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STATEMENT of PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and plain
language the pure doctrine of God's
Word as taught by the true Lutheran
Church in full accordance with the
Book of Concord of 1580 and the
Brief Statment of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scrip-
ture, what true Christians are to
believe and how, out of love for

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.

To furnish aids for 3ible study
and articles for Scriptural devo-
tion and meditation. .

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false
church body but that the congrega-
tions which form it confess, teach,
and practice the Word of God in its
full truth and purity and use the
Sacraments according to Christ's
institution. A1l who do this are
the true visible Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share
our Scripturalposition in doctrine
and practice, andtourge the mutual
public acknowledgment of such God-
given unity. Thus we shall be able
thereafter to practice a God-
pleasing Church fellowship with
them.

To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings
but that we are, by God's grace,
"perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment."

Toset forthpertinent historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church and to expose modern
philosophical thought and the so-
called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.

To expose particularly the false
teaching and practice of the
various so-called "Lutheran"
church bodies by comparing their
teachings and practices with what
is plainly recorded in the Word of
God, in the Lutheran Confessions,
and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.

To expose false teaching and
practice wherever it makes its
appearance and to keep abreast of
the current happenings in the
church and among the nations as
signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our
reporting and freely to correct any
misinformation ofwhichwearenot
aware and which nhas been called to
our attention. Alsotoclarify any
information or statement of doc-
trine or practice which may be
unclear to our readers or which may
create a wrong impression.
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Che President's
S Column

"Be kindfy affectioned one to anothen with
brothenly fove, in honorn preferning one anothen."
--Romans 12:10.

Soon again now delegates and visitors will be gathering
together for the annual convention of our beloved Concordia
Lutheran Conference--our thirty-sixth under the gracious
and sustaining hand of our God and Lord. This year our
meetings will be lovingly hosted by our sister congregation in
South Dakota, St. Stephen's Ev. Lutheran Church in Wilmot,
the Rev, Mark W. Dierking, Pastor. We all eagerly look for-
ward to these annual conventions as blessed opportunities for
growth in grace and spiritual knowledge through the sermons,
essays and devotions based solely upon the precious Word of
God, for joint labor with our dear brethren in the Kingdom of
God at large under the auspices of the various local congrega-
tions, and for genuine enjoyment of the blessed fellowship in
which the Lord has graciously preserved us through faithful
continuance in His Word (John 8:31-32; Ephesians 4:3).

As sanctified Christians, however, we must ever be on
the alert against the the treachery of our old sinful flesh
which still clings to every one of us and which Satan employs
as His willing ally in his neverceasing effort to weaken and
destroy our faith and to disrupt and, if possible, to annihilate
our precious fellowship. And, as we well know even from past
experience, it gives our adversary, the devil, the greatest
pleasure to take full advantage of such factors as fatigue,
pressure and even well-meaning zeal and to incite our flesh to
rise up and to disturb the bond of peace we enjoy together.
Truly every Christian knows the frustration of such tempta-
tions and cries out with St. Paul: "The good that I would, I do
not; but the evil which I would not, that I do. . . .0 wretched
man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?!" (Romans 7:19,24) Fortunately, the Lord does not
leave us with this question unanswered; for the Apostle
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adds: "I thank GOD through Jesus Christ our Lord." (v.25)

Indeed, it is only the Lord our God, in and through His
never-failing Word, "which giveth us the victory" over sin
and over our flesh, the servant of sin. It is through that
Word that the Holy Spirit works in us the strength to beat
down and crucify the flesh by daily contrition and repentance
and to walk ever better in newness of life. For that reason,
we turn to the guidance of our Comforter in the passage
quoted at the beginning of this column and, by His grace, tune
our hearts and minds to His divine exhortation as the time of
our 36th annual convention draws near.

"Be(ing) kindly affectioned one to another"--having
genuinely warm love for one another--is a fruit of the saving
faith and a testimony both to ourselves and to others that we
are Jesus' disciples (I John 3:14; John 13:35). This involves
much more than just "putting up with" or tolerating a brother;
it demands much more of us than merely giving our brother "a
chance to speak," an opportunity for input, and the courtesy
of hearing him out; for these things even the heathen do in
polite society and according to Roberts' Rules of Order. No,
my dear brethren, it is not even the exercise of the Savior's
"Golden Rule" that we treat others the way we ourselves would
like to be treated (Matthew 7:12); for "brotherly love" out-
shines mere neighborly love. The Apostle Paul shows this
difference with divine clarity when says: ". . .in honor prefer-
ring one another." In a very real sense, therefore, Chris-
tians are to love their brethren not only AS themselves but
MORE than they love themselves, "in honor" cheerfully yiel-
ding the advantage to a brother in the faith.

This is, of course, the exact opposite of using liberty
"as an occasion to the flesh"--insisting on having one's way,
of exercising one's RIGHTS in the spirit of the unmerciful
servant in Matthew 18! Christian liberty is not to be SELF-
serving; but, as our Savior served for us, we ought also "by
love (to) serve one another" (Galatians 5:13), "in honor pre-
ferring one another." For such love is the "the fruit of the
Spirit," and "against such there is no law." (Ephesians 5:22-
23).

May we all, pastors and laymen, delegates and visitors
alike, keep this loving exhortation of the Lord's Apostle ever
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before us as we meet together in Wilmot at the end of June.
For then, following our Savior's Word and walking in the Spirit
as His redeemed children, we can be assured of His blessing
upon our convention and upon our work together and, by His
grace, "keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace"
(Ephesians 4:3) as dear and warmly-loving brethren. May
God grant it, for Jesus' sake!

Help ws to senve Thee eveamore
With heants both pure and Lowly;
And may Thy Wond, that Light Divine,
Shine on in splendor holy
That we hepentance show,
In 4alth evern grow;
The paver of s4in destroy
and all that doth annoy.
Oh, make ws faithful Chrnistians! Amen.

(L.H. 477, v. 3)

--David T. Mensing, President
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THE FALSE PROPHETS OF THE MEDIA

In the past few months, "Pearlygate," as one commenta-
tor calls it, has been much in the news. It seems like every
night the troubles of Jim and Tammy Bakker of the PTL Club
(PTL = Praise the Lord) have been paraded across our tele-
vision screens and newspapers. Any sensitive person is
repulsed by what he has read and heard of this false prophet
and his wife. And, of course, because of the Bakker's diffi-
culties, an entire "industry" is now being investigated, and
more and more shocking revelations are exploding in the
"electronic church." And each explosion brings more revul-
sion than the next.

Such revulsion is healthy and proper These "electronic
preachers"”" live a very good life apparently. Over the past
four years, the Bakkers have received $4.8 million for their
"work for the Lord." They own three palatial homes stret-
ching from the Florida Keys to Palm Beach, California. Even
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after his resignation, Bakker was paid nearly one-half million
dollars . . . for what? For nothing apparently--other than
having disgraced the name of Christ whom he says he repre-
sents.

But Bakker is not the only one. Oral Roberts just collec-
ted 88 million by claiming that God told him he would die
unless he collected it by March 31st. He met his deadline
when a foolish racetrack owner gave him the last $2.4 million
on a nationally televised show--and then Roberts immediate-
ly made a pitch for more money.

The Bakkers, Oral Roberts, Pat Robertson, Robert Schul-
ler, Jimmy Swaggart, and a host of smaller-time television
evangelists live like kings. They head what is estimated to
be a billion dollar a year business. Yes, it is a business, the
business of "selling" Jesus Christ, selling the "good life,"
selling a "new Gospel, a new Reformation." These things
alone should warn any orthodox Christian, and should move
him to turn the dial of the channel!--SHUT THEM OFF! SHUT
THEM ALL OFF!

We could spend pages and pages analyzing the false
theologies of the various "electronic preachers” and still not
exhaustively treat their errors. But there is one overriding
error, one common thread of Scriptural perversion, which
binds and brands all of these men as "false prophets." The
Spirit of God, speaking through the Prophet Jeremiah, clearly
condemns the actions of these men when He says, "I have not
sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them,
yet they prophesied” (Jeremiah 23:21). These "prophets of
God" are all, to a man, self-appointed prophets. They run,
but God has not called them. They speak, but what they speak
is not of God.

How can we state this to be a fact so assuredly? To
answer that, we must understand what a prophet is according
to Scripture, and, on the same Scriptural foundation, under-
stand also the nature of the work of a prophet, and the nature
of his call to that work.

First of all, the public ministry of the Word of God, the
prophetic office, is a divine office, indeed, the only divine

office in God's Church on earth. "As Scripture proof we have
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not only the example of the Apostles, who 'ordained them
elders in every church' (Acts 14:23) with the duty to supply
the congregations publicly and privately with God's Word, but
also the practice of Paul, who, when the congregations in
Crete had failed to call elders, or bishops [pastors], charged
Titus, whom he had left there, to ordain such in every congre-
gation. Titus 1:5: 'For this cause left I thee in Crete, that
thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting and
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.' . . .
'Elders’' and 'bishops' designate pastors in Scripture, for
these terms are used [interchangeably] (Titus 1:5-7; Acts
20:17-28)." (Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 3, p. 443.)
Furthermore, very specific qualifications are required by God
for any man who desires the office of a prophet, the pastoral
office (I Peter 5:3; I Timothy 3:1-11; Titus 1:5-9). Thus, it is
evident from Scripture that the office of the public ministry
is a divinely ordained office.

That it is public is not because the work of the pastor
(prophet) is always carried out in public, but that the pastor
carries it out on behalf of, in the name of a local Christian
congregation. THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY DOES NOT EXIST
APART FROM THE CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION! Where there is
no Christian congregation, there is no public ministry. And
a Christian congregation does not consist of a nationwide
television audience. That such an arrangement is impos-
sible is again made clear by the Holy Word. Titus is instruc-
ted to "ordain elders in every city," or in other words, in each
local congregation. In the Holy Spirit's instruction to pas-
tors through the Apostle Peter, the congregation and the
pastor's responsibility is limited to just those members of
the local congregation. Peter writes, "Feed the flock of God
which as among you,' not which is spread from one corner of
the earth to another. In addition, the pastor of a congrega-
tion is accountable to God for his flock (Hebrews 13:17).
How can any man give account for souls he has never seen,
much less met? Thus, it is clear from God's Word that the
office of the pastor or prophet does not exist apart from the
local congregation.

Finally, the call into the ministry is a divine call, a call
made by the Holy Spirit of God Himself through the Christian

congregation only. In Acts 20:28 Paul instructs pastors to

"take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,
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over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which He hath purchased with His own
blood." The Holy Ghost makes a man a pastor, not through
seminary training (though training is obviously important),,
nor through ordination, and certainly not through self-
appointment, but through the call of a Christian congregation
to a specific individual to serve them as a minister, as
pastor, as prophet. Their pastor is to publicly carry out for
that specific local congregation the public exercise of the
Office of the Keys, namely, to publicly and privately proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to forgive and retain sins, to
administer according to Christ's institution the holy Sacra-
ments. NOTE WELL, THE SCRIPTURES DO NOT PROVIDE FOR
ANY OTHER METHOD OF ENTERING THE PUBLIC MINISTRY, THE
OFFICE OF PROPHET, IF YOU WILL, THAN THE DIVINE CALL
EXTENDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH A CHRISTIAN CON-
GREGATION.

Thus, the question "How can we be so sure that these
television preachers were not sent by God? is clearly an-
swered by the Scriptures themselves. Indeed, they run, but
not by God's command. Thus, they run not for God; and if not
for God, then for whom is it they are running? Perhaps the
millions of dollars they take in yearly and the exhorbitant
lifestyles these men lead give us a clue. They preach, they
teach, they prophecy, but not of, or for, or by the Holy Spirit
of God. They preach a Gospel of "feeling good," or "be happy-
attitudes," of self-exaltation, of the soothing scratch for
itching ears. They are wolves in sheep's clothing, and Jesus
Himself warns, "Beware of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves."
Giving your money to them is foolish. Giving your souls to
them is an invitation to them to devour you! Be warned!
Beware! As terrible as the revelations are about some of
these "electronic preachers" these past few months (and re-
member, Jesus tells us we will know them by their fruits),
what is not said (nor imagined, 1 dare say) by most of their
critics, is much more terrible; for God Himself says, "I have
not sent them, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet
they prophesied." If they are not speaking for God. then you
must ask for whom they are speaking? The answer is frigh-
teningly evident since, basically, there are two real churches
on earth--that of Christ and that of Satan, or that of the
Gospel and that of man-made religion. And as the Lord Jesus
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Himself says, "He that is not with Me is against Me; and He
that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad!" (Matthew
12:30). God guard us against such men through Christ our
Lord, Amen.

--M.W.D.
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PENTECOST versus PENTECOSTALISM

Ten days after the ascension of Christ, fifty days after
Easter, the great event occurred through which the Church
was founded. Pentecost, one of the three great festivals of
the Jewish nation, was being held. All adult males of the
Jewish religion from practically every then known country
‘were in Jerusalem for the celebration. The disciples of Je-
sus, in keeping with their Lord's instruction, stayed in Jeru-
salem after His ascension and assembled regularly for prayer.
There were 120 of them (Acts 1:15).

On Pentecost morning strange things happened in the
place where the apostles were gathered. There was first the
roar "as of a rushing mighty wind" which filled the house
where they sat. Then there were the flames darting and
placing themselves on the heads of the apostles. But the
most striking phenomenon then occurred: The apostles began
to speak in languages they had never learned. What did they
speak? They, in the various languages, spoke "the wondertul
works of God." Those that were still living in spiritual dark-
ness, though religious, were of two kinds. The scoffers
charged the apostles with drunkenness. Others were inqui-
sitive. "What meaneth this?" They hoped for an explana-
tion. There are many religious people, even professing
Christians, who do not understand the significance of Pente-
cost.

Luke, in explaining the happenings of Pentecost, says
the disciples were filled with the Holy Ghost. That does not
mean that the Holy Spirit had not worked in the disciples
before. They were already Christians and "no man can say

that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost" (I Corinthians
12:3). What then was the significance of the outpouring of
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the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Day? The answer is foundinits
results, The formerly timid apostles became courageous in
speaking the "wonderful works of God," i.e., God's Word.
Note how Peter boldly preached the Law and Gospel. Three
thousand were converted and received Baptism as a seal of
God's forgiveness. These converts did not isolate them-
selves from each other, but in obedience to their Lord estab-
lished the first Christian congregation in Jerusalem and
"continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42).
Through the Means of Grace, the Word and Sacraments, "the
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts
2:47).

Does Pentecostalism, that pesty and fanatical movement
found in many denominations today, in any way exercise the
gifts resulting from the outpouring of the Holy Ghosts on
Pentecost? Indeed, not! Although this movement places
great emphasis on "speaking with tongues," what they inter-
pret as using this gift is a mere sham as they utter jibberish
which no one can understand. Read I Corinthians 14 to see
what God has to say about such practices. But the most
devilish and soul-destroying error of Pentecostalism is exhi-
bited by their attitude toward the Means of Grace. They
believe and teach that the Holy Spirit is a mere power or
influence, working directly (immediately) through the "inner
word," without any means or channels. Such a movement and
belief is called "enthusiasm" (Schwaermerei, in German).
Luther recognized this religion as most dangerous when he
writes in the Smalcald Articles: "And in those things which
concern the spoken, outward Word, we must firmly hold that
God grants His Spirit or grace to no one, except through or
with the preceding outward Word, in order that we may (thus)
be protected against the enthusiasts . . . Therefore we ought
and must constantly maintain this point, that God does not
wish to deal with us otherwise than through the spoken (out-
ward) Word and Sacraments.”" (Trig., S.A., pp. 495, 497.)

When or how do we enjoy the benefits of the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit? That happens when we hear the Word of God
preached in the language(s) we have learned; when that Word
is rightly divided (II Timothy 2:15); when children are bap-
tized (Titus 3:5); when in the Lord's Supper the benefits of
Christ's meritorious work are sealed to us with the body and
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blood of our Lord; when souls are converted to Christ through

our witnessing for Him. The assurance of God's forgiveness
and the hope of eternal life are conferred to us by the third
person of the Trinity, the Holy Ghost, and only through the
Means of Grace. Therefore, "not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is" (Hebrews
10:25), may we for our soul's health and salvation, continue to
be regular in attending all functions in our local congregation
in which the Holy Spirit, through the pure Means of Grace,
continues His blessed work of preserving us in the true faith

until that faith shall turn into seeing in heaven.

--E.E.E.
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We AIll Believe In One True God:
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

GLory %o God the Fathen, Son,
And Holy Spinit, Thrnee in One!
To Thee, 0 blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

"It just can't be!" This was said to me by two Jehovah
Witnesses after a very lengthy discussion on the Trinity.
Such have taken their puny reason and placed it above the
Word of God. Consequently, they can not and will not accept
the Scriptural teaching of the Triune God. Attempting to
make it palatable to their sinful reason they declare that the
Father alone is God, that the Son is a god, and the Holy Ghost
is an "it." Such rationalistic theories have also infested
visible Christendom in a very subtle manner. While the ma-
jor denominations maintain a belief in the Triune God offici-
ally, they, at the same time, often tolerate those in their
midst who falsely teach that there are not three Persons in
the Godhead but rather God has simply manifested Himself in
three different ways.

The true Christian Church has steadfastly taught and
held to the Secriptural teaching of the Holy Trinity. Why?
Because it is the teaching of God's Word. From the Word of
God we learn that there is only ONE TRUE GOD. This is the
teaching of the Old and the New Testament. "Hear, O Israel:
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The Lord our God is one Lord" (Deuteronomy 6:4). "There is
none other God but one" (I Corinthians 8:4).

Already in the first chapter of Genesis we note the
Triune God being spoken of in verse 26, "And God said, Let US
make man in OUR image, after our likeness." In verse 2 we
are told, "And the SPIRIT OF GOD moved upon the face of the
waters." Look at Isaiah 48:12,16, where the Son of God
declares, "Hearken unto Me, O Jacob and Israel, My called; I
am He; I am the first, I also am the last ... Come near unto
Me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the begin-
ning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord
God, and His Spirit, hath sent Me." How do we know that this
refers to Jesus? Let Scripture interpret itself! In Revela-
tion, chapter 1, verse 17, the Lord Jesus says, "Fear not; I am
the first and the last,” and in chapter 22, verse 13, "I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the
last."

But what about the teaching of the Jehovah Witnesses
that the Father alone is Jehovah? This is not what the Scrip-
tures teach! In Psalm 23, verse 1, we read, "The Lord (Jeho-
vah) is my Shepherd.” Turning to the New Testament we hear
the Lord Jesus declare, "I am the Good Shepherd” (John 10:11).
At the burning bush God told Moses to tell Pharaoh, "I AM hath
sent me unto you" (Exodus 3:14). When the Lord Jesus de-
clared to the Jews, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before
Abraham was, I AM" (John 8:58), the Jews understood only too
well what the Savior was saying. "Then took they up stones
to cast at Him" (v.59). In Hebrews chapter 1, verse 6 we are
again shown that the Son is Jehovah. "But unto the Son He
saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: a sceptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom.”" Jesus is true
God with the Father. "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God" (John 1:1). No
wonder the Savior tells us, "that all men should honor the Son,
even as they honor the Pather. He that honoreth not the Son
honoreth not the Father which hath sent Him" (John 5:23).
The disciples worshiped Jesus. At Christ's Ascension the
disciples "worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy" (Luke 24:50-53). Even the holy angels worship
Jesus as we read in Hebrews 1:6, "Let all the angels of God
worship Him" (Jesus). The proof is overwhelming to anyone
who is willing to take his reason captive and submit it to the
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Word of God!

Nor is the Holy Ghost an "it" as the Jehovah Witnesses
blasphemously assert. When Ananias kept back part of the
price of the land, the Apostle Peter told him, "Ananias, why
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost". .. "thou
hast not lied unto men, but unto God" (Acts 5:1-11). Note'in
I Corinthians 3:16,17, and 6:19 how the expressions "temple
of God" and "temple of the Holy Ghost" are used interchange-
ably. Furthermore, how can you "tempt" (Acts 5:9) something
which is an "it?" How can an "it" make "intercession" (Ro-

mans 8:26,27) for us? How can we "grieve" (Ephesians 4:30)
an "it?"

The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is
God. Yet there is only ONE God, but there are three distinct
Persons in that ONE DIVINE BEING or ESSENCE. At Christ's
Baptism we observe the three Persons of the Godhead: The
Father speaking from heaven, the Son being baptized in the
Jordan River, and the Holy Ghost descending in the form of a
dove (Matthew 3:16,17). The Lord Jesus gives the com-
mission to the Church, "Go ye therefore and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the Name (note the singular) of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:19).

We readily acknowledge that the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity is a divine mystery which we can not comprehend with
our puny minds. But, simply because it is incomprehensible
we do not and dare not for that reason reject it! We can not
comprehend how God created the world in six ordinary days,
how all the dead will be raised on the Last Day, etc., etc., but
we accept all these glorious truths BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO IN
HIS WORD! With the Apostle Paul we Christians are, by God's
grace, "casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (II Corin-
thians 10:5).

The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity is a precious teaching!
Here is God the Father who so loved the world that He gave His
only-begotten Son. Here is God the Son who fulfilled the Law
perfectly in our stead and whose suffering and death was a
sufficient ransom for the sins of the world. Here is God the
Holy Ghost who through the Gospel has brought us to faith in
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Christ so that we believe, rejoice and take comfort that as
God's children through faith in Christ we not only have the
forgiveness of all our sins but the promise of an everlasting
inheritance in the joys of heaven.

The Scriptural teaching of the Holy Trinity is confessed
in the historic confessions of the Church: The Apostles’
Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. These
ancient creeds, dating back to the early centuries after
Christ, clearly demonstrates that the Doctrine of the Holy
Trinity has been confessed and defended down through the
years because it is the teaching of Holy Scripture. There-
fore in harmony with Scripture and the testimony of the early
Church our Lutheran forefathers declared in Article I of the
Augsburg Confession (1530):

Our Churches, with common consent, do teach that the
decree of the council of Nicaea concerning the Unity of
the Divine Essence and concerning the Three Persons,
is true and to be believed without any doubting; that is
to say , there is one Divine Essence which is called and
which is God: Eternal, without body, without parts, of
infinite power, wisdom, and goodness, the Maker and
Preserver of all things, visible and invisible; and yet
there are three Persons, of the same essence and power,
who also are coeternal, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. And the term "person" they use as the Fathers
have used it, to signify, not a part or quality in another,
but that which subsists of itself. They condemn all
heresies which have sprung up against this article. . .

By God's grace, this is still the confession of the true
Lutheran Church. May God help us to hold steadfastly to it
and be swayed neither by the rationalistic vagaries nor by the
stinging ridicule and sarcasm of all those who oppose this
comforting and precious Scriptural teaching!

- M.L.No
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THE BLESSINGS OF DAILY BIBLE READING

"Search the Scripiunres;
fon in them ye think ye have eternal Life:
and they are they which testify of Me."
--John 5:39

Newspaper reporters and other journalists frequently
use the expression, "life in the fast lane." This refers to the
fast pace of life which many prominent, "successful" people
live. This expression portrays high profile people as living
life to its supposed fullest, often to the point of "burn-out.”
Such people make big money and are able also to maintain a
highly intense social life. When it is said that someone
lives his life in the "fast lane," the implication is that this
is desirable, and that this should be the goal of us all
Indeed, even Christians can get caught up in living their
lives in the "fast lane."

While God would have us live our lives to the fullest, a
full life in the eyes of God is a life lived to His glory. God's
Word says, "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord
Christ" (Colossians 3:23-24). Thus, no matter how full and
busy our lives may be, they are empty and unfruitful if they
serve not the Lord Christ.

What is most unfortunate in these our so-called modern
times is that we Christians have become too busy to take
time to read our Bible. The time-honored practice of daily
Bible reading has become a virtual rarity. We have too often
become "Marthas" who are "careful and troubled about many
things," rather than like "Marys" who choose "the one thing
needful.” Of course, when we speak of daily Bible reading, we
do not mean some pietistic, legalistic ritual whereby the
mere "doing does it." Rather we mean it in the sense in
which Jesus spoke when He said, "Search the Scriptures; for
in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which
testify of Me" (John 5:39). We are to read God's Word with
prayerful earnestness such as one seeking a treasure. In-
deed, Jesus says that in the Scriptures there is a treasure,
even eternal life which is found in Him of whom the Secrip-
tures testify. The entire Scriptures from Genesis to Revela-
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tion testify of Christ. Yes, eventhe Old Testament testifies
of Christ. This is exactly what Jesus proclaimed to the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus when He said, "O fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:
ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter
into His glory?" (Luke 24:25-26) Then, St. Luke adds, "And
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself"
(Luke 24:27). The Bible is the Book of Christ. He who wants
to know of Christ will learn to know of Him only in the
Scriptures.

This being true, the reading of Scripture is to be prayer-
ful, meditative, and devotional. We are to read the Bible to
be edified in the faith, and to "grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (II Peter
3:18).

Briefly, let us consider some of the many blessings of
regular, personal Bible reading.

1. Spiritual Edification.

a. "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
Word, that ye may grow thereby" (I Peter 2:2). God's Word is
spiritual food for the soul just as a mother's milk is nourish-
ment for her child.

b. "If ye continue in My Word, then are ye my disciples
indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free" (John 8:32-32). The Word equips us to be Christ's
disciples.

c. "And that from a child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures which are able to make thee wise unto salvation,
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that
the man of God may be perfect (mature), throughly furnished
unto all good works" (II Timothy 3:15-17).

2. Understanding of Bible Doctrines In Their Context.

a. The doctrines with their proof texts are better under-
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stood and appreciated as we read them in the flow and context
of the chapter(s) and book(s) in which they are found.

b. Example: If you read the entire sixteenth chapter of
Romans where Paul gives a series of greetings and saluta-
tions to various of the brethren in the fellowship, you then
see from the context why Paul is inspired to say in verse 17,
"Now I beseech you brethren, mark them which cause divi-
sions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learmmed; and avoid them." Paul's admonition was given so as
to safeguard the precious unity of faith and doctrine which
was evident in the previous sixteen verses.

3. Better Listeners of the Sunday Sermon.

a. There is nothing like being familiar with something
you have read and studied on your own. Such is the case with
Bible texts which you read and then hear expounded in the
Sunday sermon.

b. How more quickly interested and attentive we are
when we have read for ourselves the text of the sermon.

4. Better Able To Judge Doctrine and Discern Spirits.

a. Jesus says, "Beware of false prophets, which come to
you is sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves" (Matthew 7:15). One cannot beware of that of which
he is ignorant.

b. John says, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try
the spirits whether they are of God: because many faise
prophets are gone out into the world" (I John 4:1). Again, one
is not able to test the spirits without being equipped to do
S0.

5. Better Able To Give An Account Of Your Faith.

a. Scripture says, "But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness
and fear" (I Peter 3:15). The more familiar we are with the
Word, the easier it is to witness our faith.
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b. Scripture says, "If any man speak, let him speak as
the oracles of God" (I Peter 4:11). The more of God's, oracles
we know and understand, the better we can express them to
others. '

6. Gain Strength In Time Of Trial.

a. The Bible says, "For whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope"
(Romans 15:4). The Holy Spirit through the Word instills in
our hearts patience, comfort and hope.

b. Psalm 119:25, "My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken
thou me according to Thy Word." The Word quickens or in-
vigorates our lagging faith in time of trouble.

c. Psalm 119:169, "Let my cry come near before Thee, O
Lord: give me understanding according to Thy Word.”

d. Psalm 119:50, "This is my comfort in my affliction: for
Thy Word hath quickened me."

7. Serve The Preservation Of Our Faith.

a. I Peter 1:5, "Who are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time."
This keeping-power of God is worked in and through His Word.

b. Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing,
that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.” God begins and finishes His
good work of grace in our hearts in and through His Word.

c. Ephesians 6:11, "Put on the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil" We
put on the whole armour of God by the regular and consistent
use of God's Word.

As to the best approach or method of daily Bible reading,
this depends upon the individual. There are available helpful
daily Bible reading schedules for those who need such assis-
tance. (Check with your pastor.) Do not "bite off more than
you can chew.”" Set reasonable goals such as learning well
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one book of Scripture or key chapters of Scripture. Always
begin your reading with prayer for God's blessing.

The historic Lutheran Church of the Unaltered Augsburg
Confession has ever been hailed as "The church of the open
Bible." May we ever exercise the precious privilege of daily
Bible reading so that we in fact remain a people of the open
Bible. God's Word is our great heritage!

--E.R.S.
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