and men, the 
man Christ mself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time”, When. Paul refers to Jesus as ” 
Christ Jesus,” this does not deny or disclaim His deity, but 
emphasizes His humanity through which He could be our 
mediator between God and men. Once again, these are but a 
few of the many passages which clearly reveal that God is 
three persons but one God. 

In view of this clear testimony of the Scriptures, we 
would think there would be universal acceptance of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. Yet such is not the case. Sadly and 
tragically most people in the world, even those who are reli- 
gious or who adhere to some formal religion, reject the true 
God as being the Triune God. Our world is anti-Trinitarian. 
Consider that most of the world’s population lives in the 
Orient, the Far East, chiefly the nations of China, India, 
Pakistan, etc. By in large these people, if they have a reli- 
gion, are Buddhists, Hindus, or Shintoists, These are out- 
right pagan, idolatrous religions which deny God outrightly. 
Buddhists worship a fat statute called, Buddha. Hindus wor- 
ship animals as re-incarnate people now deified. 

Then in the Middle East the dominant religion is Islam 
which is also known as Mohammedism. The people of the 
Islamic religion worship a god called, Allah. Even though 
they acknowledge Jesus as a great teacher, they place Jesus 
on the same level as Abraham and Moses. Also in the Middle 
East in the country of Israel is the religion of Judaism, the 
religion of the Jews. While the Jews acknowledge God to be 
one God, they deny that Jesus Christ who was born of the 
Virgin Mary is the Messiah promised in the Scriptures. By 
their denial of Christ, the Jews thereby deny the Holy Trinity. 
They deny the true God. As was quoted earlier, Jesus Himself 
says, “All men should honor the Son9 even as they honor the 
Father. Hk that honoreth not the Son, honareth not the Father 
which hath sent Him,” (John 5:23). 

Then here in our country, the United States of America, 
there is a virtual smorgasbord of Anti-Trinitarian religions. 
There are the Unitarians who by their very name make a point 
of denying the doctrine of the Trinity. They claim God as 
being one, but deny the three persons of the Godhead. Yet 
even their idea of God is made all the more peculiar in that 
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the entire Unitarian religion is a confused mixture of philo- 
sophy, illogical rationalism and mysticism. Its teachings 
are so dis-jointed that they are impossible to summarize. 

Then there is the infamous religion of Mormonism, t,he 
sect which calls itself the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. Mormonism was founded by Joseph Smith, Jr. It 
claims to be Christian, but clearly disavows that Jesus Christ 
is eternal, the only-begotten Son of God, equal with the 
Father. Mormonism has resurrected the ancient heresy of 
Arius who in the 4th century claimed Christ to be subordinate 
to the Father. Christ is made to be a mere off-spring of God, 
and not a divine person of the Holy Trinity. Mormons claim 
to believe the Bible, but their real bible is the Book of Mormon 
which was allegedly given to Joseph Smith, Jr. by the angel, 
Moroni, in 1823 in Palmyra, New York. Using the Book of 
Mormon, the Mormons deny the doctrine of the Trinity and are 
therefore not Christians! 

Then there is the equally infamous sect called, ‘Ihe 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Founded by Charles T. Russell, the JWs, 
like the Mormons, claim to be Christian, but deny the doctrine 
of the Trinity. They also subordinate Christ, making Him 
less than the Father. To support their allegation they quote 
but misapply the Bible texts which teach of Christ’s State of 
Humiliation, that State wherein He refrained from making full 
use of His divine attributes even though He still maintained 
full possession of them. For example, they point to Jesus’ 
words in Mark 13:32 which read, ‘Put of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father.” 

However, what is more disturbing and less excusable is 
the shocking attitude among many professing Christians, who 
have been taught the doctrine of the Trinity, that belief in 
the Trinity is not necessary for salvation. Many in visible 
Christendom have been conditioned by liberal pastors and 
teachers (who are really false prophets in sheep’s clothing) 
who promote what is called a syncretistic outlook on religion. 
The Syncretistic spirit fosters this attitude: “All religions 
are basically alike and they all lead to heaven. It doesn’t 
matter what religion you believe so long as you are sincere!” 
This unscriptural indifference to doctrine and this all-inclu- 
siveness has been carried over to the doctrine of the Trinity. 
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Syncretists teach that belief in the doctrine of the Trinity is 
not essential for salvation. The denial of the Trinity by the 
syncretists serves to promote their dream of a one-world 
church which would include Christians and heathen. Indeed, 
they charge that holding to a unified doctrinal position is 
loveless and against the teaching of Christ that we love one 
another. Yet what does Jesus Christ Himself say? ‘If aman 
love Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will love him, 
and We will come unto him, and make &r abode with him,” 
(John 15:23). H e w h o refuses to hold to Christ’s words (His 
doctrine) is not loving God. And if a person does not love 
God, how can he love his neighbor? The Bible says, “& this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, 
and keep his comman dments, ” (I John 5:2). 

What we must ever keep in mind and make a point of 
confessing is that the doctrine of the Trinity summarizes the 
entire Christian faith. As we confess God the Father, we are 
confessing Him who created us and who upholds us day by 
day. As we confess Jesus Christ, we are confessing Him who 
is our Saviour, the one who died for us and rose again. As we 
confess the Holy Ghost, we are confessing Him by whose 
power we are brought to faith and are able to do good works. 
Indeed, all who deny the doctrine of the Trinity are denying 
the true God, the only God who exists. A person cannot 
possibly deny the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and still be a 
Christian! All who deny the Trinity are no better off than 
those who worship totem poles or who are atheists! This is 
why the Athanasian Creed concludes by saying, “This is the 
catholic (universal, Christian) faith; which except a man 
believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot be saved.” 

-4.R S. 
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THE DIVINE INSTI’IVTlCON OF LOCaL CJ3,JRmS 

The question whether local churches exist by divine 
institution or command, so that believers living at one place 
must either organize such churches where they do not exist or 
join them where they do exist, is of great importance. 

To the objection of those who deny this point on the 
ground that membership in the Church Universal is sufficient 
for salvation and that Christ has given His followers no 
direct command to establish or to join local churches, so that 
local churches are free organizations, founded by men as the 
practical needs of believers in this world have made them 
necessary, we reply that it is indeed God’s will and appoint- 
ment -- 

a) That all believers living at one place should establish 
in their midst the public ministry and make diligent use of it 
by hearing and learning God’s Word as it is proclaimed by the 
divinely called ministers. Eph. 4:3-6; Acts 2:42-47; 14:23; 
20:28; I Cor. 12:28; I Peter 5:2-3; Titus 1:5. 

b) That they should together celebrate Holy Communion, 
I Core 11:26; l&17, and exercise the duties of Christian 
fellowship and love, I Car. 11:33; 1:lO; Acts &l-6; Col. 
3:15,16. 

c) That they should not only privately reprove an erring 
brother, Matthew 18:15,16, but also as a church, or congrega- 
tion, rebuke and discipline impenitent sinners, Matt. 18:17: I 
Car. 5:13. 

From all this it follows that it is indeed God’s will and 
ordinance that Christians should establish and maintain local 
churches; for without them these Christian obligations, en- 
joined so definitely cannot be performed. 

This principle is in full accord with the practice of the 
apostles and their followers, who consistently gathered the 
believers into local churches and commonly instructed, ad- 
monished, and comforted them as such in their epistles, I 
Car. 1:2; Rom. 1:7; Gal. 1:2; Eph. 1:l; Phil. 1:l; Acts 20:28; 
14:23; I Cor. 5:13; II Cor. 2:6-8; Titus 1:5; Rev. 1:3. 
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For this reason we rightly insist that the ban, or excom- 
munication, Matt. l&17; I Car, 5:13; should be declared by 
local churches and not by assemblies of Christians which 
have not been divinely instituted. Among such bodies we 
may classify all conferences, synods, and similar convoca- 
tions which are established for the furtherance of Christ’s 
kingdom and cause. Yet even with respect to synods, confer- 
ences, and similar organizations, Christians must always be 
guided by the rule of Christian love, II Core 13:ll; I Cor. 
l&14; Rom. 13:lO. 

ORTHODOX AND HETERODOX CHURCHES 

It is God’s will and command that all believers should 
hear, learn, and proclaim only the pure Word which He Himself 
has given them in Holy Scriptures, Jer. 23:30-32; I Tim. 6:3-5. 
All who pervert the Word of Goa and teach their own doctrine 
in place of God’s revealed truths, Matt. 15:9, Scripture con- 
demns as false prophets, Matt. 7:15, teachers, both of fables 
and of damnable heresies, I Tim. 1:3-7; II Peter 2:1, ungodly 
men, Jude 3:4, men of corrupt minds and reprobate concerning 
the faith, II Tim. 3:1-8, deceivers and antichrists, II John 7, 
whom all Christians must avoid, Rom. 16:17; II John 10, as 
conceited ignoramuses, I Tim. 6:3 -5, who are under God’s 
curse, Gal. 1:8, etc. As Holy Scripture condemns all sinful 
conduct, I Cor. 5~9-11; Rev. 21:8; 22:15, so it likewise con- 
demns every corruption of the Christian faith, as this is set 
forth in God’s Word, Gal. 3:lO; 5:10-12; Rev. 22:18,19; Matt. 
18:6,7; 5:19. 

All churches that tolerate and follow such perverters of 
divine truth are known as heterodox churches, while churches 
that teach the Word of God in its truth and purity and ad- 
minister the Sacraments according to Christ’s institution 
are orthodox, or pure, churches. 

This distinction all sincere Christians must carefully 
observe, especially at this time, when the spirit of indif- 
ferentism is alarmingly spreading in so many churches and 
there is a manifest tendency to discard the Christian doc- 
trine (abrogation of creeds) and to reorganize the churches 
on a “broader basis of social service” (applied Christianity; 
the gospel of social service). The program of present-day 
Modernism calls for the abolition of every confessional basis 
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and is therefore in oppostion to the direct commission which 
Christ gave to His Church, Mark 16:15; Matt. 28:20; 10:32-39. 

In order that believers may rightly distinguish between 
orthodox and heterodox churches, the following points must 
be kept in mind. 

In the first place, a church is orthodox, or pure, not 
simply when it acknowledges the divine truth in general 
through confessions which are in accord with Scripture, but 
when it actually teaches the divine truth without qualifica- 
tion and prevents or suppresses all error. In other words, a 
church must be pure, or orthodeox, not only in principle, but 
also in practice, so that it earnestly reproves and disciplines 
all who teach false doctrine. But this is not all. If a church 
wishes to be truly orthodox, it must not only teach in confor- 
mity with Scripture, but also insist upon a practice that is in 
accord with whatever the Word of God inculcates (conditions 
of church-membership, attendance at Holy Communion, regu- 
lation of the Christian life of its members, opposition to 
religious indifferentism and unionism, etc.). A church 
which is orthodox in theory only, but not in practice cannot 
be considered as being truly orthodox, since it disregards 
Holy Scripture in its insistence upon the proper application 
of the divine truth to life, I Cor. 5:13; 11:20-22; 6:I-6; 14:34- 
40; etc. 

In the second place, an orthodox church does’not become 
heterodox through errors which accidentally occur in its 
midst; for it is only the toleration of false doctrine and an 
unscriptural practice that make a church heterodox. Even in 
the churches established by the apostles, errorists arose, 
who succeeded in spreading false doctrines, Acts 20:30; Gala- 
t ians 1:6-9; I Corinthians 15:1-l 9; but they were reproved and 
condemned. 

Hence a church becomes impure, or heterodox, only when 
it ceases to apply God’s directions given in Porn. 16:17; II 
John 1O:ll; Matt. 18:17; etc., and so permits error and ungod- 
liness to exist side by side with truth or even to gain the 
ascendency over truth. 

Heterodox churches are sects, inasmuch as they adhere 
to error, which separates them from the Church. They are 
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churches inasmuch as they still adhere to the Christian truth 
and are thus joined to the Church, provided, of course* their 
errors do not deny the fundamental articles of the Christian 
faith, in which case they cease to be heterodox churches and 
become antichristian cults (cp, Calvinism with Unitarianism; 
I Tim. 6:20,21; II Tim. 2:16-18). 

Although heterodox churches, in the common sense of 
the term, still adhere to the fundamantafs of the Christian 
faith and so harbor true believers in their midst, neverthe- 
less all Christians who recognize their error are in duty 
bound to sever their connection with them, since, on the one 
hand, one error is bound to produce others, Galatians 5:9, and, 
on the other hand, the toleration of a recognized falsehood is 
a denial of the divine truth, Matt. 10~32-36, and this is 
incompatible with the true Christian profession, Ram. l&l?; 
II Cor. 6:14-18. 

HZTERODOX CMURCHES AND TRUE DISCIPLESHIP 

Heterodox churches do not exist by the will of God, 
Matt. 28:20, but against His will, Jer. 23:29-40; I Cor. 3:15-f?. 
God permits them to exist partly to prove the faith of His true 
disciples, I Cor. 11:19, and partly to punish the indifferen- 
tism, ingratitude, and infidelity of the ungodly, II ‘Ihess. 
2:11:12. 

Hence Christians should view the existence of heterodox 
churches not with indifference, but with horror, since every 
error is an offense, which not only provokes God to anger, 
Deut. 32:5,6; 28:15-68, but also endangers the salvation of all 
who are brought into contact with it, I Car. 1533; II Tim. 
2:16,17. 

Nevertheless true believers may be found even in 
heterodox churches, not inasmuch as they are heterodox,--for 
falsehood always opposes itself to saving faith,--but inas- 
much as by the grace of God they still retain the fundamentals 
of the Gospel. 

Our Savior Himself, while denouncing the religion and 
worship of the Samaritans, John 4:22, still acknowledged the 
true discipleship of individual Samaritans, Luke I’kI6; 10133. 
So also Luther, though he condemned the Papacy as an intitu- 
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tion founded by the devil, still recognized true believers (the 
baptized children; adults who adhered to the sola gratia 
against the teachings of the Pope) also in this corrupted 
Church. Similarly the great Reformer held that there were 
true believers among the followers of Zwingli and Calvin 
because they adhered to them in ignorance. (St. I,, IX, 44.) 

The confessional Lutheran Church, though ever insisting 
upon the prerogative of being the true orthodox Church, has 
never identified itself with the Una Sancta, outside of which 
there is no salvation, but has always taught that the Church 
Universal is the communion of all believers who put their 
hope of salvation alone in Christ’s vicarous atonement, (Cp. 
Walther, Kirche und Amt, pp. 95--113; 16Off.) Dro Walther 
writes: “Whoever binds salvation to membership in any 
visible Church annuls the article of justification by grace 
alone, through faith in Christ.” 

THE IN.AlBAISS1BILITY OF SPIRITUAL FELLCNNSHIP 
WITH HETEROm CHURCIIES 

What has just been said should not lead any one to 
regard religious unionism as permissible, much less as 
laudable. The words “with charity toward all” apply indeed to 
all men, for Christians are commanded to love all men, Matt. 
22:39; 5:44; I John 3:17,18; but they do not mean that Chris- 
tians should countenance false prophets and their errors, 
Matt. 7:15; Gal. 1:8,9. The direction of Scripture with regard 
to this point is both clear and emphatic, Rom. l&l’?; Gal. 5:9; 
II John 1O:ll; Titus 3:9-11; I Tim. 1:3-7; II Cor. 6:14-18. 

To the objection that religious unionism may be justi- 
fied both because of the principle of Christian charity, Rom. 
13:lO; I Cor. 13:7, and in view of Christ’s earnest prayer that 
all believers may be one, John 17:20,21, we reply-- 

a) That it is indeed only a caricature of Christian love 
to permit any one to grope in spiritual darkness and to 
endanger his soul’s salvation, II Cor. 5:13-15; I Cor. 9:22,23; 
II Cor. 6:3-10, so that religious unionism, which in the last 
analysis is carnal indifferentism, really ignores true Chris- 
tian love both toward God (faithfulness to His Word) and 
toward the neighbor (conscientious interest in his avowal of 
the divine truth); 
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b) That the unity which the Holy Ghost Himself works 
through the Word is the unity of faith, John 17:17,20,21,25,26; 
Eph. 4:3-6; I Cor. l:lO, which Christians must foster by 
witnessing to the truth. 

True unity of faith is indeed commanded by God, I Cor. 
l:lO, and all Christian believers should therefore do all in 
their power to effect it. But this unity, which is of the 
Spirit, is neither established nor furthered by carnal indif- 
ferentism and toleration of error, II Car. 6:14-18; I Kings 
18:21,22,40. 

The peril that lurks in religious unionism is that by an 
unfortunate consistency in the profession of falsehood one 
error always produces another. So also carnal indifferentism 
toward one doctrine is bound to produce carnal indifferentism 
towards others. Luther says (St. L., XVII, 1180) : “Whoever 
regards his doctrine, faith, and confession as true, right, and 
certain cannot stand in one stall with others that teach or 
favor false doctrine.” (Cp. XVIII, 1196.) 

The contention of modern rationalistic theologians that 
the “various theological tendencies’ (denominational divi- 
sions) are intended by God is neither Scriptural nor reason- 
able. 

--Selected 

the WORLD 
by M. L. NATTERER 

In Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast, a former French colony, 
an army of 1,500 artisans are working seven days a week to 
finish Our Lady of Peace in time for dedication next 
September. This is supposed to be the largest cathedral in 
the world. Hand-blown French stained glass in 4,000 
differenttintsis tocover2acres of windows--fourtimesthe 
stained glass in at Char&es, the French cathedral, Soon, 
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Italian marble tiles will cover the 7.4-acre esplanade, 
designed to hold 300,000 people. And by Christmas, the 
French builders plan to hoist the 31 O-ton cupola, a steel 
and stained-glass structure topped by a gold-painted 
globe and cross. Once in place, the 30-foot cross will 
tower 489 feet over the surrounding African Savannah. 
By contrast, thecross at St. Peter's in Rome rises to 452 
feet. Also built to be a basilica, the structurehereis 
623 feet long, about 20 feet longer than St. Peter's, 
Largely constructed by French and Israeli contractors, 
the basilica complex stretches 1,525 feet, about a third 
of amile, from the outermostI>oric column of the ellipti- 
cal esplanade to the outermost column above the nave. 
There are 272 columns some rising 101 feet in the air, 
with blocks of molded, high-density cement. The use of 
local sand give the ensemble a pinkish hue. A contrast- 
ing green will be added this spring when 75 acres of 
surrounging land is to be planted as ornamental French 
gardens. 

From the above description Our Lady of Peace will 
obviously be a magnificent structure which will un- 
doubtedly become the city's major attraction. How.many 
will gaze in awe upon the outward beauty of this building 
while neglecting to consider what is taught in it! It is 
a Roman Catholic structure, therefore we would naturally 
assume that RomanCatholic doctrine will be taught there. 
Andwhat do they teach, for example, concerning the chief 
doctrine of the Christian religion--how we are made 
righteous in thesight of God? Here are their own words: 
"If anyone says that justifying faith is nothing else 
than confidence in divine mercy, which remits sin for 
Christ's sake, or that it is this confidence alone that 
justifies us, let him be accursed/' (Council of Trent, 
Session VI). But read what GOD says in Romans 3:28; 
Ephesians 2:8,9;Titus 3:5-7. What constitutes the real 
beauty of a churchbuilding is the pure Word of God which 
is proclaimed from its pulpit! The building, no matter 
how awe-inspiring, will be destroyed, but thewordofthe 
Lord endures forever, (I Peter 1:23-25). 

Monty Burbank, 28, keeps pictures of his two daugh- 
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ters up on the walls of his cell in Washington State 
Reformatory at Monroe, Washington, right next to the 
calendar that he uses to count the days before he goes 
home-- to an Oregon prison. The Oregon prison system has 
become so crowded that, at least for now, it must house 
inmates far north of the Columbia River in Washington. 
The 158 inmates housed in Washington represent just one 
of the extreme measures required to handle Oregon% 
prison inmate glut. "It's screwed up," said Burbank, 
who is serving a life sentence for murder. "I think I 
speak for the majority of prisoners here." Oregon in- 
mates doing time at the medium-security prison northeast 
of Seattle say they believe they're getting a raw deal 
because of the hardships caused by the distance between 
them and their loved ones, he said. 

The above is a portion of a lengthier front-page 
article printed in the Sunday Oregonian, February 19. 
The solicitous attention given to those who have commit- 
ted heinous crimes by the news media reveals man's per- 
verted reason ! What about the rights of the innocent 
victims, the anguish and grief of those who have had a 
loved one murdered, etc. Because of man's perverted 
reason the murderer who clamors for his "rightsn often 
receives more sympathy than the innocent victims! The 
Lord reminds us that the government "beareth not the 
sword in vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger 
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil," (Romans 
13:4). One of the duties of the government is the 
"punishment of evildoers ,I' (I Peter 2:14). If the 
government were really a "terror,..to the evil" (Romans 
13:3) by meeting out just, swift and certain punishment 
to those who so flagrantly and impudent1 yviolatethe the 
laws insteadofallowing them to receive an absurd degree 
of indulgence andattention, we would certainlyobservea 
decrease in our crime rate. After all, a murderer who is 
put to death will never be inapositionto commit another 
murder! Even the devil acknowledged the death penalty 
to be a deterrent when he told the Lord, "Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a manhath will he give for his life." (Job 
2:4). How sad when thegovernment, at times, catersmore 
to the whimsof the transgressors instead of listening to 
the justifiable concerns of the law-abiding citizens! 
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The Rev Barbara Harris, with the voices of dissi- 
dents overwhelmed by cheers from thousands of fellow 
Episcopalians became the first woman elevated to bishop. 
Harris was greeted with a roar of approval from about 
8,000 people when she walked down the aisle in a Boston 
convention center to accommodate the crowd. When the 
chief consecrator, Rev. Edomond Browning,.asked the con- 
gregation if it was their will that Harris be ordained, 
they thundered out: "That is our will." "I will obey 
Christ and serve in His Name,“ Harris said. Her selec- 
tion touched off months-long debate within the Episcopal 
Church. Opponents included traditionalists who believe 
that .because the apostles were men, the position of 
bishop must be reserved for men. Others objected to 
Harris because of her lack of a college degree and formal 
seminary training and because of her relative inexperi- 
ence in parish ministerial work. Still others objected 
to her strongly liberal writings on gay rights, U.S. 
policy in Central America and internal church matters. 
But the January election was confirmed by a majority 118 
Episcopal dioceses across the country. 

The above news item is no surprise to us. Already 
in 1976 a vote by Episcopal bishops approved,ordination 
of women as priests. Since then, some 1,200 women have 
been ordained. Such is the way of error: "Toleration, 
equal rights, supremacy," (Conservative Reformation, 
pages 195, 196). The "will" of the congregation giving 
their approval to Barbara Harris was not in accord with 
God's Will which is revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures 
and clearly states that "it is a shame for women to speak 
in the church," (I Corinthians 14:35); she is not ":to 
teach, nor to usurp authority over the man," (I Timothy 
2:12). Mutual consent to do evil does not make it right! 
When Barbara Harris declared her intention to "obey 
Christ and serve in His Name" she was already disobeying 
His Word which denies to women, no matter how well quali- 
fied they may be, the Pastoral Office. The Lord Jesus 
declares, Vfaman loveHe. hewill keep My words/' (John 
14:23). To profess one's allegiance to the Lord and at 
thesametime refuse toobey His Word simply can not stand 
and brands the individual as one who really does not love 
the Savior who plainly states, "he that loveth Ue not, 
keepeth not My sayings," (John 14:24). 
===============z= 
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A group of biblical scholars agree that Jesus Christ 
never promised to return and usher in a new age and would 
have been "appalled about becoming a cult figure in a new 
religion, the group% founder said on March 6. About 100 
scholars, theologians and historians discussed the tea- 
chings of the historical Jesus in a three-day seminar. 
They agreed, with some dissensions, that Jesus did not 
promise a Second Cominginwhich He would bring a new age. 
The Seminar was held in Sonoma about40miles northof San 
Francisco. Robert Fund, a New Testament expert and the 
seminar founder, said most of its members believe that 
Jesus was a wandering sage and did not think He was 
divine, "although He felt very close to God." The group 
also voted overwhelmingly that the language used to de- 
scribe the future kingdom of God in the New Testament is 
mythic and symbolic, and recommended that people should 
not believe in or look forward to the Second Coming. 

"Then shall appear the sign of the Son of i&u in 
heaven;and thenshall all the tribes of the earthmourn, 
and they shall see theSbnof Man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory," (Matthew 24:30), 
"When the Son ofManshal1 come in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with Him then shall He sit upon the throne of 
His glory," (Matthew 25:31). "Hereafter shall ye see 
the Son of &bn sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the cZouds of heaven," (Matthew 26:64). 7!&3r- 
vel not at this; for the hour is coming, inthewtichall 
that are in the graves shall hear His voice, aad shall 
come forth; they that have done good, unto theresurrec- 
tion of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation," (John 5~28, 29). And so we 
could go on and on quoting Bible passages not only from 
the gospels, but also from the epistles. Nowwhomshall 
we believe: the Word of the all-wise and eternal God, or 
the word of man who is but dust and ashes? There is 
simply no doubt about it for those who have been trans- 
lated into the kingdom of light and know Him who is the 
Light of the world while the eyes of such so-called 
scholars, being blinded by the prince of darkness, still 
grope about "everlearning,asxineverahZetocome tothe 
kmmledge of the truth" (II Timothy 3:7) with their sin- 
darkened reason! 
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Construction of the new Mormon Temple won't be com- 
pleted until at least next spring, but the $20 million 
white marble StructureinLake Oswego, Oregon, is already 
a Northwest landmark. The structure, faced entirely in 
white marble with a green slate roof with 170-foot white 
spires, nests in the Douglas fir like an imposing medie- 
val castle. A 13-foot-high statue of the angel Moroni, 
covered with gold leaf, graces one of the temple's 
spires, sounding a trumpet. In accordance with Mormon 
practice, all costs for the 40,000-square-foot temple 
were covered before construe tion began. There are 47 
Mormon temples in existence or under construction 
throughout the world. The $20 million cost covers only 
the tab for building construction and does not include 
costs for extension of road or utility services to the 
site, landscaping, interior furnishings or the land. 

Just think! ThewholeMormonorganizationactually 
rests uponallegedvisions given to Joseph Smith in 1820, 
1823, 1827! During one of these visions Joseph Smith 
claimed that an angel named Moroni delivered the golden 
plates to him which he then proceeded to translate with 
the help of special eye-glasses and which was finally 
published in 1830 as the Book of Mormon. The three 
witnesses who also claimed that an angel showed the 
plates to them, were all later excommunicated from the 
Mormon church by Joseph Smith. The so-called golden 
plates nolonger exist since Joseph Smithclaimedthat he 
had to give them back to the angel. How dreadful that 
people will base their faith upon sinful man! By God's 
grace, we Christianshave Namoresurewordofprophecy" . 

"for the prophecy came not in old time bythewill of 
Li.- but holy lpeR of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost," (IIPeter 1:16-21). In the Church the Bible 
alone is to be the sole Rule and Norm of all Christian 
doctrine and not the word of man! For "all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God," (II Timothy 3:16). And 
this is the Word by which we have been born again and 
which lives and abides for ever! (I Peter 1:23-25). 

-0M.L.N. 
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THE 38TH ANNUAL 

of the 

CQNCURDIA LUTHERAN 

will be held, the Lord 

CONVENTION 

CONFERENCE 

willing, at 

kace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tinley krk, Illinois 

Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor 

JUNE 23--25, 1989 

--Convention Iheme-- 

If A Man Love Me, He Will Keep My Words. 
John 1423. 

--Convention Essay-- 

Cod’s Love Reflected In His Children 

Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Essayist 
Pastor of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Wilmot, South Dakota 
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SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS 
10200 - 62nd Avenue So. 
Seattle, Washington 98178 

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTH. CHURCH 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 

Currently meeting at the Seven 
Oaks Hotel, 1400 Austin Highway. 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

. 
Worship Servic;! . 

.at lo:20 a.m. 

.at 9:00 a.m. 
Rev. E. R, Stallings, Jr, Pastor 

110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 
Telephone: (512) 656-2125 

-------w--m 

PEACE EV, LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Ave. at 171st Place 
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477 

(South Suburban Chicago) 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

. .at 9:15 8.1. 
Uorship Servici . .at lo:30 a.m. 

Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor 
Telephone --Church Office and 

Pastor's Study: (312) 532-4288 
--Parsonage: (312) 532-9035 

Note : On the 1st & 3rd Sundays 
of each month, services are held 
in our Midland, Michigan chapel 
at 2409 Rodd Street. 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

. 
Uorship Servic; 1 - 

at 7:00 p.m. 
at 8:00 p.m. 

(Taped Services on other Sundays) 
-----w---w- 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 

Lebanon, Oregon 97355 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

Worship Servic; 
. .at 10:00 a.m. 

.at 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. M. 1. kerer., Pastor 

483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

Telephone: (503) 258-2941 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
55th Ave. S. & S. Fountajn St.' 

Seattle, Washington 98118 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

Uorship Servici 
. .at 9:15 a.m. 

.at lo:30 a.m. 
Rev. Paul R. sioedel, Pastor 

9658 - 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 98118 
Telephone : (206) 723-7418 

Note : Services are also held in 
the McCall Floral Chapel 
at 1400 Vancouver Street 

Victoria, British Colrrhia 
Sunday School . . .at 3:00 p.m. 
Worship Service . .at 3:45 p.m. 
Bible Class . . . .at 5:30 p.m. 

ST. STEPHEN’S EV, LUTH. CHURCH 
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 

Worship Service: 
(From June 1st to Sept. 30th 

.at 9:30 a.m. 
(From Oct. 1s; io May 31st) 

(SS & Bible Ci 
.at 10:00 a.m. 

ais after Service) 

Rev. Uark Y. Dierking, Pastor 
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 
Telephone: 1605) 938-4710 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 
PERIPATETIC SEMINARY 

Address all inquiries to the 
Camittee on Theol. Education 

in care of 
Rev. Mark Y. Bierking, chairman 

Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 
Telephone: (605) 938-4710 


