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STATEMENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

language the pure doctrine ofGod's 
Word as taught by the true Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statmnt of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 
their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 

to lead godly lives. 
To furnish aids for 3ible study 

and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate,byourScrjptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form it confess, teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
our Scriptural position in doctrine 
and practice,and to urge the mutual 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pTeasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

TG show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergentteachings 
but that we are, by God's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemind and in the same judgment." 

TG setforthpertinent historical 
information which has a bearing 
upon the Church andtoexpose modern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
si 

s 
ns of the times. 
o be truthful and factual in our 

reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhichwe are not 
aware and which has been called to 
ourattention. Al so to clarify and 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



How sorely neglected is the fact of Christ’s mighty 
resurrection from the dead as a source of joy and comfort to 

poor sinners ! For, although the Feast of the Resurrection is 
“celebrated” all over the world with fanfare and great re- 
joicing, much if not all of the real and lasting JOY of Easter is 
lost on the mere outward symbolism of the resurrection. 
Many regard it as “the happy ending to a sad and tragic 
story”, the expression of “renewal” and of “hope for a better 
tomorrow”, and the reminder that Jesus “lives” still today in 
the hearts of people everywhere. Sad to say, those who speak 
of the resurrection of Jesus only in such sentimental terms do 
not even regard Him as true God or His mighty resurrection as 
a proven fact! Such people are not even Christians, or are 
Christians in name only. 

True Christians, however, not only recognize the objec- 
tive fact of Christ’s bodily resurrection from the dead on the 
third day, but they take particular comfort from it as proof 
that Jesus is the Son of God, as, complete vindication of His 
doctrine, and as the assurance of their own resurrection on 
the Last Day according to their Savior’s promise in John 
l&19, “Because I live, ye shall live also.” These are indeed 
among the great comf arts that the Lord’s mighty resurrection 
affords us Christians, not only on Easter Sunday, but all 
through our lives as His believing children, disciples, and 
heirs of everlasting life. 

But the joy and comfort that often goes completely un- 
noticed by many Christians at Easter-time has to do with 
their JUSTIFICATION BEFORE GOD. Particularly in this holy 
season of the year, we are spending (or have by now spent) so 
much time in earnest reflection on the suffering and death of 
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the Lord Jesus, on that part of His redemptive work which we 
call His passive obedlience, that we tend to lose sight of the 
Savior’s resurrection and its significance for our justifica- 
tion -- as the seal of assurance that our sins are forgiven by 
God in heaven for Jesus’ sake, and that the Father, by His 
divine judicial act, has declared the whole guilty world righ- 
teous in His sight and has thereby reconciled all men unto 
Himself (II Corinthians 5:18-l% 

During the season of Lent, we rehearse all that our 
Savior did for us to buy us back, to redeem us, from sin, death 
and the power of the devil, to be His own. We re-study His 
active obedience, in which He kept all of God’s holy law 
perfectly in our place so that His Father’s just demands on us 
poor sinners would be met in full. And then we examine in 
absolute wonderment how our perfect Savior took upon Him- 
self our puni shment, the very pains of hell itself, as our 
substitute in His great passion, how He “became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:8) 
Thus it is Jesus’ redemptive work, His vicarious satisfaction 
for all our sins, that we focus on for our comfort and as- 
surance and the images of His agony in the garden, His 
betrayal, denial and trial, the scourge and crown of thorns, 
and finally His rugged cross on Calvary’s hill. “Jesus hath 
lived and died for me!” we confidently declare with the hymn- 
writer. 

And yet, if Jesus had ONLY lived and died for us -- if He 
had not then also raised Himself from the dead on the third 
day -- all that work would have been for nothing, and our faith 
in Him would be misplaced in a “dead hero” who in the end was 
unmasked as a fraud and the greatest con-man the world had 
ever seen! For Paul writes to the Corinthians in his first 
epistle chapter 15: “If Christ be not raised, your faith is 
vain; ye are yet in your sins.” THATzhy His resurrection is 
of such great importance and comfort to us Christians for our 
justification, for “now IS Christ risen from the dead!” Now 
our f ai th is NOT in vain, and we are NO LONGER in our sins! 
For Christ was not only delivered for our offences, but He 
“was raised again fok our justification.” 

The Scripture passages which state that Jesus raised 
HIMSELF from the dead truly prove His omnipotent deity and 
the truth of His doctrine. But it is the testimony of other 
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clear passages of HoZy Writ, equally true of course, that GOD 
THEFATHER raised Him up that reassure us of our justifica- 
t ion before God: “Chrjst was raised up from the dead by the 
g1cq of the Father” (Remans 6:4); “(God) raised Him from the 
dead” (Ephesians 1:20); “Jesus Christ of Nazareth whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead” (Acts 4:lO). By 
raising Hi s Son from the dead on the third day, God the Father 
showed His complete satisfaction with Christ’s redemptive 
work, acknowledged the sins of the world to have been fully 
atoned for, and, on account of Christ’s vicarious atonement, 
declared all mankind righteous in His holy sight. God had 
laid on Christ “the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6) and meted 
out the just “curse of the Law” upon Him, making Him “a curse 
for us” (Galatians 3:13). Now, by raising Jesus from the 
dead, the Father pronounced Hi s absolution upon Christ for 
our sins imputed to Him, and thereby also pronounced His 
complete absolution upon all sinners for Christ’s sake. 

It is this full and free objective justification of the 
whole world by Himself -- Fved by the fact that He raised 
up Jesus from the dead -- that is the heart and core of the 
Gospel. Yes, that is the Good News, the very BEST NEWS 
possible to our troubled hearts as poor sinners; for by sincere 
faith in that Gospel, we individually receive for ourselves, 
“subjectively”, forgiveness of sins, life and eternal salva- 
t ion. Let us alI therefore by God’s grace cant inue to cling 
firmly to the doctrine, indeed to tie FACT’ of Christ’s resur- 
rection from the dead as the ultimate proof aud assurance of 
our own justification befcre God in heaven. 

--David T. Mensing, President 
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THE GARDEN C)F GETHSEMANE 
What an unforgetable scene is etched upon our minds as 

we read the account of the Savior’s suffering in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. That scene has been painted by many artists 
down through the centuries and is probably one of the most 
popular paintings hanging on the wall in our homes. Here is a 
compilation of that scene in the old Lutheran Liturgy and 
Agenda of 1921 as taken from the account in the four Gospels: 

"Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 
Gethsemane where was a garden, into the which He 
entered and His disciples. And Judas also, 
which betrayed Him, knew the place; for Jesus 
ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples. 
Then said Jesus unto the disciples, sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder. And He took with 
Him Peter, James, and John, the two sons of Zebe- 
dee, and began to be sore amazed, and sorrowful, 
and very heavy. Then said He unto them, My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye 
here, and watch with Me, and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation. And He was withdrawn from 
them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and 
fell on His face on the ground and prayed that, if 
it were possible, the hour might pass from Him; 
and He said, Abba, Father, 
sible unto Thee; 

all things are pos- 
take away this cup from Me; 

nevertheless not what I will, but what Thouwilt. 
And He cometh unto His disciples and findeth them 
asleep, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest 
thou? Couldestnot thou watch with Me one hour? 
Watch ye and pray, 
tion ; 

that ye enter not into tempta- 
the spirit, indeed, is willing, but the 

flesh is weak. He went away again the second 
time and prayed, saying, 0 My Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from Me except I drink it, Thy 
Will be done. And when He returned, He found 
them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) 
neither wist they what to answer Him. And He 
left them, and went away again and prayed the 
third time the same words, saying, Father, if 
Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: never- 
theless, not My Will, but Thine, be done. And 
there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven 
strengthening Him. And being in agony, He 
prayed more earnestly; and His sweat was as it 
were great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground. And when He rose up from prayer, and was 
come to His disciples, He found them sleeping for 
sorrow, and said unto them, sleep on now, and take 
your rest! Why sleep ye? It is enough; behold, 
the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, and 
let us be going; behold, he is at hand that doth 
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betray Me. Pray r however, lest ye enter into 
temptation. (Matthew 26:36-46: Mark 14:32-42; 
Luke 22:39-46; John 18:l). 

Earnestly and fervently the Lord Jesus pleads with His 
heavenly Father in prayer. Jesus is THE Son of the heavenly 
Father, not a son, but the “only begotten Son” (John 3:16), “the 
only begotten son, which is in the bosom of the Father” (John 
I: 18 ) and “God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live tiugh Him (I John 4:9). This Jesus, in the 
Garden of Gethsemane who has been begotten of the Father 
from eternity, is also true Man, who “took upon Him the fa=m 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the wss” (Philippians 
2:7,8). We behold the Lord of lords and King of kings in His 
great humiliation in the Garden, beseeching His heavenly 
Father to remove the cup of suffering from Him if it be His 
Will! 

Being true God and true Man in one undivided Person the 
Lord Jesus knew what lay before Him:--the betrayal by His 
own disciple, Judas Iscariot, the great shame and suffering 
before the Jewish tribunal, before Pontius Pilate and Herod, 
the indescribable suffering upon the cross. Jesus had told 
His disciples on different occasions “how He must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the 
third day” (Matthew l&21). To the Savior’s bodily suffering 
must be added the incomprehensible suffering of His soul 
which we here observe in the Garden as the Lord Jesus ex- 
claims, “My soul is exceeding sarowful, even unto death.” 
The heavenly Father has “laid on Him the iniquity of us alI” 
(Isaiah 53:6). 

Ah, what love beyond all measure! Jesus, the spotless 
and innocent Lamb of God, suffered such intense agony of His 
soul in the Garden that “His sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground.” Just think! This He 
endured for me ! We rightly sing in one of our Lenten hymns: 

Lord Jesus, Thou art going forth 
For Me thy life to offer: 
For me, a sinner from my birth, 
Who caused all Thou must suffer. . . 

Page 27 



'Tis I, Lord Jesus, I confess, 
Who should have borne sin’s wages 
And lost the peace of heavenly bliss 
Through everlasting,ages. 
Instead 'tis Thou Who goest now 
My punishment to carry. (Hymn 150) 

What blessings the Holy Spirit has made our very own 
through faith in Christ! ‘Therefare being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lmd Jesus Christ” (Ro- 
mans 5:l). “In Whom we have redemption tiugh His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace” 
(Ephesians 1:7). “He that believeth on the Son hath everlas- 
ting life” (John 3:36). 

This plan of salvat ion had been decreed by God and was 
carried out in the Person of Christ. For “God was manifest in 
the flesh" (I Timothy 3:16). And Jesus willingly piaced Him- 
self “u&er the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law, 
that we might receive t$e adoption of sons” (Galat ians 4:4,5). 
As our Substitute He also suffered what you and I, and all 
mankind, had deserved because “all have sinned and come 
&m-t of the g1a-y of God” (Romans 3:23). There was no 
refusals on Christ’s part to carry out the plan of salvation. 
Jesus had declared unto the Jews, “I seek not Mine own Will, 
but the Will of the Father which hath sent Me” (John 5:30). 
And now here in the Garden He reveals His willingness once 
again as He prays, “Nevertheless, not My Will, but Twine, be 
done. ” And when the JPIpostle Peter tried to hinder Christ 
from carrying out th&Will of His heavenly’ Father, the Lord 
Jesus reprimanded him,. saying, “Get thee behind Me, Satan: 
thou art an offence untQ Me: for thou savourest. not the things 
that be of God, but ,&ose th-at Ix ,of me&-(-Matthew l&23). 
And again when Peter sought to prevent the Savior from being 
taken captive in the Garden by using his sword, Jesus told 
him, ‘Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which My 
Father hatb given Me, shall I not drink it” (John 18:ll) ? 

The disciples should have been ashamed of themselves 
that they fell asleep and did not watch with the Savior to 
support Him in this hour. And so we observe the Lord Jesus 
admonishing them, “Watch ye and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation; the spirit indeed, is willing, but the flesh is 
weak. ” But we dare not sit back in a self-righteous manner 
and criticize the disciples for their behavior in the Garden, 
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for we must confess that we also have the same sinful flesh as 
did the disciples! While our intentions to watch and pray, to 
follow and serve the Savior may be ever so sincere, yet the 
fulfilment of such noble thoughts are not always .forthcoming! 
Martin Luther once remarked what a terrible liar he often was. 
why? Because he had promised the Lord that he would truly 
amend his ways and before he knew it, he had broken that 
promise. We are no exceptions! We must confess with the 
Apostle Paul, “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, &at I do” (Romans 7:19). That means that 
the admonition which the Savior spoke to His disciples ap- 
plies to us. For the devil, the world, and our own miserable 
sinful flesh give us no peace or rest and we Christians must 
recognize that “the w(u‘ld is very evil, the times are waxing 
late,” therefore, “be sober and keep vigil, the Judge is at the 
gate” (Hymn 605). 

We who have had our sin-stained garments washed in the 
blood of the Lamb (Revelation 7:14) should ‘make not pro- 
vision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Romans 
l3:14), strive with the aid of the Holy Spirit to do those 
things which are well-pleasing in the sight of God and to 
avoid the evil, For “this is the Will of God even your sancti- 
fication” (I Thessalonians 4:3). That means not only watch- 
ing and praying, but also making faithful use of the “Swatrd of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God” (Ephesians 6:17). Then 
we shall not be lulled into a spiritual sleep but remain stead- 
fast in the faith until at last, by God’s grace, we shall enter 
our eternal Home where there will be no more temptations. 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUDAS AND PETER 
"Aad Him That Cometh To He 

I Will In No Wise Cast Out.' 
John 6:37 

During the season of Lent we usually hear the readings 
of the lessons of the Passion History of. Christ. In these 
lessons we see the great contrast between the undying faith- 
fulness of Christ who drank to the very dregs the cup of suf- 
fering for our sins, and the shameful unfaithfulness of the 

Page 29 



disciples, all of whom forsook Jesus and ran away. 

In the midst of this Passion History we see .also another 
stark contrast: The contrast between two of Jesus’ disciples, 
Judas and Peter. If we compare these two men on the basis of 
the Scriptures, there is much for us to learn and to apply to 
our ,faith. 

First, we learn from Scripture that both men were called _< 
by the Lord Jesus to be His disciples. They were of “The 
Twelve.” Although there were later indications of unbelief 
with respect to Judas such as his covetousness for “the bag,” 
there is no indication in Scripture that Judas was not a 
believer when first called to be a disciple. We do not take 
the position of the Reformed bodies that if a person falls 
away it must mean that he did not believe in the first place. 
Rather, we have every reason to conclude that Judas was a 
true believer along with the other disciples. That.he~,eventu- 
ally proved to be an unbeliever is of course without question. 
He became a covetous man “who is an idolater” (Ephesians 
55) as he betrayed the Lord Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, 
and finally he despaired of forgiveness and took his own life 
(Matthew 275). Judas perished in hell. 

Now the question sometimes arises as to whether Judas 
ever “stood a chance.” Some feel that since the Old Testa- 
ment prophesied of Judas’ apostasy (Psalm 69:25; 109:88; 
Zechariah 11:12-13) that therefore he was doomed before he 
ever got started. Some feel this is reinforced by the words 
of Jesus at the last Passover, “it had been better fog that man 
if he had not been bokn” (Matthew 26:24). However, Judas 
was not “fated“ or predestined to hell. That Cod foreknew 
Judas’ apostasy does not mean that God willed it so that no 
matter what Judas did he was a condemned man., Not at all! 
God never predestines anyone to damnation. The clear Word 
of God says, “(God) will have ALL men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge 6f the truth” (I Timothy 2:4). Again 

the Bible says, “but is longsuffering to us-ward, NOT WILLING 
THAT ANY SHOULD F?EEZISH, but that AIL SHOULD COME TO 
REEXNTANCE” (II Peter 3:9). Judas fell and perished because 
of his own fault. By his own unbelief Judas despaired of for- 
giveness and was lost. As the Bible says, “0 Israel, THOU 
HAST DESTROYED THYSELF; but in Me is thine help” (Hos ea 
13:9). 
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Indeed, it must be pointed out that the worst thing Judas 
did was not that he betrayed his Savior for thirty pieces of 
s i lver. While that was a heinous sin, it was not unforgive- 
able. All sins are forgiveable in that all sins have been paid 
for and forgiven on the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. “The 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I 
John l:?). Yes, Judas could have and should have repented, 
and had he repented and trusted in his Savior he would have 
been restored. As our text above says, “And him that cometh 
to Me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). Thus, Judas’ 
greatest sin was his unbelief, his despairing of forgiveness. 
Although he shamefully and brazenly betrayed the Son of God, 
his damnation resulted from his failure to believe the basic 
Gospel message that “God so loved the wokld, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have, everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

And while speaking of Judas, let it be made quite clear 
that suicide, the willful destruction of one’s life, is a sin 
unto damnation. Why? He who knowingly takes his own life 
is doing so because he, like Judas, despairs of any help and 
forgiveness from the Lord. To commit suicide is in itself, 
by its very action, an open confession of unbelief. He who 
takes his life knowingly and willingly (which is very hard 
thing to do; it takes tremendous effort and determination to 
follow through) he is saying by his action that he believes 
there is no hope, no, not even from God Himself! While we 
rightly withhold judgment in cases where a person cannot be 
held responsible for his actions, we know that a willful, 
intentioned suicide results in damnation. It is a simple 
matter that unbelief damns. Jesus says, “He that believeth 
on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18). Again Jesus says, 
“BUTHETHAT~ NOTSWBIEDAMNH)” (Mark l&16). 

Let us now turn to Peter. He also sinned grievously. 
He also fell from grace. He knowingly and repeatedly denied 
his Savior before men (Matthew 10:33). Had Peter not repen- 
ted, he also would have been lost. Yet, by God’s grace, Peter 
did repent. The Bible says that upon his seeing Jesus look 
over at him at the crowing of the cock, “he went out and wept 
bitterly” (Matthew 26:X). These were tears not just of bit- 
ter sorrow, but tears of repentance unto faith in the forgive- 
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ness of sins. Peter experienced deeply the shame of his sin 
and therefore did weep bitterly, BUT NOT UNTO DESPAIR. 
Indeed, later, so as to confirm Peter in forgiveness and faith, 
Jesus after His resurrection appeared first unto Simon Peter. 
Yes, like Judas, Peter sinned grievously and fell from faith, 
but quite unlike Judas, Peter did not despair of the forgive- 
ness of sins through Christ. Peter believed that ‘THOUGH 
YOUR SINS I32 AS SCAEUEI’, THEY SHALL BE AS WHITE AS SNOW; 
TiHOUGHTlZEYREREDLIKE~MSON, EIEY SEIALLBEAS WOOL” 
(Isaiah 1:18). As Jesus Himself says, “AND HIM THAT 
COMIEIH To ME I WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT’ (John 6:37). 
Christ will not turn His back on those who in repentance and 
faith come unto Him. As Jesus also says, “OOME UNTO ME, 
ALLYETHATIAE5OURANDAREHEAVYLADEN,ANDIWILLGNE 
YOU REST’ (Matthew 11:28). 

Thus, while Peter grieved over his sin, he nevertheless 
trusted the simple Gospel Truth that “Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:3). Peter un- 
ders tood that he did not have to “make up for’ his sin by some 
work or earned merit. So often even we can fall into Roman 
Catholic thinking that we must do “works of penance” or 
“make up for” our sins before we can be forgiven. The fact is 
that all our sins have already been paid for and forgiven on 
Jesus’ cross. Faith in Christ is faith in the already earned 
and won forgiveness of sins based on Jesus’ blood and righ- 
teousness. F’aith in Christ is believing that God for Jesus’ 
sake truly HAS forgiven us all our sins. As the Bible says, 
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regen- 
eration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us 
abundantly tbrr>ugh Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justi- 
fied by His grace, we should be made heirs acccrding to the 
hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7). Again the Bible says, “I 
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as 
a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee” 
(Isaiah 44:22). And again the Bible says, “He hath not dealt 
with us after our sins; ncr rewarded us accading to our 
iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so 
great is His mercy tow& them that fear Him. As far as the 
east is from the west, so far bath He removed our transgres- 
sions from us. Like as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lrsd pitieth them that fear Him” (Psalm 103:10-13). 
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Because of the promise of the Gospel that God graciously 
for Jesus’ sake forgives us all our sins, God also urges us to 
call upon Him in any and all time of trouble. He says, “Call 
upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify Me” (Psalm 50:15). Our ‘*day of trouble” in- 
cludes any and all troubles: great sorrow over sin, a health 
crisis, impending death, the loss of a loved one, loss of prop- 
erty and possessions, some great disappointment, or even a 
most difficult task ahead which we may fear to face. Because 
we have a wonderful Savior, Jesus Christ, who loves us unto 
the end and who conquered SIN, DEATH, and the DEVIL for us, 
we must never despair of His help and deliverance. IN 
CHRIST there is ALWAYS HOPE and DELIVERANCE. God’s holy 
Word says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
shall tribulations, at distress, ar persecution, or famine, CR- 
nakedness, (1‘ peril, m SW&? As it is written, Far Thy sake 
we are killed a.U the day long; we are accounted as sheep foa 
the slaughter. Nay,INALLIIHESETHINGSWEAREMORETHAN 
CONQUERORS THROUGH EIM THAT LIVID US. For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nclr life, nar angels, nar princi- 
palities, nor powers, ncr things present, ncr things to come, 
noT height, nm depth, ncr any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lmd” (Romans 8:35-39). 

May we all learn from this great difference between 
Judas and Peter. Let us never despair as did Judas, but 
rather let us like Peter cling tenaciously and confidently to 
the words of Jesus: “AND HIh4 THAT COMDHUNXIMEIWI~ 
IN NO WISE CAST OUF (John 6:37). 

--ERS 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+= 

36th ANNlJ$LC&~VENTION 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 
JUNE 26, 27, and 28, 1987 

to be held at 
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Wi Imot, South Dakota 
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, pastor 

Board of Director’s Meeting on June 25 
Pastokal conference on June 23 and 24 

amE: $H!erPards 0f ace Olysteries 0f GIlit 
z Carini!hians 4:1, 
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I N ORDER To BE OUR SAVI OR 
THE ETERNAL AND ALMIGHTY SON OF GOD 

BECAME MAN AND HUM#&D HIMSELF ! 
“Christ Jesus, . . . being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be eqnal with God; but made Himself of no 
reputation and took upon Him the form of a servant and was 
made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as 
a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” --Philippians 2:5-8. 

This Word of God speaks to us of our Savior’s state of 
humiliation of which we confess in the Apostles’ Creed: “He 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.” 

From eternity, throughout His lifetime here on earth, and 
on into eternity, our Savior was “in the fana of God,” that is, 
He was, and is, and ever shaII be perfectly equal with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost in glory, honor, majesty, power, 
might, and domini on. Scripture calls Jesus, "God," Romans 
9:5; John 1:l. The Bible tells us of Jesus that He is eternal, 
John 1:2; unchangeable, Hebrews 13:8; omnipresent, Matthew 
28:20; omniscient, John 21:17; omnipotent, Matthew 28:18, 
Philippians 3:21; holy, Acts 3:14; just, Acts 1?:31; faithful, II 
Timothy 2:13; benevolent, merciful, Matthew 15:32, Hebrews 
2:18; and gracious, John 1:14,17, Romans 5:15, I Corinthians 
1:4, Ephesians 2:7 --having attributes which only God pos- 
sesses. We are told of Jesus, in Holy Writ, that He is the 
Creator, John 1:3, Colossians 1:16, and *server, Hebrews 
1:3, of alI things; that He has the power to forgive sins, 
Matthew 9:6, and to judge the warld on the Last Day, John 5:27. 
--works which only God can do--and that to Him belongs all 
honor, warship, praise, ad glory, John 5~23, Hebrews 1:6-- 
which would be idolatry if Jesus were not true God. 

Now the Apostle Paul writes that Jesus “being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” 
He who was in fuIl possession of all of the attributes of God, 
existing in the form of God from eternity in divine power and 
glory, “thought it not robbery,” that is, He did not take 
advantage of His being equal with God as though it were 
something s tolen. He did not make a show of or parade His 
equality with God before men. He did not make an open 
display of His “form of God,” before the people of this world 
as powerful rulers of this world delight in doing with their 
power and might. 
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Although it would have been perfectly normal for Christ 
to appear in the “fam of God” (for He Himself is indeed God), 
yet, He voluntarily laid aside the full use of all the power and 
attributes of God in order to perform His work of redemption- 
-in order to be our Savior. In His state of humiliation, the 
Lord Jesus even laid aside the full use of His divine know- 
ledge of all things for the Bible tells us that, as a child, He 
‘increased in wisdom.” And with regard to the day of judg- 
ment, Jesus says, “Of that day and that hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father.” The eternal Son of God %ade Himself of no 
reputation!” 

Notice how the Apostle Paul emphasizes this fact by 
stat ing that Christ “took upon Him the fam of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men,” and was “found in fashion 
as a man.” If the Lord Jesus had fully used His equality with 
God, He would have appeared before men as He appeared to 
Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration where 
“His face did shine as the sun and His raiment was white as 
the light,” Matthew 17:2. Then Jesus would not have been 
looked upon or regarded as an ordinary man. He would have 
been revered and worshiped as the God-man! If Jesus had 
appeared in this form as He walked among men here on earth, 
He would not have been subject to the Law but would have been 
above the Law, and He would not have been able to suffer and 
die. The wicked Jews, the High Priest, the Sanhedrin, King 
Herod, Pilate, and his soldiers would have fled before His face 
in cons ternat ion and confusion. It was in the interest of His 
office and work that our Savior, as it were, emptied Himself 
of His diety by wi tholding from Himself the full use of His 
divine power and majesty. He did not appear as the “Lord of 
lords and King of kings” but as a servant who “came, not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister and to give His life a ransom 
far many,” Mark l&45. He did not make His appearance in 
this world as the God-man but as a man like unto other men, 
yes, like unto the poorest and lowliest of men who “had not 
where to lay His head,” Matthew 8:20; who was “made like unto 
His brethren” and “was tempted in all points like as we are, 
yet without sin,” Hebrews 2:17; 4: 15; and took upon Himself 
‘the likeness of sinful flesh,” Romans 8:3. 

It, of course, was not part of our Savior’s humiliation to 
take a true human nature into His divine person (for He is 
still a true man to this day in His state of exaltation), but 
rather, that He took upon Himself our human frailties, lowli- 
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ness, and weakness-- those natural infirmities which have 
come upon our bodies as the result of sin (Matthew 8:17). 
The manner in which the Lord Jesus became man was not by an 
immediate creative act of God in a show of divine power and 
might, but by the miraculous working of the Holy Ghost in the 
womb of the virgin Mary and the lowliness of human birth as it 
was cursed by the fall of our first parents in the Garden of 
Eden (Genesis 3:16). The Lord Jesus might have come into 
this world as He will come on the Day of Judgment, brighter 
than the noonday sun and more glorious than lightning, but in 
order for Him to substitute Himself for us and to redeem us 
from all sin, even from our sinful conception and birth, it 
was necessary for Jesus to take also into His divine person 
our human development and pass through all the stages of our 
human life. His humiliation therefore includes all of the 
events of His earthly life from His conception in the womb of 
the virgin Mary to His burial in Joseph’s garden. Jesus, the 
God-man, therefore appeared among men as an ordinary human 
being, and as such “He humbled Himself and became obedient 
unto death, even tie death of the CWSS.” 

The Savior’s entire life here on earth was one of humili- 
ation. Throughout His earthly life He suffered poverty, con- 
tempt, hatred, and persecution. And the lowest stage of His 
humiliation was His bitter suffering under Pontius Pilate, His 
crucifixion, death, and burial. Of course, the Lord Jesus did 
not endure all of this because He was not able to escape. 
Time and again He had shown His divine power--hidden rays 
of His majesty --by His numerous miracles. But “He humbled 
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross.” He humbled Himself, in obedience to the will of 
His heavenly Father, to carry out God’s eternal plan of salva- 
tion, that HE might purchase and redeem us from all of our 
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil. And 
through His humiliation, He was able to work out a spotless 
righteousness for us by keeping the holy Law of God perfectly 
in our stead, as our Substitute, and by suffering in His own 
body and soul the punishment which we deserved in Hell by our 
sins. He did this in our place, vicariously, that all who 
believe in Him might not perish but have everlasting life. 
This was the great purpose for which the eternal Son of God 
became a true man and humbled Himself! 

--Pm3 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE LCR 
The official report of the Lutheran Churches of the 

Reformation concerning our meeting with them in Novem- 
ber, 1986, appeared in the January issue of their journal 
One Accord and was re-printed in Christian News (l-12- 
87). The LCR report presents a misleading and false 
impression of our meeting with them and slanderously 
assails the doctrinal position of our Conference. In 
the interest of the truth, we are compelled to make the 
following observations and clarifications of their re- 
port. 

1. The LCR report, in its opening sentence, states: 
“The pasters of the Lutheran Churches of the Reformation met 
with the pastors of the Concoordia Lufheran Conference. . 30 
discuss doctrine and practice.” If only this had been true! 
This meeting had been agreed upon in advance by both sides 
to be a “joint plenary (full) pastoral conference,” and the LCR 
statement is at best misleading. While ALL the pastors of 
our Conference attended as agreed, only HALF of the LCR men 
were present, and at some sessions only ONE-FOURTH of them. 
This sorely hampered the intended purpose of the meeting, 
namely, to discuss differences between us with ALL the pas- 
tors of both groups present, so that it would be clearly 
evident that all of the men in the respective bodies were 
speaking with one voice. When the ICR states in its last 
paragraph, “A number of the IXR pastors could not attend,” 
this understatement scarcely accounts for the low percentage 
of their pastors present. 

2. The report .charges our pastors with abusing the Holy 
Scriptures. It claims that our pastors “applied passages of 
the Bib&e to the exclusion of other Words of God. Thus they 
emphasized what certain Scriptures taught without giving 
considerat ion to what the krd says elsewhere in His Wcxd 
concerning the matier.” Not only is this charge patently 
FALSE according to fact, but not one shred of evidence is 
produced to substantiate it. Our refusal to permit a mere 
example in Scripture to establish a principle, or to permit a 
contrary example to contradict or to compromise a principle 
established by a sedes, is NOT a misuse of Holy Scripture at 
all. Neither was it improper for us to disallow the applica- 
tion of a purely humanistic concept of “love” and “fairness” 
to justify inaction against gross offense, nor yet to resist 
efforts to bind collective consciences to adiaphora. These 
things we cannot admit to be “a distortion of the rule of 
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interpretat ion. I’ On the contrary, ours has consistently been 
a stalwart defense of the immutability of Scripture in the 
spirit of the concluding statement of the Fcrmula of Concord, 
Tbauugh Declaration XI: “We have no intention of yielding 
aught of the eternal, immutable truth of God for the sake of 
temporal peace, tranquility and unity.” 

3. The LCR report also charges us with an unorthodox 
position on offices auxiliary to the Holy Ministry. The LCR 
pastors themselves were in unanimous agreement with us (as 
evidenced by their vote) on the following statement: 

“Auxiliary offices, on the other hand, such as 
the offices of the assistant pastor, seminary 
professors, parochial school teachers, mis- 
sionaries, Sunday School teachers, and elected 
church officers, may be established and/or dis- 
pensed with by congregations in their Christian 
liberty by majority vote since these are not 
ordained of God. If a person is removed from an 
auxiliary office for a proven Scriptural rea- 
son, the congregation must unanimously agree 
to this. If a person be removed froman auxil- 
iary office for other than Scriptural reason, 
sucha decision does not require uinanimity, but 
the person must always be dealt with evan- 
gelically by the pastor and the congregation." 

As to differing with Dr. P. E. Kretzmann and W. H. 
McLaughlin on any matter, this in and of itself does not make 
anyone unorthodox. We must., for example, disagree with MC- 
LAUGHLIN’s statement quoted by Koch in an LCR essay: “Also 
missionaries in the field of foreign or home missions are in 
the public ministry even when congregations have not yet 
been formed in the field of their labors, for behind the 
missionaries stand Christian congregations which by God’s 
command send out missionaries (Matthew 28:19-20).” That 
Professor McLaughlin is referring to the public ministry in 
concrete, namely, the past-al office, is evident from the 
fact that in the same context Pastor Koch quotes McLaughlin 
further as saying: “The public ministry is the highest office 
in the Christ ian Church. . . the office of the public ministry 
is the only divinely instituted public office in the Christian 
Church.” The Lord Jesus in Matthew 28 commands all Chris- 
tians to engage in mission work* but the special office of 
missionary is NOT coxnman ded in that passage, neither is the 
congregation commanded anywhere in Scripture to establish 
such an auxiliary office. Missionaries sent out by congre- 
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gations in consort, as in a conference or synod, are NOT in 
the public ministry in concrete, but are in offices of help to 
the pastors of the various congregations who together have 
commissioned them. Notice how carefully Dr., Pieper dis- 
tinguishes between the work of a missionary and the public 
ministry in a local congregation: “Where there are no Chris- 
t ian congregations , as in a pagan country, there can be no 
public ministry, no service in the name of a congregation. 
But as soon as the missionary activity has borne fruit and a 
congregation has come into existence, the public ministry 
can be established.” (Christian Dogmatics, Vol III, pg. 440, 
2nd par.) 

Moreover, we disagree with Pastor Koch’s own statement 
in that same essay which we heard in our combined meeting, 
that “the difference between the pastoral office and the 
auxiliary offices is one of scope,” for that statement com- 
pletely ignores the chief difference according to Scripture 
and our historic, orthodox position, namely, that the pastoral 
office of the local congregation (the public ministry in con- 
creto) with its responsibility of total oversight and ultimate 
accountability is the only divinely-ordained office in the 
Church. (Titus I:5; Acts 20:28; Hebrews 13:X; etc.) 

The reader should understand that the matters separa- 
ting us from the ICR are not merely differences in termino- 
logy or in externals, but they are substantive issues of 
doctrine and practice which can be resolved only by the clear 
and explicit passages of Scripture. We do not intend to deal 
with these important matters by correspondence, neither by 
analysis and counter-analysis of a host of “white papers” 
shuttling back and forth in the mail in ever-increasing 
volume. Neither do we wish to be drawn into a debate on 
these things in the press. But we earnestly desire rather to 
meet together face-to-face, hopefully not on an “ambitious 
agenda,” as Pastor Koch characterized it, of numerous wide- 
ranging topics, but one or two issues at a time with the 
reasonable assurance of completing them in the time avail- 
able. All participants will of course have to bow to the 
authority of Holy Scripture alone, without the admixture of 
human reason, sentimentality, and subjectivism; and that 
includes the clear determination to follow through on agree- 
ment in doctrine with consistently orthodox application, lest 
the absence of sound practice belie an otherwise true profes- 
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sion. In that spirit and with those provisions we look for- 
ward to further meetings with the Lutheran Churches of the 
Reformation in the interest of truly God-pleasing unity based 
on complete agreement in Christian doctrine and practice (I 
Corinthians 1:lO). 

(The reader may refer once again to our report of the 
combined plenary pastoral conference with the ICR in the 
September-December issue of the Concardia Lutheran, or you 
may order a copy of this issue from Scriptural Publications, 
10200 - 62nd Avenue South, Seattle, Washington 98 178.) 

--Rev. David T. Mensing, President 
CONCORDIA LUTHERA N CONFERENCE 

A SELF EXAMINATION OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE 
OF THE 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

At this past convention of the Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference, the young people in attendance gathered together to 
talk about the future of our Conference. It is well worth 
recounting this evening discussion both for those who were 
in attendance and for others who are genuinely concerned 
about the Lord’s visible church here on earth. 

We spoke soberly about the retirement of Pastor H. David 
Mensing from his pastoral office and the eventual loss of 
those other faithful pastors and laymen who forsook family 
and friends to cast their lot together in the service of the 
Lord God and the pure teachings of His Word by forming our 
beloved Conference. 

A leading question was asked: “Why did our parents and 
pastors forsake the Missouri Synod and all that it had to 
offer?” Surely not for the poverty, ridicule, and abandon- 
ment which they received. 
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The Lord had watched the Missouri Synod forsake Him bJ 
falling away from the full truth of His Word. He turned to 
some and said, “Will you also go away?’ (John 6:6i’) They 
replied, “Lard, to whom shaJ3 we go. Thou hast .tie wards of 
eternal life.” (John 6:68) It is such a remnant of faithful 
believers who formed the Concordia Lutheran Conference and, 
by God’s grace, have preserved it in doctrinal purity. 

These faithful Christians wanted churches in which 
their children would be trained in the way of salvation and 
kept in the true faith. They desired faithful pastors after 
the order of Elijah, who would not shrink from standing alone, 
but would remain firm and steadfast against all false pro- 
phet s. 

We have richly benefited from these staunch founders of 
our Conference, but have we truly leamed from them? Have 
we done all that we can to secure the truth of God’s Word for 
our generation, to carry it high, and to pass it down proudly to 
our children? 

Pondering these things, we considered how up to now we 
had all been spiritually lazy. Many of us attended the Divine 
Service each Sunday morning, but absented ourselves from the 
Bible Class figuring that it was for the older members of the 
congregation. We shrugged off our duties and let these older 
members be the shining examples in our congregations and in 
our communities. 

By looking carefully at ourselves we began to recognize 
our many failings. We were a generation who didn’t care to 
learn much about God’s Word than could be learned from our 
initial confirmation instruction and the Sunday morning ser- 
mons. We coveted jobs and education which would take us far 
away --even from the reviving dew of those Sunday sermons. 
Our money was spent on retreat ion and pastimes instead of 
supporting our pastors and the upkeep of our churches. We 
cultivated secular friendships and grew up not knowing each 
other--we who should be closer than family. In short, we 
concluded that we hadn’t really grown up as much as we should 
have-- into responsible Christian adults. 

A great stride forward was taken that evening as we 
came to appreciate each other as true Christian friends with 
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singleness of purpose, faith, and love for each other as Christ 
intended His dear children to have. 

We realized that we must act now or forever lose the 
precious heritage with which the Lord has so richly blessed 
us. We let the Bible be our Guide as we earnestly considered 
what we as young Christians should do. We were concerned 
about the fact that as Christians we should give evidence of 
our faith in our lives. (II Cor. 13:s) All of us saw the need 
for diligently reviewing our Catechism so that we will be 
better able to examine ourselves in the light of God’s Word, 
as it is written in Psalm 119:105, %y Ward is aIlamp unto my 
feet and a Light unto my path.” 

We also realized that we should use our respective pas- 
tar’s knowledge and talents for furthering our understanding 
of God’s Word. For it is the Lord’s Word alone which shall 
preserve us and the children of our Conference in the True 
Faith. (‘H ear instruction, and be wise, refuse it not. Bles- 
sed is the man that heareth Me, watching daily at My gates, 
waiting at the posts of My docsrs.” --Prov. 8:33-34.) There 
was no doubt as to our pastors’ eagerness to impart the 
Scriptural Truths to us. 

While on the topic of our pastors, we noted how impor- 
tant it is for us to stand by our pastors and be there to aid 
them in every way we can; to be like faithful Aaron holding up 
the prophet’s hands (Ex. 17:12). 

The problem of leadership arose. Everyone wanted 
someone else to take the init iat ive. It became evident that 
we who were attending this meeting were the ones to en- 
courage and to set the example for other young people in our 
congregations. 

Personal mission work was also addressed since we also 
felt negligent in this area. We discussed how we should be 
excited to tell others about Christ and how He suffered and 
died for us that we might live eternally. We should be like 
Peter and John who, even after they were commanded not to 
preach about Jesus, replied, “We cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20) 

Our evening was long, yet the hours we spent together 
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were more precious than gold. Surely the Lord was in our 
midst. (Matthew 15:20) We all shared the thoughts expressed 
by the Psalmist when he wrote, “How good and how pleasant it 
is fur brethren to dwell toge&er in unity!” (PsJ33:l) 

May the Lord increase our faith and bless us in our 
diligent efforts to preserve and extend His Kingdom here on 
earth. 

0 Lord, let this Thy little flock, 
Thy name alone confessing, 
Continue in Thy loving care, 
True unity possessing. 
Thy Sacraments, 0 Lord, 
And Thy saving Word 
To us e’er pure retain 
Grant that they may remain 
Our only strength and comfort. 

And for Thy Gospel let us dare 
To sacrifice all treasure; 
Teach us to bear Thy blessed cross, 
To find in Thee all pleasure. 
Oh, grant us steadfastness 
In joy and distress, 
That we Thee ne’er forsake. 
Let us by grace partake 
Of endless joy and glory. Amen! (TLH 477:2,4.) 

--Daniel M. Bloedel 
through his pastor 
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Worship Service . . at 9:30 a.m. 
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