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STATEMENT of PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and plain
language the pure doctrine of God's
Word as taught by the true Lutheran
Church in full accordance with the
Book of Concord of 1580 and the
Brief Statment of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scrip-
ture, what true Christians are to
believe and how, out of love for

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study
and articles for Scriptural devo-
tion and meditation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false
church body but that the congrega-
tions which form it confess, teach,
and practice the Word of God in its
full truth and purity and use the
Sacraments according to Christ's
institution. A1l who do this are
the true visible Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share
our Scriptural position indoctrine
and practice, and to urge the mutual
public acknowledgment of such God-
given unity. Thus we shall be able
thereafter to practice a God-
pleasing Church fellowship with
them.

To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings
but that we are, by God's grace,
"perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment."

To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church and to expose modern
philosophical thought and the so-
called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.

To expose particularly the false
teaching and practice of the
various so-called *Lutheran"
church bodies by comparing their
teachings and practices with what
is plainly recorded in the Word of
God, in the Lutheran Confessions,
and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.

To expose false teaching and
practice wherever it makes its
appearance and to keep abreast of
the current happenings in the
church and among the nations as
signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our
reporting and freely to correct any
misinformation of which we are not
aware and which has been called to
our attention. Alsotoclarifyany
information or statement of doc-
trine or practice which may be
unclear to our readers or which may
create a wrong impression.



Che President’s
S Column

Recently the Sunday morning sermon themes on an out-
door church bulletin board have been attracting my attention.
Here are some samples: "JOE AND MARY'S SON MAKES IT
BIG!" "UP, UP, AND AWAY!" "FISH FRY TODAY!" "YAKETY
- YAK, YAKETY YAK!" "JESUS GOES FOR THE GOLD!" This bul-
letin board stands in front of the local Missouri Synod church.

Such sensational and eye-catching themes are nothing
new. Many of the Reformed churches and particularly the
Pentecostal churches have been notorious in this respect for
a number of years. But to observe such sensationalistic
themes on the bulletin board of a Lutheran Church is espe-
cially disheartening. One wonders whether or not such themes
are really indicative of the preaching that goes on from the
pulpit!

Such sensationalistic themes have not found their way
into our midst and I pray that they never will! I say this not
in pharisaical pride, but in all humility with thankfulness to
our dear heavenly Father for His grace. First of all, by God's
grace, we do not have to resort to such sensationalism to gain
the attention of our members, since most of them are firmly
rooted and grounded in the truths of God's Word and realize
their need and privilege to hear that precious Word
proclaimed in the public worship service. Secondly, we do
not need such sensationalism to attract the outsiders. Our
main attraction must always be the Word of God. Why?
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God"
(Romans 10:17). Thirdly, while the Word of God is to be
proclaimed in the language of the common people, it is to be
presented in a dignified and proper manner. In Luther's
explanation to the Third Commandment we Lutherans confess
that we earnestly desire to hold the Word of God "sacred and
gladly hear and learn it." And the Lord says through the pen
of the Prophet Isaiah, "To this man will I look, even to him
that is poor and of a contrite spirit and trembleth at My Word"
(Isaiah 66:2). Where the Word of God is presented merely in
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such a sensationalistic manner which causes people to
chuckle and laugh, then it is not being held sacred and holy,
but is dragged down to the level of a joke. We pray that it
may always be a characteristic of our pastors and lay people
to declare with the Psalmist, "My heart standeth in awe of Thy
Word" (Psalm 119:161).

Just think of the seriousness of the message which true
Lutheran pastors are privileged to proclaim! There is the
holy Law of God before which we stand condemned because we
"all have sinned and come short of the glory of God" (Romans
3:23). And remember when God gave His Law through Moses
on Mt. Sinai, the people were terrified and cried to Moses,
"Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak
with us, lest we die" (Exodus 20:19). And since all of us are
already by nature lost and condemned, ruined in body and soul,
there is only one sentence a just and holy God could pronounce
upon us! "The wages of sin is death"” (Romans 6:23). But
thanks be to our dear heavenly Father for the grace and mercy
He has revealed unto us in His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. By
His substitutional suffering and death, He has appeased the
righteous wrath of God which He had against all men. Jesus
fulfilled the Law perfectly for us--"By the obedience of One
shall many be made righteous.”" By His sacrifice on the cross
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being
made a curse for us" (Gal. 3:13). Jesus endured poverty,
bitter hatred and persecution, allowing Himself to suffer and
die as "the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the
world" (John 1:29). Just think! "Such an High Priest became
us who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,
and made higher than the heavens" (Heb. 7:26), to serve and
"to give His life a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). Now, "he
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life" (John 3:36).

The joyous Gospel message fills our hearts with such joy
and peace in believing (Romans 15:13), that we earnestly
strive with the aid of the Holy Spirit to show forth the
praises of Him who hath called us out of darkness into His
marvelous light (I Peter 2:9). May God grant us His Holy
Spirit that we may continue to praise Him in word and deed,
holding His Word sacred by devoutly hearing it and reverently
speaking of it!

Your servant in Christ,
--M. L. Natterer, President
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CONVENTION DIGEST

37th Annual Convention
of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference

Each soul in our Conference can rejoice and give thanks
unto God that, by His grace, our pastors, delegates and visi-
tors to the 37th Annual Convention truly endeavored to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace while earnestly
contending for the faith once delivered unto the saints. The
Convention, hosted this year by St. Luke's Lutheran Church,
Seattle, Washington, June 24-26, was a blessing for all in
attendance, and, we hope, for those not able to be there, as
delegates and visitors went home and shared their ex-
periences with their respective congregations. Indeed, to
that end, our pastors met in conference on Tuesday and
Wednesday preceeding the Convention sessions and enjoyed
the same blessed fellowship as did the entire Convention
assembled. As hard as Satan has attacked us over these past
few years (in fact, has there been a time in the thirty-plus
years of the Conference when Satan has not worked hard to
destroy this unity we share in Christ?), it is a never-ending
source of comfort to see Christ always triumph through His
Word.

The theme of our Convention this year, "The End of All
Things Is At Hand," was both appropriate and timely; and the
Rev. M. L. Natterer, pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church,
Lebanon, Oregon and the President of our Conference, set the
tone for the Convention in the opening service with an edi-
fying and instructive sermon in which he urged each of us to
ask the question, "Do We Strive to Live Every Day in the Light
of Judgment Day?" Each member of our Conference is urged
to read this sermon in its entirety in our Convention Pro-
ceedings when available later this year. The host pastor, the
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, served as liturgist for the opening
service.

The Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr., pastor of Holy Scripture
congregation, San Antonio, Texas, prepared and delivered an
excellent essay on the false and unScriptural notion that
Christ is going to establish a millenial (thousand year) king-
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dom here on earth. The essay focused not only on the nega-
tive, the false teaching, but also, in showing the error of this
myth, brought out clearly the correct and Scriptural teaching
regarding the last days, Judgment Day itself, and the true
hope of Christians, eternal bliss in heaven. The essay was
delivered in three parts. The first part was simply an ex-
planation and description of the so-called Millenium. The
second section clearly showed how the false doctrine of the
Millenium contradicts the true doctrines of the last things
and of the end of the world, and how other fundamental doc-
trines are denied by the Millenium. Finally, Pastor Stallings
explained what practical lessons are to be learned from the
study of the false claims of the Millenialists. Among these
practical lessons were: 1) That we Christians are to "try the
spirits whether they are of God," I John 4:1; 2) That Chris-
tians must constantly be on guard against carnal-minded-
ness, that is, setting our affections "on things above, not on
things on the earth,"” Col. 3:1-2; and 3) That there is not
better way to prevent carnal-mindedness than to simply focus
our minds and hearts on the true and blessed doctrines of the
end of all things. As always, then, our essay was not only
instructional and therefore edifying, but it also was and is of
great practical importance, for "the end of all things is at
hand," and Christians must not only be prepared, but anxious-
ly awaiting the day of their deliverance from this vale of
tears to the glory of heaven through Christ our Lord!

On Sunday morning (June 26), a Divine Service was held
in which members of St. Luke's and visitors, under the au-
spices of the local congregation, received the body and blood
of the Savior in the Lord's Supper for the forgiveness of their
sins and strengthening of their Christian faith. The Rev.
Mark W. Dierking of St. Stephen's congregation, Wilmot, South
Dakota, preached a sermon based upon Acts 17:31,32a. The
central theme of this sermon was simply the fact that "God
Hath Appointed A Day in the which He Will Judge the World in
Righteousness." In this sermon, he set forth in plain Scrip-
tural terms the fact of Judgment Day, what Christ says of the
Day itself and of those events leading up to that Day, and
what Christians are to watch for and be on guard against. In
the second part of his sermon, he pointed out that the
Righteous Judgment of the Last Day will be on the basis of the
Law, and that, of course, means that no man could stand
before the Judgment seat of Christ were it not for the sub-
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stitutionary life and death of the Son of God, our Savior. But
by grace through faith, Christians put on the righteousness
of Christ and can, therefore, look forward to the Day of
Judgment as a Day of Deliverance. (Note: This sermon also
will be reproduced in its entirety in the Proceedings of the
Convention.)

Present at our 37th Annual Convention were 5 pastoral
delegates and 9 lay delegates. Nearly 200 people were in
attendance at the two Divine Services held at the Convention
with approximately 69 communing Sunday morning--33 as
guests of St. Luke's. There were approximately 78 guests at
the Convention sessions.

Each Convention session was opened in the Name of the
Triune God with an appropriate devotion led by one of our
pastors.

The election of officers and standing committees were
as follows:

CGFFICERS:
President: The Rev. M. L. Natterer
Vice-President: The Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr.
Secretary: The Rev. Mark W. Dierking
Treasurer: Mr. Victor K. Bloedel
Board Member-at-Large (Mid-West): Mr. Lloyd D. Martin
Board Member-at-Large (Far-West): Mr. Raymond S. Kusumi

STANDING COMMITTEES:

Editorial Committee: Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr. (Editor), Rev.
M. L. Natterer (Asst. Editor), and Mr. Lloyd E. Martin.

Committee on Theol. Education: Rev. Mark W. Dierking,
(Chairman), Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Mr. John Steinke, and Mr.
Lloyd E. Martin.

Committee on Missions: Rev. Paul R. Bloedel (Chairman),
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Mr. Lloyd D. Martin, Mr. Henry
Fischer, and Mr. John Steinke.

Committee on Lutheran Union: Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr.
(Chairman), Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Rev. David T. Mensing,
and Mr. Victor K. Bloedel
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Finance Committee: Mr. Victor K. Bloedel (Treasurer), Mr.
Mark Natterer, Mr. Phillip Martin, and Mr. David Steinke.

Publishing House Board of Control: Rev. Paul R. Bloedel
(Chairman), Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Mr. Robert G. Bloedel, Mr.
Victor K. Bloedel, and Mr. Raymond S. Kusumi.

All elections were declared unanimous.

Each Committee submitted its report to the Convention.
The following are highlights of each Committee Report:

Committee on Theol. Education: The basic courses for Pre-
Seminary training were presented and adopted in this report.
They include: Catechetical Memorization Course; Ques-
tions on Catechism Bible Passages; Outline of Bible Chap-
ters; Bible History of both Old and New Testaments; Pre-
Isagogics Course; Speech and General Composition. The
Committee promised to attempt to supply materials for these
courses to the congregations no later than September, 1988,
at which time each pastor would announce the availability of
these courses and Seminary courses which would run concur-
rently. (As of this writing, two course-outlines have been
completed and sent out with study guides to our congrega-
tions).

Committee on Missions: While there was no obvious mission
work done by our Conference this year, this does not mean
that our Conference 1is not mission-minded. Personal
mission work was urged upon each member of our Conference
congregations, such mission work to begin in our homes,
extending from there to our own respective congregations,
and outward to our surrounding communities.

Committee on Lutheran Union: This Committee reported that
while no official contacts had been made during this past
year, attempts were made to determine the doctrinal position
of two groups who "seemed” as though they "might" be in
agreement with our doctrinal position. These groups were
the "Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations" (FLC) and the so-
called "Faith-Life" group, more formally known as the "Pro-
tes'tant Church." The FLC still holds to its unScriptural
position on Mattthew 18 and until it is ready to submit to the
Word of God on this matter, there seems little chance of
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formal meetings between our groups. The Protes'tant body
appears to hold to the Wauwatosa theology--a theology which
rejects dogmatic theology in favor of an historical and free
exegetical approach to the Holy Scriptures with a strong
emphasis toward self-analysis and self-criticism (pietism).
Further documented information will be sought on both groups.
The Committee emphasized that our Conference is very
interested in God-pleasing union with others outside our
fellowship and will continue its efforts toward such union.

Publishing House Board of Control: Our publishing house will
try to print the revised version of our Constitution this next
year, as well as our Conference periodical, The Concordia
Lutheran, of course. In addition, it is the intention of the
Publishing House that "A Catechism on Church and Ministry"
will be published this next year in addition to the materials
for the new Pre-Seminary program and other tracts, papers,
and various materials which will be helpful in carrying out the
mission of our Conference and for our own instruction and
edification.

The usual resolutions of heartfelt thanks were passed at
our Convention, with special thanks to St. Luke's congrega-
tion for its wonderful effort in hosting this convention.

An invitation from Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley
Park, Illinois, to host the 38th Annual Convention (June
23-25, 1989) was gratefully accepted by the Convention.

Once again, we give thanks unto God our Father first and
foremost for the blessed fellowship marked by "the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace" which was so very evident
again at this Convention. Despite the best efforts of Satan
to destroy our unity over the past 38-plus years, God has
preserved us and we pray He will continue to do so in and
through His Word. We also give thanks to God for the Chris-
tian hospitality of the "pastor loci" and the members of St.
Luke's who, as a labor of love, opened their hearts and their
homes to delegates and visitors. Finally, we give thanks
unto God our Savior for the unspeakable blessings of His
Word, which was so clearly taught and proclaimed in the
essay, sermons, and devotions at the Convention, and we pray
God that He would preserve that Word among us, that each and
every soul whom God has called may be enlightened, sancti-
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fied, and kept in the true faith unto the Day of our Deliver-
ance, that Day in which Christ will come to judge this world in
righteousness. May each of us, therefore, make our calling
and election sure, for "the end of all things is at hand!"
Amen.

Respectfully submitted,

--Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Secretary
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THE FALSE CLAIMS (F THE MILLENIALISTS
An Essay delivered at the 1988 CLC Convention
by the Rev. E. R. Stallings

Introduction:

The theme of our convention is, "The End of All Things is
At Hand" (I Peter 4:7). Hence, our focus is upon the last
times, the end of the world, and Judgment Day.

The verse of Scripture which forms our convention theme
concludes with this statement: "Be ye therefore, sober, and
watch unto prayer." This means that in view of the last
times we are to be especially serious about our faith, and
prayerfully vigilant about the spiritual dangers which Satan
and the world seek to thrust upon our souls. In particular, we
Christians of the last days are to be on guard against false
doctrine. Justs as true doctrine is able to save our souls, so
also false doctrine is able to destroy our souls. Even a little
false doctrine is dangerous. "A little leaven leaveneth the
whole lump" (Galatians 5:9).

The dangers of false doctrine are now all the more preva-
lent since according to Scripture false Christs and false
prophets will abound in the last times. In fact, false pro-
phets and false doctrine constitute the chief sign of the end.
We do well to hear just a few texts which make this clear.
Our Lord Jesus says, "For there shall rise false Christs, and
false prophets. and shall shew great signs and wonders; inso-
much that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect" (Matthew 24:24). The Apostle John says, "Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the
world" (I John 4:1).
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That people will fall prey to these false prophets and be
influenced by them is expressed in I Timothy 4:1 where Paul
says, 'Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to sedu-
cing spirits, and doctrines of devils." Likewise, II Timothy
3:1-5 says, "This know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers
of those that are good, traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; having the form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away." Such conditions among men will be due to the in-
crease of false doctrine and/or the lack of true doctrine.
God's Word will have less and less influence over people in
general. As Paul says in II Timothy 4:3 -4, "For the time will
come when they shall not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having
itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the

truth, and shall be turned unto fables."

In view of these warnings from Scripture, it is important
for every Christian to equip and to arm himself with an
increasing knowledge of Scripture, and to acquaint himself
with an awareness of specific false doctrines which are
currently being propagated. Yes, a Christian should not be
ignorant about the false doctrines which are being blown
about in his own generation. In fact, this is why one of the
responsibilites of a pastor is to educate his people against
every wind of false doctrine. Ephesians 4:11-11,14 says,
"And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ... That we henceforth be no

more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every

wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning crafti-

ness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive."

To aid us in being on guard against the false doctrines
which are presently being bantered about, our essay will be
devoted to the false doctrine called, the Millenium, that old
fable which alleges that when Christ returns He will notraise
up all the dead, judge the world, and destroy it, that He will
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set up an earthly kingdom of one thousand years duration. It
is significant that the false doctrine of the Millenium is not
just a false doctrine which is being taught in many denomina-
tions in these last times, but is also a false doctrine about or
concerning the last times and the end of the world. The
Millenium is a false doctrine which specifically contradicts
what the Word of God says about the Second Coming of Christ
and the end of the world.

In this essay we shall consider THE FALSE CLAIMS OF THE
MILLENIALISTS, and we shall do so under three parts: 1) An
explanation and description of the Millenium, and which
groups hold to this teaching; 2) How the false doctrine of the
Millenium contradicts the true doctrine of the end of the
world, and how other important doctrines of the Bible are
undermined by the Millenium, and 3) What practical lessons
are to be learned from our study of the Millenialism, and the
comfort which the true doctrine affords us.

PART I: An Explanation and Description of the Millenium

The word, Millenium, is composed of two Latin words,
mille (meaning a thousand), and, annus (meaning, year).
Sometimes Millenialism is called, Chiliasm, from the Greek
word, chilioi (meaning, a thousand). Thus the false doctrine
of the Millenium concerns a period of time consisting of a
thousand years. According to Millenialists, when Christ re-
turns in the clouds He will not raise up all the dead and judge
the world, and thereby bring this world to its fiery destruc-
tion as Scripture teaches, but that when Christ returns He
will come down to earth to reign on earth in an earthly
kingdom for a period of one thousand calendar years. During
this thousand year period Christ is supposed to sit on an
actual, physical throne of David in a rebuilt temple in Jeru-
salem. At the end of this thousand year reign of Christ, all
Jews in the world will return to a restored nation of Israel,
and undergo a mass or national conversion to Christ. More-
over, since the temple in Jerusalem will have been rebuilt, the
Old Testament sacrificial system will be re-established. The
converted Jewish nation, under the rule of Christ, will rule the
world in perfect temporal peace. At the conclusion of the
thousand years, Christ will disappear briefly, and them come
in glory to raise the remaining dead, and judge the world in
the "Great White Thone Judgment."
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Here it must be made clear that even among millenialists
there is not agreement, but a great variation of opinions and
interpretations. There are, in fact, two basic versions of
the Millenium, and even these two vary greatly in details.
The most widely held version is called, Pre-millenialism,
which is basically what has just been described. It is the
more elaborate and fanciful of the millenial theories. Pre-
mellenialism consists of an appearance of Christ in the
clouds (His second Advent) to rapture (take up and out) His
Church (the New Testament believers, both the living and the
dead) into heaven before the thousand year reign of Christ
begins. Hence, pre-millenialism. Most millenialists of to-
day accept this version.

However, even the pre-millenialists are divided into two
camps. While all pre-millenialists agree that there will be a
period of seven years of tribulation before the Millenium
begins, they disagree as to when the rapture (the taking out)
of the Church will take place. Some believe that the rapture
of the Church will occur before the seven years of tribulation
whereby the Church is spared this tribulation, while others
believe that the rapture of the Church will take place after
the seven years of tribulation so that the Church must endure
much tribulation. Those Pre-millenialists who accept the
view that the Church will be raptured before the fribulation
are called, "Pre-tribulationists," while the other camp is
called, "Post-tribulationists."” Thus, Pre-millenialists are
either "Pre" or "Post "Tribulationists.”" Both of these camps
believe that the raptured-out saints will come back to earth
in glorified bodies and will sit on thrones with Christ to
judge the twelve tribes of Israel. This return of the saints to
earth will occur at the beginning of the Millenium.

The Pre-millenialists, whether "Pre~trib" or "Post-trib,"
all espouse the notion that all Jews in the world at the
beginning of the Millenium will return to Israel and there
experience a national conversion. Upon the Jews' conver-
sion, the Old Testament priesthood will be re-established
along with the Old Testament sacrifices. Because of this
supposed glorious future of the Jews, most millenialists con-
sider present-day Jews, even though they be Christ-rejec-
tors, as being a holy people of God and still a chosen nation.
Today's millenialists believe that the present state of Israel,
which began in 1984, is a fulfillment of Biblical prophecy, and
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that the very existence of the present state of Israel is a
harbinger of the Millenium to come.

A second version of the Millenium is called, Post-mil-
lenialism. According to this view also, the Millenium will be
a period of time on earth of literally one-thousand years
wherein there will be perfect peace and harmony among na-
tions due to the success of the Kingdom of God on earth.
However, post-millenialists believe that Christ will not ap-
pear in the second advent before the Millenium to rapture out
the Church, but rather He will simply come at the end of the
Millenium to raise up the dead and judge the world. Hence,
Christ comes back after (post) the Millenium. The post-
millenialists therefore do not believe in two bodily resurrec-
tions (one before the Millenium and one at the end of the
Mlllenium) as do the Pre-millenialists. Post-millenialism is
simply a "Golden Age" of a thousand years of peace and of
great success of the Church on earth. Like Pre-millenialism,
Post-millenialism has its varied versions, but it is unneces-
sary to elaborate on them.

At this point the obvious question is: .To what Bible
texts do the millenialists refer? In particular, where do the
millenialists get their "thousand years"? They find their
"thousand years" in Revelation 20"1-7. We shall quote the
opening verses of this passage, but in doing so we must point
out that, like most of the Book of Revelation, this twentieth
chapter is written in figurative, symbolic language in which
numbers are used not literally but figuratively. This figura-
tive, symbolic language is quite evident as Revelation 20
begins this way: "And I saw an angel come down from heaven,
having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which
is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till
the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must
be loosed a little season” (Rev. 20:1-3). The chain which the
angel had in his hand is not lilterally a metal-linked chain,
but the power and hold which the Lord placed over Satan
during the thousand years (the New Testament era) so that the
Gospel could not be prevented from being taken to all nations.
As the chain is figurative, so also the thousand years is
figurative or symbolic. As indicated, the thousand years,
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according to the context of the chapter and of the entire Book
of Revelation, is the New Testament era from the time of
Christ up to the Last Day. We are even now living in the
thousand years. During this New Testament era Satan has
not been able to prevent the Gospel from going to all nations.
Even today souls are still being won for the Saviour.

And what of the alleged period of perfect peace and no
wars? Where do the Millenialists find this in Scripture?
Once again, they literalize passage of Scripture which by
their context are shown to be figurative. For example, they
cite Isaiah 2:4 which says, "And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore.”" Likewise, Micah 4:3 says,
"And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not
life up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore.”" However, both of these passages set forth in
beautiful figurative language the spiritual peace produced in
the hearts of men by the spreading of the Gospel throughout
the New Testament era. What Isaiah and Micah foretold of
peace was the same thing which the angels sang at Jesus'
birth: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men" (Luke 2:14). The peace of which Isaiah and
Micah prophesied is the Gospel peace of which Jesus spoke
when He said: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto
you: not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27).

And what about the supposed restoration of the nation of
Israel and a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem? Where do the Mil-
lenialists get this? They say, "Amos 9:11." What does this
text say? "In that day will Iraise up the tebernacle of David
that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will
build it as in the days of old." Then, verses 14-15 of the
same chapter say, "And I will bring again the captivity of My
people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and
inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the
wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit
of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall
no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them,
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saith the Lord God." At first blush these verses seem to
describe a restoration of the nation of Israel and the rebuild-
ing of a tabernacle of David. However, in the New Testament,
in Acts 15, where we read of the Apostles being gathered at
Jerusalem to discuss the matter of circumcision, the cere-
monial law, and the relationship between Christian Jews and
Christian Gentiles, James stands up to speak. In speaking,
James refers specifically to Amos 9:11ff, and gives this
inspired interpretation: "Men and brethremn, hearken unto
me: Simeon (Simon Peter) hath declared how God at the first

did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for His

name. And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is
written, After this I will return, and will build again the
tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord, who doeth all these things.
Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the
world" (Acts 15:13-18). Here we see that James specifically
refers to the bringing in of the Gentiles into God's Church as
being the rebuilding of the tabernacle of David and the filling
out of His people for to make a name for Himself. Thus, the
Old Testament prophecies, which the Millenialists quote,
which foretold of a tabernacle (or temple) and of a re-
establishing of the people of Israel are all figurative pas-
sages which are fulfilled in the Gospel Church of the New
Testament. In fact, when Paul says in Romans 11:26, "And so
all Israel shall be saved," this refers not to a physical,
temporal nation of Israel, Israel after the flesh, but to the
sum total of all believing Jews, the true remnant, and also
those Gentiles who will believe, and who together with the
believing Jews make up the Israel of God, the spiritual Israel.

Now the question which quite naturally arises is this:
When did the millenialistic ideas get started, and who are the
present-day proponents or advocates of millenialism? From
Scripture, and as re-affirmed in our Augsburg Confession, we
learn that dreams of a kingdom of God on earth began with the
elders, scribes, and Pharisees, that is, the unbelieving
Jewish leaders in the days of Christ. In fact, these ideas
began even in the inter-testamental period after the last of
the prophets died. In Luke 17:20-21 we find that the Phari-
sees demanded of Christ when the kingdom of God should
come. That they had an earthly kingdom in mind is evident
from the reply of Christ, Jesus said, "The Kingdom of God
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cometh not with observation: neither shall they say, Lo here!
or, lo there! for, behold, the Kingdom of God is within you."
Indeed, it is because Christ did not come as an earthly king
and did not set up an earthly kingdom that the Jewish leaders
and many lay people under their influence rejected Christ as
the promised Messiah. So widespread was the earthly per-
ception of the kingdom of God among the Jews at that time
that even Jesus' own disciples were slow to resist such carnal
ideas. Just prior to Jesus' ascension, the disciples asked,
"Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?" (Acts 1:6) Therefore the Augsburg Confession,
Article XVII says, "They condemn also others, who are now
spreading certain Jewish opinions, that before the resurrec-
tion of the dead the godly shall take possession of the king-
dom of the world, the ungodly being everwhere suppressed.”

However, even in the post-Apostolic period, or the Early
Church period (100 - 500 A.D.) there were individuals and
sects which believed in a future kingdom of God on earth.
For example, the following Early Church Fathers believed in
some form of millenialism: Justin Martyr, Papias, Irenaeus,
Apollinarius, and Tertullian. This is not surprising in that
even the best of the Church Fathers such as Augustine were
not straight on some doctrines. However, most of the Church
Fathers did not accept millenialism or chiliasm. Augustine
clearly denounced millenialism.

Further on in Church history, in the days of the Reforma-
tion, the radical sects, such as the Anabaptists and the
infamous Zwickau prophets, all espoused some form of mil-
lenialistic ideas. These radical groups, because of their
carnal notions of the Kingdom of God, often resorted to taking
up the sword on their own, or sought the aid of the government
to wage holy wars to secure their dreams.

Here in the United States millenialism has always found
fertile soil in the decidedly Reformed bodies which usually
interpret Scripture with reason and on the basis of a forced
or false literalism. In our country many Baptists, Presby-
terians, Churches of Christ, the Seventh-Day Adventists, the
Assemblies of God, the Church of the Nazarene, the so-called
Fundamentalistic Bible Churches, and the so-called "Evan-
gelicals" of the Billy Graham camp, Campus Crusade for
Christ, Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, all espouse to some
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degree, either officially or unofficially, the Mellenium. Per-
haps the singlemost influential millenialist in America was a
man named, Dr. C. I. Scofield (1843-1921), who originated the
well-known Scofield Reference Bible. It is a King James
version Bible, but contains at the bottom of each page often
lengthy notes by Scofield which arbitrarily divide the Bible
into dispensations or rigidly marked periods. The last of the
dispensations would be, of course, the Millenium, the
"thousand" year reign of Christ on earth. To this day the
Scofield Reference Bible is one of the most-used Bibles
among Reformed groups.

In addition, one of the most influential millenialistic
seminaries in all of Protestantism is the Dallas Theological
Seminary in Dallas, Texas. This seminary is recognized as a
very polished, scholarly, and perhaps most academically
strict seminary of all the Reformed seminaries. Its chief
mark of distinction is that its entire curriculum and theo-
logical position is centered upon Pre-millenialism. In fact,
one of its more prominent graduates, Charles C. Ryrie, wrote
a book entitled, The Basis of the Pre-millenial Faith. This
book, as its title indicates, asserts that the entire body of
Christian doctrine revolves around the teaching of Pre-mil-
lenialism.

Finally, there are even Lutheran millenialists such as
the group, the Lutheran Brethren, and more recently, the As-
sociation of Free Lutheran Congregations. Also, there was a
noted Lutheran pulpit orator and author, Joseph Seiss (1823-
1904), who was a millenialist. He was a member of the old
General Council.

As was stated above, one of the reasons millenialism has
found fertile soil among the Reformed churches is that they
often resort to a forced and therefore false literalizing of
Scripture. While the fundamentalistic Bible churches proud-
ly hold high their banner of believing in the literal interpre-
tation of the Bible (and so do we Lutherans), their literal
interpretation is extreme in that even where Scripture em-
ploys figurative, symbolic language, such passages are inter-
preted by the Reformed in a literal fashion. However, the
proper literal interpretation of the Bible does not mean that
even figurative, symbolic passages are to be interpreted
literally. For example, on one occasion Jesus told the Phari-
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sees to convey a message to Herod. He said, "Go ye, and tell
that fox, Behold, I cast out devils. . ." (Luke 13:32). Jesus
did not mean that Herod had a bushy taill Likewise, if we
were to say of a young lady that she has cheeks like roses, we
do not mean her cheeks were made of red rose petals. Yet,
millenialists, in order to support their literal, one-thousand
year earthly reign of Christ must force a false, wooden,
literal interpretation upon many passages of Scripture which
are clearly figurative and/or symbolic. As mentioned
earlier, even the "thousand" years in Revelation 20 is a
symbolic number. Also all the prophetic statements of the
Old Testament which are interpreted as being millenialistic
are figurative, and often highly symbolic texts.

Moreover, with respect to proper rules of Bible interpre-
tation, hermeneutics, the principle of the Analogy of Faith is
seriously violated by the millenialists. The Analogy of Faith
principle is this, that no text of the Bible may be interpreted
so that the clear texts (sedes doctrinae) are violated. Yet,
we shall see in the next section of this essay that the
doctrine of the Millenium, because it violates the Analogy of
Faith principle, is not a harmless doctrine, but one which

endangers and undermines even fundamental doctrines of the
Bible.

--ERS

(to be continued)
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A Summer Vacation
Church Camp

From August 24th through the 28th St. John's Lutheran
Church, Oregon, held a church camp at Suttle Lake, Oregon.
Ample facilities were provided in the main lodge and the
surrounding cabins. The meals were all served in the main
dining hall.
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Although this church camp was sponsored by St. John's
Lutheran Church, a number of individuals attended from our
sister congregation in Seattle, Washington, and several from
another sister congregation in San Antonio, Texas. There were
also a number of guests in attendance.

Various recreational opportunities such as archery,
canoeing, hiking, volley-ball, swimming, etc., were enjoyed by
those attending this camp which is located high up in the
scenic Cascade Mountains.

Morning and evening Bible Classes were conducted, with
a series of six classes centering on the topic of "Tempta-
tion." The Scriptural distinction was observed that there is
a temptation to evil and a temptation to good. It was noted
that the temptation to evil comes from the devil, the world,
and from our depraved nature, while the temptation to good
comes from God and its purpose is the testing and streng-
thening of our faith. There was good participation on the
part of those in these classes as shown in the edifying
comments made and the discussion of specific examples how
the enemies of our souls seek to rob us of our precious faith
by inducing us to disregard and despise the Word of God in
trying to keep us from attending public worship services,
reading our Bible, praying, and stressing the things of this
world as though they were more important than God and His
Word.

On Sunday morning, August 28th, a divine service was
held in which the undersigned preached a sermon on the basis
of Ephesians 6:10-17, emphasizing that we Christians are to
FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT with a couorageous heart against the
evil foe, using the victorious weapons which the Lord has
given us. St. John's choir, assisted by some of the members
of St. Luke's choir, presented the appropriate choral number.

Here was an excellent opportunity to spend a vacation
with those who are one in faith and enjoy bodily and spiritual
refreshment as all those will testify who were able to partici-

pate.
--M.L.N.
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by M. L. Natterer

Physicists wanting to "understand what's in the mind of
God" are frustrated by glitches in a new $115 million atom
smasher that may someday yield secrets about the makeup of
matter and the birth of the universe. Construction was com-
pleted May 1987 on the taxpayer-funded collider, a 3 -mile-
long underground machine shaped like a tennis racket. That
summer, it was expected to start its major task: mass-produ-
cing what are known as Z particles. But numerous technical
problems have prevented proper operation of the device. How-
ever, Burton Richter, center director and winner of the 1976
Noble Prize in physics, declared: "We'll make this thing work.
I have no doubt about it. What we're really after is trying to
understand what's in the mind of God. Something started all
of this (universe). We call it the big bang, and we really
don't understand what went on back then. We want to find out
what are the most fundamental things and most fundamental
forces in the physical universe."

What God wants us to know conceining the creation of
the wodd has been revealed to us in His Word. But this {5 not
suggicient go1 those who are pugfed up with their so-called
greater leawning. Their presumptuous attitude sounds much
Like the people who built the tower of Babel (Genesis 11): "Let
us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven;.and let us make us a name,"” (v.4). [n 1 Corinthians,
chapter 2, the Apostle Paul speaks of the unconverted who
"receive not the things of the Spirit of God: for they axe
goolishnes s unto him: neithex can he know them, because they
axe spititually discemed,” (v.14). VYet, such wouldly-wise
seek to elevate their knowledge above the wisdom giom on
nigh. But "who hath knoun the mind of the Loxd, that he may
instwet Him?" (v.16). Only the true Churistians have "the
mind of Ch1ist," (v.16], "cast down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalieth itself against the knowledge of God,
and bring into captivity evewy thought to the obedience of
Christ,"” (11 Cotinthians 10:5). And it {8 this blessed Word 0§
our Loid which illuminates our 3in-dazkened 1eason and
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shines the way to heaven!

On February 21, 1984, 4-year-old Shauntay Walker de-
veloped a fever, began vomiting and showed other signs of
what seemed to be the flu. Her mother kept her home from
the Happy Time Pre-School in Sacramento, California, but did
not call a doctor - even when the girl's condition grew worse
and she finally appeared comatose. Instead, the mother fol-
lowed her religious beliefs and summoned an accredited
Christian Science practitioner to pray for the girl's recovery.
But on March 9, in the 17th day of her illness, Shauntay Walker
died of what an autopsy found was acute bacterial meningitis.
As a result, Laurie Walker was charged with involuntary man-
slaughter and felony child endangerment in a rare criminal
prosecution of a parent who chose prayer-healing over con-
ventional medical care for a sick child. This last March
California Sypreme Court began to hear arguments in the
Walker case. The Christian Science Church, backin Walker,
contends that the prosecution interferes with her constitu-
tional right to free exercise of religion.

Mary Baker Eddy, the founder 0§ Christian Science whose
body lies mouldering in the grave, has thereby proven the
gallacy of the deceitful system she has created. Denying the
gact of death and teaching that sickness and disease do not
exist, she gell victim to the ills of which mortal 4lesh ¢s heir.
God's twth stands! "By ome man sin entered into the world,
and death by 3in; and 30 death passed upon all men," (Romans
5:12). 1n spite of its gounder's death and failures, by her
words she still succeeds in blinding and leading to
evetlasting win those who succumb to her galse teachings.
Insisting that there {5 "no matter" hexr gollowers aze taught
that "man {5 never sick,” "A selg-evident proposition, in the
science of mind healing, (s that disease {4 unteal,” (Science
and Health with Key to the Scriptures). But in God's Book we
are told that Hezekiah was sick (lsaiah 38:1); Elisha was
fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died (11 Kings 13:14);
Simon Peter's mother-in-law was sick (Matk 1:30). 1n times
04 sickness we Christians should pray and use the means
which God has placed at our disposal to eq4fect a cure accor-
ding to His Will lest we tempt God (Matthew 4:7).
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Jerry Cooney a Dayton Bible teacher, said there is a
greater than 90 percent chance that Christ will remove His
followers from the world, September 11th, 12th, or 13th. And
Cooney is far from being alone in his belief. Norvell Olive,
the executive director of the World Bible Society in Nash-
ville, Tennesee, said many people around the world are taking
the prediction quite seriously. He said the society has
published a pamphlet, 88 Reasons Why The Rapture Will Be In
1988, that backs up the prediction. Olive said more than
three million copies of the pamphlet have been sold in the
past three months. Olive, Cooney, and a number of other
Bible scholars base their prediction on a number of conclu-
sions made from extensive study of Scripture and current
events. A major component of the prediction is an interpre-
tation taken from the Bible that there would be only one
generation between the 1948 restoration of the Jews to Israel
and Christ's return, Cooney said. A biblical generation is
presumed to be 40 years.

The date-setters never seem to leawn! While the Loud
has indeed given us the various signs to wawn us of the
approach of the Final Day (Matthew 24), He has plainly told us
that "of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels which axe in heaven, neithex the Son, but the Fathex,"
(Mark 13:32). Such date-setters artogate to themselves what
belongs to God alone! They arbitrarily base their claims
upon a mésuse o4 Holy Sciipture. For example, their use of
the word "generation." In Matthew 24:34, the Loxd Jesus
obviously uses this word to 1e4er to the Jewish 1ace which
will temain on earth until Judgment Day, but the date-setters
misapply it as 1egering to the establishment of the Jewish
State of 1s1ael (1948) §07 40 years and then would come the so-
called 1apture 4o1 the Christians. Such an i{dea, howevex, (4
utterly foreign to the Holy Scriptures which teach that when
the Lord Jesus visibly (Acts 1:11) comes in His glorwy on the
Last Day (Matthew 16:27), the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the earth and all the wotks therein shall be
butned up (11 Peter 3:10). On that Day alf the dead will 1ise
and will be brought befote the Loxd (Matthew 25:31,32),
together with those who are still living when He comes (1
Thessalonians 4:15-17), to be judged according to His Word
(John 12:48). "Thexrefore be ye also ready: o1 in such an hour
as ye think not the Son of Man cometh,"” (Matthew 24:44).

--MLN

Page 67



SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS
10200 - 62nd Avenue So.
Seattle, Washington 38178

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE DIRECTORY

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTH. CHURCH
San Antonio, Texas 78218

Currently meeting at the Sheraton
North Hotel, 1400 Austin Highway.

Sunday School & Bible Class
. « at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr, Pastor
110 Grasmere Court
San Antonio, Texas 78218
Telephone: (512) 656-2125
PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Central Ave. at 171st Place
Tinley Park, I1linois 60477
(South Suburban Chicago)
Sunday School & Bible Class
.« sat 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor
8701 West 167th Place
Orland Park, I1linois 60462
Telephone: (312) 532-9035
Note: On the 1st & 3rd weekends
of each month, Saturday services
are held in Midland, Michigan.
Sunday School & Bible Class
.« at 7:00 p.m.
Morship Service . .at 8:00 p.m.
Please contact the pastor for
the location of the services.
ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Tangent
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
Sunday School & Bible Class
. . .at 10:00 a.m.
Morship Service . .at 11:00 a.m.
Rev. M. L. Natterer, Pastor
483 Tangent Street
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
Telephone: (503) 258-2941

ST. LUKE'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
55th Ave. S. & S. Fountain St.
Seattle, Washington 98118
Sunday School & Bible Class
.+ .at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor
9658 - 54th Avenue South
Seattle, Washington 98118
Telephone: (206) 723-7418

Note: Services are also held in
the McCall Floral Chapel
at 1400 Vancouver Street
Yictoria, British Columbia
Sunday School . . .at 2:00 p.m.
Worship Service . .at 3:00 p.m.
Bible Class . . . .at 4:30 p.m.
ST. STEPHEN'S EV. LUTH. CHURCH
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279
Worship Service:
(From June 1st to Sept. 30th)
. . .at 9:30 a.m.
(From Oct. 1st to May 31st)
. . .at 10:00 a.m.
(SS & Bible Class after Service)
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Pastor
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279
Telephone: (605) 938-4710

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE
PERIPATETIC SEMINARY
Address all inquiries to the
Committee on Theol. Education
in care of
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, chairman
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279
Telephone: (605) 938-4710



