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STATEMENT of PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and plain
language the pure doctrine of God's
Word as taught by the true Lutheran
Church in full accordance with the
Book of Concord of 1580 and the
Brief Statment of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scrip-
ture, what true Christians are to
believe and how, out of love for

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly Tives.

To furnish aids for Bible study
and articles for Scriptural devo-
tion and meditation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false
church body but that the congrega-
tions which form it confess, teach,
and practice the Word of God in its
full truth and purity and use the
Sacraments according to Christ's
institution. A1l who do this are
the true visible Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share
our Scriptural position in doctrine
and practice, and tourge themutual
public acknowledgment of such God-
given unity. Thus weshall beable
thereafter to practice a God-
pleasing Church fellowship with
them.

To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings
but that we are, by God's grace,
“perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment."

Toset forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church and to expose modern
philosophical thought and the so-
called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.

To expose particularly the false
teaching and practice of the
various so~-calied "Lutheran"
church bodies by comparing their
teachings and practices with what
is plainly recorded in the Word of
God, in the Lutheran Confessions,
and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.

To expose false teaching and
practice wherever it makes its
appearance and to keep abreast of
the current happenings in the
church and among the nations as
signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our
reporting and freely to correct any
misinformation ofwhichwearenot
aware and which has been called to
our attention. Alsotoclarify any
information or statement of doc-
trine or practice which may be
unclear to our readers or which may
create a wrong impression.
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World-wide Church of God (Herbert Armstrong) and the Jeho-
vah Witnesses that the Christian observance of Christmas on

December 25th is pagan and that the Lord Jesus was not even

born on December 25th. Whether or not Jesus was born ex-
actly on December 25th is of no importance whatever. The
event, however, which is commemorated by every true Chris-
tian --the birth of Christ--is of tremendous importance. We
certainly would not deny that the observance of Christmas
has been shamefully abused by those who have commerci-
alized it and turned it into a sentimental holiday. But for
every true Christian it is a special occasion to reflect upon
the love which radiates from that scene in Bethlehem's man-
ger where we behold what the Apostle Paul describes in I
Timothy 3:16, "Without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: GOD WAS MANIFEST IN THE FLESH."

Who is God? "God is a Spirit" (Luke 24:39). God is a
being without flesh and blood. There never was a time when
God was not; He always has been from all eternity. "Before
the mountains were brought forth or ever Thou hast formed the
earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting,
Thou art God" (Psalm 90:2). While in essence there is only
one God, there are three distinct Persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. In Matthew 28:19 the command is given by the
Lord Jesus to make disciples of all nations, "baptizing them
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost." The Apostle tells us that "God was manifest in the
flesh," that He became visible, taking into His divine person
a truly human nature. Now which person of the Godhead
became visible? Not the Father, for we are told in Galatians
that "God sent forth His Son, made of a woman" (4:4). Nor
was the Holy Ghost manifest in the flesh; there is not even a
hint of such a thing in the Scriptures. It was the Son,
Christ, the second Person of the Holy Trinity, who became a
true Man. "In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent His only-begotten Son into the world
that we might live through Him" (I John 4:9).
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God revealed in the flesh of man--what a divine mystery!
The Psalmist declares, "Many, O Lord my God, are Thy wonder-

UAY. " '
ful works which Thou hast done. . ."(40:5). By His almighty

Word He created heaven and earth and everything in it
(Genesis 1). He continues to sustain and preserve all things
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the Athenians, "For in Him we live, and move, and have our

being. . ."(Acts 17:38). He directs, guides and rules, all
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is beyond the grasp of our puny understanding.

But even more wonderful is the fact that God became
Man. Adam and Eve had received the first promise of this
glorious revelation (Genesis 3:15), then it was repeated to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the prophets, that the Seed of
the Woman (Galatians 3:16) would come to redeem us from sin,
death, and hell. And what God promises, He also fulfils!
That Seec »f the Woman was God manifest in the flesh! He
was, and is, true God and true Man in one undivided Person.
The Evangelist John speaks of the birth of Christ and says,
"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. . ."(1:14).
"And the Word was God" (1:1). During His public ministry
Jesus declared to the Jews, "I AM" {John 8:58; cp. Exodus
3:14); "I and My Father are one" (John 10:30). Therefore, "All
men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He
that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father which hath
sent Him" (John 5:23). In full accord with Scripture we
Christians can joyfully confess with Martin Luther, "I believe
that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from
eternity, and also true Man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my
Lord." This blessed truth is made known to us not that we
seek to probe into this great mystery in an attempt to harmo-
nize it with our finite reason, but rather that we believe it,
rejoice in it with all our hearts, and praise God for it in our
daily lives.

If God had revealed Himself in the flesh in order to
demand an account of us because of our manifold sins and
transgressions, then this great mystery would fill us with
terror and our hearts would be plunged into the pit of despair
for "the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). But God revealed
Himself in the flesh not "to condemn the world; but that the
world through Him might be saved" (John 3:17). God was re-
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vealed in the flesh, "made under the law, to redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
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through death He might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Hebrews
2:14,15). More words are not necessary, "for ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet

for your sakes He became poor, that ye uu‘ougn His poverl;y

might be rich" (II Corinthians 8:9).

What a privilege for all the pastors and the members of
their congregations in our little Conference to preach and
hear this great mystery emphasized during the Christmas
holidays. Such unmerited favor should prompt all of us to
bring the blessed Christmas message to those who do not yet
know the true Christmas joy and by living together with those
who are one in faith with us in love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22, 23).

--M. L. Natterer, President
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OFFICIAL NOTICE

I have appointed Mr. Phillip R. Martin of Peace Ev.
Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, to serve on the Com-
mittee on Theological Education and Mr. Victor K. Bloedel of
St. Luke's Lutheran Church, Seattle, Washington, to serve on
the Committee on Lutheran Union.

--M. L. Natterer, President
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ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
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took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man
be. "

Not only at the end of the church year do we Christians
traditionally give special attention to the end of the world
and the last Day of Judgment, almost as if the symbolism of
the season demanded it; but we consider Christ's Second
Coming again in the season of Advent, this time looking
forward to it with hope and joyful anticipation of our redemp-
tion drawing nigh (Luke 21:28). This is not, as some sup-
pose, a preoccupation with Judgment Day; nor are we, like so
many of the sects, absorbed with the anti-Scriptural "dream"
of a millennial reign of our Savior here on earth. Far from it!
We are simply giving due attention to the Lord's warning that
the Last Day is "at hand", and that we are to "watch and pray",
lest it come upon us unawares. Indeed, our special studies
at this time of year should remind us of our constant need for
preparedness--for watchfulness against the last-ditch ef-
forts of Satan to devour us, for real alertness against spiri-
tual drowsiness, and for humble diligence in our use of the
Means of Grace in order to grow and to be strengthened and
preserved in the true faith by the Holy Spirit "against that
day" (I Timothy 1:12).

The real reason why our study of the "signs of the times"
seems like such a preoccupation is simply the contrast be-
tween our concern and the world's bland lack of interest!
Some indeed are outright SCOFFERS, like those spoken of by
the Apostle Peter in his second epistle, who, "walking after
their own lusts" mock the Lord Jesus and His promise, "Surely
I come quickly!" (Revelation 22:20), saying, "Where is the
promise of His coming? For, since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning of the crea-
tion!" (II Peter 3:3-4). Such people are "willingly ignorant,"
Peter tells us. But MOST people fall into another category:
The "blissfully ignorant" who are so caught up in the things of
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this life that they seem to have no time, no concern, no
interest even in "those things which are coming on the earth"
(Luke 21:26). They appear to be completely blissful and
carefree, enjoying what they imagine to be a virtual heaven on
earth! They are anchored to this present world with its
fleeting and vain treasures and pleasures. Why, even the
millennialists, who profess faith in Christ for everlasting
life, often seem to look forward with greater anticipation to a
1,000-year reign with Him here on earth, than to an eternal
reign with Him in heaven!

"The days of Noah" in the Old Testament, just before the
Great Flood, were indeed wicked, as we read in Genesis 6:1-7-
-so wicked that the Lord in His just wrath decided to destroy
man, the foremost of His visible creatures, from the face of
the earth! And, when we look about us in the world today, we
can see many parallels with the spiritual conditions then:
Concentration on "good looks" in future help-mates rather
than on a God-fearing spirit; filthy-mindedness without let-
up; violence and brutality; depravity and perversion! The
same conditions prevailed in Sodom and Gomorrah before God
consumed them that prevail right now in our day and time,
with homosexuality no longer regarded as "wicked" and "per-
verted" and "contrary to nature", but rather a completely
legitimate, alternative "life-style", not to be critized or
condemned! Amoral and immoral behavior of all kinds is
legitimatized and even praised and glorified in movies, tele-
vision, music videos and magazines, with even perfume-
advertising lauding "the pleasures of the flesh" and the wil-
lingness to burn in hell for being obsessed with them!! So it
was, no doubt, also "in the days of Noah" as it is in these last
days of sore distress. The end cannot be far off, and we look
forward to it eagerly!

But the expression "days of Noe" in Matthew's Gospel
and also in Luke's (chapter 17) refers not so much to the
proliferation of wickedness, vice and perversion as it does to
the complacency of the people generally and their complete
lack of interest and concern for their souls' welfare and for
the imminence of God's wrath upon them. "In the days of
Noe" God mercifully gave the people 120 years to repent of
their wickedness; and during that time Noah preached
"righteousness"--essentially the same message that John the

Page 115



Baptist preached as Jesus' forerunner: Repentance and re-
mission of sins, (II Peter 2:5; Luke 1:76-78; Mark 1:15),

e messsage that wraa ara +n ssnantinmra nnananh -
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ing until the end of time (Luke 24:47; Matthew 24:14). But
virtually NO ONE paid attention to Noah's preaching! Not one
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soul, with the exception of Noah's own family, heeded his

warning as God's prophet! And Matthew tells us that their
willing ignorance in spite of Noah's preaching was so gross
that they "knew not until the flood came and took them all
away." They were too busy to listen to Noah, busy "eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage"; and Luke adds
(17:28) concerning similar conditions "in the days of Lot"
that they also "bought, they sold, they planted, they builded,"
engaged in commerce and investment and building for the

future, as if their lives here in this world would never end!

"As the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of Man be." Those days are indeed upon us right now!
People are so caught up in their own selfishness, concerned
only about their temporal welfare--eating, drinking, marry-
ing, raising families, buying, selling, planting and building--
that they have no time, no interest, no concern for the welfare
of their souls! Their heart is fixed here on earth where their
treasure is (Matthew 6:19-21), the god of materialism. In
them, just as in those who ignored the preaching of Jesus
Himself, is fulfilled Isaiah's prophecy: "This people's heart
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their
eyes have they closed. . .lest (they). . .should be converted"
(Matthew 13:14-15). And Paul writes to Timothy concerning
our own day: "The time will come when they will not endure
(they won't tolerate and put up with) sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears'--they will want teachers who will com-
pliment them with fair-sounding, ear-tickling speeches--
"and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables" (II Timothy 4:3-4).

But Jesus' words here in Matthew 24 are not merely a
general characterization of our day and time and a sign of His
imminent coming. They are also a WARNING directed spe-
cifically to US, "lest at any time (OUR) hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting and drunkenness and cares of this life, and so
that day come upon (US) unawares" (Luke 21:34). We, be-
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cause of both the perverseness and weakness of our flesh
(Romans 7:18), are prone to the same temptations to worldli-
ness and materialism as are others! We, who have by God's
grace received the knowledge of the truth, must therefore
"watch", that is, keep a sharp look-out in anticipation of the
Lord's second coming, putting on the "whole armor of God"
that we "may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil"
(Ephesians 6:10ff.). Knowing these things beforehand, as we
do from the Word of God, we have to "beware, lest (we) also. .
fall from (our) own stedfastness.” And how do we accomplish
that? The Apostle Peter tells us: "Grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (II Peter 3:17-
18), by faithful continuance in and diligent use of the
Savior's Word of Truth (John 8:32-32). Let us never forget
that our preservation in the faith is NOT OUR OWN DOING,
neither is it "AUTOMATIC" for those who have been Chris-
tians their whole life long or for those who once served in His
courts! Rather, "(we) are kept by the POWER OF GOD
THROUGH FAITH unto salvation" (I Peter 1:5; cf. Romans
1:16)... "by the WORD OF GOD, which liveth and abideth for-
ever" (I Peter 1:23).

Moreover, Jesus' words are given to us for our COMFORT
and ENCOURAGEMENT, lest we become downhearted and dis-
tressed by our small size, by lack of growth, by defections
from our ranks, and by abuse and scorn heaped upon us from
without. "As the days of Noe were," wherein FEW, that is,
EIGHT SOULS were saved (I Peter 3:20), even so today, we dare
not become shaken in our faith or offended in our Savior just
because people generally ignore Him and His precious Word of
Life! They ignored Noah too! They ignored Lot! They ig-
nored Elijah and all the prophets! And they ignored our very
own Savior, our PERFECT PROPHET, the very Son of God! Many
actively persecuted them, but MOST "as in the days of Noe"
simply ignored them.

Should we indeed expect anything different? Not at all,
for this too is a sign of the times that the Lord Jesus has
given to us to indicate the nearness of His second and final
Advent. '"Because iniquity shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cold,” He said in Matthew 24. Even many of those
who once loved the Savior and His precious Word will grow
"ecold" toward it, not "endur(ing) sound doctrine", not per-
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mitting themselves to be taught, reproved, corrected, or in-
structed in righteousness (II Timothy 3:16-4:4). And so that
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day will come upon them "unawares as a cou.ylete surprise

to the unprepared, to the spiritually deaf, to the "willingly

ignorant” and to those who, once having received and even

~rhao +h 1 f +han + +h 14 +h + 1K -
\,uampicneu the cause of the truth, solid their splrl.,ual birth

right for purely temporal advantages and now in their blind-
ness can no longer distinguish between truth and error! May
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an easy prey to Satan, who incessantly seeks to devour us and
to snatch away from us at the very last minute the crown of
life which our Savior purchased and won for us with His holy
precious blood! And let us rather hold fast to what we have
by His grace, namely, His pure unadulterated Word and
precious Sacraments--the precious Means of Grace, which
are able to save our souls, "that no man take (our) crown!"
(Revelation 3:11). "Fear not, little flock," our Savior assures
us, "for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom" (Luke 12:32).

Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Savior too!

Human hearts and looks deceive me;
Thou art not like them untrue.

And while Thou shalt smile upon me,
God of wisdom, love and might,

Foes may hate and friends may shun me;
Show Thy face, and all is bright!

Haste, then, on from grace to glory,
Armed by faith and winged by prayer;
Heaven's eternal day's before thee,
God's own hand shall guide thee there.
Soon shall close the earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope soon change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise!

(L.H. 423)

--D.T.M.
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A NOTE to our READERS. ..

You are probably wondering why your November/Decem-
ber issue of the Concordia Lutheran is coming to you so late.
It is not because we do not want it to come out on time or do
not make an earnest effort to do so. The fact that our
periodical comes out late once in a while (or perhaps even
more often than not) is simply going to happen as long as our
Conference is small and has, according to Scripture, a con-
gregational polity. Our congregations, NOT our Concordia
Lutheran Conference, are of chief importance to us because
our congregations are instituted by God Himself while our
Conference is not a divine institution. Furthermore, the
offices of our pastors in their respective congregations are
also instituted by God whereas these same men hold offices
in our Conference which are simply of human origin and
arrangement. Even though they are responsible to carry out
the duties of their offices in our Conference to the very best
of their abilities, nevertheless, it is well understood among
us that their work as pastors in their respective congrega-
tions must always come first and take precedence over their
Conference work. This also pertains to the work of the Edi-
tor of our Conference periodical as well as those whom he
calls upon to submit articles for publication. Sometimes it
happens that because of sickness, family, or congregational
responsibilities our pastors have not been able to produce
sufficient material early enough for the publication of our
Concordia Lutheran on the proper date. On such occasions
we do not wish to incur your ill will or upset you in any way
but urge you to offer a special earnest prayer in our behalf.
We are sure, since our articles are carefully written and are
based firmly on the Word of God, that they will be timely and
edifying for you whether the publication is late or early.

We hope that this explanation helps you to understand
why and under what circumstances the publication of our
Concordia Lutheran may be delayed, and also helps you to
praise God that the reasons for such delays are thoroughly
Scriptural. Our pastors are all engaged in the thorough in-
struction of their respective congregations in the Word of
God (which is indeed a full-time work) and they simply will
not sacrifice their congregation's welfare and growth in the
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Word by placing Conference work above the chief responsi-
bility of preserving for us and for generations after us in our
congregations a thoroughly and well-instructed laity. May
God bless us to this end.

With regard to your subscription to our Concordia Lu-
theran, we reaffirm our pledge that you will indeed receive
the full value of your subscription cost and will see to it that
all of the issues for which you have paid will reach you.

--The Editorial Staff
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CONVENTION PAPER (continued from previous issue)
for the

1987 Convention of the

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

1II. OFFICES AUXILIARY
TO THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY or the PASTORAL OFFICE

The Bible indeed speaks of other offices in the Church
besides the office of the pastor, bishop, elder, or minister--
which are the various Scriptural names given to incumbents
of the Pastoral Office. Inasmuch as the Pastor is charged by
the Lord of the Church to "take heed. .. to all the flock over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made (him) overseer, to feed
the Church of God which He hath purchased with His own
blood," (Acts 20:28), and that he only "must give account"
(Hebrews 13:17) for the souls entrusted into his care by the
"chief Shepherd," (I Peter 5:4), the Pastor, and he alone, is
the official teacher of his whole flock when it is gathered
together or individually, of the old and young, rich and poor,
learned and unlearned, men and women, boys and girls. He is
given the responsibility to oversee everything which is un-
dertaken by the congregation from the upkeep of the church
grounds to the teaching of the children; from the painting of
the church building to the proclamation of God's Word from
the pulpit; from informal fellowship gatherings to the
visiting of the sick. It is obvious, of course, that all of
these things cannot personally be taken care of by the pastor
since the purely temporal duties may take him away from the
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Word of God and prayer {(Acts 6:2). Those chores which are
less involved with the Ministry of the Word may well be given
to others who would serve as helpers to the Pastor. Such
people hold positions which are called auxiliary offices to
the office of the ministry. They are not independent offices
in themselves nor are they instituted by God but are sub-
servient to the one office which Christ has instituted in His
Church, namely, the Pastoral Office. Thus, in the very first
Christian congregation in Jerusalem, we recall how some of
the Grecian widows were neglected "in the daily ministra-
tions," which responsibility fell upon the shoulders of the
Apostles who were the Pastors of that congregation. They
were not neglected on purpose but simply because the
Apostles were not able efficiently to carry out all of their
duties in a congregation of many thousand souls. The less-
important duties were therefore delegated to others. In this
case, seven men were selected by the congregation whom the
Apostles then appointed as deacons to take care of this
matter, (Acts 6:1-5). Notice well that no new office was
ordained by God, nor was the one Office of the Ministry in the
Church divided into parts, but assistants were selected for
special duties by the congregation with the consent or ad-
visement of their pastors who then appointed these assis-
tants for their specific work. Such auxiliary offices are
therefore established in the congregation not by direct com-
mand of God and are therefore not to be regarded as divine
institutions but simply as offices of help to the Pastoral
Office as the need arises in the Church. The responsibility,
of course, for all the souls in the congregation, also for the
work done by those persons holding the auxiliary offices,
rests only with the bishop or pastor of the local congregation,
(Acts 20:28).

With the changes involved in time and conditions in the
Church, the auxiliary offices have also changed and will
change as the needs of the congregations vary. There are
now in local congregations auxiliary offices such as assis-
tant pastors, school teachers, Sunday school teachers, elders,
trustees, ushers, visitors of the sick, heads of charitable
endeavors, and, in the church-at-large, professors at col-
leges and seminaries, and missionaries-at-large. All of
these offices are established, changed, or abolished to suit
the special temporary needs of congregations. They serve
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only one purpose, and that is to make the Office of the
Ministry in the Church, the Pastoral Office, more efficient.

We should always be aware of the fact that no auxiliary
office may claim to be commanded or established by God
although the office of deacon has the Apostolic example and
list of qualifications, (I Timothy 3:8-13). There is nothing
in these verses to indicate that this office is a divine
institution. It will therefore always be an error to empha-
size as a divine institution an office provided for an auxili-
ary purpose. Assistant pastors, parochial school teachers,
Sunday school teachers, trustees, deacons, elders, secre-
taries, and others, may indeed make the work of the congrega-
tion more efficient and enable it to come closer to the
requirements of God's Word--but the establishment of these
offices cannot, in itself, be made a matter of conscience.

Much has been written about the establishment and dis-
continuance of such offices in the Church. Recently, how-
ever, it appears in some Lutheran circles that there is an
endeavor to separate the office from its incumbent. They
state that the office may be established or discontinued at
the will of the congregation as a matter of adiaphora, but that
the incumbent of such an office must not be dismissed except
by the unanimous vote of the congregation. This position,
which they hold to be divisive of church fellowship is unten-
able as far as Scripture is concerned. Since the auxiliary
office is not an independent effice in itself, and since it is
not a divine institution but an office of help to the pastor, it
is obvious that, if an incumbent of such an office ceases to
be of help to the pastor or clashes with the pastor as to how
his auxiliary office is to be performed, even though he is not
guilty of any sinful action (which would always require a
unanimous vote), that such an incumbent of an auxiliary
office may be dismissed by a simple majority vote or that the
pastor himself dismiss such an officer and the pastor’'s
action ratified later by the congregation in its Voters'
Assembly. In such cases, it is self-understood that the
action is taken in a kind and evangelical manner.

The problem involved seems to stem from the so-called
divinity of the call into an auxiliary office. Here we have
one of those non-Scriptural terms, "divine call," which is
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used in a Scriptural sense with reference to the Office of the
Ministry in the Church but merely in an ecclesiastical sense
with reference to auxiliary offices. Only the Pastor of a
congregation has a divine call in the Scriptural sense 1)
because the Lord and Head of the Church requires such an
office to be established and 2) because the Bible plainly
teaches us that, through the call of the local congregation,
the Holy Ghost places the Pastor in his office. This distin-
guishes the call of the Pastor into the Office of the Ministry
in the Church from the appointment to an auxiliary office
which is a matter neither commanded nor forbidden by God (an
adiaphoron) and is simply done by a congregation in Chris-
tian liberty to fill a specific timely need. If the expression
"divine call" is used with reference to assistant pastors,
parochial school teachers, Sunday-school teachers, pro-
fessors, and the like, a proper distinction should be made so
that confusion does not result and people begin to ask, as has
been done, "But doesn't our assistant pastor have a divine
call?" which simply means, "Isn't our assistant pastor just as
much our pastor as our regular pastor?" which of course isn't
the case; or as has been done when people ask, "Doesn't our
parochial school teacher have a divine call to teach the
children of our congregation and consequently the pastor
should not at all interfere with his work?" or when a paro-
chial school principal declares, "Isn't my call just as divine
as the Pastor's call?" The question is not which call is "more
divine" but which call is required by God of the congregation
and is referred to in the Bible as the call of the Holy Spirit of
God Himself, Acts 20:28. Where the proper distinction is not
made between the use of this term with reference to the
Pastoral Office and with reference to auxiliary offices, fric-
tion which should be avoided in the Church has occurred in
congregations and is bound to continue to occur. And this
friction should not be minimized because of which entire
congregations have been torn apart through jealousy and lack
of understanding with regard to the proper distinction be-
tween the "divine call" of the pastor and the "divine call" of
auxiliary officers in the Church,

The Scriptures simply do not indicate that the deacons
were actually called by the congregation in Jerusalem in the
same sense as pastors are called. The Apostles simply told
the congregation, "Look ye out among you seven men of honest
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report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business." "And they (the congregation)
chose" the seven deacons, (Acts 6:1-8). There are no other

instances of congregations doing this and, even if there
were, we could hardly base the "divine call" into an auxiliary
office on a mere example in the early Church. I Timothy 3:8-
13 shows what kind of men congregations should choose for
the office of a deacon. I Corinthians 12:28,29 and Ephesians
4:11 merely indicate, if at all, that such offices were evi-
dently set up in the early Christian Churches to assist the
Apostles and local pastors in their work. There is no indica-
tion that "things are lacking,” (Titus 1:5), as in the case of
Pastors, if a congregation selects no deacons. Such offices
were merely offices of help auxiliary to the one Office of the
Ministry in the Church--offices established merely accor-
ding to need and circumstances. Now to make a call to an
auxiliary office equal to the call of the Pastor, as some do,
simply has no Scriptural backing whatever. Perhaps it is
referred to as a "divine call" because the incumbents are
chosen to perform some of the functions of the Pastoral
Office for which a divine call is necessary. Or, perhaps it is
referred to as a "divine call" because they are called by a
local congregation which has the full function of the Keys and
they are called to perform a part of this function for, and in
the stead, and by the authority of the congregation. If any-
thing, this would only be an ecclesiastical usage of the term
(that is, a human usage within the church) and it would not be
a term which would bind a congregation not to be able to
dismiss the incumbent of such an office for a non-Scriptural
reason, or by a majority vote.

The Pastors of the congregations of our Concordia Lu-
theran Conference are in the process of studying this matter
in order eventually to compose a formal statement of our
Scriptural position. This will then be submitted to our con-
gregations for careful study, and eventually added by our
Conference to our public statement of doctrine on the Church
and its Ministry. May our study on this matter of auxiliary
offices be richly blessed by the Lord so that we may not be
lead into the byways of error either to the right hand or to the
left for His mercies' sake. Amen.

-~PRB
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In Brownsville, Oregon, Lutherans and Catholics share a
place of worship and even a few liturgical practices. On
September 20th, Brownsville Lutheran Church and Holy Trinity
Catholic Mission dedicated a new educational center built by
the Holy Trinity parish, and the newly-remodeled sanctuary
owned by the Lutherans. Bishop Kenneth Steiner of Corvallis
officiated. Joining Steiner was Rev. Skip Getman of Vancou-
ver, Washington, a part-time minister for the Lutheran con-
gregation, and the Rev. Richard Beaudet of St. Helen's Catho-
lic Church in Sweet Home, Oregon, which sponsors the
Brownsville Catholic mission. Mary Stubblefield, president
of Brownsville Lutheran Council, and Joel Pynch, Holy Trinity
Parish Council president, represented their respective
churches. "It used to be impossible for Lutherans and
Catholics to worship together, but I have no problem with it,"
said Anne Schroeder, Stubblefield's mother and a lifelong
Lutheran. Brownsville Lutheran started meeting in 1976 as
an American Lutheran Church "preaching station." Accor-
ding to Pynch, there is one other Lutheran-Catholic affilia-
tion within the Portland Archdiocese. "They have a shared
liturgy," he said, "but hold separate Communion services."

Such joint services between Roman Catholics and Lu-
therans are becoming frequent. We often read about joint
Reformation services, weddings and funerals at which Roman
Catholic and Lutheran ministers officiate, etc. The question
arises: "Who has changed so that such joint services are
now possible?® While there have been some mere outward
changes in the Roman Catholic Church (no more Latin liturgy,
etc.), there has been NO change in their false doctrinal
position as set forth in the 16th century by the Council of
Trent. Unfortunately, the change is with thase Lutherans
who down through the years have inbibed so freely at the
fountain of liberalism and surrendered the Scriptural prin-
ciples of the Reformation. Such examples should serve as
warnings to every faithful Lutheran to hold uncompromisingly
to the Word!

Page 125



Listen and respond to congregations and not just the
critics-at-large, Dr. Martin E. Marty urged the newly-elected
leadership of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Addressing the officers and other members during
the council's first meeting, he voiced the reminder that the
reality of power in organized religion continues to reside in
congregations. It is in and through congregations that two-
thirds of this country's volunteer hours and dollars are ex-
pended.

This new ELCA consists of the liberal Lutheran bodies
(American Lutheran Church, Association of Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches and Lutheran Church in America) which plan
to unite to form one 5.3-million member church in 1988. An
example of their liberalism is the acceptance of women pas-
tors. (249 in the ALC, 426 in the LCA, 30 in the smaller
AELC). Dr. Marty's remark that "the reality of paower” is in
the local congregation is correct if properly understood in
the light of Scriptural teaching. For the local congregation
is the only divinely instituted unit within the Church; where-
as, the Synod or Conference is merely a human arrangement, a
banding together of local congregations to do the work of the
Lord. Therefore the officers of such a human arrangement
have no right to rule over the congregations in a hierarchical
manner since the local congregation is supreme with the Word
of God proclaimed to them by their called pastor who occupies
the highest office in the Church (Matthew 23:8; Titus 1:5-0].
The powers which the Lord has vested within the local Chris-
tian congregation dare not, however, be misused! It has the
abligation to insist that the pure teachings of God's Word
sound forth fram the pulpit and that all of the members of the
congregation strive faithfully to conform to that Word in
their daily lives. Such congregations should then seek to
affiliate only with that Synod or Conference which holds the
same Scriptural position in doctrine and practice [l Corin-
thians 1:10; Romans 16:17). The new E.CA does not place the
emphasis where it should be!

Baby boomers looking for a church seek a friendly atmo-
sphere and a "sense of being wanted" rather than particular
doctrine or practices of piety, according to a new study by
the Lutheran Church in America. Issues of "denominational
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pedigree, rightness of doctrine and constancy in the prac-
tices of piety" have lost their importance as draws to wor-
ship, the study suggests. And traditional expressions of
faith, such as regular worship attendance, may be giving way
to new and more convenient worship habits on the part of baby
boomers. The study found that overall giving by baby
boomers is less than that of older adults, in part because of
financial pressures affecting young families. But young
adults frequently have special skills to offer congregations,
such as computer ability, not generally available from older
adults, the report said.

The above news item taken from the May-June 1987 issue
of Your Church reveals the deplorable apathy on the part of so
many concerning the pure teachings of God's Word. How slyly
the devil operates in this respect! When it comes to their
health, most people are quite conscious of the food they take
into their bodies. Even the government, recagnizing the im-
portance of good health, will take contaminated food off of
the shelves tao protect the consumers. But when it comes to
that which is fed to the soul we observe an attitude of gross
indifference. But how much more precious is the soul than
the body! (See Matthew 10:28; 16:26). Why should we be
drawn to a local congregation? Because we desire to have
our souls fed and nourished with the pure teachings of God's
Holy Word which liveth and abideth forever (| Peter 1:23-25].
To be sure, the members of the congregation are to be friend-
ly. courteous, kind, helpful, etc., but we dare not base our
faith on such outward and perishable traits--that would be a
sin against the very 1st Commandment! Our faith must al-
ways rest on the WORD OF GOD and not on men! (See: |
Thessalonians 2:13).

--MLN




SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS
10200 - 62nd Avenue So.
Seattle, Washington 98118

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE DIRECTORY

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTH. CHURCH
San Antonio, Texas 78218
Currently meeting at the Sheraton
North Hotel, 1400 Austin Highway.
Sunday School & Bible Class
. . .at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr, Pastor
110 Grasmere Court
San Antonio, Texas 78218
Telephone: (512) 656-2125
PEACE EY. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Central Ave. at 171st Place
Tinley Park, I1linois 60477
(South Suburban Chicago)
Sunday School & Bible Class
. . .at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor
8701 West 167th Place
Orland Park, IT1linois 60462
Telephone: (312) 532-9035
Note: On the 1st & 3rd weekends
of each month, Saturday services
are held in Midland, Michigan.
Sunday School & Bible Class
. .at 7:00 p.m.
Worship Service . .at 8:00 p.m.
Please contact the pastor for
the location of the services.
ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Tangent
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
Sunday School & Bible Class
. .at 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 11:00 a.m.
Rev. M. L. Natterer, Pastor
483 Tangent Street
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
Telephone: (503) 258-2941
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ST. LUKE'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
55th Ave. S. & S. Fountain St.
Seattle, Washington 98118
Sunday School & Bible Class
. . .at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service . .at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor
9658 - 54th Avenue South
Seattle, Washington 98118
Telephone: (206) 723-7418

Note: Services are also held in
the McCall Floral Chapel
at 1400 Vancouver Street
Yictoria, British Columbia
Sunday School . . .at 2:00 p.m.
Worship Service . .at 3:00 p.m.
Bible Class . . . .at 4:30 p.m.
ST. STEPHEN'S EV. LUTH. CHURCH
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279
Worship Service:
(From June 1st to Sept. 30th)
. . .at 9:30 a.m.
(From Oct. 1st to May 31st)
. . .at 10:00 a.m..
(SS & Bible Class after Service)
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Pastor
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279
Telephone: (605) 938-4710

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE
PERIPATETIC SEMINARY
Address all inquiries to the
Committee on Theol. Education
in care of
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, chairman
9658 - 54th Avenue South
Seattle, Washington 98118
Telephone: (206) 723-7418
or: (206) 723-1078



