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STATMENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

languagethepure doctrine of God's 
Word as taught by the true Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statrent of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study 
and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate, by ourscriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form it confess, teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
our Scriptural position indoctrine 
andpractice, andtourgethemutual 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings 
but that we are, by God's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemindandinthesame judgment." 

Tosetforth pertinent historical 
information which has a bearing 
uponthechurch andtoexposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our 
reportingandfreely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhichweare not 
aware and which has been called to 
ourattention. Alsoto clarify any 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



A MAN Of MOST REMARKABLE TALEN-?-S AND VlRTUES 

On October 31st we again commemorate the work of the 
Reformation which the Lord wrought through Martin Luther. 
For on that day in 1517 Martin Luther began the cleansing of 
the church by nailing his 95 Theses on the Castle Church door 
in the city of Wittenberg, Germany. Those hammer blows 
echoed throughout Europe ? The time had finally come when 
the bright light of the pure Gospel message would shine forth 
throughout the world to cheer every sin-burdened soul with 
the joyous message that he that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life (John 3:36) due solely to the grace of God in 
Christ Jesus without and not by the works of the Law (Gal. 
2:16). 

The man whom the Lord had chosen to carry out this 
blessed work of reforming the church was a man of most 
remarkable virtues and talents. Anyone who is reasonably 
familiar with the life and writings of Luther can not justifi- 
ably deny this fact. 

Not only have 1 read many books on the life of Martin 
Luther, but, like the rest of our brethren in the Conference, I 
have also studied his writings and sermons for my personal 
edification. And the older I get, the more I have learned to 
appreciate this extraordinary man of God. Let there be no 
misunderstanding. I neither regard Martin Luther as in- 
fallible nor do I idolize him to the point of veneration. He 
was a sinful human being and he also acknowledged and be- 
moaned this fact. But the Scriptural truths which he be- 
lieved and so courageously confessed, I also, by God’s grace, 
believe with all my heart. 

Moreover, the Lord enjoins upon us in His Word to “re- 
member them which have the rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the Word of God= whose faith follow, considering the 
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end of their conversation” (Heb. 13:7). In my estimation, 
one of the most splendid virtues of the Reformer was his 
humility. By God’s grace, Luther was not dominated by sinful 
pride. This is particularly evident in his high regard for the 
Word of God. Listen to his own words: 

We shouldhearGod*s Wordwithfearandstud 
with humility; we should not pounce upon i I 

init 
with 

our own notions of what is right. . .if you cannot 
understand it, then take your hat off to it. It will 
tolerate no abuse or any human constructiorqitis 
in dead earnest and insists on being honored and 
observed. . . 
Even though reason wantstoleadus elsewhere,we 
nonetheless check ourselves and say: No matter 
what reason says, there is God's Word and com- 
mand;Iwillletitgoatthat. Whena man can cling 
to the Wordinthis way,ourLord Godandthe entire 
heavenly host smile. . . 

(what Luther Says, Vol. III, page 7472) 

Luther did not thrust himself into the forefront. He 
confessed himself to be a “lump of clay” and that his salva- 
tion lay completely beyond his own powers and efforts, name- 
ly, in the mercy of his dear heavenly Father revealed in his 
dear Lord Jesus Christ who loved him and gave Himself for 
him. Love to his dear Lord Jesus constrained Luther to be 
such a valiant defender of the Word of God before those who 
would lay unholy hands upon it. From the time that he began 
the Reformation to the day of his death, Luther sought to 
glorify Him who had called him out of darkness into His 
marvelous light (1 Pet. 2:9). Listen to his last prayer as he 
lay upon his death-bed: 

0 my heavenly Father, one God, and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,Thou God ofall comfort,Ithank 
Thee that Thou hast given for me Thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, in whom I believe, whom I have 
preached and confessed, loved and praised, whom 
the wicked Pope and all the godless shame,perse- 
cute, and blaspheme. I pray Thee, dearLord Jesus 
Chrlst,let me commend my little soul to Thee. 0 
heavenly Father, if I leave this body and depart, I 
am CertainthatIwillbe with Thee forever,and can 
never, nevertear myself'outof Thy hands. God so 
loved the world that He gave His only- be otten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shou d not ff 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

(Martin Luther His Life and His Labor 
by Wm. Dallmann,page 253) 
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That humility was also revealed in his relationships 
with his fellow-men. Dr. Plass correctly observes, “Men knew 
that Luther fought issues, not persons; that he hated sin but 
loved sinful men and was ever ready to help them, whether 
they were friend or foe” (This is Luther, page 160). 

We who are privileged to possess the blessed heritage of 
the Reformation-- Scripture alone, Grace alone, Faith alone-- 
should as faithful Lutheran Christians strive to follow Lu- 
ther’s example of humility to the Word of God. For the Lord 
declares by the pen of the prophet Isaiah, “To this man will I 
look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit and 
trembleth at My Word” (6 6 :2 ) 

When the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh, would 
tempt us to elevate ourselves because we think that we pos- 
sess such exceptional abilities and talents, then let us, like 
that highly-gifted man, Martin Luther, take to heart the words 
of the Apostle Paul, “For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? And what hast thou that thou didst not re- 
ceive?“. . . (1 Cor.4:?). We Christians should “be clothed with 
humility= for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble”( 1 Pet.5 :6). 

With such humilty in the heart of every member of our 
Conference and revealed in our daily lives, the congregations 
of our Conference will continue to work together in true 
brotherly unity and harmony that the Kingdom of our dear Lord 
Jesus Christ may be extended here on earth! 

Your servant in Christ, 
M. L. Natterer 
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THE ROMAN PAPACY 
-- THE VERY ANTICHRIST 

Not since 1979 has our beloved country been caught up in 
the fervor and excitement of “papalmania”, the highly- 
charged emotional atmosphere that accompanies Pope John 
Paul II on his visits around the world. Again this year, for 
ten days just recently in mid-September, the media had a 
virtual field-day with news coverage and “specials” that 
would be envied by any number of candidates in an election 
year, more hours of programming and more exposure than that 
given to any other visiting head of state or international 
celebrity. For more than a week, it was practically impossible 
to avoid seeing and hearing about the personable Polish Pope, 
who was literally “piped in” to our very homes day in and day 
out and hailed variously by reporters and commentators as 
“the Holy Father”, “the head of the Christian church”, “the 
supreme Pontiff” and the “Vicar of Christ.” 

And yet, on this particular occasion, Pope John Paul II 
(whom’ Billy Graham once referred to as “the moral leader of 
the world”) was on an emergency public relations mission to 
woo American Catholics back into line, to drum up support for 
his generally unpopular, “conservative” stand on social is- 
sues, and to silence the opposition and dissent of both lay- 
men. and clergy to his “infallible” pronouncements on birth 
control, abortion, and women ‘in the priesthood. (It should be 
of interest to our readers that 75% of American Catholics 
polled jointly by the New York Times and CBS believe that they 
can disagree with and even disobey the Pope and still be 
“good Catholics.“) His so-called “moral leadership” in mo- 
dem societies like the United States is now said to be in 
question, as the world seems to be exerting more pressure on 
his “faithful” than is “Holy Mother Church”. 
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Sad to say, however, few of the Pope’s critics today--not 
even Protestant and “Lutheran” leaders--take issue with the 
Pope of Rome on such matters as the authority of Scripture, 
the doctrine of justification, prayer to and for departed 
saints, the Romanistic perversion of the Lord’s Supper, and 
his claim to papal infallibility. In fact, ttjustification by 
grace through faith alone” and “the authority of Scripture 
versus church tradition” are not addressed in theological 
discussions between Lutheran and Catholic leaders? Why? 
We are told that there is not enough disagreement on these 
subjects to merit spending time on them! NOT ENOUGH DISA- 
GREEMENT?? Why, every properly instructed and informed 
Lutheran knows that, since the 16th Century, the Pope of Rome 
pronounces his CURSE upon the chief article of the Christian 
faith, namely, that a poor sinner is justified or forgiven by 
God’s free, unmerited grace in Christ Jesus, and that this 
forgiveness is personally received alone by faith, by sheer 
confidence of the heart in God’s mercy, without the deeds of 
the Law. This “heart and core of Bible, lore” the Scripture 
teaches with the utmost clarity; and this very same doctrine 
the Pope unmistakably CURSES! THERE IS INDEED GREAT AND 
FUNDAMENTAL DISAGREEMENT--disagreement on the most ba- 
sic article of faith, EOW POOR SINNERS ARE SAVED BTER- 
NALLY!! .And this is the chief reason why true Lutheran 
Christians hold, on the basis of God’s Word, that the Pope of 
Rome is NOT the “vicar” or substitute of Christ on earth (as 
he arrogantly claims to be), but is in fact the very opposite, 
the VERY ANTICHRIST himself, described clearly and unmis- 
takably by the Holy Spirit through Paul in II Thessalonians, 
chapter 2. And lest we lose sight of that irrefutable des- 
cription and identification of the entire papal system as “the 
very Antichirst”, permitting our exposure to the kindly, mild- 
mannered and pious-looking John Paul II to becloud our Chris- 
tian judgment, let us here once again review the marlcs or 
characteristics of the Antichrist as laid out for us in Holy 
Scripture and repeated time and again in our precious Luther- 
an Confessions: 

I. THE COMING OF THE GREAT ANTICHRIST IS ACCOMPANIED 
BY A GREAT FALLING AWAY (v. 3) 

Those who faithfully follow and truly believe the tea- 
chings of the Antichrist will be many, and on his account will 
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fall away from Christ and His true Word; for all who really 
believe that they are saved in whole or in part by their own 
works of merit are “fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:4). And 
this soul-destroying error of s,alvation by grace and works is 
taught by the Roman Pope, in a manner and with a fervor 
umatched by any other sect, as pointed out above. For no 
other religious group or system CURSES the doctrine of justi- 
fication, as the Pope of Rome. 

II, THE GREAT ANTICHRIST HAS HIS SEAT IN THE VISIBLE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH (v.4) 

Unlike many antichrists outside of Christendom (Mos- 
lems, communists, the so-called Witnesses of Jehovah, Mor- 
mons, and such individuals as Nero, Hitler, and Stalin), the 
great Antichrist disguises his wickedness under the “sheep’s 
clothing” of the Gospel of Jesus and the sign of His blessed 
cross! He makes it look to all who see him that he is a pious, 
sincere believer in the Triune God? Other antichrists seldom 
operate in this manner, but come straight out with their 
falsehoods and are easily identifiable. This clear picture of 
the great Antichrist fits ONLY the Roman Pope, who “sitteth” 
upon a veritable throne in the church and from which seat (ex 
cathedra) he proclaims his vicious, anti-Christian teach- 
ings! 

III. THE GREAT ANTICHRIST SHOWS HIMSELF THAT HE IS GOD 
AND APPROPRIATES TO HIMSELF THE HONOR AND GLORY DUE 

TO GOD ALONE (v. 4) 

We Christians confess together in our morning worship 
services: “For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord!” 
(Revelation 15:4); and with Mary we delight in singing: “Holy 
is His Name?” (Luke 1:49b). Yet the Pope of Rome takes for 
him= the name, Holy Father, the Holy See, and the Vicar 
(Substitute) of Christ, before whom all “the faithful” must 
bow, whose hand and papal ring they must kiss, and to whom 
they must be completely obedient if they are to be eternally 
saved? (Cf. Matthew 4:lO) 

IV. THE GREAT ANTICHRIST EXALTS HIMSELF ABOVE ALL OTHER 
AUTHORITIES WHOM GOD HIMSELFHAS PLACED OVER US (v. 4) 
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Only the Pope of Rome, of all antichrists ever having 
made their appearance in this world, has the self-pride and 
daring to claim that he, above all others, has supreme power-- 
not only over the Church, but also over all governments, all 
kings and emperors, all civil authorities, whether they are 
members of his church or not. Thus he claims to rule with 
“two swords”-- with one ruling over his spiritual realm, and 
with the other he hopes to hold supremacy over all secular 
authorities in the whole world, EVEN OUR OWN GOVERNMENT!! 

V. THE GREAT ANTICHRIST IS SUPPORTED BY SATAN HIMSJZLF 
AND IS SUSTAINED BY THE USE OF POWER AND SIGNS AND 

LYING WONDERS (v.9) 

Although the Antichrist is doing Satan’s work by leading 
precious souls to eternal damnation, he is not the devil 
himself; but he comes “after the working of Satan”--a device 
of the devil to frustrate the plan of salvation authored by our 
gracious God, “who will have all men to be saved and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4). Moreover, 
in order to strengthen and solidify his position as lord and 
master, the Antichrist uses the truly devilish techniques of 
terrorism: Threats of punishment, fear, uncertainty and ut- 
ter despair --the ultimate weapons in the abuse of power. 

And for those who ignorantly followed his lead, his “holy 
mission” is sealed by “lying signs and wonders” designed to 
deceive the hearts of the simple. Oh, how this description 
perfectly fits the Pope of Rome and his entire system!! For 
his subjects blindly follow him out of fear of damnation, fear 
of purgatory, fear of excommunication, fear of his tremen- 
dous power as the Vicar of Christ! And lest they ever get out 
of line and doubt his God-ordained office, he creates a whole 
side-show of relics, charms, mysterious appearances, 
miracle-cures and wonders to back up his reign of power. 
But the saddest of all is that, because most of his devoted 
followers reject the truth of God’s pure Word and its message 
of free, saving grace in Christ Jesus, “God shall send them 
strong delusion that they should believe a lie” (v. 11) --a 
severe punishment from the Lord for their own hardness of 
heart against Him and His holy Word--“lest they should be- 
lieve and be saved” 
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VI. FINALLY, THE GREAT ANTICHRIST WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST 
UNTIL THE LAST DAY, WHEN HE WILL BE UTl’ERLY CONSUMED 

AND DESTROYED BY GOD HIlUSELF (v’s. 7-8) 

St. Paul tells us that this “mystery of iniquity”, this 
spirit of Antichrist, was already at work in the early church, 
but that it would continue to exist and to do its work until the 
end of time. Thus, this careful, exacting and deliberate 
description of the Antichrist cannot fit an individual person 
at some isolated point in history, nor a political movement 
like atheistic communism or Nazism. It can only describe an 
on-going. self-perpetuating institution. And ONLY ONE such 
institution bears ALL the marks of the Antichrist, namely, 
the Church of Rome with its continuous succession of Popes 
from early centuries shortly after the death of the apostles 
down to this present day. 1 The identification of this Anti- 
christ is unmistakable to anyone who will objectively study 
his marks as they are specifically stated in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of our God. The facts that the current Pope is a per- 
sonable, even warm and likeable man as an individual should 
itself put us on our guard against the “lying signs” of the 
devil, whose work the pontiffs engage in when they bind 
Christian consciences to the Law and rob them of the saving 
Gospel of Jesus! 

Let us then be sober and vigilant, lest we fall prey to the 
modern movement of ecumenism, in which differences are 
ignored, doctrine is glossed over, and the precious truth of 
Holy Scripture are sold for a mere “mess of pottage”--tempo- 
ral peace and tranquility ! For that is just what the Roman 
Antichrist would have us do with the wondrous blessings 
restored to us by our gracious God through His servant, 
Martin Luther. No rather “let us hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering, . ..and so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching. 1” (Hebrews lo:23 and 25). 

A trusty weapon is Thy Word, 
Thy Church’s buckler, shield and sword. 

Oh, let us in its power confide 
That we may seek no other guide! 

--D.T.M. 
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THE DIFFERENCE between LUTHER and CALVIN 
on the DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 

44444444 

The Reformation of the 16th century was supposed to 
mark a return from the traditions and rationalism of the 
Roman Church to the clear Word of God as the only Source and 
Norm of Christian Doctrine. However, it soon became evi- 
dent that two camps had arisen during this “reforming”: The 
“Lutheran Camp” and the “Reformed Camp.” While the Lu- 
therans, by God’s grace, submitted to the Word of God as their 
only Source and Norm of Christian faith and life, the Re- 
formed, led by Ulrich Zwingli and later by John Calvin, in- 
sisted that the Scriptures had to be submitted to the reason 
of the human reader. 

This insistence of Calvin and Zwingli bore its dangerous 
fruit in many areas of Christian doctrine and practice, but 
not many were more dangerous and damning than Calvin’s 
perversion of the doctrine of Election. The doctrine of Elec- 
tion is the Scriptural Truth that God, by grace alone, in 
eternity, elected all those who were, by faith, to be saved; and 
that this election is the effective cause of one’s call by the 
Gospel, as St. Paul testifies, “Whom He did predestinate, 
them He aIso called= and whom He called, them He also justi- 
fied= and whom He justified, them He also glorified,” (Remans 
8:29,30). Instead of bowing to the authority of God’s Word 
and simply accepting this clear Scriptural teaching regarding 
this doctrine, a doctrine of great comfort and solace to 
Christians, Calvin looked at the results of the Election of 
Grace and drew feeble human conclusions regarding its cause. 
In this brief article, we shall try to outline the basic dif- 
ferences between Calvin and Luther on this important and 
Scripturally-founded doctrine by simply outlining the perver- 
sions of Scripture, which resulted from Calvin’s conclusions, 
and the pure teachings of Scripture as expounded by Luther. 

Submitting God’s Word to his sinful reason, Calvin 
taught that God not only has elected some to eternal salvation 
and glory, but that God also elected some to damnation, to 
eternal perdition. Calvin wrote, “Predestination we call the 
eternal decree of God by which He has determined in Himself 
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what He would have every individual of mankind turn out to 
be; for they are not all created with a similar destiny, but 
eternal life is foreordained for some and eternal damnation 
for others ,” (Popular Symbolic, Th. Engelder, p. 224). Cal- 
vin’s reasoning involved the perversion of other important 
Scripture doctrines. 

I.THE MEANS OFGRACE 

CALVIN denied the efficacy of the Means of Grace, the 
Word of God and the Sacraments. While Calvin didnottech- 
nically go as far as Zwingli, who insisted that the Holy Spirit 
of God, who alone works conversion in the hearts of sinful 
man, needed no “vehicle,” no means to work faith in the heart 
of man, in essence, Calvin arrived at the same point from just 
a different starting place, namely, the sovereignty of God, 
God’s omnipotence. Calvin asserted that God worked conver- 
sion through this omnipotence rather than by grace through 
the power of the Gospel. Thus, while Calvin acknowledged 
that the Holy Spirit did work through the Means of Grace, he 
also maintained that God converts many people “only through 
the inwardillumination," (emphasis mine) “without the means 
of preaching,” (Popular Symbolics, Th. Engelder, p. 216). 
This attitude of Calvin, based upon the sovereignty of .God 
rather than the grace of God revealed in our Savior Jesus 
Christ, effectively denied the necessity of any means what- 
soever, and in its place asserted for all practical purposes 
that the Holy Spirit works “immediately,” without Word or 
Sacrament, in the hearts of men. The history of the Cal- 
vinistic bodies bears out this assertion, for a majority of his 
adherents in Europe and here in the United States were (and 
are) able to give the time, place, and date of their conver- 
s ion-- a conversion which frequently takes place apart from 
the Means of Grace (the Gospel and the Sacraments), out in an 
empty field in the middle of the night while staring at the 
stars. This “enthusiasm” (faith based on human feelings and 
emotions) of Calvin’s is to this day the benchmark of many, if 
not most, of the sectarian bodies. 

LUTHER, however, held firmly and confidently to the 
Truth which Scripture teaches so clearly, namely, that while 
God the Holy Spirit is indeed omnipotent, nevertheless He 
Himself has chosen not to exercise His omnipotence, in a 
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bare and arbitrary way, in the conversion of men, but rather 
to work conversion through the Means of Grace. Luther 
wrote, “Now this is what I have said: God will not have us 
rely on anything else, or trust with our heart in anything that 
is not Christ in His Word, no matter how sacred and full of 
Spirit it may be. Faith has no other foundation on which it 
can endure. . . . We must seek Christ in that which is the 
Father’s, that is, we must simply and solely cleave to the Word 
of the Gospel, which shows and reveals Christ aright to us,” 
(Christian Dogmatics, F. Pieper, Vol. 3, p. 138). This truth is 
taught so clearly by the Scriptures that to deny it is to call 
God Himself a liar, for the Scriptures are His Word, not man’s 
(I Timothy 3:16), and those Scriptures testify, “Let God be 
true, but every man a liar,” Romans 3:4, Jesus Himself ad- 
monishes to “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life; and they are they which testif$ of Me”’ -- 
(John 5:39). And again, JesTsays, “If ye continue in My 
Word, then are ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the 
Truth, and the Truth shall make you free,” (John 8:31,32). The 
Apostle Paul cinches the case when he writes in Romans 1:16, 
“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it (namely, 
the Gospel) is the power of God unto salvation to every one m- 
that believeth.” 

II. UNIVERSAL GRACE 

CALVIN’S refusal to submit to the Scriptures in the 
doctrines of Election and the Means of Grace involved yet 
more grievous errors. Instead of simply accepting what the 
Scriptures teach regarding election, Calvin looked at the 
result of the Gospel on the hearts of men, namely, that the 
vast majority of people refuse to accept it, and formulated 
his own doctrine of election, entirely of human origin without 
one shred of Scripture to support it. It was “a shot in the 
dark,” an attempt to fathom and understand, and yes, to 
second-guess the mind of God. 

CALVIN denied the universal grace of God, or, in other 
words, that God, for Christ’s sake, earnestly desires the 
salvation of all sinners. Calvin reasoned that the result, 
namely, that so few are brought to faith by the Gospel, must 
show the intent of God, namely that He does not want to save 
all mankind. Thus, since not all are saved, God’s grace can- 
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not be intended or extended to all men. Calvin says, “We 
affirm that this counsel, as far as concerns the elect, is 
founded on His gratuitous mercy (grace), totally and ir- 
respective of human merits; but to all those whom He devoted 
to condemnation the gate of life is closed by a just and 
irreprehensible, but incomprehensible, judgment,” (Popular 
Symbolics, Th. Engelder, p. 224). Nothing could remove the 
comfort of Christ crucified from stricken sinners faster than 
Calvin’s denial of this doctrine. Calvin himself said, “It is 
a horrible decree, I acknowledge,” and yet, he continued to 
deny the universal grace of God with the result that entire 
church bodies have been built upon this foundation of shif- 
ting sand. 

LUTHER, on the other hand, recognized his sinful reason 
as a tool of Satan, and with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
submitted his reason to the Word of God alone. And that 
Word clearly teaches the UNIVERSAL GRACE of GOD, that is, 
God’s earnest desire that all men be saved; that all men 
receive the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Luther knew 
this Scriptural Truth to be absolutely essential to the Gospel 
Message. Without this doctrine maintained intact, no per- 
son could ever be sure of his salvat ion, that God loved him, 
that God sent His Son for him. But every man can be sure! 
Every man can be sure, for the Scriptures teach that God’s 
grace for Christ’s sake is intended and extended to ALL men, 
for as Paul says, “God will have all men to be saved, and to -- 
come unto the knowledge of the Truth,” (I Timothy 2:4). 
Again the Scriptures testify, “The Lord. . . is not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance,” (II 
Peter 3:9). Furthermore, Gxdeclares, “I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way 
and live”’ (Ezekiel 33:ll). With these passages the doctrine 
of the Universal Grace of God is so clearly enunciated that it 
is ludicrous to deny it. 

III UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT 

Another fruit of Calvin’s refusal to submit to the Word 
of God in the doctrine of Election was His denial of the 
UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT, namely, that Christ died and paid for 
the sins of the entire world. Once again, CALVIN argued with 
his reason that the result, namely, the fact that all people are 
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not saved, must reveal the intent of God, namely, that in 
eternity God did not plan for the salvation of all mankind 
through the redemptive work of Christ. Calvin therefore 
taught that since God predestined the majority of mankind to 
hell and that, as a result, few people appropriated to them- 
selves the forgiveness of sins earned for them by Christ, thus 
God did not intend for them to be saved, and Christ also did 
not die for the sins of all but only for the sins of the elect. 

Once again, LUTHER simply held to the clear passages of 
Scripture which teach so clearly that Christ “died for all,” (II 
Corinthians 5:15). What else can Scripture mean when it 
f=Y% “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life,” (John 3:16)? What else does the Lord 
mean when He has John testify in his first epistle general, 
“And He (Christ) is the Propitiation (the Atoning Sacrifice) 
for our sins; andnot for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world,” (I John 2:2)? And what about the words of John 
the Baptist, “R&old the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world,” (John 1:29)? H ow can one understand 
“world” and “whole world” to mean anything else than what it 
says, namely, ALL mankind? 

LUTHER knew that Calvin’s denial of these fundamental 
doctrines of the Christian faith undermined saving faith 
itself, took it off its Scriptural foundation and placed it upon 
the shifting sands of man’s sinful reason. He knew that in 
adopting this position, Calvin had not only placed himself in 
the position of calling God a liar, but also had denied to all 
his followers any real comfort from the Gospel--for the Gos- 
pel without the Universal Grace of God and the Universal 
Atonement of Christ makes the salvation of every person 
uncertain. If God’s grace is not for all people, how can I be 
certain that God’s grace is for me? If Jesus did not shed His 
precious blood for all mankind, how can I be sure that He has 
shed His blood for me? 

IV, CONCLUSION 

It is evident that Calvin’s teaching of a double-predes- 
tination robs Christian souls of the comfort which they 
should derive from the Scriptural Doctrine of the Election of 
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Grace. How could one ever be sure whether he has been 
elected to salvation or unto damnation? This question has 
great practical importance, for if a man goes to his pastor 
and asks for assurance that God’s saving love is intended for 
him, no such assurance could ever be given by a Calvinist. 
There could be no assurance 1) that Christ died to save all, 2) 
that God earnestly desires that all be saved, and 3) that the 
only revealed Means which God uses to work saving faith in 
one’s heart is the precious Gospel. With these three objec- 
tive doctrines gone, there would be nothing for a person’s 
faith to cling to and thus his eternal election must of neces- 
sity remain in doubt. With one’s eternal election in doubt 
souls are robbed of that which God intended to be of great 
comfort for Christians. But, thanks be to God through whose 
precious Word we are assured of the fact that we and all, who 
truly believe in Jesus a.s our only Savior and Redeemer, and 
show our faith in our lives, are indeed the elect children of 
God and heirs of eternal life. 

--MWD 

CONVENTION PAPER (continued from previous issue) 
for the 
1987 Convention of the 
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

II. THE ONLY GOD-ORDAINED OFFTCE IN THE CHURCH, 
THE PASTORAL OPFICE 

Because of their strange notion that the Church can have 
any form: A local congregation, a synod, a seminary class- 
room, a parochial school, a ladies aid, a mission committee, 
etc., the Wisconsin Synod also teaches that the form of the 
ministry may be left up to the option of whatever grouping of 
Christians assemble together and that their right or power to 
establish whatever form of the ministry they please comes 
from their spiritual priesthood. To the Wisconsin Synod, the 
term “public ministry” or “the ministry of the Church” are 
comprehensive terms which include all the various offices 
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which may be established in the Church. They teach that 
Christ has not instituted one definite public office, but a 
general public ministry, leaving it to His Christians to esta- 
blish whatever forms their various groupings may require. 
They, therefore, call one man to be a pastor, another to be a 
school teacher, another to be a professor, another to be the 
president or some other officer in their synod, etc., and they 
teach that all these various offices are included in the gener- 
al term: “the ministry of the Church.” They do away entire- 
ly with the Pastoral Office as the Only Divinely-Instituted 
Office in the Church. 

The Pastoral Office, however, did not nor does it con- 
tinue to originate in the general spiritual priesthood of all 
true believers. It had its origin in the prophetic office of 
our Savior, the risen and ascended Christ (John 20:21); that 
office by which He revealed Himself and continues to reveal 
Himself as the .Son of God and Redeemer of the world; that 
same prophetic office which was carried out by the Apostles 
through their immediate call and by the incumbents of the 
Pastoral Office down through the centuries through the me- 
diate call of the local visible Christian Churches or congre- 
gations. (The immediate call refers to a call extended di- 
rectly by the Lord, without means, while the mediate call 
refers to a call by the Lord through the medium of the local 
congregation.) The Apostles as well as the incumbents of the 
Pastoral Office are therefore spoken of in Scripture as the 
“ministers of Christ” and “stewards of the mysteries of God,” 
(I Corinthians 4:l). Christ continues to this day to perform 
the functions of His prophetic office in His state of exalta- 
tion wherever His Word is taught in its truth and purity and 
His sacraments are administered according to His institu- 
tion. The Office of the Ministry in the Church is Christ’s 
Office. Christ Himself teaches through His “ministers” and 
“stewards” for, whoever hears them, hear Him, (Luke 10:16). 
It is “in His name” that “repentance and remission of sins is 
preached.. . among all nations,” (Luke 24:47). “In Christ’s 
stead” and as though God did beseech the hearers through His 
ambassadors to whom He has committed the “ministry of 
reconciliation,” the appeal is heard publicly and their sound 
is gone out into all the world, “Be ye reconciled to God. For 
He hath made Him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” (II Corin- 
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thians 5:20,21). 

The calling of a pastor is not optional as far as a 
Christian congregation is concerned. The Pastoral Office is 
not something they may or may not establish. The Apostle 
Paul makes it clear that “things are lacking” (Titus 15) in a 
Christian congregation which has not established the Office 
of the Ministry in its midst. The local Church must remem- 
ber that God Himself acts through them in the selection of the 
person who is to serve in this office. It is a very signifi- 
cant and solemn obligation which the Lord has placed upon His 
Church. The work of the Lord is to be carried out among them 
through the person whom they call (if the call is accepted by 
him), and the authority of God Himself is conferred upon him 
as their pastor. The Holy Ghost has made him the “bishop*’ or 
“overseer” over all the flock “‘to feed the Church of God which 
He hath purchased with His own blood,” (Acts 20:28). For 
this reason it is required by Scripture (I Corinthians 1:lO) 
that a call be extended to a pastor elect which is unanimously 
agreed upon by the entire Voters’ Assembly of the congrega- 
tion, while the outward procedure itself is not prescribed by 
God. Neither is the written call document or Diploma of 
Vocation commanded in God’s Word, but is simply a matter of 
convenience in setting forth the respective duties of congre- 
gation and pastor in their sacred relationship to one another. 
Ordination and installation are also merely matters of out- 
ward form and have nothing to do with the conferring of the 
pastoral office upon a qualified individual. They are simply 
the public acknowledgement and recognition of the fact that 
this already has taken place through the issuance of the call 
and its acceptance by the pastor elect. 

The Office of the Ministry of the Church, the Pastoral 
Office, receives it initial commission from the words of the 
Lord Jesus in Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:X,16; John 20:21; 
and John 21:15-17. By these words, in the Great Commission 
and elsewhere, the Lord Jesus was not merely instituting a 
general spiritual priesthood of all true believer through which 
all Christians are kings and priests before God (I Peter 2:9) 
and are obligated to exercise the Office of the Keys privately 
by their personal confession, testimony, and admonition, but 
also, and especially, a real minis try “in concrete,” a s ingular, 
distinct office of preaching the Gospel and responsibility for 
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souls. This is clear from all of those Bible passages which 
so very obviously separate this office from the general spiri- 
tual priesthood. 

Notice how plainly the Lord God, in His Word, spells out 
the personalqualifications of those who “desire the office of 
a bishop,” (I Timothy 3:1), namely, that he “must be blame- 
less, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good be- 
havior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, 
no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a 
brawler, not covetous, one that ruleth well his own house, 
having his children in subjection with all gravity; (for if a 
man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care 
of the Church of God?) Not a novice, lest being puffed up 
with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil,” (I 
Timothy 3:1-7); “blameless, the husband of one wife, having 
faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop 
must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-willed, not 
soon angry, not g3ven to wine, no striker, not given to filthy 
lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, 
just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful Word as he 
hath been taught, that.he may be able by sound doctrine both 
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers,” (Titus 1:6-g), 
furthermore, “It is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful,” (I Corinthians 4:2). 

Notice the functions, duties, and responsibilities 
which the Lord God makes so clear with regard to the Pastoral 
Office: “Take heed . . . unto all the flock over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,” (Acts 20:28). “Feed the 
flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, 
not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but 
being ensamples to the flock,” (I Peter 5:2,3). “We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord;. .and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus’ sake,” (II Corinthians 4:5). ‘They watch 
for your souls, as they that must give account,” (Hebrews 
13:17). “Watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry,” (II 
Timothy 4:5). “Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine,” (II Timothy 4:2). 
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Notice the authority which the Lord gives to the Office 
of the Ministry: “Let a man so account of us as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God,” (I 
Corinthians 4:l). “We are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us,” (II Corinthians 5:21). 

Notice the honor and support which is due the local 
pastor, according to God’s Word: “Let the elders that rule 
well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who 
Labor in the Word and doctrine,” (I Timothy 5:17). “Obey 
them that have the rule over you and submit yourselves,” 
(Hebrews 13:17). “Let him that is taught in the Word com- 
municate unto (share with) him that teacheth in all good 
things,” (Galatians ,6:6). “Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel,” 
(I Corinthians 9:14). 

We must never lose sight of the fact that the Pastoral 
Office is established by the Local Church or congregation not 
when the congregation simply unanimously approves of call- 
ing a pastor, but the Pastoral Office is established when the 
pastor elect actually accepts the call of the Christian con- 
gregation. There is no Pastoral Office or Office of the 
Ministry in the Church without a pastor. An office without 
an incumbent is unheard of in Scripture. If a Christian 
congregation has no pastor, the Bible makes it clear that 
there is “something lacking” (“wanting,” KJV, Titus 1:5) in 
that congregation until a pastor is called and has accepted 
that call. 

A Pastor is the only one whom God has ordained, through 
the call of a Christian congregation, to perform the functions 
of the Office of the Keys publicly, that is, by the authority of, 
in the name of, and in the place of all of the members of the 
congregation to whom alone, as we have seen before, the Lord 
has committed the full power and authority of the Keys. How 
eager you should be to hear your pastor publicly proclaim the 
Word of God, administer the Sacraments, and forgive and 
retain sins in your stead and for your benefit. What he 
preaches from the pulpit and what he teaches in Bible Class 
should be of the greatest concern to you for he is proclaiming 
the Word of God publicly as your mouthpiece in the sense that 
you and all of the other members of your congregation are 
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responsible for what your pastor preaches and teaches, and 
how he conducts his office; whether he is properly carrying 
out the obligations of his call into the ministry of the 
Church. 

All of the functions of the Office of the Keys, which are 
yours, your pastor is required by God to exercise in public 
and in behalf of the entire body of Christians who have called 
him. In doing so, he represents Christ from whom all author- 
ity within the Church is derived because the congregation 
calling him would have no power to vest in their minister had 
it not first been given to them by Christ. Your pastor is the 
“servant” not only of Christ, but also of the congregation (II 
Corinthians 4:5) with this limitation, namely, “for Jesus 
sake.” Your pastor is the “servant” of the congregation be- 
cause the Lord Jesus has called him into his office through 
the medium of the local congregation. In serving your con- 
gregation, your pastor serves Christ, and he serves your 
congregation only inasmuch and insofar as he serves the Lord 
Jesus according to His Word. 

If your pastor is guilty of preaching or teaching false 
doctrine, lives an ungodly life, or is .obviously and wilfully 
negligent in carrying out his official duties, it is your re- 
sponsibility together with your fellow Christians in the local 
congregation to see to it that he is deposed from his office 
and is not eligible for a call to any of your sister congrega- 
tions. Such deposing of a pastor must be done by an absolute 
unanimous decision of the Voters’ Assembly of the congrega- 
t ion. This seldom happens because the laymen are generally 
not well enough versed in Scripture and oftentimes a pastor, 
who is an hireling, tries to keep his members in ignorance 
with regard to the teachings of Scripture. 

With what then are we as pastors to busy ourselves in 
our congregations 2 The Office of the Ministry in the Church 
is also called the Ministry of the Word Especially those 
pastors should be accounted worthy of “double honor” who 
“labor in the Word and doctrine,” (I Timothy 5:17). Such 
laboring in the Word and doctrine, on the part of the pastor, is 
not to make some grandiose name for himself as an outstan- 
ding and excellent theologian whose name and writings appear 
in Christian News and other religious periodicals, but for the 
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benefit of his congregation that the members thereof may not 
stagnate in their Christianity but grow more and more day by 
day in their knowledge of Christ and His Word. 

As pastors, we should be content to feed that flock of 
God by which we have been called into the Office of the 
Ministry, (I Peter 5:2). Some pastors like to be known as 
Church Building Pastors but this should not be our concern. 
Our concern as pastors should be that our people diligently 
learn and know God’s Word so that they can use it in their 
lives--for their own spiritual benefit and for the benefit of 
those in their households, in the Church, and in the com- 
munity. It is only through the Word that the Church is pro- 
perly built, not by us but by the Lord who, through His Word 
adds to the Church daily such as should be saved, (Acts 2:47). 

It is said that to keep people with the Church a good 
pastor keeps his people busy, and so, many pastors have all 
kinds of little tricks to keep their people doing things around 
the church. Here too, if a good pastor keeps his people busy, 
it should be busy with the Word of God Our people cannot 
know God’s Word too well. They will not go Bible crazy if both 
young and old memorize the Scriptures and Luther’s Small 
Catechism so that the Word of God becomes in them a “well of 
water springing up into everlasting life.” 

It has been said that nothing holds people with the 
Church like “good preaching.” But good preaching alone is 
not what the Lord is speaking of when He speaks of “those who 
labor in the Word and doctrine.” There must be teaching! 
Thorough teaching in our congregations! There must be such 
teaching which constantly encourages and causes our mem- 
bers to answer questions with the Word of God which has been 
inculcated into their minds and into their hearts. Teach 
them rightly to divide Law and Gospel? A sermon may go in 
one ear and out the other--and such is often the case. But 
when our members learn and know the Scriptures so that they 
are able to answer correctly all kinds of questions with regard 
to their faith, then there will be growth, and “good preaching” 
will be listened to with joy and understanding. This is “la- 
boring in the Word and doctrine” when there is a regular and 
consistent, constant, continuing, and thorough watering with 
the Word of God in the local Church with its Public Ministry 
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so that God’s Word, as becometh it, will not be bound but have 
free course for the edifying of Christ’s holy people; that it 
will accomplish what God pleases and will prosper in the thing 
whereto He sends it, (Isaiah 55:10,11). 

It is the Office of the Ministry in the Church, the 
Ministry of the Word properly conducted, in which the pastor 
is willing and eager, not for money or for pleasant living, but 
for his work’s sake, to spend himself and be spent (II Corin- 
thians 12:15) in teaching God’s Word to his flock, that fills 
the pews with Christian people, the homes with Christian 
parents and children, the Voters’ Assemblies with Christian 
men, the nurturing of the young by Christian women, the 
seminaries with those who sincerely desire the office of a 
bishop and will one day, by God’s grace, shepherd a flock of 
their own. Such teaching only will be the salvation of our 
Churches in these last days and of our beloved Goncordia 
Lutheran Conference. Here is where we must begin to set 
things in order ! Think of how shameful it is that entire 
families have grown up in our Conference congregations for 
over thirty years, yet where ar’e the children? and their 
spouses? and their families? 0, may all of our congrega- 
tions recognize the need for thorough instruction in God’s 
Word that our men may become solid pillars in the Church, our 
women devout and well-versed teachers of the little ones in 
the home, and our children not “blown about by every wind of 
doctrine” but able to stand up for the pure teachings of God’s 
Word and be true Lutherans by convict ion. 

The Office of the Ministry in the Church! Think of what 
Christendom would be without it! It is the only God-ordained 
or divinely instituted office in the Christian Church. It is 
not to be despised by the people or emasculated by hirelings. 
But there are other offices in the Church! What does the 
Bible teach about them? 

(to be continued in the next issue) 

--PRB 
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