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 STATEMENT of PURPOSE
To set forth in simple and plain
“language the pure doctrine of God's
Word as taught by the true Lutheran
Church in full accordance with the
Book of Concord of 1580 and the
Brief Statment of 1932. :

To show, on the basis of Scr:p—'

ture, what true Christians are to
believe and how, out of love for

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study
and articles for Scriptural devo-
tion and meditation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false
church body but that the congrega-
tions which form it confess, teach,
and practice the Word of God in its
full truth and purity and use the
Sacraments according to Christ's
institution. A1l who do this are
the true visible Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share
cur Scripturalposition indoctrine
and practice, and tourge themutual
public acknowledgment of such God-
given unity. Thus we shall be able
thereafter to practice a God-
pleasing Church fellowship with
them.

To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings
but that we are, by God's grace,
"perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment."

Toset forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church and to expose modern
philosophical thought and the so-
called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.

To expose particularly the false
teaching and practice of the
various so-called "Lutheran"
church bodies by comparing their
teachings and practices with what
is plainly recorded in the Word of
God, in the Lutheran Confessions,
and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.

To expose false teaching and
practice wherever it makes its
appearance and to keep abreast of
the current happenings in the
church and among the nations as
signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our
reporting and freely to correct any
misinformation of whichweare not
aware and which has been called to
our attention. Alsotoclarify any
information or statement of doc-
trine or practice which may be
unclear to our readers or which may

- create a wrong impression.



Che President’s
N Column

At the beginning of this new year of grace, 1988, it is
well that we remind ourselves of the exhortation given to us
in Hebrews where the Lord pleads with us through the pen of
the writer, "CAST NOT AWAY YOUR CONFIDENCE" (10:35)

Look at some of those who had! As we trace the history
of Saul we note that when the Lord selected him to be the king
over Israel, Samuel the prophet, said to all the people, "See ye
him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him
among all the people? And all the people shouted, and said,
God save the king" (I Samuel 10). While Saul began well, it
was not long before he became guilty of disobedience and
finally we have this sad statement, "The Lord was departed
from Saul." Judas Iscariot also began well--one of Christ's
twelve disciples, even being entrusted with the position of
treasurer. Yet, it was not long before Judas gave in to the
temptations of the devil and became not only a thief (John
12:6), but also the betrayer of the Lord Jesus (John 13:2),
Demas also began well--trusted co-laborer of the Apostle
Paul, but unfortunately, the Apostle Paul sorrowfully had to
acknowledge later on that "Demas hath forsaken me, having
loved this present world" (II Timothy 4:10). And times have
not changed in this respect. Many have begun well, but they
have not remained faithful to Jesus and His Word and have
cast away their confidence.

This epistle was written to Jewish-Christians who un-
doubtedly were quite familiar with the persecution which the
Apostles themselves experienced. How they were brought
before the council because of their confession of Christ and
then beaten, "and they departed from the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
shame for His Name" (Acts 5:41). But this persecution was
not confined merely to the Apostles, but to all the Christians.
Paul, before his conversion, was instrumental in carrying on
this persecution, even consenting to the death of Stephen
(Acts 8:1ff,). King Herod continued the persecutions by put-
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ting James, the brother of John, to the sword and also im-
prisoned the Apostle Peter (Acts 12:1ff.). In the 10th chap-
ter of Hebrews the writer urges his fellow-believers to "call
to remembrance the former days, in which after ye were
illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; partly,
whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and
afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them
that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds,
and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in
yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring
substance"” (vv. 32-34).

It is, of course, true that we Christians of today, at
least in our country, do not experience the very bitter physi-
cal persecution which the early Christians had to endure. We
are not hauled from our comfortable homes to face the tor-
tures of the enemies of the Gospel; we do not have our
property confiscated and plundered; and we do not have to
witness the imprisonment of our loved ones because of our
confessions of Christ and His Word.

Yet, it is true, that we are subject to a far more insi-
dious form of persecution--an intellectual one! Those who
confess all the teachings of the Holy Scriptures and insist
that only the Word of God is to rule in the Church and that
there must be unquestioning adherence and loyalty to every
Word of God (John 8:31) are looked upon as being loveless and
hindering the progress of the "church." Which of us has not
at some time experienced the haughty and arrogant jeers and
taunts of those who would ridicule us because of our uncom-
promising stand upon the Word of God. Remember our flesh
craves flattery and praise, not biting sarcasm and ridicule!
There is then the very grave danger that the stinging verbal
blows will eventually begin to wear us down and the coldness
of being socially ostracized from those with whom our sinful
flesh loves to associate would them tempt us to cast away our
confidence.

But through all such trials we are exhorted, "CAST NOT
AWAY YOUR CONFIDENCE." We are not the first ones to
experience persecution because of our faith in Christ and His
Word. The Apostle Peter reminds the suffering Christians,
"that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren
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that are in the world" (I Peter 5:9). Such persecution did not
come to an end with the close of the Apostolic era, but broke
out in great vehemence time and again in the history of the
Church. Ignatius, Polykarp, Perpetua, Savanarola, John Huss,
and thousands of others did not cast their confidence away,
but held steadfastly to Christ their Savior, boldly facing
their torturers and executioners. It is exceedingly difficult
for us even to imagine what such confessors had to endure
because of our comfortable and luxurious circumstances to-
day. But as we call to remembrance the example of such
courageous and valiant soldiers of the cross, should that not
encourage us not to cast our confidence away but to hold
steadfastly to Him who has redeemed us from sin and death
with His holy, precious blood?

Look at the reward of grace which the Lord has in store
for all those who remain faithful unto the end. "Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life"
(Revelation 2:10). Only if we cling to Jesus and His merit in
true faith unto the end will we then receive the crown of
everlasting life. In Matthew chapter 24 the Savior declares,
"He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved"
(v. 13). We dare not trust in ourselves, as though by our own
powers and strength we should obtain eternal life, but we look
to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2)
who will preserve us from every evil and finally receive us
into glory. The reward of grace which awaits us believers in
heaven should certainly encourage us and keep us from bitter
discouragement. And the more that we meditate upon our
final goal, the more we will declare with the Apostle, "I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Ro-
mans 8:18). Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters in
Christ, let us not cast our confidence away, but continue
cheerfully and patiently the work which the Lord has given us
to do, working while it is day before the night comes when no
man can work (John 9:4).

Your servant in Christ,

M. L. Natterer, president
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CHRIST'S FIRST MIRACLE

"This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee,
and manifested forth His glory;
and His disciples believed on Him." John 2:11.

Long ago the prophet Isaiah foretold how people would
know that the Messiah, the Christ, had finally arrived. He
said, "He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb shall sing..."(Isaiah 35:4-5). In short, miracles per-
formed by His own power would be one of the identifying
marks that the Saviour had come. Since, therefore, our Lord
Jesus Christ is the true Messiah who has come, He did per-
form those great and glorious works of which the prophets
foretold.

The very first of Christ's miracles was that of His
changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee.
In the space of this brief article we shall consider two
points: 1) Christ's first miracle for what it was--a miracle;
and 2) The significance of this first miracle in its context.

Let's begin by looking at Christ's first miracle for what
it truly was, namely, a miracle., The Lord Jesus, the son of
Mary and the Son of God, performed a work of God, a super-
natural act which is contrary to and above the so-called laws
of nature. By His own Almighty power and without saying
anything or touching anything, Christ in an instant changed
six waterpots of water filled to the brim into the most excel-
lent of wine. The testimony of the governor of the feast is
indisputable. He openly declared: "Every man at the begin-
ning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk,
then that which is worse; but thou hast kept the good wine
until now." This testimony of the governor of the feast
declares that the new supply of beverage to be, not water, but
wine! And not just average wine, but excellent wine! He,
Jesus, who appeared to the eyes as just a man, wrought a work
of God.

Christ did this miracle as the God-man. When He was
conceived in and born from the womb of the Virgin Mary, this
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was the eternal Son of God taking upon Himself our human
nature, but without sin. From the very moment of His con-
ception onward Christ was in one Person both God and man.
Also, from that moment onward Christ's divine nature, with-
out loss to itself, communicated His divine attributes or
qualities to His human nature. Thus, Christ performed this
miracle not only according to His divine nature, but also
according to His human nature. It was the entire Christ, the
God-man, who changed the water into wine,

Indeed, this first miracle and all of Christ's miracles
manifested or revealed this blessed truth that Jesus was not
just a man, but also the Son of God. As the text says, "And
this beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested forth His glory.” Christ's miracles manifested
or revealed Jesus' glory as the Incarnate Son of God. He is
the Messiah, the divine Saviour of sinners, sent from heaven.
He was God manifested in the flesh. (I Timothy 3:16).

This manifestation of His glory was the chief purpose of
this miracle. It was to cause men to behold His glory and to
believe in Him as their Saviour from sin. As the text says,
"and His disciples believed on Him." In the case of these’
His immediate disciples, their believing on Him was not the
beginning of their faith, but the confirming and strengthen-
ing of their faith. Yet this miracle was also to cause others
who did not as yet believe to believe and to be saved. By
beholding this miracle, all people were to see that Jesus is
their Saviour. All men are to be humbled before Him in
repentance of their sins, and to believe and trust His power
and authority to forgive sins and overcome death and the
devil for us.

In our day, just as in previous generations, there still
abound those skeptics and mockers of the miracles of Christ.
Their skepticism and mockery manifest their inexcusable and
wicked unbelief. As Jesus says, "And this is the condemna-
tion, that light is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds were evil" (John
3:19). Therefore the words of Jesus in John 10:36-37 also
apply to such men: "Say ye of Him, whom the Father hath
sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; be-
cause I said, I am the Son of God? IfI donot the works of My
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Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not Me,
believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the

Father is in Me,and I in Him." Thus, since Christ did in fact
do the works of His Father, including miracles, all men are to
see and to believe in Christ and thereby be delivered from
sin, death, and the power of the devil

Now, as we continue to examine Christ's miracle, we find
that even in the context of where and under what circum-
stances it took place, this miracle is quite significant. It
took place at a wedding. That Christ was present and be-
stowed the blessing of His first miracle at a wedding, re-
affirms and endorses the blessed institution of marriage.
Despite man's fall into sin, marriage remains a God-pleasing
estate. Scripture says, "Marriage is honourable in all, and
the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will
judge" (Hebrews 13:4). Hence the forbidding of marriage by
the papacy is a practice in accord with the doctrine of devils
(I Timothy 4:1,3).

What is more, the circumstances which prompted this
first of Jesus' miracles is noteworthy. There had arisen a
common need. It was not at all an utter emergency of life and
death. They simply ran out of wine! Yet this shortage of
wine was fraught with much embarrassment and in-
convenience, especially for the host, It was an un-
derstandably anguishing situation. Indeed, it was not
deemed unimportant to our Saviour touse His first miracle to
meet this very earthly, common, ordinary need. Even the
temporal welfare of men was of concern to our Saviour as He
performed a divine work of God. By changing the water into
wine and thereby re-supplying the feast with wine, Christ
met this temporal need.

However, our Lord, in executing His office as the Christ,
did not permit or tolerate any interference or presumptuous
prompting from men, no, not even from Mary His mother.
When it became evident that there was no more wine, Mary
approached Jesus with a tone of motherly authority and said,
"They have no wine." The implication was that Jesus must
then and there at His mother's beckoning exercise His divine
office. However our Saviour clearly rebuked Mary and said,
"Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet
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come." Here Jesus teaches us that even parental authority
under the Fourth Commandment is not absolute and unlimited.
The authority of parents and all other authority is not to
interfere with nor contradict the will and authority of God.
Hence, the honoring of an earthly authority can never be used
as a justification to dishonor and disobey God. "We ought to
obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). In this regard the
Lord also says in Matthew 10:37, "He that loveth father or
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me." Moreover, it
should be mentioned that this instance of Jesus' rebuking of
Mary overthrows completely the alleged sinlessness of Mary
as espoused by Rome. At the same time, Mary revealed her
faith by promptly accepting the rebuke. As she said to the
servants, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it."

Finally, it is also significant and not to be overlooked
that Christ's changing of water into wine destroys all the
seemingly pious arguments of those who condemn as sin any
and all partaking of alcoholic drinks. If the drinking of wine
were a sin, then our Lord could not and would not contribute to
this "sin." He would then have been a promoter and partaker
of sin. Indeed, Christ clearly made wine, a beverage with
intoxicating powers. The governor of the feast tells us that
the guests after drinking the initially served wine would be
unable to tell the difference if later a lesser quality of wine
were served. On the other hand, the Word of God does condemn
drunkenness as sin, (Galatians 5:21). And O, how many ter-
rible accidents and horrible deaths and other tragedies are
caused by foolish, immoderate drinking of alcohol! Never-
theless, we must still condemn as false teachers those who
call a sin that which is not a sin, namely, the moderate
temperate use of alcoholic beverages.

O how much instruction this simple, straightforward
account of Jesus' first miracle affords! Yet out of it all, let
us first and foremost profit from its chief lesson. Let us
see that in this His first miracle as in all His miracles,
Christ manifested forth His glory, His glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, (John 1:14),
Our faith in Christ is not a foolish, vain faith in a merely
great but human teacher and doer of good. Rather, our faith
in Christ is a faith in the Living God who is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life. Our faith in Christ, the God-man, as
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taught in the Scriptures is a faith in Him who, as our divine,
all-powerful Saviour, conquered sin, death, and the devil for
all men, took upon Himself the full demands of God's law in our
stead, nailing our sins to the cross, and rising triumphantly
from the grave on the third day. Truly, He is over all God
blessed forever, (Hebrews 1:8). Amen.

_—ECROSO
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

"And after six days, Jesus taketh Peter, and James, and John
his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart,
and was transfigured before them. And His face did shine as
the sun, and His raiment was white as the light. And, behold,
there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with Him....
(And) behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold a
voice out of the cloud, which said, 'This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.'"

~--Matthew 17:1-3 & 5.

In this glorious transfiguration of the Lord Jesus, the
holy Epiphany season reaches its veritable climax with our
Savior "manifesting” Himself to three specially-chosen
disciples in a degree of glory they had never before wit-
nessed. This was, of course, not the first time that Jesus
had "manifested forth His glory;" for He did so to a limited
extent every time He performed a miracle, beginning at the
wedding in Cana of Galilee (John 2:1-11), But, in His State of
Humiliation, He did not always and fully make use of the
divine attributes He possessed as the Son of God--attributes
communicated also to His human nature when He was con-
ceived by the Holy Ghost in the Virgin Mary. He used them
only as necessary to prove Himself "the Christ, the Son of
God" in fulfillment of 0ld Testament prophecy (Isaiah 35:4-6;
Matthew 11:2-5), so that "believing" in Him as the long-
promised Savior of poor sinners "(we) might have life through
His Name (John 20:31).
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And yet, even Jesus' own disciples, whom He personally
instructed on a day-to-day basis for three years during His
public ministry on earth, who were constantly at His side to
witness Him performing all those mighty acts which had been
foretold of the Messiah,~-even those intimate and trusted
companions were "fools and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets (had) spoken," (Luke 24:25-27); for, although
they had at various times boldly confessed Him to be the
Christ, the Son fo God, they were laboring under the common
Jewish misconception that the Messiah was to be some sort of
earthly savior who would eventually sit on the temporal throne
of David and "restore again the kingdom to Israel"” (Acts 1:6);
and they held this view right up to the day of His ascension.
They, just like us (who today have the blessing of God's
complete revelation in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments as our special advantage), needed on-going
patient instruction, review, admonition and comfort from the
Savior's Word for growth in grace and strength of faith. This
the disciples eventually received in special measure in the
oupouring of the Holy Ghost on the first Christian Pentecost.

In the meantime, however, Jesus brought them along,
patiently and yet firmly revealing to them each day more of
Himself and of His glory in greater and more perfect bril-
liance. The transfiguration was indeed a special revelation
intended just for Peter, James and John, whom He permitted
here to see a glimpse of His glory before they later on would
witness His great agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. The
vision had a threefold significance for them, as they first of
all SAW with their very own eyes a "transfigured" Jesus--
changed in appearance and effect from the humble, meek and
lowly itinerant prophet of Nazareth to the glorious, radiant
and glistening Sun of Righteousness! Secondly, they WIT-
NESSED God's prophets, Moses and Elijah, talking with Him
about His impending suffering and death for the sins of the
world (Luke 9:30-31)--Moses, the mediator of God's covenant
from Mt. Sinai, speaking with Him who was even now fulfilling
that Law in man's place, discussing His vicarious atonement
with the PROPHET whose coming he had foretold in Deutero-
nomy 18:15--and Elijah, God's faithful prophet in the days of
Israel's wicked kings, who stood virtually alone (like Him-
self) against false prophets, wickedness and vice in the
defense of God's truth, and whom God took to heavenalive in a
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chariot of fire as a gracious reward for his faithfulness,
And thirdly, the disciples HEARD with their very own ears the
testimony of God the Father in heaven concerning His beloved
Son, that He was "well pleased" with Him and His redemptive
work for the salvation of sinful men, and that they should
hearken unto the voice of the Savior's Word for the saving
knowledge of the truth, as Moses had prophesied (Deutero-
nomy 18:15).

The glorious vision of Jesus' transfiguration was not a
source of reassurance and comfort only to the three disciples
of the Savior, however. For we, who see it with the eyes of
faith recorded in the Holy Scriptures, are likewise struck
with its significance for our own faith and salvation. It is a
blessed confirmation to us that Jesus of Nazareth not only
proclaimed Himself to be the very Son of God, one with the
Father in heaven, but that He in fact IS "true God, begotten of
the Father from eternity;" that He IS, as we confess in the
Nicene Creed, "God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made." It is also a wonderful affirmation
of the Scriptural truth of the personal union of two natures in
Jesus Christ; that the communication of divine attributes to
the human nature cannot be denied; and that, in His state of
humiliation, Christ did NOT "empty Himself" of all His
divine attributes but laid aside the constant and full use of
them in order that He might be our Savior. The appearance of
Moses and Elijah points out to us the importance of Christ's
active obedience in our place--fulfilling the Law of God for
us and also fulfilling in every detail the prophecies of the 0ld
Testament concerning Himself--without which His righteous-
ness could not have availed to God for us. And the voice of
God the Father from heaven not only seals to us the divine
Sonship of Christ and His divinely-appointed mission to this
world of sin to be its Savior, but it directs us specifically to
Christ as our Prophet, whose Word is the truth, and to whose
voice we must hearken if we are to be saved eternally.

But there is one factor in this special vision of Christ's
transfiguration which we dare not overlook; and that is what
it was NOT. It was not an irresistible source of grace and
strength to the disciples of Jesus, for it did not clear away
with finality the misconceptions, false notions and wrong
understandings they had. It did not strengthen them ir-
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retrievably from falling into temptation, particularly on the
night in which Christ was betrayed, when Peter even denied
knowing Jesus and punctuated his denial with curses and
oaths. In fact, in his second epistle, chapter one, Peter
refers to this very incident and to the eye- and ear-witness
testimony he and James and John were able to give in their
preaching; and he freely admits that this firsthand experi-
ence with his very own senses of sight and hearing is NOT AS
SURE as the written testimony of the Holy Scriptures--even
those of the Old Testament alone (to which he specifically
referred). Thus there is a warning for us in this vision:
Even though THIS vision was indeed the revelation of the
Savior, as the Bible clearly states, NOT ALL EXPERIENCE, NOT
ALL VISIONS, NOT ALL PERCEPTIONS are "worthy of all ac-
ceptation." In the case of the transfiguration, we have the
infallible testimony of the Holy Spirit to confirm it; but our
frail human senses, beclouded as they often become by the
temptations of the devil, the world, and our flesh, are not
absolutely reliable, just as our poor, weak human reason is
unreliable and must always be held servant to the Word (II
Corinthians 10:5). The Lord Jesus Himself warns us against
relying upon our senses in matters of faith when He said to
Thomas: "Because thou has seen Me, thou has believed; bles-
sed are they that have NOT seen, and yet have believed!" (John
20:29) Yes, "we have also a more sure Word of prophecy'--
more sure than the actual perception of the eyes and ears of
the disciples at Jesus' transfiguration, says Peter--"where-
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a Light that shineth
in a dark place, until the Day Star arise in your hearts" (II
Peter 1:19).

As we therefore view in spirit the magnificent "mani-
festation" or Epiphany of our Savior in His transfiguration on
the holy mount, with all of its attendant significance for our
faith and for our salvation, let us give particular attention to
the Father's exhortation out of the bright cloud of His gra-
cious presence: "This IS my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased, Hear ye HIM." For in the pages of His precious
Word, we have the Savior’'s all-sufficient, perfect reliable and
infallible manifestation of Himself in all His glory, "the glory
as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth"
(John 1:14). Hear the Word, quench your sin-parched throats
with the Living Water of His Gospel, cling in confidence to
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its promises, and rejoice in the sure hope it gives to penitent
sinners; "and ye shall find rest for your souls" (Jeremiah 6:16;
Matthew 11:28-30); for that is the ultimate purpose of the
Savior's blessed Epiphany. |

--D.T.M,

o T e e )
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HE WORLD by M. L. Natterer

The American Friends Service Committee (Quaker Group)
condemned the U. S. Supreme Court decision upholding the
death penalty, despite clear evidence of racial discrimina-
tion. "We are shocked that the Supreme Court appears to
acknowledge that racial discrimination exists in connection
with the death penalty, yet finds it acceptable," declared
Asia A. Bennett, AFSC Executive Secretary. Thehigh court in
April ruled that murderers may be put to death despite statis-
tical evidence that racial bias often determines which mur-
derers go to death row and which do not. Asia Bennett said,
"We abhor capital crimes and our sympathies lie most strong-
ly with the victims, but we affirm that there is no justifica-
tion for taking the life of any woman or man for any reason.”

Do we not have the right to protect our home and our
country against the intruders? First and foremost, we
have the government to carry out this responsibility!l In
Ramans, chapter 13, the Apostle refers to the government as
one who bears not the sword in vain, but is the minister of
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that does evil.
And in his 1st Epistle the Apostle Peter again refers to this
responsibility of the government to punish the evildoers
(2:14), And what should be the punishment for those who
intentionally and maliciously take another's life? Already in
Genesis, chapter 9, the principle is laid down: "Whoso shed-
deth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed" (9:6]. And
Jesus declares in the New Testament, "All they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword" (Matthew 26:52). The
Stats should carry out the death penalty fairly and consis-
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tently, without regard to race, poor or rich, male or female.
If this were done, it would be a deterrent! For even the devil
acknowledged, "Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he
give for his life" (Job 2:4]. God ordained the government to
protect those law-abiding citizens who seek to uphold the 5th
Commandment--not the murderers!

——— — — — — — — — — — ~— - — —— .- — P,

A Roman Catholic researcher doubts the New Testament
account that Christ was born in a stable on a cold winter's
night because there was no room in the inn at Bethlehem.
Rev. Jerome Murphy-0'Connor, a prominent Bible scholar said
on a recent walking tour of Bethlehem, he doubts St. Luke's
account that Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth and moved to
Bethlehem, Joseph's hometown, during the final stages of
Mary's pregnancy in order to be counted in a census. Luke
had to reconcile two conflicting facts--that Jesus was born
in Bethlehem but that the family home was in Nazareth, said
Murphy-0'Connor, originally of Ireland and now a professor at
the Ecole Biblique et Archeologique Francaise in Jerusalem.
He also is the author of an archaeological guide, "The Holy
Land." Luke came up with the idea of the census, he added,
but it is not a logical explanation because population counts
conducted at the time asked people to stay put. "I think the
child was born in Bethlehem because that's where they (Mary
and Joseph) lived."

For every true Christian whatever God says inHis Word
is always the truth. It is utterly impossible for God to lie.
Therefore every sincere Christian seeks to take his reason
captive and humbly submit it to the Word of God. The Virgin
Mary was a splendid example of this when visited by the angel
Gabriel who annouonced that she would be the mother of the
long-awaited Messiah. And what was her response? "Behold
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy Word"
(Luke 1:38). How sad that many within the pale of Christen-
dom do not possess that fine attitude! Instead, they clevate
their puny wisdom above the Scriptures and vainly attempt to
"correct" what "holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost" (1l Peter 1:21], The Christmas Gospel is
plain. (Luke 2:1-20). The Lord says, "To this man will |
look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit and
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trembfeth at My Word” (Ilsaiah 66:2]. Woe betide ihase
"wiseacres"” [as Luther calls them] who are always attempting
to "improve" upon God's Word!

—_— P c- . . — —— — - — — — — — —— — —

More than 2 million Moslems "stoned the devil" in the
climax of their pilgrimage to their holy city, Mecca, and Iran
said the Satan they struck was the United States. Saudis
officials claimed Iran had plotted to take over the Grand
Mosque, lock hundreds of thousands of pilgrims inside and
force them to swear fealty to Ayatollah Khomeini, Iran's
revolutionary patriarch, as leader of the world's 850 million
Moslems. Soldiers and army helicopters shadowed 157,000
Iranians who joined pilglrims, called hajjis, from 122 other
countries in stoning the three Devil's Pillars on the Plain of
Arafat 16 miles from Mecca. Each Pilgrim threw seven
stones at each pillar.

The terrible acts of violence committed by Moslem ter-
rorists throughout the world over the past years must surely
be laid at the doorsteps of {slam’'s largest minority sect--the
Shiites. The two main groups withing the Moslem religion
are the Shiites and the Sunnis. Back in the 7th-century the
Shiites separated from the dominant Sunni branch. The Bhi-
ites hold to all of the basic beliefs of Islam but insist that
the ruler of all Moslems is a post open only to descendants of
Mohammed through his son-in-law Ali, while the Sunnis hold
that the post is elective but restricted to the tribe of Mo-
hammed. The United States is not the enemy of the Maslems.
They are free to practice their idolatrous religion in our
country without any hindrance. Their mosques are to be
found in many of our cities. In fact, one such mosque now
exists in Corvallis, Oregon, just twenty miles from our city of
Lebanon. How ironic that the Moslems "stone the devil"” when
they are still his willing followers who seek to enlarge Satan's
kingdom of darkness by spreading the lies of their false
prophet, Mochammed. We Christians must ever be on our
guard lest we succumb to the temptation of simply shifting
the blame for our sin on someone clse instead of assuming the
responsibility and pleading with the publican: "God be merci -
ful to me, a sinner" (Luke 18:13]}., If we Christians would
resist the devil with God's Word, he would flee from us

Page 16



(Matthew U4:1-4; James 4:7].

- — ame v e e e maw  has e s emm e wem e tmmn e
— o emn oy mme e wew ke e cme s e e wen e mem e

Ahmed Osman, the author of "Stranger in the Valley of
the Kings," claims a mummy in a Cairo museum is the biblical
figure Joseph. Osman, a teacher and translator who re-
searched his theory for 22 years, said in an inteview, "I am
sure that Yuya, who was chief administrator and therefore
virtual ruler of Egypt under the pharaohs Tuthmosis IV and his
son, Amenhotep III, between 1413 and 1367 B.C., was the
Joseph of the Book of Genesis." Osman's interest was first
aroused by the passage where Joseph calls himself "a father
to pharach." Yuya's tomb was discovered by an American-
financed excavation in 1905 between the tombs of two phara-
ohs in the Valley of the Kings and is well recorded in the
literature of Egyptology. Yuya had 41 titles and one of them
was "a father of pharaoh," the only knowm person in Egyptian
history to bear it. "The title was found inscribed inhis tomb
and more than 20 times on his funerary papers," Osman said.
He saw Yuya's mummy in Cairo in 1984 and said that "the
hands are placed, palms down, under the chin. It is the only
mummy we know of whose hands are placed, palms down, under
the chin. It is the only mummy we know of whose hands were
not across his chest in the conventional position of the god
Osiris, suggesting he did not subscribe to the gods of Egypt."

No doubt Ahmed Osman's book should prove to be very
popular since he has quite an intriguing story to relate.
Osman's claim, however, has no basis whatsoever in Holy
Writ. In Genesis 50:25,26 we are told that "Joseph took an
oath of the children of Israel saying, God will surely visit
you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. 5o Joseph
died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed
him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.” Then in Exodus
13:18 we are told that when the Israelites left Egypt "Moses
took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn
the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and
ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you." And finally,
inJoshua 24:32 we read that "the bones of Joseph, which the
children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in
Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons
of Hamor,
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Elizabeth Clare Prophet is the head of the Church Uni-
versal and Triumphant and the messenger through which a
host of ascended masters speak, giving spiritual direction to
help people on the path toward enlightenment. The masters
include St. Germain, whom she describes as the sponsor of her
church; Jesus; a 16th-century Moslem named El1 Morya; and her
late husband, Mark L. Prophet, who in 1958 founded the or-
ganization. Others include the Virgin Mary, Confucius,
priestess Lady Nada of the lost continent of Atlantis, Pope
John XXIII and K-17, head of the Cosmic Secret Service,
Their message, as transmitted by Elizabeth Prophet, essen-
tially is that each soul contains a personalized spark of deity
and that individuals are part of God, called the "I AM" pre-
sence, after God's Words to Moses in the Book of Exodus. She
claims that the soul evolves over many life-times and even-
tually can escape the re-incaration cycle and ascend to the
sphere of pure spirit, returning to its source--depending on
what individuals do in various reincarnations. Elisabeth
Prophet, age 48, said in an interview at her Royal Teton Ranch
headquarters in Montana (near Yellowstone Park) that she had
her first remembrance of previous incarnations at the age of
3 and subsequently learned of past lives as Marie Antoinette,
King Arthur's Queen Guinevere and the Biblical figure Martha.
Estimates by observers range from 5,000 "hard-core" mem-
bers to upwards of 100,000 who follow the teachings in some
fashion.

By her own admission Elizabeth Prophet had been a stu-
dent of Theosophy and a Christian Scientist before joining
the Summit Lighthouse founded by her late husband. This
cult is a tool of the "father of all lies" who would have men ta
believe that which is diametrically opposed to God's Word of
Truth. True enlightenment comes only from God's Word which
is "a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path" (Psalm
113:105)..."the entrance of Thy words giveth light" (v. 130].
That Word reveals to us our dear Savior who is "the Light of
~ the world"” (John 8:12). If we follow Him and His Word we
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the Light of Lifel
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Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor

--CONVENTION MOTTO--

"The End of All Things Is At Hand," --1 Peter 4:7.

--CONVENTION ESSAY--

The False Claims of the Millennialists
by Pastor E. R. Stallings
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on
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on
June 23rd



SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS
10200 - 62nd Avenue 50,
Seattle, Washington 98118

CONCORD!A LUTHERAN CONFERENCE OIRECTORY

HOLY SCRIPTURE EY. LUTH. CHURCH
San Antonio, Texas 78218
Currently meeting at the Sheraton
North Hotel, 1400 Austin Highway.
Sunday School & Bible Class
. . .at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr, Pastor
110 Grasmere Court
San Antonio, Texas 78218
Telephone: (512) 656-2125
PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Central Ave, at 171st Place
Tinley Park, I1linois 60477
(South Suburban Chicago)
Sunday School & Bible Class
. .at 9:15 a.m.
Morship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor
8701 West 167th Place
Orland Park, I1linois 60462
Telephone: (312) 532-9035
Note: On the 1st & 3rd weekends
of each month, Saturday services
are held in Midland, Michigan.
Sunday School & Bible Class
. .at 7:00 p.m.
Worship Service . .at 8:00 p.m.
Please contact the pastor for
the location of the services.
ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Tangent
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
Sunday School & Bible Class
. « .at 10:00 a.m.
Morship Service . .at 11:00 a.m.
Rev. M. L. Natterer, Pastor
483 Tangent Street
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
Telephone: (503) 258-2941

ST. LUKE'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
55th Ave. S. % S. Fountain St.
Seattle, Washington 98118
Sunday School & Bible Class
. .at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor
9658 - 54th Avenue South
Seattle, Washington 98118
Telephone: (206) 723-7418

Note: Services are also held in
the McCall Floral Chapel
at 1400 Vancouver Street
Yictoria, British Columbia
Sunday School . . .at 2:00 p.m.
Worship Service . .at 3:00 p.m.
Bible Class . . . .at 4:30 p.m.
ST. STEPHEN®'S EV. LUTH. CHURCH
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279
Norship Service:
(From June 1st to Sept. 30th)
. . .at 9:30 a.m.
(From Oct. 1st to May 31st)
. . .at 10:00 a.m.
(SS & Bible Class after Service)
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Pastor
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279
Telephone: (605) 938-4710
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE
PERIPATETIC SEMINARY
Address all inquiries to the
Coomittee on Theol. Education
in care of
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, chairman
9658 - 54th Avenue South
Seattle, Washington 98118
Telephone: (206) 723-7418
or: {206} 723-1078
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