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STATEMENT of PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and plain
language the pure doctrine of God's
Word as taught by the true Lutheran
Church, in full accordance with the
Book of Concord of 1580 and the
Brief Statment of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scrip-
ture, what true Christians are to
believe and how, out of love for

A special notice of ex-.

-teaching

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly Tlives.

To furnish aids for Bible study
and articles for Scriptural devo-
tion and meditation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false
church body but that the congrega-
tions which form it confess, teach,
and practice the Word of God in its
full truth and purity and use the
Sacraments according to Christ's
institution. Al11 who do this are
the true visible Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share
our Scriptural position indoctrine
and practice, and to urge the mutual
public acknowledgment of such God-
given unity. Thus we shall be able
thereafter to practice a God-
pleasing Church fellowship with
them.

To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings
but that we are, by God's grace,
"perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment."”

To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church and to expose modern
philosophical thought and the so-
called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.

To expose particularly the false
and practice of the
various so-called "Lutheran"
church bodies by comparing their
teachings and practices with what
is plainly recorded in the Word of
God, in the Lutheran Confessions,
and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.

To expose false teaching and
practice wherever it makes its
appearance and to keep abreast of
the current happenings in the
church and among the nations as
signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our
reporting and freely to correct any
misinformation of which we are not
aware and which has been called to
our attention. Alsotoclarifyany
information or statement of doc-
trine or practice which may be
unclear to our readers or which may.
create a wrong impression.
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Che President’s
N Column

On November 8th we elected a new President and Vice-
President to lead our nation for the next four years. While
the men who attain to the highest office in our country are
usually endowed with the necessary talents to govern our
nation, nevertheless, they are not infallible but are-afflicted
with the same frailties that plague all of us. Consequently,
we Christians are exhorted by the Apostle that "supplica-
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made
for all men, for kings, and for all that are in authority, that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God,
our Savior," (I Timothy 2:1-3). An excellent prayer for our
government is found in the old Lutheran Book of Prayer on
pages 124 & 125:

Lord God, as I pray for all who are in authority, I thank
Thee especially for our form of government given us in
our beloved country. Give me the grace with my fellow
citizens to esteem the officers and the magistrates of
our Government as sent by Thee. Instill in me that
respect and honor which is due to them. 1 pray Thee,
Lord, endow them with wisdom for their several duties,
with a spirit of sacrifice for the common welfare, with
mercy and justice, with uprightness and kindliness.
Correct, I pray Thee, the evils of selfishness, greed,
vain desire for honor, or abuse of power in the govern-
ments of the world. Grant that the true purposes of
government prevail, safeguarding peace and prosperity,
to the end that we may live soberly and uprightly in Thy
sight and have opportunity to tell of Thee and Thy King-
dom. These petitions I direct to Thee because in Jesus
I know Thee as my Father and Lord. Amen.

We dare not forget that our existing form of government
is God's ordinance. How plainly this is stated by the Apostle
in his Epistle to the Romans. "Let every soul be subject unto
the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the

Page 71



powers that be are ordained of God," (Romans 13:1). There-
fore we are also to honor and respect those who are in
authority whether we deem them worthy of such esteem or not.
Woe betide those who arrogate to themselves this power by
rebelling against the existing form of government and its
laws. For in the very next verse the Apostle states, "Whoso-
ever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of
God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damna-
tion," (Romans 13:2). Of course, when those in authority
command us to do something which is contrary to the Word of
God, then we Christians have a higher obligation and must
declare with the Apostles when they were forbidden by the
authorities to preach the Gospel, "We ought to obey God
rather than men," (Acts 5:29). Fortunately, here in our coun-
try, we have various lawful means by which we are permitted
to voice our objections and thus seek to rectify what we may
consider to be contrary to the Constitution of our nation to
which all of our duly elected and appointed public officials
have pledged themselves to uphold. Few are the nations in-
deed that have this blessed privilege.

While God has instituted the Church and State, each has
its own particular sphere of activity so that the Church is not
to mix into the affairs of the State and the State is not to
mingle into the affairs of the Church. They must remain
separate. The Lord Jesus says, "Render unto Caesar the
things which are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are
God's,” {(Matthew 22:21). The State concerns itself primarily
with the body, while the Church's foremost concern is for the
soul. The commission to preach the Gospel (Mark 16:16) was
not given to the State but to the believers, the Church, who
are to preach and teach God's Word in all of its truth and
purity. And it is that individual who, by means of the Gos-
pel, has been brought out of darkness into the marvelous light
of Christ's glorious Kingdom, who is really the ideal citizen
of the nation. Why? Because he recognizes his obligations
and responsibilities as a citizen on the basis of God's Word
and seeks to fulfil the same according to the grace which the
Lord gives him being motivated by his love to his Savior. For
thus writes the Apostle Peter, "Submit yourselves to every
ordinance of man for the lord's sake: whether it be to the
king, as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are
sent by Him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well," (I Peter 2:13,14).
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By God's grace, the pastors of our Conference believe
and practice these principles set forth in Holy Writ concern-
ing the Church and State. While they strive to serve as
examples to their respective flocks also by carrying out their
specific duties as citizens of this country, they are careful
to observe their foremost responsibility as a curator of the
souls entrusted to their care by feeding them with the Word of
God (Acts 20:28). A politically-minded pastor can hardly be
a good soldier of Jesus Christ! "No man that warreth en-
tangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier," (II Timothy
2:4). Should we not at the close of the Old Year and the
entering of the New give thanks to our dear heavenly Father
that the Word, and nothing but the Word, still sounds forth
from our pulpits? For that is the Word through which the Holy
Spirit has brought us to faith and preserves us in the same as
long as we have our souls nourished with this Word and
continue to believe and take comfort in Him who is our Lord
and Savior, to whom be glory both now and forevermore!

Your servant in Christ,
M. L. Natterer, president
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Che Grare of God has Appeared
Ju the ﬂﬁahv nf Bethlehem

On Christmas Day, almost 2,000 years ago, the grace of
God was manifested in a special way. It appeared among men
in the person of the Christ Child born in Bethlehem. The
heathen were covered with the darkness of idolatry and the
Jews were blinded by the foolishness of self-righteousness.
Speaking of the coming Savior, the Prophet Isaiah writes,
"The people that walked in darkness have seen a great Light:
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined!" (9:2) As the sun penetrates mist and
clouds, and disperses the darkness, shining in all its glory
upon the earth, so also the Grace of God, God's undeserved
kindness, shines forth in the person of Jesus Christ, bringing
light, life, and salvation to a world lost in spiritual darkness.

The Apostle Paul writes in his letter to Titus, "The grace
of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared!" (Titus 2:11)
He is not speaking of the goodness or benevolence which God
bestows upon all creatures when He "maketh His sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on
the unjust.” (Matt. 5:45) He is speaking of that grace that
brings salvation--that grace by which the Lord God saves
sinners. He is speaking of SAVING GRACE!

Saving grace is NOT something in man--by which man
may convert and save himself, or by which a person is able to
make his own decision to accept Christ as his Savior, or
something which God injects into people as a reward for their
good works. Saving grace is a personal attitude in the Lord
God Himself. It is God own personal disposition of mercy
and good will by which He forgives the sins of those who are
worthy of eternal death in hell. It is the unmerited and
undeserved love, kindness, and favor of God toward lost and
condemned sinners!

The saving grace of God is not influenced in the least by
anything good in you. The slightest bit of merit or worthi-
ness, which you think you may possess, completely nullifies
and destroys the grace of God that brings salvation. If you
think that you can be saved, or help along toward your salva-
tion by something good in you, or by something good which
you have done or are about to do or are doing it at the present

Page 74



time--then you are NOT relying on the Saving Grace of God.
The Apostle Paul writes (Romans 11:6), "If by grace, then it is
no more of works. .. But if it be of works, then it is no more
grace!" You cannot be saved partly by the grace of God and
partly by your own good works. It must either be one or the
other! And since you cannot save yourself by your own good
works because you cannot make yourself perfect and holy in
God's sight, your salvation is possible only by the grace of
God.

Moreover, the Bible teaches ever so plainly that the Lord
God is gracious toward sinners ONLY for Christ's sake--only
for the sake of Him whose birthday we celebrate on December
25th. The Lord God is gracious toward sinners ONLY for the
sake of Him who, as the sinner's Substitute, redeemed all
people by His sinless LIFE and by His bitter SUFFERING and
DEATH on the cross for the sins of the world. There could be
NO Saving Grace, no grace for sinners, UNLESS the Holy Law of
God had been perfectly and sufficiently fulfilled and UNLESS
God's Justice had been fully satisfied by the holy life (active
obedience) and by the pains of Hell which our Savior suffered
(passive obedience) in our place. As a Christian, you must
NOT think of the grace of God apart from Christ and His work
of Redemption. While the works and merits of mankind, on
the one hand, are totally excluded from what the Bible teaches
about Saving Grace; the works and merits of Christ, on the
other hand, must necessarily be included in the Saving Grace
of God. The Bible says, "Not by works of righteousness which

we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us. . ."
(Titus 3:5) "All . . .being justified freely by His grace

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”" (Rom.
3:23,24) (See also Ephesians 2:8,9.)

These people who trust in the grace, love, and mercy of
God, but reject Christ and His precious work of Redemption,
actually trust in something that doesn't exist--they trust in
a false god, a god of their own imagination. The true God is
the God whose GRACE BRINGS SALVATION only through the
Babe of Bethlehem. That grace of God which Christmas
brings to us through the incarnate Son of God IS truly SAVING
GRACE! This is why Christmas means so much to every true
believing child of God!

--PRB
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Christ the Savinr is Born!

How extremely fast and almost fanatically eager the
world is to televise and to broadcast far and wide every bit of
news and gossip? Yet, the almighty Maker of “heaven and
earth and all that in them is" became a true man! The Creator
walked among His creatures as one of them! As a true human
being, God came into this world which He had made--with
what astonishing result? The world hailed Him with silence
and unconcern. The Bible says, "The world knew Him not!"
(John 1:10). The people of this world did not and do not to
this day recognize their own Creator in the person of Jesus
Christ, Mary's Baby Boy--so far and so thoroughly is the world
estranged from God!

We know from Scripture that all people, since the Fall of
Adam, are by nature living in spiritual darkness. The Bible
says, "They receive not the things of the Spirit of God!" (I
Cor. 2:14). By nature, as he is born into this world, there is
not a single person who is able to confess from the heart that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and the Savior of all
mankind. Of themselves they do not know and cannot know
the Babe of Bethlehem as their Savior and Redeemer.

Someone, however, may say, "Look at all the festivities
and celebrations carried on throughout the world at Christmas
time! Listen to the beautiful hymns and carols which are
heard everywhere! See the bright lights and beautiful dis-
plays along the city streets, in the store windows, in homes
and in churches! Does this not show that the world really has
recognized its Creator and Redeemer in the Christ Child, and
has received Him?" Such a person must however be either
very immature or he must have blinders on his eyes, plugs in
his ears and sawdust in his head which keeps him from being
aware of how little of the true Christ Child there is in
Christmas as it is celebrated throughout the world. The vast
majority of people, even in our own country, scoff at Christ
and His Word; most people blaspheme Him and crucify Him
anew by sinful living--choosing to remain ignorant with
regard to His Word of grace and truth.

We see people exchanging gifts at Christmas time BUT
FORGEITING the greatest and most precious Gift of all--the
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Savior who brings the forgiveness of sin and eternal salva-
tion. We see people celebrating Christmas with gay hilarity
and sinful pleasures BUT FORGEITING the One alone who
brings true and lasting joy and happiness to the souls of men.
We see, at Christmas time, the people of this world enjoying
the company of their friends and relatives BUT FORGETTING
their best and dearest Friend, the Friend of sinners who came
into this world to "seek and to save that which was lost,"
(Luke 19:10). We see, especially at Christmas time, many
people going to some church--any church--and at the same
time despising the Full Truth of God's Word and thereby
rejecting and denying the true Christ of Christmas. We see
many people regarding Christmas as a time for making and
spending money BUT FORGETTING their dearest and most
priceless Treasure: The Babe of Bethlehem and the salvation
which He brings for all sinful mankind!

Down through the centuries the people of Israel were
taught and prepared by the -prophets and holy men of old to
recognize their Messiah when He made His appearance among
them and, in a special way, they were prepared for His coming
by the startling ministry of John the Baptist. Yet, even His
own race, that race of people from whom our Savior descended
as a true man, did not receive Him. The Evangelist John
writes, "His own received Him NOT!" Those who were His own
people by virtue of the covenant which the Lord God had made
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, failed to receive Him--even
wilfully rejected Him, crying out before Pontius Pilate, "Away
with this Man!" "Let Him be crucified!" (Lk. 23:18; Mt.
27:22). Men and women of His own people, who had been
witnesses of His ministry, of His preaching and miracles, of
His goodness and mercy, DID NOT RECEIVE HIM! How
thorougly this world has been blinded by sin since the Fall of
Adam!

There are many today who claim to be God's own people,
who call themselves Christians, who erect beautiful churches,
who sing, pray, and preach; who cry out "Lord, Lord!"™ (Mt.
7:21), yet, who insist on following a course which is contrary
to His Word and denounce those who confess God's Word in its
full truth and purity. Such people do not receive the Christ
Child BUT actually blaspheme Him and reject Him even as did
the Jews of old among whom our Savior was born and lived out
His life.
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Even though most people, actually the vast majority of
people, reject the Christ of Christmas, yet there are some
who, by God's grace as true children of Abraham, RECEIVE
Him, ACCEPT Him, CLING TO Him, KNOW Him, and BELIEVE on
His Name! Such SAVING FAITH in Christ fills the soul of the
believer with true spiritual light; it fills the heart with holy
joy, and the mind with that peace of which the angels sang on
that holy night of our Savior's birth, the peace which "passeth
all understanding" (Phil. 4:7) and which the world can neither
give nor take away!

To such people, in whom saving faith itself is a pure gift
of God's grace and mercy (without any merit or worthiness in
them), God gave the power to become His own dear children
(John 1:12). The eternal Son of God was made flesh; He
became the Son of Man that mankind, through faith in Him,
might become the sons of God (Gal. 4:4-7); that all who
believe in Jesus as their only Savior and Redeemer might call
God, "Our Father!" In this way mankind may receive the full
benefit of the Life, Office, and Work of the Christ Child
whose birth we celebrate at Christmas time.
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THE FALSE CLAIMS OF THE MILLENIALISTS
An Essay delivered at the 1988 CLC Convention
by the Rev. E. R. Stallings

Part 1I: How the False Doctrine of the Millenium
Contradicts the True Doctrines of the End of the World,
and how Other Fundamental Doctrines are Denied

At the very outset of this section it is important to
point out that the claims of a future earthly reign of Christ,
which is what Millenialists claim, contradict what Christ
Himself plainly taught of His kingdom. Jesus says in John
18:36, "My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of
this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be
delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence."
No words of Scripture can be any more clear! Christ expli-
citly states that His kingdom is not of this world, that is, not
a worldly, earthly kingdom. - He then goes so far as to tell us
that if His kingdom were of this world, then His servants
would fight, that is, they would resort to taking up arms to
prevent the Jews from capturing Him. Jesus would not have
told Peter on that Maundy Thursday evening in the Garden of
Gethsemane to put up his sword into its sheath. If Christ's
kingdom were of this world, He would have championed the
views of the chief priests and scribes to restore again the
kingdom to Israel. Christ would have been hailed by the
Jewish leaders as the Messiah for whom they were looking.

Yet in spite of this clear text of John 18:36, millenia-
lists attempt to use this very passage to support their false
doctrine. They point to the last clause of this verse which
reads: "But now is my kingdom not from hence." The crucial
word is, "now." Millenialists say that it is true that Christ's
first coming, His coming into the flesh at Bethlehem, was not
for the purpose of setting up an earthly kingdom, but that at
the end of this present age Christ will set up an earthly
kingdom. Thus, the millenialists interpret Christ's words,
"but now is my kingdom not from hence, to mean, "not right
now is my kingdom from hence, but later it will be." However,
the word, "now" (vuv in Greek), is not, in this verse, an adverb
of time, but an adverb of logic. Thus, the word, now, has the
sense of, "as it is." "But as it is my kingdom is not from
hence."
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Thus the false doctrine of the Millenium causes people
to look forward to some grand era of temporal peace and
earthly glory. It diverts people's attention away from seek-
ing Christ's spiritual kingdom now by faith, and the hope of
glory in heaven above. Indeed, Colossians 3:1-2 says in
most clear and unmistakable words: "If ye then be risen
(spiritually) with Christ, seek those things which are above,

where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set vyour
affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”
Moreover, when speaking of His kingdom, Jesus clearly said
to the Pharisees in a passage we quoted earlier, "The kingdom
of God cometh not with observation: neither shall they say, Lo
here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within
you," (Luke 17:20-21). Furthermore, just prior to His suffer-
ing and death as He was having a long discourse with His
disciples as recorded in John 14-16, Jesus nowhere directs
His disciples to look for a future, earthly kingdom, but to
heaven above. In John 14:2-3 Jesus says, "In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. Igo to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself: that where I am, there ye may be also." Also signifi-
cant is what the angels said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven," (Acts 1:11). The angels instructed
the disciples to look forward to Jesus'return on the Last Day.
In that context he urges us as Christians to look forward, not
to an earthly kingdom, but to heaven itself. He says, "Never-
theless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness," (II Peter
3:13). Nowhere in Scripture are we taught to look for a future
kingdom of God on earth.

Another doctrine or teaching of Scripture which the
Millenium contradicts is the fact of the unknown time of
Christ's return on the Last Day. While this may seem to be a
very simple point, its very simplicity makes the Millenium all
the more astonishing. If there were such a thing as a literal
one thousand year reign of Christ on earth which will end with
Judgment Day, then all people could calculate the end of the
world as soon as the Millenium would begin. However, our
Saviour Himself says, "But of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only," (Mat-
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thew 24:36). Paul says in I Thessalonians 5:2-3, "For your-
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a
thief in the night. For when they shall say, peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape.”" Again, II Peter
3:10 says, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up."

It is certainly gross error and a refusal to honor Scrip-
ture when men of all times have sought to calculate the end of
the world. "Date-setters" have been found in sects of every
generation. The Jehovah's Witnesses who have traditionally
held to a "Post-millenial" view had to change their dates so
many times that one would think they would cease. Their
founder, Charles Taze Russell, predicted that in 1914 the
kingdom of God would be set up on earth. World War I quickly
dashed this hope. Then, more recently. Hal Lindsey, the au-
thor of a best-selling book in the 1970's, The Late Great
Planet Earth, virtually predicted that the rapture and the
ensuing millenial reign of Christ would occur around 1984.
Lindsey is a graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary.

The false doctrine of the Millenium also denies the
Scripture doctrine of one bodily resurrection which is to take
place on the Last Day. According to Pre-millenialists, those
who say that Christ will come before the Millenium to rapture
the Church, there will be two bodily resurrections: one before
the Millenium, and one at the end of the Millenium when
Christ returns to judge the world. The favorite passage of
Millenialists is I Thessalonians 4:16-17: "For the Lord him-
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
According to Millenialists, this text proves a resurrection
and rapture before the Millenium. However, this text simply
describes how the believers on Judgment Day will be resur-
rected and taken up to meet the Lord. There is no indication
of a Millenium to follow. In addition, Millenialists point to
Revelation 20:5 which says, "But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the
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first resurrection." However, the context of the chapter
along with all other passages dealing with the resurrection
shows the first resurrection to be not a bodily, but a spiritual
resurrection of the heart. It is the rising from spiritual
death at conversion. This is why the next verse, Revelation
20:6 says, "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death (damnation in hell)

hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with him a thousand years." The second
death, damnation, will have no power over anyone who under-
goes the spiritual resurrection of faith in Christ for the
forgiveness of sins. That the first resurrection is a spiri-
tual one is shown also in Colossians 3:1 which says, "If ye
then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." If this were a
bodily resurrection, we would already be above and not need to
seek things above!

Indeed, God's Word clearly teaches only ome bodily
resurrection, and that takes place on the Last Day, the Resur-
rection Day. In John 6:40 Jesus says, "And this is the will of
him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and
believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise
him up at the last day." Likewise, when Jesus spoke with
Martha at the tomb of Lazarus, He said, "Thy brother shall
rise again." Then Martha confessed the truth she had learned
from her Saviour, namely, "I know that he shall rise again in
the resurrection at the last day," (John 11:24). Jesus did not
correct Martha for she spoke the truth of the one bodily
resurrection of the Last Day. Likewise, in John 5:28-29 our
Saviour says, "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrec-
tion of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec-
tion of damnation.” In this text Jesus does not speak of one
resurrection of believers before the Millenium and another
resurrection at the end of the world. There is one Resurrec-
tion Day, the Last Day, when all the dead, both believers and
unbelievers will rise. The only distinction will be that the
believers will rise to eternal life in heaven, whereas the
unbelievers will rise to be condemned to hell. In addition, in
I Corinthians 15 the Apostle Paul devotes the entire chapter
to the fact of the bodily resurrection of the Last Day and its
direct connection with the resurrection of Christ. Paul
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says, 'Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead,
how say some among you that there is no resurrection (singu-
lar) of the dead? But if there be no resurrection (singular)
of the dead, then is Christ not risen," (I Corinthians 15:12-
13). Many, many other texts can also be referred to.

Still another doctrine which the Millenium contradicts
is the fact that the Church of believers on earth must live
under a cross of suffering or trial and tribulation. The tea-
ching of the Millenium asserts that the Church will be
raptured out before any period of suffering, and that during
an alleged Millenium there will be no suffering and persecu-
tion, but perfect peace on earth. Yet the Bible tells us that
the Church of believers will not be exempt from suffering and
persecution. Instead, the Bible promises us that we shall
suffer as Christians. Our Lord Jesus says, "Think not that I

am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but

a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man's
foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth
father and mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is
not worthy of me," (Matthew 10:34-36). In Acts 14:22 we
read, "And that we must through much tribulation enter into
the kingdom of God." Philippians 1:29 says, "For unto you it
is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for his sake.”" In II Timothy 3:1 Paul says,
"This know also that in the last days perilous times shall
come." In II Timothy 3:12-13 Paul says, "Yea, and all that
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But
evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived." Likewise, Christ lovingly forewarns us
that the world will most assuredly hate us as Christians when
He says in John 15:18-20, "If the world hate you, ye know that
it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the
world would love its own: but because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted
me, they will also persecute you." Finally, the Book of Re-
velation presents in figurative, symbolic, and picture lan-
guage an overview of the conditions of the entire New Testa-
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ment period (the thousand years) wherein we find that the
Church, especially in the very end times, will be severely
afflicted and persecuted. For example, one of the elders
standing before the throne of God asked, "What are these
which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And
I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,"
(Revelations 7:13-14). Likewise, Revelations 20 presents
the final assault of Satan and the world upon the Church which
shall take place just before the end. It says, "And when the
thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his
prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the
seas. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints (the Church) about, and the
beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and
devoured them."

As we shall bring out in the final section of this essay,
we Christians, although we must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God, we shall do so with much hope,
and with the certainty of overcoming through faith in Christ.
As Christ says, "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be
of good cheer; I have overcome the world," (John 16:33).

The next doctrine which the Millenium contradicts, and
terribly so, is the fundamental doctrine of the finished work
of Christ on earth. If there were work for Christ to do on
earth, He would not have ascended into heaven to sit exalted
at the Right Hand of God. In His high priestly prayer in John
17, just before going off to suffer and die, Jesus said to the
Father: "I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the

work which thou gavest me to do," (John 17:4). Also, accor-
ding to millenialists, when Christ returns to earth to set up
His millenial kingdom, the Old Testament sacrifices will be
re-established. Such a re-activating of the Old Testament
animal sacrifices which in their proper time pointed ahead to
Christs's once-for-all sufficient sacrifice on the cross, de-
nies this once-for-all completed sacrifice. It is a reverting
back to types and shadows, and denies the substance and
fulfillment of these types which Christ achieved in His first
coming. It undermines the entire Book of Hebrews wherein
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the holy writer devotes chapter after chapter to assure us of
the fact that Christ has fulfilled all that the Old Testament
sacrifices stood for. Hebrews 9:28 says, "So Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them who look for
him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salva-
tion." When Christ comes back, it will be without regard to
sin and further work of saving souls, but unto salvation, that
is, unto the fulness of our salvation in heaven. Again, He-
brews 10:12-14 says, "But this man, after that he had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of
God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his
footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified.”" Indeed, for our Exalted Christ to
leave His throne of glory at God's Right Hand to come back to
earth to sit on an earthly throne of David and there to behold
the Jews offering animal sacrifices again would be an abom-
ination to Christ, and constitute an utter blasphemy. It
would amount to a complete reversal and undoing of all that
Christ accomplished in His first coming as our humble, Suf-
fering Servant.

Next, the false doctrine called the Millenium contradicts
and undermines the fact of Scripture that people have one
opportunity of grace, namely, the time of life on earth that we
have before we die, or before the Lord comes back to end the
world. We are now living in the day or period of grace when
people can still hear the Word, repent, and be saved by faith
in Christ. The Bible says, "And as it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment," (Hebrews 9:27).
Also, II Corinthians 6:2 says, "Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold now is the day of salvation.” If the doctrine of
the Millenium were true, then there would be second chances
for both Jews and Gentiles during the Millenium. All the
unbelievers who were left after the so-called rapture would
have the opportunity of getting saved sometime during the
Millenium. Yet again, Scripture knows of no second chances!
(It should be inserted here that if only unbelievers are left
after the so-called rapture, how could there be perfect peace
and harmony on earth during the Millenium? Perfect peace
and harmony can exist only where there is no sin! Such will
be the case only in heaven!)

'This false hope of second chances which must be the
case if there were a Millenium is especially damaging to the

Page 85



efforts of the Church to witness the Gospel to Jews who still
reside in unbelief. According to Millenialists, as we stated
earlier, Jews are treated even now as being God's chosen
people, and that during the Millenium they will suddenly be
converted. (Here one wonders how they are now God's people,
but still need to be converted during the Millenium!) Be as it
may according to fiction, Jews are essentially saved before
the Millenium simply by being Jews, and Jews are saved during
the Mellenium because all Jews will be converted in a national
conversion. However, Paul the Apostle says, "For they are
not all Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because they are
of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed
be called. That is, They which are the children of the flesh,
these are not the children of God," (Romans 9:6b-8).

Furthermore, by teaching that Jews are God's chosen
people even as they reject the Christ of the Bible, undermines
the clear teaching of Scripture that Christ is the only way to
heaven! Christ says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me," (John 14:6). Also,
Acts 4:12 says, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved." Yet, Millenialists all over the
country worship and pray with the Jews and call them breth-
ren!

As we can see, the false claims of the teaching of the
Millenium are not harmless, but hinder true mission work, and
contradict and deny even fundamental doctrines of the Bible.

--ERS

- — — — — e — — — — —-— g ey — — — — o=t —_— -

Page 86



ARGHND the WORLD

by M.L. NATTERER

What began as a religious practice within one church
body has become a major source of information for the third
most popular hobby in the United States. The Mormon Church
offers the public access to the most complete genealogical
library in the world. The church's Family History Center in
Salt Lake City, Utah, has one million reels of microfilm with
birth, death and other information about 1.5 billion people
who have lived during the past 500 years. Although the
library assists anyone who wants to search out the family
tree, the original reason for establishing genealogical files
was religious, according to the director of Seminaries and
Institutes of Religion for the Eugene, Oregon area Mormon
churches. "We believe that baptism can be done by proxy by
those who come later. Seeking to know who has lived before
to provide baptism was the original reason for genealogical
researches by the church. The discovery of ancestral family
groupings and provision of baptism rites for them is impor-
tant to Mormon families. It is our doctrine that when the
body dies, the spirit enters the 'spirit world,' where all
spirits have the opportunity to hear the Gospel."

The Scriptural principle is plain: No one can be saved by
another’'s faith! The Prophet declares, "The just shall live by
‘his faith,” (Habakkuk 2:4). The Lord Jesus tald the woman
who had anointed Him, "Thy faith hath saved thee; go in
peace,” (Luke 7:50), And againin Mark 16,"He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved,” (v.16). Baptism by proxy
was a scheme originating in the fertile mind of Joseph Smith
who taught, "The greatest responsibility in this world that
God has laid upon us 1s to seek after our dead.” But, "it is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment,”
(Hebrew 9:27). Instead of wasting their time on "endless
genealogies"” (I Timothy 1:4), the Mormons should seek to
have their own names recorded in God's Book by repenting of
their sins and believing in the only true God of the Bible who
"so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever-
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lasting life,"” (John 3:16). In following the fahles of Joseph
Smith and zealously spreading his lies, the Mormons not only
destroy their own souls but also lead vast numbers of people
into darkness. Only the glorious light of God's Word can
plierce that darkness! "The entrance of Thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple,” (Psalm
119:130).
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Some Unification Church members are upset because
their church founder, Rev. Sun Myung Moon, believes one of
his followers from Zimbabwe is the reincarnation of his son,
Heung Jin Nim who was killed in an automobile accident in
1984 at age 17. According to The Washington Post, Dick
Richard, a former seminary student at the Unification Thec-
logical Seminary in upstate New York, said that in "mid-
November, I was told there was a black brother from Africa
who had been prepared by Jesus...and that Heung Jin Nim had
assumed his body...It obviously scared a lot of people
there...but they went along with the whole thing because it
came from Rev. Moon, the Messiah." The reincarnation inci-
dent has caused what some followers of Moon are calling the
biggest theological upheaval in the 34-year history of the
Unification Church. The Zimbabwean, who has taken the
name of Heung Jin Nim, has been traveling to church parishes
around the world, preaching. "This guy talks non-stop," said
John Raineri, a photographer for the World and I, sister
publication to The Washington Times. "I've seen him speak
for three days straight, he doesn't rest the whole time."”

What the Lord Jesus has predicted, is surely being ful-
filled! '"Many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many,” (Matthew 24:11). The blasphemous claims of Sun
Myung Moon, the gullibility and false zeal of his followers,
reveal the tremendous power of the father of all lies in these
last evil days of the world. It is interesting to note that
those groups commonly referred to as cults (Jehovah Witnes-
ses, Mormon, Christian Scientists, Moonies, etc.) sprang up
in the 1800s and since then have multiplied and flourished
like the obnoxious weeds in a garden. Thus it would appear
as though we were now living in that "Little season” in which
the devil has been loosed (Revelation 20:3). This "giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils"” (I Timothy
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4:1) should remind us Christians to watch and pray lest we
enter into temptation (Matthew 26:41) and to make faithful
use of God's Word, "which effectually worketh also in you that
believe,” (I Thessalonians 2:13). At the same time, such
things should comfort us Christsians that it will not be long
and the Savior will burst forth in the clouds of heaven to take
us Homel
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Scientists claim to have found our common ancestor - a
woman who lived 200,000 years ago and left resilient genes
that are carried by all of mankind. Scientists' are calling her
Eve, but reluctantly. The scientists' Eve - subject of one of
the most provocative anthropological theories in a decade -
was more likely a dark-haired, black-skinned woman, roaming
a hot savanna in search of food. She was as muscular as
Martina Navratilova, maybe stronger; she might have torn
animals apart with her tools. She was not the only woman on
earth, nor necessarily the most attractive or maternal. She
was simply the most fruitful. When scientists announced
their "discovery" of Eve last year, they rekindled perhaps the
oldest human debate: where did we come from? What's start-
ling about this Eve is that she lived 200,000 years ago. This
date challenges many evolutionists' conviction that the hu-
man family tree began much earlier.

Those who have put their trust in man's puny wisdom
have built their house on sinking sand (Matthew 7:26,27).
Many of his theories dealing with the origin of the world and
the human race have either fallen by the wayside or been
competely revised. How utterly absurd to base one's faith
upon man who lives out his allotted life-span and then goes
back to the dust of the ground. Such fall under the condem-
nation of the eternal God. "Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be
the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose heart departeth from the Lord,” (Jeremiah 17:5). The
sin-ridden perverted reason of man rebels against the plain
Scriptural facts -~ not theories = which are so majestically
and amply set forth in the first chapters of Genesis., God
created the world in six ordinary days; Adam and Eve, our
first parents, came forth from the creating hand of God not as
irrational brutes, but perfect human beings, having been
created in the image of God. Too difficult? "Behald, I am
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the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for
Me? (Jeremiah 32:27 ). With the almighty God, "all things are
possible,” (Matthew 19:26).
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More Americans believe in Jesus Christ but a smaller
percentage belong to churches than did a decade ago, says a
major Gallup Poll released in July. The nationwide poll, called
"The Unchurched American," found that 84 percent of those
surveyed believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ, compared
with 78 percent in a 1978 Gallup Poll. Forty-four percent of
respondents were not church members or have not attended
regular services in six months, compared with 40 percent of
those polled a decade ago. The new poll was conducted by the
Gallup Organization of Princeton, N.J., for 22 religious or-
ganizations. There was no significant change, however, in
the view held by more than three-fourths of those surveyed
that a person can be a good Christian even if he or she does
not attend church.

"Can a person be a good Christian even if he or she does
not attend a church?"” Let the Lord answer this question from
His Word. Already in the 3rd Commandment He declares,
"Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it haly,” (Exodus 20:8).
Although the day is no longer binding upon us Christians
(Colossians 2: 16,17) the moral precept to worship still
stands. Following the example of the early Christians we
have our public worship on Sunday, the Lord's Day, (Acts
20:7). There we Christians gather for joint worship, prayer,
and the administration of the Sacraments under the guidance
of our divinely-called pastor (Acts 20:28) who feeds our souls
with the Word of Life (I Peter 5:2). When we refuse to attend
public worship we sin against the 3rd Commandment and
despise the Pastoral office to which the Lord directs us (Luke
10:16). We are "not to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together as the manner of some is,” that is, those who simply
don't care about God's Word. If a person is a Christian he or
she will want to attend chuch, particularly, that church which
teaches God's Word in all of its purity., He or she who
refuses to come to the public worship service is actually
saying, "Lord, I believe in you, but I don't want to obey you.”
Now how can one justifiably call himself a Christian when the
Lord says, "He that is of God heareth God's words,” (John
8:47)2222
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LORD JESUS CHRIST, THY MANGER IS

O Jesus Christ,
Thy manger is my paradise at which my soul reclineth.
For there, O Lord, doth lie the Word made flesh for us;
Herein Thy grace forthshineth!

He whom the sea and wind obey
Doth come to serve the sinner in great meekness.
Thou, God's own Son, with us art one,
Dost join us and our children in our weakness.

Thy light and grace our guilt efface.
Thy heavenly riches all our loss retrieving.
Immanuel, Thy birth doth quell the power of hell
and Satan's bold deceiving.

Thou Christian heart, whoe'er thou art,
Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move theel
For God's own Child, in mercy mild, joins Thee to Him;
--how greatly God must love thee!

Remember thou what glory now the Lord prepared thee for
all earthly sadness.
The angel host can never boast of greater glory,
greater bliss or gladness.

The world may hold her wealth and gold;
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true Treasure.
To Him hold fast until at last a crown be thine and
honor in full measure.

--Paul Gerhardt

Melody by Johann Crueger
The Lutheran Hymnal, 81.
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