
Vol. xxx1 I. July and August, 1987 Nos. 7 G 8 

FOR THEY WATCH FOR YOUR SOULS! 

OBEY THEM THAT HAVE THE 

RULE OVER YOU. 

AND SUBMIT YOURSELVES: 

--Hebrews 13 :l?. 



OFFICIAL ORGAN of the 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

This publication appears in a 
monthly or double bi-monthly issue 
atasubscriptionprice of $3.00 per 
year 

EDITOR: 
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr. 
110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 

ASSISTANT EDITOR: 
Rev. M. L. Natterer 
483 Tangent St. 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

LAY EMBER: 
Mr. Lloyd E. Martin 
17400 Lockwood 
Tinley Park, Ill. 60477 

Address all subscriptions, re- 
newals, and remittances to: Scri- 
ptural Publications, 10200 - 62nd 
Ave. So., Seattle, Yashington 
98178. A special notice of ex- 
piration will be inserted in the 
issue which terminates your sub- 
scription. 

Officers of the 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

PRESIDENT: 
Rev. M. L. Natterer 
483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Rev. David T. Mensing 
8701 West 167th Place 
Orland Park, 111. 60462 

SECRETARY: 
Rev. Mark W. Dierking 
Box 33, Wilmot, S.D. 57279 

TREASURER: 
Mr. Victor K. Bloedel 
10200 - 62nd Ave. South 
Seattle, Washington 98178 

STATEWNT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

languagethepure doctrine of God’s 
Word as taught by the true Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statment of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 

their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study 
and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate, by ourScriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which form it confess, teach, 
and practice the Word of Godin its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share' 
ourScriptural positionindoctrine 
andpractice, and tourgethemutual 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings 
but that we are, by God’s grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemindandinthesame judgment." 

Tosetforth pertinent historical 
information which has a bearing 
uponthechurch andtoexposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthfulandfactual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhich weare not 
aware and which has been called to 
ourattention. Alsoto clarify any 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



A CHANGE IN LEAVERSffTP 

The above caption often has as an ominous ring to it. 
The leadership in many Protestant and Lutheran circles usual- 
ly indicates the direction of that church body during the 
tenure of the elected officials. When newly-elected leaders 
are liberal, the liberals rejoice; if the leaders are conserva- 
tives, then the conservatives rejoice. 

By God’s grace, such is not the case in our Concordia 
Lutheran Conference. All of us pastors are “perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I 
Corinthians 1:10) in all doctrines of God’s Word. All of us 
wholeheartedly believe and confess that “all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works” (II Timothy 3:16, 17). With our orthodox 
Lutheran forefathers WC “receive and embrace with our whole 
heart the Prophetic and Apostolic Scriptures of the Old and 
NewTestaments as the pure, clear fountain of Israel, which is 
the only true standard by which all teachers and doctrines are 
to be judged” (The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, 
Comprehensive Summary, Cone. Trig. page 851). 

We state this not in Pharisaical pride, not with a “holier 
than thou” attitude. 0n the contrary, we must confess with 
the patriarch Jacob, “I am not worthy of the least of all the 
mercies and of all the truth which Thou hast showed unto Thy 
servant” (Genesis 32:lO). With the Apostle Paul we must 
acknowledge, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
tielleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18). Therefore, we must 
also acknowledge in the words of Martin Luther, “I believe 
that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called 
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me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified 
and kept me in the true faith” (Luther’s Small Catechism, page 
11). There is no merit or worthiness in us whatsoever. 
Hence we must exclaim with the Apostle Paul, “By the grace of 
God I am what I amy (I Corinthians 15:lO). That all of us 
pastors believe, preach, teach and confess God’s Word in all 
of its truth and purity is due to the grace of our dear Lord 
Jesus Christ. “For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). 

Thus, by God’s grace, a change in leadership in our 
Conference does not mean a change in doctrine. It simply 
means that while the delegates have elected a new president 
who, although possessing different talents, nonetheless still 
holds to the same Scriptural teachings as the out -going pres - 
ident. 

And no matter which of our pastors is elected president, 
our Conference Constitution in Article VIII lists his specific 
duties, especially “to lead the Conference in guarding its 
confessional position and in stemming public offence” (1.b.). 
Woe betide our Conference if it were to tolerate a president 
who would neglect this duty ! The Conference would then rap- 
idly deteriorate into just another liberal church body. God 
grant that this may never happen! 

The Word of God does not change. Through this precious 
Word of the Gospel we have been born again and the Holy 
Spirit continues to preserve us Christians in the one true 
faith by this Gospel which is preached to us by our faithful 
pastors in our local congregations (I Peter 1:23-25). True 
appreciation for such unmerited blessings should prompt all 
of us to be faithful in humbly submitting to God’s Word and 
zealous in spreading the joyous tidings of God’s grace in 
Christ to those who still grope about in darkness. From the 
president of the Conference to every individual member of 
our congregations, we are to “be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
holding forth the Word of Life” (Philippians 2:15, 16). 

--M. L. Natterer, President 
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CONVENTION DIGEST 
36th Annual Convention 

of the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

The 36th Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran 
Conference was hosted by St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Wilmot, South Dakota, from June 26 through June 28, 
1987. Preceeding the Convention itself, the pastors of the 
Conference met for two days (June 23 and 24) in a plenary 
pastoral conference in which a paper was presented for dis- 
cussion and consideration, and many other matters of timely 
importance were shared among the brethren. These meetings 
are a blessed time for the pastors of our Conference, a time 
when they can encourage one another with the Word of God so 
that they may return to their respective congregations 
strengthened and refreshed for the important work the Lord 
has called them to do. With that in mind, a Fall/Winter 
Plenary Pastoral Conference has been planned for early No- 
vember of this year. 

On Thursday (June 25), as is customary, our Board of 
Directors met to discuss and organize the business which 
was to be laid before all the brethren of our Conference in 
convention assembled. 

On Friday morning (June 261, our convention officially 
opened with a Service of Convocation. The host pastor, the 
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, served as liturgist, while the Presi- 
dent of our Conference, the Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor of 
Peace Congregation, Tinley Park, Illinois, preached an edify- 
ing and instructive sermon on the text from which our con- 
vention theme, Stewards of the Mysteries of God) was taken, 
namely I Corinthians 4:1-5. The theme of this sermon was 
“Christian Pastors as the Servants of Christ,” and clearly 
answered three separate questions with the text: 1) In what 
capacity they serve? 2) Under what chief requirement they 
function? and, 3) By whose standards they are to be judged? 
Each member of our Conference should read this sermon when 
it is printed in our Convention Proceedings later this year. 

The essay for our Convention was prepared by the Rev. 
Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Seattle, 
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Washington. The essay was entitled “The Office of the Min- 
istry of the Church” and was presented in three sections. 
The first of these sections focused upon the background of 
the Holy Ministry, presenting the Scriptural basis of the 
Doctrine of the Church and Ministry: The priesthood of all 
believers, the divine ordinance regarding the establishment 
of the local congregation, and finally, the God-established 
Office of the Ministry itself. The second section of Pastor 
Bloedel’s essay explained very clearly the truth that has been 
called into question too many times in the last few years, 
namely, that the Office of the Ministry is the only God- 
Ordained Office in the Church. Finally, because there has 
been so much misunderstanding of the Scriptural doctrine 
regarding offices of help to the pastor, even in so-called 
conservative Lutheran bodies today, including our own Con- 
ference, the last part of the essay concisely and accurately 
laid out the Scriptural relationship of offices auxiliary to the 
Office of the Ministry or Pastoral Office, explaining that 
such offices are neither forbidden nor commanded by the 
Word of God and that the term “divine call,” when applied to 
such offices, is applied only in an ecclesiastical sense, not 
the true Scriptural sense. (Note: The entire essay is to be 
reprinted in this and following issues of the “CL”.) The 
essay is not only instructional and therefore edifying, but 
also is of great practical importance to Christians as they 
endeavor to follow their Christ and His Word in all its truth 
and purity (by virtue of their spiritual priesthood). 

On Sunday morning (June 28), a Divine Service was held 
in which members of St. Stephen’s and visitors, under the 
auspices of the local congregation, received the body and 
blood of the Savior in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of 
their sins and strengthening of their Christian faith. The 
Rev. M. L. Natterer, Pastor, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Leba- 
non, Oregon, preached an excellent sermon on ‘nhe Pastor and 
His Congregation,” based upon Hebrews 13:17. In the ser- 
mon, Pastor Natterer emphasized the responsibilities of the 
pastors to their congregations, namely, to preach the Word in 
all its truth and purity, to be instant in season and out of 
season, and to take the oversight of the congregation not by 
constraint, nor for earthly gain, nor for temporal power as 
lords over God’s heritage, but rather, as loving shepherds, 
whose only desire it is to feed the flock of God with the bread 
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and water of life. He also emphasized the responsibilities 
of the congregations to their pastors, namely, to obey them in 
all things where the Word of God speaks and to honor their 
pastors as the servants of Christ. He also reminded them 
that they are to judge their pastor’s doctrine with the Word of 
God. This means, of course, that the congregation must be 
well instructed in that Word and should take every opportu- 
nity to receive such instruction. Indeed, the highest honor 
which can be given a pastor is for the sheep (over the which 
the Lord hath made him overseer) to submit themselves to 
their pastor’s instruction in the Word of God, that each may 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. (Note: This sermon also will be reproduced in 
its entirety in the Proceedings of the Convention.) 

Present at our 36th Annual Convention were 6 pastoral 
delegates, 11 lay delegates, and 5 alternate delegates. Ap- 
proximately 95 were in attendance at the Divine Services held 
at our Conventi on. 

Each Convention session was opened in the name of the 
Triune God with an appropriate devotion led by one of our 
pastors. 

The election of officers and standing committees were 
as follows: 
President: The Rev. M. L. Natterer 
Vice-president: The Rev. David T. Mensing 
Secretary: The Rev. Mark W. Dierking 
Treasurer: Mr. Victor K. Bloedel 
Board Member-at-Large (Mid-West): Mr. Lloyd D. Martin 
Board Member-at-Large (Far-West): Mr. Robert G. Bloedel 

The following committees were elected: 1) EDITORIAL 
COMMIlTEE: Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr., Rev. M. L. Natterer, Mr. 
Lloyd E. Martin; 2) COMMITFEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCA- 
TION: Rev. Paul E. Bloedel, Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr., Rev. 
Erick E. Erickson, Mr. Stephen P. Bloedel; 3) COMMITFEE ON 
MISSIONS: Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Mr. 
Lloyd D. Martin, Mr. Henry Fischer, Mr. John Steinke; 4) 
COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION: Rev. David T. Mensing, 
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr., (Lay delegate 
to be appointed by President); 5) FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
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Mr. Victor K. Bloedel, Mr. Mark Natterer, Mr. Lloyd E. Martin, 
Mr. Elvin R. Stallings, Sr.; 6) PUBLISHING HOUSEHOARD OF 
CONTROL: Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Mr. 
Robert G. Bloedel, Mr. Victor Bloedel, Mr. Ray Kusumi. 

Each Committee submitted its report to the Convention, 
all of which were a testimony of how the Lord has blessed and 
prospered the work of our Conference during this past year. 
The following were highlights and important decisions which 
resulted from these Committee reports: 

1, COMMI’iTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION: Peripa- 
tetic instructors in our Seminary program will not be paid any 
additional funds by the Conference because the work of train- 
ing pastors is included in their calls to their respective 
congregations. The only exception to this principle (II 
Timothy 2:2.) would be when the Conference itself appoints 
peripatetic instructors, who are not pastors, to teach speci- 
fic courses. It is also agreed that individualized instruc- 
tion and class structure should be arranged to meet the needs 
of each seminary student. 

2. COMMIITEEON MISSIONS: Because ofthegross in- 
difference to pure doctrine evident in even so-called conser- 
vative Lutheran bodies, it was sadly decided to abolish the 
auxiliary office of Missionary-at-Large in our Conference. 
The labors of our Missionary, the Rev. Erick E. Erickson, over 
the past two years were acknowledged with thanksgiving to 
God, for many miles were covered and many hours were spent 
by Missionary Erickson in talking with both pastors and lay 
people about the importance of unity in doctrine and practice 
based alone upon God’s Word. But it became more and more 
evident that the words of St. Paul were coming to fruition also 
in our day, namely, “The time wiII come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heaptothemselvesteachers,havingitching ears!’ (II Timothy 
4:3). 

This is not, however, to be interpreted as though our 
Conference has forsaken its mission endeavors. On the con- 
trary, the work of our former missionary is to be carried out 
by our Committee on Missions with the help of all of the 
pastors of our Conference. The pastors and laymen of our 
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Conference are, of course, always to be eager to bear witness 
of the truth, “ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear” (I Peter 3:15). 

The vacant congregation in our Conference (Concordia, 
Midland, Michigan) was encouraged to establish once again in 
its midst the full time Office of the Ministry. To this end 
the Conference expressed its willingness to do what it could 
to subsidize financial help for this congregation, and that 
the congregation should present its subsidy request to the 
Committee on Missions as soon as its needs were determined. 
Our sister congregation in San Antonio, Texas, Holy Scripture 
Ev, Lutheran Church, was granted its requested subsidy in 
order that the members of that congregation might continue 
to support adequately the Pastoral Office in their midst. 

3. COMMI'ITEE ON LUTHERAN UNION: A brief report was 
given in regard to our disappointing meetings with certain 
pastoral representatives of the Lutheran Churches of the 
Reformation (LCR) last fall (Nov., 1986). We stand ready, 
however, to continue to meet with the LCR or any other group 
when they show a willingness and readiness to bow to the 
authority of the Word of God alone in deciding matters in 
controversy between us. 

4. PUBLISHING HOUSE BOARD OFCONTROL: Our publishing 
house will try to print the revised version of our Constitution 
this next year, as well as our Conference periodical, The 
Concordia Lutheran, tracts, papers, and other materials which 
will be helpful in carrying out the mission endeavors of our 
Conference and for our own instruction and edification. 

The usual resolutions of heartfelt thanksgiving were 
passed at our Convention, but of special importance was the 
sssslution of thanksgiving to our former Missionary-at- 
Large, the Rev. Erick E. Erickson, who so faithfully and self- 
lessly carried out the work assigned to him over the past two 
years. A special honorarium was granted to Pastor Erickson 
to help ease any financial burden which may have resulted 
from the termination of his office. 

The convention adopted a budget for fiscal 19874988 of 
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$14,500 to carry on the work of our Conference in the Lord’s 
vineyard. 

An invitation from St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Seattle, 
Washington, to host the 37th Annual Convention (June 24-26, 
1988) was gratefully accepted by the Convention. 

We give thanks unto our God and Father first and fore- 
most for the blessed fellowship marked by the “unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace” which was so very evident at this 
Convent ion. We are especially thankful for the opportunity 
the Convention gave to the young people of our Conference, 
the next pastors and laymen of our congregations, to gather 
around the Word of God for their own personal strengthening 
and encouragement. Special thanks also are due for the 
Christian hospitality of the pastor loci and the members of 
St. Stephen’s, who, as a labor of love, opened their hearts and 
their homes to delegates and visitors. We also give thanks 
unto God for the unspeakable blessings of His Word, which 
were so clearly taught and proclaimed in the essay, sermons, 
and devotions at the Convention; and we pray that God would 
preserve among us’ that precious Word which alone is the 
Light of God which leads mankind to the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus. Finally, we ask our dear heavenly Father to 
preserve in our midst the Office of the Ministry of His Word 
as He Himself has established it, that we ke%p our pastors in 
our prayers, asking that God would not only keep them faithful 
to their calling but also that He would send more laborers into 
the field; for the harvest is indeed plentiful, but the laborers 
are so few (Matthew 9:37). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Secretary 
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VACATION CAMP IN OREGON 

From August 26th through the 30th, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Lebanon, Oregon, sponsored an opportunity for those 
of the same faith to share a summer vacation together where 
we might enjoy Christian fellowship and, at the same time, 
have our souls nourished with the Bread of Life. 

Invitations were sent out early in the year to our sister 
congregations so that those who contemplated taking a vaca- 
tion, might give serious thought to spending that vacation, if 
possible, with their fellow-believers. It was gratifying to 
have representation from our sister congregations in San 
Antonio, Texas, and Seattle, Washington. 

The spot for this vacation was up in the beautiful Cas- 
cade Mountains at Suttle Lake, Oregon. There we were able to 
rent a lodge with very ample accomodations. Delicious and 
nourishing meals were provided in the dining hall. Various 
forms of recreation such as canoeing, swimming, hiking, 
volley ball, archery, etc.’ were available to all of us. 

Each day a Bible C.lass was conducted morning and eve- 
ning with a question for study and discussion. The three 
questions were: 1) How strong is my faith in the Lord? 2) 
How much do I love my Savior? 3) Do I confess the Lord Jesus 
and His Word as I should? Each of the questions provoked a 
stimulating discussion, particularly as they related to our 
daily lives. On Sunday morning a Divine Service was held in 
which the undersigned preached the sermon on the basis of 
Luke 7:36-50. The adult choir and the children’s choir each 
sang an appropriate hymn. 

In His mercy the Lord granted us very favorable weather, 
graciously shielding us from any accidents, and thwarting the 
evil designs of the devil so that we were able to dwell to- 
gether in harmony and peace. For such unmerited goodness 
we exclaim with the Psalmist, “0 give thanks unto the Lord; 
for He is good= for His mercy endureth for ever” (Psalm 
136:l). 

--MLN 
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CONVENTION PAPER 
for the 
1987 Convention of the 
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONE’ERENCE 

THE OFFlCEofthe MINISTRYofthe CHURCH 
Introduction. . . 

Man-made terms are indeed useful in describing Biblical 
concepts, such as, the Active and Passive Obedience of 
Christ, the Trinity or the Triune God, Original and Actual Sin, 
Universal Atonement, Vicarious Atonement, Election of Grace, 
Excommunication, Unionism, Separatism, Syncretism, Natural 
and Revealed Knowledge of God, Objective and Subjective 
Justification, Conversion, Enlightenment, State of Confes- 
sion, etc., etc, 

Confusion, however, arises when human terms are used 
to describe both a Biblical concept and a purely human con- 
cept without proper distinction or qualification. Here is 
where we will endeavor, in this paper before us9 to clarify 
terminology as it has been used down through the years and to 
identify terms as they are used with reference to a Biblical 
concept and as they are used with reference .to a purely human 
concept. 

In order to establish what the Bible teaches about The 
Ministry of the Church, it is wise to review what the Bible 
teaches about the Church itself, and then proceed to consider 
ita Ministry. The term church is used in a non-Scriptural 
way when it is used to refer to a house of worship, or to all 
professing Christians throughout the world (the visible 
church of God), or to all those throughout the world who have, 
teach and confess the Word of God in all its truth and purity, 
and use the Sacraments according to Christ’s institution (the 
true visible church), or when it is used with reference to a 
religious denomination (The Lutheran Church--Missouri Sy- 
nod, The Baptist Church, The Presbyterian Church, etc.). If 
the word “church” is used in any of these senses, we should 
remember that this term is being used in a non-biblical 
sense, namely, that it is not used that way in the Bible, even 
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though it may, as the term “true visible church,” express a 
Biblical concept. In one place (Acts 19:39,41) the Bible it- 
self uses the Greek word ekklesia (church--translated “as- 
sembly” in the KJV) in a purely secular or non-spiritual sense 
as it was generally used by the heathen or common people of 
that day. Elsewhere, however, in the words of Jesus and in 
the writings of the Apostles we find that the word ekklesia 
(church) is used only in two ways, namely, with reference to 
1) the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints (all 
true believers --the invisible church) or 2) the Local 
Congregation a) as God sees it (all true believers in a 
certain locality who gather regularly and consistently around 
the Word of God and the Sacraments, generally in a house of 
worship), and b) as men see it (all professing Christians in 
a certain locality who gather themselves together regularly 
and consistently around the Word of God and the Sacraments, 
generally in a house of worship). In this paper on The Minis- 
try of the Church, the word “church” (ekklesia) will be used 
only in the Scriptural sense of the term. 

We now beseech the Lord of the Church to bless the 
consideration of His Word. 

I. THE BACKGROUND OF THE HOLY MINISTRY 

Through the Gospel, the Holy Ghost calls or invites us 
and all people to come to a spiritual feast (a feast for our 
souls) and to partake of the forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation which our Savior Jesus Christ has earned for us and 
for all mankind by His active and passive obedience. (Ac- 
tive Obedience --that our Lord Christ kept the Holy Law of God 
perfectly in our place, as our Substitute, Romans 5:19. Pas- 
sive Obedience --that our Lord Christ sacrificed Himself for 
us on the accursed tree of the cross, bearing in His own 
sinless body, in our stead, the eternal punishment of Hell 
which we deserve by our sins, Galatians 3:13; Isaiah 53:4,5.) 
Even the fact that the Holy Ghost has called us by the Gospel 
is not because of any merit or worthiness in us, for the Bible 
says, “God hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
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world began,” II Timothy 1:9. 

Through the Call of the Gospel (Isaiah 55&Z; Revelation 
22:17), the Holy Ghost has worked saving faith in our hearts. 
He has enlightened our minds so that we know and understand 
the way to heaven through Jesus our Savior; He has changed 
our wills so that we accept the Lord Jesus as our personal 
Savior from sin, death, Satan, and Hell; He produces in our 
hearts that firm trust and confidence which rejoices and 
finds lasting comfort in Christ our Savior through all the 
visisitudes of life and as we enter the dark valley of the 
shadow of death. Through the Call of the Gospel, the Holy 
Ghost has caused us to’be Born Again (Regenerated) as chil- 
dren of God and joint heirs with Christ of the joys of heaven 
and eternal bliss. Through the Call of the Gospel, the Holy 
Ghost has Turned Us About (Converted us) from the way to 
eternal punishment in Hell to the way to everlasting life 
beyond the grave. 

At the very same time when the Holy Ghost made us 
Christians by bringing us to a saving knowledge of Jesus our 
Savior, He also created a New Man iti us by which we are able 
to avoid sin and to do those things which are pleasing to God 
(Sanctification in the Narrower Sense). It is God’s Will that 
we live sanctified Christian lives (I Thessalonians 4:3); that 
we show our faith in Jesus as our Savior, and our love for Him 
by doing those things which are pleasing to God and by 
avoiding those things which are displeasing to Him. In fact, 
this is the very purpose for which our Savior Redeemed us and 
for which the Holy Ghost made us Christians, namely, “that we 
may serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
before Him, all the days of our life” (Luke 1:74,75), that we 
should “not henceforth live unto ourselves, but unto Him 
which died for us and rose again,” (II Corinthians 5:15). 
(See also: Ephesians 2:lO; Matthew 5:16.) 

The Holy Ghost, also by means of the Gospel, Preserves 
Us or Keeps Us steadfast in the true faith unto life eternal. 
The Gospel is God’s Power to save us (Romans 1:6) and by it 
we are kept through faith unto salvation (I Peter 1:5). This 
the Lord promises us in Philippians 1:6, where the Apostle 
Paul declares, “He which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the Day of Jesus Christ.” 
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All that the Holy Ghost has done in you He has also 
accomplished in all true believers throughout the world by 
means of the Gospel --the Good News of our salvation through 
Jesus’ blood and righteousness6 And all those true believers 
throughout the world who, by grace alone, have been chosen by 
God in eternity as His own dear children in Christ Jesus 
(Ephesians 1:3-6), are called the Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints (The Una Sancta). This is the invisible 
Church whose members are known only to God, the Mystical 
Body of Christ, that great “Spiritual House,” I Peter 2:5, the 
“Holy Temple in the Lord,” Ephesians 2:22. Our greatest con- 
cern is, therefore, that we are and remain members of the 
Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, by sincere 
faith in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer, and to make our “calling 
and election sure” (II Peter 1:lO) by proving our faith in our 
life--by gladly doing those things which are pleasing to God 
and cheerfully avoiding those things which are contrary to 
His Word, and by letting Him direct our path day by day 
(Proverbs 3:5,6). 

To every true believer, to every member of the Holy 
Christian Church, the Lord Jesus has entrusted the Office of 
the Keys. He has given each Christian the power to preach 
the Word of God, to administer the Lord’% Supper, to Baptize, 
to forgive the sins of penitent sinners, and to retain the sins 
of impenitent sinners (I Peter 2:9; John 20:22,23). This is an 
important work and responsibility of which no Christian 
should be ashamed but should consider it his greatest privi- 
lege. This is called the Universal Priesthood of ,All True 
Believers. Yes, all true believers are Kings and Priests be- 
fore God as the Apostle Peter states in I Peter 2:9, “Ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu- 
liar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

Those who possess the Office of the Keys, the true 
Christians, are urged by their Savior, the Lord and Head of 
the Church, to exercise that office, namely, to confess their 
Christian faith by their words, “showing forth the praises of 
Him who has called (them) out of darkness into His marvelous 
light 9” I Peter 2:9; to testify by their Christian life that 
they are indeed children of God and heirs of salvation, letting 
their “light so shine before men that they may see (their) 
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good works and glorify (their) Father which is in heaven,” 
Matthew 5 :16; to exercise and demonstrate their Christian 
faith by works of love and kindliness toward their fellow- 
Christians and fellow-men in general, I Corinthians 16:3; 
Galatians 6:lO. The events in your life as a Christian pro- 
vide you with ample opportunities to exercise your God-given 
right and power of the Keys: To bring your children up “in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, Ephesians 6:4; to have 
family devotions in your home; to proclaim God’s Word by 
frequently discussing your faith with your fellow-Christians; 
to encourage and strengthen your brethren in the faith and 
help them to grow in grace and in the knowledge of their Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ; to proclaim God’s Word before others 
by your personal testimony and a life consistent with God’s 
Word; to give Scriptural advice to those in trouble, to the 
erring, and to the frustrated; to visit the sick, to comfort the 
sorrowing, to bring Scriptural consolation to those who have 
suffered the loss of a loved one; to be able to baptize an 
infant in an emergency; to invite the unchurched to assemble 
with the local congregation; to denounce falsehood and vice, 
and to reprove those* who disregard God’s Word and kick it 
aside in their lives. Yet, although you and all Christians are 
commanded by God in His Word to function as members of the 
“royal priesthood,” even to admonish and personally apply the 
judgment of God’s Word to an erring brother, nevertheless 
neither you nor any other individual Christian have the right 
to carry out the second or third steps in Church discipline 
(Matthew 18:16,17) or to exercise publicly (in place of 
others) the important obligations of the Office of the Keys. 
The Lord Jesus has reserved the public exercise of the au- 
thority of the Church to the incumbents of a special office 
which He has instituted for this very purpose. 

The Lord Jesus expressly urges true believing Christians 
in every locality to assemble together for public worship, 
Hebrews 10:25, Colossians 3:16, Ephesians 5~19; to celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper often in their assemblies; to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit among themselves by faithful continuance 
in God’s Word, John 8:31,32, Ephesians 4:1-3, I Corinthians 
1:lO; to exercise proper discipline among themselves by 
following His, Word in Matthew 18:15-17; and to establish the 
Office of the Ministry in their midst for the regular and 
consistent hearing and learning of God’s Word, Acts 14:23, 
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Titus 1:5. In order to do these things, a visible communion 
of professing Christians must be formed in whatever locality 
they find themselves. These visible communions are called 
“churches” in the Bible (Galatians 1:2; Revelation 1:4), or an 
individual group at a definite place is called the “church” at 
Corinth, or wherever it might be (I Corinthians 1:2; I Thessa- 
lonians 1:l). (NOTE: Here the Wisconsin Synod, WELS, the 
Church of the Lutheran Confession, CoLC, and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, ELS, teach that the word “church” used in 
such passages refers only to the true believers who gather 
together in various groupings at various localities; that St. 
Paul’s use of the word “church” in his epistles and St. John’s 
use of the word “church” in our Savior’s letters to the congre- 
gations in Asia Minor apply only to “those called to be 
saints,” or to the local congregation as God sees it. That the 
word “church,” however, in these passages also refers to the 
visible assembly of profes.sing Christians is evident from the 
following facts: 1) The Apostle Paul, who could not look into 
their hearts, writes to a definite group of people to whom his 
letter is then read. 2) Many of the people are mentioned by 
name and in I Corinthians the congregation is told to “put out 
from among” themselves an impenitent sinner. 3. In the 
letters to the seven churches recorded in the first three 
chapters of Revelation, unchristian people are mentioned as 
members in some of the congregations. 4. From III John 9,10, 
it is evident that here the word “church” refers exclusively to 
the visible local congregation since it would be impossible 
for Diotrephes, the wicked pastor, to put anyone oiat of the 
local congregation as God sees it.) The local visible Chris- 
tian Congregation is the only unit which God has instituted 
through which the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of 
Saints, functions here on earth among men. It is the local 
visible Christian Congregation (the local church as men see 
it) which is urged in Scripture to strive earnestly to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3-6); is 
required to carry out the final function of the Office of the 
Keys, and is commanded to establish the Office of the Minis- 
try (the Pastoral Office) in its midst (Titus 1:5). (NOTE: It 
is not optional or a matter of choice whether or not you join a 
local congregation, but a definite command of God. Con- 
versely, it is not a matter of choice whether or not to resign 
from a Christian congregation without a Scriptural reason. 
Joining or resigning from a Christian congregation must not 
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be regarded as matters of adiaphora. It is plain from Scrip- 
ture that the forming of a local congregation is not a matter 
of Christian liberty, but a divine mandate. That the form in 
which Christians gather together is a matter of Christian 
liberty is a Wisconsin Synod false teaching.) 

It is not God’s will that all Christians preach and teach 
publicly in the local congregation. The Lord wants things to 
be done decently and orderly in His Church, (I Corinthians 
14:40). If everyone were to preach, baptize, administer the 
Lord’s Supper, and take the oversight in the congregation, 
there would be nothing but confusion. God is a God of order. 
The assembly of men in a Christian congregation are to carry 
on the business of the Church and to represent in their 
deliberations also the women and children in the congrega- 
tion. The Apostle Paul calls upon the entire “church of God 
which is at Corinth” (I Corinthians 1:2) to discipline and 
excommunicate an impenitent sinner--appealing to the entire 
congregation “gathered together” (I Corinthians 5:3-5.13)-- 
while in the same epistle he declares that “it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church.” (I Corinthians 14:35). How- 
ever, a woman’s protest brought before the congregation must 
indeed be heard and, if it is Scripturally well-founded, it 
must be heeded. But if the work of the Voters’ Assembly goes 
unchallenged, the resolutions of these representatives in 
their official meetings are to be regarded as the resolutions 
of the entire local church. 

Voters’ Assemblies may therefore deliberate, investi- 
gate, decree, impart admonition or reproof, resolve, correct 
and amend--but they cannot preach a sermon, or baptize a 
child, or administer the Lord’s Supper to a communicant. Not 
every one of the men in a congregation would be capable of 
preaching a sermon or carrying on these public functions. 
And even though, in an exceptional congregation, every man 
were capable of doing these things in a good and proper 
manner, nevertheless, this would not at all entitle them pub- 
licly to perform these functions. According to what the Bible 
teaches about the Universal Priesthood of all True Believers, 
every Christian is a priest and has the right and duty to offer 
the sacrifices of his heart, lips, and hands to the Lord. But 
his spiritual priesthood does not empower him to offer up his 
fellow-Christian’s sacrifices or the sacrifices of an entire 
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congregation the members of which are all priests before God. 
The public exercise of the Office of the Keys is therefore not 
left to the arbitrary disposal of every member of the Voters’ 
Assembly of a Christian congregation. The Lord Jesus Him- 
self has established an office which His holy Apostles held 
and which the early Churches, by His command, have estab- 
lished during and since Apostolic times, and which He, as the 
Head of the Church, has ordained to continue in His Church 
till the end of time. Our dear Savior has instituted the 
office of the public ministry in the Church. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 

--PRB 

CORRECTIONS 

On the Cover Page of our March-Apri I issue, the Bible re- 
ference as printed was “Philippians 3:14.” it should have 
been Romans 4:25. In the same issue, on Page 43, second 
line from the top of the page, the Bible reference should be 
Matthew l&20 rather than, as was printed, [Matthew 15:ZOI. 
We thank our readers forcatlingthese errors to our attention. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1-1----^1------------------------------------------------------------ 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and are cer- 
tain that, by God's grace, you will receive rich spiritual benefits 

through your faithful reading of our Concordia Lutheran articles 
which are based solidly upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

Subscription Price: $3,00 per year 

Send your Subscription or Renewal to 
SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS 

10200 - 62nd Avenue South, Seattle, Yashington 98178 
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if$;;TlJRAL PlBLICATIONS 
- 62nd Avenue So. 

Seattle, Washington QEIItB 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTH. CHURCH 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 

Call pastor for place of worship 
Sunday Schoal & Bible Class 

l 

Yorship Service . 
.at 9:15 a.m. 
.at lo:30 a.m. 

Rev. E. R, Stallings, Jr, Pastor 
110 Grasmere Court 

San Antonio, Texas 78218 
Telephone: (512) 656-2125 

--e-"------ 
PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCfl 

Central Ave. at 171st Place 
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477 

(South Suburban Chicago) 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

Yorship Servici 1 
.at 9:15 a.m. 
.at IO:30 a.m. 

Rev. David T. Uensing, Pastor 
8701 West 167th Place 

Orland Park, Illinois 60462 
Telephone: (312) 532-9035 

Note: On the 1st & 3rd weekends 
of each month, Saturday services 
are held in Hidland, Michigan. 
Sunday School & Bible Class 

. .at 7:00 p.m. 
Uorship Service . .at 8:00 p.n. 

Please contact the pastor for 
the location of the services. 

-0-0------- 
ST, JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6th and Tangent 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

Sunday School & Bible Class 

Yorsh ip Servi cl 
. .at 10:00 a.m. 

.at 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. K L. Natierer, Pastor 

483 Tangent Street 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

Telephone: (503) 258-2941 

CONFERENCE DIRECTORY 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
55th Ave. S. & S. Fountain St. 
Seattle, Washington 98118 

Sunday School & Bible Class 

Uorsh ip Service 
l .at 9:15 a-s. 

.at lo:30 a.fa. 
Rev. Paul R. Bioedel, Pastor 

9658 - 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 98118 
Telephone: (206) 723-7418 

Note: On the 1st & 3rd Sundays 
of each month, services are held 
in Victoria, British ColunMa. 
Uorship Service . .at 3:OU p.m. 
Bible Class . . . .at 4:30 p.m. 

Please contact the pastor for 
the location of the services. 

----I------ 
ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTH. CHURCH 

Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 
Yorship Service: 
(From June 1st to Sept. 30th) 

at 9:30 a.m. 
(From Oct. lsi tokay 31st) 

.at 10:00 a.m. 
(SS 8 Bible Cia& after Service) 

Rev. Uark U. Dierking, Pastor 
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 
Telephone: (605) 938-4710 

----o------ 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 
PERIPATETIC SEMINARY 

Address all inquiries to the 
Comittee on Theol. Education 

in care of 
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, chairman 

9658 - 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 98118 
Telephone: (206) 723-7418 

or: (206) 723-1078 


